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A 


' GENERAL COLLECTION 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


CAPTAIN BETAGH’S OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


COUNTRY OF PERU, AND ITS INHABITANTS, 

DURING IIIS CAPTIVITY* 


I T was in the beginning of the ever-memorable year 1720, and about the middle of 
March, when Captain Shelvocke lent Hatley, and the reft of u§, to fcek our 
fortunes in flhe lighter called the Mercury. Hirafelf, in the Speedwell, went to plunder 
the village of Payta, where we might ealily have joined him, had he imparted his de- 
fign to us. Hct^ever, we had not cruifcd long in fight of Cape Blanco, before we took 
a linall bjirk, with a good parcel of chocolate and flour. There w'as an elderly lady 
aboard, and a 'thin old friar, whom we kept two or three days*, and, after taking out 
what we wanted, we difeharged the bark, and them together. Soon after this, we 
took the Pink, which Shelvocke calls the rich prize. She had no jealoufy of our being 
an enemy, but kept her way, till feeing the Mercury Handing towards her, {he began 
to fufpedt us. About noon, lhe put the helm hard-a-weather, and crowded all the fail 
foe could afore the wind *, and being in her ballaft, this vas the beft of her failing, 
which alfo proved the greateft advantage they could give 1. for,* had flie held her 
wind, we, in our flat bottom, could never have come up. 'About ten at night, with 
rowing and hard failing, we go*- within fhot of the chace, and brought her to, being 
pretty near the foore. They were about fevtnty peri’ons aboard, thirty of whom were 
negroes. Hatley, upon going, aboard, left myiclf and Preflick, w ith four more hands, 
m the Mercury, where we continued two or three days, till a heavy fhower of rain Ipoiled 
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all our bread, and other dry provifions. It was then time for us to get aboard the prize; 
whielxVe did, fending three hands to take care of the Mercury! 

Ttic flood off-and-on the faid cape feven or eight days, expelling to meet the Speed- 
well ; and there we fet afhore the Spanilh captain, the padre, and. fome gentlemen 
paffengera : at lafl we fpied a fail plying to windward. Not doubting it was the Speed- 
well, or the Succefs, we flood towards her, whilft fhe edging towards us, about ten in 
the moriung, we were got near enough to difeover flie was a fhip of war, as fhe proved, 
Ahough neither of thefe we wifhed for. The mailer of our prize had before informed 
us, that he met the Brilliant cruifing for our privateers, which till now, we entirely 
difregarded. Upon this Captain Hatley advifing with me what to do, we concluded, 
that fome advantage might be made of the information given us by the Spaniards ; 
that, as the Brilliant had fpoken fo lately with the Pink, probably there would not be 
many queflions afked now : upon which Hatley and I dreffed ourfelves like Spaniards, 
and hoifled Spanifh colours ; we confined our prifoners in the great cabin, fullering 
none of them but the Indians and negroes to appear upon deck, that the Pink might 
look as fhe did before : in which contrivance we had fucceeded, but for the obftinacy 
of John Sprake, whom we could not keep off the deck. As the admiral came up, he 
fired a gun to leeward : hereupon we lowered our top-fail, making eafy fail till we got 
alongfide of him : their firfl queflion was, if we had heard any thing of the Engufh 
privateer ? We anfwered, no: the next was, how it happened we were got no farther 
in our way to Lima ? We anfwered, by reafon of the currents : they afked two or 
three more queflions, which we flill anfwered in Spanifh. They feemed thoroughly 
fatisfied, and were getting their tacks aboard in order to leave us, when Sprake, ana 
two or three more of our men appeared on the main-deck ; a Frenchman aboard'' this 
admiral, looking out at the maft-head, cried out, feeing their long trowfers, Pur Dieu , 
monfieur , its font Anglois ; they are Englifhmen : upon this they immediately fired a 
broad fide into us, with round and partridge fliot, by one of which Hatley was. flightly 
wounded in the leg. . 

As foon as we ftruck our flag, the enemy fent for all the En^lifh on board, and 
ordered two of their own officers into the prize. The Spanifh admiral then bore 
dire£Uy down upon the Mercury, and fired into her five and twenty guns at leaft, 
which bored ner fides through and through ; but fuch was the conftruttion of that 
extraordinary vcffel, that though full of water, there was not weight enough to fink her, 
and the three men who were in her efcaped unhurt. Don Pedjjo Midranda, the 
Spanifh commander, ordered thefe three men into his own fhip, in which ha intended 
to fail to Payta: as for me, he gave dire&ions that 1 fliould be fent forty miles up the 
country, to a place call Pitira ; and was fo kind as to leave Mr. Preffich, the furgeon, 
and my Serjeant Cobbs, to keep me company : as for Captain Hatley, and the reft, 
they were ordered to Lima by land, which was a journey of four hundred miles ; for 
that poor gentleman had the misfortune to be doubly under their difpleafure j firfl, for 
returning into thofe feas after having been prifoner fo long, and being fo well ufed 
amonglt them; add next, for the Cape Frio bufinefs, I mean the flripping tlje Portu- 
guefe captain, a good quantity of whole moidores were found about him. The defign of 
the admiral, in this, was, to have that affair fearched to the bottom, and the guilty 
feverely punifhed, without expofing the innocent to any danger. Here, therefore, I 
fhall take my leave of Captain Hatley for the prefent, and proceed to the obfervatious I 
made on the road, as the admiral was fo good as to fend me up into the country till his 
return from his cruize to Payta, when, as 1 lhall inform the reader in its proper place, 
J again joined him. . ' 
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As the ■weather in this part of the world is much too hot to permit people to labour 
in the midft of the day, the cuftom is to travel from fix in the evening till eight in 
the morning. My Indian guide fet me on the beft mule he had, which not caring to 
follow company, I led my fellow-travellers the way till ten o’clock, while day-light 
laded. I obferved the country one open plain, with Indian plantations, regularly 
enough laid out on each fide of us. This champagne country is from thirty to one 
hundred miles jjroad, and extends three hundred miles along fhore ; for I was moving 
to the fouthward, having the Cordelier mountains on the left hand, and the great ocean 
on the right. If this land was well watered, as the foil is pleafant and fertile, it might 
be as fine a country as any in the world ; but travellers are here obliged to carry 
water # for their mules, as well as themfelves. At the approach of night we were 
puzzled in the way ; I often found myfelf (topped by great hills of fand, and my mule 
as often endeavoured to pull the reins out of my hand ; which proving troublefome, 
the Indian advifed me to throw the reins on the mule’s neck ; and, as foon as that 
was done, the creature eafily hit the way. Thefe fands are often (hifted from place 
to place, which I take to be occafioned by the ft rung eddies of wind reverberatej from 
the mountains. At night ove reded a little at an old empty houfe in a coppice, about 
half way, which the guide told us was built by the inhabitants of Piura, for the accom- 
modation of the prince St.Bueno, viceroy of Peru, when they met him at his entrance 
on, his government, and regaled him. At feven in the morning we arrived at Piura, 
being an handfome regular town, fituated on the banks of the river Collan; The 
Indian conducted us to the houfe of an honeft Spanilh gentleman, and his wife, who 
having received his charge, the guide returned to Payta. In a quarter of an hour’s 
. time, the town’s people flocked in to fee the raree-lhew ; and, inflead of being ufed 
like prifoners at diferetion, we were entertained with refpeft and civility, which we 
were not tyre to meet with. Our landlord, I fhould fay, keeper’s name, was Don 
Jeronimo Efcildiviefo : he had five daughters ; upon the fight of whom, and their bene- 
ficent w-ay of receiving us, we hoped our time would Aide eafily away, and our captivity 
prove no way difagreeable. I began now to be fenfible of the admiral's favour, in 
ordering us. to this place ; for he had fuch intcreft in aH the.kingdom of Peru, that for his 
fake, we foun^very good treatment. After we had refrefhed ourfelves, according to 
the cuftom of the place, with chocolate, bifeuit, and water, we were diverted with the 
found of a Welch.harp in fome inner apartment 1 the artift had good command of it ; 
for I heard parts of*feveral famous Italian as well as Englifh compofitions ; and, upon 
inquiring, fflund .that all the Jhoneft Spaniard’s daughters had learned mufiC, and fung 
or played upon fome inftrument or other. Though, at firft, this feemed a little unac- 
qpuntable to us, yet I afterwards found, that mufic was common in Peru ; for the 
Italian party having a few years before prevailed at the court of Madrid, the laft 
viceroy, prince St. Bueno, who was an Italian, had brought a great many muficians of 
that country along with him, which has now fpread mufic every ; and it is as good 
in Peru, as in Old Spain. I the rather take notice. of this, becauL by opr being lovers 
of mufic, and behaving peaceably and civilly to the inhabitants, we palled our time very 
quietly and cheerfully, being expofed only to one inconvenience, which lafted ib long 
as we remained" the daily aflembling of the people to Hare at us, which 

myfelf and . my Serjeant Cobbs, bore jaretty well ; for, being ufed to exercife in public, 
we could turn to the right and left without being much incommoded : but our com- 
panion Mr. Preflick, being a graver iftan, at firft hung down his head, and was a ery 
melancholy j but, by degrees he grew better acquainted with the people, and found- 

b 2 rcafon 



BETAGIl’s ACCOUNT OF PERU. 

reafon to like them fo well, that when we were to remove, we had much to do to make 
him change his quarters. ^ * 

Alnioft all the commodities of Europe are diftributed. through the Spariilh America, 
by a fort of pedlars or merchants, on loot, who come from Panama to Payta by lea, 
and, in their road from the lad-mentioned port, make Piura their firlt ftage to Lima, 
dilpoliug of their goods, and leflening their burdens*, is they go along. Some take the 
road through Caxamarci, others th.rough Truxillo, along fliore from J.nna : they take 
their paffage hack to Panama by fea, and perhaps carry a little cargo of brandy with 
them: at Panama they again itoek themieives with European goods, returning by lea 
to Payta, where they are put on Ik re ; there triey hire mules, and load them, the Indians 
going with them, in order iu Lrl; g them back ; and fo tilde traders keep in a continual 
round, till they haw got enough to lire on. Their travelling expences are next to no- 
thing ; for the Indians arc brought under luei» tubjiChion, that they find lodging lor 
them, and proven;!* r for iheir mules : this every white face may command, being a 
homage the poor Indians are long accutiomed to pay; and lome think they have an 
honour done into the bargain, except, out oi gcnrrolity, they no a' and then meet with 
afmall recompence. In the Britifii and French nations a pedlar is defpifed, and his 
employment looked upon as a mean fhrft to get a living ; but it is other wife here, 
v. here the quick return of money is a fuflieient excufe lur the manner of getting it ; and 
there are many gentlemen in Old Spain, who, when their circnmilancvS in Hie are de- 
clining, fend their ions to the Indies to retrieve ihtir fortune this way : our lodging was 
in an outhoule purpofely for thefe travelling men. bants. According to tnc .'Spani/h 
cudom, we had our dinner lent to the table under cover, where Don Jeronimo ;\nd we 
eat together, while the good lady of the h ufe, and her daughters, iat tog ou.r in an- 
other room. T his is i lie practice at ail nuals ; and, il any firing liquors arc drank, it 
is then. In all our conduct, 1 think the good Spaniard was never dilobligtd,/.xccpt once, 
when he faw me drinking a dram with the uoci<»r at a hole victual ling-1 nude. As nothing 
is more difagrerab’e to the Spaniards than drunkeiuiefs, 1 had nunji ado to make amends 
for this Hep towards it; though they admit of grU.miry in the ulrtod excels ; fo that it is 
onlv changing one enormity for another. Aker we haul palled about fix weeks at Piura, 
our Indiart-guide came again to conduct us to Payta, the man of warding returned. 
When we were upon the point of taking Hvc, our furgeon was milling, which 
retarded us a dav longer. They haiPconci :u. il him ;n tnc town, aiyi dtfigned to keep 
him there, as he was a very ufeiul man : and il lie could have Iftxl a fmall elicit of 
medicine?, be mv’hLioon have made a haiidoinc fortune.* However,, the *next day we 
mounted our mules, and parted with great reluctance, cfpccially with our kind boll Don 
Jeronimo, anu his family. We went aboard the Brilliant at Payta, which, having done 
nothing at fea, made a tort of cruifing voyage to Cabo, the port of Lima. The civility 
I received from the admiral or general u the South Seas, as he is there called, is what 
1 have al rend v mentioned. I ihalt hole only add one circunulance to the honour of 
Month ur tie (I range, a captain under I he general. As loon as we were taken by the 
Brilliant, as ah ref id, this gentleman, feeing the foldicrs had dripped us* being the 
conquerors ufuai perquifites in all thefe -rales, he gcnoi'uuily gave me an handlome fuit 
of deaths, two pair of fill;, dockings, a hat, wig, ihirts. and tiling according '■> 

fo that in dead of differing, 1 was in reality a gainer by this accident. 

Our voyage to Lima took up about live weeks ; and, as loon as we arrived there, we 
Wire immediately lent to the iame prifon in wfyicli the (hip’s company were conlined, 
V/U5 .were font lither before us, Mr. Hatley only excepted ; who, lor the rcafons be- 
fore 
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fore-mentioned, was confined by himfelf, and very roughly treated. In a fiiort time 
‘ after our arrival, commiffioners were appointed to hear our raufe, and to determine, 
whether we mould be treated as criminals or as prifoners of war. The reafon of ih's 
was, the charge brought again!! us for piracy, not for what we had done in the South 
Seas, or at Icafl, not for that only, but upon a fuppofttion, that wc plundered *tl:e 
Spaniards there, becaufe none but Spaniards were to be met with, having ufed the like 
violence, as than charge fet forth, again it other nations, before our arrival in thefe leas ; 
which would have fliewn a piratical difpofition through our whole conduct. And of 
this they thought they had probable proof, fince by the moidores found upon Halley, 
it appears they were taken from the fubjects of a prince in perfect amity with the crown 
of England : but it was happy for us that the viceroy, Don Diego Morfilio, who was 
an archbifhop, and in the decline of life, was pleaied coolie to diferiminate the affair, 
and finding really but one of us guilty, would not fign any order for fhedding innocent 
blood : a- for liatlcv, lome were for fending him to the mines for life, others for bang- 
ing him ; bur the fevcral accounts of Captain Shelvocke’s vile proceedings contributed 
to his deliverance, the truth of which here were enough of our people atLimifto wit- 
nefs ; for, bolides Lieutenant Serjcantfon, and his men, who were brought hither, came 
the men who Shelvocke font with I lopkins to fhift for thomfelvcs in a poor empty bark, 
who, for want ui lultenancc, was forced to fu premier to tiie Indians ; fo that the court 
believing Shtlv-'cke more a principal in that piratical aft than Hatley, and fuppofmg 
we had been plagued enough before wc came hither, they though lit to let us all go 
by degrees : Hatley indeed was kept in irons about a twelvemonth, and then was 
allowed to icturn to England. I was much more. happy in this refpeci, iince my im- 
prifonment hilled but a fortnight ; wfiich was owing to the interpofition of Captain 
Fitzgerald., a gentlcmart born in France, who had a great interelf with the viceroy, and 
who, upon ill-' becoming fecuvity lor me, permitted me to have die liberty of the city, 
provided l teas always forthcoming when I was called for. As f was now' pretty much 
at cafe. 1 begun to*lo<»k about, me, and to inform my felt of what was paliim'- in this part 

, , ; « 1 i o i 

of the w . >rld. 

Among the iiffl of my inquiries ..n as that after the condition of other Fmglifli prifoners in 
the place ; anS, upon ai. mg for Mr. Serjcantfon, and his men, who were here before 
us, l undtrflood that m at or them had taken up. the religion of file country, had been 
chrillened, and \v «re ditperfed among the convent- in the city. The liril that I law, 
had got his pew catechilm it* one lumd, and a pair of large beads dangling jn. the other. 
I flailed, and aikui the fclloxt. how he liked if. lie faid very well ; ior hating his re- 
ligion to chafe, he thought theirs better than none, fince it brought him good meat and 
drink, and a quiet file. Many of Shelvocke's men followed this example; and 1 mav 
vcnttTrc to fay, this was as good a reafon as te-lL of our pco; !e could give for their <w- 
cafional conn rmity. It is lure reckoned very meritorious to make a convert, and many 
arguments were tiled ior that end ; yet was there no rigour (hewn to bring any of us 
over. Thole who thought fit to be baptized, had g*. nerr.il !o- .e of tile merchants of 
Lima for tfieir piuirom i.r gmh at hers, who never failed giving their godchildren a fuit 
of cloaths, and fome money, to d. ink their healths. A bout this time, lour or five of 

Clippcrton’s men, and as many v i .Shelvocke’s, got leave from their con veil!;; to meet 
together at a ppblic houfe ke]>t by one John Hell, an Engliihman, who had a negio 
wife, that, tor lome ierviccs or other, .had got her freedom. The tlelign of this mating 
was to confirm them- new baptilmuiih a bowl of punch : the eonlequcnce of which wag 
they all got drunk, and qua n died ; and, forgetting tiny were true catholic.;, rnitnok 
an image of lome honeil faint, that flood in a corner, for one of their own company, 
• * knocked 



€ BETAOH's ACCOUNT' OF PERfc. 

knocked him down, and demolifhed him, I, miffing the fellows for a few days, in- 
quired at John’s houfe what was become of them ; he told me the ftory, and /aid, 
they were all put in the Inquifition, fbr the thing having taken air, he was obliged to 
complain of it, or go thither himfelf ; but promifed, that, underhand, he would en- 
deavour to get them releafed ; which, I found afterwards, was done in five days', fo 
that they had time to repent, and be fober. Bell faicf, if the men had (till remained 
heretics, this drunken bout had not come within the verge of the ecclefigftical power ; 
but, being novices, and juft admitted into the church, they were the eafier pardoned, 
as their outrage upon the faint was no proof of their relapfe into error, or an affront 
to the catholic faith, fince done when they were all difordered in liquor. At length, 
•about a dozen men in both our fhips, being well inftrufted, were diicharged frojn the 
cloifters, and fent to Calao, to help to careen and fit out the Flying-fifh, then defigned 
for Europe. Here they entered into a projeft to run away with the Margarita, a pretty 
failing Ihip, that lay in the harbour, and go upon the account for themfelves, which 
■differs nothing from piracy > but, not knowing what to do for ammunition, and a com- 
•pafs, they applied to Mr. Serjeantfon, telling him, they had a defign to ftcal away by 
land to Panama, where, being an Englifh faftory, they might have a chance to get 
home ; that they had got half a dozen firelocks, with which they might kill wild hogs, 
■or get fome game, as they went along, if he would be fo kind as to help them to a 
■little powder and fhot, and a compafs to fleer their way through the woods. The 
fellows, by begging, and making catholic figns to the good people at Lima, that they 
were poor Englifh newly baptized, had got together fome dollars, which they ddkgd 
Serjeantfon to lay out, who, not miftrufting the plot, took their money, and ljQU|pre>' 
them what they wanted. Thus furnifhed, one of them came to me at Lima, aftd ftttdT 
there was an opportunity offered to make my fortune, by running away with the Mar- 
garita at Calao, if I would embrace it ; whereupon he told me the ftory, and that 
Sprake was to have the copimjmd, as being the only artift among them. »I anfwered, 
that it was a bold defign ; but as Captain Fitzgerald had engagedffor' my honour, 1 was 
obliged not to meddle with-it. In a few days the plot was difeovered, their lodgings 
were fearched, their arms taken away, and they put in prifan. The government was 
greatly provoked, and had near determined their execution, when am order came to 
releafe all but Sprake, who, being thqprojeftor, was kept in irons two or three months, 
and then fet at liberty, if this fhews the reftlefs enterprifing temper of our Teamen, 
it proves, a^the fame time, that the Spaniards in Peru are by no meins fo cruel, either 
in religious or ftate profecutions as in Europe ; though I fm inclined -to thmk, that the 
•converfion of thefe people, fuch as it was, operated greatly in their favour ; it may be 
alfo, that they were fome way influenced by fear, fince the Englifh privateers were ftjll 
upon the coaft, and in cafe they had received intelligence of thefe people being feterely 
dealt with, might have revenged it on fome of their prifoners. But it is to little pur- 
pofe to employ one’s thoughts in attempting to difeover the motives of an aft of Spanifh ' 
policy, fince, whatever thofe motives were, the aft in itfelf was compaffionate and 
good. 

The dominions which the Spaniards poffcfs in America are fo large, and fo valuable* 
that there is no doubt, if they were properly governed, they might render that mo- 
narchy equally formidable in Europe, and the Indies. The long flay { made in Peru, 
the prefent ftate of which there are few opportunities of knowing in this part of the 
World, afforded me the means of examining with leifure and attention their manner of 
living^ the form* of their government, the nature of their amufements and diverfions, 
which, in this country, take place of bufmefs, and furnifhed me with many opportu- 
nities 
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cities of inquiring into thofe things very minutely, which did not fall immediately under 
my obfervation as an eye-witnefs ; and of thefe I fhall endeavour to give the reader as 
clear, as diftinft, and as ^accurate an account, as is in my pojver, with the greateft 
regard to truth, tyid conftantly diftinguifhipg between what fell immediately under my 
knowledge, and what was derived to me by the information of others. This was cer- 
tainly the belt ufe I could make,of that leifure I enjoyed, while a prifoner in th^ hands 
of the Spaniards ; and may poffibly contribute more to the fervice of my country, thao* 
if I had employed myfelf in privateering on the coaft. I fhall begin with the defcription 
of the place where 1 fpent molt part of my time, - and which, as it is the centre of the 
Spanilh government in thefe parts, enabled me to gain a greater infight into their 
affairs, than if I had paffed my days in any of their ports, or in an inland city, lefs 
frequented. The liberty I was allowed, and the kind ufage I received, made this Hill 
the more eafy ; and therefore it may be depended upon, that what I offer the world is 
a fair and genuine reprefentation of matters of fa£t, and not a fine-fpun ftory, framed 
from conje&ure and hearfay. If, after all, the widfe difference between the manners 
of thefe people and thofe in the northern part of Europe, Ihould give it an air o'f extra- 
vagance, I mud defire the reader to refled, that this is not owing to me, but to the 
fubject. A man, who undertakes to defcribe things he has feen, muff defcribe them 
as they are, without regard to the appearance they may make in the eyes of others. 
But to come to the point : The great and rich city of Lima is the metropolis of Peru, 
and the feat of an archbilhop. It is a regular-built city, the ftreets all ftrait and fpa- 
cious ; fo that you go through it’ any way, without turning a comer. It is compoied 
-©f little fquares, like St. Iago, the capital of Chili ; which was copied from this. It 
ft$nds in an open vale, having only a gentle ftream to water it, and which divides it, 
as the Thames does London from Southwark, allowing for the great difproportion. 
The port of Lima is a\ Calao, feven miles below it. The houfes are only one ftory 
high, of twelve or fourteen feet, becaufe of the frequent earthquakes in that country. 
There ar£ about eight parifhes, three colleges for ftudents, twenty-eight monafteries 
of friars, and thirtefcp monafteries of nuns ; fo that the religious take up ^ fourth part 
of the city. However, by the quick flow of money, and the vaft fums bequeathed, 
being the fcffe&s of celibacy, they are all well endowed and fupported; befides which, 
there are two # hofpitals for the fick, poor, and difabled, and where feverat of our men 
were kindly looked after, The length of the city, from north tofouth, is two miles, 
the breadth one &iyl an half; the wall, with the river, making a circumference of fix 
miles. Oi} the eaft part of the ftream lies the other part of the City, bepig joined by 
a very handfome (tone bridge of feven arches. I computed that there were* 60 or 
70,000 perfons in Lima, all forts and colours included ; and I do not wonder at any 
multiplication in a city, which is the centre of fo much affluence and pleaiure ; for, 
befules the natural increafe of the inhabitants, all fliips that trade that way, whether . 
private or public, generally leave fome ueferters, who chufe to ftay behind, from the 
encouragement all white faces meet with. Of all parts of tiio ' orld, the people here 
are molt gxpenfive in their habit. The men drefs as they do m England, their coats 
being either of filk, or fine Englilh cloth, and hair camlets, embroidered, or laced 
with gold and filver ; and their waiftcoats commonly the beft brocades. The women 
never wear hoops or flays, only a ftitched holland jacket next their Unfits. They gene- 
rally throw oxer their fhoulders a fquare piece of fwaa-flein flannel, entirely covered 
with Flanders lace ; befides the filver or gold lace round the petticoat. When they 
walk out, the Creoiian women are veiled, but not the Mulatto ; and, till the age of 
thirty or forty, they wear no head-cloaths, their Jiair being tied *behifl*i with .fine 
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ribbands. But the pride of the fex appears chiefly in Mechlin and Bruflels lace, with 
v'Hich they trim their linen in a moft extravagant manner, not omitting their (heets 
and pillows, befides the oi.Uv. u\l covering of the mantle .aforefaid. Their linen is 
doubly bordered with it, top and boltoni, with ruffles of four or five furbelows hanging 
down to the knee. Then, as to pearls and precious Hones, which tliey wear in rimrs, 
and' bracelets for the neck and arms, they are very extravagant, though the value is 
hardly equal to the Ihew they make. 

The viceroy has an ha.ndfome palace in the great quadrangle of the .-city, which I 
take to be near as large as Lincoln’s- Inn- 'Fields, London. His Calory is o.n theufand 
pounds a year ; and his perq ufites double that lum : And though hi,-: government 
expires at three, four, or five years’ end, as the king pleafes, yet, i: is fi; pooled, he 
makes a good fortune for life ; for he has all places in his gift, both in the government 
and army, throughout Peru, except particular perfons are fent or nominated by the 
king. The judicial court confiils of twelve judges, not to mention the inferior officers, 
counfel, and folicitors. Here all caui'es Ihould come to be decided, but they are too 
often determined beforehand in favour of the pai ty who gives moft money ; and though 
thefe vdft dominions abound in riches, yet there is not abundance of work for the 
lawyers, became the ftatutes are few and plain, which is certainly happier than a mul- 
titude of laws explaining one another, till they are fo intricate, that the blue of a 
caule depends more upon the craft of a folicilor and advocate, than the truth of the 
cafe. Befides all this, a multiplication of laws begets an infinity of attornics and 
counfellors, who live high and great upon the difirefles of other people, and as often 
argue a man out of his right as into it. Thefe hanlfhips are pall retrieving ; becaufe 
every magiftrate knows his reign to be but fhort, and if he don't make a fortune he 
is laughed at ; lo that they wink one at another ; and the great diftance between Peru 
and Spain, is a reafon the king’s orders are feklom regarded, being rwo years going 
backward and forward ; whence ariie many clatuleftinc doings; for, according to law, 
the king fhculcl have a twentieth part of the gold, and a fifth part of all filver; but 
there are valt quantities that never pay duty, carried privately over 'the continent the 
north way, as well as the Couth, by trading Chips ; and though there are prodigious 
fums allowed for the militia, garriibns, and repairs of fortifications, yet it is not one- 
half applied : from all which it is eaf’y to imagine, what immenfe revenues would 
come to the treafury at Madrid, if his, Catholic Majelty was but faithfully ferved. 

The country in Peru is naturally fubjedt lo earthquakes; at Lim^tbev had two great 
ones about fijiy years ago, which overturned houfes, churofics, and couvcnjs; and, in 
the reign of Charles 11. the late king of Spain, there was tfn earthquake near the equi- 
noctial line, that lifted up whole fields, and carried them fever.il miles off. Small 
Chocks are often felt without doing any harm; and I have been two or three titne,s 
called out of bed when fitch a tiling has happened, though we have heard no moi’e of 
it ; but, upon thefe occafions, the bells always toll to prayers. Notwithftanding this 
country, efpecialiy nigh the coafl, has fuiFercd much by earthquakes, yet their churches 
are lofty ettougB, and neatly built : that part of their architecture, which requires tnofl 
ftrengih, is generally fmifhcd with burnt bricks ; but their houfes are alrbuilt with 
bambo, cants, and bricks, dried only by the weather, which are durable enough, be- 
caufe it never rains : the covering is a matting with allies upon it, to keep out the dews, 
which is all the wet they have. The final l river of Lima is moftly fiiow-water, de- 
feending from the neighbouring mountains, whicj? are covered all the year withfnow, 
but partly diffolved in the futnmer feafon, which is from September to March. One 
would cxpe& it much hotter thereabouts than it is, , there being no proportion between 
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the feedt hf this climate in. America, and the fame degree of latitude in Africa : for 
qdph, there are two reafons ; the one is the cool temper of the air, proceeding from 
the, cdngealed fnow on the mountains, which diffufcs itfelf every way; the -other isrht 
humidity of the vapotors, which hang ovef the plains, and which are fo frequeht, that, 
When I Cardie firft to Lima, I often expected it would rain. Thcfe vapours are nfot fo 
coarfe, low, and gloomy as our fogs ; nor feparated above, like our fummer clouds ; 
but an exhalation between both, being fpread all round, as when we fay the day is 
overcaft. : fo that fometimes a fine dew is felt upon the outward garments, and difeorned 
by the eye upon the knap cf the cloth. This is an happy convenience at Lima, th< 
people being thus fereened one half of the day from the fun ; and though the afternoon 
be *un-lhine, ’tis very tolerable, being mixed with the fea breezes, and not near fo 
hot as at Lifbon, and fonte parts of Spain in Europe, which are thirty degrt.es further 
from the equator. The want of rain in Ajs part of the continent obliged the poor 
Indians, before the conqueft, to make drains and canals, for bringing down water 
from among the diftant mountains ; which they have done with fuch great labour and 
fkill, that the vallies are properly refrefhed, producing grafs, cqrn, and variety of 
fruits, to which the aforefaid dews may alfo a little contribute ; and therefore this 
fhews, that there is no judging from circumftances, whether a country be habitable or 
not, fince, in this refpeft, nothing would feem more conclufivc than the abfolute want 
of rain. A Spanifh hiftorian has given us the natural caufe of this perpetual drought : 
he obferros, that the fouth-weft winds blow upon the Peruvian coalt all the year round, 
and the ocean is therefore called Pacific, becaufe the winds never diftnrb the waters : 
thefr eafy gales always bear away the vapours from the plains, before they can rife and 
form a body fufficient to defeend in a fhower ; but, when they are carried farther and 
higher, they grow tftore compact, and at length fall, by their own.weight, into rain. 
They hav^ plenty of cattle, fowl, and fifli, and all provifion common with us, except 
butter, ihltead of which they always ufe lard ; they have oil, wine, and brandy enough, 
though not fo good as in Europe. They drink much of the Jefuits herb cainini, brought 
from Paraguay by land ; for all Eait India tea is forbid ; they make a decoction of it, 
and fuck it through a pipe; it is generally here called 1 mattea, being the name of the 
bowl out of* which they drink it. Chocolate is their ufual breakfalt, a^id a grace-cup 
after dinner ; fometimes they diink a glafs of Jprandy for digeftion, but fcarce any wine 
at all. In the kingdom of Chili they make a little butter, luch as it is ; and their way of 
doing it i,s remarkable: the cnar.i is put into a fheep-fkin, and kept onjrurpofe for that 
uf ; two women lay it orf a table, and fhake it between them, till it comes.* 

The Spaniards are no friends to the boule ; yet gallantry and intrigue are here 
brought to perfection ; for they devote fo much of their time to the fervice of the fair 
fex, that it is unmannerly nut to have a • iflreis, and fc.mdalous not to keep her well. 
As for the women, they have many aceomplilhmcms, both natural and acquired; 
their converfation is free and fprightly, their motion graceful,, their looks winning, and 
their words engaging : they have all a delicate fhape, not liquid with fUff-bodied flays, 
but left to the beauty of nature ; io that there is no fnen thing as a crooked body 
among them. Their eyes and teeth are particularly excellent ; and' their hair, being 
generally of a dark pohlhed hue, is finely combed, and platted and tied behind with 
ribbands, bqjt never difguifed with powder ; for the brighineis of their lkins round tl e 
temples appears very well fhade<j through the hair, like light through a landfcape. 
Ihough amours are univerfal at Lima, yet the men are careful enough to hid.-* them } 
for no indeceiM: word or action is, allowed in public. They have leafons for thcfe 
entertainments ; one is at the flefla, or afternoon’s nap, which ir commonly with the 
von. xiv. . c niiflrels ; 
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xniflrefe j the other is in thd evening, crfifs the water, in calafees, or at the great Innate 
in jtbe town, where the calalhes meet in great numbers toward^ the duik $ theft; are 
flung like our coaches, but fmaller, and many of them fit only for two, fitting oppofiret 
they are always drawn by one mule, with me negro driver upon his ’back j and it is 
ufual, among' foofe calames, to obferve feveral of them with the windows dofe up, 
ftanding^ftill for half an hour together. In thefe amufements, they have feveral cuftoms 
peculiar io themfelves : after evening prayers, the gentleman changes his rircfs from a 
cloak into a montero, or jockey-coat, with a linen laced cap^ and a handkerchief about 
his neck inftead of a wig : if he wears his hair, it muft be tucked under a cap, and 
that flapt all down j fo'tnat it is an univerfal falhion to be difguifod fotne Way or other; 
for thole who have no miflrejs are afiiamed tb be thought virtuous, and muft be in 
fome matk or other to countenance the way of the worla. But, as all this is night- 
work, they have an eftablithed rule to prevent quarrels, which is, never to fpeak or 
take notice one of another, whether they are going in queft of, or vifiting their ladies ; 
fo that, in Ihort, the forepart of the night is a masquerade all the year round. Among 
the rank <of people who do not keep cala&es, there are feveral points to be obferved, 
particularly when they take the evening air ; one couple never walks clofe upon the 
heels of another ; but, to prevent 'the publishing any fecret whifpers, each couple walks 
at the diftance of twelve yards at Heart j and if any lady drops a fen, or any thing, by 
accident, a gentleman may civilly take it up, but he muft not give it to the lady, but 
the gentleman who is with hef, forflie thay be the filter oh wife of him that takes if 
up ; and, as the women are all veiled, thefe wife laws are invented to prevent any 
impertinent difeoveries. A freedom of that kitld is looked upon as the higheft affront 
in all gallantry, and merits a drawn fword through the liver. They are fo careful m 
thefe rules, that if aby rtan fees his intiraafe friebd any where with a woman, he muft 
in no wife take notice of him, or /peak of it afterwards. Things of this nature are 
all done with the greateft gravity imaginable, and the practice of gallantry becomes, 
by this means, decent, foft, and eafy : but notwithftaadirtg the cnmtherce of love, is 
here fo regularly fettled, yer there are jeafoufies now and then fobbing, which fome- 
times have ended fatally. Thefe was a ftory of this fort pretty firfcth when*I was at 
Lima a yodhg lady had for fome time, as the thought, been' 1 the foie fovtreign of her 
lover’s heart ; but, by chalice, the found him in 'the company of another woman ; and, 
as our inimitably Shakefpeare has it, “ trifles, light as air, are, to the jealous, confirma. 

tions ftrong the waited therefore no further proof, of his infidenty, nor. expe&ed 
any excuTe for the wrong done her, but fuddply drew his digger, and difpatched him. 
She was foon brought to trial ; and when every one expected the would pay the forfeit 
of her life, her judges gave it this turii, that it was not malice, but excels of love, that 
prompted her to the rain deed ; Ihe Was therefore acquitted : but fome nice cafuifte 
thought fhe ftiould, in honour, have hanged herfelf. How agreeable foever thefe 
practices are to the Creole Spaniards, yet they caule an ^convenience to fodety ; for 
the men axe fo ferioufly taken up with thefe forts of matters, that the women engrofs 
itioft of their time, and fpoil public convCrfation. For "this rcafon, there are nX taverns 
or eoffee-houfes ; fo that the men are only to be met with at their offices, or at churoh. 
The feme inconvenience, in a greater or Ids degree, attends this propenfity to gal- 
lantly, wherever 'it prevails ; and may be juftly confidered as the bane, of induury, 
corrupting the minds of both fexes, and inffilling thj bafeft principles of indolence and 
debauchery. • 

l y^r hlgfiy owing to this effeminate difpofition, that all manly exercifes, all ufeful 
knov®tjge, and that noble emulation, which infpirits virtue, and keeps alive refped 
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40 foepubjie gpqtV^fe uafoptwht of here : for, as there is nafomlly a feat mixture 
of phlegm apa feubbarffoels m'Spnilh confotutlons, fo whatever fettles .amongft them 
lt»te»^El ouftbtn* obtains the force of an inviolable law; and, however abfurd, however 
contrary fo rd&gionftr virtue,, Aowever noxious to fociety, or fatal to private peade, is 
apt to pe rooted out by art, or Fome* The amulements, therefore, that ferve to relax 
the labours of the wdallriousp in other countries^ and yet keep alive the vigour and 
activity of body, apd pf puna, are never known in Peru ; and whogver (houldattetnpt 
to introduce them, would be confidered as an innovator, which, among Spaniards, is 
a frightful tkfog: nor would they foffer themfclves to be convinced, that marfei ever* 
cifes, or literary conference*, ^are preferable to intrigues. They have, however, a fort 
of playhoufe, wherp the young gentlemen and Undents divert foemfelvck after their 
falBion ; for what performances they have in the dramatical way are fo mean, that they 
are hardly worth mentioning, being feripture ftories, interwoven with ronrances, and, 
which is foil worfe, with obfepnity. 

It was at this theatre, that two Englilhmen, pf Monfibur Martinet’s fquadron, fought 
a prize a little beforpLcarae tp Lima : they firft obtained leavfe of the viceroy to exer- 
cife at the ufual weapon^ and, after the ffit t -day was fixed, mpft df the* time was 
taken up with preparatory cereofonies, to-bring, as we phrafe it, an hqufe ; preceded 
by beat of drum, in their Holland fbijlts and ribband?, feluting the fpe&atorS at the 
window? with a flourilh of the fword ; fo that, by the extraordinary gallant manner qF 
the thing, the Whole city came to fee the trial of fejp: fome gave gold, but very few 
lefs than a dollar ; when the company, male and female, were clofe packed together, 
the mailers mounted the ftage; and, after the ufual compliment, ‘peculiar to the Eng- 
lifh'natipn, of Ihaking hands before they fight, they retired 1 in great order, and flood 
upon their guard. Several bouts were played wjfoout mucfiwrath or damage^ but the 
defign of this meeting being more to get money than cuts or credit, one of the mailers 
had the ljfrfonabfe fortune to receive a fmail hurt on the breaft, which, having blooded 
his Hurt, began to make foe<s$nbat look terrible •, upon Which the company fearing, 
fir&m fuch a dreadful beginning, that the zeal of the^cfoimpions might grow too warm, 
and conceiving, till they Were reconciled, no man in 1 foe Eoufe was law, unanimoully 
cried out Bafta, Balia, Which figpifies Enough, Enough ; and fo the h«ufe broke up. 
The jailors, finding this abetter prize than any they ever met with at fea, humbly be- 
fought h|s Excellency tp gtantjfoem a licence for another trial of (kill } but the viceroy, 
and all the people, were agafoft it, from a religious objection that could never be got 
over ; arid mat was, fell the fellows fhouki kill one another, and die without absolution. 
One cannot help qbferving, when fo fair an opportunity offers, that the public diver- 
fioas pf any place always* foew the temper of a people £ whence appears foe danger of 
introducing, upder the notion pf elegance, 'foe amufements of a dejected Or an effemi- 
nate nation, becaufe,, in time, they every where produce the fame effects ; that is to fay, 
they mould thole, ampngft whom they are Introduced, foto the feme temper with foofe 
from whom they are derived ; and f dare fey*, if gallantry frWrifed here aS much as in 
Peru, we fhould foon grow<Wynuch out of love with prize-f%’iting, arid with whatever 
elfe had any affinity with labour or danger, as they : lb natural it is, for foe love of 
pfeafure to daftardize the very braveff people. 

A further infomce we have of this deficiency of fpirit in foe Spaniards, front their 
barefefihefe With.refped to foofe countries and iffands yet undilcovered, in foe neigh- 
bourhood of their vaft dominions in America j notwithftanding the affurances they have 
had, that fome of thefe countries are richer, and of much greater confequence, than 
foofe they have already conquered or fettled. The firft Sparnlh governors of l^ckfeo 
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and Peru were not of this indolent and unafpiring temper ; butbeftowed great care and 
pains in endeavouring to obtain the moft perfect knowledge poffible of- the places bor- 
dering upon thofe under their refpe&ive governments; but now that generous thirft of 
fame is abfolutely extingnifhed, and the Spanifh governors, inftead of aiming at- new 
difcqyeries, content themfelves with plundering their fellow-fubje&s, that are fettled iu 
the old. The regions which lie north of the kingdom of Mexico, are known to abound 
with fllyer,. predioqs flones, and other rich commodities; yet the Spaniards not only 
decline their conqueft on that fide, but difcourage, as much as they can; the reports 
fpread ff the wealth and value of thofe countries. Upon the fame principles, they give 
no fort of encouragement to attempt penetrating into the heart of South America, 
whence the beft part of the riches of Peru is known to come; the mountains, which 
are at the back of the country, being extremely rich in gold ; and the regions on the 
other fide, towards the North Seas, known to be inhabited by nations that have abun- 
dance of that valuable metal ; though, for fear of being opprefled by the Europeans, 
they conceal it as much as poflible. If this proceeded from a maxim of true policy, 
viz- that jof being content when they have enough, and applying themfelves to govern 
well what they already poftefs, it would be extremely commendable, and would cer- 
tainly contribute to the fafety, peace, and continuance of their empire in thofe parts. 
But while it appears plainly, from the conduft of their viceroys and other officers, that 
they have nothing in view but accumulating wealth, at the expence of thofe they fhould 
protect, it is natural for the people to with, that they would apply themfelves to difeo- 
Veries, which would afford the governors means of making their fortunes, without dif- 
trefling fuch as are already fubjeds to the crown of Spain. 

But, of all the difeoveries that have ever been talked of amongft the Spaniards, that 
which has made the moft noife, is the Ifland or lilands of Solomon. Thefe are luppofed 
to be the fame with thofe difeovered by the famous Ferdinand de Quiros : he reported 
them to be excefiively rich, as well as extremely populous ; and (lefircd, by, repeated 
memorials, that he might be authorized, by the Crown of Spain, to proceed in, and 
finifh that difeovery ; but, as all Iris inftances were negle&ed, in thtffpace of" a few years 
it became a queftion, whether there really were any fuch illands or not 5 and the treat- 
ing this matter* as a romance, w as, for fome time, a political maxim with* the viceroys 
of Peru ; and perhaps, by degrees, the very wifeft people in America would have been 
brought over to this opinion ; but it fo happened, that, towards the latter end of the 
laft century, fuch difeoveries were made as to the reality of thefe*ifl;inds, that Don 
Alvaro da Miranda was lent in the year 1655, upon dil'ccwering them, inVhich he 
mifearried ; but, in the fearch, met with four iflands, between 7 and io° of fouth lati- 
tude, wonderfully rich and pleafant ; the inhabitants of which w r ere a better looking 
people, and far more civilized, than any of the Indians upon the continent. This * 
qccafioned a good deal of difeourfe at that time ; but the difturbances that followed 
foon after, took up people’s thoughts to fuch a degree, that all hopes of finding, or 
even endeavouring to find, thefe happy iflands, were intirelylaid afide. 

Yet, while I was in Peru, this attempt was rsnewed again, though to very Ifctle pur- 
pofe, by an odd accident. Before I enter upon this, 1 muft be obliged to lay fome- 
thing Or theperfon employed in the difeovery : among the reft of the French traders or 
interlopers, that were deftroyed by Martinet’s fquadron, there was one Mr. Thaylct, 
whom I was well acquainted at Lima, who loft all his efFefh: but even this hard 
ufBfec could not drive him out of Peru ; he came thither to make a fortune, and he did 
hdtjV, UflBfe means, care to return home a beggar. He had formerly commanded fevc* 
tal gfySffSlps, and was an expert arttft. He offered his fervice to the Government, 
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'■ Rad this offeufof hai was very kindly received. The firft affair of importance in which 
herwas employed, was an expedition to the Ifland of Juan Fernandez, in order to find 
there the bottle, with the iniiruetions, which Captain Clipperton, left behind hum for 
Captain Shelvocke, when, in purfuance ojf his initrudions, he touched at that ifland, 
and cruiled in its neighbourhood for a month. Of this the viceroy was informed by one 

of Clipper ton’s men, that was taken prifoner ; which information immediately produced 
a refolution to fend for thofe inftrudtions, in order to prevent the Englih privateers 
from joining i and a more proper man for fuch an expedition could not have been found 
than Mr. Thaylet, who, in point of ingenuity and practice, was a much m>re capable 
man than molt in the Spanilh fervice. This circumftancc of fending for the bottle is 
the mo ft authentic teftimony that can poflibly be expected to the truth of Thaylet’s 
jourhal, and the hiftory already given of Clipperton’s proceedings. I might add, that 
it is as directs refutation of all that Captain Shelvocke has advanced upon this fubjett j 
fo that it is impoflible for any man, who confiders it, to believe what he charges 
Captain Clipperton with to be true ; or to dream, that it ever was the intention of 
Clipperton to defert Shelvocke- It might alfo be obfcrved, that the latter does not fa 
much as pretend to have left any inltrudions r c r Clipperton, in cafe he Ihould come to 
any of the places where Shelvocke had Jouched y the inference from which is very 
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While Mr. Thaylet w as gone upon his cruife, a Spanilh Ihip arrived at Calao, the 
mailer of which reported, that, being driven out of his courfe, he had made thelflands 
of Solomon. This occasioned much dilcourfe oil that fubjett, and the comparing all 
the different accounts that had been given of thefe iflands, and their inhabitants, which 
appeared fo clear, fo probable, and well connected, is fcarce to leave any doubt of the 
veracity of fuch as pretended to have made this difeovery. In the midll of the difcourles 
‘railed by this accident, another Ihip arrived, with the like account, attended with cir- 
cumitancffs, which rendered it evident, tliat there y>uld not be any fraud or collufion 
in the cafe ; but that both had, by pure accident, been driven upon the fame ifland. 
This was very luclcyfor Mr. Thaylet, fince, while he was employed in one expedition, 
another was thus unexpectedly provided for him. On^his return with the inftrudions, 
and the two *nen who deferred there, the viceroy, willing to encourage, him, thought 
of this fliort expedition lor him in the fame veffel, being an Englilh ketch of about 
fixty tons, and jn which he had ferved Captain Martinet as a tender ; for the intelli- 
gence he had received of Solomon’s Ifland made his Excellency curious to purfue the 
difeovery.* He therefore ordered the ketch 'to be fitted out for ftvo jnonths, under 
Thaylet’s command ; who accordingly failed into to fouth, in which latitude the ifland 
was faid to He. He cruifed thereabbtits till his provifiOn was very, nigh expended, and 
‘relumed, without luccefs. However, as the fame account came by two different fliips, 
who touched there, the Spaniards verily oelieve there is fueh a place j for the men 
reported, that the natives, as to their perfons and behaviour, were much like the Indians 
on the continent ; that they had gold and filver things am^ngnbem ; buit that their lan- 
guage weut Ilrange and unintelligible. The reafon why Mr. ihaylet could not meet 
with Solomon’s Ifland, might be from the uncertainty of the latitude, and his inability 
of making further fearch, being provided only for two months ; for I have been informed 
in London, that the laid ifland or iflands lie more foutherly in the Pacific Ocean, than 
where they ;fre laid down in the Dutch maps j and the two Spaniards, .who had been 
there, were only fmall trading veffels, carried thither by irregular currents j and could 
give no certain account of the latitude, becaufe they kept no rgpkoning. And thus 
ended all thoughts of proiecuting this difeovery at tliat time. 
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As the riches of Peru confift chiefly in their filver mines, Ifhall endeavour to treat 
■of thefe, not only from my own experience, but from the beft lights 1 havebeen able 
to derive from the ftribteft inquiry I had it in my power to make from others- There 
•re two forts of filver mines ; the one, where filver is found fcattered about in fmall 
quantities; the other, where it runs in a vein between two rocks ; the ope exceflively 
hard ; and the other much fofter ; and it is thefe laft, which beft deferye, and are gen£~ 
rally diftinguilhed by, the name of filver in ines. This; precious metal, which is,/fp 
other countries, the ftandard or meafure of riches, is, in JPeru, the riches' of the coun- 
try, confidered in another light, I mean that of a natural commodity ; fpr, throughout 
the whole of that vaft country, there are almoft every where filver mines to be met 
with, of more or lefs value, according as the ore produces more or left filver, and can 
be wrought at a greater or lefs expence. There are fome, but not a great many, mines 
to the northward of Lima; but, to the fouth, they are very numerous. On the back 
of the Andes, there lies a nation of Indians, called los Plateros, or the Plate-men, 
from the vaft quantities theypofiefs of filver; but the Spaniards have very little com- 
munication with them. The beft part of the mine countries are to the fouth of Cufco, 
from theftce toPotofi, and fo to the frontiers of Chili; and where, for. the fpace of 
300 miles, there is a continued fueteffion of, mines, fome being difeovered, and others 
deferred, everyday. 

It is a common thing for the people here, as, well as elfewhere, to complain of the 
prefent times, and commend the paft, as if heretofore there were; infinitely greater 
quantities of filver dug put of the mines than at prefent : and, perhaps, with regard to 
particular mines it may be fo ; but, upon the whole, doubtlefs the quantities of filver 
that are annually obtained in the Spanifh Weft Indies abundantly exceed what were for- 
merly exported from thence. As to the names of thofe, which haye been moft remark- 
able, or arelb at prefent, in the country of Peru; they are thefe ;viz. the mines of 
Loxa and Camora, Cuenca, Puerto Veio, St. Juan del Oro: thefe are wrought at 
prefent, Thofe of Oruro and Titiri are negleQed. Thofe of Porco and Plata filled 
up. At Potofi there are a great number of mines. ; And thofe of Toraina, Chocaia, 
Atacama, Xuxui, the Cafohaqqes, Guafco, Iquique, &c. are all wrought with more 
or lefoproftt ; ,and this according to the ikiU of their proprietors, or of fuch as have the 
direction of thefe works. It is generally believed, and there feems to be fomereafon 
for it, dial experience has taught the Creolians here a perfect acquaintance with mine- 
rals, and the art of treating them, fo as to obtain the largeft profit But, however, 
when one^conftders their ignorance in other arts, their going" on conftantly inPthe fame 
beaten track in this, together with their vaft wafteof qutckfifver, one is almoft tempted 
to believe, that our European miners might manage their works to ftill greater advan- 
tages. This feems thfe more probable, when one reflect, that this knowledge of theijrs 
is not at all founded upon principles, but «, properly fpeaking, an art built upon acci- 
dental difeoveries, in whien there is little of accuracv, and abundance of uncertainty ; 
Which will be more evident to die reader, when he nas perufed and confidered the fol- 
lowing account of the manner in which the filver is extracted from the om at the 
mines* ■ 

The moft perfect filver that comes from thence, is in that form which the Spaniards 
call Pinnas, which is a lump of filver extremely porous, becaufe it is the remainder of 
a pafte, made of filver-duft and mercury ; and the latter being exhaled*, leaves this 
remainder of die mafs fpongv, full of holes, and lijjht. It is this kind of filver that is 
put into different forps by the merchants, in order to cheat the king ofhig duty, though 
thatis but very moderate; and therefore all filver in this condition, if found any wherq 
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on the road, or on board any (hip, is looked upon as contraband goods, and is liable 
to feizure. In regard to the art of refining, therefore, I am to fhew the progrefs of 
the ore from the mine to this kind of mafs or cake : after having broken the ftone taken 
out of the vein of ore, they grind it in their mills with grind ftones, or in the Ingenios 
Raales, ‘or royal engines, which confift of hammers or pounders, like the French 
plafter-mills. They have generally a wheel Of about twenty-five or thirty feet diameter, 
whofe long axle-tree is fet with fmooth triangles, which, as they turn, hook or lay 
hold of the Iron hammers, lift them up to a certain height, from whence they drop at 
once at every turn ; they generally weigh about 200 weight, and fall fo violently, that 
they cruih and reduce the hardeft ftones to powder by their weight alone. They after- 
wards lift that powder through iron or copper fieves, to takeaway the fineft, and return 
the 'reft to the mill. When the ore happens to be mixed with fome metals, which ob.- 
ftrutt its falling to powder, as copper, then they calcine that in an oven, and pound it 
over again. 

In the little mines, where they ufe none but mills with grind-ftones, they, for the 
moft part, grind the ore with water* which makes a liquid mud, that runs into a 
receiver; whereas, when it is ground dry, a muft be afterwards fteeped,*and well 
moulded together with the feet for a long time. To this purpofe they make a court or 
floor, where they difpoie that mud in fquare parcels about a foot thick, each of them 
containing half a caxon or cheft, that is, twenty- five quintals, or too weight of ore j 
and thefethey call Cuerpos, that is, bodies. < On each of them they throw about *00 
weight of fea or Common fait, more or lefs, according to the nature of the ore, which 
they mould, and incorporate with the earth for two or three days. Then they add to it 
a* certain quantity of quickfilver, fqueezing a purfe made of a ikin, into which they 
put it, to make it fall m drops, with which they fprinkle the body or mais equally, 
according to the nature and quality of the ore. They allow to each mafs ten, fifteen, 
or twenty*pounds ; for, the richer it is, the more mercury it requires to draw to it the 
filver it contains : fo that they know not the quantity, but by long experience. An 
Indian is employetf to mould one of there fquare parcels eight times a day, to the end 
that the mercury may incorporate with the filver. T«r that-effeft they often mix lime 
with it, 'when the ore happens to be greafy, where caution is to be ufed^ for they fay, 
it fometimcs grows fo hot, that they neither find mercury nor filver in it; which items 
incredible. Sopietimes they alfq ftrew among it fome lead or tin-ore, to facilitate the 
operation of the mercury, which is flower in very cold weather* than when it is tempe- 
rate ; for’which reafon at^otofi and Lipes, they are often? obliged to jnould the ore 
during a whole month, or a month' and an half : but, in more temperate climates, the 
amalgama is made in eight or ten days. ■ 3 • - 

.To facilitate the operation of the mercury, they in fome places, as at Puno and elfe- 
where, make their bujteronsor floors on arches; under which they keep fires, to heat 
the powder of the ore, fbe twenty- four hours, on a pavement of bricks. When it is 
thought, that the mercury^has attrafted all the filver, the" Over takes a little ore from 
each parcel apart, which ficwalhes in a little earthen plate, r woodfcn bowl; and, by 
the colour of the mercury found at the bottom of the bowl, knows whether it has had 
its effect : for, when it is blackifh, the ore is too much heated ; and then they add more 
fait, or fome other , drug. They fay, that then the mercury difpara, that is, ihoots or 
flies away. If the mercury is white, they put a drop under the thumb, and, prefling 
it haftily, fhe filver there is amongft it remains flicking to the thumb ; and the mercury 
flips away in Kuie drops. In concfufion, when they perceive, that all the filver in 
gathered, they carry the ore to a bafon, into which a little fbcam of water runs, to 
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vvafh ify much in the fame naturfe as I fhall fhew they wafh the gold, excepting that this 
being only a mud without ftones, inflead of an hook to Mr it, an Indian ft irs it with Ks 
leer, to diffolve it. Froifi the firft bafon it falls into a f&fcond, where another Indianis, 
who ftirsit again, to diffolve it thoroughly, and loofen the filver. From the lecond it 
pafles into a third, where the fame is repeated, to the 6nd that what has not funk to 
the bottom of the firft and fecond, may not efcape the third. , 

When all has been wafhed, and the water- runs clear, they find at, the bottom of me 
bafons, which are lined with leather, the mercury incorporated with the filver; which 
they call lapella. It is put into a woollen bag, hanging up, for fome of the quickfilvcr 
to drain through. They bind, beat and prefs it as much as they can, laying a weight 
upon it, with fiat: pieces of wood; and, when they have got out as much as they can, 
they put ihe pafle into a mould of wooden planks, which, being bound together, gene- 
rally form the figure of an oftagon pyramid, cut fhort, the bottom whereof is a copper- 
plate, lull of little holes. There they fiir, in order to i llicit it ; and, when they delign 
to make many Pinnas, as they call them, that is, lumps of various weights, they divide 
them with little fieds of layers of earth, which hinder their coining together. To that 
end the pella ormSfs mull be weighed, deducing two-t birds for the mercury that is in 
it; and they know, within a fmaD matter, what nett filver there is. They then take off 
the mould, and place the pinna or mafs, with its copper bale, on a trivet, or fuch-like 
inftrument* ft an ding over a great earthen veflel full of water, and cover it with an 
earthen cap or covering, which they again cover with lighted coals; which fire they 
feed for feme hours, that the mafs may grow violent hot, and the mercury that is in it 
evaporate in fmoke; but that fmoke having no paffage out., it circulates in the hollow 
that is between toe mafs and cap, or covering, till, coining down to the water that is 
underneath, it c ondenfes, and finks to the bottoip again, converted into quickfitlver* 
I hus, little of it is loft ; and the fame ferves feveral times : but the quantity muit be 
increafed, becaufe it grows weak. However, they formerly confirmed at Pitofi 6 or 
7000 quintals or hundred weight of quickfilver every year, us Acol^i writes ; by which 
u judgment may be made of the ftlver they got. * 

When the mercury is evaporated, there remains nothing, but a fpongy lump of con- 
tiguous grain* of filver, very light, and almoft mouldering, which the Spaniards call 
la Pinna; ami is, as I obferved, a contraband commodity from the mines, becaufe, by 
the laws of the kingdom, they are obliged to carry it to the king's receipt, or to the 
mint, to pay the fifth to his Majefty there. Thofe mafies arg call into ingots, on which 
the armstof the crown are flamped, as alio that of the piece where they were call, 
their weight and quality, with the finenefs of the filver to anfwer the meafure of all 
things according to an anti cut philofopher. It is al\ 4 fehrtSrtain, that the ingots, which 
have paid the fifth, have no fraud in them ; but it is nor fo with the pinnas or maffes 
not caff. Thofe who make them, often convey into the middle of them, iron, find, 
and other things to increafe the weight; fo that; in prudence, they ought to be opened, 
and made ied-ho£at the fire, for the more certainty; i or if^falfified, the fire will either 
turn it black, or yellow, or melt it more eafily. This trial is alio to extract a*moiftur 
they com raft in places where th£y are laid on purpofe to make them the heavier* In 
fhort, their weight may, be increafed one-third by dipping them in water when they are 
red-hot* as alfo by Updating the mercury, with which the bottom of the ttafs is always* 
mo.e 1 npiegnated than the top* It alfo lometinics happens, that the fame mafs is of 
different Jinehels. Ihe ftones taken from the j nines, the ore, or, to fpeak in the lan- 
£ ua S£ of Peru, the#mineray, from which the filver is extracted, is nut always of the 
lame nature, confidence, or colour. There are fome white and grey, mixed with red 
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or bluifh fpots, which is called plata blanca, or white filver. The mines of I.ipes are 
moft of them of this fort. Fprtfhe moil part there appear fome little grains of hirer, 
and very often fmall branches extending along the layers'of the (lone. There arc fome, 
on the other hand, as black as the drofs of iron, in which the filver does not appear, 
called negrillo, that is, blackifh. Sometimes it is black with lead, for which reafon it. 
is called plomo ronco, that is egarfe lead, in which the filver appears as if fcratchcd 
with fomething that is harfh ; and it is generally the richeft, and got with lcaft charge, 
becaufe, infUad of moulding it with quickhlvcr, it is melted in furnaces, where the lead 
evaporates by dint of fire, and leaves the filver pure and clean. 

From that fort of mines the Indians drew their filver, becaufe, having no ufe of mer- 
cury, as the Europeans have, they only wrought thofe whole ore would melt; and, 
having but little wood, they heated their furnaces with ylo, and the dung of llamas, 
or fheep, and other hearts, expofing them on the mountains, that the wind might keep 
the fire fierce. This is all the fecrct the hiftorians of Peru fpeak of, as of fomething 
wonderful. Therfl* is another fort of ore like this, as black, and in which the filver 
does not appear at all ; on the contrary, if it be wetted, and rubbed againft iron, it 
turns red ; for which reafon it is called rofic.!c r , fignifying the ruddinefs of the’dawn of 
the day. This is very rich, and alFords the fineft filver. There is fome that glitters 
like talc or ifinglafs; this is generally naugfit, and yields little filver ; the name of it is 
Zoroche ; the peqj, which is of a yellowi/h red, is very foft, and broken in bits, but 
feldom rich ; and the mines of it are wrought on account of the eafmefs of getting the 
ore: there is fome green, not much harder than the laft, called cobriflo, orcopperilh; 
it is very rare : however, though the filver generally appears in it, and it is atnioft 
inpW, dering, it is the hardeft to be managed, that is, to have the filver extracted from 
it ; fometimes, after being ground, it mull be burnt in the fire, and fcveral other 
methods ufed to feparkte it ; doubtlefs, becaufe it is mixed with copper. Laltly, there 
is another ibrt of very rare ore, which has been found at Potofi, only in the mine of 
Cotamifo* being. threads of pure filver, intangled or wound up together like burnt lace, 
fo fine, that they ca41.it arana, fpider, from its refemblance to a cobweb. 

The veins of mines, of what 1'ort foever they h.e, are generally richer in the middle, 
than towards the edges ; and, when two veins happen to crofs one another, the place 
where they meet is always very rich. It is alfo obferved, that thofe which*lie north and 
fouth, are richer than thofe which lie any other way. Thofe which are near places 
u here mills can bqere&ed, and that are more commodioufly wrought, are often pre- 
ferable to die richer, that require more expence ; which is the reafon, tjiat, at Lipes, 
and at Potofi, a chert of ore mull yield ten marks, of eight ounces each mark, of 
filver, to pay the prime charges : and, at thofe of the province of Tarama, five pay 
chcm. When they are rich, and fink downwards, they are fubjeet to be flooded ; and 
then they mud have recourfe to pumps and machines, or tile drain them by thofe they 
call cocabones, being pall-ages made in the fide of the mountain for the water to run ‘ 
out at; which often ruin the owners, by the exceflive exoepce they infenfibly draw 
them into,..,. There arc other ways of feparating the filver ire- a the llftnes that confine 
it, and from the other metals that are mixed with it, by tire, or ftrong feparating 
waters, made ufe of at fome mines, where other means fail, and where they make a 
Tort of ingots, which they call bollos ; but the moft general and ufeful method is to 
make pinuas .or mafles, above mentioned, which are preferred to other forms, on 
account of their eafmefs in making, and that they fave fire, and other ingredients ; 
which is a thing of great confequencc’in works of this nature, where, to fave in the 
expcnce, has the fame effeft as finding the mine. 
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It is very natural to fuppofe, that, in mines, as well as other things, there .happen 
great variations in their products, and in the value of the product. The mines which 
very lately yielded moll filver, are thofe of Oruro, a little town eighty leagues from 
Arica. In the year 1712, one fo rich was louiui at Gllachea, near Culco, that it 
yielded 2500 marks, of eight ounces each, out of every chert, that is almort one-fifth 
part of the ore; but it has declined much, and is now reckoned but among the ordinary 
fort. Next to thefe are thofe at Lipes, which have had the lame fate. Lallly, thofe 
at Potofi yield but little, and caufe a vail expence by reafon of their great* depth. But, 
notwithftanding the mines here are far diminirtied in their produdt, yet the quantity of 
ore that has been already wrought, and lain many years upon the furface, is thought 
capable to yield a fecond crop; and, when I was at Lima, they were a (finally turning 
it up, and new-milling it, with great fuccels ; which is a prool, that thole minerals 
generate in the earth like all other inanimate tilings; and it is likewile certain, Irom all 
accounts of the Spaniards, that gold and filver, ns well as other metals, are continually 
growing and forming themfelves in the earth . This opinion is verified by experience 
in the mountain of Potofi, where fevcral mines have fallen in, anti buried the workmen, 
with their tools ; after feme years, they have dug the fame place, and difeovered many 
bones, and pieces of wood, with veins of filver actually running through them. Thole 
mines belong to him who firft difeovers them : he immediately prefents a petition to the 
magiftrates to have fuch a piece of earth for his own; which is no *fooner done than 
granted : they meal'ure eighty Spanifh yards in length, and forty over, which is about 
j 200 foot in length, and ico in breadth, and yield it to the difeoverer, who eludes 
what fpacehe thinks fit, and does what he pleales with it. Then they meal’ure jurt the 
fame quantity for the king, which is fold to the bed bidder, there being many who am 
willing to purc’n.de a treaiure which may prove inertimable. If any other perfon has a 
mind to work part of the mine himfelf, he bargains with the proprietor for a particular 
vein. All that fuch an one digs out is his own, paying the king’s duty, which is lor 
gold a 20th part, and for filver a 5th ; and fome landlords find fuch an account in let- 
ting out iheir ground, and their mills, that they live upon the protif. 

At Copiapo there are gold /nines jurt beyond the town, and all about the country 
likewife, which have brought many purchalers and workmen thifhti\. to’ the great 
damage of the Indians ; for the Spanifh magiftrates take away not only their lands, but 
their horfes, which they fell to the new proprietors, under pretence of ferving the king, 
and improving the fettiements : there is alfo a great deal of magnet and lapis lazuli, 
which tlie Indians know not the value of : and, fome leagues in the country, there is 
plenty of fait and laltpetre, which often lies an inch thick on the ground. About an 
hundred miles eaft, upon the Cordelier mountains, there is a vein of fulphur two feet 
wide, fo fine and pure, that it. needs no cleaning. This part of the country is full of 
all forts of mines; but, in other refpetts, is fo barren, that the natives fetch all their 
fubfiftence from Coquimbo, and that way, being a mere defert for 300 miles together ; 
and the earth abounds fo much with fait and fulphur, that the muies often perifh for 
want of grafs and fweet water. There is but one river in 200 miles, which the Indians 
call Ancalulae, or Hypocrite, becaufe it runs only from fun-rife to fun-fet : this is 
occafioned from the great quantity of fnow melted from the Cordeliers in the day-time, 
which freezes again at night, where the cold is often fo great the people’s features are 
quite diftorted. Hence Chili takes its name, Chile fignifying cold in the Indian lan- 
guage ; and we are certainly informed by the Spanifh hiftorians, that fome of their 
countrymen, and others, who firft traded this way, died ftiff with cold upon their 
mules ; for which reafon the road is now always lower towards the coaft. 
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Thennine countries are all fo cold and barren, that the inhabitants get moll of their 
provifion from the coaft ; this is caufed by the falts and fulphurs exhaled from the earth, 
which deftroy the feed of all vegetables. The Spaniards who live thereabout, find 
them fo ftifling* Jthat they drink often of the mattea, to moiiten their mouths. The 
mules, that trip it nimbly over the mountains, are forced to walk gently about the 
mines, and flop often, to fetch* breath. If thefe vapours are fo ftrong without, what 
mult they be within the mine itfelf, where if a frelh man goes, he is fuddcnly benumbed 
with pain ? And this is the cafe of many an one ; but this diftemper l'eldom lads above 
a day, and they are not fo affected a fecond time ; but vapours have often burft out fo 
furioufly, that workmen have been killed on the fpot, fo that one way or other multi- 
tudes of Indians die in their calling. An obl'ervation occurs here to my memory, that 
upon the road to Piura, at night, when we lay down to deep, our mules went eagerly 
to fearch for a certain root, not unlike a parlhip, though much bigger, which affords 
a great deal of juice, and, in fuch a 1'andy plain, often ferves indead of water : but 
when the mules are very thirdy, and they cannot eafily rake up the root with their 
feet, they will dand over it and bray, till the Indians come to their affiltaiyre. One 
•would wonder, that, throughout all this par of the world, that portion of the country 
lhould be bed inhabited which is mod barren and unwholfome, while thofe fpots, that 
feem to vie with Paradife itfelf for beauty and fertility, are but thinly peopled. Yet, 
when one confiders, nhat it is not the love of call', but the third oi wealth, that draws 
people hither, the difficulty is very eafxly rcfolved ; and we fee at once, how much the 
hopes of living rich, gets the better of the hopes of living ; as if the foie end, for which 
a man was created, was to acquire wealth, at the expence of health and happinefs. 

. ft is generally underdood, that diver is the peculiar wealth of Peru ; and the Spa- 
niards ufually talk, $s to gold mines, of thofe that are to be found in Chili ; but, not- 
withdanding this, there arc one or two v;afhing-places for gold in the fouth part of 
Peru, nqRr the frontiers of Chili. About the year 1709, there were two furprifing 
large lumps of virgin gold found in one of thefe places, one of which weighed thirty- 
twt> pounds complex, and was purchafed by the Count do Monclod, then viceroy of 
Peru, and prefented to the king of Spain ; the other was fhaped fomewhat like an ox.'-s 
heart ; it’woighed twenty-two pounds and an half, and was bought by th« corregidor of 
Arica. To dnd thefe lavadores, or wafhing-places, they dig in the corners of a little 
brook, where, by certain tokens, they judge*the grains of gold to lie. To affid in 
carrying away t1u~ inud, they let a frelh dream into it, and keep turning it up, that the 
current iffay fend it along!. When they are come to the golden fand, they turn off the 
dream another way, and dig with mattocks; and this earth they carry upon mules to 
certain bafons, joined together by fmall channels ; into thefe they let a frnart dream of 
water, toloolen the earth, and carry all thegrofs part away. The Indians danding in 
the bafons, and throwing out all the dones, the gold at bottom is dill mixed with a 
black fand, and hardly to be feen, till it be farther cleared and feparated, which is 
eafily done. But thefe walhing-places differ ; for, in foir.v; dure are,gold grains as big 
as bird-fhot ; and in one, belonging to the prieds near Vu.paraifo, fome were found, 
from two or three ounces to a pound and an half weight. This way of getting gold is 
much better than from the mine, ; here is no need of iron crows, mills, or quicklilver ; 
fo that both the trouble -and expence are much lefs. The Creolians are not fo curious 
in walhing their gold, as the people in Europe ; but great plenty makes them careleis 
in that and many other articles. * % 

h would be needlefs to attempt in this place a defcriptiori of the large kingdom of 
Chili, becaule it has been already done by many authors : all that is defigned here, is 
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to give fuch a reprefcntalion of it, as may enable the reader to comprehend th# nature 
of its trade, the manner in which it is connected with the general commerce of Pent, 
by which the wealth drawn from it is tranfmitted to Europe. It is in length, from 
north to fouth, about 1200 miles, the breadth of it very uncertain? the air is very 
temperate and wholefome, unlefs rendered otherwile by peftilential exhalations, that are 
mod common after earthquakes, to which this countfy is very fubjeCh The winter 
rains, during the months of May, June, July, and Auguft, are exceflively heavy ; but 
then, for eight months together, they have, generally fpeaking, fine weather. The 
foil is prodigioufly fertile, where it admits of cultivation ; fuch fruit trees as are carried 
thither from Europe, come to the greateft perfection ; fo that the fruit is coming for- 
ward all the year ; and it is common to fee apple-trees in that fituation, winch we fo 
much admire in orange-trees ; that is to fay, with blofloms, apples juft formed, green 
apples, and ripe fruit all at the fame time. The valleys, whenever they have any 
inoiflure, wear a perpetual verdure ; and the hills are covered with odoriferous herbs, 
very uleful in phyfic. There are trees of all forts, and fit for every kind of ufe ; info- 
rnuch that, independent of its gold mines, Chili might be well accounted one of the 
richeft and fineft countries in the univerfe. And, indeed, there are fome places in it, 
which are as beautiful as any thing the warmeft imagination can paint : for inftance, the 
town of Coquimbo, in lat. 30° fouth, a fhort mile from the fea, Handing on a green 
riling ground, about ten yards high, which nature has regularly formed like a terrace, 
north and fouth, in adireft line, of more than half a mile, turning at each fide to the 
eaftward. The firft ftreet makes a delightful walk, having the profpedt of the country 
round it, and the bay before it ; all this is fweetly placed rfi a valley ever green, and 
watered with a river ; which, taking its rife from among the mountains, flows through 
the vales and meadows, in a winding ftreain, to the fea. 

But notwithftanding all thefe advantages, this vaft country is very thinly inhabited ; 
infomuch that, through its whole extent, there are fcarcc five towns that de'ferve that 
appellation, and but one city, which is that of St. Iago ; throughout all the reft there 
are only farms, which they call Eftanqjas, fo remote from one another, that the whole 
country, as I have been informed from good hands, cannot raife 20,000 whites fit to 
bear arms,' and particularly St. Iago 2,000 ; the reft are ' all meftizos, mulattos, and 
Indians, whofe number may be three times as great, without including the friendly 
Indians beyond the river Bio-bio, who ave reckoned to amount to 15,900, who! fide- 
lity, however, is not much to be depended on. The trade of this country is c/efly 
carried op by fea, and is at prefent rather in a declining, ‘than flourilhing condi on. 
The port of Baldivia was formerly very famous, on account of the very rich mines of 
gold that were in its neighbourhood, which are now, in a great meafure, difufed ; fo 
that it is only kept as a garrifon, and ferves in this refpett to Peru, as the fortrefles on 
the Barbary coaft do to Spain, viz. to receive malefactors, who are fent thither to ferve 
againft the Indians. All the trade of that town confifls in fending ten or twelve (hips 
a-year to Peru, laden with hides, tanned leather, fait meat, corn, and other provifious, 
which are to be had here in great plenty. * . = 

The port of Conception is more confiderable, by reafon of their.commerce with the 
Indians, which are not fubjeft to the Crown of Spam. Thefe Indians are of a copper 
polour, have large limb£, broad faces, and coarle lank hair. The nation of the Puelches 
differ fomewhat from the reft, becaufe amongft them there arc fome pretty whke, and 
who have a little colour in their cheeks, which is juppofed to be owing to their having 
fome European blo«d in their veins, ever fince the natives of this country revolted from 
the Spaniards, and cut off moft of their garrifons. They preferred the women, and 
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efpeciaWy the nuns, with whom they cohabited, and had many children, who have a . 
fort of natural affeflion for their mothers country ; and, though they are too proud to 
fubmit to the Spaniards, yet they are not willing to hurt them. Thefs people inhabit 
that ridge of the«mountains which the Spaniards call La Cordilera ; and, as the manner 
of trading with them is very Angular, it may not be amifs to give an account of it.. 

When the Spanifh pedlar, or walking merchant, makes a tour into th\g country, he 
goes dire&ly to the cacique, or chief, and prefents himfelf before him without (peaking 
a word : th3 cacique breaks filence firfl ; and fays to the merchant. Are you come ? 
Then he anfwering, I am come. What have you brought me ? replies the cacique. I 
bring you, rejoins the Spaniard, wine (a neceffary article !) and fuch a thing. Where- 
upon the cacique fails not to fay, You are welcome. He appoints him a lodging near 
his "own cottage, where his wives and children, bidding him welcome, each of them 
alfo demand a prefgjt, which he gives, though never fo fmall : at the fame time the 
cacique, with the horn-trumpet which he has by him, gives notice to his fcattered fub- 
jefts of the arrival of a merchant, with whom they may trade : they come and fee the 
commodities, which are knives and axes, combs, needles, thread, looking-glaffes, 
ribbands, &c. The belt of all would be wire, were it not dangerous to fupply them 
therewith, to make them drunk ; for then they are not fafe among them, becaufe they 
are apt to kill one another. When they have agreed upon the barter, they cafly the 
things home without paying ; fo that the merchant delivers all without knowing to 
whom, or feeing any of his debtors: in fhort, when he defigns to go away, the cacique 
orders payment by founding the horn again ; then every man honeftly brings the cattle 
he owes ; and, becaufe thefe confift of mules, goats, and el'pecially oxen and cows, he 
edThmands a fufficient number of men to conduct them to the Spanifh frontiers. By 
what has been faid ipay be obferved, that as much civility and honefly is to be found 
among thefe people, whom we call favages, as among the moft polite and well-governed 
nations. ,* 

That great number of bullocks and cows, which are confumed in Chili, where abun- 
dance are flaughfeted every year, comes from the plains of Paraguay, which are 
covered with them. The Puelches bring them through the plain of Tapapapa, inhabited 
by the Ptehaingues, or unconquered Indians, being the belt pafs to crofs ^he mountains, 
becaufe divided into two hills, of lefs difficult accefs than the others, which are almolt 
impaffable for mules. There is another, eighty leagues from La Conception, at the 
burning mountain, called Silla Velluda, which now and then calls out fire, and fome- 
times with fo great a noifg, that it is heard in the city j that way the journey is very 
much fhortened, and they go in fix weeks to Buenos Ayres. By thefe communications, 
they generally n\ake good all the herds of beeves and goats, which they (laughter in Chili 
by thoufands, for tallow and lard, made by trying up the fat and the inarrow of the 
bones, which, throughout all South America ferves inflead of butter or oil, not ufed 
by them in their fauces : the flefh they either dry in the fun, or in the fmoke, to preferve 
it inflead of falling as is ufed in France. Thefe (laughers alfo afford the hides, and 
efpecially the goats-lkins, which they drefs like Morocco lender, by them called Cordo- 
vanes, and fent to Peru to make fhoes, or for other ufes. Befides the trade of hides, 
tallow, and fait meat, the inhabitants of La Conception deal in com, with which they, 
every year, lade eight or ten (hips, of forty or fifty tons burden* for the port of Calao ; 
befides. the tneal and bifeuit they fupply the French fhips with, that take in provifions 
there lb proceed to Peru, and to -re turn to France. All this would be inconfiderable 
for fo fine a country, fince, if the land were well improved, it is fo # extraordinary fertile, 
and fo eafy to till, that they only fcratch it with the plough for the mofl part, 
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of one fingle crooked branch of a tree, drawn by two oxen ; and, though the grain is 
fcarce covered, it feldoin produces lei's than an hundredfold : nor do they take any 
more pains in procuring their vines to have good wine ; but, as they know ndt how to 
glaze the jars they put it into, they are fain to pitch them, which, together with the 
tafte of the goats-lkins, in which they carry it about, gives it a bitternels like treacle, 
and a feent, tp which it is hard for ftrangers to accuitom themfelves. The fruit grows 
after the fame manner, without any induftry, on their part, in grafting : apples and pears 
grow naturally in the woods ; and, conftdering the quantity there is of them, it is hard 
to comprehend how thefe trees, fiiice the conqueft, could multiply, and be diffufed 
into fo many parts, if it is true there were none before, as they affirm. The mines of 
Quilogova and Ouilacura lie within four leagues of this port, and afford vail quantities 
of gold ; and the Eltancia de Rel, or King’s Farm, which is alfo at no great dif lance, 
is by very far the molt plentiful Lavadero, or wafhing-place, in ajll Chili, where there 
are fometimes found lumps of pure gold of a prodigious fize. Tne mountains of La 
Cordillera arc reported to be a continual chain of mines, for many hundred miles to- 
gether ; which is fo much the more probable, becaule, hitnerto, fcarce any of thefe 
mountains have been opened, but vail quantities of metals have been found in them, 
particularly copper, remarkably fine, of which all the artillery in the Spanifh Welt 
Indies, or at leali in the South Seas, are cart. 

There is another coufiderable port in Chili, and indeed, the molt confiderable of 
them all, which is that of Valparaifo, which is efteemed one of the belt harbours in the 
South Seas. It lies upon a river, fifteen leagues below St. Iago, the capital of Chili. 
To this port all the riches of the gold mines behind it, and on every fide, are brought, 
particularly from thofc of Tiltil, which arc immenfely rich, and lie between this port 
and the city of St. Iago. The gold here is found in a very hard (tone, fome of which 
fparkles, and betrays the inclofed treafure to the eye ; but molt of it has not the lealf 
fign of gold, but appears to be an hard harfh kind of Hone, of very diiiercn; colours, 
foine white, fome red, fome black. This ore, broken to pieces, is ground in a mill, 
by the help of water, into a grofs powder, with which quickfilver «s afterwards mixed : 
to this pafte they let in a fharp ftream of water ; which having reduced it to a kind of 
mud, the earthy particles are carried off by the current, and the gold at^l quickfilver 
precipitated, by their own weight, to the bottom : when this mud has fettled a little 
into a fort of pafte, they put it into a linen bag ; ftrain it very hard, by which opera- 
tion the mercury is driven out, or at Icaft the greateft part of it;*and the remainder < 
they evaporate by the help of fire ; lb that they have all tfj‘c gold together in a little 
wedge, like a pine-apple, and thence it derives its name of Pinna. In order to clear 
the gold from the filver it is firft impregnated with, the lump muft be run ; and then 
they know r the exact weight, and the true finenefs ; it is not done any otherwife thqrc. 
The weightinel’s of the gold, and the facility of its making amalgama, or pafte, with 
the mercury, make the drofs immediately part from it : this is an advantage the gold- 
miners have over thofe ol filver ; they every day know what they get ; whereas the 
others fometimes do not know it till two months after, as has been faid ii. another 
place. According to the nature of the mines, and the richnefs of the veins, every 
caxon, or fifty quintals, that is, hundred weight, yields four, five, or fix ounces : when 
it yields but two, the miner does not make good his charge, which often happens; but 
he has alfo fometimes good amends made him, when he meets with good v^s ; for 
the gold mines are, of all mines, thofe which product metals the mod unequaltfi They 
follow a vein, which grows wider, then narrower, and fometimes feerns to be loft in a 
fovall fj&ace of ground. This fport of nature makes the miners live in hopes of finding 
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what they call the purfe, being the ends of veins, fo rich, that they haye fometimes 
made a man wealthy at once : and this fame inequality fometimes ruins them ; which 
is the reafon, that it is more rare to fee a gold-miner rich than a filver-miner, or of 
any other metal, though there be lefs expence in drawing it from the mineral as fhall 
be faid hereafter. For this reafon, alfo, the miners have particular privileges ; for 
'they cannot be fued to executi»n on civil accounts ; and gold pays only a twentieth 
part to the king, which is call Covo, from the name of a private perfon, to 
whom the kifig made the grant, becaufe they ufed before to pay the fifth, as they 
do of filver. 

On the defeent of this mountain, there runs, during the winter, or rather during 
the rainy feafon, a pretty brilk llream of water, which, palling through the gold ore, 
waffifcs away abundance of that rich metal, as it ripens and breaks from its bed : and 
therefore, for about jour months in the year, this is accounted one of the richeft la- 
vaderos in Chili ; and very well it may, fince there are fometimes found pellets of 
pure gold, of the weight of an ounce. At Palma, which is but four leagues from 
Valparaifo, there is another rich lavadero ; and every where throughout the country, 
the fall of a brook, or rivulet, is attended moi . or lefs with thefe kind of golden’fhowcrs, 
ihe richeft of which fall into the laps of thy Jefuits, who farm or purchafo abundance 
of mines and lavadcros, which are wrought for their benefit by their fervants. * The 
foil about this port is exceflive rich and fruitful ; fo that forty (hips a year go from 
hence to Lima, laden with corn ; and, notwithftanding their prodigious exportation, 
that commodity is fo cheap here, where money at the fame time is fo plenty, that an 
Englifh bulhel may be bought for lefs than three fhillings; and it would be much cheaper 
Hilt* if all the country could be cultivated ; but, as they have dry weather for eight 
months together, this Jis impoflible, except where there are brooks or little* rills running 
from the mountains through the vales. 

But bejbre We clofc this lubjed, it may not be arnifs to obferve*, that there is a great 
trade carried on. through all Chili, from the North Seas, by the way of Buenos Ayres, 
by \vhich they rccdfvfc i’ome European goods, and a very large balance of filver in re- 
turn for their commodities. This is, perhaps, the greatell inland commerce in the 
world; for tjie road, from Buenos Ayres to Potoii, is 1500 miles; atyl, though the 
diltance from Valparaifo be not above 160 leagues more, yet it is eroded with greater 
difficulty than all the reft ; becaufe they are obliged to pafs that chain of mountains fo 
often mentioned, (tilled by the Spaniards La Cordillera, which paffage can be attempted 
only duriiTg the three firft Vnonths in the year, when the pafl’ages are qpeii^and the 
merchants come f rom Mendoza, which is an inland town, about 300 leagues from 
Buenos Ayres to the city of St. lago, which lies at the opening of the palfes from the 
‘ Cgrdilleras. This journey through the mountains takes up fix or Even days, though 
not above fixty leagues ; and the paflengers are obliged to carry with them not only 
provifions for thcmfelves and their attendants, but provender iikewiie for their mules’, 
the whole road being a continual track of rocks and pro ’pin':', and the country round 
about fp*exceffively barren, and withal fo expofed to lhows .n the winter, that there is 
no living in it. The journey, however, from St. lago to the mines, and from thence 
to Valparaifo, is equally fate and plealant ; and the merchants have nothing to trouble 
them, but the fear of flaying too long, and loling their paffage home through the 
mountains ; in cafe of which they muit be obliged to flay at leaf! nine months longer 
than they intended. The reader will obierve. that this journey, from Buenos A vies 
to Valparaifo, is dirc&ly athwart the whole continent of South Ajncrica ; which is a 
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clear proof pf the mighty^ extent of the Spanifh empire, which reaches here from fea 
to fea. On the whole, though a very great part of the country be abfolutely defert j 
and, in fome places where it is 'inhabited, the people do not acquire great fortunes; 
yet, unqueftionably, the Spaniards fettled in Chili acquire annually immenfe riches ; 
fince, as we obferved before, the country is very thinly peopled, and all the gold that is 
drawn from the mines, or lavadores, mull be divided amongft them. 

Yet it is agreed, that a great part of the inhabitants do not feem to abound in wealth; 
which, however, may be very well accounted for, if we confider, that fuch as deal in 
cattle, corn, and the other product of the country, acquire but moderate fortunes ; and 
fuch as are concerned in mines are frequently ruined, by launching into too great ex- 
pences about them. But, after all, fuch as are eafy in their circumftances, and, in 
confequence of that eafe, retire to St. Iago, live in fuch a maimer, as fufficicntly de- 
monftrates the riches of Chili, fince all their utenfils, even thofe that arc molt common, 
are of pure gold ; and it is believed that the wealth of that city alone cannot fall fhort. 
of 20,000,000. Add to this, that the gold mines are continually increafing, and it is 
only for want of hands that they are not wrought to infinitely more advantage, thofe 
already difcovered, and neglected, being futficient to employ 40,000 men. It 
may be likewife obferved, that the frauds praftifed for deceiving the King increafe daily; 
and, as they meafure the riches of the Spanifh Weft Indies by the ftandard of the 
King’s revenue, this muft necefTarily make them appear poorer than they really are. 
We have an inftance of this in the mines of Potofi, which are faid to yield lefs filver 
than they did formerly ; yet, on a computation for fifty years, the King’s annual 
revenue from thofe mines has amounted to 220,000 pefos of thirteen rials and a quarter 
each ; which fhewslhat the annual produce of thefe mines, for which the legal dusy.is 
paid,amounts nearly to 2,000,000 pieces of eight per annum; and we may boldly afterf, 
that the King does not receive above half of what is due : and from this example we 
may judge of the reft. <• 

As the policy of the Spaniards confifts chiefly in endeavouring, by all ways and 
means poffible, to reftrain the vaft riches of thofe extenfive dominions from patting 
into other hands, fo the knowledge that other nations have of the mighty wealth of 
thefe countries, on the one hand, and of the great demand for European ^manufactures 
among their inhabitants, on the other, has excited almoft ever nation in Europe to 
pradlife all methods poflible, in order tQ gain a {hare in them ; and this with fo good 
effeft, that it is very doubtful, whether any confiderable part of the /idles in the Weft 
Indies centers among the inhabitants of Old Spain. This will appear very -plainly to 
the reader, if'he confiders that, in the firft place, the very trade carried on from Spain 
is of much greater confequence to foreigners, than to the Spaniards themfelves ; for, 
as there are few commodities, and fcarce any manufactures in that country, the Spanifh 
merchants at Cadiz make up their cargoes out of what they purchafe from other coun- 
tries ; or rather, the merchants at Cadiz are barely fa&ors for the Englifli, French, and 
Butch, whofe goods they fend to America, and pay them out of the returns made by 
the plate fleets. 1 We are likewife to confider, that Spain itfelf is a country very ill pro- 
vided with fome of the necefiaries and mod of the conveniences, of life ; fo that pro- 
digious fums of money are annually exported to obtain thefe. 

But, befides fuch drawbacks as thofe we have mentioned, to which the Spaniards 
would willingly fubmit, there are many others, which they are forced to enftufce : for 
inftance, all the negroes they employ in their plantations, where every kind wlabour 
is done by thefe fort of people, all thefe negroes,! fay, are purchafed from foreigners, 
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particularly the Englifh and Dutch, at a very large expence every year. Add to this, 
that, under pretence of furnifhing them with negroes, there is a clandeftinc trade con- 
tinually carried on from one end to the other of their coall, upon the North Sea. 

But, in the SiAith Seas, they were pretty Cafe from every thing, but the depredations 
of pirates, till the laft general war on account of the fucceflion to the crown of Spain ; 
which created a new kind of contraband trade, unknown to former times, 1 mean, 
that of tire French interlopers, who carried vail quantities of goods dire&ly from Europe, 
into the South Seas, which, till then, fcarceaoy other nation had attempted. This was 
always looked upon with an evil eye by the court of Madrid, as being directly repug 
nattt to the iniereft of Spain, and the maxims of their government; but, as there were 
many circmnfLances at that time which rendered this a kind of necefiary evil, the Spaniards 
were forced to fubmit to it, I mean by Spaniards the inhabitants of Old Spain ; for, as to 
the Creolians, if they had European goods, and at a cheaper rate, it would not give 
them much concern who took their money for them. The hiftory of theft French inter- 
lopers K in itfelf, lb important as well as curious, and is, at the fame time, fo very little 
k' >wti in England, that there is good reafon to believe it will prove acceptable, and 
be well received ; the rather becaufe it is compofcd of fuch remarks, as fell immediately 
within my own fphere of obfervation, and as to the truth of which I am niylelf a compe- 
tent wiinefs : fo tliat every thing may be taken for certain, that I advance. I may have 
leave ilfo to put the leader in mind, that, having a great intimacy with mofl of the 
officers I mention, this enabled me to come at many particulars, which another man, 
in my fmiation, would have been ablolutely unacquainted with. But fo come to 
matrets of fact : 

* i he town of St. Malo has always been noted for good privateers : they annoyed the 
Englifh and Dutch vory much in their trade during the whole reign of King William, and 
part ofOueen Anne ; and though fume religious-headed people fancy, that money got by 
privateering will not prolper, yet I may venture to fay, the St. Malo- men arc as rich 
and Hourdhing Us ^my people in France, ft has thriven fo well with them, that all 
their South Sea trade is owing to their privateering ; and, in the late war, they were 
fo generous, that they made feveral free gifts to Lewis XIV. And though our Englifh 
admiralty always kept a Horn iquadron cruifing in the Atlantic Ocean, »yet we never 
took one of their South Sea-men : and my reafon for it is this; they kept their fhips 
extremely clcan^having ports to careen at, which we did not think of ; for, in the year 
1709, when I belonged t^r Her Majefly’s fliip the Loo, being one of the convoys that 
year to Newfoundland, we •law upon the coaft a fifty-gun fliip, which chafed, and 
foon difeovered (he was French built ; out file crowded fail, and left us in a very little 
t time. She had juft been cleaned at Placentia: and we might well wonder to find fuch a 
fhip in that part of the world ; but were ..fierwards informed by the French prifoners, 
that file was a Frenchman, and bound to St. Malo, with two or three millions of 
dollars aboard; and was then fo trim, that i!», united to her heels, and valued nobody. 
, By their going fo far to weft ward, and northward withal to } had .the advantage of 
wefterly Grinds, which feldom failed of fending them into foundings at one fpirt, if not 
quite home. But fince Placentia has been yielded to Great Britain, they now make 
life of St. Catheriaa, the ifland Grande on the coail of Brafil, and Martinico in the 
Weft Indies. 

1 hisftfcade fuccceded fo well, that they all fell into it, fending every year to the 
number of twenty fail of fhips. I *faw myfelf eleven fail together on the coaft of Chili 
in the year 1721, among which were feveral of fifty guns, and oisc that could mount 
Seventy, called the Flower-de-Luce, formerly a man of war. I his being contrary 
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to the Affiento treaty between Spain and Great Britain, memorials were frequently 
prefented at Madrid ; and the king of Spain, willing to keep his engagements with 
England, refolved to gratify the Britifh court, by dcftroying the French trade to the 
South Sea. His Catholic Majefty knew there was no way to do this, But. by a fquadron 
of men of war ; he knew alfo, that few of his own ful^jecHs were acquainted with the 
navigation of Cape Horn, or could bear the extreme rigour of the climate ; therefore 
was obliged to make ule of foreigners for this expedition ; and three of the four Ihips 
that he font, were not only manned with, but commanded by Frenchmen. The firft 
was the Gloucefter, of fifty guns and 400 men, formerly an Englifh man of war ; the 
fecond was the Ruby, fifty guns, 350 men, another Englifh fliip ; lire third was a 
frigate of forty guns, and 200 men ; the fourth was the Leon Franco, a Spanifh man 
of war, of fixty guns, and 45c men, all Spaniards. Monfieur Martinet, a French 
gentleman, was commodore of this fquadron, and commanded the Pembroke ; M. le 
Joriquiere had the Ruby ; the reft 1 do not recollect. The French performed their 
navigation well enough, and got round the Cape, though it was in the middle of winter; 
but the la ft of the four, manned by the Spaniards, after feveral attempts, could not 
weather Cape Horn, but was forced back to the river of Plate, where, at lafl, the fliip 
was unfortunately cart away. It looks as If, by this expedition, an experiment was 
made to fee if the Spaniards were hardy enough to go through this terrible navigation ; 
but, as they have little or no trade into any cold climates, and unified to hard work, 
it is no wonder they failed in that point. The Biicancers, indeed, arc robuft follows 
enough; ami, if the [.con Franco had been manned with them, flic had certainly 
doubled the Cape with the other three fhips; but the Spaniards in general, ever ii’v/e 
acquiring their poffdiions in America, are grown fo delicate and indolent, that it would 
be hard to find an intire {hip’s company able to perform that navigation. 

The prodigious advantage of the trade of Chili this way is lb m.uthell. that his 
Catholic Majefty is obliged by treaties tojhut out all nations, as well as the Englifh, 
though he makes nothing of it himfeif ; and it is very rare that a Spjnifh fhip has gone 
by Cape Horn: from hence arifes the extraordinary piice all European goods letch at 
Chili and Peru. 1 liava. been told at Lima, that they are often fold at 400 -per cent, 
profit; and, I' may fay, the goods that are carried from France by Cape Horn, are in 
them Hives 50 per cent. bate, r than thofe that go in the (lota of Chiles to Carthagcna or 
Fa Vera Crux; becaufe the former are delivered frefh and undamaged in fix months, 
whereas the other are generally eighteen months before they can come to Chill ; fo that 
the Frenctaj- d firing the importing time, made their markets," furnifhed rhemfclvcs with 
provifion, and got home again in twelve or fourteen months time. When Martinet 
arrived at Chili in the year 1717, with the king of Spain’s com million to take ordeftroy 
ail his countrymen that were trading clandcltinJy, he foon found employment for his 
three fhips, the fourth-being loft, as I have obferved ; and of fourteen fail of Si. Malo 
men, there was but one elcaped him, flic- being land-locked in a little creek, where fhe 
lay hid, till fhe \*is got to leeward ; after which fire weighed, and came away with 
half her cargo unfold. Though all this was to execute the orders of his Catholic 
Majefty, and doing a lb foible plcafure to the Brilifh South Sea Company, yet the Creole 
Spaniards, efpecially the trading part of them, found themfelvcs almoft ruined by it, 
becaufe it hindered the circulation of money, and fpoiled bufinefs* fo that they could 
not bear the fight of the French men of war, though they liked the French irtirchant- 
men well enough. On the other hand, the French, imagining they had done the 
Spaniards effectual ftrvice, expected, no doubt, civil treatment in return, while they 
Raid among them. But, as foon as Martinet brought his prizes into Calao, and the 
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Frenchmen had received their proper fhares, they, forgetting the old antipathy of the 
Spanifh to the French nation, gave themfelves extravagant airs afhore, by dancing and 
drinking ; and this ftill incenfed the Creolians more againft them, who called them 
cavachos and renegados, for falling foul on their own countrymen. From one thing 
or other, their mutual quarrels grew fo high, that the Frenchmen were forced to go in 
parties about Lima and CalacJ, the better to avoid public outrages and affronts. At 
laft, a young gentleman, who was enfign on board the Ruby, and nephew to Captain 
Jonquiere, vfos fhot from a window, and the malefactor took refuge in the great church 
at Calao. Martinet, Jonquiere, and the other captains, joined in a petition to the vice- 
roj, that the murderer might be delivered to juftice ; but the viceroy, being an arch- 
bifhop, would by no means violate the rights of the church to humour any body •, upon 
whith they ordered all their men on board by public beat of drum, and brought their 
three fhips, with their broadfides, to bear on the town of Calao, threatening to dctnolifii 
the houfes and fortifications, unlefs the affaffin was delivered up or executed. All this 
bluflering could not prevail with the viceroy to give them any latisfadtion, though they 
had feveral other men killed befidcs that gentleman. 

At laft, Jonquiere, unwilling to ufe extremities, and no longer able to bear the place 
where his nephew was murdered, obtained of his commodore Martinet, that he might 
make the beft of his way home. About this time, many fathers, and many rich 
paffengers, were got together at the town of Conception, intending, when this fquadron 
came by, to take their paffage to Europe ; for they knew, that all fhips bound to Cape 
Horn mu ft touch at Conception, or thereabouts, for provilion : herein Jonquiere got 
ftart of his commodore, having now the advantage of fo many good paffengers in his 
IWpj for, as the king of Spain has no officers at Conception to regiiter the money 
fhipped there, fo it unknown what vaft fums thofe paffengers and miffioniaries put 
on board the Ruby. By this opportunity, the padres and others gained two great 
advantages ; firft, they were fpared the trouble of a voyage to Panama or Acapulco, 
and thence traveling the continent to Porto ’Bello, or La Vera Cfuz, where they mart: 
have had their coffcTs vifited, to fee if the indulto to his Majefty was fairly accounted 
for ; and then they faved every (hilling of that indulto, or duty, becaufe the Ruby 
touched iirilft in France, where no cognizance at all was to be taken of, the affair ; fo 
that as they faved one moiety of the duty payable in America, they likewife-got clear 
of the other payable in Spain ; becaufe the (hip arrived in France, where they put all 
the money on (hose. There was on board the Ruby, befides thefe paffengers money, 
a confideftble fum arifing’jo his Catholic Majefty for the confifcation <*f jhp thirteen 
interlopers taken by this fquadron ; all which together, I was well informed, amounted 
to four millions of dollars aboard that (hip : what a fine booty then we miffed through 
Sljelvockc’s obftinate conduct ? For, when this fame fhip the Ruby found us in the 
harbour of St. Catherine’s, Jonquiere’s company, as I faid before, were fo infirm, that 
he had not more than fixty found men out < f four hundred, fo that he really was afraid 
of us, and would not even fend his boat ahiorc to the a .> e-'-. g-plu.ee, where we kept 
guard, tftid olir coopers and failmakers were at work, tnl he had firft afked our cap- 
tain leave ; nor is this at all ft range, for underftanding we had a confort, he was 
really in pain all the time he v, us there, left the Succefs ftiould come in. 

After Captain Martinet had cleared the coaft of Peru and Chili of his countrymen, 
he fenfc^xprfcfs with the new.s to Madrid, his broth er-in-law Moniieur de C range, vho 
came by way of Porto Bello, Jamaica, and London. Upon delivering his meffage, 
the king a(ked him what he ftiould do for him : *I)e Grange humbly begged, that his 
Majefty would pleafe to give him the command of a (hip to go round Cape Horn again. 
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He accordingly bad I lie Zelcrin of fifty guns : be came firft to Calais, where the (hip 
was getting ready ; but was furprifod to find a cold reception from the French mer- 
chants, and oilier gentlemen of his acquaintance refiding there; for, as there were 
merchants of fevtral nations mierdhd in the fhips takcii and ennfifoated as aforefaid, 
they nnanimonfly looked upon him, and all the French aboard that lquadron, as falfe 
brethren, for ferving a foreign power to the prejudice of their own countrymen ; and', 
while he expedited a valuable cargo configred to him, being what he aimed at, he found 
himfelf quite dilappointed ; for no man would fhip the value of a dollar wish him. 
Captain Fitzgerald, who was then at ('.ales, feeing this, made him a confiderable pro- 
pofal, for the privilege of going his ne: r officer, and to take aboard what good s he 
could procure in his own name. He Grange, being a little embarraffed, accented the 
oiler, and obtained at Court a Commhiion for him as fecond captain. Accordingly, 
they manned the Zelcrin chiefly with French and fome Fnglifh leamcn ; and got very 
well round the Cape, when our two privateers, Succefs and Speedwell, were known 
to be in the South Sea, this fame fliip Zelcrin was one of thole fliips commiffioned by 
the Viceroy of Peru to cruifc for us. Fitzgerald fold his goods at Lima to great ad- 
vantage, where he continued, while l)e Grange forved as captain under the admiral 
Don Peciro Miranda, who took my fill, and the rail of us, prifoners. The St. Malo 
merchants, though great iufferers by fo many confilcarions, were not much difeouraged; 
for, in the year 1720, we found the So'oinon of St. IVLIo, carrying forty guns, and 150 
men, at Hilo, on the coufi of Chili, with fcveral final) Spanifh barks at her fieri). She 
fold her cargo in fix weeks time, got a f.efh fupply of provilion, and left the coalt 
without interruption ; for by this time Martinet’s lquadron was all come away. 

The Solomon's good fuccels gave fucli encouragement, that they immediately fibred 
out fourteen fail together; all which arrived in the South Sea in the beginning id the 
year 1721, three of whole commanders, having the bell acquaintance among the 
Creolians, quickly fold their cargoes, and returned home. About this time die people 
of Lima judged the Lnglifh privateers were gone off the coufi, at Icafi that no more 
hoftilities would be committed, bccaufe of the truce made between the two crowns ; 
whereupon the three Spanilh tnqn of war, lilted out to cruife on us, were ordejed againfl 
thole frefli interlopers. 1 was on board the advice-boat, called the Flying-ffih, in com- 
pany of the faid three men of war, when they came up with the eleven fail of St. Malo 
all together, on the coalt of Chili ; and, inflead of firing upon than, the Spaniards 
joined them like friends. The French, expecting to be attacked, kept altogether in a 
line, aiuF dared the men of war to begin. This to me learned new, that three fuch 
fliips, purpofely fitted for this cruife, fhould, on their own court, decline doing their 
duty; for, had they proved too weak, they had ports of their own under their lee. 
In fhort, the men of war contented themfolves to watch the others motion, keeping 
them always in fight; and, when any of the French fhips fleered to the fhore, the 
Spaniards lent their pinnace, or long boat, with the Spanifh flag hoirted, the fight of 
which effectually deterred the Creoles from Heating or trading with the French. Thus 
they made fhift to hinder ail theie fhips dilpofing of their goods, except they 'Were met 
by chance at lea, and fold fome clandeflinely. At length, being tired out, the French- 
men got leave to take in provifion, and went home with at lean half their goods un- 
fold. Notwithftanding ail this, and the fevere edicts againlt it in France, I know 
they ftill continue the trade, though privately ; nor is it probable they Will ever leave 
©if fo lucrative a commerce, except fome other p9Wer prevents it. 

I fliall now return to my own affairs, and the manner of my return from that part 
of the world ; a plain relation of which wifi be a fufficient refutation of what Captain 
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Shclvocke has been pleafed fo deliver to the world in his book upon this fubjed. I 
have acicnowledgcd the kind reception I met with from the admiral of the South Seas, 
and the reafoit of his treating us fo civilly. In eleven months time that I continued at 
lama, I think it.is but judice to mention the feveral favours I received, particularly 
from Don Juan Baptifta Palacio, a native of Bifcay. and knight of the order of St. 
James, who catne weekly to the prifon while we were there, and gave money to all of 
us, according to our feveral degrees. Captain Nicolas Fitzgerald procured my en- 
largement b)* becoming fecurity forme, gave me money, and furnifhed me with necef- 
faries thenceforward to the time of my departure ; and gave not only me, but twenty 
more, a paffage to Cadiz in* a Spanifh advice-boat, called the Flying- fill) : Mr. Preffick, 
our furgeon’s mate, acted as furgeon in her, receiving wages; and fo did all our men, 
being releafed from prifon to affift in navigating the veffel home. For my part, as I 
was well treated, I would not eat the bread of idlenefs, but kept my watches, as other 
officers ; and, pray, where is the harm of all this ? Though Shclvocke had the flupidiry 
to call it treafon ; and it mud appear a very malicious charge, as well as an ignorant 
one, that, after a man has been driven amongft the enemy, he mud be called a traitor 
for being ufed kindly, and accepting his paffage back again ; that, becaufe / was not 
murdered there, I ought to be executed at Jiome ! This is Shelvocke’s great chridianity 
and good confcience ! But, to return to what I was faying : — On my arrival at Cadiz, 
Captain John Evers, of the Britannia, gave me hi s table, and my paffage to London; 
where, upon my arrival, and the reprefentation of my hardfhips, the following perfons 
of honour and didindion were pleafed to exprefs their concern for my fufferings, by 
making me a prelent each of ten guineas ; viz. Edward Hughs, William Sloper, and 
.Alexander Strahan, Efquires; Samuel Winder, Beak Winder, Henry Neal, and John 
Barnes, merchants; Humphry Thayer, and Thomas Stratfieid, druggids. This af- 
forded me the luiisfa&inn of feeing, that fuch as were the bed judges, had a proper 
idea of tUe miferies 1 had fudained, and approved of the manner in which I behaved, 
the only confolgtion which l could receive in the circumdances in which that unfortu- 
nate voyage left ivta. The fair account I have given of fads, the detail of my pro- 
ceedings in the Spanifh Wed Indies, and the account of what I obferved worthy of 
notice during my day in thofe parts, will, I hope, acquit me in the opinion of every 
candid and impartial reader, from the afperfions thrown upon me in Shelvocke’s book; 
and acquire me, what every man would wifh tQ have, the approbation of him to whom, 
of his own free* tlipice, he fubmits the cenfure of his adions. 
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The TranJlaUr's Preface. 

■^/TIEN the tranflation of the hiflory of Chile was firfl undertaken, it was iflure 
out of confideration of making that part of the world, fo remote from ours, better 
known, as to the geographical part, the natural hiflory, and the firfl fettlements of 
the Spaniards, than to enter into a didind narrative of the events of that’, invafion, 
which contain little inftrudion, being between a people of great arts -and abilities on 
one fide, and another of great natural courage, and no culture of* the mind pr body, 
on the other. The cafe was fo extravagantly unequal between them, when the odds 
of guns, armour, horfes, and dffeipline, are weighed again!! nakednefs, anurchy, panick 
terrors, and fimplicity, that it feems a kind of prodigy that the love of liberty and a Hock 
of natural unpolifhed bravery, fhould hold a contefl with armed avarice, fpirited by 
fupcrftiticus zeal, for almoft a whole century. 

The natural hiflory of Chile is fo admirably performed, ,‘ihat it may be i model for 
molt relaffons of that kind ; for there arc exad deferiptions of all the beads, birds, 
filhes, plants, minerals, coads, rivers, bays, and inhabitants of the country, that can 
be wifhed for. I here is, beddes, an excellent account of the climate, the l'eafons, the 
winds, the manner of living both of the Indians and the Spaniards. The defeription 
of the great Cordillera, or chain of mountains, which runs for almoft a thoufand leagues 
in a parallel line with the South Sea, and divides Chile from the ultra mountain 
provinces, is fo accurate, that nothing of that kind can be more fo : the narrative of 
the manner of travelling through thofe vaft plains of Cuyo and Tucunian, as far as 
Buenos Ayres, and the river of Plata ; the topographical defeription of the dreights of 
Magellan, with all its bays, ports, and its whole navigation, are of great indrudion, a# 
well as very entertaining. 

* 

* From Churchill's Colledion, vol. iii. third edition 1745.' The importance of the countries has been 
more attended to than tflidt chronology. 
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In all '-his the jefuit, who was the author of this hiftory, mud be confefied to have 
deferved the character of a candid inquifnivc philofopher ; and in what he has per- 
formed befides, about the fettlemcnts of the Spaniards, he is very particular, efpectally 
in his defeription of the city of St. Jago de Chile ; where any one may lee the pro- 
grefs^bf prieftcraft in that new jvorld, by the vaft riches of the convents, monafteHes, 
and nunneries : but above all the inftructive chapters of this treatife, there is one about 
the methods t of driving a trade between Europe and Chile to and from the Philip- 
pines and Eaft Indies, which contains Jccrets of commerce and navigation, which I 
wonder how they were publilhed, and it is pofiible may, ere it be long, be pradlifed 
by the Spaniards and other nations, if the navigation of the Mexican Gulph becomes 
fo trpublefome, as it is like to be made by the naval powers of Europe, who feem to 
have chofe thole feas for the feene of all their maritime power to exert itfelf in.- 
There is a digreilion about the firft dil’covery of the iilands and Continent of America 
by Columbus, and a progreffive narration of all the other difeoveries, as they were made, 
and by whom, which is very curious ; but as if is borrowed from other writers, the 
author can challenge no other merit than that of a judicious compiler. . ’ 

All that needs to be added to this preface, is, to let the world know that the tranf- 
lation was firft encouraged by the Royal Society, of which the tranflator has the honour 
to be a member; and that it was two futniner’s work, that it might be the lefs fubjeft 
to errors; and to prevent them, that worthy encouragcr of all natural knowledge, as 
well as of his own profeilion, in which he excels, Dr. Hans Sloane, has contributed 
very obligingly fotne of his care and attention. 


The Author's Preface. 


"DEING £oiue from the kingdom of Chile into Europe, I obferved that there was fo 
little known of The parts 1 came from, that in many places the very name of Chile 
had .not been hea’rd^jf. This made me think my felt' obliged to fatisfy, in fome meafure, 
the defire of many curious per Ions, who preffed me to communicate to the world a 
thing fo worthy of its knowledge. But I found myfelf ift great difficulty how to comply 
with their priming inltances, being dellitute of all the materials requifite for fuch a 
work, and at fuch a diltance from the place that could furniffi them, that I defpaired 
of giving a juft fmisfadion : however, in obedience to thole whofe commands I cannot 
but rdpect* I refolvcd to write this account, more to comply with my duty, and give 
fotne information of thole refttote regions, than to pretend to a perfect hiftory, 

which thivS relation, in all its parts, (l con lefs,; monies very Ihort oh The reader, then, 
.being thus prepared, will, I hope, have a regard to the little help 1 could have in this 
work, at fuch a diltance as Route and Chile are from one another ; and by his prudence 
and goodnefs, excul'e any thing that may feem Id's finiihed in this work ; particularly 
fince there is hopes of a general hiftory of Guile, which ermnot be long before it is 
finiihed. • 

In the mean time, the firft and fecond books of this relation will fhew the natural 
ftite of the kingdom of Chile, both as to its climate and produd ; the third will deferibe 
the qualities of its firft inhabitants ; the fourth and filth will deferibe the firft entrance 
of the Spaniards into it, and thecouqueft of it by them ; the lixth will contain the va- 
rious events of the war, caufed by the noble refiitauce made by the Araucanos; the 
feventh will fhew the firft means of peace attempted by father Lewis de Valdivia v ,of 
the company of Jefus, in order to facilitate the preaching of tfte holy Gofpel, and the 
glorious death of his holy companions ; the lalt book, which is alio the laigeit of all. 
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will contain the firft means of planting the ChrifKa$fr faith, and its propagation among 
the Indians, which was particularly com palled, and is dill carried on, by the millions and 
miniltry of our company; all which endeavours of theirs I explain and diftinguilh 
under fix heads, fhewing the necefiity of the fpiritual help that thclfe new Chriilian* 
lie under, both as to preaching, and informing then) of matters of the Chriilian 
faith. 

I mud give here five adverti'emenfs : the firfl, that in what I have feen myfelf, I 
have not departed from the truth in any thing 1 have writ : as to what I relate by 
hearfay, or by authority from other writers, 1 report it wiih the fame candour as I 
heard and read it, without adding or diminifhing any thing of the truth ; and though 
all thofe I cite in this work are worthy to be believed, yet the lealt to be fufpetled 
of partiality, are fuch foreign writers who extol and commend this kingdom of Chile 
with fuch repeated encomiums. My fecond advertifement is, that confidering the king- 
dom of Chile was the lafl part of South America that was di (covered, and the nearell 
to the Antartick Pole, I could not treat of its dii'covery with good grounds, without 
touching a little upon the neighbouring kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, which were 
as a paflage to ic : and if I have enlarged now and then on the praifes and defeription of 
thofe parts, it was becaufe I thought it nvght not be dilag rtcablc to the reader ; in 
which, if I am miftaken, he has only to Ikip fome chapte.s of the luurth book, and go 
directly to thofe which treat of the full entrance of Don Diego de Almagro ini o Chile. 
Thirdly, I mull take notice, that though I do fometimes, in fpeaking of the land of 
Chile, report fome particularities which feem trifles, and not fo proper for hiftory, 
I do not relate them as Angular and proper to that country alone, but rather to 
fhew the uniformity both of nature and cu (lotus, as to life and religion, in Jll 
thofe parts; and fome things are mentioned to encourage I hole new countries to drive 
on the advancement of religion, politenefs, learning, an ! good morals. 

Fourthly, I mull take notice, that fince I do not here make a general hiftory of Chile, 
I have not had occafion to mention all the illullrious men, and noble 'commanders and 
foldiers who have flouriflied in thofe parts from the beginning of the conqueft : I only, 
therefore, take notice of fuch as I find named in the authors whom 1 cite they 

too not making it their bufinefs to write a diftincl hiftory ol Chile, buConly to relate 
fome particular event, and fo mention only fome part of the government of lome 
governors, or their wars, cannot be ex’att in the account of all thofe who have in 
different times and or.cafions ailed in thofe wars ; and by this falvo 1 cover the honour 
of all ots: gallant commanders and foldiers of Chile, whofo actions I omit, though they 
are worthy to be graven in marble or bronze, only for this reafon. And though I 
own, that I am not ignorant of many who have flourilhed in my time, and before it, 
yet I have not fo diftincl an information as would be neceftary to give them their due 
commendations, and fet their actions in that light which their valour deferves ; there- 
fore the general hiftory ’of Chile will perform that part. Perhaps, even before that, 
this work of mipe may excite fomebody to employ their talent in making a particular 
book of their eulogiums and praifes, which cannot fail of being well received in th« 
world, fince fo many noble and illuftrious families of Europe will be concerned 
in it. 

Laflly, I advertife, that though the principal motive of my writing this relation, 
was to publilh the i'piritual miniltry of our company in the converfion of fouls in this 
kingdom of Chile, yet I could not but treat , firft of the land and inhabitants, as 
bring the object avid fubjeft of their endeavours ; and I have been forced to be more 
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■diffufe in it, than I would havedbeen about a place already known to the world by 
any hiftory or relations made or it. For this reafon, I have employed fix books in 
the defcription of the land, and die valorous fierce difpofition of its inhabitants, that 
the force and efficacy of the divine grace might fhine out the more in the beginnings of 
the converfions of that untra&jble nation, mentioned in my two laft books, which are 
almoft as comprehenfive as my fix firft, which were divided into fo many, only to 
anfwer the diverfity of matter which they contain. 

Thus I have informed my reader of this work, in which he will find variety of en- 
tertainment. Some things will anfwer the curiofity of thofe who delight in knowing 
natural caufes ; others will be moved and incited to valiant, a&ions by the examples of 
thofe performed here. Thofe likewife, who love hiftorical relations, will be pleafed, 
fince here is an epitome of the difcovery of the belt part of the Indies, according to 
the order of times, and perfons concerned in the conquefls and difcoveries of fo many 
kingdoms ; and, laftly, the pious difpofition of devout minds will be elevated to praife 
God for the fignal favours, which the queen of heaven has beftowed on the kingdom 
of Chile in particular ; and adore the Lord of all things, for having in little more than 
one century made his name known, and his worlhip introduced among fo many heathen 
nations, even to bring the untamed and powerful Araucanos upon their knees to him, 
after fo many years Jtubborn refilling the entrance of the Gofpel. I cannot defire my 
reader to exprefs any acknowledgments for this work of mine, becaufe I do not judge 
it deferves fo great a reward ; but I hope he may, with indulgence, excufe its faults, 
and make me fome allowance for the little helps I have had in writing. 1 have endea- 
voured to pleafe all; but, particularly, to Ihew how the kingdom of Chrift maybe 
advanced in that new world, if the apoftolical zeal of the evangelical workmen will 
employ itfelf in this great harveft of fo extended a gentiliftn and new Chrillianity. 


TO TIIE READER. 

I 

THE lull fix books being the only ones that contain the hiftorical and natural ac- 
counts, they ak.n<: are tranllated j and fome chapters even out of them omjtted, for their 
tedious fuperltitious narratives. 


. BOOK I. 

OF THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF THE KINGDOM OF CHILE. 

CH- 4 P. I. — Of the Situation , Climate , and Diviftoti of tuc Kingdom of Chile. 

'J'HE kingdom of Chile, which is the uttermoft bounds of South America, and has 
the kingdom of Peru to the north, begins at the 2 5th degree of fouth latitude, 
towards the antarctick pole, and is. extended in length five hundred leagues, as far as 
the firaights bf Magellan, and its ©ppofite land, called La Tierra del Fuego, which 
reaches to the. 59th degree. The bVeadth of Chile is various ; for it may be faid to 
extend itfelf oqp hundred and fifty leagues eaft and weft, becaufe though that which is 
properly called Chile, is not in many places above twenty or thirty leagues broad, which 
v<?l. xiv. F ; R 
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is generally its extent from the fea to the famous Cordillera Nevada, or chain of moun- 
tains covered with fnow (of which we fhall fpeak in its proper place,) yet in the divi- 
fion of the bounds of the feveral governments of America, the king added to Chile 
thofe vaft plains of Cuyo, which run in length as far as Chile does, and are above 
twice as broad. t 

The oppofite part of the world to this kingdom, is the meridian that pafles between 
the ifland Taprobana of the ancients, which is Zeilon, and Cape Comorip, beginning 
at twenty-fix degrees north of the equinoctial line. The inhabitants are properly an- 
tipodes to thofe of Chile ; and thofe who inhabit the countries that reach from thirty- 
feven degrees to forty-four of the moft wefterly parts of New Guinea, would be alfb 
diametrically antipodes to the inhabitants of Caftille ; but it is yet uncertain, whether 
that part of the world is land or water ; but this is certain, that it fells out in the di- 
vifion of Caftille, and is oppofite to it, and is weft from Chile one thoufand feven 
hundred leagues. 

This kingdom is comprehended in the third, fourth, and fifth climate : in that part 
of it whith is in the third climate, the longeft day is thirteen hours ; and in the fifth 
climate, the day at longeft is about fourteen hours, and fomething more, quite contrary 
to Europe, as being oppofite to it, but not diametrically ; for the longeft day in Chile 
is St. Lucia’s, and the fliorteft Sr. Barnaby's ; the fun is always there towards the north, 
and the lhadows to the fouth. 

This is the fituation of the kingdom of Chile, which borders upon the north with 
the province of Aracama, and the rich mines of filver of Potofi, where the kingdom 
of Peru begins ; and on the fouth it has the great fea to the pole, and the iilands dif- 
covered in it. Abraham Ortelius was of opinion, that there was on this fouth fide 'of 
the kingdom of Chile, a land which was contiguous with New Guinea; and this opi- 
nion lafted till we were undeceived by thofe who having pafled by the ftraight of 
St. Vincent, otherwife called the ftraight of Le Maire, went round that fouth land called 
the Tierra del Fuego, and returned to the north fea by the ftraights of Magellan ; prov- 
ing evidently the faid land to be an ifland, entirely feparated from any other land as 
1 (hall Ihew further in its propef place. 

Chile has oh the eaft Tucuman and Buenos Ayres, and to the north-6aft Paraguay 
and Brafil ; to the weft it has the South-Sea, which, according to the opinion of An- 
totyb de Herrera, is all that is comprehended between Chile and China, and begins at 
the Golden C.herfonefus, or the ifland of Sumatra ; and thaj fea is lh breadth, eaft and 
-weft, twoTftiftfand feven hundred leagues. * 

According to what has been faid, we may divide this kingdom inro three parts: the 
firft and principal is that which is comprehended between the Cordillera Nevada and 
the South-Sea, which is properly called Chile. The fecond contains the iilands which 
are fowed up and down upon its coaft as far as the ftraights of Magellan, The third 
contains the province of Cuyo, which is on the other fide of the fnowy mountains, 
called the Cordillera Nevada, and run in length all along as far as the ftraights, and in 
breadth extends to the confines of Tucuman. " 

To begin then with that part which is moft properly called Chile : I confefs I had 
rather the defeription of it had fallen to the lot of fome ftranger who had feen it ; for 
then the danger of palling for too partial for one’s own country, (to which are expofed 
all thofe who write of it) would have been more eafily avoided, and fuch an one might 
with lefs apprehenfion enlarge upon the excellent properties which God has been pleated 
to endow it with. The common opinion of all thofc who have come ft»m Europe to 
ii*js, that its foil and its climate exceed all others they have feen ; though, perhaps, in 
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that they only make a return for $he kind welcome they all meet with in thofe parts. 
As for my part, all 1 can fay, is, that though it be like Europe in every thing, except 
m the opposition of the feafons, which are tranfpofed, it being fpring and futamer in 
the one, when it* is autumn and winter in the other, yet it has tome properties which 
do really fingularize it, and deferve the praifes given it by travellers j for, firft, neither 
the heat nor the cold are fo exceffive as in Europe, particularly as far as the 45th de- 
gree of latitude, for from thence to the pole the rigorous and exceffive cold begins. 

The accidental lituation of the land of Chile, muft be the caufe of this "temperature- 
of the air ; for being covered on the eall by the high mountains of the Cordillera, 
which are all fo prodigioufly elevated, it receives the frelh and cooling breezes from the 
fea ‘ K and the tides which penetrate as far as the foot of the mountains, joining with the 
coolnefs of the fnow, with which they are covered, refrelh the air fo, that about four 
o’clock in the afternoon the heat is no ways troublefome. Nay, if one is in the fhade, 
one may fay, that in no hour of the day the fun is infupportable, efpecially from thirty- 
fix degrees, or thereabouts, neither day nor night the heat can be complained of ; 
which is the caufe, that at the town of the Conception, which is in that lituation, the 
covering for beds is the fame winter and fummer, neither of thofe feafons being any 
ways troublefome. - • , 

Another good quality of this country is, to be free from lightning ; for though* 
fometimes thunder is heard, it is at a great dillance up in the mountain. Neither does 
there fall any hail in the fpring or fumnier ; or are thofe ftorms of thunder and light- 
ning feen here, which in other parts make the bells be rung out, and the clouds to be 
exorcized ; neither are there fo many cloudy days in winter as in other parts ; but moll 
Commonly after the rain has laded two or three days, the heavens clear up, and look 
as if the Iky had been walhed, without the leaft cloud, in a very Ihort time after the 
rain ; for as foon as ever the north wind, which brings die cloudy weather, ceafes, the 
fouth fuceeeds, and in a few hours drives away the rain j' or if it be in the night-time, 
the dew falls, and # the fun rifes brighter than ever. 

'this country is yet to be valued upon another propriety of it, which is, that it is free 
from poifonous creatures, fuch as vipers and fnakes, feorpions or toads ; fo that one 
may venture ^o fit under a tree, or lie down and roll on the ground, without fear of 
being bit by them. Neither are there tygers, panthers, or any other mifchievous ani- 
mals, except foipe lions of a fmall kind, which fometimes do harm to the flocks of 
Iheep or goats, buf never to men, whom they fly from ; and this is not only in the cul- 
tivated land, where men are frequent, but in the woods and folitude, and uu. the thicked 
groves, of which there are fome fo clofe with trees, that one can hardly break through 
them afoot. I heard a friar of ours, who was an excellent builder, fay, that having 
gone for three months together in woods, * here there was no fign of any one’s having 
palled before, to find out trees proper for the timber of the church of St. JagO, he had 
never met with the lead poifonous creature that could either caufe a naufeous idea, or 
a dangerous effeft. 

There ^s another mod wonderful' Angularity of this fame country, which is, that not 
only it does not breed, but will not fuffer any punaizes, or bugs, to live in it ; which 
is the more to be admired, that on the other fide the mountains they fwarm. I never 
faw one in it alive, for fometimes inhere are fome in the goods and furniture of people 
who come from the province of Cuyo ; but as foon as they feel the air of Chile they 
die. The experience that was ma<fe.of this, by one that was either curious or malici- 
ous enough, was. wonderful } for coming from Cuyo to Chile, he brought fome of 
thofe creatures with him, well put up in a box, and fuch food provided for them as to 
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keep them alive ; but no fooner were they come to the valley of Aconcagua, which is 
the firft valley coming down from the mountains, but they all died, not fo much as 
one remaining alive. 

I do not fay any thing here of the mines of gold, nor of thofe excellent waters 
which running from them, are cordial and healthy ; nor of the abundance of provifions 
for life, nor of the phyfical plants, nor of many other rare qualities in which this 
country exceeds others, as well to avoid confufion, as becaufe thofe things will be 
better fliewed when we come to treat of each of them in particular in their proper 
place. 

> ■ In all other things the land of Chile is fo like Europe, both in»climate and foil, that 
there is very fmall or no difference ; and it is very remarkable, that in fuch variety of 
difcoveries made in America, none is fo conformable in every thing with the European 
conftitution, as this tratt of Chile 5 for in moft of the places between the tropicks, as 
Brafil, Cartagena, Panama, Portobello, and thofe coafts in that fituation, the heats are 
violent, and continual all the year ; and in fome other places, fuch as Potofi, and the 
mountains of Peru, the cold is as excefiive ; in fome they have a winter without rain, 
and have their rain in fummer, when their heat is highefl: ; others there are, where 
they have_ neither wine, oil, nor wheat of- their own product ; and though in fome 
^they may have thefe productions, yet the other fruits of Europe do not take with 
them ; but Chile has, jufl as Europe, its four feafons, of fpring, fummer, autumn, and 
winter ; it does not rain in fummer, but in winter ; and all the product of Europe agrees 
with their foil. 

One thing is much to be admired, and that is, that the land of Cuyo, that of Tu- 
cuman, and Buenos Ayres, being all in the lame latitude with Chile, are neverthei&s 
fo different in climate from it and from Europe ; for though in .thofe parts it freezes 
exceedingly, fo as to freeze water within doors, and that their cattle, if left abroad, 
die with cold, yet there does not fall a drop of rain all the winter, and the fun fhines 
out fo bright and clear, that not a cloud is to be feei\: but in the fpring they have fuch 
abundance of rain, that it would drown the whole country, if the fhowers lafled as 
long as in Europe or in Chile ; for when the rain lafls but an hour and a half, the 
ftreets are full of ftreams in the towns, and the carts arc up to their axle-trees, though 
they are very high in thofe parts, and all the country is as it were a fea : there fall 
likewife at that time thunder-ftones, and hail as big as a hen’s egg, n$y, as geefe eggs, 
and fometimes as big as oftriches ; as I myfelf have feen. 

Ail th«£e»ftorms and varieties of weather form themfelvef in the high mountains, that 
are a kind of wall to the kingdom of Chile ; and they never come fo far down as to 
invade its territories, but flop at them like a barricado ; for in Chile the weather is 
always fteady and conftant, without hidden changes, all the fpring, fummer, and 
autumn $ in winter, indeed, there are degrees of heat and cold, as there is a differ- 
ence in the length and lhortnefs of the days, according to the degrees of the latitude, 
and courfe of rfye fun, which caufes the fame variation as in Europe, though in oppo- 
fite months. 

From hence it follows, as authors do obferve, and experience teaches, that there 
muff be, and is, a great refemblance between the animals and other productions of 
Chile and thofe of Europe. As a proof of this, I have feen feveral gentlemen that 
came to Chile from other parts of -America, cither as commanders, or for other em- 
ployments, which are in the king’s difpofal, incredibly overjoyed at this conformity with 
Europe ; for they «think themfelves, as it were, in their native country, the air and the 
provifions of both fo like in their qualities : the meats are more nouriihing than in hot- 
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ter climates ; and when thofe who have been either bom or bred m thofe hot countries 
come to Chile, they are forced to abftain, and keep a watch upon their appetites, till 
their ftomachs are ufed by little and little to the ftrength of the food of that country, 
and can digeft it * 


CHAP. ll.-rO/ the four Scafons of the Tear, and particularly of the Winter and Spring t 
with a Defcription of feme Flowers and medicinal Plants . 

THE four feafons of the year which are in Europe, the fpring, the fummer, 
the, autumn, and the winter, are with the fame duration of time enjoyed in Chile, 
though not exactly under the fame names, at the fame time ; for the fpring begins 
about the middle oi the European Auguft, and lafts to the middle of November ; then 
begins the fummer, which holds to the middle of February ; which is followed by the 
autumn, which laths to the middle of May ; and then the winter enters, and makes all 
the trees bare of their leaves, and the earth covered with white frofts, (which never- 
thelefs diflolve about two hours after fun-rife, except in fome cloudy days, that the 
ificles laft from one day to another ;) the winter ends again about the middle of Auguft. 
It is very feldom that the fnow falls in the valleys or low grounds, though fo great i 
quantity is upon the mountains, that it fijls up fometimes all the hollow places to the 
height of fe\ eral pikes, and there remains, as it were, in wells and refervatories, to 
provide, as it does in due time, fo many fprings and rivers with water, fo fertilizing 
the valleys and plains, that they produce infinite crops of all forts in the autumn, and 
‘enrich the kingdom. But notwithftanding that it feldom fnows in the valleys and 
plains, yet it is fo cold in them, that few parte in Europe are colder ; which proceeds 
not only from the degree of elevation this land is in, but alfo from its neighbourhood 
to thofewaft mountains called the Cordillera, which fend out fuch fharp and piercing 
winds, that foihetimes they are infuppor^tble •, therefore the fea-coaft is much more 
temperate and v arm ; but in return much more expofed to vehement tempefts of 
winds, than the inland parts, where thefe florins are in fome meafure fpent before they 
reach them,* and fo cannot whip them and torment them as they do thedea-coafts. 

For fome protection againft thefe fharp cold winds, God Almighty has placed feveral 
great clutters of thorn-bufhes, which thrive ft) well, that it is the ordinary fewel of all 
the countries aboflt the town of St. Jago, and the valleys near it. It is a plant not 
unlike an oak, though more durable ; the heart of the wood is red, andjs.oorruptible • 
of it they make coals for the furnace, and other fhop ufes. In other parts the true 
oak ferves for the fame purpofe j as the territory of the city of Conception, where 
there are very large woods of them, whivh are fo thick, that though they have already 
ferved for the ufes of the natives fo many years, yet when they are entered, they can 
hardly be palled in the middle ; and this wi'hin half a league of the city ; for further 
up in the country there are for efts, where no man every fet ,.is foot* 

Thoifgh thefe oaks, as alfo the lruit-trecs, lofe their leaves in winter, yet there are 
wild trees which do not, though all covered with ice and fnow ; and the cold is fo far 
from injuring them, that when the fun melts the froft, they look brighter and more 
beautiful. As foon as the firft rains come, the fields begin to be clothed in green, and 
the earth is’covered in twenty or thirty days with grafs ; amongft which nature pro- 
duces a fort of yellow flower in fifeh abundance, that the plains and valleys look like 
carpets of green and yellow, 
u 
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Thefe firft rains feem to prepare the earth for its ornamental drefs of flowers with the 
fpring, which begins about the middle of Auguft ; and they laft till December, that 
the heats come in, and that with fuch variety and abundance of fo many kinds, that 
the fields look as if they had been painted, producing a moil delightful object. I 
remember once, as I was travelling, I faw fo great a jliverfity of thefe flowers, fame 
fcarlet, others blue, yellow, red, ftraw-colour, purple, &c. that I was m$ved to tell 
them, and I told in a fhort time two and forty forts, fo admirable was their variety ; 
and yet I do not reckon among thefe the cultivated ones in gardens, nor thofe that 
were brought from Europe, fuch as carnations, rofes, ftock gilly-flowers, orange, 
Mies, poppies, lupins, &c. 1 only fpeak of thofe that grow wild, which are fo odori- 
ferous and fweet-fcented, that it is out of them they diftil a water called aqua d’angeks, 
or, angel's water. The fmell of thefe flowers is perceived fweeteft at the riling and 
fetdng of the fun ; which, mingled with the fcent emitted by the herbs, which are very 
aromatic, produce a mod admirable perfume, and for that reafon they put the fprouts 
and tops of them amongft the flowers which make the angel water. 

It is /cercely poflible to exprefs the force with which the earth puts forth thefe plants, 
which is fo great that ‘in many places it is hard to diftinguilh the cultivated from the un- 
cultivated lands. One would think at firft that all had been plowed and fowed alike ; 
and with the continuance of the rains, the grafs runs up fo ftrong, and grows fo intri- 
cate, that a horfe can hardly break through it, it coming in molt places to the faddle 
girts. 

Muftard-feed, turnips, mint, fennel, trefoil, and other plants, which I fee are 
fowed and cultivated in Europe, for the juft efteem that is made of them, do all grow 
wild in Chile, without ferving to the ufe of life at all, otherwife than by the cattle*s 
feeding on them, which they may do for feveral leagues together.* The muftard-plant 
thrives fo mightily, that it is as big as one's arm, and fo high and thick, that it looks 
like a tree. I have travelled many leagues through muftard-groves, which were taller 
than horfe and man ; and the birds build their nefts in them, as the gofpel mentions in 
thefe words, ita ut volucres ctzli veniant et babitcnt in ramis ejus ; fo that the birds of 


the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

There are iftany plants of great virtue in phyfic, and known only to ‘‘the Indians, 
called Machis, who are a race of men who are their doctors. Iliele plants they con- 
ceal carefully, and particularly from theSpaniards, to whom if they communicate the 
knowledge of one or two, it is a great mark of their friendftijp ; but? the knowledge of 
the reft they-referve, and it paffes from father to fon. Thefe Machis, or do&ors, are 
not only efteemed by the Indians, but by the Spaniards themfelves, who have recourfe 
to them in the greateft extremities, when the difeafe prefles moft. They find wonder, 
ful effefts from the application of thefe fimplcs, which they ufe in a leffer dofe with the 
Spaniards than with the Indians, who are of a more robuft nature, and ftronger con- 
ftituticn. 


I law one of our order much troubled with the falling ficknefs and fwooning fits, fo 
as he was forced to have always fome body in his company, or elfe he might have fallen 
down Hairs, or otherwife killed himfelf : he had ufed all the remedies that the learning 
of phyficians and the charity of religious men could fuggeftj but without any effeft at 
all : nay, he was worfe and worfe every day. Our fathers learned at laft, that about 
twelve leagues off from that place there lived an Indian Machi : they fent for him j and 
being come, and having heard the relation of his diftemper, he gave him as much of 
a certain herb in wine as the bignefs of a nail; and it had fo great an effect, that it 
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took away the diftemper, as if he had taken it away with his hand, the pferfon being 
never troubled with it more, all the time 1 knew him. 

I have feen many other cures performed by thefe Machis, particularly in cafes of 
poifon } for in that fort of diftemper they are very eminent. I fhall mention but one 
inftance, of a gentleman who^ had been pining away for feveral years, and often at 
death’s dooiw once, bang in extreme danger, he heard of a famous Machi who lived 
a great way off, but was a foe-doctor, (for there are women amongft them eminent in 
the art :) he* procured, by prefents, to have her fent for ; and having promifed her a 
confiderable reward, befides what he gave her in hand, which he was well able to per- 
form, being very rich and powerful, foe began to apply her remedies, which were 
herbs ; and one day, when foe faw his body prepared to part with the poifon, foe 
caufed a great filver voider to be fet in the middle of the room, and there, in the pre- 
fence of many people, the gentleman having firft been very fick in his ftomach, he call 
up the poifon which had been given him many years before, wrapp’d up in hair, which 
came up with it ; and he was perfectly well after this, as he hinuelf related to me. 

Though, as I havefaid, the Indians are fo clofe in keeping fecretthe herbs ^hey ufe, 
yet many of them, perfuaded by reafon, and induced by friendlhip, do communicate 
fomething : and time and experience has*difcovered fo many more, that if I foould 
mention them all, I foould be forced to make a book on purpofe of them ; therefore 
I foall only mention three that I have more prefent in my memory, the effects of 
which are prodigious. 

The firft foall be a famous plant called Quinchamali, which rifes not a foot above 
the ground, and its branches fpread like a nofegay, and end in little flowers at the 
points, which, both in colour and in foape, are not unlike the fafl'ron called RomL 
They pull up the hetf>, and boil it entire, 'with its roots, leaves, and flowers, in fair 
water, which is given to the patient to drink hot : amongft other effects it produces, 
one is to«8iflolve all coagulated blood in the body, and that very quickly ; fo that an 
Indian feeling himfelf wounded, takes it immediately, to hinder the blood that could 
not’come out at tlie wound from congealing inwardly, and fo prevents all impoft.hu- 
mation, and the corruption of the reft. 

There happened in our college of St. Jago an accident, which gave,proof of this 
admirable herb ; which was, that an Indian belonging to us being gone to the great 
place to fee the fjull-feaft, a bull, to his great misfortune, catchcd him up, and tolled 
him in the air, and left him almoft dead on the fpot ; he was brought to our houfe, 
and the pnyfician, being called, faid he was a dead man, and nothing cotijtjfave him : 
but, however, he told the father that has care of the fick, that it would coft but little 
to give him the Quinchamali, wrap him up warm, and leave him alone forne hours. 
Itjvas done accordingly ; and after fome ‘fine, the father reforting to the place where 
they had laid him, to fee if he was dead, he was found not only alive, but out of 
danger, and the foect all full of blood, which the herb had caufed him to void through 
the pores of his body, fo as he remained perfedly well in a li, le time. 

The fetond herb is that which we Spaniards call Albaaquiila, and tfle Indians Culen, 
becaul'e its leaves are like the leaves of fwect bafil : it grows in bufoes fo high, that 
they feem to be trees j the leaves are very fragrant, and fweet like honey : being 
bruifed, it is applied to the wound outwardly, and fome drops of its juice are to be 
poured aUfo Into the wound ; after which, moll admirable effects of its efficacy are 
feen. 

1 was told by Captain Sebaftian Garcia Carrero, the founder of cwr novitiat-houfe of 
Bucalemo, that as he was travelling with a dog in his company, which he loved ex- 
tremely. 



40 ovalle’s historical RELATION OF CHILE. 

tremely, foine wild monkeys that live in the mountains^ell upon him, and fo worried hint 
among them by biting him, fome on one fide and fome on the other, that they- left 
him full of wounds, and particularly with one large one in his throat : his mafter came 
up at laft, and found him without fign of life ; he was much troubled for the lofs of 
his dog, and lighted to fee what he could do for him. This Albaaquilla, is an herb 
that grows every where in the fields ; and the gentleman, at a ventutj^, gathering 
three or four handfuls of it, bruifed them between two ftones, and pour<$8 the juice 
into the dog’s wounds, and into the great one of his throat he thruft a Handful of it, 
and fo left him without hopes of life : but it fell out wonderfully, that after a few 
leagues travelling on, turning back to look at fomething, he faw his dog following 
at a diftance, who was fo well cured that he lived many years after. 

The third herb, that I remember, is like a knot of fine hair, and which is not com- 
monly met with : this is an admirable herb in fevers and pleurifies ; it is boiled in 
water, and drank ; it purifies and cleanfes the blood, expelling that which is bad, 
and fo the fick body remains perfectly cured ; as I nvyfelf have had the experience of it. 

There are feveral other plants, fome of which, cure the pains of the liver ; others 
diflblve tile ftone in the bladder, and break it to pieces ; fome are excellent for the 
fciatica and other infirmities; all which, if I, were to relate in particular, 1 ihould riakc 
a new Diofcorides , or herbal, which is not my intention. We will therefore leave the 
flowers and herbs of the fpring, the harmony of the finging of birds, which fo rejoices 
the mornings, and the ferene and quiet days of this feafon, to draw near the lumnjer ; 
which will afford us matter of difeourfe. 


CHAP. III. — Of the Summer and Autumn, and their Product. 

« 

W J 

THE fummer begins in the middle of November, and lafts to the middle of Febru- 
ary, fo that the greatell heats are at Chriftmas ; and we are forced to have reapurfe 
to our faith, to confider the child God trembling with cold in the manger ; for when we 
rife to fing matins, particularly in Cuyo and Tucuman, where the heats are exceffivc , we 
are ready to melt with heat. In Chile the heats are not fo exceffive, becaufe the c oun- 
try is more temperate ; but flill the weather is not fo cold as it was in Betlrlem. 
About this time the fruits begin to ripen, which are in great variety * and there: are 
but few of thpfe of Europe that are wanting ; for as foon a£ any of them are broi'ight, 
either in lfone, feed, or plant, they take, and it is wonderful to fee how they derive. 
I remember about thirty years ago there were no cherries; there coming by change a 
little tree from Spain, from which all the curious began to multiply them in their ^gar- 
dens, (it being both a rarity, and a valuable fruit ;) in a fmall time they were fo in- 
creased, that they were banilhed from the gardens to the fields, becaufe they produced 
fomany young plants from their roots, that they took up all the ground about thenh. 

Of the fruits of Peru, Mexico, and all the continent of America, not one will grrow 
in Chile ; and the reafon is, the oppofition of the climate of Chile ; nay, though Chey 
bring either plant, feed, or fetting, they never thrive ; for thofe countries are wit%in 
the tropics, and Chile is out of them ; for which reafon alfo the fruits of Europe ta* ke 
fo well in Chile, fuch as pears, apricots, figs, peaches, quinces, See. > which b ’jar 
infinitely ; and if there is not care taken to leffen their number when little, it is on* 
pofiible for the bopghs to bear the weight of the fruit, fo that they are fain to prop 
them up with forks when they grow near ripe. 
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'Aar excfe^ $T the reft fof.besufci^ is the apple, of all kinds, of which 
there are prodigious orchards ; andidf tnefe, though they leflen the number, jet the 
others increafe fo much in weight, that the trees are, brought down to the ground ; fo 
that there are many windfalls, filling all the ground about them, and the very rivers 
onPwhich they ftand, and flopping the courfeof the water. • 

All the$rt>ps of oats, wheat, maize, and all other garden product, begin to be cut 
in December* and fo on to March ; and they feldom produce lefs than twenty or thirty 
for one, nay, fome a hundred for one, and the maize four hundred for one ; and it is 
very feldom that there is any fcarcity of grain, but it is very cheap moft commonly. 

As for the fruit of the gardens, it is never or rarely fold, but any body may, without 
hinderance, ftep into a garden or orchard, and eat what they will ; only the ftrawber- 
ries, which they call Frutilla, are fold ; for though I have feen them grow wild for 
miles together, yet, being cultivated, they are fold very dear : they are very different 
from thofe I hav,e feen here in Rome, as well in the tafte as in the fmell ; and as for 
their fize, they grow to be as big as peers, moft commonly red ; but in the territory 
of the Conception, there are of them white and yellow. • 

About this time, alfo, the herbs that fatten the cattle grow ripe ; and then they be- 
gin to kill them with great profit, it beihg the chiefeft riches of the country, by 
reafon of the tallow and hides which are fent for Peru. They kill thoufands of cows, 
fheep, goats; and the fleih, being fo cheap that it is not worth faving, they throw it 
away into the fea or rivers, that it may not infeffc the air ; only they ialt the tongues 
and loins of the cows, which they fend for Peru as prefents for their friends ; and 
they who are able, and underftand it, fend likewife fome dried falt-flefh for the king’s 
forces, or keep it to feed their own Haves or fervants. 

Autumn begins abeut the middle of February ; fo Lent proves the moft delicious 
time of the year ; for befides lobfters, oyfters, crabs, and other forts of ihell-filh and 
fea-fiih df all kinds, they fifh in the ponds and rivers for trouts, Vagres, Pejereges, 
and. other very chqjcg river-fifti of feveral kinds ; and at the fame time there is a great 
plenty of legumes, and garden product, as gourds, all forts of fruit, particularly 
quinces, whijh are as big as one’s head, and another kind called Lucumas, of which 
they make fo many dilhes, that the mortification of falling is hardly perceived. 

In the end of autumn, they begin to gather the olives and the grapes ; and this 
lalls the months* of May and June. The wines are moft noble and generous, and 
famed by the authors who „write of this country : there is fuch plenty of them, that 
the plenty is a grievance, tlf^re being no vent for fuch quantities : it- kills ^the Indians, 
becaufe when they drink, it is without meafure, till they fell down ; and it being very 
ftrong, it bums up their inward parts : the belt kind is the Mufcatel. I have feen 
fome that look like water ; but their operation is very different in the ftomach, which 
they warm like brandy. 

There are white wines alfo very much valued ; as thofe of the grape called Uba 
Tprronte^ and Albilla : the red and deep-coloured are made ■~>i the ordinary red grape, 
and the grape called Mbllar. The bunches of grapes are fo large, that they caufe ad- 
miration ; particularly I remember one, which, bedaufe of its moriftrous bignefs, was 
by its owner (a gentlegian) offered to our lady’s Ihrine : it was fo big as to fill a balket, 
and to feed the whole convent fif friars for that meal, and they are pretty numerous. 
The brandies of the vines are by confequencle very big, and the trunk or body of 
them is in fome places as thick as* a man’s body ; and no man can incompafs with 
extended arms the heads of them, when they are m foil bloom. 
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OVALLE’s HISTORICAL RELATION OF CHUfe. 

CHAP. IV. — - Of the natural Riches of the Kingdom of Chile ; which are its Mines of 
Gold, and other Metals ; as also of the indujlrious Management of its other Produtl. 

THE riches of Chile are of two forts : firft, thofe which nature has beftowed on it, 
without the help of human induftry ; and, fecondly, thofe which have been produced 
and invented by the inhabitants, to improve and enjoy its fertility. To the firft kind 
belongs its mines of gold, filver, copper, tin, quick-filver, and lead, with which hea- 
ven has enriched it. Of the copper of Chile are made all the great guns for Peru and 
the neighbouring kingdoms, in the garrifons of which there are always ftores, parti- 
cularly on the coafts : all the bells of the churches, and utenfils for families, are of 
this metal ; fo that fince the working of thefe mines, no copper has come from Spain ; 
for the Indies are fufficiently fupplied by them with all they can want. 

There is little lead worked, becaufe there is little ufe of it ; quickfilver lefs, becaufe 
the mines 'are but newly difcovered ; and as they were going to work them, the obfta- 
cle to thofe of Guancabilica in Peru was removed* and fo there was no need of work- 
ing thofe of Chile. Thofe of filver likewife lie unwrought, becaufe the golden mines 
are of lefs charge, .and fo every body has turned their induftry towards them : they are 
fo many, and fo rich, that from the confines of Peru to the extreme!!: parts of this 
kingdom, as far as the ftraights of Magellan, there is no part of the country but they 
difcover them ; which made father Gregory of Leon, in his map of Chile, fay, that 
this country ought rather to have been called a plate of gold, than to go about to 
recMtm up its golden mines, which are innumerable. 

All the authors who have writ of this country, do mightily enlarge upon its riches ; 
aiid the fame is done by all thofe who have navigated the ftraights of Magellan. An- 
tonio de Herrera, in his general hiftory of the Indies, fays, that in all the Weft Indies, 
no gold is fo fine as that of Voldivia in Chile, except the famous mine of Carabaya ; 
and that when thofe mines were firft worked, (which was before {hpfe - Indians who art-* 
now at peace with us were at war,) an Indian among them did ufe to get from thena 
every day 20 or 30 pefos of gcfld, which comes to near 500 reals of plate, and was-a 
wonderful gafh. 

And the already-cited John and Theodore de Brye fay, that when the Nodales pafified 
the ftraights of St. Vincent, otherwife called ftraights of Le Maire, there came fq%e 
Indians from the country called La Tierra del Fuego, who,, exchanged with the Spa- 
niards a of gold of a foot and a half long, and as* broad, for fciffars, knijves, 
rfeedles, and other things of little value ; for they do not value it as we do. Cither 
authors fey, that mod of the gold that was laid up in the Ineas treafure, was brought 
to him from Chile, though having never fubje&ed the Araucanos, he could not I'hrve 
that quantity which this rich country would elfe have afforded. ‘ \ 

But what need I weary myfelf in citations of people abroad, when thofe who f|j V e in 
the country of Ghile, and fee it every day, are the beft teftimony of the great jjLiches 
that the Spaniards have drawn from thefe mines ; which was fo great, that 1 have® heard 
the old men fey, that in their feafts and entertainments, they ufed to put gold-t JJ ] u ft in 
their ,falt-fellers inftead of fait ; and that when they fwept tlje houfe, the feWrvants 
would often find grains of gold in the fweepings, which they would walh out, fc 1 ?j r the 
Indians being the perfons that brought it to their lords, they would often let. ! fome 
fell. * *4 

I have faid before, that it was much more eafy to get gold than filver out i.p r f the 
mines, becaufe this laft cofts much pains ; firft, to dig it from the hard rock, th^n to 
10 beat 
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beat it in the mills to powder, which mills are chargeable, as is alfo the quickfilver, 
neceffarf tobe ufed to make the filver unite, and all the reft of the operations requi- 
fite to refine it j but the advantage of getting gold has no other trouble - in it, than to 
carry the earth in which it is found to the water, and there wafti it in mills on purpofe, 
with a ftream which carries off the earth j and the gold, aS being heavieft, goes tq the 
bottom. 

It is true, that fometimes they follow the gold vein through rocks and hard places, 
where it grows thinner and thinner, until at laft the profit that arifes is very fmall j 
yet they perfift to follow it, in hopes it will grow larger, and end at laft in that which 
they call Bolfa, which is, when coming to a fofter and eafier part of the rock, the vein 
enlarges fo, that one of tHefe hits is enough to enrich a family for all their lives. 
There is now lefs gold found than formerly, by reafon of the war the Spaniards have 
had with the nation of Araucanos ; but ftill fome js found, particularly in Coquimbo, 
where, in the winter, when it rains much, is the great harveft of gold ; for, by the 
rain, the mountains are walhed away, and the gold is eafier to come at. „ There is 
likewife fome gold in the'territories of the Conception ; in which I was told, J>y a cap- 
tain who entered into our fociety, that there was, not above half a league from the 
town, a pond, or ftanding-water, which is .not deeper than half the height of a man ; 
and that when the Indians have nothing to fpend, they fend their wives to this pond ; 
and they going in, feel out with their toes the grains of gold ; and asfoonas they have 
found them, they ftoop and take them up. They do this until they have got to the 
value of two or three pefos of gold ; and then they feek no longer, but go home, and 
do not return for any more as long as that lafts ; for they are not a covetous people, 
but are content to enjoy, without laying up. * 

I brought with me fo Italy one of thefe grains thus found, of a pretty reafonable 
bignefs ; and fending it to Seville to be touched, without either putting it in the fire, 
or ufing «ther proofs, it was allowed to be of twenty-three carats, which is a very re- 
markable thing. • Now the peace is made, and the warlike Indians quiet, the Spaniards 
may* return to fearch For the gold of Valdivia, and other mines thereabouts, which will 
extremely jncreafe the riches of the country. 

As for the ]>rodu& made by the induftry of the inhabitants, it confift# particularly 
in the breed of their cattle of all kinds, as I have obferved above ; fending the tallow, 
hides, and dried jlelh, for Lima ; where, haVing firfl retained the neceffary proportion 
for themfejves, whith is about twenty thoufand quintals of tallow every year for that 
city, and hides accordingly** they diftribute the reft all over Peru : the hides, particu- 
larly, are carried up to Potofi, and all that inland tradl of mines, where moll of their 
clothing comes from Chile ; they are alfo carried to Panama, Carthagena, and the reft 
* of rfhat continent ; fome of this trade expends itfelf likewife to Tucuman and Buenos 
Ayres, and from thence to Brafil. 

Thefecond product is the cordage and tackling, with which all the Ihips of the 
South Seas are furnifhed from Chile j as alfo the match toi; ‘ fire-arms, with which all 
the king’s* garrifons along the coaft are provided from thole parts ; for the hemp, which 
makes the firft material of all thefe provifions, grows no where in the Weft Indies but 
in Chile : there is alfo packthread exported, and other fmaller cordage. 

The third product is mules, which are fent to Potofi, through the aefart of Arcama. 
The fourth *produ& is the cocoa-nuts, which are the fruit of the palm-trees \ and 
do not, indeed, proceed from induftry, but grow wild in the mountains, without any 
cultivation, fo thick, that I have feen feveral leagues of this tree. .Almonds likewife, - 
'and the produft of gardens, which do not grow in Peru, are carried thither with great 

G 2 profit. 
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profit, fo as to be able to fet up a young beginner. When I came to Lima, ! obferyed 
that the annifeed, which had been bought at Chile for two pieUel of eight, ; %asfold 
there for twenty ; and the cummin feed, bought at twenty, was fold for fourfcore ; 
which makes merchants very willing to trade to thofe parts, as hoping to grow rich in 
a fmall time ; and this increafes the riches of Chile, by drawing every day thither men 
with good flocks. The gains made this way are fo considerable, that a man who has 
about forty thoufand crowns to employ in land, flocks, and flaves, to take care of 
them, may every year have a revenue of ten or twelve thoufand crown&, which is a 
gain of twenty-fiv^ per cent, very lawful, and without any trouble to one's confcience, 
or fubje&ion to the dangers of the feas ; for thofe who will run the hazards of that 
element gain much more ; for the merchants, by many commodities, get a hundred, 
and two hundred, nay, three hundred per cent, in a navigation of about three weeks, 
which is the time ufually employed from Chile to Lima, without any fear .of pirates, 
all thofe feas being entirely the king of Spain's, and fo free from thofe robbers. Be- 
fides, it is very feldom that any ftorms are felt in that voyage, or, at leaft, not any that 
endanges the lofs of the fhips. The greatefl danger proceeds from the covetoufnefs of 
the owners and merchants, who trufting to the peaceablenefs of thofe feas, and that 
they fail all the way from Chile to Lima before the wind, they load up to the mid- 
man;, It is no exaggeration ; becaufe I have feen them go out of the port with provi- 
fions for the voyage, and other necefiaries, as high as the ropes that hold the marts ; 
and though the king's officers are prefent to hinder the fhips from being overloaded, 
yet generally they are fo deep in the water, that they are but juft above it ; and with 
all j||efe, there are many goods left behind in the magazines of the port ; for the land 
is for produ&ive of every thing, that the only misfortune of it, is to want a vent for ks 
produdt, which is enough to fupply another Lima, or another^ Potofi, if there were 
one.. 'I 

It is upon this foundation that it is affirmed generally, that no country in alj America 
has a more folid eftablifhment than Chile ; for, in proportion to the increafe of inha- 
bitants in Peru, Xhile muft increafe too in riches, fince it is ablb to fupply any great 
confumptiqn, and yet have enaugh of its own in all the kinds of corn, wine, flefh, oil, 
fait, fruits, pulfe, wool, flax, hides, tallow, chamois, leather, ropes, wood, and tim- 
ber, medicinal remedies, pitch, fifh of all kinds, metals of all forts, and amber. There 
wants filk ; and it is to be wiftied that it' may never get thither, but for ornament to 
"the altars ; for it is already the beggaring of the country, by reafoa of the great ex- 
pence in ricjfcrclothes ; particularly by the women, who are not outdone in‘*this, even 
by the braveft ladies of Madrid, or other parts ; but yet the land is fo proper for filk- 
worms, that if any one carries the feed of them there, I am perfuaded it will take with 
great abundance, the mulberry-trees being there already as full grown,iand in as great 
beauty as in Spain. 

The wax likewife comes from Europe, though there are bees which make both 
honey and wax v Pepper, and other Eaft India fpices, come from abroad, though 
there is a kind of fpice which fupplies the want of them very well ; and the authors 
above cited fay, that in the ftraights of Magellan, there is good cinnamon ; ; and that 
on thofe coafts there grow trees of a moft fragrant imell in their bark, and which have 
g tafte like pepper, but of a more quick favour, as it fhall be made out when we treat 
of that ftraight. „ » 

. In the whole kingdom, the herbage and the filling are in common ; as alfo the hunt- 
ing •, and the woods for fuel and timber; and the fame is pra&ifed as to the fait mines. 

9 inhere * 
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There is no impofition on trade through all the kingdom, every one being free to 
trah^oiff whit goods he pleafes, either within or without the kingdom. * ' 

CHAP. V.—Of the famous Cordillera of Chile . 

THE Cordillera, or high mountains of Chile, are a prodigy of nature, and without 
parallel in the world : it is a chain of high mountains, which run from north to fOuth 
from, the province of Quito, and the new kingdom of Granada, to Chile, above a 
thousand Caftilian leagues, according to Antopjp de Herrera, in his third tome. De- 
cade 5., to which, adding the length of the kingdom of Chile to the ftreifejits of Ma- 
gellan, it will make in all little lefs than .1,500 leagues. The remoteft dm?- of Chile 
is hot above twenty or thirty leagues from the fea. Thefe mountains ard^ffay leagues 
broad ; with many precipices, and intermediate valleys, which are habhp||e till one 
comes to the tropicks, but not beyond them, becaufe of the perpetua|jwows with 
which they are always covered. ' 

Antonio de Herrera, already cited, purs two chains of mountains ; one mu?h lower, 
covered with woods and handfome groves,, becaufe the air is more temperate near it ; 
the other much higher, which, by reafbn of the intenfe cold, has not fo much as a bulh 
on it, the mountains being fo bare, that there is neither plant nor grafs on them ; but 
he fays, that on both thefe forts of mountains there are leveral animals, which, becaufe 
of the Angularity of their kinds, I lhall here defcribe fonie of them. 

One of the moll remarkable is a fpecies of hogs, that have their navel in their 
hack, upon the back-bone ; they go in herds, and each herd has its leader, wife is 
known from them all; becaufe when they march, none dares go before him, all the 
reft follow in great order. No hunter dares fall on thefe herds till he has killed this 
captain, *t>r leader ; for as long as they fee him, they will keep together, and fhew fo 
much courage in their own defence, that they appear invincible ; but as foon as they 
fee ‘him killed, the/ are broke, and run for it, giving up the day, till they chufe 
another captain. 

Their wa/of eating is alfo admirable ; they divide tnemfelves into two bodies ; one 
half of them goes to certain trees which are in a country called Los $uixos, in the 
province of Quito, and are like the cinnamon-trees ; thefe they {hake to bring down 
the flowers, wh*ch» the other half feeds on ; and when they have eat enough, they go 
and relieve the other half <Jf the flock, and make the flowers fall for them ; and fo re- 
turn the fervice to their companions that they have received from them. ’ 

There are many forts of monkeys, which differ mightily in their lhapes, colour, and 
bjgnefs, and #ther properties; fome are merry; fome melancholy and fad; thefe 
whiftle, the others chatter ; fome are nimble, others lazy ; fome cowards, others flout 
and courageous ; but yet when one threatens them, they get away as faft as they can. 
Their food is fruit and birds-eggs, and any game they caff <■ xccn in the mountains : 
they are Very much afraid of water, and if they happen to wet or *dirty themfelves, 
they grow dejected and lad. There are alfo great variety of parrots. 

The wild goats are numerous ; they are called Vicunnas, and have fo fine hair, that 
it feems as foft as filk to the touch ; this is ufed to make the fine hats fo much valued 
in Europe. *There are likewife a fort of Iheep of that country, they call Quanacos, 
which are like camels* but a good^ deal lefs, of wlibfe wool they make waiftcoats, 
which are woven in Peru, and are 'more valued than if they wei;e of filk, for their 
foftnefs, and the fineneis of their cblours. 

the 
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TPhe feme author feys, moreover, that through this chain of mountains there went 
two highways, in which the Ingas (hewed their great power; one of them goes by the 
mountain all paved for nine hundred leagues, From Pofto to Chile : it was five and 
twenty feet broad, and at every four leagues were noble buildings ; and to this day 
there are the places called Tambos, which anfwer our inns, where every thing necef- 
fary’is to be found by travellers ; #hnd that which was* mod admirable, at each half 
league there were couriers and pods, who were defigned for the conveniency of paf- 
fengers, that they might fend their letters and advices where they were rei}uifite. The 
other way, which was alfo of twenty-five feet broad, went by the plain at the foot of 
the mountains, with the fame proportion and beauty of inns and palaces at every four 
leagues, which were inclofed with high walls ; as alfo dreams and rivulets running 
through this way, brought thither by art, for the refrefhment and recreation of 
travellers. 

This is what Antonio de Herrera, and other authors, who treat of the Indies, do 
ted us about this famous Cordillera. Now 1 (hall relate what I myfelf have feen, and 
do know about it. 

And fird, I mud fuppofe, that though thefe two highways run feparate and didinct 
through all Peru and Quito, yet they mud grow nearer each other as they rife higher 
in the mountain ; for when they come to Chile, they are no longer two, but one. 
This is clearly fpund, by experience, in thofe who crofs the Cordillera, to go from 
Chile to Cuyo, as I have done feveral times, that I have paffed this mountain, and 
never could fee this divifion, but always continual and perpetual mountains, which 
ferve for walls and fortifications on each fide to one which rifes in the middle infinitely 
higher than the red, and is that which mod properly is called the Cordillera. I am 
alfo perfuaded, that the two ways above-mentioned came but to the boundaries of 
Chile, and ended in thofe of Peru. I have, indeed, in paffing the ( Cordillera, met 
with great old walls of done on the top of it, which they call the Ingas ; which, they 
fey, were encampments, (though not his, for he never came to Chile)- but of his ge- 
nerals and armies fent to conquer the country ; and it is not impoffibVe but the faid two 
ways might be continued on to thefe buildings ; but it was not pra&icable, that it could 
be with that pgrfedion, as in that part of the mountain contained within foe tropicks ; 
where, becaufe the hills are more tradable, fuch ways might be made as they defcribe ; 
but not in the mountains of Chile, which- a're one upon another fo thick, that it is with 
great difficulty that a fmgle mule can go in the paths of it : and the. CorderiMa grows 
rougher and rougher, the more it draws near the pole, fo that it appears to 'be above 
the compafs of human power to open a way through it, fo curioufly and finely con- 
trived as it is reprefented. It was not neceflary that the Inga (hould ufe fo much art 
and indudry, to make admirable that which is already fo much fo, as thfei mountain is 
in its whole courfe through the kingdom of Chile, as it (hall be (hewed when we dif- 
courfe in particular of its feveral parts and properties. For fird, fuppofing what we 
haveufeid, of its running fifteen hundred leagues in length, and forty in diameter, its 
wonderful height ftiakes it adoniffiing : the afeent is fo prodigious, that we employ three 
or four days in arriving to the top of it, and as many more in the defeent, that is, 
fpeaking properly, and only of the mountain, for otherwife it may be affirmed, that 
one begins to mount even from the fea-fide, becaufe all the way, which is about forty 
leagues , is nothing but an extended (helving coad ; for which reafon the rivers run 
with fuJflfegce, that their dream's are like mill-dreams, efpecially near their heads. 

WfepPpfjcome t<j afeend the highed point of tire mountain, we feel an air fo pier- 
cing sKJ^Stbtile, that it is with much difficulty we call breathe, which obliges us to fetch. 

our 
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our breath quick and ftrong, and to open our mouths wider than ordinary, applying 
to them lifcewife our handkerchiefs to condenfe our breath, and break the extreme cold- 
nets of the air, and fo make it more proportionable to the temperament which the 
heart requires, nbt to be fuffpcated : this I have experienced every time that I have 
pafled this mighty mountain. , » • 

Don Antonio de Herrera fays, that thofe who pafs it in Peru, fuffer great Teachings 
and vomitingg ; , becaufe no one thing produces fo great an alteration at once, as a hid- 
den change of air ; and that of the mountain being fo unproportioned to common re- 
fpiration, produces in thofe who pafs over it thofe admirable and painful effe&s. He 
fays moreover, that thofe who have endeavoured*to dive into the caufes of them, do 
find,, that as that mountain is one of the higheft in the world, the air of it is fo ex- 
tremely fubtile and fine, that it difcompofes the temperament of the animal, as has been 
faid. It is true, that in that part of the Cordillera in Peru, which they call Pariacaca, 
there may be a concurrence of other caufes and difpofition of the climate, to which 
may be attributed fome of thefe effe&s ; for if they were to be attributed only to the 
height of the mountain, we that pafs it in Chile ought to find thofe inconveniftncies as 
much, or more, becaufe the mountain is higheft without cornparifon } and yet 1 never 
endured thofe Teachings or vomitings, nor 'have feen any of thofe motions in others, 
but only the difficulty of breathing, which 1 have mentioned. 

Others experience other effe&s, which I have often heard them relate ; for the ex- 
halations, and other meteors, (which from the earth feem fo high in the air, that fome- 
times we take them for ftars,) are there under the feet of the mules, frighting them, 
and buzzing about their ears. We go through the mountains, treading, as it were, 
ftpon clouds ; fometiines we fee the earth without any oppofition to our fight, and 
when we look up, wa cannot fee the heavens for clouds ; but when we are afcended 
to the higheft of the mountain, we can no longer fee the earth for the clouds below, 
but the heavens are clear and bright, and the fun bright and fhining out, without any 
impediment to hlnder # us from feeing Its light and beauty. 

r fhe Iris, orjpSm-bow, which upon the earth we fee crofting ,ihe heavens, we fee it 
from this beidft extended under our feet ; whereas thofe on the lower parts fee it over 
their heads ; nor is it a lefs wonder, that while we travel over thofe hills Vhich are dry 
and free from wet, we may fee, as I have d^ne often, the clouds difcharge themfelves, 
and overflow the, earth with great force ; and at the fame time that I was contemplat- 
ing, at a qjftance, fempefts^and ftorms falling in the valleys and deep places, as I lifted 
up my eyes to heaven, I cotild not but admire the ferenity over my head, 'there bring 
not fo much as a cloud to be feen, to trouble or difcompofe that beautiful proipe&. 

The fecond thing which makes this mountain admirable, is the prodigious fnow 
which falls updh it in winter, which is fo great, that though thefe mountains are fo 
high and broad, there is no part of them uncovered with fnow, being in many places 
feveral pikes deep. I am not informed how it is in the higheft part of all, which is 
moft properly called the Cordillera, becaufe this being fo very high, that it is thdwght 
to furpafs the middle region of the air, its point alone may perhaps be uncovered ; at 
leaft when I pafled it, which has been fometimes in the beginning of winter, I have not 
feen a crum of fnow ; when a little below, both at the coming up and going down,' it 
was fo thick, as our mules funk in without being able to go forward. 

But that which I have obferved, is, that after a glut of rain, which has lafteii two 
or three days, and the mountain ap*pears clear, (for all the time it rains it is covered 
with clouds,) it seems white from top to bottom, and is a moft beadtiful fight ; for the 
air is fo ferene in thofe parts, that when a ftorm is over, the heavens are fo bright, 

even 
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even In the midft of whiter, that there Is not a cloud to' he feed inthwn for many 
days ; then the fun (Inning ujion that prodigious quantity of (now, and thofe fcoafts 
and white Ihelvings all covered with extended woods, produces a proved, which 
even we that are bom there, and fee it every year, cannot forbear admiring, and draws 
from us praifes to the great Creator for the wonderful hpauty* of his works. 

a 

CHAP. VI. — Of the vulcanoes , and the mines of gold and Jiher of the Cordillera. 

THERE are in this Cordillera, or chain of mountains, fixteen vulcanoes which at 
feveral times have broke out, and caufed effects no lefs admirable than terrible and 
aftonifhing to all the country ; amongft the reft, that which happened in the year 1640 
is worthy to be remembered. It broke out in the enemies country, in the territory of 
the Cacique Aliante, burning with fo much force, that the mountain cleaving in two, 
fent forth pieces of rock all on fire, with fo horrible a noife, that it was heard many 
leagues off, juft like the going off of cannon. In all that territory the women mifear- 
ried for fear, as (hall be related more particularly in its proper place, in the account I 
(hall give of the fubje&ion of all that country to our Catholic king, being moved 
thereunto by this and other prodigies. 

The firft of thefe vulcanoes is called the vulcano of Copiago, and is in about twenty- 
fix degrees altitude of the pole, about the confines of Chile and Peru ; in thirty degrees 
is that of Coquinbo ; in thirty-one and a half that of La Ligua ; in thirty-five that of 
Peteroa ; in thirty-fix and an half that of Chilau ; in thirty-feven and a quarter that 
of Antoco : this is followed by that of Notuco in thirty-eight and a half ; that of 
Villarica is in thirty-nine and three quarters ; near this is another whofe name I know 
not, in forty and a quarter ; and in forty-one is that of Oforno 5 and near that in lefs 
than quarter of a degree, that of Guanahuca ; and in a little more than fort) -two de- 
grees that of Quehucabi ; and laft of all are two more ; one without A name, in forry- 
four ; and that of St. Clement, which is forty-five and a half. V 

Thefe are the known vulcanoes of Chile : we have no knowledge ot others, which 
may be as fat as the Terra del fuego, becaufe till this time our difeoveries have not 
gone fo far ; but there is no doubt but there are fome, as they are to be found before 
one comes to Chile, in the kingdoms of Peru and Quito. Diego Onjonnes de Salvos, 
in the third book and eighteenth chapter of his “Voyage through Ihe whole world, ” 
mentions among the reft, one that is near the fall of the river, in the valley of Cola ; 
it is on a mountain in the form of a fugar-loaf, like that of La Plata in Potofi ; and 
that in winter it throws out fo much fmoke and allies, that it bums up all the grafs 
within two leagues round about it. 

He likewife mentions another in the entrance of the province of Los Quixos, near 
thetown of Mafpa ; and fpeaks of another, which broke out near Quito, in a moun- 
taiircalled the Pinta : and he affirms, that the a(hes fly two leagues and a half from 
the mountain ; and he has feen them lie on the houfes about four feet deep in the 
neareft places to the mountain. 

Laftly*, he tells of that of Ariquipa, which buried the vineyards, and had almoft 
overwhelmed the city. To this day there are feen the effe&s of that defolation, which 
ruined many families, by deftroying their houfes and poffeffions. At the fame time he 
obferves, Jfiat the earthquakes which before were’ frequent, ceafed from that time ; 
and thi5L*#baps may be the reafon why the earthquakes in Chile have always been 
confid&raJnl lefs than thofe of Peru, becaufe Chile has more breathing holes for the 
Vapours tflSexhale by. 
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There is no room for doubting of the immenfe riche6 which thefe mountains mclofe 
in their bowels; for it is a pertain argument, and proof >it, to fee only the mineral riches 
of Chile, which are, ask were, indexes of what may be contained in thofe rocks, as 
the rivers which fertilize the country are a proof of the unexhaufted fountains contain- 
ed in the rocks and precipices. 

I think there may be two caufes afligned, why thefe riches do not manifeft them* 
felves nor appear more : the firft is, that general ftate-reafon, and inviolable maxim 
among the Iifdians, to conceal and not difcover them to any other nation. This they 
obferve fo punctually, that it is among them a capital crime, punilhable with death, to 
break lilence in this matter, which they make facred and indifpenfible ; and if any one 
among them, either out of intereft, negligence, or any other motive of conveniency, 
difcoVers any thing of this kind, his death is infallible, and no power on earth can lave 
him. 

I remember on this fubjeCt, that fome gentlemen having, by prefents, infmuations, 
and flatteries, come to the knowledge of fome treafure by the means of an Indian, and 
prevailed with him at laft to guide them to fome very rich mines in a remote mountain, 
he begged eameftly of them to be fecret, or otherwife he was a dead man, let them 
take never fo much care of him. They promifed him accordingly, and fo they fet out, 
and he brought them through horrid rocks and precipices, where it looked as if never 
man had fet his foot, nor fcarce any living animal. Every day they met with certain 
marks, which the Indian had told them of beforehand : nrft, after fo many days they 
difcovered a red mountain ; and then at a certain diftance from that a black one on the 
left hand ; then a valley, which began from a monftrous high mountain or rock ; then 
at fo many leagues a mountain of chalk. AH which figns the guide went Ihewing them, 
verifying thereby the relation he had given them beforehand, and comforting them up 
to endure the hardlhip, by the hopes of fulfilling at laft their expectation, and feeing 
their labotfr rewarded. 

Their provifions failed them, and they were forced to come back to provide more, 
to ptlrfue their eBflSpnfe. The Indian was always in fear of being difcovered, know- 
ing that he ruyin that no lefs a hazard than that of Iris life. They returned then 
to a town ; arrcl to fecure their Indian from his fright of being difcovered* they locked 
him up in a room very fafe ; but the night before they were to fet out again, without 
ever being able to difcover how it was done^for there was no figns by the door of 
any body’s^oing in*that way,) as they went to call the Indian in the morning, they 
found him ftrangled ; by which means, being deprived of their intent, *md having 
loft the hopes of fatisfying their defire, they returned to their own homes, though 
with a refolution to try again, being encouraged by fo much they had already difcovered. 

* 'fhc other reafon to be afligned for not feeking after thefe mines, is the great plenty 
of every thing neceffary for life ; fo that hunger, w hich is the prompter of covetous 
defires, being wanting, there are few that care to run a hazard, and lofe their con- 
veniences at home, to go through impracticable deferts upon ' ^arch after hidden dfea- 
fure ; particularly finding already fo much in the valleys, Itottoms, rivers, and 
fountains ; nay, even thcle mines in the low countries are not wrought, bccaufe the 
profit of other products is eafier. It is probable that people will increafe ; for every 
day there is a new addition ; and tl^ere then being more confumers, the product of 
the land will fcTe dearer ; and provifions not being lb cheap as now, men will be more 
ingenious and induftrious to feek for.fuftcnance under-ground, by the mines and 
treafures hid there by providence. 

VOL. XIV. 
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Thefe few years laft pad have given beginning to a difcovory of fome golden mines, 
and filver ones, on each fide of the Cordillera : for as I pafied over it once, I 
remember that the fight difcovers a black mountain at a diftance, whofe top Ihines as 
if it were covered with filver ; and it is a common tradition that it .contains it, and 
great treafures befides, in its bowels ; but they are at prefent ufeless, for the reafons 
alledged ; and becaufe one half of the year the mountain is covered with fnow, and 
fo not only uninhabitable, but impenetrable. 

They write me word, that on the fide of the province of Cuyo, they have begun 
to difcover, other very rich mines, which being below the rougheft part of the mountain, 
may be wrought all the year round, and with great conveniency of the miners, and 
other necefl’ary workmen, becaufe carts may come to the very fituation of the mine, 
which is of confideration for the price of the metal. They fpeak of it with great ex- 
pedition, by reafon of the good proofs they have already had in the alfaying of it in 
{mall quantities. 

Befides the mines of gold, and filver, and brafs, and lead, which are worked in 
Coquimbo, and thofe of quickfilver, which have been difeovered within thefe few 
years in Lamache, which is a valley in Chile, 1 do not know of any others of any 
other fort in this Cordillera. I am verily perfuaded there are fome of chryftal ; for, 
confidering the nature of the place, I cannot think there is one any where more proper. 
Being in the valley of Rancagua, I heard one of our nation tell an Indian, that upwards 
in the mountain he had found a great deal of chryftal : he hearing this, out of curi- 
ofity went up to fee what it was ; and I heard him tell, that after having gone over 
feveral rocks, he faw on the top of a precipice a great opening, and that drawing near 
to it, he faw a profound cave, and in the bottom of it a great plank or table of chryftal, 
which appeared to him of the fineft fort ; but wanting help and inftruments to get 
it out, he returned with only this information, and fome little pieces of a chryftal ftone 
which he found on the top. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the- Fountains, Rivers , and Brooks, of the C\"dil/era. 

K. X • 

THAT which contributes not a little to the admiration we have for this great chain 
of mountains, is the vaft number of foflhtains, fprings, brooks, and rivers, which we 
meet with ever and anon, when we go over it : they are fo numerous', that it is a thing 
rather to be 1'een than related, though the travellers reapliut little benefit by the curi- 
ous obfervation of them ; for by them the ways are the mod broken and troublefome 
that it is poffible to imagine : they laft about eight days journey. One mult fuppofe 
too, that the fuininer is pretty well entered ; for in winter they are abfolutely impaflk-' 
ble, and in the fpring not without evident danger of one’s life $ becaufe one travels all 
the way on a path fo narrow, that there is but juft room for a mule’s feet. On one 
fide are prodigious precipices, which have at the bottom a furious and profound river ; 
and on the other hand huge rocks, and fome part of them Handing out fo,Mhat if the 
mule’s loading, (as it often happens, and I have feen it,) touches part of them, it 
throws down the mule headlong, and fends her rolling down till Ihe comes to the river 
at the bottom, which carries her away to the fea. without Hopping, exefept it happen 
fern fome turning of the river to get it on the fhore ; where, though ‘the lading may 
-b^^ivcd, yet not the mule’s life, becaufe it is intpoflible almoft to get her up again. 

In many places} one is forced to light ; and even a man on foot is not very fafe, be- 
caufe fome of the coafts are fo ftraight and flippery, that if frights one to walk on them. 

The 
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The afcents and defcents of the hills are fo deep, that when from below one looks at 
thofe who are above, they look like figures ; and for my part I thought it a temerity, 
if not an inipoffibility, to venture to get up to them. 

The brooks and rivers which crofs the ways every ftep are fo violent, that there is 
no head fo ftrong, but it turn$ to look on their current ; which is fo lwift, that, if it 
comes up to the mule’s faddle, there is no palling without evident danger of one’s life ; 
for thefe dreams coming from on high, have the Itrength of a mill-dream, carrying 
along with them loofe dones, which overturn a loaded mule as it were a chicken ; fo 
that it is necefiary fometimes to day two or three days till the fun does not Ihine ; for 
then thefe brooks are lower, becaufe there is lefs fnow melted : and for this reafon it 
is always bell to pals early in the morning, they having had all the night to run lower. 

ft was necelfary for an allay of the dangers and irkfomenefs of thefe ways, that God 
fhould temper the rigour of the fufferings, by the variety and diverfion which fo many 
waters give in their rife and courfe : fome are to be feen breaking out from almoil an 
imperceptible height, and meeting with no intermediate object, the whole mafs of 
water, which is ufually very great, dilfolves itfelf by the way into fo many drops, 
which make a lovely profpctt, like fo much pearl falling ; ''and being mingled by the 
force of the air, which drives them acrofa one upon the other, it feems a chain hang- 
ing from its firft iffue to the earth ; wflfere, taking another fhape, it becomes a running 
brook, and unites with the current of the chief river which runs in the middle. 

I faw others, which before they got to the earth, divided into two branches, forming 
like a thick Ihower in the midll of the way, or atoms in the fun beams ; but it is irn- 
poflible to paint all the variety of objects produced by thefe feveral motions and com- 
■ portions of dreams and fountains. I cannot leave them without mentioning one called 
the Eyes of Water, .which is very remarkable ; it is in the lad mefa but one, at the 
foot of the mountain. I call it mefa, becaufe providence has, for the relief of travellers, 
difpofech,* at fome leagues didance, little valleys and agreeable plains, which eafe the 
travellers in this mod tedious and long afcent. 

This valley i#**environed with a wall of mod prodigious high rocks ; it may be a 
mile or thereabouts in its diameter, and is all the yean round full of greens, odorife*, 
rous plants and flowers, which make it a picture of paradife : in the midd of it fprings 
up this fountain, or fountains, becaufe the fprings of water are many that rife from 
the ground all gbout, leaping with great forte into the air, which in a little fpace all 
unite, at^l make two great bodies, each of them full of water, as clear as chrydal. 
Thefe two heads begin a *ind of combat a little below, and mingling in. their courfe 
with one another, as if fome ingenious artid had orde-ed it, make a great many turn- 
ings and windings, fometimes far from one another, and fometimes united through the 
Mthole valley, till at the end of it, joining together, they fall into one canal, which 
empties itfelf into the principal river, compofed by many of thefe rivulets. 

One property of all thefe chrydal dreams, is extreme co^lnefs, which they never lofe, 
no, not when the fun fhines out mod in the heat of the day ; it is fuch, that no body 
can drink half a cup-full of it without reding, or taking breath ; and though all thefe 
fprings have this quality, yet none in fo intenfe a degree as this fountain of Los Ojos 
de Aqua ; of which, though the weather be never fo hot, it is not poflible to drink 
above two or three fups ; and one can hardly endure to hold the water in one’s hand 
above a minute. \ 

Behind one of thofe high mountains, which is to the ead of this fountain, there is 
a great lake or pond, fo deep and clear, that it appears as if it Vere of azure; and 
there ss a tradition, that the lad of the Ingas, kings of Peru, caufed vad quantities 
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of treafi&re to Ipthrowit into it, when he law that he could not redeem hko&lf, nor 
firm Ms life by them ; though it feems hard to believe they fhould go fo fet* to do 
» thing they might have executed thttch nearer home. The waters of this lake have 
fto'Mhe, being environed on ah Tides with very high rocks, and therefore it is thought 
that ir comes undpr-ground to thole fountains called th/e Ojos de Aqua, and empties 
kfetf by them. 

I canifotpafs over in filence another fountain which is at the foot of the Cordil- 
'■ "" ' 4t ““ A * * 'e towards Cuyo. There is a river called the Rio de Mendotra, 

am theeaft, not inferior to that of Aconcaqua in Chile, which 
die South Sea. Into thefe two rivers are emptied moft of the 
mountain ; that of Mendoca meeting in its way with a chalky 
he through, and leaves a bridge broad enough for three or four 
Voder this bridge is a great table of rock, over which run five dif- 
ar, proceeding from fo many fountains ; which water is extiemely 
■ many difteinpers, The ftones over which it runs are of a green 
“ *t of this bridge furpafits in beauty all that human heart can 
g down from it feveraf ificles, in fhape of flowers, and pen- 

for the hU«0dity'whi^ penetrates fiom above, makes itcon- 

t of diamonds, and other figures, which adorn this vault; through which 
_ i, perpetually a quantity, of great drops; as Mg as peafe fome, and others as big as 

S rihim'tiggBi Which, ^ falling upon the ftone table 1 have mentioned, are turned into 
ones of fmmral fhapes and colours, of no final! Value. 

Tfeerep afiOthri? bridgtWt the other fide, called'the Inga’s Bridge, cither becaufe he 
caofed k W be $>pilt,‘ or becaufe (as is moft probable) his generals wA*e the firft di(- ' 
fit, 4na pafled over it ; for it is not poffible that any human art could make 
rapnpt as, has been brought to pals by the Author of nature in this pLcc. 
|e is formed by a moft prodigious high rock, which is cloven in 'two, as 
lean la wed down, only covered on the top ; it is hollow to the very river. 
„ ,, large and rapid* and yetthenoife of it is no more heard 'Ow. the top, than 

t it Were a littlf brook ; which is a ftrong argbment of the great dift^nce there n 
twe$a the tig and bottom of ,the mountain ; for the opening not being above eight 
feet over, k beptg «afy to leap from one fide to the other, it would be thought, that 
a great flyer bring fo ftraightened as to go through it, fhould make a .very great noih 
in priSbff fhri 1 a Height place with fo much force ; and if the no lie does pot reach 
the ear, it is becaufe of the great diftance. I myfelf havk gone to the fide of this 
bridge, and looked dpvyn, (though with great, horror, for it ftrikes a fiiivering into 
one, to contemplate u*h a depth, than which I have not feen a more terrible one ;) 

I not paly 'did nor he*r any noife, but that great river appeared a Ettte brook, hardly 
to be difeemed. ‘ 

Thefe at# the laments for the eye in palling this part of the Cordillera. As 
for the many ridif fi whpfe bSfiy be met with in fo vaft an extent, who can relate them ? 

I befieye ftimsop;’ who know much more than what I have here deferibed, 
which is ofdy,^p|?'f ImO foen ; hut from fo little it is eafy to infer more ; for if only 
rim dp of two ilier# WaVe afforded fuch matter of admiration, what may not be pro- 
duced In the birth and courfie of lo raanv others, as we fhall deferibe in the fol- 
lowing chapter ? 
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CHAP. VIII. — Of the vajl number of Rivers which take their Rife in this Mountain , and 

empty them/elves into the Sea. 

THE great Author of nature has founded the beft part of the beauty and fecundity 
of the fields of Chile in this range of mountains called the Cordillera, in which, as in a 
bank that can never break, he has depofited its treafure and riches, by alluring the 
annual tribute of fo many brooks and ample rivers which are to fertilize the earth ; for 
neither can the country maintain its fertility without fuch moifture, nor fitch a moifture 
maintain itfelf all the year without fuch quantities of fnow, as are laid ..up in the deep 
hollows of it m the winter, to feed in the fummer the many rifdi&Jhat .are derived 
from it., v- , 

Who can demonftrate the number of them at their rife r But | 
prodigious . quantity fupplies themijjfor thot^it^ 

a are impenetrate,, yet k» efiejSr 

befides ^.#pad^^^httisend>le rivers whichLrup $0 the 
into the north fea, and Applying prodigious lakes in j&p province i 
run to the weft, and enter foe South-Sea, (ifotreckopin^ . . 

of Magellan, and the Tierra del Fuegp,) are aboye|»i^, which in ay 
by four apiece more which they repave, and fo make t\yo ,hundred ; 
the fca fb full and deep, that feme Of them , hay^?fe|tea|^SHEh- for ill 
the galloons and foips of great burden i H&ch is admirt 

courfe is fo fhort, the moft extended of them not > |p^a; 

• The firft river of this kingdom, beginning 

25th degree of latitude, is the river called the Salt jfoe 

Cordillera, running through a deep valley : its waters i;inp T |b be 

drank; and when fometimes horfes, deceived by to 

drink of them, they are turned into fait by the heat of: fop fiitt, "footer foe bptwpS fosm 
of pearl, they to, petrify by foe tail. ’ 

The next tj this Vfoe^fver of Copiapo, in 26 degrees }■■ hr le&gfclNifoin 
ealt to weA, ahd makes k pay at its entrap* into the feai- n. ^taa^ioor 
for fhips. In a8 degrees foe river of Guafcp does the feme,, a$ 4 - to**#.® poft- 

Afteir^|;^dpie -the riw-,pf ; CoauimbQ,*ift 36 'bay, 

adomeAliflW* &>** wifo frem and beautiful myrtles, and, efogr 
within ^fojNis fiU'Jg^.'tm^'and v ,make a. noble and jdeai^'gifi^^^ 


ail the contrivancrillf art. Therp ane fifoed in this 
many (am 'of 'and. great ,v< 

.to -miiifaSfa of Tongoy aiudtv; 

and a hsfa-ekft j and m#k 'fo' ; 3V;4eKnfos.fh e river of 
Upon t^ : «oaft there ® found a fort of pfe|icate fteu-t^wfipcftl 
IVt ween the one and thirtieth degree* add foe two 
toma enter 'the. fea} : ^.i^''^^uf.^t^^-for^'|ii' ' A: 

which WMji ^iatjd^^wbich comes dotfo, agt'we have laid; 
lera. deep driver ; • and though \ „■ 

Curimb^1»^focagua, Quilota, and Conam, which’ being culttvsr 
produ£ts, pardcularly wheat, flax, Wmp, &c. and by confequence well watered, yet 
this river arrives at the fea as full and deep as if they had not drained it by the way to 
fertilize their fields. 


.... . ^V-i. .-V. 



Waif! 


About 



54 


ovalle’s historical relation of chile. 


About thirty-three and a half, follows the famous river Maypo, which I cannot tell 
whether it be more famous for its good qualities, or for the danger and difficulty pf 
pafling it ; many have been drowned in it, and every day mifcarrying by it. It is of 
fo rapid a current, and fometimes fwells fo high, that no bridge can refill its fury, but 
it is .carried awafy by it ; for which reafon, at this day it has no other but one of many 
cables joined together, and lying a-crofs from one fide to the other. Its waters are 
ordinarily thick ; and it enters the fea with fo much force, that it makes its way in it 
diftinflt for a good while ; its waters are perfectly known from thofe of *the fea by a 
circle they make ; they are befides very cold, and yet it quenches third but ill, for it is 
braekilhj’ Which makes the flelh of the Iheep which feed near it, to be excellent in talle. 
There are fifeed here alfo moll excellent filh, particularly trouts, efteemed all over the 
country. 

There fells into this river, among others, that of St. Jago, otherwife called the river 
of Mapocho, which is divided into feveral ftreams, to water the diftrift of that city; 
and it does it fometimes more than we could wife, when it overflows. Not far from 
the city, *it hides itfelf under-ground, leaving a bridge of two or three leagues over it, 
while it maintains a filent courfe underneath ; at the end of this fpace it comes out in 
bubbles among a grove of cherry trees, with its waters as clear and purified as chryftal ; 
fo that though it feems to hide itfelf, and die, it is only to fpring up again more 
beautiful and ftately, being of a ftronger current, before’ it is again fpread and diffufed 
to fertilize the fields. At this place of its fecond birth, there Hands an ancient and 
illuftrious convent of St. Francis, which, becaufe it is within fight of a vaft foreft of 
trees, is called St. Francis of the Mountain, in which there have been, from time to 
time, molt holy men of the firft founders in that province, and who irnploy themlelves 
in the worfeip of God, and help of their neighbours, with great zeal and reputation 
of their order. 

The river of Poangue, which falls likewife into Maypo, runs alfo many leagues 
under-ground : this cannot rife with more advantages than at its firft fountain ; for 
its waters are, at the very fource, fo clear, delicate and fweet, \h£iMhey cannot be 
mended ; it has not its original like all the reft, from fnow-water, buSkfrom minerals 
of gold, through whofe veins it makes its way, as if it had an aqucduft orthat precious 
metal : its courfe is bordered on each fide with moft beautiful trees, which contribute 
to make its waters wholefome : they are fexleed of themfelves a remedy ; for they help 
digeftion fo vifibly, that if any one has exceeded and eat more than* his ftomach can 
well embrace, one draught of this water will relieve hintffo thatfee feall tfe hungry 
again in a little time. Neither is it ufelefs under-ground ; fowPbile it is there, it 
communicates itfelf to the whole valley by fubterranean conduits: the effect of which 
is vifible ; for though in the fummer it does not rain a drop, and the valley has no 
other watering, yet it brings as feafonable a crop, and as relifeing fruit, as any other 
that has the help of rain ana other irrigations ; neither have I feen any where larger or 
more delicious melons, nor more abounding and well-grown maize, than in this 
valley. * • 

There are two other rivers which fall into Maypo, which are called De Colina and 
Lampa ; which, uniting together about ten or twelve leagues from their firft rife, make 
the famous lake of Cudaguel fo profound and deen, that great feips might fwim in it : 
this lake is about two leagues long, all bordered with delicate willow trees, and other 
greens, which keep their frefenefs and greennefs the year round ; and, that nothing 
paay be wanting to # its agreeablenefs, it is full of excellent trouts and Vagres, which 
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fomedme# are fo plentiful, that they are eafily cached ; and this ufes^^e one of the 
gteirtjeft dkerfions of the citizens of th$ city ofiS^ JagO, T^hfrft a*t»^«t^er lakes, as 
thofe of Aculco, which empty themfely4s intp'j0jfc ri^ of jviaypo, pa contrary 
fide to that of the clear fiver : there are alfo bred in it fraelt® of above a, foot jlag ; 
the very name in Spaniih declaring their excellency, ij^ftgnifying a ro,^i} fiflt;, fome 
years there is fuch plenty of them, that the whole city may ke^C'j^t" with, them 
alone, without buying any other filh from the lea; which, though yjpt 

it never attaifts to the delicacy of the river-filh, which is fo is 

ufed to be given to the fiefe and convalefcent. • A 

After Maypo, is the river of Rapel, not at all inferior to. the.pt^^^ ^p fcji^fea 
about the 34 th degree, and as many minutes ; about four of. "the 
two* famous rivers of Cachapoal and Tinguiritica join together, app^^"J|9f|^B''in debt 
to mankind for the many people they have fwallowed, than Among 

others which increafe their rapid current, are the rivers Mallua and. Ch^mbaronigo : 
on the banks of this the order of the Redemption has a convent, for 'the in%^Qtion 
and edification of all that country. The Jefuits have alfo a novhja^ who hSfc for 
neighbours a monaftery of St. Dominick. The lands thereabouts arfe !extjrenie feft||e, 
have excellent paftures for the ftittening.of cattle, and are much valued all o^.Jh*. 
country. In thirty -four degrees and three quarters is the river Delora,' which ratjl iyes 
thofe of Teno, Peterroa, ancf Metaquito, whofe ftream is fo rapid, that, manyjjpyhin 
it. Thefe rivers water moil rich lands, and a delicious country for the breeding and 
feeding of all forts of cattle ; and indeed' there is not a foot of ground unemployed 
in them. 

The great Maule appears at thirty-five degrees ; and it* makes the limits of the 
archbilhoprick and jurifdiftion of the city of St.Jago: all that was inclofed between 
this and Rapel, Cacnapoal, and Tinguiritica, was called by the natural Indians, Pro- 
mocaesf’that is, a place of dancing and delight, to exprefs the pleafantnefs of that 
country. They were not out in this cha rafter at all : I remember once, that travelling 
in ‘this counti^-'Vhen I came to a farm of any Spaniard, he would entertain me with 
nothing but jjfte praifes of it, and that with fo many particulars, that I could not imagine 
it could be 'out-done by any in the world ; but when I came to another farm, the 
matter of it would relate to me fuch admirable properties of bis, that the firft feemed 
but ordinary to me. Thus I found everyone fo in love with the fpot he lived on, 
that I cquld no! but admire the whole, and have a great idea of the excellency and 
temperament of this lan<£f as well as of its provifions. .. Partridge are abounding, and 
all manner of game ; and as for filh, there are fuch quantities of fmelts and trouts, 
that they take them when they will, being as fure almoft to catch them, as if they had 
them in ponds at home. I have heard them often lay, that when they, were fat down 
to table, if any one longed for a freih trout, they had no more to do, t|wui to fend and 
catch one, which they would have ready drefled beforq they rife frqnputla# table. The 
river Maule receives the clear river, and that of CauqiwM , and tlfoifoh it be 43 deep 
again a5 either of them, yet it is lefs dangerous for pafiengers, atii|pfe'Wer .people are 
drowned in it ; becaufe near the fea, by the yard for building of (hips, it fpreads itfelf, 
and makes a large paflage, where the king has a ferry for the convenience of paffengers. 
The Auftin friars have alfo a convent here,' and take care of the Spaniards, and their 
black and Indian fervants, who jieople all the banks of this river, and are numerous, 
living in feparafe farms all along\he country : thefe they call Eftancias. 

Now we enter the jurifdiftion of the city of the Conception^ where the governor 
refides; and there is a garrifon of the militia. The bifhoprick of the city of Imperial 

begins 
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begins alfo at this river, which has for next and immediate neighbour the peaceable 
and noble river of Itata* three times as large, and as deep as the Maule, and enters 
the fea at about thirty-fix degrees ; its courfe is among rocks, and fo is lefs ufeful to 
the land, becaofe it Cannot water it : they pafs it upon rafts, and there are alfo fords 
in feme places. About the middle of its courfe, the furious torrent called Nuble 
joins it t this waihes the walls of the city of St. Bartholomew of Chilian, an antient 
garrifon of the Spaniards, and a Angular proof of their bravery and fidelity. 

Immediately next to this river is the fpacious and agreeable bay of thfe Conception, 
intojpriiich. the flow and filent river of Andalien empties itfelf at thirty-fix degrees and 
three quarters. There is another fmall river which paffes through the middle of the 
city, having firft precipitated itfelf from a high rock, and affording matter to the 
induftry of the inhabitants, for all forts of water-works among pleafant groves of 
laurels, ‘ atld myrtles, and other odoriferous plants which adorn its banks; and as it 
falls from fo high, it invites the induftrious planters to contrive mills for the fuftenance 
of the city ; of which there are already a great many. 

Two leagues further from this bay, in the thirty-feventh degree, the fo much 
celebrated Biobio enters the fea. It is the moft powerful river of all Chile : it has 
at its entrance two or three miles in breadth, more or lefs, according as it fwells or 
fhrinks, which is a great deal, confidering its fhort courfe : but that is not the chief 
thing which makes it famous, and deferve fo much praile ; it is its wholefome waters; 
For (befides the particular excellence they may acquire, by palling through veins of 
gold, which neverthelefs many other rivers of this country have too,) it has a lingular 
advantage, by a fmall river which falls into it ; which river, taking its rife and courfe 
among Sarzaparilla roots, communicates to the other its virtue and good qualities, and - 
makes it a cure for many infirmities. There is a tradition, that at the fource of this 
river there were moll rich mines, worked before ever the Spaniards came into thefe 
parts. Upon this information, Don Alonfo de Sottomayor, prefident of the*country, 
lent a band of foldiers to view them, as they did ; though as they came back, they 
were laid wait for by the Indians, our enemies, and had a fmart engagement with them, 
and had much ado to efcape with their lives. This Indian people do always as much 
as they can to Jiide from the Europeans the treafures and riches of their country, as it 
has been faid already. 

This river is the bounds which divides *the Spaniards and our Indian friends from 
the Indian enemies : in winter the river overflows fo, that all the fonds'are unpaffable ; 
and fo the foldiers may take fome repofe ’till the fpring,Ttt which time tlfey are to 
begin their inroads again. The enemy on his fide has no garrifon, nor place of 
ftrength ; for they truft to their mountains, to which they can retire at any time : but 
the Spaniards have many garrifons all along the river, with which they bridle anji 
keep in awe the potent rage of their proud enemy, who alone has given them more 
trouble than all the ' reft of America. 

Their chief forts, befides the cities of the Conception and Chilian, are thofe of 
Arauco and St. Philip, in which there are generally about fixteen hundred* natural 
Spaniards, befides the Indian allies, who -are numerous, 'lhe firlt of thefe is upon the 
fea-fide, and the other nearer the Cordillera. There are others between on each fide 
of thF merriffid Jpin.e-pretty far into the enemy’s country. I can name nine of thefe 
forts ; which are, that of St. Angol, of the Nativity, of St. Anne, of St. Rofendo, of 
Good Hope, of Talmacahuida, of St. Peter, of Colqfita, and that of Levo. Thefe are 
all provided with great guns, and a fufficient number of foldiers ; and at fuch propor- 
tionable diftances from each other, that they can loon receive notice of what is 

l 2 neceffary 
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ne cefl jtTy.lP' be known from the fcritto Jait by the cannpn-ih©t, according as it may 
h^ jbeen ojncerted beforehand. 

TJ*e company qf Jefus has -here , two rdfidences, one in Arauco, and the other in;, the 
fp&fqf Good ’Hope; from whence theyalfo make their, attempts,, not* againft the 
bodies, but to fave the fouls of their enemies, engaging with hell itfelf, and obtaining 
over k daily and glorious victories, as it fhall be told in its propdfc place ; fpr now we 
mult follow the defcription already begun of the rivers of Chile. • . . , / : 

After Biobio follow four others much inferior to it : they are the rivers of Colc^ra, 
Araiuco, Lavapie, and Levo, which empties itfelf near the thirty-eighth degreesjc.and’ a 
little further, that of Ralemo, which a little from its fource is called J^ypo,^ hear 
thirty mine degrees. The pleafant and peaceful river of the Imperjjfa^pflers ■ the fea, 
having firft incorporated with its dream, the river called the Ladies JpvKfi fcjeeatlfe of 
the delicacy of its waters and quiet current. More above, near its iMpf' it receives 
the two rivers of Curarava and Eyow, which, before .they meet to river Im- 

perial, form the much celebrated lake of Puren, a molt unconquerable fortrefe of the 
Indians, who are more fecure in it, than the Spaniards in any of theirs. 

About half a degree beyond the river Cauren, which is the fame as the Imperial, 
the river Tolten pays its tribute to the fea, and is deep enough for great (hips. - About 
eight leagues further, the river Queule does the Cime ; which, though fmall, yet re- 
ceives barks in it, and is about nine leagues upon a north and fouth line from the famous 
river of Valdivia. 


CHAP. IX . — Of the famous Port and River of Valdivia. 

• ». 

THE riv$r and port of Valdivia, never enough commended by foreign writers, and 
no lefs admired by. thofe who have feen it, had its name from Pedro de Valdivia, firft 
governor and conquerer of Chile. It is, as it were, in the centre of the whole 
kingdom, at almift” forty degrees latitude fouth-weft from Seville in Spain ; upon a 
plain map one tllouiand nine -hundred and feventy league's, meafured by the heavens. 
The fun is five hours, and a third part of an hour, in going from the meridian of 
Seville to, the meridian of Valdivia ; fo that when it is noon at Seville, it is in Valdivia 
fix o'clock 'and forty jninutes in the morning. Its longed day is of fourteen hours, or 
thereabout^* v * U 

Thisriverhas its opening *to the north; and becaufe of the depth of its waters, 
great (hips .can go up to the very city, which is two or three leagues from the fea : 
avhen they are there, they can lie fo near the Ihore, as with a plank to gb in and out, 
and take in and unload their cargo, without the help of boats. There is .jaft over- 
againft the city, a fine ifland, called the Iiland of Conftantine, with two little ones, 
one before, and the other behind the iiland. The river is navig .ole on hbth fides the 
iiland ; but*becaufe the fouth branch has more depth, the great ftup8*«ome in that 
way, , and thie lgflerby the north branch. 

. ,**# . P°®ts of land, like rocks,, which mark the entrance of this 

to the north, and is called Bqnifacio’s Hill ; the fouth is leffer, 
and is ^m^ilo's Hill. When'oqe is entered feme way up the river, there is 
another ftraighter paiTace, which is tl\& key of the port, or rather ports, becaufe there 
are nuny harbours witmn. This entrance has alfo two hills, which (feme fo near each 
other, that I have heard a captain, who was font to found the riyer, relate, that in the 
middle he was within mulket-ihot of either hill ; the fouth one is called Morro de los 
vol. xrv. 1 Man$anos, 
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Manymo s, and the oppofite Morro de Niera ; io that, according to this accoufftythere 
might be an iron chain laid from the one to the otjier, with which, and two fortsraifed 
on each fide, t the entrance would be made impenetrable. ; 

v As foon as this, ftraight is palled, there is on the fouth fide a noble port ; for though 
all the river may be called fo, for the quietnefs of its water, yet this is more advahta- 
geoufly fituated, by being covered with the mountains of the land : it is called the port 
of the Corral : it forms a bay capable of receiving great fleets. When you have paffed 
fetus portj there appears the firft filand ; between which and the land on the fouth fide, 
them ate many lhaals and fands ; wherefore the (hips take the north fide, and go be- 
tween this ifland and the great one ; and then follow their courfe up to the city, by the 
channel of the, great ifland. The leffer veflels may keep the other fide of the ifland. 

Befides all,thefe good qualities, this port has other advantages from the land, by the 
fertility of the country, which produces corn and fruits of all kinds, except grapes, 
which do not ripen here fo well as in other parts of Chile, from which wine is brought 
to thefo parts : but it has great* plenty of beef and mutton, fowls and venifon. It has 
alfo wood for the building of lhipping ; and that which is above all, it has the richeft 
mines of the fineft gold in Chile ; and in all America there is none comes up to it, but 
the gold of Carabaya. 

This is the account of Antonio dtplerrera. He adds, that there was an Indian, who 
had every day a revenue of twenty-five or thirty pefos of gold ; which being obferved 
by the governor Valdivia, he fent the Adelantado Hyeronimo de Alderate to Spain, to 
inform His Catholick Majefty of the great riches of the kingdom of Cl tile, that His 
Majefty might make the more efteem of it ; and to invite foreigners to come and people 
the country, and help him to conquer it, he fent fome Spaniards by land, whole ftir- 
rups, breaft-plates, and all that ufed to be iron about a horfe, were of fine gold ; and 
that, not fatisfied with this, he had refolved to go in perlon, to inform His Majefty, 
and obtain from him the confirmation of his govqgament : to which end h'<* employed 
twenty thoufand Indians to bring him gold, defigriing to embark ajid fail through the 
ftraights of Magellan, if death had not prevented him. 

This city e was founded by * the governor Valdivia, in the year 155V, upon a high 
riling, but plain fide of a hill, and above the reft of the country. 

The famous Indian lady Recloma was wery inftrumental in helping towards its con- 
queft and foundation. The ftory was thus : the Spanifh forces were come to this river, 
conquering the country all the way before them ; but here the Indians not bring wil- 
ling fo let foreignerl fettle in their country, took up arms, and making the .river i'erve 
for their defence, hindered the progrefs of Valdivia, and gave him great trouble. But 
he being a man of great courage, was not daunted by this refiftance, bat endeavoured 
to, pafs the river to engage the enemy. 

Upon this occafion, this brave Indian lady, either infpired by Heaven, or touched 
by compaflion of fo much blood as muft be fhed on both fides in the recounter, offered 
the governor, that Ihe alone would gain him the victory, without any other force,, 'than 
that of her eloquence and courageous mind. ‘ “ Stay here,” find .Ihe, “ and gp no 
farther; for I will put all this province into thy hands, and ‘wiUmake' thee this day 
lord pf. all* that thy eyes can difcover. Stay for my return here, ' andvdo tfot’ fuffer any 
of thy foldiers to pals om a ftep further.” Th£ governor promifed fo 
upon his word, and promife of good treatment kd the fodian|^who fllbuld .JSbiait to 
his C}qd and»hls *king, (he threw herfelf? into the water, and, ilnthe prefeh of them 
all, fwamthe i^ver. When ihe was. ; gritehil of 

the Indians*, to whom (he delivered her .meffitge with ,fb nwu&b df^loqufence, 

12 that 
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that jthey |pbmitted # tp her reafons, and prpmifed to accept of what terms ihould be 
giyett'therh. With this fhe famous ftecfoma returtied to the Spaniards, fihgtag vi&oty, 
kyitig at their feet the richeft prize they could with ; and fuch a one, is aftat much 
tiipe, expence, aadbloodlhed in the conqueft of it, they would have thought them- 
fel'yes well paid to he mailers of fuch a country, whofe golden mines they prefeptly 
began to work: by which means the city increafed fo fail, that if the devil had not 
troubled the peace, and caufed the rebellion of the Indians, ivhich ruined it, it had 
been -one of the firft and beil cities of the Indies. 

The Hollanders, our enemies, are well informed of the 'nature of the country, and 
the excellency of the port, and do all they can to get poffeffion of it ; but ourfjaviour, 
who, by his grace, has hitherto preferred thofe countries free from herefy and its cor- 
ruption, will not permit that this Hydra of Hell fhall infe£t that air with its venomous 
breath, nor bread a contagion in the purity of its faith, which is propagated fo> fincere 
and true in the hearts of thofe new Chriftians. 

This has been proved by the fuccefs of a fleet of theirs in the year 1643, when thefe 
rebellious pirates paffed the ftraights of Magellan, with a defign to fettle at Valdivia ; 
for though in effeQ: they did people the place, having firft pafled by the iflands of 
Chiloe, where our company has fo many glorious millions, in which they threw down 
the altars and the croffes, and committed other enormities proper to their <impiety and 
obftinacy, yet at laft they came oflf no laughers, but had reafon to lament rather. The 
fame befell another of their generals, called Antonio Sivaftro, many of his fleet being 
taken prifoners, and thirty of them hung up by the feet, as is related by their own 
authors, John and Theodore de Brye. 

* But in this fecond occafion, they , paid yet more feverely for their attempt ; for in 
the very fame ifland wpere they had committed all thefe diforders, God . took the life 
of the general, puniftung his unhappy foul with the due chaftifement of fuch an un- 
dertaking.** They loft the fhip which carried their provifions, their amr minjfinn, thirty 
pieces of artillery,' all {he brick and lime, and other materials for building three forts, 
which they had orders to raife in the river of Valdivia, and on the ifland of Conftan-' 
tine in that river ; and having afterwards got to Valdivia, and begun to people, their . 
new general, whofe name was Elvis Aramans, was forced to Ihut up all his people in 
the ifland of Conftantine, becaufe they run from him continually, and forfook him ; 
befides the prifoners made in the iflands of tfiiloe, and others deftroyed by us, and 
the warlike. JndianS. • 

Iq ihort, God having efpoufed this caufe as his own, they yyere tormented with 
hunger j and before the Spaniards, who were on their way, could' come up to them, 
their own difeafes and Ioffes obliged them to weigh anchor, and be gone. This was 
'their yifeft courfe ; for if they had ftaid till the fleet from Peru had come up to them, 
and the land forces from Chile had attacked them, they had not got off fo well ; for 
the;Marquis of Manfera being fo good a foldier himfelf, and .fo zealous for God and 
his king, immediately, upon the firft news of their arrival, h;.J fet out fo n fail, which ' 
he provided with .powder and. ammunition, and difpatched them to give advice along 
thecoaft *, thep Ke prepared a navy, which was to be of 16 galloons and ihips, and 
4000 Spaniards* refoiving to go in perfon, or at leaft to fend his fon. 

The jrovernor G f Chile, the Marquis of Baydes, with his accuftomed vigilancy and 
readinels iR ^HigB,, \|ftere tho fervice.of God and the king are concerned, and as a 
captain ofthai.valour and experience, which he Ihewed m Flanders, was ready to 
enter by land* afterhaving provided all the ports of the kingdom with the army kept 
on foot by His Rlajwy } To,that tf the Hollander had had yet more force than he ha4 f 
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bang fo hard preffed both by fea and land, he muft dither hare refmqufthed the port, 
qF ^erifhed there for ever. \ 

It has been feen on this occafion, that one man is as good as many in the defence 
-of the caufe of God and their country, againft any invader whatfoever, every one de- 
fpifing all dangers on fuch an account ; but particularly Colonel de. Villa N ueva Sobefal 
fignalized himfelf at this time ; for being general of the kingdom, and governor of the 
Country of Arauco, he ventured himlelf in a fmall bark in the midft of winter, to 
folicit at Lima the neceffary fuccours, and affift the viceroy for a more quick difpatch 
dF all things. „ 

: He took with him father Domingo Lazaro, of the company of Jefus, that he might 
inform him as an eye-witnefs of all that had paffed, he being at that time employed in 
Ghiloe in the apoftolical millions, when the Hollanders landed : he, neverthelefsj with 
updaunted courage, embarked in the midft of the winter in a tempfcftuous fea, as it is 
at that time ; and without apprehenfion of all thofe dangers, and of being made a 
prifoner by the Hollanders, who lay in his way, and could fcarce be avoided, he ar- 
rived at the city of the Conception, where he gave an account of all that had hap- 
pened ; by which means the country was immediately prepared, and in arms for their 
defence. 

There is Another a&ion which ought not to be concealed, as well becaufe it Ihews 
the great prudence of the Marquis de Baydes, as the outrage of 20 Spanilh foldiers. 
It being uncertain whether the enemy were ftill at Valdivia, or whether he had aban- 
doned it, they offered to go in a boat up the river, as they did by the governor’s com- 
mand ; and without being terrified by the manifeft danger they expofed themfelves to, 
they went as high as the town ; and having difcovered the ill condition of the enemy , 
and his defign of leaving the place, they returned with that advice. This moved the 
general not to attack them, as was at firft refolved ; but it did not hinder his intention of 
peopling the place, (as I believe was done by laft fummer ;) for 1 have advice tfrpm Pana- 
ma, that there is a garrifon of 600 Spaniards left there ; to which our Indian friends being 
joined, and the coaft Indians alfo, that poft will be henceforth inexpugnable, arid by 
it the South Sea will be fee u red ; for it being already fo dangerous to fail through the 
ftraights, and fo eafy for us who are at home to defend this poft of Valdivia, and hav- 
ing all the land our friends, we receive fuccours both from the Spaniards and Indians, 
who are fo friendly, that their caciques Tent to offer their afliftance of their own ac- 
cord againft the Hollanders ; I fay it will be very hard henceforward for any one to give 
us any difturbance. 

CHAP. X. — *A Continuation of the Dcfcription of the Rivers of Chile , and particularly 
thofe which run to the Eajl ; and of the Difference between the one and the other /tie of 
the great Cordillera. 

THE river next to that of Valdivia is that which is called Chalbin ; it is 1 deep, and 
capable of great veffels. From this river, to a place called the Punta de Galera, it is 
about two leagues ; and from this to Rio Bueno feven } into which fall five rivers more, 
and one which is beyond the bounds of Valdivia. . • «* > 

After this is the Rio Chico, which comes from, a lake at the fopt of Jhe Cordillera ; 
m which lake are baths to cure leprofy and other infirmities. Next to this is the Rio 
de la Ballena, (which is clofe to the cape of that name, fo called becaufe of a wjiaje of 
prodigious bigiaefs, which died upon that coaft. After, this, you co*ne to the AjfcHi- 

pelago 
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pejago of ifiands, into Which falls the river called De los Rabudos, becaufe of an 
Indian nation of that name, fo called, becaufe it is faid they are born 1 with tails, as 
father Gregory of Leon describes them in his map. More on to the fouth is the river 
De los Coronadbs, named fo by the company of a fhip which put in there on the day 
of the Forty Martyrs fo called. . • 

After thefe there are many rivers all along the coaft ; the firft is called De la Efpe- 
ronfa, or of, Hope, becaufe of the wilhes, that one day the light of the Gofpel may 
reach to thofe parts by means of the minifters of it. 'J’he fecond is called Rio fin 
Fundo, or the river without a bottom, becaufe of the great depth of it. The third 
is galled the Gallegos, from a Spaniard of that name who failed along thofe coafts, 
and* like another Icarus, gave his name to one of them, by being drowned in the fea 
by it, at a cape which has the fame name. Then follow the rivers De los Martyres, 
andT)e los Apoftolos ; and immediately after them two others. The firft has no nspne, 
the fecond is called De los Gigantes, or of the Giants, becaufe here they were begun 
to be feen, and they reach all along the ftraights. The famous river called De la Cam- 
pana, enters at a place named El Ancon fin Salida : this name was given to the river, 
becaufe its two arms feem to form the fhape of a bell. There are two rivers more be- 
fore you come to the ftraights, to wit, that of De los Paxaros, or of birds, by reafon 
of the vaft quantity of them that were upon it, in that part which comes towards the 
ftraights ; and the other of St. Viftorian, called fo from the opening, to which the 
fame faint gives its name. As for the other rivers which run among the iflands, and 
thofe which empty themfelves into the ftraights, they are many, and lhall be deferibed 
in their proper places. 

Hitherto wc have deferibed the rivers of mod renown of this long extended king- 
dom, which run from eaft to weft, and empty themfelves into the South Sea ; thole 
which run from the oppofite part of the Cordillera, towards the North Sea, are not fo 
well kndwn, becaufe thofe parts arc lefs inhabited, at leaft, by fuch as can give us a 
good account of them. The moft remarkable of them arc thofe of St. John, and of 
Mendoga, which are very large rivers, and empty themfelves into the famous lake of 
Guanacache. 

The governor Hieronimo Lewis de Cabrera, a gentleman of great valmir and merit, 
met with feveral great rivers in his paffage; over thofe vaft plains called the Pampas, 
where, as at fea, people are fain to travel by the compafs, not to lofe themfelves : he 
was in qupft of a "nation tilled the Collates, of whom we lhall treat hereafter in its 
proper place. They were forced to pafs many great rivers, and,, v ithout doubt, there 
are many morels far as the Pole. 

Neverthelefs I am perfuaded, that thefe rivers do not equal thofe which run oppofite, 
aad enter the fea on the coaft of Chile ; and this may be clearly gathered from the 
difference which may be obferved in palling the Cordillera, between each fide of the 
mountain, which is fo great, that they feem two different v vlds, the eaft and weft 
parts; aryl one would think Heaven had put thefe mountain., to divide them atSf’a wall, 
and keep off from the weft, all the ftorms and ill weather of the eaft, where are the 
provinces of Cuyo and Tucuman, not to difturb the ferenity and tranquillity of Chile 
and the weftern parrs. Any one that travels to the top of the high chain of moun- 
tains, may experience this clearly ;• for there he difeovers both horizons, and when he 
looks to the eaft, aH is covered with grofs vapours, which feem to hinder the light, 
and ihadow all the country ; and af the fame time looking weft, the heaven is fo chrif- 
taliine and bright, that it caufes pleafure and joy to look on it. The eaft -fide is full of 
a cloudy thick air, which engenders ftorms and ljail, with horrible thunders and light- 
nings, 
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nings, which fright all the inhabitants : On theother fide, in the w$ft, there is not a 
cloud to be feen, but clear and bright, as if the heavens themfelves were fuch a parti- 
tion as the Cordillera to divide the climates, as that upon earth does produce a differ- 
ence in the trees, plants, and animals on each fide.. • . 

A curious obferver contemplating once, from this heighth, this fo remarkable dif- 
ference, laid, that nature, in the fabrick of this part of the world, feemed to have 
turned her back upon the eaftern provinces, and looked with her face only upon Chile, 
giving bldfings with both hands to this laft, and leaving the other, as it were, difin- 
herited, and grieving at the pre-eminences of its elder brother. In going down to the 
eaftward there are fewer fountains and rivers, and thofe muddy, the &ce of the land 
melancholy, withbut fo much as one green tree to recreate the fight, "nor any pleafant 
verdure ; and when at laft there is fome, as in the valley of Ufpallata, the heats begin 
to be fo intolerable, that all thiiigs feem afflicting and unkind. On the other .fide, 
when we go to the weft, it is quite contrary ; for as foon as we begin to defeend, we 
meet with lovely fprings ; the trees are green, the groves frequent and pleafant, and 
the little.valleys, which are like fo many refting-places in that great ftair-cafe, where 
paffengers take* breath, and are refrelhed with the verdure and flowers of them, the 
air ftilf grows purer and purer ; and the more they come down, the more they leave 
behind them all the inclemences of the climate of the other fide, enjoying the advan- 
tages of the temperate Chile ; for from the very foot of the mountains one feels the 
mildnefs of the fea-air, and one is rejoiced with the harmony of the birds, and other 
delightful obje&s, fo as to forget the trouble and danger of the way one has paffed. 

There is the fame difference in the very land at the foot of the mountains ; for on 
the eaft fide there are a few fountains ; the land is barren, and little cultivated ; nei- ■ 
ther are there flocks of any kind either fed or bred, fo that the fields look like a ufelefc 
barren ground, except it be that the thinnefs of the people has not as yet given way to 
try the fertility of the earth ; for the plains below thefe are extremely ferrite, where 
they are cultivated ; but at prefent there is nothing but thorns and barren drynefs m 
thole parts. 

It is not fo to the weft, where fountains break out continually, which in the winter 
are temperate* and in the fummer as cold as ice, and that fo much the more as the 
weather grows hotter and hotter. Thefe fprings do fo fertilize the fields at the foot of 
the mountains, that they keep the earth ffelh and green all the year, though it be but 
a patch ; for moft of the ground is woody, and there is fuch a variety of wild trees, 
ftiat one would think they were arbors and groves plantedT&y the hand of man : many 
of thefe are loaded with fruits of the country, of which the Indians ,make excellent 
drinks, and fome of them are very good to eat. The valleys are full of odoriferous 
beaurifuHlowers, brought forth by nature, without any human induftry : there arealfo 
among them moft extraordinary phyfical plants of a beautiful afpeCt. The little lulls 
and plains afford excellent pafture for all forts of cattle and flocks : there are alfo ad- 
mirable^ alleys for planting of olives and almond-trees, and all forts of fruit-trees. At 
the lower part, about a league in the plain, there are vineyards, of which are* made ex- 
cellent wines, particularly mofcatells, which are in great efteem. 

There are likewife in this defeent of the mountain, admirable paftures, ,whefb great 
flocks are bred, and do increafe wonderfully ; their, flefh is extremely favory, and |j^e 
milk of the goats is fo fat, that by only boiling and ftirrin^ it gently ovdr the firp, I 
have feen it grow as thick as if flower had been put into it ; and yet in other parts 
this milk is of its nature very thin. This may be faid particularly, of , the young ifee- 
goats ; and the milk thus boiled has a fweetnefs and delicacy which paffes ordinary milk, 

eve 
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even with the things that ate ptat m to mend it ; ail which are arguments of the great 
fubfhuice arid nourishment of that land. 


-CHAP . XL — Of the Ejfetts produced bp the great Snow of the Cordillera , , 

WITH the firft rains of the winter, which are about the middle of May, the Cor- 
dillera begins to be covered with fnriw, arid to put on, as it were, a white armour, 
to hinder its being pafled, not only by men, but even by animus and birds, which are 
lb driven out of it by the rigour of that feafon, that there isdlpae remaining in it. 

Even the Sil^uerillos, and Sorfales, birds which of thyMBrn nature are fo hot, 
that in the very beginning of the fummer they take to thtl^lantatn, as foon as they 
perceive that the v winter draws near, come in flocks downto avoid its ligour in the 
mountains ; and then it is that the taking of them is eafy, and that as foon as the cold 
pinches, ’’the ground bang aimoft covered with them, it proves the feafon of tnoft 
pleafure for the youth of the country, who going out, take fo many of them, either 
with glue or nets, that they carry loads of them home, referving thofe of the fineft 
colours to put in cages, for their harmony is very fweet. The Cordillera is fln^t up 
five or fix months in the year ; fo that till October or November, it cannot be pafled 
without manifeft danger of one’s life ; and in the midlt of winter not at all, becaufe all 
the paths and ways are coveted with fnow to the height of many yards ; and if an/ 
one ihould be raft enough to attempt it, he would, after a little going, fink in every 
where, fo that he would not be able to go a ftep forward or backward, as has hap- 
’ pened tofeveral, who either for fome very prefling concern and interell, or flying from 
a death which threatened them for their crimes, have found it in thefe defarts more cer- 
tainly than perhaps they would have done in the prifons where they feared it. 

Thefe&re buried, not in fepulchres whitened on the outfide, nor under cold marble, 
but m the very bofonj of froft and fnow, which preferves them without being embalmed, 
and yet keeps them as incorruptible and dry, for fo they have been found after many 
years ; fox fuch is the cold of thofe mountains, that it dries up all the moifture that 
can caufe corruption in dead bodies, and fo preferves them. 

This fo infuperable difficulty of pafling the Cordillera, is lefs at the entrance, than 
the end of the winter, becaufe the drifts of fnow aic not then fo violent ae> to fout up 
the ways entirely ;*for in thofe feafons fome do venture to pafs, though never but with 
gljeat danger, and upon' urgent occafions ; if fometimes they are fo lucky as to get off 
Well, becaufe they meet with a clear Iky, yet at other times it cofts them dear ; and 
it is always with infinite labour that they get through. 

. I have feen others who efcaped with tnejr lives by God’s mercy, becaufe the florin 
Catched them before they were too far engaged in the mountain, and fo they could yet 
make a retreat to the low countries ; others iiave been fo od to open their mule’s bel- 
lies that # they ride on, and hide themfelves in them ; and t> ; that warmth, and other 
defence of clothes, they make a ftift to get over the ftorm of fnow,* if it does not laft 
long ; after which they gain the plains on foot, if they are not too far engaged, and 
fo avoid the danger, but not foe long-fuffcrings which follow generally after fuch 
adventures. 

In ftort, ’every Jt>ody has fome ftory to tell of the mountain, and complain of it ; 
for fome lofe their toes, others their fingers ; and fome their fight ; fome are benumbed 
arid lamed, and fo remain all their life with great infirmities. And I do not wonder at 

all 
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all this, becaufe though one Ihould pafs without a ftorm, yet the cold is fo terrible, 
that it cannot but injure nature extremely in that feafon, fince even in the midft of 
fummer, when we pafs this mountain, and in the lower part of it fweat with heat, as foon 
as we come to pafs the top, we are forced to put on double cloathing, and prepare the 
ftomach with good warm things, to withftand the iharpnefc of the cold, and. the 
fubtilenefs of the air, which penetrates the body through and through, if it be not 
well covered. 

Among the feveral times that 1 have palled this mountain, one was in the beginning 
of April, when autumn in thofe parts is at an end, and the winter begins to threaten, 
and I mild: own, that the cold was fo intenfe, that it feemed a different fpecies of cold 
from all thofe I ever felLeither in India or Europe ; though even then it had not begun 
to fnow, the cold was fe fierce that it made one’s hands cleave } nay, it had an effe& 
upon the ve^jf rocks, for I remember the fun was reflected by them as by a Iooking- 
gtafs. When we come to treat of the fifft difcovery of this kingdom, I fhall relate 
what was endured by the Adelantado Don Diego de Almagro with his army, and by 
thofe whq afterwards followed him, and paffed this mountain, in which they were fo 
ill-handled, that fome were ftruck blind, others lame ; fome loft their fingers without 
feeling it, becaufe the exceffive cold took away all fenfe ; fome were frozen to death, 
and with them fome horfes, whom fix months after fome other Spaniards found fo frefh 
and well preferved, that they eat of them ; and to fecure themfelves from cold, made 
a defence of thofe dead bodies ; nay, fome got into them. About fix years after, 
others going that way, found a' Negro, who at that time was frozen to death, leaning 
againft the fide of a rock, with a led horfe, and the reins in his hand, though confumed 
with time. They who have a mind to know more particulars, let them read Don 
Antonio dc Herrera, Decade 5. Book 1 o. Chap. 5. and alfo Gareilaffo de la Vega, in 
his firft tome. 

It is neceflary to underftand, that it is of this cold of the mountain thasfc, authors 
fpeak, when they fay, that the cold of Chile is fo fevere, that the rivers, are frozen up, 
and men frozen to death in the fields ; for this is only true of thofe uninhabitable 
mountains, where I believe at that feafon the rivers do not run, but are turned into 
chryftal ; and if any fprings do efcape, they are very few, and that in the valleys molt 
fecured and iheltered ; that appears by the rivers which run in the plain country, 
which are almoft dried up, in comparifon of the quantity of water that they carry with 
them in the fummer. « 1 

And thus the truth of what hiftorians relate may be fa^d from contradiction ; for 
they not knowing the country, make no diftin&ion between the mountain and the 
plains, in which there never was feen any fuch effedl of cold in any part of them ; for 
the fea air, which is thick and moift, tempers the lharpnefs of the blafts from the 
Cordillera j and for this reafon it is, thp.t the colds of Pampas of Cuyo and Tucu- 
man are fo infupportable j as alfo thofe of Buenos Ayres, which being at fuch a dif- 
ftance from both feas, and not enjoying the warmth of its vapours, the ajr in 
fummer is intolerably fcorching, and in the winter fo cold, and for want of rain fo 
dry, that it is common for animals to be found dead in the fields, as well as the men 
too fometimes. 



ovalle’s HISTORICAL relation of chile. 


*5 


CHAP. XII. — - Of the Fountains which rife in other Parts of Chile , beftdes the 

Cordillera. 

BESIDES the rivers and fpongs of the Cordillera, there are others which rife in the 
plains and valleys, which have admirable properties. I ihall mention fome, for it is 
impoffible to # rehearfe them all, nor can I remember but a few. Firft, that whfch 
rifes at the foot of the high volcano of Villa Rica, fo famous in that kihgdom for its 
terrible effe&s, for which God Almighty makes himfelf to be feared and refpe&ed by 
mankind ; rifes, I fay, at the foot of this mount with fuch force, that it fptjmgs out of 
the earth in two fources, each as big as a man, and fufficient. to form alone a good 
ftream, and runs into a lake which is made by its waters. * 

In another lake, out of which comes thf river called Ri6 Chico, there rifes alfo a 
fountain of hot water, mod efficacious for the cure of leprofies, and all contagious 
infirmities. There is another fprings up in the Maguey, yet moft admirable ; for there 
are two fources juft by one another, the one of hot, the other of cold water; the 
hot one is fo hot, that no one can endure his hand in it ; the cold one is let in to tem- 
per the bath which is made for the fick. The baths of Rancagua are alfo very famous, 
and like thefe ; which, for being near St;' Jago, and in the greateft intercoufe of the 
^kingdom, are very ufeful, and much frequented. There are others in other parts ; 
but not remembering them diftindtly, I can fay little of them. Among the fountains, 
that of Ramon is very famous, as well for the goodnefs, as abundance of its waters ; 
which is fuch, that they alone are fufficient to water many fields : it is about two leagues 
•eaftward of St. Jago, and in that diftrift. There are many others, among which, that 
of Caren is worth takjng notice of : it fprings in a beautiful meadow, of about five or 
fix leagues in length, affording a delicious profpeCt ; its water is very fweet, and enters 
into the afteadow ; the earth of which is fo porous, that whoever treads hard lipon it, 
feels it (hake under him : it is all the year green ; and the grafs is a kind of fmall tre- 
foil,* called by the inhabitants Caren, and is pleafant to eat. Neither ought I to pafe 
over in filence another fountain between thefe two, very plentifully furnifhed with de- 
licate fweet water, which is always fo much the cooler, as the weather i» hotter ; it is 
called the fountain of Mayten, by real’on of a tree of that name, which grows at the 
foot of a great fquare table of live rock, where people ufe to go and eat their collations, 
the tree fheltering them all the while from the heat ; for it is a tree whofe leaves are 
green all the year, fomething like a myrtle, but much larger, and without difpute of 
a more beautiful green : by its foot runs this fountain, whofe fource is a little higher 
In a valley, from whence it comes murmuring upon pebble Hones, and among pleafant 
grpves full of beautiful herbs and flowers. 

The trees, though wild, yet bear very favoury fruits of that foil ; and in them are 
great variety of birds, who, with their harmony and fweci n^tes, make the entertain- 
ment more delightful for thofe that frequent the place. L is not the leail part of 
their enjoyment, to difcover at the end of thefe woods a profpedt for many leagues 
over plains, which being of fo great extent, many of them lie uncultivated ; fo that 
among ihe vineyards and plowed lands, the wild uncultivated part is fo beautiful, 
particularly in the fpring, that one .would think art had helped nature. There are in 
one place grgat fpots of yellow flowers, which cover the earth, fo that for a great 
fpace nothing elfe is to be feen ; then you have white, blue, fillemot fpots of the fame 
proportion ; the green meadows mingle in this with the waters of the river Mapocho, 
which is feen jrom this diftance fometimes entire in its bed, then divided into feveral 
vol. xiv, k arms 



Ot) 0VA1J J K*S HISTORICAL RELATION OT CHILE. 

U 

arms, and at laft drained into the fields of the neighbouring grounds, to fertilize them' 
The profpeft is terminated with feveral farms, which are called Chacras, with their 
churches ; and in the midft of all, the city of St. Jago, the capital of Chile, which 
bang not above two leagues off, and the heavens fo ferene, the towel's of it are eafily 
difttnguilhed, and the bells heard fometimes. . 

> This diftrifl; is full of a many more fprings, all Within the eompafs of a mile pf each 
Other; and their waters are excellent and healthy. • 

That which is to the north of the city of St. Jago, called Conchaili, is Hkewife highly 
commended ; it fprings in a little valley, called the Salto, or Leap, becaufe of the feu 
of the river Mapocho, This river comes running in a plain to a certain place ; where 
being divided (for it is the work of induftry) into two branches, the greateft of which 
runs in its natural channel, the lelfer is derived to water this valley ; which towards 
the weft is even ; but towards the eaft the land is fo high, through which the river 
runs, that it is two or three miles from the bottom of the valley to the high grounds, 
from whence the river falls. It is precipitated with great noife, making lovely and 
various* cafcades by the rencounter of the rocks and other obftacles, which by their 
ftrait paffages retard its courfe, till at laft it comes entire to the valley, and is divided 
into cuts and channels for the watering it ; which is not ungrateful, to make a more 
than ordinary return to thofe who cultivate it, not only in corn, moft excellent wine, 
and moft favoury fruits of all kinds, but alfo it ripens them above a month before any 
other place thereabouts ; and it is very remarkable, that in this valley, which is only 
half a league from the city of St. Jago, the figs ufe to be ripe in it, when in the gardens 
of the city, and all its neighbourhood, they fcarce begin to change colour : therefore, 
as well for this as for the game it affords, of partridges on the hills, and wild fowl in 
the waters and ponds of it, it is the greateft entertainment all thofe parts afford. 

I fhall not dilate upon more of thefe fountains, which are fo frequent ; for if I were 
to mention them all, I fhould never have done ; for fince thofe alone of the Conception, 
Arauco, and the country of the limits upon the warlike Indians^ would require a .large 
treatife, befides thofe of the diftritt of St. Jago, what would it be then in the territories 
of the ancient cities, which are yet farther in the country ? for it abounding extremely 
in rivers, it is to be prefumed that it muft be fo in fountains and fprings ; all which 
proceeds from the abundance of moifturp of the Cordillera. 

Of thefe fprings, the moft agreeable for their good waters are tl?e fertheft off from 
the Cordillera, becaufe they are more purified by a long, motion* and refined by the 
good qualities of the eartn they run through, particulafly the mineral impregnations 
are Angular : I cannot but mention one, which is in the novitiate of the companvnf 
the Jefuits of Bucalemo, whofe waters are not to he matched, at leaft I never metcuim 
the like ; for without drinking them, one may difcover by the touch their nobTeb'efs, 
their foftnefs being like that of new butter ; and they do make the hands that are 
waihed in them in a few days fmooth, and thereby prove their vaft difference front 
other waters. , 4 

This fountain fprings in a little valley, very pleafant, under feme hills, about a 
league from the fea ; and* it bubbles up between a white fend, in whiifh there is gold, 
as if it had a fire under it to make it boil. It is wonderfel to obferte, that if they 
throw any bough or flowers upon it, it feems to take it ill, and never ^ at reft #1 it 
has fwallotaed it up, leaping up againft it feveral times, till it has made it his own, and 
hid it from our fight ; and this it will do for a whole evening, if they continue throwing 
flowers or branches of trees ftito it, without any body’s bang able to tell what becomes 


The 
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The effe&s that this RStter caufes m the ftomach are admirable : it helps to dige$ 
the mpat with more eafinefe } it deftroy scrudiries, diffolves phlegms and grofo humours, 
and evidently prolongs fijfe, especially to old men. This was moil particularly made dear 
in the petfon of jhe ftippusCaptam Sebaftian Garcia Cfaretto Cnumazero, the founder 
of that novitiate, who lived there many yeans* and came* to be ninety years old in good 
health, and fo vigorous, that hd did to the laft go on horfebstck through the woods aid 
mountains, as if he had been a young man. I heard him fay many times, that this 
fountain was his life } for as foon as he found himfelf any ways out of order, he fent 
immediately for the water of, it, and drinking it frefh from the fpring, he ufed to go 
to bed upon it ; where falling afleep, he would after fpjne time awake well difpofgd : 
this 1 have often been witnefs of. The old Indians thereabouts experienced * the fame, 
and *did attribute their good ftate of health to this fpring, without ufing any other 
phyfick or remedies. 


CHAP. XIII. — Of the Lakes of Chile , and the Salt that is gathered from tfrem. 

AFTER having treated of the fountains and rivers, it feems natural to treat of the 
lakes and Handing waters formed out of them, and by fome inundations of the fea in 
winter, when it fills them, and leaves them provided for all the fummer. Thofe made 
by rivers come firft in rank ; and I wilh my memory would ferve to place them here, 
with their feveral qualities. Omitting then to repeat what we have faid of thofe of 
Aculco and Pudaguei, which bang near St. Jago, make the greateft diverfion of its 
.inhabitants, we will begin with the lake of Tagataguas, about fourteen leagues from 
that city, and which once was more in efteem ; for the trouts catched there are of a 
large fize, and the galne for wild fowl fo much more diverting, that there is no com* 
parifbn between thefe waters and others. I do not defcribe here particularly the variety 
of wild fowl, begaufe I intend to do it when I treat of the variety of birds of this coun- 
try. . The lakes of Villa Rica are of great renown, though I confefs I know little .of 
their properties. 

The lake of Puren has been famous, having been ‘an impregnable fortrefs for the 
warlike Indians our enemies, by reafon of the difpofition and qualities of *its fituation ; 
for from thence they have for many years maintained a war with whole armies of 
Spaniards, without jbeing fubdued : their advantage lay in this ; that upon any rout 
given them by us, they, had here a mofl certain and fafe retreat, which, when once 
they had recovered, they were out of all danger ; for none could hurt them either by 
fword or fire. 

The fea lakes are alfo many, and of great profit to their owners ; for the fifheries in 
them are much more certain than in the fea : for which reafon they furniih the bell 
>art of the lenten fore, though the fea affords a great deal too. Among the reft the 
ake of Rapel brings a great revenue : it runs in length abm » two leagues within the 
and. In»the winter time the fea is joined to it ; for by its ftorms it forces an entrance, 
but it leaves it foil of all forts of fifh ; which, with thofe that are bred there, fornifh ft 
for the whole year, and enable it to fupply all the neighbouring country ; and that not 
°njy with fifh, but with fait too in abundance ; for, about January, the communication 
ceanng between it and the fea, when the fun is at its hotteft in that climate, the watei 
is congealed ft*, that it has a cruft pf a foot or more thick of a moft excellent white 
fait. This, indeed, does dot happen every year ; for it requires an extreme beat to do 
it, the lake being deep, and the climate there more inclining to cold : but they provide 
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themfelves in one, for many others ; and the falt-pits made by hand feldom fail ; for 
they not being of great extent, the water that is let into them turns to fait with lefe 
heat, the matter to be congealed being lefs in itfelf. And frace we are mentioning 
fait, I cannot omit to relate what I myfelf have feen in the valley of Lampa, which is 
aboyt three leagues from St.Jago ; and it is this, there grows there an herb, not uh^jke 
to Sweet Bafil, only its green is tipon an afh-colour, and not fo gay ; it riles about a 
foot above ground : this plant, in the fummer, is covered over With fmall grains of 
fait, like pearl, which is congealed upon its leaves, either from the dew tof heaven, or 
by fome vapour raifed by the fun from that earth j or elfe the nature of the herb itfelf 
is fuch, as to fweat out this humidity, which being afterwards congealed by the heat of 
the fun, is turned into fait. Let the caufe be what it will, the effeft is feen no where 
but in this valley, and upon that fpecies of herb ; which is therefore much valued by 
the Indians, the fait of it being more favoury, and of a finer flavour than any other. 

I cannot tgjl whether Johannes de Laet means this in his defcription of the new 
world ; for having mentioned the kingdom of Chile, to which he gives the preference 
for its excellent properties, he fays, that in that kingdom, in fome of its valleys, there 
falls, at certain times of the year, a dew fo thick upon the leaves of the plants, that it 
fs like fugar, and ferves, being kept fome time, for the fame ufe as manna. Antonio de 
Herrera reports the fame thing, in his General Hiftory of the Weft-Indies; and,amongft 
other commendations he gives this noble kingdom, he relates the fame thing of this 
ftrange and admirable dew. I fay upon this, that I know not whether they allude to 
what I have reported of the valley of Lampa by my own fight, and have no knowledge 
of that other thing they mention ; though one would think., fuch authors fhould 
diftinguiih things fo different in their effe&s and favour, as fait and fugar. It is poflible 
God may have done both, having been fo wonderfully liberal to that country, where 
the Angularities are fo many and wonderful ; and it would therefore be no wonder 
fome of them fhould not be known, efpecially confidering that we, who <$re there 
employed for the converfion of fouls, have not time to fearch after, curiofities, , and 
feorets of nature. . ' 


CHAP. XIV. — Wherein is treated of the Sea of the Kingdom of Chile, and of the 

Etymology 6f its Name. 

C * 

THE fountains, fprings, rivers and brooks, carry us tftong with them naturally to 
the fea, where their courfe ends, and where there is room for my pen fb exereife 
itfelf, if the brevity of this narration did not confine my flight : I muft therefore be 
content to fay fomething of this element, that the nature'of it may not be unknown as 
to this new world. 

Beginning therefore with the etymology of its name: It is wenkhown that all com- 
monly call it the South-Sea, becaufe it is towards the antafC$ck pole, from whence 
generally the fotith wind blows, in oppofition to the Tramontano, or north, which 
reigns in the ocean as far as the arctick pole. But leaving thefe difputes to the fchools, 
or rather to that abyfs of Divine Wifdom, qui profert veretos de thefauris fuis , it is a 
known truth, that the effefts which the wind of the jirctick pole caufes fit its jurifdiftion 
towards the oppofite part, the fame is caufed by the fouth wind in its motions from the 
antarcticktowards thefe parts. . .. 

In Chile we look upon the fouth wind as a favourable wind, as in Europe the north 
; is ikthe feme efteem. The north with us covers the heavens with clouds, caufea tem- 
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ppfte and dorms at fea, and maltes all the land dark and fad : the fouth, on the contrary, 
clears the Iky, ferenes the air, and makes the fea as calm as milk : on the contrary, 
this Dune fouth wind, in, the north fea, is ftormy, and covers the heavens with clouds, 
andraffes thofe tgmpefts, which do fo endanger fhips ; whereas the north, called there 
Trajnontano, clears all again,, and makes the fine days. 

From hence proceeds, that ifl America the fouth wind reigns in fuinmer, when’ the 
fea is calm, and the north in winter, when it is tempeftuous : the north does mod 
certaiply bring with it the rains, particularly from thirty-fix degrees to the pole, and 
that fo fuddenly, that fometimes, in the moment the wind comes to the north, the rain 
halls, and mod commonly it is within half an hour after its change ; and when in thofe 
parts in winter the fun is clear, and the weather fair, it is when the fouth wind over- 
powers the north; for the fouth in thofe parts is cold and dry, and fo drives away 
the clouds, fo as it happens fometimes that the heavens are dark ; and as foon as the 
clouds are difcharged, if the fouth appears a little the dronger, it is an infallible fign 
of calm weather, which generally follows in a trice ; for this wind drives all the clouds 
fo before it, that when it blows, it does not leave one in the Iky. 

The contrary of this is feen in Europe, where fhe fouth winds bring humiciity, and 
the north drives it away : the fouth relaxes the body, and affe&s the head ; but the 
north drengthens the body, purifies the air, and dries up fuperfluous humours. In 
fhort, thefe two winds caufe quite different effeds in Europe and America, that we 
may call the Europeans fons of the north, and thofe of South America children of the 
fouth. 

From this there follows another very notable and well-known difference, which is, 
.that as to go from Europe to the Indies, the north is the proper wind, and carries us 
before it, and by confequence is contrary to our return ; fo in the South-Sea, failing 
from the pole towards thefe parts, the fouth is the favourable wind, and contrary to 
our return : from whence it proceeds, that the voyage from Spain to Carthagena being 
by yfie North-Sea, and made in thirty, forty, and fifty days, the return to Spain ufes to 
laft -fourfcore, and if hundred, and more days. On the contrary, in the South-Sea, 
where the voyage from Chile to Lima is but of about a fortnight, and as much more 
to Panama, or thereabouts, the return only to Lima is of two months, and from thence 
to Chile forty days. The South-Sea is alfo called the Pacifick-Sea, to* diftinguilh it 
from the North-Sea, whofe ftorms and tempefts are fo frequent ; whereas in the South- 
Sea they are rare: J>ut, in my opinion the difference is for another reafon, which I lhall 
alledge hare. • 

The mod frequent navigations of the South-Sea are from Peru to Panama, and from 
thence to New Spain and the Philippinas; and thofe from Peru to Chile are lefs ufed : by 
which it appears, that the bell part of the South-Sea navigations are between the 
trt>picks ; and fo the fun has fo much force, as to keep the winds from being furious, 
and making fuch lading ftorms as thofe which are raffed without the tropicks, and in 
parts nearer the pole ; for this reafon the failors, in thefe jw arm climates, where there 
never is *ny winter, called this fea the Pacifick-Sea, from the good effedfs they ex- 
perienced in it. The contrary of this is in the North-Sea, where mod of the naviga- 
tions are out of the tropicks ; where the fun having lefs force, the winter predominates, 
and raifes mighty ftorms.! Now the Europeans who firft navigated the South-Sea, being 
futh as were ufed to thofe dangers, to which the navigators of die northern parts are 
moft commonly expofed, when they found fo quiet a fea as that under the line, and in 
thofe which particularly are the feat of commerce with New Spain„Panama, and Peru, 
they gave it dje nape, of thePacifick, without examining any further the caufe of the dif. 

9 ference 
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ference of the effe&s, which they experienced in both feas *: but if they had tried that very 
South -Sea beyond the tropick of Capricorn, they would not fo eafiiy have named k 
Pacifick. ’ < 

I know that this difcourfe will be approved by thofe who have had experience of 
the hardfhips which are fuffered by the navigators, from the twenty-fixth degree of 
latitude on the coaft of Chile, to fifty-three degrees ; for there, as foon as the wifiter 
begins, the fea cannot be navigated without manifeft danger, the ftorms being no ways 
inferior to the greateft in the Nojrth-Sea ; and though at that feafon it is not £9 dan- 
gerous for fhips to fail from Chile to Lima, becaufe they every day get into a lefs latitude, 
and fo enjoy a quieter fea, yet from Peru to Chile it is extremely dangerous, not only 
becaufe they come into a greater latitude, and go out further to fea, to avoid the fouth 
wind’s oppofition, but alfo becaufe the vapours of the fea and cold mifts of the earth 
do raife fuch fogs and dark clouds, that they cover the land fo, that when they make 
thair port, they are in great danger of fplitting upon the rocks. 

This, I fay, is only or thofe coafts of t Chile which are in the leaft latitude; for from 
the city of the Conception, towards the pole, even in fummer, they are dangerous ; 
and the Slips which are bound for the iflands of Chiloe have not above two or three 
months in the year to go in and out conveniently, or they neither go in nor out till the 
year following : this is underftood as far as forty-four or forty-five degrees, in which 
this archipelago of .iflands is placed ; for from thence to the ftraights of Magellan, 
thofe may relate the dangers who have experienced them, and palled thofe ftraights : 
all that I know of it is, that they all have matter enough to difcourfe of at their 
return. 

So that we may fay, that the name of Pacifick does not abfolutely belong to the 
South-Sea, according. to its whole extent, but only as to thofe parts of the greateft 
intercourfe, which, becaufe they are within the tropicks, are the freeft from norms ; 
and yet it cannot be denied, but that the South-Sea has an advantage over tjje North- 
Sea, even within the tropicks, which is, that it is free from thofe great fands wjiich 
are fo common in the North-Sea, about Carthagena, La Havana, and other iflands, 
nay, even in the canal of Bahama ; which indeed are fo many, that let a ftorm be but 
moderate, they make it ftill greater, and more dangerous, by fhortening the fea-room, 
and force the failors to be always heaving the Itead, or elle to fplit upon the rocks, 
which may be clearly feen and diftinguifhed from the fhip’s fide. 

I find likewife, that the South-Sea may be called Pacifick for another reafon, which 
is, becaufe of the extreme quiet it enjoys in its navigation, without difturbance from 
any of its enemies, who are fo frequent on all fhores of the*North-Sea ; for there being 
no other entrance into the South-Sea, but by the ftraights of Magellan and St. Vincent, 
which are at fuch diftance, and defended by nature inelf, the enemies of our quiet do 
not care to engage in fo ufelefs and dangerous a defign, with fo manifeft a definition, 
and fo little advantage, as hath happened already to fome hereticks who have attempted • 
it ; for having no lettlement, nor landing-place in all that vaft fea, they have been 
forced to fail to the Philippinas : therefore the fhips of the South-Sea are free from any 
fear of enemies, and go and come without any apprehenfion of danger on that fide. 
Antonio de Herrera, in the fifth decade of his General HKftory, fol. 319, relates the 
motive that Magellan had to call this the Pacifick Sea, and that is, becaufe there is 
not in all that element a more fpacious career for the winds and tides ;^and becaUfe 
riiovp reigns between the tropicks fo fteady and ftrong a levant, that in many days the 
an need not hqnd their fails, nor the fteerfman his helm, failing through thole vaft 
is Jfdt *were in a canal or river. And die lame author adds, that this motion this 
' - * wind 
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•wind ptpceeds from the course of the firft Mobile, which is proved by its perpetual 
invariability, and the increafe of its vehemence, as it draws nearer the equinox. Some 
difjtute, whether it ought to be called a wind, or an impulfe which the air receives 
from iuperior orBs, communicated to them by the firft fphere. So far this author. 


CHAP. XV. — Of the Sea-coa/ls of Chile , and its Ports and Havens. 

f 

IT would be too great an excurfion beyond my purpofe, to mention all the ports 
and creeks along the coaft of Chiie ; for they are very numerous. George Spilberg, 
admiral of a fleet of fix fail, whofe names were, the New Sun, the New Moon, the 
Hunter, the Pole-ftar, Eolus, and Lucifer, fays, he obferved twenty-five ports in the 
ftraights of Magellan alone, before he entered the South.Sea : he commends them 
mightily, but particularly he is much pleafed with the twenty-fifth ; for he ftaid in it 
fome time, and gave it his own name : he calls it a noble port, by reafon of its fafe- 
nefs for Ihipping, as alfo for the pleafantnefs of the fields, which, he lays,* were ail 
covered with fruit ; which, I fuppofe, were ftrawberries, according to the defcription 
he makes of them. He found there likewife abundance of excellent oyfters, at die 
mouth of a river, which beautified that port extremely, it falling into it from high 
mountains. But this retreat did not ferve them long ; for having feen fome very fine 
coloured birds, they purfued them on Ihore, and hunted them ; which they had no 
fooner begun to do, but they were affaulted by a troop of Indians, with clubs in their 
hands, and fome of them were killed, and the reft forced to retire to their Jhips, and 
fet fail in hafte ; which is a great mark of the valour with which* thofe people engaged 
them j for though they had fire-arms, they could no.t withftand the charge. 

The moft famous port in all the coaft, befides that of Valdivia, which we have de- 
fcribed already, is that of Coquimbo, mentioned in our feventh chapter ; and it deferves 
all fort of commendation, as well for its lovely bay, where Ihips ride as fafe as can be, 
as alfo for the pleafantnefs of the country about it ; which is one of the moft deli- 
cious of all Chile. The produds of the country are particularly gold and copper, 
which is carried from thence to Peru ; for the making of artillery, catling of beUs, 
and other hpufehold furniture. • 

The ports alfq of Copiapo and Guafco are efteemed, and more defervedly that of 
Pacudo, \ghich is a* private Ijjdden bay, where the fhips of Peru come to load with the 
hides and tallow of Chuaptf ; as alfo with tar and tackling for Ihips, which is*made in 
that valley, and is whiter and better than any in Chile, by reafon of the excellent 
waters they make ufe of in its making. 

• The next good port to thefe, is that of Quintero, where the general of the fix fhips 
above-named landed ; and it being a place uninhabited, met with no oppofition, but 
refrelhed his men with a large filhing which they made, "’hey do fo commend the 
place, th£t they cannot fufiiaently (they fay) extol the pleafantnefs .of the land, the 
fweetnefs of the water, the %urity for Ihips, and, in Ihort, all forts of conveniences 
for human life ; and after thefe many encomiums, the hiftorian concludes thus, partus 
hie nulli feemdus, this port yields to none j and yet this port of Quintero is none of 
the famous^ ones of Chile ; by which it may be inferred, that he was but little ac- 
quainted with the reft. He could not land in them ; for he found them all guarded 
by the militia, who expefited him }* and though coming to Val Parjifo, he hade begun 
to land fome men, yet, upon advice that the horfe of S,t, Jago were at hand to hinder 
the defeent, he took them on board again f and, failing at midnight, call anchor at 
Quintero, where they watered, and cut wood, the admiral himfelf landing with many 

12 foldiers 
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foldiers to proteft his men : there they drew up a trench, with a kind of half-moon, 
to fecure their retreat againft the Spaniards, who began to appear upon the hills ; but 
they did not ftay for them, but embarking again, followed their courfe towards Peru, 
not landing arty where elfe ; but they commend the land extremely. ' 

After thefe follows the port of Coucon, or Quillota, Mqfrich ferves to embark the 
produft of thofe valleys ; and hard by that, the port of Val Paraifo, where are landed 
all the goods brought for the city of St. Jago : from whence they are, tJiftributed all 
over its territory, and as far as Cuyo, and Tucuman : this port is every day more and 
more inhabited ; and there is building a convent of Auftin friars, which will be of 
great relief to the fouls of the inhabitants, and of all thofe who go and come, who arc 
not a few ; for this is the port of the greatfcft commerce with Peru : it is diftant from 
St. Jago twenty- four leagues, all plain and good way, fit for carriage ; and fo all the 
commodities of both kingdoms are conveyed and exchanged by it. 

Near the port of Val Paraifo is that of St. Antonio, which is alfo very fafe and good, 
and is at the mouth of the river Maypo. There is a miftake in authors about this ; 
for they 'place the port of Val Paraifo at the mouth of a river, which they make in their 
maps to come from St. Jago; which is a very great error, becaufe at Val Paraifo there 
is no river of any note, but only fprings and fountains, which rife out of the rocks 
clofe by the fea, which are moll excellent waters. There are alfo others of a coarfer 
nature, with which the (hips fill their provifion, becaufe they having more body, they 
refill better at fea againft corruption. 

There are feveral other ports between that and the Conception, in the bays and mouths 
of rivers ; but not much ufed, becaufe they arc not neceffary ; all thofe valleys from 
Maule to Quillota fencing their commodities to Val Paraifo. I believe, in time, other 
ports will be employed, becaufe the products of that kingdom multiply apace, and fo 
people will be willing to feek out the neareft ports for embarking their goods. All 
the product from Maule upwards, is carried to the harbour of the Conception, which 
is the bell bay in all thofe coafts ; and it being a very large one, .Providence placed at 
its entrance the ifland of Quiriquina ; under which, as under a mole, Ihips are fecured 
in foul weather. At the largeft entrance of this bay is the port of La Herradura, or 
Horfe-lhoe, fc being in that form ; and oppofite to that is that of St. Vincent ; and a 
little farther, that of Carnero, called fo fof the refrefhment it afforded to* one of the 
{hips of the bilhop of Palencia, who, by order of Charles V., paffe^ the ftraights of 
Magellan with fix fail, and having loft their Patache, were forced °to the Moluccas. 

Next to thefe are the ports of Tirva and Quedal, La iBaia Chica, that of Puralla, 
the port of St. Cebrian, that of Sanfta Clara, that of St. Domingo, St. Efteran, Los 
Reyes, that Baixas, that of the Innocents, and many others lefs confiderable, as far 
as the ftraights of Magellan. 

Befides thefe ports which we have marked upon the Terra Firma, there are feveral 
others, well known in the iflands of Juan Fernandes, La Mocha, San&a Maria, in the 
iilands of Chilof, Alfie, where the moft frequented are that of Carlemapo r and that 
called the Englifti Port, becaufe formerly an Englilh {hip landed there, and the men 
and {hip, with all its artillery, were made prize. There are alfo feveral other ports in 
the Archipelago of Chiloe, which I forbear mentioning, becaufe I have not a perfect 
account of them, 
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CftA$, — ■ * Of the Fertility of the whale Coqfl ef Chile* „ 

*i 1 

abundance and fertility of this kingdom is not only perceived in its, valleys and 
fiekk, but likewife in its whole^coaft, even on the rocks, where the fea beats. It < will 
he hard to make this appear by particulars, becaufe, though ip othelr parts of the 
world the rocks produce fheU-fim, yet I do not know that it is in fuch quantity, nor fo 
large any whefe as in Chile, nor of fo many different fpecies. Firft, I will fpeak of 
that which is moll common and intelligible : there grows along the coaft every where 
an herb not unlike to endive ; they call it Luche, which they pull from the rocks : it 
is gathered in the fpring, when it is moil grown ; and being dried in the fun, has made 
into lbaves, which are looked upon as a great delicacy far from the fea, particularly in 
Peru, Cuyo, and Tucuman ; for it ferves for many fauces. It grows upon die tops of 
rocks, foch as are above the water. At the foot of the rocks are found certain roots, 
which bring forth a trunk as thick as one’s wrift, called Ultecuefte : this they cut, and 
laying it before the fire, they pare it like a lettuce, or cardoon, or thiftle, but ft has a 
much different tafte. From thefe, the trunks fhoot out certain long cords, of three or 
four yards long, and fome of about fix or eight fingers in breadth : thefe they call 
Coehauyo ; and there are two forts of them, which, though they refemble one another, 
yet the Indians make a great difference between them, referving the good, which they 
cut and dry, and make provifion of them for Lent ; the others they leave to the fea, 
which heaps them up upon the fheye, where they lie in heaps very ufelefs. So much 
for the herbs. Now let us fpeak of the fea fhell-fifh. The belt of this kind are 
oyfters, both great and fmall, fo much talked of by the Hollanders with great com* 
mendadons : they found them in the flraights of Magellan j but the greateft plenty of 
them is on the coaft of* Coquimbo, where they are very large and delicious j the leifer 
fort they cjil Tacas, very much valued too, and taken all along that coaft. But'thofe 
of greateft renown are the oyfters of Chuapa ; in the great ones are bred pearly as the 
Dutch fay, and* according to John and Theodore de Brye, they bought fome of the 
Indians in the flraights very finely wrought. * . , 

That which .they call Choros is alfo a fine fort of fhell-fifh, and ,in its fkell, as An. 
tonio de Herrera fays, there are pearl very white. That fort which I have feen is not 
fo big ; but fince they are to be found every where, there may be of all forts of them ; 
for they are caught m abundance, both little, middle fize, and large ones, fome as 
broad as myliand. The chokfeft of them are thofe which have the filh of a yellow 
colour, though the black ones are good too. 

Thefe is another fhell-fifh, called Manegues, which is in two round fhells, fuch as 
■ferve for models in architecture ; the fifh within is but coarfe meat, but of good fufte- 
nande. In one kind of thefe, which is the little fort, in opening the fhell, which in 
the infide Is like mother of pearl, when one takes out the ru«.ar one may fee the im- 
predion on the fhell, of a purple colour, which reprefents the linage of fhe moft holy 
virgjn, with* her mantle, and her child in her arms, which caufes great* devotion and 
comfort ; and, though they all have this imprefiion, yet fome have it fo perfed, that 
it is ^on^erfu}. , 

A fim they call Locos may alfo be ranked among the fhell-filh : they call them 
alfo Afs’s Hoof,* becaufe they are of that fhape : they are very favoury, but hard and 
indigefl ; for which reafon they are t® be eaten fparingly, though in tHe dreffing of 
them they macerate them between two ftones, to foften them. I fhbuld never have 
done, to go through all the kinds of fhell-fifh ; as likewife of fnails, which are alfo 
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good to eat, and are produced on the rocks. There are fome caft ( up by the i® 
fiich quantity, that fiupdoads may be had of them# of foch variety or figures and 
colours, that I doubt not but the curious in Europe Would value t|ieni, and oUr arrifis 
Would mal^e curiofities of them j but they, for want of fuch artificers, are good for 
nothing in the Indies, but to make chalk of, by bunring them in a furnace j yet they 
are in fuch vaft quantities, that the ihore is covered with them, and they make 'a fine 
fliew. * 

The ihell-fifh called Picos de Papagayos, are another (kind much efteefoied : they are 
fo called, becaufe for their lhape and bignefs they are juft like parrots heads j and as 
thefe birds build their nefts on iho te, in fome hollow rocks and caves, fo this fi(h 
nreeds in a kind of (tone-work, hollow, like little cells, where it grows till it comes to 
be of the bignefs of thofe heads. They drefs them in thofe very nefts, which ■ ferVe 
for pots, and when they are enough, take them out. They are excellent meat. 

Thofe which they call Kericos, though common in other parts, yet I never faw them 
fo large as in thofe parts ; and being taken in the increafe of the moon, they have 
very large tongues, fat, and of about two fingers breadth. 

The Crabs, Apavicoras, and Praunes, are likewife very good, and of feyeral forts 
and iizes. The Lobfters, and thofe of that kind, are likewife much efteemed ; they 
breed under the rocks, and are fifhed for, as all the reft, not with nets, but only by 
the Indians going into the fea up to their middle, and knocking them from the rocks 
with fticks in their hands. So much for this kind of eatables. There are others which 
live a little more in the fea, which are of a beautiful form ; fome they call fea-ftars > 
fome the fun ; others the moon ; becaufe they are of the form of thofe planets, as 
they are commonly painted. Thefe may be eaten too j but they have one very lingu- 
lar property, which is, to cure the vice of drunkennefs, being reduced to powder, and 
given in wme to drink ; this is of fo certain an effc£t, that thofe, who before they took 
it had no greater delight than drinking of wine, did afterwards fo abhor it,, that they 
would not touch it, though they were hired. This is a healthy remedy, as well as 
fore ; and therefore ufed by the Negroes to avoid taking another j which, though as 
certain, is very dangerous ; which is, drinking the fweat of a horfe mingled with wine. 
They fay, this puts thofe who take it, in danger of lofing fome of their ferifes ; though 
I knew one, who being exceedingly given to drunkennefs, his wife gave him this re- 
medy without his knowledge, and it did ‘him no other hurt than to make him hate 
wine, fo that' he could not bear the fmell of it ; but, as I faid* the Negroes ufe the 
powder of the ftar-fifh ; and though I have obferved, that with fome it is'not fo effica- 
cious, but they long for wine again after a little while, yet it is but to repeat the re- 
medy as foon as that ill inclination prevails again ; and this is commonly fo pra&ifcd 
upon the Negroes, who are much given to that vice. 

CHAP. XVII. — Of the various Kinds of Fijh which are fijhcd on the Coafl of Chile. 

C < 

LET the whale appear firft, fince by its bigfckfs it is a land of king of the fea ; 
and if where the king is, the court is, we may give thafctitle to the fea of Chile, where 
there is fuch ftore of whales, that 1 know not any place where they abound more ; and 
they are accompanied by fuch a court of little fifties of ail kinds, that thefe who have na- 
vigated thofe feas, cannot but mention it with admiration. Among the reft, William 
Seer ten, who calne with a fleet through the ftraights, fays, that they met with fo many 
whifep near certain illands, that they were forced to foil with great care and attention 

to 
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,*p avi^ii^en** 'fhtt^bf^To they were almoft always irji the fhip’s way, 

a»d enjfahgered the '.'of' them, ban^ fo big th&t they looked like Tt^Jks: they are 
all alpng' the coaft of Copfepo and Guafco*, and are of no fmall profit, by the apiber- 
g$~Meiy '&£■ d» flaire. ; '"Th^, journals’ « ''thofe 'who "have patted the ftr&ghfs dp 
mention much of this amber floating on the fea, and therefore no doubt but a great 
deal of it is on fh ore; but it is loft, for the Indians having.no value for it, know it not; 
and it is but within thefe twelve years that the Araucana’s minded it ; by feeing fome 
,Spanifh foldiers look for it, trfey did fo too,, and found a great deal, and very good, 
on the coaft. Of the grey fort, which is, the belt, they found great pieces of an afh 
colour, with a nobler and more delicate fmell ; the ordinary forts are yellow and black, 
and it has a quicker, though not fo fweet a fmell as the grey. I have heard the people 
of thofe parts fay commonly, that the difference is very accidental, and that it depends 
only upon being more or lefs prepared by the fun-beams ; and experience feems to con- 
firm this thought ; for I have obferved that black does in time grow white, by being 
expbfed to the fun in a box ; but if it be laid open, fo as both fun and rain come Upon 
it, the experiment will be more manifeft ; and as for the harlhnefs of the fmell, it may 
be remedied by infufions in rofe- water, expofmg it firft to the dews for nine days, and 
then to the fire, by which means it grows perfect. 

Though it is known that amber is a thing which the whales call from them, 
there is diverfity of opinion about the manner, becaufe fome think that this noble 
product is formed at the bottom of the fea, or upon fome rocks ; and that the whales 
eat it for food, and not being able to endure it in their ftomachs, becaufe it is naturally 
extremely hot, they get to the fhore to caft it up ; others fay, that it is the whales’ ex- 
*crements. It is not my bufinefs to decide this difpute. The other great advantage 
which the whales are of to the country, is the oil they afford after they are dead ; and 
it fea great deal that one whale will yield ; it ferves for various ufes of life. We do 
not knouf that thefe fifties die of a violent death, becaufe their vaft bulk defends them 
both from men, 'and all other animals, that may be their enemies ; but yet being fub- 
je& to pay the common debt of nature, when they find themfelves near death, they 
draw near the land, and are often caft on fhore by the fea, which will not bear any 
corruption in its waters ; and it is ftrange to fee how they are thrown up hi great num- 
bers on thofe coafts. The oil is made by the heat of the fun, and when the weather 
has confumed the flefh, the ribs and other bones remain white ; and the Indians make 
ufe of them for feats ; much more conveniency and curiofity might be afforded by 
them to other workmen. * 

There is another fort of fifh which are found moft on the coaft of Coquimbo, which 
are not fo big as whales, but yet are very large, and a good filh to eat, which are the 
tuany-fifh, and the Albacoras, which the Indians kill with great dexterity; they go 
into the fea a good way upon floats of feal-lkins, well fewed together, and blown up 
like a bladder ; they carry with them a kind of trident vd> u fnarp tongues ; this is 
fattened tq a long, flender, but ftrong rope ; the Indian guides his Scat near the fifh 
he choofes, and then darts it with his trident ; the tunny, as foon as wounded, goes 
out to lea like lightning ; thejndian gives him rope enough, and follows him the way 
that he runs, till the fifh ha$|pent itfelf by lofs of blood ; and then the Indian draws 
his rope, and .the fifh with it, eithei’ dead or dying, and lays it on hfe float, and he 
returns to port with 1 h&prey rejoicing. There are many cither Toffs of fifties ; one of 
the moft extraordinary fe the flying-fifh, which fly with wings, and, follow a fliip like 
birds- The lion-fifii $ AJfo admirable : they are found in great quantities about the 
ftraights of Magellan, near a port called Port Defire : they are very good to eat, b^t 

l * very 



7<S OVAlJLE*S HISTORICAL RELATION OF CHAR. 

very hard to take j for though they wound them with ihot in many places, yet if they 
do not hit them in the head, or the ftomach, they do not yield s 1, they ire as big 
as a colt, and have a lion’s head, with a perfeft mane ; which die females of them 
Have not, neither are they above half as big as the males, and have a thinner Ikin. 
ThoTe who haVe failed through the ftraights, talk much of thefe fea-lions, and do aifo 
mention many other forts of fifhes which they took there, fome of fixteen feet long, 
veryfavoury and good to eat. Antonio de Herrera fays, that there are £fhes taken m 
Santa Maria, out of whofe eyes they take a fort of coarfe pearl, which have a glofs 
like the true ones, and are worn by the women ; and if, as they are foft, they were a 
little hard, they would be better than pearls. 

The fea-wolves or feals, which are found on all the coafts, are innumerably. I 
have feep whole rocks covered with them, and they lay even upon one another, fo as 
fome of them rolled down into the fea again, there not being room for fo many : they 
ate as big as calves, and make a noife like them. 

Antonio de Herrera, in the voyage of Magellan, fays, that in the river of the Crpfs, 
in the Straights, they took one fo large, that without his head, (km and fat, he weighed 
nineteen Caflillan Arrobas. The Indians take them for their fkins, which are very 
hard and ftrong, and fome eat their flefh. As to the plenty* of the ordinary fifh of 
thofe feas, the authors already cited fpeak very advantageoufly of their kinds, parti- 
cularly William Scowten, who coming with his fleet to the ifland of Juan Fernandes, 
in thirty-three degrees and forty-eight minutes, the quantity of fifh they met with 
was fo great, that in a very little time they catched a great quantity of Robalos, 
which is the bell and moft wholefome fifh of all thofe parts. They did not take 
them with nets, becaufe they had not time to land, but with hooks at fea, by the' 
(hip’s fide, and that as faft as they could throw in and pull up. 

What I myfelf have feen, is in the great lake of Rapel, all the fides of it 
Covered with Pejereges, by the vaft quantity of them which came upon Ihe cbaft, 
as the droves of pilchards by the bay of Conception, and in * Chitoe, fo that they 
take them with blankets. 1 have feen the fame droves of tunny-fifh, which come 
leaping over one another’s backs, as if there were not room for them j and indeed, that 
climate being fo favourable to multiplication in all animals on fhore, as (hall be 
fhewed in its proper place, it cannot welj be otherwife as to the fifhes. 


.CHAP. XVIII. — Of the Birds of Chile. 

THE birds and fifhes feem to he brothers of the fame Venter, the Author of nature 
having created them both out of the element of water ; and therefore, to difpatch all 
the creatures of this country, having treated of the firft, it feems that the chain of an 
orderly narration obliges us to fay fomething of the others. To fpeak generally, it 
may be truly faid of the air of that hemifphcre, that it has a great advantage over the 
earth, though fo fertile, fo rich, and fo, delicious, as we have reprefented it ; for though it 
is true, that it now produces the animals and fruits of Europe, with fuch an increafe 
as is wonderful, yet it cannot be denied, that before tKfJSpaniards carried thither the 
feeds and animals which are now fo multiplied, (for they had them not in any fort, 
though perhaps others which fupplied the want of them,) the air, without being at all 
enriched t^y the aqceffion of foreigners, has maintained alwiays fuch an abundance of 
the vwfttfflfe kind, that it needed'no fupplies from Europe, but rather has many to make 
up any one defed. 
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:i'o begin wkfa the kn?g -of them »U> the eagle; there are there abundance of them ; 
thofe which . are called royal or imperial have been feen here only twice; firft, when 
the Spaniards firft tattered that kingdom ; and the fecond time in the year 1640, when 
the A-raucanos fubmitted their untamed necks to their God and the king; they inter- 
preting this as one of the figna of God Almighty's will to incline them to thke that 
refolution which they then took. As for the ordinary eagles, which do not differ much 
from the othgrs, they have always been and are ftill in the country Very common. 
There are likewife bred falcons, fo large ahd ftrong, that for their beauty they have 
been carried from thence, though fo far, as a prefent to the king of Spain ; and they 
are commonly carried to Peru, particularly that kind which are called Primas, or firft, 
though thofe called fecond are very large too. There are befides, all other birds of 
rapine and prey ; and of the finging birds, there are linnets, bull-finches, nightingales, 
blackbirds, and many others, who form fome a bafs, and fome a tenor, with all the 
other parts of harmony, beyond belief, particularly in fummer under the fhades of trees. 

The birds for game, are herons, partridges, wild pigeons, thruihes, turtles, parrots, 
wild ducks of a thoufand forts, fome of one colour, and fome of another, and*all very 
good. The domeftic tame fowls are hens, ducks, geefe, turkeys ; and that nothing 
may be wanting, fwallows in fummer, which go away in winter, as they do in Europe, 
to warmer climates ; fcreech-owls, and other night-birds ; as alfo bats. 

Thefe are the birds of the European kind, which are found in thofe parts, as well 
as I can remember ; and there is hardly a bird here in Europe, that I obferve in the 
fields, that I have not obferved the like lomewhere in Chile, with very little difference. 

Who now can defcribe the variety of native birds of that climate ? which are in fuch 
Variety and abundance, that people are fain, Jo guard their vineyards from them as foon 
as the grapes begin to. ripen ; and yet it is impoflible to hinder them from doing a great 
deal of mifchief, they being fo nimble, and having fo fecure a retreat, though all forts 
of inventfons, fuch as guns, crofs-bows, flings, fcare-crows, are put in ufe ; fo that 
if an y are negligent, they may be fure to find their vintage made to their hand. And 
this mifchief is not only for their vineyards, but likewife for all feeds, which is lain to 
be watched after it is lowed, till it fprouts ; and as foon as the wheat and maize begin 
to ripen, the guards muft be renewed ; for there comes whole armies of birds to attack 
them, and do them as much mifchief as if they were Xerxes’ armies. 

In particular the parrots are fo voracious and greedy, ‘and have a bill that cuts like a 
razor : they come itf flocks of iuch an extent, that when they rife they cover the air, 
and fill it with fuch a confufion of cries, that I cannot find any thing to compare it to. 
This kind of birds is bred all over Chile, in the mountains and in the Cordillera; 
and it is wonderful to fee how exactly they come to an hour, as if they were called 
bj a bell; or had fome notice where and when the fruits were ripe, and in feafon for 
them to enjoy them : they come down fr >m the mountains in the evening ; and the 
noife which they make in flying, though they fly high, is»ti on, that one would think 
them clofe by : they have a Ihrill clear voice, and they fly all fcreaijnng at once, fo 
that their noife is very loud : they are all green and yellow, and have a blue circle 
about their neck, and very good to eat, particularly the young ones. # 

Thofe years which are tofl^rove rainy, as the natives obferve, as foon as the wea- 
ther grows cool, before the winter <beginsj§,pne may fee every evening, for many days, 
gjreat quantities of crpws come down from the Cordillera into >the plains: they come 
about an hour before fun-fet in fquadrons, forming a triangle or pyramid, the point 
xit which is led by oue -Tingle one, before whom none dare gb: the figure they 
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make is mod regular, with great correfpondency to each other, as if they wereflxed 
in the air, and immoveable, fo equal and well-concerted is their flight. , , 

There is likewife a fcird which we call Taltales, or Galinafos ; it is like a duck, 
but has bigger wings ; they are either black on brown, and very voracious of carrion. 
In -the time of flaughtering, which is every year in Chile, of moft beads, there is a 
great deal of fleih loft ; then thefe birds come, as if one had founded a charge to them, 
and fall upon the carrion with fo much greedinefs; that having eatfen^ their fill, they 
cannot rife again, and are eafily knocked on the head with flicks ; the bones of their 
legs are valued to make fciffars, and their quills, which are as thick as one’s finger, 
ferve for harpficals, and other curiofities. Out of this flaughtcring-time they die with 
hunger j but among all the ways they have of maintaining theinfelves, theic, way of 
hunting young goats and laipbs is admirable: they fit upon high trees, and from 
thence they fpy the flocks of ftieep and goats, watching till any of the young ones 
ftray from the guard of its dam, as they often do, either flaying behind to feed, or 
'climbing fome rock : this the Taltale quickly feeing, and that the young-pne is far from 
the defence either of the Ihepherd or old-one, it leaps upon it, and the firll thing 
it does, is to peck out its eyes, and eat its brains ; which it does fo quick, that though 
it cry, and the Ihepherd or mother comes to its relief, it is too late. Very like to 
thefe are another fort of bird, both as to bignefs, colour and fhape, and its difpofition 
to prey ; they call them Peuques, only they are fomcthing lefs, and of a nicer diet, 
being pleafed with nothing but hens or chickens, which they take very dexteroufly ; 
they are fo bold and nimble, as to get into a hen-rooft, and carry away their prey, 
even in prefence of the owners, without being flopped or prevented. 


«• 

CHAP. XIX. — The fame matter is purfued, and the flying of Hawks treated of. 

'•* 

AMONGST the great number of birds which are bred in, the lakes and ponds, 
and on the fea-fide, which are of great variety, none are more remarkable than the 
birds called Flamencos ; they are white and fcarlet, bigger than turkeys, but fo long- 
legged that they walk through a lake with great gravity, the water not touching their 
feathers by a foot or two : the Indians Relight m making works of their white and 
fcarlet feathers, for their dances and their feafts. 

There is another bird, called the Child-bird, becaufe it looks like* a Twaddled cHild 
with its arms at liberty : I have not feen them any where but at fea : perhaps they 
are the fame, called Penguins, of which frequent mention is made by thofe who pafs 
the ftraights of Magellan : they are generally painted in the maps ; and they fay, 
there are abundance of them in thofe parts, and that they are good meat. 

There are other birds which furnilh the tufts of feathers, called Herons-feathers, 
which though fo narrow, yet are fo valued, that formerly every feather was worth 
two rials: thofe which grow under their wings are larger and better, though thofe 
on their heads, which they wear as aigrettes, are very fine. There are but few of 
this kind of birds ; for they do not increafe fo much as others. There are more of, 
that kind called Garcolas, which ferve for foldiers’ feathers, and other ornaments. 
There are many others of great variety ofjpcolours, of which the Indians ufe to make 
their ornaments, called Mallengues, which are made for the head like a garland of 
moft fine colours of wool, and in that they flick a jdume of feathers, for their,, dances 
and days of rejoicing. 
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The birds called by the Indians, Voycas, are very famous among them, in whofe 
notes, at cettim times and places, they find great myfteries, prognoitkating by them, 
either their own, or their children’s, or their friend’s death or ficknefs, pr other mif- 
fortune ; and they remain with great apprehenfion and fear. %The Spaniards caJJ thefe 
birds Pechicolorados, that is, marked on the bread: ; becaufe there is no fcarlet deeper, 
nor brighter,- than the red on their bread : the other feathers of their wings and 
body are brown. There are other very little ones, called Pinguedas, whofe body is 
not much bigger than an almond : thefe live upon flowers ; and that they may come 
at the .honey of them, nature has given them a bill, which, when it is fhut, is like 
a needle to fow with ; and for this reafon they feed flying, like bees, from flower 
to flower, without lighting but very feldom on a branch of it, and that very (lightly. 
Thefe thirds are of the greateft beauty imaginable ; for if they were made of poliflied 
gold, they could not fhine brighter : they have a green mingled with this gold colour. 
The males are diftinguilhed from the females, in that they have on the head a lively 
orange colour, which is like fire. Thofe on the other fide of the Cordillera are yet 
more beautiful, becaufe their tail is alfo of the colour of their head ; and though they 
have fo little a body, their tail is a foot long, and two inches broad. * 

There is likewife a very odd bird, to which the Spaniards have given the name of 
Wood-Pecker ; becaufe, though they arc but little, they have fo ftrortg and fharp^a 
bill, that they form their nefts with it in the trees, forming a hollow place fit for them 
as exaftly as if they had an inftrumcnf to do it. Of thele I have feen but few ; but 
there are great numbers of a kind of birds, called Condores, which are as white as 
ermine, and of their (kins they make muffs, it being of a very foft touch, and ex- 
tremely warm ; but the bellies of the buzzards are much more lo, being admirable to 
make ftomachcrs to cover the pit of the ftomach, and help digeftion, 

I have not fecn fuch variety of birds on (he other fide of the Cordillera ; and the 
caufe, I believe, is the drynefs of the land, and the want of that fhelter of woods and 
groves wnich ar§ on Chile fide ; but in thofe plains, called the Pampas, there are Fran- 
colins to be found, which are a fort of wild hens, and as big, but much better meat, 
and of a higher relifh. There arc likewife oftriches, which are a mighty bird, and 
very numerous there.. They often find their nelts, and* in them fuch a quantity of eggs, 
as one neft will feed a great company ; one of them alone being beaten and fried, makes 
a pancake big enough to dine feveral people : their feathers are employed for umbrel- 
las to keep off the {yu, and other good ufes. 

. It is a pfcafant fight to fee«the taking of the Francolins : the Indian, with a firing 
made at one end into a running knot or noofe, at the other, having a little piece of 
(harp cane fattened to it, goes out to find them, which, when he has done, he draws 
gently near, fo as not to fright his game , when he is at a due diftance, he begins to 
gft round the bird, making with the cane feveral circles over his head. The Fran- 
colin is of its own nature a very fearful bird, and fimple, and dares not rife, 
becaufe he* thinks he is encompaffed round, but goes ii to Me middle of the circle; 
where the Indian leffening Hill his rounds, follows it, fo that at laft it fquats down upon 
the ground, and lets the Indian put the noofe over its head ; which, when he has done, 
touching it on the wing with the (harp end of the cane, the bird flies up, and draws 
the noofe clofc, and fo is catched like the fifties by an angling-rod. 

It is not fo eafy to catch the olfriches f for though they do not fly, yet they have 
fuch large wings, thit though a greyhound be very fwifi, if the bird has law of him, 
he will hardly overtake him ; but if by chance he comes up w^th him by furprife, 
or otherwife, it is wonderful to fee the art the oftrich ufes to avoid his teeth ; for 
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when the dog is juft going to feize, the oftrich lets down one of his wings, and fixes 
it to the ground, covering with it its whole body : the greyhound thinking' he has him 
fure, takes hold with open mouth ; but he fills it only with feathers, ana is cheated ; 
for immediately the oftmch, before the dog can clear his mouth, fets a running, and 
gets a good length before him ; and often efcapes, if the greyhound does not make 
extraordinary hafte to overtake it. *■ 

This is a very diverting fport ; but that which is ufed in Chile with ‘falcons is much 
more fo : not to fly partridges, for that is a known fport every where ; but with 
another fort of bird, which the Indians call Quulteu, from the found of its note when 
it lings, which founds fo. Thefe are as big as hens, and have very large wings, and 
upon their wings they have, in the joining place, provided by nature for their defence, 
certain lharp points. The Spaniards call thefe birds Friers, either becaufe they®always 
go two and two, or three and three, or becaufe the colour and order of their feathers 
is fo, that one would really think they have a hood and a frock. 

For this fport it is not enough to have one Falcon, but there muft be two, and 
thofe very ‘well taught, and dexterous to affift one another. There ufes to be very good 
company to fee the engagement, as we may call it ; for it is worth feeing. Coming 
then to the place thefe birds haunt, which is generally foine meadow or watery ground, 
(for that they never forfake, their laft defence being in the water, as foon as they are 
fprung) one at a time, the fportfman flies one falcon at them, who, as if he minded 
not his game, endeavours to get as high as he can, and get the wind of his prey, who, 
at the feme time, does the fame thing, and contends for place with his enemy ; fo 
that they both get almoft out of fight ; but at laft the falcon having the better wing 
prevails. When he has got advantage enough over him, he comes down upon him, 
like lightning ; but the Quulteu defends himfelf, either by avoiding the blow, or by 
oppofing the armed points of his wings ; upon which often theun wary hawk is wounded 
in the breaft. When the fportfman fees the engagement laft too long, fearing his 
hawk may tire, or be balked before the victory declares for him, he loofes 'his other 
falcon to help the firfl, which being frelh, foon joins his companion, and both 
together fall upon the Quulteu, but not at the fame time, left they Ihould hinder one 
another : one gives him a blow,’ and then the other another ; and fo, though he make 
a good deferfbe, he is forced to yield, which he does, by making away for the water, 
where he has his laft retreat to defend his life: here he expe&s his enemies upon 
his back, with the points of his armed wings turned towards jtham : the Falcon 
defpifing the danger, comes down with all his force, and feizing her with, one foot, 
tears her to pieces; but it is not without receiving fometimes dangerous wounds. 
The viftory does not always coft fo dear; for that is according to the ftrength 
of the contenders. I omit the fhooting of wild-fowl in the fens and waters, which 
is neverthelefs very entertaining, as are likewife the Indians' ways with nets, noofee, 
arrows, night-lights; nay, the manner of catching the falcons themfelves is as 
divertirm : it is done with fine nets, in which they involve them, that "they may 
not hu* their wings. « 

This is fufficient about the birds;, and fince we are in the region of the air, fo 
pear *heaven, let us fey fomething of it before we come down tcv the earth again. 
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CHAP. XX. — Of the Heaven, and Stars , which are proper to the Kingdom and Region* 

of Ch ile. 

It is the common opinion «of all thofe that have feen and dwelled in Chile, tfiat its 
foil and heaven, if they have their equal, have not their fuperior in the world ; and 
though fome,fay the ftars of the artick pole Are larger than thofe of the antarctick, yet 
as to their brightnefs and beauty, and the light they give, and as to their numbers, 
with f the cleariiefs of the heavens where they are, there is none but mull own the 
advantage on the fide of the antarctick. We may give, as a natural reafon of this, the 
temper of the climate, both as to the air and earth ; for though there are in it fo many 
rivers, as we have obferved, yet they being rapid, and fwift in their courfe, do not 
caufe overmuch humidity by their ftay, but afford only w'hat is neceflary for its 
fertility ; and, of the two extremes, the country is rather dry than ntoift, particularly 
as far as thirty-four or thirty -five degrees, as is manifeltly made out by tv#o experi- 
ments : firft, by the facility with which all wounds are cured, which ufe to be much 
longer in wet countries ; and, fecondly, it is proved from the habitations and houfes, 
where the belt apartments are reputed to be on the firft floor, they being looked upton 
in fummer for cooleft, and in winter for warmeft ; and, though they are watered every 
day in the year, and the floors molt commonly but of earth, not at all upon vaults, yet they 
are never unhealthy ; and there is no need of board-flooring, or mats, let the«vinter be 
never fo {harp. This is a convincing argument, that the country inclines to drynefs 
rather than to humidity ; from whence it follows, that the fun raifes fewer vapours ; 

* and therefore the air being clearer, the brightnefs of the ftars is more confpicuous ; and 
for this reafon the fun lets and rifes fo glorious, calling out refplendent beams of light, 
which is not fo on the other fide of the Cordillera ; for there I have feen the fun pretty 
high, astf its whole body vifible, and yet no ways dazzling, the vapours of the earth 
taking away the radiant beauty of its beams. 

* The experience of this is yet more admirable to thofe who fail from Peru for Chile ; 
for though they keep out a great way from land, yet they know prcfently by the 
horizon when they come to the height of Chile ; for they begin to fee it all difengaged 
from clouds and ferene, gilded and glorious, and its beauty increafing upon them every 
day, as they .gain, more heighth towards the pole. On the contrary, when they fail 
for the line,from Chile, the nearer they grow to the tropick, that light and fplendor 
grows duller and duller ; ib that in my voyage for Panama, I faw all the horizon 
muddy, fad, and clouded, which continued till I got to the Ilavanna; where being in 
eighteen degrees north latitude, the horizon cleared up and grew every day better and 
better, till we got to Spain. 

So much for the clearhefs and beauty of the heavens a " ft ftars, which may be con- 
firmed by all thofe who have feen the place ; but it is ru t c' the bignefs of tlm. ftars. 
The aftrologers pretend, that the contemplation of them, and their meafure, Delongs 
entirely to their art, and underftanding beft the difpofition of the celeftial fphere ; but, 

« in my judgment, they who can beft fpeak of this matter, are thofe who have feen both 
poles, as is well obferved by John and Theodore de Bry, in the eighth and ninth part 
of their twelve curious books, where they relate variety of hiftories, obfervations, and 
voyages, which have been in the North and South America, as far as the ftraights of 
Magellan. They report then the opinions of learned men, who,* in failing on the 
South-Sea, obferved what I {hall here produce, tranflated faithfully from their elegant 
Latin into our vulgar tongue, in thefe words : 
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** The learned of our nation, who have failed on the South-Sea, do relate to us many 
things of that iky, and its ftars, as well of their number, as beauty and bignefs ; and my 
opinion is, that the ftars we fee here, are no ways preferable to the meridional ones ; 
but father do affirm, without difpute, that thofe ftars which are near the antarctick pole 
are more in number, and brighter and bigger.” 

He adds, befides, fpeaking of the ftars of the conftellation of the Cruzero, that their 
fplendors and beauty are extraordinary, and that the Via Ladea, or Milky- Way, is much 
brighter in thefe parts. This is all from thofe authors. 

Peter Theodore, a moll lkilful pilot and aftronomer, relates in particular the ftars of 
that hemifphere, and the fourteen figures or conftellations they make. The firft is the 
Cameleon, which contains ten ftars ; the fecond is the Indian Afpick, made up of four 
ftars ; the third is the Flying-Fifh, which is made up of feven ; the fourth called the 
Filh Dorado, is compofed of five ; the fifth is called the Hydra, and is of fifteen ; the 
bird Toncan. which is the fixth, has eight ftars ; and the Phoenix, which is the feventh, 
has fourteen ; the Crane has thirteen, which is the eighth ; in Noah’s Dove, which is 
the ninth, there appears eleven ; the Indian Sagittary, which is the tenth, has twelve; 
the Peacock, which is the eleventh, is compofed of fixteen ; the Bird of Paradife, other- 
wife called Maaucodiata, has twelve ; the thirteenth is the Triangle, and contains five ; 
and the laft is the Cruzero, in which are four, which make a crol's, with a little one 
clofe by it, which makes the foot of the crofs. And though this Cruzero is the guide 
of thofe %ho fail in the South-Sea, as the Cynofura is to thofe who navigate the North- 
Sea, yet it is not immediately at the pole, but thirty degrees from it ; but there being 
no ftars of that bignefs near it, it is made ufe of for that effect, but not for the needle ; 
for that in either fea, whether fouth or north latitude, always turns to the north, 
though when one is in the South-Sea, the whole globe of the earth, or the bell part of 
it, is between them and the north, according to the circle that the Cruzero makes. 
The fixed point of the pole feems to be between two, as it were, great clouds, though 
they are not fuch, but clufters of ftars, not well diftinguilhable, 1 l'uch as compofe the 
Via Ladlea ; and they are always fixt, without ftirring ; and when the heavens are 
clear, they ;\re brighter, and Better feen. There are other ftars nearer thefe clouds 
than the Cruzero ; bdt not being fo big, there is little notice taken of them, but only 
of the Cruzero ftars, which are indeed very beautiful, and fliine with great five- 
linefs. 


CHAP. XXI. — Of the Animals , as well proper , as new comers to the Kingdom of 
Chile ; and a\fo of the Bexoar-Jloncs . 

TILL tne Spaniards came to thefe American parts, there never had been feen in 
them qjfcher cows, horfes, Iheep, hogs, houfe-cats, nor rabbits tame or wild : nor dogs, 
except thofe calfed cur-dogs ; but no hounds, greyhounds, nor other dogs, for game, 
either by land or water ; no maftiffs, nor little dogs, which we call lap-dogs ; no goats, 
nor afles : but as foon as the Spaniards were fettled in Chile, and found the land fo 
proper for the breed of cattle and flocks, they have increased them to a degree of 
fuperfluity ; fo that there is not only enough for*the fupport of human life; but alfo 
for thofe animals who are carnivorous ; for, as we .have feen above, in the flaughtering 
time, much flelh lies wafte in the fields, fo that it is neceflary to burn it, andjthrow it 
into lakes and rivers, to hinder its corrupting the air. That which in other parts is 
called a calamity and defolation of the country, which is a murrain among cattle, in 
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Chile is thought a neceflary purge of the too great abundance of it. This may feem 
a paradox j but yet is founded upon experience, becaufe the cattle increafing as it does, 
and the land being fo good, that it fattens them to a wonderful degree, (there being ' 
often taken out pf one cow an hundred and fifty pounds weight of tallow, each pound 
of fixtecn ounces,) there is enough to do to get a vent for it. The fame may b§ faid 
of the hides ; for though Peru, where the ben: part of the confumption is made, is fo 
great, yet fuch is the prod u ft of Chile, that it wants another Peru to confume it ; for 
this reafon it? is a, gain to lofe the increafe of the cattle, for then the profit is more, 
with lefs troublp and coft of fervants. In the beginning of the fettlement in Chile, 
Don Antonio de Herrera fays, that horfes were commonly fold for a thoufand pieces 
of eight a horfe ; and Gareilaffo fays, that at firft a horfe did not ufe to be fold in 
Perft at all, except upon the death of the owner, or upon his returning to Spain ; and 
in that cafe they were fold for four, five, or fix thoufand pieces of eight a horfe. He 
fays, he himfelf knew a foldier who had an excellent horfe, and that a negro going one 
day by with him in his hand, a gentleman, who faw them, fent to offer the foldier ten 
thoufand pieces of eight for the horfe and negro, which he refilled with contempt : 
but fince that time horfes have multiplied fo, that there being not people enough to 
feed and tend them, they are fallen extremely. The cows too have increafed fo as,, to 
cover the fields ; and it is a wonderful thing to fee in thofe great plains of Tucuman 
and Buenos Ayres, vail herds of them feeding, without any other matter than the firft 
that will take them if he can. I have feen in Chile, in the territory of St. Jago, horfes 
already drefled for war, fold for two crowns a piece, to fupply the army, and yet for 
lhape, courage, and good qualities, they yield to no Neapolitan horfe 1 ever fat|f; no, 
.nor to the Andaluzes, from whom they are defeended ; for they have had nb reafon 
to degenerate in fo good a land. The cows too, which were at firft out of all price, 

I have feen fold for a crown a piece, and the calves for half a crown : the lheep, fuch 
as I havf feen bought in flocks for Cuyo and Tucuman, have been fold for three- 
pence, or three,halfpence a piece. 

Theodore, and John de Bry, do mention fome author who fays, that rats were 
likewife ftrangers to Chile, and were carried thither .by an Antwerp Ihip that patted 
the ftraights of Magellan : they mutt not mean the ordinary houfe-r^s and mice, 
but thofe great ones which have a large tail, and are about a foot long : they are 
called Pericotes, and are very mifehievous. This ihip, without doubt, took port 
in fome of thofe* of Chile, where it left thefe animals, fo prejudicial and hard to 
deftroy ; f<3r they refill the cats, and it is a flout one that can kill them. But it is a 
wonderful thing to obferve, that though in fea-towns the magazines, fhops, and 
warehoufes, are full of them, yet they never go further into the land, whiefrthey 
might eafily do, by fo much carriage as the commerce of thofe parts requires. I 
bdieve the air of the Cordillera does not agree with them, and fo may have killed 
thofe which have been carried by chance with goods ; fo. I 'u not remember I ever 
faw one in St. Jago, nor in any town far from the fea fide. 

Among the animals that are proper to Chile, the firft may be* reckoned thofe 
which are called the fheep of that country : they are of the lhape of camels, not 
fo big, nor vaft, and without the bunch that camels have : they are white, black, 
brown, and fome are afh-colourefi. The authors above cited fay, that anciently 
they ferved te plow the land in fome parts, before there were oxen in it; nay, in 
the relation of George Spilberg and. his fleet, it is faid, the Dutch patting by the ifland 
of Mociia, faw the Indians ufe them in that work. • 
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They are made ufe of at this time in fome parts, for carriage of wine, wheat, maize, 
and other provifions ; and I remember to have feen them about thirty years ago ferve 
to carry water at St-Jago from the river to the houfes, for the ufe of the family ; bur 
now they are not at all employed there in this kind of labour, there Ijeing fuch quan- 
tities,, of mules and affes for all that fervice. Thefe fheep have their upper lip flit, with 
which they do, as it were, fpit at thofe who vex them and the children, who ufe to 
do it, when they fee them ready to fpit, run away ; for they know, and it is a common 
truth, that wherever their fpitting falls, it caufes a fcab ; and having a vefry long neck, 
about three feet long, they ufe thefe defenfive arms the better. Their wool is extremely 
valued ; for of it are woven cloaks or mantles fo tine, that they look like camblet : 
they govern them by a kind of bridle, which they put through holes in their ears, 
and fo by pulling the reigns, turn them which way they will : they kneel down to be 
loaded, and when the loading is well fitted and fattened, they rife and carry it 
very gravely. 

There are likewife natural to that country a fort of little rabbits, called by the 
Indians Pegues, which they eat with much pleafure : they are wild. The taking of 
them is very good fport : for they carry water in great tubs to their holes ; and though 
they are very deep, and have fecret fifties and correfpondcncies with each other under 
ground, to avoid being purfued by the hunters or their dogs, yet the water overcomes 
them; and while they fly from it, the Indians watch for them at their other holes, and 
with their dogs take them as they come out to avoid the water. 

There are another fort of little rabbits, which are like thefe, but they are tame, and 
the Indians call them C.uyes, which are alfo very good meat : they are of pretty colours, 
and fpotted: they are very common every where. 

The fquirrels are not fo ; and 1 do not know they are to be found any where in 
Chile, but in the valley of Guafco : they are grey or afh-coloured, and their fkins are 
mightily valued for furs, for their warmth and fmenefs of the touch. 

The animals called Guanacos, Chamois, or wild goats, are very like thefe country 
fheep, as well in their fhape as motions ; but they are of a different colour ; for they 
are red, of a clear colour : they never can be tamed, but go in flocks, feeding in the 
fields ; and if is as much as a very fwift horfe can do to overtake them running ; and 
if they have the leal! (tart of them, they feem to play with them ; for by an eafy gallop, 
they make the horfe ftrain ; in which they “are much helped by their long legs, for by 
them they gain more ground at every reach : yet it is very eafy to satcii the young ones, 
or thofe that are not ufed to he hunted ; becaufc being foValJ, and their bones, becaufe 
of their youth, not well knit, they are eafily tired ; fo that by following a flock of them 
on h&rfebuck with dogs, (and they go three or four hundred in a flock,) the young 
ones are forced to lag behind, and fome are killed by the dogs, fome are knocked on 
the head with a flick by the hunter. I have feen them bring thus three or four defad 
at a time. And this is not only a pleafant, but a ufeful fport ; for the fleflt of thefe 
young ones is like kid’s fleflt, and is eaten frefh : but that of the old ones is not fo, 
but dried and ftnoaked : it is the belt of that kind in the world. • 

Thefe creatures breed, in a bag they have under the belly, the bezoar-ftones, which 
are fo valued againtt poifon, and malignant fevers, good to rejoice the heart, and other 
admirable effects. The matter out of which they are made, are herbs of great virtue, 
which thefe animals eat to cure themfelves of any thing they ail, and prefevve themfelves 
from the poifon of any venomous creature, as ferpents, or poifonous plants, and other 
accidents. 
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Thefe ftones are found in the oldeft Guanacos ; and the reafon i%%hat their natural 
heat not being altogether fo ftrong as the heat of the young ones».m‘ey cannot convert 
into their fubftance all the humour of the herb they take to remedy their indifpofition ; 
and fo nature Infc provided, that what remains may be dcpolited in that bag, and be 
made a Hone to cure in men .the fame infirmities : according to this notion one may 
obferve, that the ftone is compofed of feveral coats, fome thicker and fomc thinner, 
according to the quantity of matter that is gathered together at each time, juit as a wax 
candle is made by feveral coats given it at feveral times to form its bignefs. 

It is likewife a thing well experienced, that in thole countries, where there are 
molt vipers and other poifonous anitnals, thefe Hones are mod plentiful ; and the 
caufo is manifolt, becaufe thefe animals, and the deer-kind, do beat fo much ground 
for their livelihood, they are more expofed to venomous creatures, which, when trod 
upon, wound them forely, and they run naturally to their remedy in thefe herbs ; 
and as they do this more frequently in thofe parts where they receive moll damage, by 
confequence there are more of thefe ftones engendered. 

From hence it happens, that in thofe parts of Cuyo, there is a greater quantity" of 
thefe bezoar-ftoncs to be had, than in that which we call properly Chile; for there are 
many vipers and poifonous creatures, of which Chile is very free, as we have faid : 
and yet there are taken fomc ftones here, but the great dt part come from Cuyo ; to 
which likewife it is of fome confiderafion, that there are bred more Guanacos and Hags 
than in Chile ; for that country being not fo populous, and having fuch vail plains, 
thefe animals have room enough for food and for increafe : but it is not fo towards 
the fea-fide of Chile, for that being very populous, and lull of cattle and flocks, 
'there is no room for the wild ones, except upon the edges of the Cordillera, from 
whence they come down info the plains fometiines. 

The bignefs of thole ftones is in proportion to the animal that breeds them ; the 
mod certain rule is, that if they are little, there are many in the bag, and fewer if 
large ; and fomfctime.;, when very large, there is but one. I carried with me to Italy 
one that weighed thirty-two ounces ; and yet that was not it which made it the molt 
valuable, but its virtues and lhape, for it was a perfect oval, as if it had been turned 
by a t urner : the Indian who found it had feventy pieces of eight for it ; becaufe when 
a great ftone is found, it is not Ibid by weight, but according to the eftimation of 
the owner, and foe bigger the dearer. 

The virtue of thefe bezoar-ftoncs is very well known and experienced ; and people 
of quality take them, not only in the time of their fickrefs, but alfo in health, to pre- 
ferve it : the way of ufing them is to put them whole into the veffel that holds pit her 
the wine or water, or into the glafs out .-f which one drinks, and the longer they ftay 
in, the more virtue they communicate. And if a perfon be not much indifpofed, 
there is no need of ufing them any other way ; but if •” v y one fliould be attacked 
by any diftemper of confequence, and be lick at heart, or be ifeded with melancholy 
fits, it would have more virtue to grate a little of the ftone .to powder, and 
drink it ; whatfoever way it is taken, it comforts the heart, purifies the blood ; and 
the ufing of it is looked upon as a prel'ervative againlt all infirmities. 

There are alfo bred in the Pampas, or the plains of Cuyo, many hares ; and one 
fort, called Gjirichinchos, whole flefli taftes like that of fucking pigs. But the greateft 
increafers are foe Guanacos, and the deer. It has been faid already, that in Chile there 
are but few, for the reafons alledged; but there is great quantity of wild cows and 
wild marcs, wh'ch came at firlt from fome which went aitray, by the negligence of 
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owners ; and being once in thofe mountains, they have increafed fo wonderfullyUgthat 
they are become a game, and many go to kill them, or take them for profit. 


CHAP. XXII. — Of the Trees growing in Chile. 

AMONGST other obligations which the land of America has to Spain, one is, the 
having enriched it with fo many noble plants, trees, and feeds, which it wanted ; for 
before the Spaniards conquered it, there were not in all America either vines, fig-trees, 
olive-trees, apple-trees, melicotoons, peaches, auberges, quinces, pears, pomegranates, 
cherries, apricots, plumbs, oranges, lemons, citrons, nor almonds. As for feeds, there 
was neither wheat, barley, nor oats, anifeed, coriander-feed, cumin, nor oreganum, lint- 
feed, flax, peafe, beans, nor cabbage, lettice, raddifhes, cardoons, chicory, nor indive, 
berenguenas, gourds, melons, cucumbers, parfley, garlick, nor onion. But inflead of 
thefe trees, fruits, and plants, the Author of nature had provided them with others of 
great tilt and good rclijfh, fuch as maize, all over America : Frifoles, Las Papas el 
Madi, Los Capallos, and fonie others, are proper only to Peru, and the land within 
the tropicks ; the Camotes, Guayabas, Mammeycs, Plantanos, Zipitapotes, Anones, 
Nifperos, Aquacates, Pinnas, Guanabanas, Papayas, Pitabayas, and many others, which, 
though highly commended, do not generally come up to the relifh of the European 
fruits. And the bread and wine has been a fingular addition to them, fuch as the In- 
dians value more than all their product, and particularly the wine, which is their chief 
delight ; as for bread, they value it, but not fo much. 

Though America is obliged to Europe for all this addition, yet Chile much more, 
as having the greateft advantage by it, and with more plenty than any other part of the 
new world ; for though all that we have named of European plants are to be found 
fomewhere, yet not all every where ; for in fome there grows corn, and not’-wine ; in 
others, both thofe, and not oil ; in others, neither corn, wine, nor oil', but other fruit- 
trees. The fame thing may be faid of ,the animals to eat ; fome have beef, others ‘mut- 
ton, others pork, which on the continent is a delicacy, and is given to the fick ; fo 
that running* over all America, we may find that this communication of new creatures 
has reached fome parts for one thing, and fome for another. But as for the kingdom 
of Chile, it may be faid to have been totalfy obliged and enriched^ for all the trees, 
feeds, plants, and all the animals, &c. of Europe, arc to be iflund there, and that 
almoft in every part of it, for it is rare to fee any thing take in one place, and not in 
another ; but if it does, they may eafily have it from their neighbours, if it be not fo 
good, or not at all with them. 

In the third chapter of this book, we have already mentioned how all thefe Euro- 
pean fruits and feeds take in Chile, but we can never enough dilate upon that fubjeft : 
it will hardly be believed by moft people, particularly by thofe, who, never having 
been out of theij own country, are fo in love with it, as not to imagine there can be 
any equal to it, much lefs exceed it ; and we relating things fo diftant, of* which we 
cannot bring ocular witneffes, we are the more liable to contradiction ; but fince we 
are writing a hiftory, we muft fpeak the truth as we know it, and it really is. 

Some trees do not exceed in bignefs thofe of Europe of the fame kind, as cherry- 
trees, quince-trees, almond, peach, and pomegranate-trees, olive, orange, lemon, and 
citron-trees, melicotoons ; which laft, in Tucuman/are neverthelefs very large, and to 
that degree, that tnree or four men fometimes cannot embrace the body of one of 
thofeftrees, I have feen fome apple-trees as big as elm-trees j the pear-trees are yet 
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biggjjjfc and much more the mulberry-trees, and walnut-trees ; though as to their fruit, 
it isnot fo large as that of Europe, the nuts having the fhell as thick again, and by 
confequerice lefs meat. This is as to the garden-trees brought from Europe. 

As for the trees natural to that country, they are of two forts, the one is fruit-trees, 
the other not : of the firft, I find only three kinds or fpecies of thofe, which are 
likewife in Europe, which are the avellanos, or hafel-nut, the pine-tree, and the algar- 
rabos, or cod-tree. Of thofe which are not properly fruit-trees, there are the laurel, 
the oak, the willow, the cyprefs, which are in great abundance, and very large ; out 
of thefe they have boards very fit for boxes and trunks, which are no ways pieced, 
but of one plank ; the doors and coverings of the churches are alfo of this cyprefs- 
wood. 

Thefe trees grow ruoft commonly in the precipices of the Cordillera, which being 
very deep, the cyprefles are extremely large and tall, for they llioot up till their tops 
can be warmed by the fun-beams ; fo that they are as llraight as a wax-candle, and of 
fo fine a frnell and perfume, that though it be fo plentiful, it bears a good price, and a 
greater in Peru, to which it is carried, as well as the cedar, which does not* fell fo 
well, becaufe there are more of them. 

Thefe cedar-trees are without comparifon bigger, and have larger heads than the 
cyprefs-trees, and of one of them are made feveral planks ; but more of this when we 
come to fpcak of the ifland of Chiloe, for there they are larger than in any other part. 
The colour of the wood is red when it is firll worked, but in time, and by degrees, it 
lofes that lively colour, and comes to be of a kind of walnut-tree colour ; the planks are 
of the falhion of cedar planks, not fo fubject to the worm, but more eafy to work. 

• The oak alfo yields very large planks, for they thrive exceedingly, and grow very 
thick j fome of them arc white, and the wood of them is corruptible ; others are red, 
'and incorruptible. 

The planks from the Paragua-tree arc the mofl in ufo, but lefs valuable. The 
tree is a handfomc branching tree, keeping its leaves green all the year : they are like 
elms.’ 

The mod common wood of all, and that of which, there is molt plenty, which 
ferves for the covering of lioul'es and roofs, is the cinnamon-wood. Thefe a^e very large 
trees, of a beautiful afpett ; they keep their leaves all the year, and are like that which 
in Italy they call the laurel-royal. The Guayac-tree is bred in the mountain or Cor- 
dillera, and from fherce has its hardrsefs and heavinefs, which is fuch, that it is like 
iron ; and the bails made of it. to play at billiard, are almolt as hard as the ivory ones ; 
the tree is no large tree, and the heart of the wood is a yellow mixed with green ; the 
deco&ion of it is good for many infirmities The fandal-trec is very odoriferous ; there 
are great quantities of them in the iflands which are named from Juan Fernandes ; it 
is a prefervative againfl the plague, and is 11ft d by the confelfors, and others, who are 
bound to approach infeded people. There are other trees : u fhrubs of admirable 
virtue, for feveral infirmities, of which the Indians have a particular knowledge, and 
perform admirable cures with them. * 

Th^ fruit-trees bred in the mountains are many, and of great variety : let us firft 
treat of that which indeed carries the palm, not only becaufe of its name, but that 
its height, beauty, and abundance, and that of its molt excellent fruit, challenges the 
firft place among all the reft. 

They grow generally upon the mountains, and in precipices, 1 b thick together, that 
feeing them at a diftance, one would think they were a clump let by hand ; they 
are very thick and high ; all the body of the tree is naked till the top or firft fprout ; 
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its nature is to lo|e all its old branches as the new ones come out ; by which jtfjfens, 
the body of the tree riling free, and difencumbered from fuch boughs as ufe inroher 
trees to grow out of the fides of them, is totally employed in feeding the top j and the 
fruit which grows within it, being, as it were, a pyramid round it,, to preferve it by 
the admirable texture of its leaves and branches which incompafs it. 

Thefe palm-trees have a wonderful property, and moll certain, which is, that none 
of them give their fruit, except they are in light of each other ; and if it happens that 
one comes up alone, without a companion, though it thrive to a great largenefs, yet 
it never bears, except another be planted by it, and this they call the female ; and as 
foon as the female is planted, though never fo little a one, yet the great ones bear, 
and the fecond in its time, when it is big enough : I have feen the experience of this ; 
and it is a thing well known to all. The fruit of thefe trees is called Cocoas, and is 
like filberts, though bigger by half, and the meat within the Ihell is not folid, but 
hollow, and is, round the edge, about the thicknefs of a crown-piece, and in the reft 
of the hollow is a kind of milk, or water, of an excellent relilh ; and fo is the flelh of 
it, whicli is white, and ferves to preferve the liquor like a viol, which Hays in it till it 
be imbibed by the cocoa, which happens in fome months ; and then they are not fo 
good to eat as when they are freih ; but then they are good to preferve, as almonds 
are, and other kernels of that nature. 

Antonio de Herrera, and other authors, fay, that thefe cocoas are good again ft poifon ; 
and nature feenis to fet a value upon it, by the many covers in which it is involved ; 
firft, the kernel is covered with a (hell harder than that of the almond, then it has an- 
other cover of a green colour, and fometimes yellow, which is woven fo clol'e about 
it, and fo ftrongly, that when it is green, it is eafier to break it than to peal it off. 
The fruit grows clofc to a (talk, which fometimes will have above a thoufand on it ; and 
this is environed by a great Ihell, which grows bigger and bigger'with that bunch it con- 
tains, till at laft the fruit makes it burft and open into two parts, which ar$ like two 
boats, each above half a yard long, and two fpans diameter in the broadeft place, and 
the bunch within all of a fine yellow, very beautiful to look on. It hangs on the 
branches till it be ripe, and then falls to the ground, where it is gathered, and great 
provifion is jnade of it for Peru ; for befides their being made a fweetmeat, the chil- 
dren rid the merchants of them for play-things, it being one of their greateft enter- 
tainments. 

The palm-trees which bear dates do not feem to be natural, to* this country, but 
brought from abroad ; for I never faw them, as others, ‘wild in the fields, 'but only in 
gardens. 

There are other fruit-trees wild, which come in the fields, and are called Pengue ; 
they have a red fruit, fomething bigger and more oval than the filberts ; theie the 
Indians eat boiled with other ingredients. There are alfo trees called Magues, which 
are very beautiful and cooling ; the leaves are admirable againft a burn ; the fruit is 
black like a myrtle-berry ; it is very well reliftied, having a dulce-piquantc very agree- 
able ; it blackens the mouth and hands when it is eaten, and, for that ‘reafon, the 
more civilized people do not ufe it fo much. There are alfo fruits of which the Indies 
make their fermented liquors, whofe names and properties I cannot call to mind ; only 
I know there is great variety of them ; and I can remember one called Quelu : the fruit 
is very tweet and finall, between red and yellow ; of this they make a ’drink extraor- 
dinarily fweet. They make another drink of that which they call Iluigan, and the Spa- 
niards, Molle ; it* is of the fhape and rdnur like pepper ; the tree on which they grow 
is but little, but a great bearer : this drink is very agreeable, and coveted even by the 
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gHfeit ladies. The raoft common drink of the Indians is made of maize, which is 
' tneor dinar y bread and fuftenance of the Indians. 

Let us end with the tree called Murtilla; though, if we belieu* the authors who 
treat of it, it deferves to be ranked in the firft place. Antonio de Herrera fpeaks lo 
well of this tree in the ninth decade of his Hiftory of the Indies, Book IX., and* folio 
347, that I will relate only what he fays, and that in his own words, which are as 
follows : — “ There is a kind of fruit of trees that grow on the mountains, which gpow 
from thirty-feven degrees upwards, and in thofe countries it is a common iood ; the 
natives call it Uni, and the Caltillans, Murtilla. It is red, and like a fmall grape, 
fomething bigger than a fwollen pea ; its lhape and colour is like the pomegranate 
graips, its fmell and talle agreeable, and not unlike a grape. It has little grains like 
a fig, which are almoft imperceptible to the tongue ; its temperature is hot and dry : 
of this they make a wine, which exceeds all other liquors, even that of the Eaft India 
cocoa, or palm-tree : neither cyder, mead, nor beer, nor all the other drinks deferibed 
by Andres de Laquuna, are to be preferred to it. This wine is clear, fine, warm, and 
very agreeable to the tafte, as well as profitable to the ftomach. It confumcs all va- 
pours in the head, its heat warming the ears without going any further : it comforts 
and cheriflies the ftomach, increafes appetite, and never takes it away. It never offends 
the head, or makes it heavy, or burthens the ftomach ; and it bears as much water 
again as wine will do. Thofe who have tafted it, commend its colour and flavour, as 
much as that of grapes. Its colour is golden, and mighty bright; and it is as fweet 
and good as the wine of Ciudad Real. There is little of it made, and fo it lafts but 
eight months ; for which reafon, it is not known how many years it would keep. It 
'takes up as much labour and care as wine, in the making : if it be left to itfelf, and 
without fire, it is forty days before it ferments. It cafts down a lee, and works out 
the frothy part at the top of the veffel ; and, for that reafon, care is taken to feum it 
as it boiloj and then it is drawn off into another veffel. When it is turned to vinegar, 
its vinegar has a better tafte and colour than wine-vinegar ; for it retains the colour of 
the fruit, which is very odoriferous and fweet.” Thus far this author : from whence 
it may be inferred, that this kind had good wine of its own ; and it had alfo very good 
oil jnade of a feed called Madi ; it is extremely well relilhcd ; but now it is not much 
in ufe, becaufe that of olives is fo common.. 

It is not pofliblq to deferibe particularly, one by one, all the various forts of trees 
that are br«$l in the vi/bods am} mountains of Chile ; and it would take up a very large 
treatife, which is not mv purfofe ; yet when we come to treat of the ftraights of Ma- 
gellan, we will fpeak of the cinnamon-tree, which is to be found there, and of the 
barks of fome other trees of that foil, whiJi'have the fame tafte as the Eaft India pep- 
pe£. All that 1 can fay at prefent, is, that there are few of thefe trees that lofe their 
leaves in winter, particularly thofe which grow wild in the wood , which are generally 
aromatick, and of a very fragrant fmell ; and of them, all tin fineft of this kind are 
bred in the territory of the Conception. I would not have believed it, if I had not feen 
for in travelling I met with lovely groves, which bordered the highways, and call out 
foflrich a fmell from their leaves, that the flowers of jafmin did not appear fweeter. 
There are alfo abundance of myrtles and laurels, which grow in great groves naturally ; 
and yet among, them there are trees whofe leaves exceed them infinitely in the perfume 
of their fmell ; inforauch that, palling one’s hand over them, one would think one had 
amber gloves on. * 


VOL. XIV. 


N 


BOOK 



90 


ovalle’s historical relation of chile. 


BOOK II. 

treating of the second and third part of the kingdom of chile. 


CHAP. I. — Of the Iflands of the Kingdom of Chile. 


T-JAVING, for the better defcription of the kingdom of Chile, divided it into three 
parts, we have treated of the firft and principal one, which is that which is properly 


called Chile, in which many things are faid which are common to all the three parts ; 
therefore, in thefe two which remain, we {hall take notice of that only which (hall be 


peculiar to them, to avoid repetition. 

We. come now to the fecond part, which are the iflands which are fpread all along 
the coaft of the South-Sea, as far as the ftraights of Magellan ; I fay, they are many 
in number, and fome of them very large ones ; as that of Sancla Maria, La Mocha, 
Juan Fernandes, and, above all that of Chiloe, in which is founded the city of C.aftro. 
Some make thefe iflands fifty, fome feventy leagues in length, and about fix or feven 
leagues in breadth. In the lame fea, or archipelago, there are many more, fome of 
ten leagues, and others lefs ; and in all, reckoning thofe that are within the ftraights 
of Magellan, there are above two hundred difeovered. 


Juft over-againft Coquimbo there are three, which are called Del Soboral, De Muxil- 
lones, and De los Paxaros, in thirty degrees latitude ; two mqre in thirty-three and 
forty degrees : there are eight ftnall ones juft over-againft Val Paraifo, which are called 
the iflands of Juan Fernandes ; who dying, left them to the Jefuits. Then follows the 
ifland Quinquina, which is in the bay of the Conception. Juft over-Ugainft Arauco is 
the ifland of Sandfa Maria, in the thirty-feventh degree ; and in thirty-eight that of La 
Mocha. Hard by Valdivia, about forty-three degrees, comes the archipelago of Chiloe, 
which is compofed of forty iflands ; and hard by it is the province of Calbuco, in which 
there are twelve more. Thofe of Los Cronos are as many, in forty-five degrees ; and 
in fifty degrees are the eighty iflands difeovered by Pedro Sarmicnto, as {hall be related 


hereafter. 


f t. « 

The iflands of Chiloe are reputed barren ; but their 'foil is not really fo, only the 
exceflive rains choak the feed, and do not let the corn thrive ; fo that they are without 
wheat, wine, or oil, or any other plants'' which need much fun. The nature of the 
climate of this archipelago is fuch, that it rains almoft all the year, fo that only majze, 
or other fuch grains, can ripen, that do not want fo much fun. The nourilhment or 


diet of the natives, isj moftly of a root called Papas, well known over all the Weft 
Indies, of a gopd nourilhment ; and they grow there bigger than in any qther place. 
They have befides fome maize, fome filh, and particularly Ihell-fifh, which is excel- 
lent in thofe feas. They have few Iheep, but very good poultry, as well as hogs, Shd 
iome beef ; with which, and what befides is brought to them from St.Jago, and the 
^Conception, the Spaniards, both of the garrifon £tnd city of Caftro, make a good fluff. 
This city is the capital of the chief ifland ; in which, and in the reft, there is a great 
quantity of honey and wax made. And Herrera and other hiftorians fay, there are 
mines of gold upon the lhore ; and they remark it as an extraordinary thing, and 
hardly heard of in any other place. 
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age manufa&ures of thefe iflands are the clothing for the Indians, who have a kind 
of vSl which they call Macun, and it is without lleeves, becaul'e their arms are naked ; 
and over this they put a garment called Choni, which ferves for a cloak, and is like 
that which painters give to the apoftles in their pictures. They have another commo- 
dity from their woods, particularly of the plank they make of a tree, which is 
a cedar, and of which they have vaft woods, and in them trees of a prodigious 
fize ; for Fr^ar Gregory of Leon, of the order of St. Francis, in his map of Chile, 
which he dedicates to the prefident Don Louis Fernandes de Cordoua del Carpio, 
fays, that fome of thefe trees are fo big that they cannot be hardly encompaflbd by 
a rope of fix yards long ; and out of the wood of the boughs there has been made 
fix hundred planks, of twenty-five feet long, and two feet broad ; and that which is 
confiderable, is, that this plank is not lawed, but cut with axes ; in which there is 
much more lofs. This author deferves belief, as well from the experience of forty-two 
years that he lived in Chile, as from having been definitor of his order. And what I 
have heard from the mouth of a colonel, who was both born and bred in that country, 
will ferve to confirm this ; which is, that if two men on horfe-back are on each fide 
of the tree, when it lies along, they cannot fee one another ; for the body of the trunk 
hinders them. Thefe planks are carried to Chile and Peru ; and in exchange they 
bring back provifions to live on.* The iflands of Chono are yet poorer than thefe; 
becaufe, that being nearer the pole, their finnmer is fliorter, and their rains more 
copious, infomuch that they drown the earth, and hinder it from producing. 

We have little knowledge of any other iflands befides thofe of Chiloe ; becaufe the 
continent being fo large, and yet not thoroughly peopled, there has been little occa- 
•fion of inhabiting any more than fome few of thefe iflands ; by which means there is 
but fmall difoovery made of their qualities ; though it is reafonable to think they re- 
femble the land over-againft which they lie. 

As for Sthe iflands of Juan Fernandes, I will relate what I find writ about them in 
Theodore and John de Bry, in their relation of the voyage of John Scutten : they fay 
then,* that thefe two iflands are very high land : the leaft of the two, which is the 
wefteminoft, appeared to them barren, as being covered with wood, and very moun- 
tainous ; though not landing on it, they could make no judgment of the*infide of the 
ifland. The bigger ifland, which is the eafternmoft, is likewife mountainous, but has 
great variety of trees, and much grafs, with which are fed great herds of fwine and 
goats, bred from fon.c few which were put on fliore by John Fernandes, who began 
to cultivate thefe iflands as his own ; but he dying, and the Spaniards finding greater 
advantages upon the continent, they forfook thofe iflands, which were out of all trade, 
leaving their flocks of cattle behind them, which now are infinitely multiplied. 

They fay befides, that coming to this, which they call the Fine Ifland, they found 
a port very fafe for their fhips, having twenty or thirty fathom depth, the Ihore all 
fandy and even, with a delicate valley full of trees of all foi.s, and wild boars, and 
other animals feeding in it ; but they could not diflinguilh them, by reafon of the dif- 
tance they were at. They extol particularly a moft beautiful fountain, which coming 
d<S»wn from high rocks, rolls into the fea by different canals, which form a pleafant 
profpeft, and its water is very fweet and agreeable. They faw alfo great ftore of feals, 
and other filh, which they caught inr great plenty. In Ihort, they were fo in love with 
this ifland, for* the good qualities they difeovered even at its entrance, that they were 
very unwilling to leave it though prdfed in point of time. . 

I do not doubt, but this is a very pleafant fituation : for in its temperature, and- 
other properties, ip muft be very like Val Paraifo and St, Jago, becaufe it is almoit 
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in the fame degree weft ; and without doubt thefe iflands will be peopled in J§be, 
when the continent grows populous, as it does every day ; for then people will be 
feeking new habitations ; but at prefent they only go thither fometimes to filh, to 
fend it to Peru, where they have it not fo plentifully. 

The fame authors, giving an account of the otner Dutch fquadron under George 
Spilberg, fay, that they came to the liland oft Mocha, and found the north fide of it 
plain and low, but the fouth full of rocks : they landed ; and the good reception they 
found from the Indians, is an argument of the fertility of the place. Thole Indians 
are a noble fort of people, and very good natured. When they had refrelhed them- 
felves much at their eafe, they made provifion of great ftore of Iheep, which are very 
large, and in great plenty there, as likewife of hens, eggs, fruit, and other provifions. 
They treated the Indians on board, and Ihewed them their great guns, and their men 
in order for fighting : they prcfented them alfo with European commodities, fuch as 
hats, clothes, axes, and things which they valued. After this, they fet them again 
on Ihore : and the Indians made figns to them to go back to their Ihips, as they did. 

But they were very differently received in the Ifland of San£ta Maria, where the 
vice-admiral landed with fotne of his men, and were invited by the Indians to eat ; but 
from the Ihips they faw a great army coming down upon them, as they were going to 
fit down to table ; whereupon they made figns to them to retreat to the port ; which 
they did, and had juft time to embark. But they likewife carried oft about five hun- 
dred Iheep, and other refrelhments, having found the iftand very fertile and well pro- 
vided, as well as very temperate, being about thirteen leagues fouth-vveft from the 
city of.the Conception, about thirty-feven degrees, and not above three leagues from 
Arauco ; which makes fome think, that formerly this ifland was faftened to the main' 
land, and that the lea had in length of time made the divifion r which now forms the 
bay of Arauco. 

There is a little to be faid that is particular of all the other iflands to th£ ftraights 
of Magellan, fince it has not pleafed God to let them be peopled by Spaniards, and 
fo give an entrance to the gofpel ; by which means the produtt and nature of them 
might be known, and many foills laved which inhabit them. 

All that \&e know now of them, is, that in the voyage of Pedro de Surmiento to 
Spain, being fent by the viceroy to chaftilp Francis Drake, for his boldnefs for infeft- 
ing thofe coafts ; in his way, on this fide the ftraights of Magellaij, he difeovered a 
great archipelago of iflands, which they told to the number of eighty, which he named 
by feveral names, and took pofleflion of them in the narfte of his king. He alfo dif- 
eovered more iflands in fifty-one degrees, to which he did the lame. It is known 
likewife, that in the ftraights themfelves there are many iflands, fotne of which we 
lhall mention when we treat of the ftraights of Magellan. 


CIIAP. II. — Of the Land called Terra del I'ucgo. 

THE land called Terra del Fuego, (fo famous in the relations and maps wc have of 
the ftraights ol Magellan,) has deceived many by its name, people believing that it had 
been given it for fome volcanoes, or burning mountains, or other fubterraneous fires; 
out it is not fo, for thi&. name had no other o*. c&fion, than that the firft navigators 
through the ftraights difedvered upon it many fires 1 and great finokes, ‘made, as they 
fuppofed, by the ©umerous(inhabitants of it ; and fo they called it the Land of Fire. 
I here arofe likewife another 'jniftake from its great extent ; for it was judged to be a 
great continent, of which in time the world was undeceived, as we {half fee hereafter. 
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land, called Terra del Fuego, is that which forms the fouth fide of the 
ftraights of Magellan, extending itfelf the whole length of the ftraights, eaft and weft, 
above one hundred and thirty leagues. Formerly, before the ftraights of St. Vincent, 
otherwife called the ftraights of Le Maire, were difcovered, this land was thought to 
be joined to fome other great ’continent of the Terra Atiftralis, which was fuppded 
to join to New Guinea, or the iflands of Solomon; and Ortelius, in his geography, is 
of this opinion ; but upon the difcovery of the other ftraights of St. Vincent, that 
doubt has been cleared, feveral having gone through them to the South-Sea; and 
among the reft, two caravals fet out by the king’s command, in the year 1 6 1 8, on 
purpofe to view thefe ftraights, which it was faid had been difcovered by James Le 
Maire, which caravals were commanded by Don Juan de More. 

Thefe two veflels fet out from Lifbon in the month of O&ober 1 6 1 8, and being come 
to the eaft entrance of the ftraights of Magellan, they pafled by it, and ran along all 
that coaft, without finding any entrance, fill they came to that of Le Maire, which 
they went through, in lcfs than one day’s time ; after which they turned to thp fouth, 
and afterwards to the weft : they went round all the Terra del Fuego ; and failing 
north, came to the weft entrance of tho ftraights of Magellan, info which they entered, 
and failed through them to the North Sea. Having thus made a circle clear round the 
Terra del Fuego, they proved it demonftrativcly to be an ifland feparate from all other 
land. The fame was done by Sir Richard Hawkins, an Englifh gentleman, who having 
pafled the ftraight of Le Maire, failed for five and forty days to the fouth, without 
finding any land contiguous to the Terra del Fuego, but many iflands, as related by 
Antonio de Herrera, chap. 27, of the defcription of the Weft Indies. The fame has 
been confirmed by feveral, who being driven by ftorms from their intended courfe, 
have been forced to run towards the fouth pole ; arnongft the reft by Francis Drake, 
who having pafled the ftraights of Magellan the fixth of September, 1572, and being 
got on the feventh, a degree from the ftraights, was carried by a ftorm two hundred 
leagues to the fouth ; and coming to an anchor in fome of thofe iflands, he there found 
that the fun being eight degrees from the tropic of Capricorn, the days were fo long, 
that there was not above two hours night ; from whence he inferred, that when the 
fun came to the tropic, there mult be a perpetual day of twenty-four Hours. The 
fame was experimented about two years ago, by the fleet of General Henry Brum ; 
which having pafltd ftie ftraights in April, were by the force of ill weather carried 
into feventy*tuo degrees, anft«caft anchor at the ifland of St. Bernard, to which they 
gave the name of Barnevelt ; and it being about the entrance of winter, the days were 
not above three hours long, fo that they expefted they would ftill fhorten till June, 
when the fun being furtheft oft' from that hemifphere, would leave them in a total 
night; for this realon, and becaufe of the b rdinefs of the weather, which increafed 
every day, they durft not winter in that ifland, as they ha i a t.ind, but after a fort- 
night’s ftay in it, weighed anchor, and failed for Chile. In unich voyage they made 
but little. advance, having always the wind a-head, inlbmuch that they were a whole 
month doubling one cape, and loft in the endeavour their Tender, in which was the 
bell part of their provifion. 

So much for the iflands belonging to the coaft of Chile ; but having alfo mentioned 
the iflands of Solomon and New Guinea, to which antiently it was thought that thl 
land of Terra del Fuego was joined,, it will be well to fay fomething of them. 

The author who writes the bell of them, is Antonio de Herrera* and from him is 
taken what John and Theodore de Bry fay of them ; which is thus ; 
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The iflands of New Guinea run from fomething more than one degree* fouth the 
pole antar&ick, three hundred leagues eaft to the fifth or fixth degree ; according to 
which reckoning, they fall about the weft of Payta. The iflands of Solomon fall 
to the weft of Peru, about eight hundred leagues from its coaft, and extend them- 
felves between the feventh arid twelvth degree : they afe diftant from Lima about fif- 
teen hundred leagues : they are many, of a^ood fize : there are eighteen principal 
ones, which are, fome three hundred, fome two hundred, fome one hundred, fome 
fifty leagues, and lefs in compafs. Between them and Peru, inclining to the land of 
Chilethere, is another called the ifland of St. Paul, about the latitude of fifteen degrees, 
and about feven hundred leagues from the Terra Pinna. 

The fleet of William Scowten having run along the coaft of Chile in the year 1615 
or 1616, from theftraights of Magellan, took their courfc to the weft, when they were 
about the latitude of eighteen degrees, to try to find out fome new ifland, and found 
one in fifteen degrees ; which, according to their computation, was diftant from the 
coafts of Peru about nine hundred leagues. After this they difeovered two more, 
which they called the Cocoa iflands, by reafon of the great plenty of that fruit that 
was there, that the inhabitants did ufe to drink the fweet liquor that was bred within 
the cocoas, but when it was at an end, they made a lhift with fait water ; to which, 
being accuftomed from their youth, it did not hurt them. They fay more, that the 
inhabitants go naked, though not quite ; and that their way of being civil and faluting, 
is to give themfelves blows upon the temples, which is the fame as with us the pulling 
off the hat or cap. At firft they laughed at the fire-arms, till they faw one fall much 
wounded, which undeceived them, and convinced them that it was not only notfe, 
which proceeded from thofe arms. Thcfe iflands are diftant from Peru 1510 German 
leagues, which are longer than the Spanilh leagues, though not fo long as the Indfi|p 
ones. There were found alfo other iflands in the latitude of twenty-nine degrees, 
which perhaps were thofe which at firft they called the iflands of Solomon* Others 
fay, that there are others more to the weft, oppofite to Chile. Whofoeyer is 
curious enough to know the particulars of all thofe iflands, their temperature, inha- 
bitants, their good and ill qualities, may find them in the above-cited authors, who 
treat of them more at large; for my intention, it is enough, to fay what 1 have 
reported. 


CHAP. III. — Of the two Straights of Magellan and St. Vincent# 

THE Straight of Magellan received its name from that man, who eternized his own, 
by being the firft who difeovered and pafled it. This was that famous Portuguefe 
captain, Hernando de Magel lanes, whofe intrepid foul going almoft beyond the true 
limits of all ordinary valour, feems to have bordered upon temerity and raftinefs, by 
engaging himfelf to difeover a paflage altogether unknown, and fo narrow, «that it was 
very dangerous for fliips, being befides in the fifty-fourth degree, which makes it very 
cold. This bold captain began to enter the ftraight by the North-Sea the twenty- 
feventh of November, in the year 1520, and in # twenty days, which was a happy 
paflage, he entered the South -Sea; from thence* he failed to the Philippine iflands, 
where he was killed in one of thofe iflands called Matan, to which he went from 
another called Pezrcbu, to fight againft the king of the firft, becaufe he refufed to fub- 
je£t himfelf to one of thofe tongs who had turned Chriftian ; engaging him with more 
courage than conduit, and fo he periihed by the great number of his adverfarie6, His 
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death was very much lamented, and he much miffed in the difcoveries of that new 
world} for, without doubt, if he had lived longer, he would have made great difcove- 
ries in the Terra Firma and iilands. 

To give a morh certain account of this ftraight of Magellan, I will make ufe of the 
memoirs of thofe who have paffed it, and left relations of it, who, as eye-witneffea, 
were lefs fubject to miftake. And firft j|j|ll give thofe fworn relations given in Caftilla 
by thofe who fet fail from the Corunna, by the Emperor Charles the Fifth’s order, in 
fix ihips under the command of Fray Garcia Jofre dc Loayfa, a knight of Malta, and 
born at Civedad Real. 

They fay in their report, that the faid ftraight is a hundred leagues in length, 
from .the cape of Eleven Thoufand Virgins, which is at the entrance of the North-Sea 
to the cape of Defire, which is at the entrance of the South-Sea ; and they fay more, 
that they found in the ftraight three great bays, of about leven leagues wide from 
land to land, but the entrances of them are not much more than half a league over } 
the firft is about a league deep ; the fecond about two leagues } the third, they fay, is 
encompaffed with mountains of fuch a height, that they leern to be in competition 
with the ftars, and the fun does not enter within them in the whole year } which was 
the caufe of their enduring there an extreme cold ; for it fnows ahnoft continually, 
and the fnow never melting by the fun-beams, it looked with a kind of bluifh colour. 
They fay, moreover, that the nights were twenty hours long ; they met with good 
water, and trees of feveral forts, among which many cinnamon-trees ; and that the 
leaves and boughs of the trees, though they appeared green, yet burnt in the fire as if 
they were dry ; that they found many good firfling-places, and faw many whales, (feme 
'mermaids) many of the tunny-fifb, fliarks, cods, great ftore of pilchards and anchovies, 
very great oyllers, and other fhell-filh. That there were alfo very good harbours, with 
fifteen fathom water ; and in the ftraights itfelf above five hundred fathom, and no 
where an/ lands or ftioals. They obferved feveral pleafant rivers and ftreams, and faw 
that ;he tides of 'both feas came each of them above fifty leagues up the ftraight, and 
meet about the middle of it with a prodigious noife and formidable (hock. Though a 
Portuguefe captain, who had palled this ftraight, told Hie, that thefe tides were only 
fome high floods, which laft a month, or thereabouts, as the winds blow ; Much makes 
the fea fometimes rife to a great height, and at other times fall as much, leaving the 
Ihore dry for a grwat way ; and the ebbing is fometimes fo fall, that Ihips are left dry, 
as this captain’s lliip was, fo that he was forced to dig his way out to get into deeper 
water. They found feveral other entrances in this ftraight ; but for want of provifion 
they could not ftay to fearch them. They loll one Ihip off the Virgins Cape } and they 
had fcarce entered the ftraights when a ftorm blew them back to the river of St. lldefonfo, 
and to the port of SanCta Croce, where thev found ferpents of various colours, and 
(tones that were good for Handling of blood ; all this ma; he r een in Antonio de Her- 
rera, in the fecond toine, dec. 3, and in the ninth book, fid. 335, and it does not 
difagree with the other relation of Magellan’s voyage, though this makes the ftraighteft 
part yet lefs, allowing it not above a mufquet-lhot over, and from one entrance to 
another it reckons a hundred leagues, the land on both fides being very rich and 
beautiful. 

This is, in.lhort, the relation gifan in to the king. There are fome other authors 
who neither make the ftraight fo long, nor do they make the narroweft part fo ftraight; 
for fome allow but fourfeore and 'ten leagues, or lefs, to its length ; but yet it is 
probable, that the firft give the moll credible account, becaufe they examined it with 
fuch care and punctuality, in order to inform His Majefty. All agree in one thing, 
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which is, in the good qualities of the fea, land, and iflands of the ftraight, as well as 
of the Ihore on bqth (ides, and of the good parts that are in it, and of fome particularly 
fo fecure, that the (hips rid in them without being faftened, being as fafe as if they 
had been in a box. 

‘Among the reft the Hollanders celebrate much the twenty-fifth port, called the 
Famous ; and it is fo much fo, that Georgqjjjpilberg, their general, gave it that name, 
for the excellent reception they found there : they faw the whole earth about covered 
with various fruits of various colours, and of excellent tafte. To delight them the 
more, there was a fine brook of excellent water that fell from a high rock, and watered 
all the valley entering into the port ; and befides thefe five and twenty ports or har- 
bours, there were many others in the remaining part of the ftraight, which might 
be a third of it, all which were very remarkable. », 

There is a harbour called ,De la Pimienta, or the Pepper Harbour, for the fake of 
fome trees they found in it, whofc barks had a moft aromatick fmcll, and a tafte ol 
pepper, fomething more burning and quick than that of the Kaft-Indies. When the 
Nodales palled this way, they gathered a great deal of this bark ; and authors fay, that 
when they brought it to Seville, it was fo valued there, that it was fold for lixteen 
ryals, or two crowns a pound. 

The fame authors report, that they found cinnamon-trees, which bore good cinna- 
mon ; and in the fecond narrow paflage fome others, that bear a fort of black fruit, 
of moft excellent tafte and favour. In other places they faw moft beautiful woods 
and groves, pleafant plains, agreeable valleys, intervals of great beauty, with high 
mountains ; fome covered with fnow, from whence there descended lovely dreams ; 
others all cloathed with greens of various forts ; and in them they deferied many 
animals going to and fro, fuch as deer, oftriches, and others, as alfo great variety 
of moft beautiful birds of all colours ; and among the reft they killed one fo large, 
that meafuring one of its wings, they found it above a yard long ; and they were fo 
tame that they flew to the fhips, and differed themfelves to be handled : they found 
alfo another fort of large birds, which they called fea-geefe, every one of which, after 
they had been plumed and pulled, weighed eight pounds of Caftile ; and they were 
fo numerous, that the ground was covered with them, fo that they killed what quan- 
tities they pleafed. They faw another fort of bird, much of the fhape of a pigeon, all 
white, only with red bills, and red feet ; all which were a grand entertainment to 
them as they failed along. They commend alfo the harbour, which they call Moft 
Beautiful, where the city of St. Philip was founded ; there they faw the traces of 
feveral animals, which ufed to come to drink in thofe chryftal fountains. After 
the third ftraight place, there is to be feen a moft excellent harbour, called the Shell- 
Harbour, by reafon of the vaft quantities of oyfters and other fliell-filh that tjhey 
found there, which fufficed to feed the whole fleet feveral days, carrying away with 
them a good provifion likewife for their voyage, all owning that they were better 
than thole of Europe. , 

There are found in the great canal of the ftraight feveral iflands, which are as eftimable 
as the Terra Firma ; they are generally in the wideft part, where the fea is feven 
or eight leagues over ; the chief are thofe of St. Lawrence and St. Stephen, otherwife 
called the ifland Bamevelt. Before they came ‘to thefe, they found other iflands, 
which they called the Pinguin Iflands, for the great quantity of that fort of birds that 
are bred there. *There is another, called the Holy King’s liland, which is in a river, 
which enters into the ftraights, and they faw in it many leals. Others, of thefe iflands 
are named Sevaldo, from the name of him that difeovered them, near which there 
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were ftore of the pinguin birds, and abundance of whales. After having paffed the 
fecond ftraighr, there are ftill more iflands, the firft is called of the Angels, and is 
full of the birds we have mentioned. The fecond is named the ifland of the Patagoons, 
or giants, becaufe they faw there fome of them. Near the Ihell-port there are other 
eight iflands ; and a little befpre the entrance into the South-Sea, there are feveral 
other iflands, which mull be very little, Jv the ftraights are there very narrow. Some 
may defire to know, whether, befides this entrance of the ftraight of Magellan, there 
are any other, by which fhips may fail from the North-Sea to the South. Touching 
which, the relation of George Spilberg fays, that there is one by the cape, which they 
called Prouvaert. Some Englifh likewife, who have Jailed that way, are of the fame, 
opinion ; for which they cite father Acofla, of our fociety, in his Oriental Iliftory, 
tranllated by John Hugh Linfcot,^hap. 10. in the end: as may be feen in the already 
cited John and Theodore de Brye, who add, that many other authors do agree in this 
opinion ; and that thofe of Spilberg’s fleet, before they came to the ftraight, faw this 
opening on the north fide ; but they did not dare to go into it, beeaul'e they had 
exprefs orders to pafs the ftraight of Magellan ; and befides, that which added to this 
refolution, was the obfervation they made of the great force with which the waves met 
each other at this opening, infomuch that the fea feemed to boil. 

"This is all that I have met with in authors about this opinion, which even John and 
Theodore de Brye look upon as falfe ; becaufe neither the Spaniards nor Dutch ever 
faw this fecond canal $ but rather that the whole land of Fuego is one great continued 
ifland, which they prove by the relation of the navigation made by the Nodales, who 
were fent to fearch for the ftraight of St. Vincent, and who went round the Tierra del 
•Fuego, without finding any fuch opening, or any other than that of Magellan and 
St. Vincent ; and yet I am of another opinion, and hold the firft for certain ; and this 
does not contradict the opinion of Spilberg, who does not fay, that the opening he faw 
was on tint fouth, but on the north fide, towards the land of Chile ; and fo, though 
the land of Fuego be aa ifland, it does not follow that there may not be an entrance 
on the north fide. I>ut let us leave that to time to make out, and fay fomething of 
the ftraight. of St. Vincent, which is the fecond paflfage from the North to the 
South-Sea. * 


CHAP. IV. — T/jt'Jme Matter is continued , and the U/efulncfs of the Commerce between 
Chile and the Philippine Iflands is made out. 

IN the year 1619, the king fent, in the month of Oftober, the two caravals which 
1 mentioned above, to fearch the ftraight of St. Vincent, becaufe about that time it was 
reported in Spain, that James Le Maire had difeovered it Thefe two fhips failed to 
the bay of St. Gregory, which is near the eaft entrance of tue ftraight of Magellan ; 
from whence they failed along all that coaft, where they faw and convejfed with a fort 
of giants, who were at leaf): the head higher than any of the Europeans ; . and they 
exchanged for feiffars, and other baubles, gold, which it feems, is the produft of that 
country : after which they failed fouth-weit round the Tierra del Fuego, till they came 
to the mouth of this new ftraight, which they called the ftraight of St. Vincent ; and 
before they entered it, they failed along the fhore of this new difeovered land, keeping 
it always on the right hand, their co&rfe eaft-north-eaft, as it tends* 

They failed about thirty leagues ; and not having difeovered all that way, not as far 
as they could fee, any opening or inlet, they returned tp the opening of' the ftraight 
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of St. Vincent ; and entering into if, went through it in lefs than one day, it not be- 
ing above liven leagues in length ; and being entered afterwards into the South-Sea, 
they followed the fame land to the cult, and fouth-weft thirty leagues more ; and fee- 
ing it was one continued coafl, clofed, up with mountains of great height, they durlfc 
not 00 any further, beginning to want provifions ; and fo thinking that thia land might 
reach as far as the Cape of Good Hope, they J.eft it, and failed to the well: entrance of 
the llraight of Magellan ; which they entered, and went through to the North-Sea, 
returning that way to Spain, to give an account of what they had difeovered, having 
made a very fortunate voyage, and not loft one man, nor had any ficknefs, all that 
climate being very like that of Europe, and particularly to the cold part of it. This 
made the king give order for the letting out of eight fail more, to carry this way 
to the Philippine i Hands all the relief neceifary, of fojdiers, artillery, "and tackling for 
{hips, refolving henceforward that they lliould always go this way, as being fl tor ter, 
eafier, and of Id's charge and danger. This was the opinion of Michael de Cardoel, 
and the other pilots chofen for this expedition, who obliged themfelvcs to fail to the 
Philippiftes (bating extraordinary accidents) in eight or nine months ; for, having once 
parted the ftraiglfts, if they had the wind and currents favourable, they hoped to get 
to the Philippines in two months ; becaufe from Chile to thofe iflands, there is no rea- 
fon, as in other navigations, to wait for certain feafons and times of the year ; lor all 
that voyage being to be made within the tropicks, there is no danger of winter ; but 
one may fail it at any time of the year. 

The Dutch authors already cited, treating of this fuhjcet, add thefe words : — “ In 
truth this is a great convenient:}' to mankind, to be able to go from Europe to thefe 
iflands in fo ihort a time, with all the health and fafety of the Tailors ; it being other*, 
wife in going by the Capo of Good Hope, where the diverlily of Winds is to he ob- 
ferved, fome of them being fo contrary, as to hinder abfolutely the voyage; fo that it 
lafls fonietimes iifteeti or fixteen months. Befitles, this courle is fo fubjed tj> difealcs, 
that often they bury half their men in the fea, as happened to GjrrarJ Remit, who was 
fixteen months getting to Bantam, which is not above hall way to the Philippines; and 
yet loll a quarter of his men : Adrian YV renter was nineteen months getting to Bantam, 
and loll ouUof the lliip, called the Elellingue, one hundred and fixtv-ihree out of two 
hundred : the lame happened to tile other three Ihips of that fquadrnn.” 'Thus far 
thefe Dutch, authors; who add, that the Hup Concordia, going the other way, arrived 
at the Moluccas without lofmg a man. And if they fay true, and make out that, it ^ 
better to fail this wav to their Batavia, how much betteNis it for the Spaniards, who 
drive a trade wi'h Bern and Chile, the diilance being much Ids, and having for 
friends all the ports of Chile, if they would not go fo high as Peru, which the 
Dutcli have not ? Neither would it be a final l advantage to exchange in (hole ports 
the merchandizes of Europe with their product, which is fo wanting in the Philippine 
iflands, and all thofe parts of the calf. Everyone may find their account in this trade; 
the Spaniards, without running the danger of ficknefs in thofe unhealthy climates of 
Carthagcna, Panama, and Puerto Bello, might find as much vent for the* European 
commodities; Chile and Peru would have all goods from Spain much cheaper than 
they have them now by the Terra Eirma ; the charges then would be three times lefs; 
and, at the fame time, they would help oil the products of thofe parts ; as from Peru 
they might load corn, wine, and oil ; and if they did not care to go fo'far, they might 
have the fame things from Chile, anti cheaper, befides copper, hides, almonds, and 
other commodities proper to Europe : ft) that it is clear this would be a very advanta- 
geous intercourfc for the Philippines, who want all thefe commodities fo much. 
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Neither would the trade of New Spain receive any damage at all from this ; for thofe 
countries could not have them from Peru and Chile fo eafily as from Europe; and fo Spain 
would fend lefs, only fo much as is carried to the Philippines from New Spain, w hich 
cannot be much*; for the charge of carrying thofe European commodities from Vera 
Cruz, to be embarked again for the Philippines, is very confiderable, it being at ‘lead 
one hundred and fixty leagues by land #om the Vera Cruz to Acapulco, which is the 
port where they are to be embarked ; alter which, they have a navigation of three 
months; and then, there being not always conveniences of /hipping in Acapulco, thofe 
commodities are kept fo long that they are fpoiled ; and it is feen by experience how 
little of tills trade turns to account : but it would be otherwife, if thefe commodities 
were carried from Chile, lince in two or three months, always in a temperate climate, 
they might fail with a confhmt l'auth wind, which blows all the fummer infallibly, and 
fo bring the product of Chile in a good condition to the Philippines'. This commerce, 
though it would accommodate all parties, yet it mult be coiiielfed, it would be molt 
beneficial to Chile, which would thereby have more vent for its product, and acquire 
more people to cultivate its natural fertility. 

There have been two obftacles to tin’s project, which have hindered its taking : the 
firlt is, the difficulty of palling the Untight of Magellan, becaufe it being fo much ele- 
vated towards the pole, it cannot be puffed but in certain months of the year, which, 
if thole who attempt it do not hit, they are in danger of pcriflxing, as in effect it has 
happened to (bine fquadrons ol flips, as I llufi relate in the next chapter ; though 
others have palled it very luckily in its proper feafon, the Untight itfelf having, as we 
have feen, many good harbours and Iheltcrs for flips. 

The fecond ohftacle E the fame that keeps the port of Buenos Ayres from being 
frequented, (for elfe all the treafure of Peru might be font that way ;) and it is, that 
the courfe ol trade is lettled the other way, notwitiii’Landing the great charge the crown 
is at to 1 rive two fleets, the one in the South, and the other in the North-Sea, only to 
fecure this pafliigv ; and that with the lols of fo many Spaniards* lives, that in the hof- 
pifa! of Panama only, there was buried, as they told me when 1 went that way in the 
year 1630, above fourteen llmuluud perfons ; and what mull we guefs then in the 
ports of Carthagena and Puerto Bello, which have been the iepulchn? of fo many 

Europeans ? 

Notwithihmdiijg all tivfe mifehiefs, this way is continued to maintain thofe cities 
already foynded in ih'ofe part;;; though it is mod certain, that the fame end, of carry- 
ing the filver to Spain, might he attained bv one only fleet, with lefs danger of the fea. 
By that courfe the galleons would fail always in deep water, and not run the hazards 
they do between Carthagena and the ilavanna, between which places they are fain to 
ftfund all the way, and keep the lead going, to avoid the many Ihoals that are in thofe 
feas, and in the canal of Bahama alterwanls : bolides ; l , < 1 the dangers of licknefs 
would be avoided ; tor the Spaniards find by experience, that at Buenos Ayres they 
are healtjjy, that being in the temperate climate correfponding to that of Europe. 

And for the lame reafon the navigation between Chile and the Philippines is not put 
in ufe ; bccaufe the courle of things being once fettled one way, it is very hard to 
change them, though to a better. I lllall not piHuc this matter any further, becaufe 
it feetns to touch the Hate and government, which is not my delign : perhaps time v ill 
bring all things to pafs ; and that thole of Chile themlelves will venture to find out 
this vent for their product. All conliils in trying; for the advantages on botii lides 
would be fo munifeft, that the fweel of them would foon make the way eafy, and tliat 
trade would wonderfully enrich Chile and Peru, lince they might bring back to thofe 
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kingdoms all the commodities of China and Japan ; and that without carrying any gold 
or filver, which might be preferved all for Europe. Thus the greateft part of this 
new world being enriched by its own product, the king’s revenues will be the 
greater, as well as the returns in gold and filver the greater ; and all things thus well 
accommodated, the fervice of God, and the divine cult and worfhip would ^>e better 
carried on. 


CHAP. V. — Of the Fleets ; fome of which have been loft, and fome have happily paffed 

the Straight of Magellan . 

AMONG the fleets which have been loft in the ftraight of Magellan, the firft was 
that of four fhips fet out by the biftiop of Placentia for the Molucca iflands ; which 
having got to the ftraight with good weather, and being entered into it about twenty 
leagues, there rofe from the weft a ftorm, which blowing dire&ly a-head, forced three 
of the fhips afhore, they not having room to turn or run before it ; but all the men 
were faved. The fourth had better fortune ; for going before the ftorm, fl^e got out 
of the ftraight ; and when the foul weather was over, came into the ftraight again, 
where the other fhips were loft, and found the men, who had faved themfelves on 
fhore, who prefently made figns and cries to be taken on board ; but they with hearts 
full of grief anfwered them. “ What would you have? We cannot relieve you, for 
the provifions we have on board are not fufficient for us, and fo we may fear to perifh 
all of us together.” They could not fay to them the other words of the Gofpel, “ Go 
rather to thofe who fell,” becaufe they were in a defart country, where they had no 
remedy, but to fend fighs to heaven, accompanied with inconfolable tears and cries, 
capable of moving the ftones themfelves. Thus they left them, purfuing their voyage, 
much afflifted to be forced to forfake them, and not be able to do any thing ffor them j 
but thefe are accidents and hard cafes belonging to the fea-faring men. • 

It is not known to this day what has become of thefe men ; only there is a tradition, 
that a great way within land, on the continent of Chile, near the ftraight, there is a 
nation called u Ceflares, who were endeavoured to be difeovered by Don Hieronimo Luis 
de Cabrera, governor of Tucuman, about # eight and twenty years ago, with a good 
army raifed at his own charge ; but his diligence was in vain, as we have marked 
already, and told the caufe of his mifearrying. It is thought, aifd it is very probable, 
thefe Cefiares may be defeended from thofe Spaniards who were faved in this fhip- 
wreck ; becaufe it was poffible, that feeing themfelves without any other recourfe, they 
might go on into the Terra Firma, where, contracting alliance with fome Indian na- 
tion, they may have multiplied, and the fame of them may have reached the neigh- 
bouring nations, and fo on to others. This is certain, that this tradition is much kept 
up, that there is in thofe parts an European nation called Ceffares. Some fay, that 
there has been heard the found of bells, and they have founded cities where they live ; 
but, in fine, there is no certainty of all this. A gentleman bom in Chiloe, and who 
has been a colonel in thofe parts, gave me in writing a relation of feveral traditions and 
informations of great numbers of people that inhabit the land within, and who have much 
gold. There has been made feveral attempts to difeover them, though all have mifear- 
ried for want of provifions, or by other accidents, which in time may be remedied when 
it pleafes God. Aj id at thie very time I have received letters, which acquaint me, 
that father Hieronimo de Montemayor, apoftolical mifiionary of that archipelago of 
Chiloe, had entered into the Terra Firma in company of Captain Navarro, a man very 
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famous in thofe parts ; and that they difcovered a nation, which it is thought are thefe 
Ceflares, becaufe they are a nation of white complexion, and frefh cherry cheeks, and 
who, in their fhape and difpofition of body, feem to be men of mettle ; and that they 
had brought fonae of them along with them, to endeavour to inform themfelves of 
that which they fo much defire. This is all the father wrote at that time, becaufa the 
fliip could not ftay, and there is but one fhip every year bound for thofe parts ; fo he 
was forced to refer himfelf to the next conveniency, to inform me more particularly 
of the originaf and defcent of this nation ; fo that this is all that at prefent we can fay of 
this nation of the Ceflares, which it is poffible may come from thefe Ihipwrecked men ; 
or elfe they may defcend from fome Dutch, who may have been ihipwrecked in the 
fame place, or thereabouts ; and their complexion feems to fortify this conjefture ; be- 
fides* that they fpeak a language which no body then prefent could underftand ; or 
there may be both Spaniards and Flemings. It is thought we iliall not be long with-, 
out knowing the truth, and fo I continue my narration. The fecond fleet which mif- 
carried in the ftraight, was that which was let out about two and twenty years ago, 
under general Ayala, a gentleman of high birth and valour ; who going from Spain to 
Chile, dealt with His Majeily for a relief of men, which he was to carry through the 
ftraight of Magellan, without landing any where elfe; but juft as they were entering 
it, they were all cait away, fo as to this day there has not been any account of them, 
except of the vice-admiral’s ihip, under the command of Francifco de Mandujava ; 
for, having loft fight of the admiral in the ftorm, ihe was carried before the wind to 
the port of Buenos Ayres, where he landed the men, and marched them over land 
to Chile. I heard fome of the men talk of this matter ; and they ufed to blame the 
general very much, for having gone about to enter the ftraight when the time of the 
year was fo far advanced, particularly having been advifed in Braftl, where he touched, 
to winter there, which* he refufed to do, for fear his people fhould defert him, and lb 
he and thqy all perilhed. 

Thefe accidents feeqj to have made this pafiage lels practicable ; but yet we know 
that many have palled this ftraight with little danger, and fome with great felicity. 
Eight fleets are mentioned by John and Theodore de Bry, as well Spaniards as fo- 
reigners, who have pafled this ftraight ; and though fome have had bad weather, yet 
there is no doubt but time and good obfervations may make it more feafible ; parti- 
cularly there being fo many good harbours and bays in this ftraight, where Ihips may 
ihelter themfelves, *and-»let the ftorms blow over. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Province of Cuyo. 

AFTER having treated of the two firft parts of the kingi.om of Chile, we mull 
fay fomething now of the third, which contains thofe large provinces of Cuyo, which 
are on the cither fide of the Cordillera, towards the eaft. We have already deferibed their 
fituation and extent, let us treat now of the nature of them. And to begin with their 
ill qualities ; it is a wonderful thing to confider that there being nothing between them 
and Chile, but the high mountains of the Cordillera, yet they are fo different in their 
qualities. We'have already mentioned fome ; but we may fay, that as to their tempe- 
^ atU | re ’ ii ^ a 5 e * n ever y thing entirely oppofite ; for firft, ^he heats are excelfive and 
intolerable m fummer ; and for that, as well as for the vaft quantity o£ bugs or punaifes, 
which are there, lome very fmall, and others as big as bees, one can hardly fleep a- 
mghts m the houfes, and therefore the people all fleep in their gardens and court-yards* 

There 
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There are almofl perpetual thunders and lightnings, and many poifonous reptiles and 
infecis, though not fo many as in Tucuman and Paraguay. There are likewife a fpe- 
cies of niofquitos, or gnats, no bigger than the points of needles, and as (harp in their 
fling, though themfeives are almofl imperceptible ; they get into riie liair of one's 
beard, and one cannot be rid of them any other way, than by killing them. 

Thefe are the evil qualities of the land of Cuyo ; let us now mention the good ones. 
The land is fo fertile, that in many things it exceeds even the richefl foif of Chile ; the 
crops are better, the fruits larger, and of better tafle, by reafon of the great heat, 
which ripens them more : there is good (lore of corn, wine', flefh, all forts of fruits, 
roots, and herbs of Europe ; as alfo great quantities of olive-yards and almond-grounds ; 
fo that the only effential difference between it and Chile, is the many venomous ani- 
mals, and the thunders and rains in fummer; though to make iome amends, h Chile 
^exceeds in fummer, Cuyo has the advantage in winter ; for though the cold is fliarp, 
yet it is not with fuch clouds, nor fuch liiow and rains, as in Chile ; but rather the 
weather is ferenc, and the fun beautiful and clear, without any dark weather, which 
makes it very temperate. 

There is no /ea-liili in this province, it being very far from any fea ; but it has ponds, 
which are called the ponds of Guanacaehe, where they catch great quantities of trouts, 
as they call them, wliich are very big, like the Savalos of Seville, but much better 
without companion ; for they have no fundi bones, and are of a higher relifh, and a very 
healthy food* 

Bolides the fruits of Europe, this country has feveral very good of its own. The 
firft is called Chanales, which are like filberts or Email nuts ; only the difference is, 
that that which is to be eaten is not within, but on the outlide of the fhell : the other 
is the Algaroba, of which they make bread lb fweet, that it naufeates thole who are 
'not ufod to it. All Tucuman, as far as Buenos Ayres and Paraguay, are provided 
from hence with figs, pomegranates, dried peaches, and dried grapes, apples, oil, and 
excellent wine, of which they have abundance, which they carsy over thole valt plains 
called the Pampas, (where for many leagues together there is not a tree, nor a Abac to 
be found,) in large carts. Inch as they ufe here in Rome ; and they are a caravan of 
them together, to defend themfeives * from i certain Indians, who are enemies, and 
often attack them by the way. 

Some years ago, they began to difoover here rich mines of filver % the fame of which 
drew people from Potofi when I left Chile, becaufe they were reputed to be richer, and 
of more profit than thole of Potoli, all provifions being •more abounding and cheaper 
too. Thefe mines were alfo faid to be in a plain country, where carts might come ealily. 
They write me woiTl likewife, th it there have fmcc been difeovered gold mines of a 
prodigious riclmcfs. It is true, indeed, that: in this matter of mines, there is a great ' 
difference between the affaying them in little parcels, or in great ones ; for often the 
ore that promifes much, yields but little, w hen the allay comes to be made in great. 
This is a common obfervation in mines ; and if thefe of Cuyo do not prove extraor- 
dinary rich, there will hardly come any people from abroad to them, particularly from 
Chile, where they have already fo many and good ones, of fuch a known prolit, and 
yet they do not work them, the people being more prolitably employed in huJbandry, 
which turns to greater account. 

I will give here an extract of a letter which I received in Rome this year from father 
Juan del P090 of our comply, a perfon of great* piety, and v orthy or credit, who is 
at prefent in the college of Mendoza, the chief of all thofe of the province of* Cuyo, 
and it is thus : — “ The greatcfl news here, is about the mines which are begun to be 
difeovered, which if it holds as they relate, it will be the greateft thing in the world : 
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they are of gold, which is feen among the filvcr ore : there are come very underftand..- 
ing miners from Potofi, who cannot give over commending them. There come people 
from St.. Jago to work them, and Captain Lorenzo Soares is named for Alcalde Mayor 
of thefc mines.”] . There are others who write the fame thing ; and there' is no doubt 
to be made, but that if they can have people, that country will be one of the richefbof 
all the Indies ; for its great fertility wants nothing but people to cultivate. and confume 
its product. This will make the three cities of that province, which are that of Mendotpj, 
that of St. Juan* and that of St.Luis of Loiola, increaie mightily, which finer their iirfe. 
foundation have been at a ftand,by reafonof the neighbourhood of Chile, w hich has kept 
them down ; many of the full inhabitants of Cuyo having left it to go to Chile, as being 
more temperate, and more abounding with the conveniences of life ; for the fame reafon 
that \$e fee in other parts molt people flock to the capitals of a kingdom, as is evident 
in Naples and other great cities. But if the Spaniih inhabitants increaie as they have 
dgne hitherto, there will be enough for all thefe parts; and already fome of St. Jago 
have fettled, and married at St. Juan and Mendoza ; neither can it he olhenvife, for 
the people of Chile are beginning to be fo Itraightened, that they cannot have 'all the 
conveniences ol being at large, and fo are forced to leek them abroad. 

And it is moll certain, that the conveniencies of this province are vary great ; and 
their not appearing fo, is owing only to their neighbourhood to Chile, in companion cl 
which thefe countries appear a place of banilhiiltnt, and is looked upon as the molt 
rigorous that can be given any one in Chile; beraufe to fay truth, the difference is 
very" great, conlidering the proprie ties of each place ; but if we confider Cuvo, without 
comparing it, it is not only a good place, but furpaffes many others, where neverthelela 
the inhabitants think themfelves very happy, though wanting the abundance of Cuyo, 
where the flefh is very fubllantial and iavotiry, and great abundance of game, as 
alfo of pork, turkeys* ducks, hens, and other tame fowl. 

The wiaes are very generous, and of fo much ftrengih, that though th -y be carried 
three or four hundred jeagucs overthofe plains, and the intolerable heat of die Pampas, 
and that by oxen, yet they come good to Buenos Ayres and other places, and tire 
preserved with the fame facility, as long as one pleafes, without fpoiiing ; and they arc 
in fuch quantity, that all the provinces round arc liipplicd with them, <va.y, as far 
as Paraguay, which is three or lour liundr. J leagues more. The bread is excellent, fo 
is the oil, and all forts ol legumes and gardening; the fdh better than the fea-iiih ; 
the flax and hemfl astvgood as that of Chile; the materials lor tanning verv goody 
and, in fhoft, it has all nccalTaries lor life, witii as much advantage as any other 
country. 

J 

This beitig thus, and even more than 1 relate, what is there wanting to this land, or. 
what are its blots? punaifes, thunder, lightning, hail. And what other country has 
not fome of thefe? Shall we fay, beeatife ! - J has exc nt-I Chile bv a lingular 
providence from thefe things, that therefore Cuyo is an in .mrry ? No, for then we 
muft condemn molt countries where tiiefe all lifting circum fiances are found. And though 
it muft be burned, that in the lummcr the heats are great, yet they do not exceed thofe 
of Tucaman, Buenos Ayres, and Paraguay ; and they are inferior to thole of Brafil, and 
thofe of Carajas, Carthagena, Puerto Bello, and Panama, as I myfelf have experienced in 
fome of thofe places. Anil thefe parts of Cuyo have fome amends made them from 
the neighbourhood of the fuow; for the city of Mendoza is not above a league from 
the C.otdillera, which is full of it ; • and likewife the good qualities ol the air do lome- 

tliing moderate the heat ; for it is fo healthy, that it never hurts any body by being in. 
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it, which makes them fleep in their gardens abroad, without any appjehenfion, except 
it be of fome fudden lhower which does often happen in fummer ; for on a fudden, 
though the heavens be clear and bright, it grows cloudy, and fells a raining with great 
fury ; but this may be eafily remedied ; and likewife the thunders and thunderbolts 
might be avoided, which are the things which fright thpfe of Chile moll, they being fo 
little ufed to ^hem ; and therefore at the very name of Cuyo, they think the heavens 
are falling upon their heads, or that the punaifes, and other naufeous vermin are never 
to leave them ; fo that no greater mortification can be propofed to an inhabitant of 
Chile, than to go to live in Cuyo. And befides all this, the vaft fnows which fell on 
the mountains, lhut up the paffes, and hinder all communication or intercourfe ; fo 
that in five or fix months one cannot receive a letter, though thofe two provinces are 
not above thirty or forty leagues afunder, that is, the breadth of that chain of 
mountains called the Cordillera. This therefore is that which difcredits Cuyo ; and 
if it had been further off from Chile, it would have had a better name ; but it is with 
that, as with two loaves, which though both good, yet if one be whiter and better, n© 
body Will touch the other, the bell being always moll pleafing. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the Confines of the Province of Cuyo, and particularly of iti Eafterly 
Bounds, the Pampas, and of the River of Plata. 

% 

THE confines of this province of Cuyo to the well, are Chile ; and to the eaft, the 
Pampas, or vail plains of the Rio de la Plata, and part of Tucuman ; which reaching 
as fer as thofe of Rioca, and the mountains of St. Michael, with all the reft as far 
as Salta and Jujuy, make the north fide of if ; and to the fouth, it has the ftraights of 
Magellan. All this continent is called the Efcombradas, or plains without hindrance ; 
for there is not fo much as any ftop to the eye ; but it is like a fca, and the' fun feems 
to rife and fet out of the earth ; and at its riling, it is fometime that if gives but little 
light ; as alfo it lofes fome of its beams before it be quite out ol fight when it fets. 
The way of travelling in thofe plains is with very high carts, which they cover over 
neatly with«hoops, over which are cow-hides, with doors to go in aim out; and thefe 
are drawn by oxen : there are alfo windows to give a free paffage to fhe air, and on 
the bottom one makes one’s bed with fo much conveniency, that often travellers lleep 
out the whole journey, and feel not any of the inconveniences which attend it. 
Generally they fet out about two hours before fun-fet, and travel all night,' till it be an 
hour or two after fun-rifing ; fo that a traveller juft wakes when he comes to the 
baiting-place. This mull be owned to be a great conveniency ; becaufe one may alfo 
walk on foot fometimes, in the cool, before one lies down, and fo one comes merrily 
and eafily to one’s journey’s end. 

There is alfo another entertainment which helps to pafs the time pleafantly, and that 
is hunting : and for this end fome carry horles empty, and dogs on purpofe ; and 
there is game enough both of hare and venifon : for there are herds of Guanacos, of 
two or three hundred. The dog follows them; and the young-ones, not able to 
follow, are left behind, which the hunter knocks on the head with a club he carries, 
without lighting from his horfe, and returns to the carts loaden with venifon, which 
ferve for provifion as well as entertainment. At other times they follow ‘the partridges, 
francolins, or the bird called Quiriquincho. But to all this there are abatements and 
mja^ures of trouble : the firft is, the mighty heat in fummer ; for which reafon, left 
the o*en Ihould be ftifled with it, they travel in the night ; and when they come to 
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halt, or bait in the day time, it is in places where there is not fo much as a tree, under 
whofe /hade one may reft : nor is there any other fhade than that of the cart, and 
feme coverlet upon it ; for to go into it, is like going into an oven. But this is not all 
the way, there being fome pleafant running ftreams and rivers bordered with green 
willow-trees, which very much mitigates the fury of the heat. The greateft incon- 
venience that I perceived in that journey, was the want of water ; which is fo great, 
that we were forced to provide ourielves, when we arrived at any of thefc rivers, for 
many days journey ; for there is no other, except fometimes fome plalhes remaining of 
rain-water j and that is all green, and can ferve only for the oxen : and yet this is rare 
too ; for thefe are often dried up to mud, and then one is forced to double the 
day’s, journey, and march as far again ; fo that the cattle is almoft dead with 
third. I have feen fometimes, on thefe occafions, the oxen take a run as if they were 
mad or poffeffed ; for they know by inltinft, a league or two before they come at 
it^ the places where it is, as if they fmclled it ; fo there is no flopping thofe that 
are loo ;* and even thofe who are at the yoke, make what hafte they can ; ar^d when 
they get to the water, they raile the mud fo by their hafte, that they drink as 
much mud as water. 

When this happens, while there is any of the water left that was taken at the river, 
and carried in carts, the misfortune is the lefs ; but u hen that water is already fpent, 
the people fufler extremely : for though mod commonly fome one man is fent before 
to take up fome water of the cleareft, before the oxen trouble it, yet they make fuch 
hafte, that that prevention molt commonly mifearries ; and then we are fain to flop 
our nofes, and fhut our eyes to drink, and divert even our imagination, if we can. And 
to all this there is no remedy, but from heaven, as it happened to me once, that it 
pleafed God to fend us a fhower in our greateft extremity, which filled feveral wells, 
and there was enough for us and our cattle, as alfo to carry away ; for which we 
thanked ttte Divine Majefty, acknowledging his great mercy to us in fo prefling circum- 
ftances. • • 

Thfc differing would not be fo great, if there were any towns and villages in the 
way ; for there are little lakes, by which they might fettle, which, though fome years 
they yield no water, yet it is to be come at by a little digging, and that not^ery deep ; 
and if there were people in thofe defarts, # wells might be made, or the rain-water 
gathered in cifternj, as it is pra&ifed in feveral other places. But thefe plains are fo 
vaft, that they can hafdly be peopled, being extended for feveral hundred leagues ; 
and befides, there being no tnftfe fettled of any importance in thofe parts, there cannot 
be inns nor places of fhelter fettled ; and fo at prefent, whoever travels that way, mufl 
carry every thing ; for when once one is fet out, there is no addition to be made ; 
and therefore all is to be provided, more or le r< ?, according to one’s ability ; and that 
muff be at leaft a fortnight’s allowance, and fometimes twoi-t’. or thirty days, till one 
comes to fome inhabited place. This is the manner of travelling in the plains of Cuyo, 
and Tucuman, and the Rio Plata, where in many leagues one does not foe a hill, nor a 
ftone, nor a tree, but continual phins ; and if, to drefs your victuals, you have not the 
forefight to carry fome wood, all the remedy is to gather the cow-dung, which ferves 
the tarn very^ill. In fome places of this province of Cuyo, there are woods near thd 
rivers, from whence may be had materials for building ; and hard-by the Cordillera 
there is a fort df tree that breeds incenfe. 1 brought fome of it to Rome, and the 
dryggifts sold me* that H was finer than the ordinary, confumed in churches. There 
grows there alf the herb called Xarilla^which is very hot, and a good medicine, as 
we have faid already. There are Many others, of which I cannot give fo particular an 
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account, as not having made any ftay in thofe parts j neither am I in a place where I 
can advantage myfelf of thofe relations, that others might give me } and which may 
Ferve for larger hiftbries than mine, I pretending only to brevity. Therefore let this 
fuffice for an agmunt of the fituation, foil, heavens, proprieties, trees, plants, fruits, 
metals, flocks, fountains, rivers, fea-fiihes, and birds, in, all the three parts or divifions 
of the kingdom of Chile. Let us now fay a word of its inhabitants, the old Indians, 
who have pofleffed it all formerly. 


BOOK 111. 

or THE INH UJITAN’l ? 01 lltl KIXOUOM Ol tlliU 

CHAP. 1. — Of the firjl that people d Amu ua, and tbui Anla/un y. 

T'HE knowledge of the firil inhabitants ol the kingdom ol Chile, depends neceflarify 
upon that of the firft inhabitants of America, winch is not eafy to be made out. 
If we Ihould take the opinion of the Indian Guancas, near the valley ol Xavia, they 
would certainly affirm, that which is a conflant tradition among the natives of Peru, 
and before they had any knowledge of our faith, and is, that many years before there 
were Ingas, who were the kings of thofe parts, the country being very populous, there 
was a great deluge : (thus/ar it is well.) But then they add, that in the hollow rocks 
of the hig heft mountains, there remained fonie alive, who returned and peopled the 
earth afreih ; and the fame tradition is received by the Indians of Quito in Collao. If 
this were fo, the Indians of Chile might lay claim to the new peopling ol America ; 
for if any. their mountains were molt capable of refilling the deluge, they being the 
higheft that are yet difeovered. There are other Indian mountaineers, who are lefs 
mutaken ; for they affirm, that none could be faved in the mountains, becaufe they 
were all covered with water ; but that fix were faved in a float jjbey made. If they had 
faid eight, they would have hit upon the number v.tyich the apoftle St. Peter fays 
efcaped with Noah in the ark which he built. 

Antonio de Herrera, in the third tome of the General Iliflbry of the Indians, ex- 
cufes thefe errors of the Indians, laying, it was probable there was feme particular 
deluge in thofe parts, • to which they might allude, becaufe all the nations of that 
world are agreed in this tradition. The true and natural cxcufe is, that thefe poor 
wretches have not had the good fortune to fee the chapter of Exodus, where they 
would have been undeceived ; for there it is faid, that “ out of the ark of Noah there 
was not left any living thing upon the earth, and that the water was fifteen cubits 
over the tops of the highelt mountains. ” The other Indians, who talk of the fix 
men faved on the float, may have had fome tradition from their forefathers, who were 
nearer the time of Noah, about the ark j and’ as they are a people who haye no 
books, becaufe they cannot read, whatsoever th^y might learn from th,eir anceftors, 
and f£tain in their memories, might by degrees be loft, or din^ftilbflilf and .fo the 
defendants- came to have the tale of the float and the fix perfons, , Reexamining how 
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it poffibly could be, that upon fo flight a contrivance, which can hardly laft three or 
four day® intuthe water, thofe people ihould maintain therafelves for fo . long Rs the de- 
luge laftad.? ^ As for thi^ manner and time, how and when the defendants of Noah 
pafled to people this new world, or how their generations have extend fo far, it is a 
molt difficult thing to make opt ; for the Indians being without wmlen records^ as 
other nations have, there is no diving by their memories into their antiquities, which 
even When they are committed to writing, ufe to produce variety of opinions about the 
origin and beginning of things. Befides, there was in Europe, even among the moft 
learned, fo great an ignorance of all that regarded America, that it was judged fcarce 
inhabitable, if it was at all ; and fo they , could give us no light of a thing they had 
no notion of, or which they thought impoffible ; but after the difcovery of this new 
world, people began to reafon, and every one made his gueffes or reafonings as well 
as he could. Some have faid, with reference to what is hinted by Plato, in his Timasus, 
(as is related by our father Acofta, in his firfl. book of the New World, in the twenty- 
fecond chapter,; that people paffed from Europe and Africa, to certain iflands ; and 
fo from one to another, till they came to the Terra Firnia of America. 

The fame author advances fomething more probable, in his nineteenth chapter ; 
where he fays, that fuppofing we all came from the firfl; man Adam, and that the pro- 
pagation of the fpecies of mankind, after the deluge, was made by thofe only who were 
faved out of the ark of Noah, it is not improbable, that the firfl inhabitants of Ame- 
rica came to thofe parts, not with defign, or by their own induftry, becaufe of the little 
ufe of navigation that was in thofe days, and particularly through fo great a fea ; but 
that they were caft by fome ftorm on thofe coafts, as it happened fince in its firfl difco- 
.very, as we fhall fee hereafter in its proper place. He brings, to prove this, the 
example of feveral fhips, which, contrary to their courfe, have been driven to very 
remote fhores. This is every day’s experience, and will not furprife thofe who know 
any thing •of the ftrength of the winds and currents in thofe feas ; and that which the 
fame father Acofta aljpdges of himfelf, that he bad fuch a paffage, that in fourteen 
days he came within fight of the firfl iflands of the gulph of Mexico, going from 
Spain. 

This, though probable, has yet a ftrong obje&ion againfl it, which is* about the 
wild beafts, fuch as tigers, fillns, wolves, and others of that nature, which could not 
be carried in fhips, becaufe they were of no 1 ufe to mankind, but rather mifchievous : 
and though fome may ruifwer with St. Auftin, in his fixteenth book De Civitate Dei> 
cliap. 7. whfin he folves the difficulty how thefe animals came into iflands, and' fays, 
that they might either fwim thither, or be carried by hunters, or that they might be 
created a-new by God Almighty, as they were in the beginning of the world; which 
, is the beft folution, if it were as probable as it is eafy to fay. But firfl, there is againft 
it the opinions of philofophers, who will hot allow any gre:. . a^uals to be propagated 
any other, way than by generation} And befides, if God, as without doubt he might, 
hid created them a-new, what neceffity was there for him to command Noah to tako 
fo mn^r pairs of all living creatures, all male and female ? which care feems fuper* 
flubus, if God defigncd to make a fecond creation of all thofe fpecies after the deluge. 
It is niore probable, thefe creatures might arrive at the iflands fwimming, and the 
bird* ’flying/^jmricularly to the neareft iflands; but this does not prove, that they 
coulq thofe remote parts of America, there being fuch a vail ocean, that it 

* ,or birds fhould have fo much fbtength as to fwim or 

ny over it; if^^rireafon he^cdncludes in^the end of the' one and twentieth chapter*, 
that the men; ; as Weilra® animals, paffed either by land or wider to; America, tu£& 
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fonle pari where it joins to the other parts of the world* either by the Terra de Baca* 
laos, or the ftraight of Magellan, that is not feparated put by ordinary little Amarations 
of water and foa, which might be eafily paffed in fmall vends, fuch as went In ufe in 
thofe antient time§. 

This is the author's opinion j which, as to the Ter/a de Bacalaos, carries with it 
only the probability of an ingenious conjecture, becaufe as yet that part of die world 
has not been difcovered ; but if in time it proves like the conjecture about the ftraights 
of Magellan, it is all without any grounds ; for, as we have already related, it is now 
made plain, that America on that fide is entirely divided from the other parts of the 
world by a vaft fea. It is true, that to the eaft it is not known yet how far that land 
ruhS, which is over-againft the Terra del Fuego, and is on the eaft fide of the ftraight 
of St. Vincent, otherwife called the ftraight of Lc Maire ; for fome think that it may 
run as far as the Cape of Good Hope, and fo be fo near that part of Africa, that 
men might pafs in fmall veffels from the one to the other. It is likewife uncertain, 
that the continent of America ever was nearer than it now is to any other continent, 
or that the fea has fince broke away part of either, to make the reparation wider, as 
we have obferved it did in the ifland of San&a Maria, which is fuppofed to have for- 
merly been all of one continued piece with the firm land of Arauco ; but thefe are all 
conjeftures, and he alone knows the truth who created thefe men, and other animals 
of America, and by whofe providence they paffed to thofe parts, for the great ends 
of his hidden fecrets j to whom, with all veneration for his counfels, we muft fubmit 
the enquiry, why he has been pleafed that that part of the world fhould remain un- 
difeovered for lb many ages, without any communication with thofe parts where his 
divine light has appeared fooner. Thefe are confiderations for the good to make ufe 
of with thanks, for having been admitted to it ; and confufion of the wicked, who 
at noon-day arc as much in the dark as if it had never dawned.' 

Peter Bertius, in his geography, as John and Theodore de Bry do relate, collects 
the antiquity of thofe nations of America, from their moft antient kings and lords, and 
from the ruins of antient edifices, and other memorable things ; for this argues the 
largenefs of time in which all* this was done. Amongft other things he mentions the 
report of one of their gardens belonging to fome king, (which muft be of Peru, who 
were always the richeft,) in which all the herbs, and plants, and fhrubs, with their 
trunks, leaves, and flowers of their natural proportion, were of maffy gold ; and in 
the houfes of recreation, there were all forts of animals made*of precious ftones, and 
fome of feathers of various colours. They fay befidesj «that the Ingas, Who were the 
emperors of Peru, were the richeft princes in the world : and that they had fo much 
gold, that not only the plate they eat in were of that metal, but all tjieir houfhold 
ftufF and furniture were of the fame, to their tables, benches, cupboards, nay, to the 
ftatues thcmfelves ; a great deal of which fell to the Spaniards’ lhare when they Con- 
quered thofe parts ; but the beft part was hid and concealed by the Indians, which to 
this day they keep undifeovered, being in that way of fecret intractable and extremely 
dofe. Neither is it any wonder that thofe princes fhould ufe fo much gold*, fince they 
Were matters of more of that metal than any others ; being fo beloved by their fubjeds, 
that whatever they had that was precious, they prefented it to them j and they Were 
fo inclined to hoard it, that whoever fucceeded in monarchy made it a point of ftate 
ifot to touch, but rather to increafe the treafure of his father ; of winch a great proof 
Wm the Vaft fum which Atahualpa offered for h» ranfom, and paid 0 thr S^abiards 
We fhali fee hereafter. 
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Amongft other precious pieces of gold work, authors make particular tnention, 
and adni^e with re^fon,. that chain which the king Guaynacapa, the eleventh' king of 
Ifctty, caused to be made at the birth of hi$ fon Guafcar,, who was to inherit his crown, 
for each link of.it was as big as the wrift of a man, (as is reported by Gareiladb de 
la Vega, Who had it from an uncle of his, an Inga alfo, who told hihpi, when he stfked 
the bignefs, as big as this, flawing his wrift,) and as long as twice the length of the 
great place of Cufco, which in all iftight be about feven hundred feet long. And the 
condator, Au^uftin de Varate, in his firft book, chap. 14. treating of tne incredible 
riches of that Inga, fays thefc words : “ Guaynacapa at the birth of his fon, caufed 
a great cable of gold to be made (as is attefted by feveral Indians now alive) of fo much 
weight, that two hundred Indians could but jufl lift it up from the ground ; for me- 
mory of which they gave the name of Guafcar Inga to the new-born prince j for 
Gualca fignifies a cable ; and the firname of Inga was added, as that of Auguftus to 
the Roman emperors. ” Thus far this author : but this name, or word Guafca, not 
being fo decent in its figrification for a prince, they added the r to it, and neverthelefs 
eternized the memory of that rich chain. • 

The chiefeft motive the king had to order this chain to be made, was, that the 
dances which were to be made at his birth, might be more folenm and worthy of his 
royal perfon ; becaufc the manner of dancing of the Indians, is to take one another 
by the hands, and make a ciicle: and fo moving two Heps forward, and one back- 
ward, draw clofer and clofei to the king, to make their obeifances ; and the king 
caufed this chain to be made, for them to take hold of, inftead of taking hold of 
one another. 

. A great proof likewife of this antiquity of the empire of Peru, is thofe two high- 
ways mentioned by Herrera; for being of that vaft length, and worked with all thofe 
conveniences for travellers, they could not be made but by length of time, and with 
a long continued labour. This is what I find of the antiquity of the firft inhabitants 
of America, in which ^we may comprehend the Indians of Chile. 

* 

* 

CHAP. II. — Of the great Courage and Boldnefs of the Indians of Chile. 

THE Indians of Chile are famed by all who have writ of them, for the boldell; and 
moft valiant warrlbrs pf all the ' aft extent of the new world : it were to be wifhed 
by us, that*this had not beep* confirmed by woful expeiiencc, for then the kingdom 
of Chile would have been one of the moft flourifhing kin*, do ”s of the Indies, without 
the continual wars which it has maintained for about an hundred years, without ever 
ceafing, or laying down its arms. This is the more confiderable, if we reflett, that 
the Spaniards having fubje&ed, in fo little a tim\ thofe vaft empires of Mexico and 
Peru, have neverthelefs not been able, in fo great a time, to 1 jr ,uer the Indians of 
Chile, fons of the great Cordillera, from whofe rocks they fee m to borrow their 
tuttameabk ftrength and fiercenefs. Except we fhould fay with Friar Gregory of 
Leqn, ,tha|t this bravery comes from the fertility of the earth, which, a? he fays, and 
is tr^e, dpejS not need any thing from abroad. To which he adds, the birth of thefe 
people, who all their life tread upon fo much gold, and drink the water which runs 
over thefe rich minerals, by which ‘they participate of its good and generous qualities, 
aa it ja thofe who , live .at Potofi, near that vaft mountain of filver, who 

are fo ftout aaCMughty^as has appeared in the many revolutions that have happened 
these* Let this be as it will, all authors agree, that they are the top nation of America,. 
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though hitherto no one has treated purpofely of this matter. There are now two hif- 
tories in the prefs, which, will make out, by particulars, all that has been laid of this 
nation. Don Alonfo de Ereilla fays enough, in his famous poem called the Araucana ; 
but becaufe it is in verfe, it feems to leffen fomething the real truth } jtnd yet abftraft- 
ing /rom the hyt^rboles and enlargings of poetry, all the hiftorical part is very con- 
formable to truth, he being a gentleman of great quality, and an eye-udtnefs of what 
he affirms ; for what he wrote was not by hearfa^ but upon the very foot where the 
things happened ; fo that he might have had as many contradi&ors as fmhad witnefles, 
who were prefent as well as he at what pafled. 

He dedicated his book to the moft Catholick King, his lord and mafter ; and pre* 
fenting to him with his own hand, when he came from Chile to Spain, it is to be pre- 
fumed he would not have dared to fail in the exa&nefs of truth, for fear of receiving 
a chaftifement, inftead of a reward, which he obtained for it. Let any read his pro- 
logue, in which, in a very good ftyle, and in pi ofe, he gives a noble account of the 
valour of the Indians, and concludes his preface with thefe words : — •“ I have faid all 
this, as u proof and clear demonftration of the valour of thefe nations, worthy of all 
the encomiums I can give them in my verfes , and befides, there are now in Spain fe- 
veral perfons who were prefent at many of the aftions which 1 here defcribe, and refer 
to them the defence of my work on that fide.” Thus far this author, worthy of im- 
mortal praife for his incomparable book, which, thotfgh publifhcd above fifty years 
ago, and printed in Spain and Flanders, is yet continually reprinted j which fhows the 
value the curious and the learned have for it. The Araucanos are indeed the chief 
fubjed of it ; and yet what is faid of them may be extended to all the Indians of Chile, 
as we fhall fee in its proper place, when we (hall treat of the wars they had with the 
Spaniards. 

But before ever the Spaniards fet their feet on their ground, they had given fufficient 
proof of their bravery, which was invincible, to the Ingas, emperors of P<;ru, fince 
with all their power they could never conquer them, though they endeavoured it, as 
being extremely inclined to enlarge their dominions ; and they defired it the more, for 
the fame of Chile, to which they fent a powerful army, and which made fome pro- 
grefs at firft. fubje&ing fome nations to extraordinary tributes. But as they purified 
their point, and came to the valley of Maule, they met with the Promocaes, to whofe 
fuccour the Chilenos, who inhabited more within the country, were come, and forced 
the army of the Ingas to retire in hafte. Garcilafio dc la Vega jelathig this more par- 
ticularly, fays, «. i 

That the Inga yn Pangue, the tenth king of Peru, came to the confines of his own 
kingdom, to a place called Atacama, to be nearer at hand to attend the conqueft of 
ChUe : and from thence firft fent his fcouts through the fourfeore leagues! 1 of unculti- 
vated country, which was between his kingdom and Chile, with orders to difpatch* a 
man, every two leagues, with an account of what they difeovered ; which they did, 
one meflenger following another, and leaving in the way certain marks, whereby they 
that came laft might guide themfelves. He firft fent ten thoufand men, under the com- 
mand of General Sinchiruca, and two other colonels of his own kindred, not being 
willing to commit to any other’s care fo great an enterprife. They came within fight 
of the valley of Copiapo, which is the firft inhabited valley of Chile ; with theJjKua- 
bitants of which, the Peruvians began to fkirmifh, becaule they had not. ad nftffi iM the 
emb^fly which they fent them as from the .Inga, to pwn him for their lord ; *&ndwjthal, 
having, given notice*of the refiftance they found to the Ing% he fent 
men more, with a new fummons, alluring them, that his,dgfign vras?$Pnf) take their 
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country from them, but only that they fliould ow him as fon of the fun, and lord of 
ail that . 6y him. Thofe bf Copiapo feeihg thi^ hew relief 

to; thrir. enemies, and Slowing that it would not be the laft, becaufe thelnga yn Pan- 
gae will, preparing .another fuccour, and being convinced that this,^ 
would edit them lei's than the blood that muft be fpilt in a long reftlabce, they agreed 
to own the Inga as he defired. ^ 

This was tte firft entrance of the Peruvians as far as Maule, which is one of the 
rivers of Chile, as has been faid already. By this time, the army of the Peruvians 
was fifty thoufand men, and defiring to profecute their conqueft, they fent their ordi- 
nary embaffy to the nation of the Promocaes, who having already been informed of 
their, invading their neighbours, were in arms to defend their country. The ambaffa- 
dors of the Inga delivered their accuftomcd meffage, protefting, that their lord defign- 
ed nothing more, than to be acknowleded as fon of the fun, and honoured accordingly 
by their fubmiffion. The Promocaes, who were refolved to defend their liberties, made 
anfwer, “ That the conquerors fhould be the lords and mailers and fo uniting all 
their forces, came on the fourth day, and prefented battle to the Peruvians. The 
Inga’s generals, furpriled at fuch a courageous refolution, fent them a new fummons, 
defiring their friendfhip and peace, calling the fun and moon to witnefs, that they came 
not to fpoil them of their lands or goods, but only to oblige them to own the fun for 
their God, and the Inga for his fon and their lord. To which they received anfwer, 
that they came not to fpend time in talking, or vain difeourfes, but to fight manfully 
till they fhould conquer or die ; adding, that they might prepare themfelves for battle 
the next day, as it happened ; and the Promocaes overcame that powerful army of the 
•Inga’s, fo that they had no mind to try their fortune any more, but made their retreat, 
leaving the Promocaes in peace, and full poffeflion of their lands, which they had fo 
bravely defended. Antonio de Herrera, in his third tome, and fifth decade, treating 
of the refibn why thofe of Chile refufed to fubmit to thofe monarchs the Ingas, fays, 
that it was becaufe of* the great reverence with which they made their fubje&s treat 
themj as if they were gods, and approach them as if they were another fpecies ; 
which the Chilenians could not bear, their mind being too lofty and generous to fub- 
mit to fuch a tyranny, which they conftantly oppofed ; infomuch, that though the Ingas 
had conquered the bell part of that continent, yet the Chilenians never did yield to 
their power. Perhaps the nearelt provinces to Peru, fuch as thofe of Guafco, Co- 
quirnbo, and Copiapo, "did in fome meafure acknowledge their power, fince they paid 
a tribute in gold ; and for that reafon, thefe provinces alone in all the kingdom of 
Chile, do fpeak the common language of Peru, which is a very ftrong proof of what 
I here fay. 

# For the fame reafon that they refilled the Ingas, they did not care to have any king 
of* their own nation, the love of their liberty prevailing againll a" the reafons of ftate, 
which might move them to have one monarch ; neither did the) la “ into any popular 
form of government, or commonwealth ; for their warlike temper did not afford pa- 
tience enough for the phlegmatick debates, neceffary for the union of to many minds. 
Thyfe every family chofe one among them to govern them. From this arofe the Ca- 
ciques, who are the fovereigns among them, and by degrees had that power hereditary, 
and tfeeir, children after them enjoy it, with all its rights. 

But though* every one governs independently his own diftrid or jurifdiftion, yet 
when the occaffpn offers, that the fafety of all is concerned,- there is an affembly of the 
Caciques, andfbnajecrf the elders of the people, who are men of experience, and are 
fummoned after their way by particular meffengers. In thefe councils they refolve wK^t 
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they think moft convenient ; which, if it be a cafe of war, either defenfive or offenfive, 
they chufe the general, not one of the moft noble of the Caciques, or the moft power- 
ful, but he who has the fame of the moft valiant, and has beft behaved himfelf on the 
like occafion agjunft their enemies ; and when he is juftly chofen, all the other Ca- 
ciques obey him' pun&ually. It is after this manner thaf they have preferved themfelves 
fo many years againft all the ftrength that has been brought againft them. To make 
thefe anemblies, they chufe out fome very pleafant place, field, or meadow ; and thi- 
ther they -bring great ftore of provifion, and ftrong drink, called Chica, which is in- 
Head of wine. Being all afTembled, and well warmed with this liquor, and excited in their 
martial temper, there rifes up one of the moft ancient, to whofe lot it falls, to propofe 
the bufinefs of that meeting ; who with great eloquence (for in that they are very fa- 
mous) opens the matter, and brings all the reafons and motives of perfuafion that he 
can. All are obliged to yield to the majority of opinion ; and when the refult is made, 
it is publifhed with the found of drums and trumpets, and a mighty noife ; but yet al- 
lowing every one the term of three days to refleft and conftder on what has been re- 
folved j" after which, if they find no inconveniency, the execution is infallible, and they 
think of the means of bringing the bufinefs about by the moft proper methods. 


CHAP. III. — The fame Subjed is purfued , and the Nobility of the Indians of Chile 

examined. 

ANTONIO DE HERRERA, in the place already cited in the laft chapter, fays, 
that there are fome of the Indians reputed above the/ as gentlemen ; and then he 
adds thefe words, “ Of this fort have been, and ftill are, the Indians of Chile.” In 
which he fays well ; for if valour and the glory of arms make gentlemen, as may be 
feen in Andreas Tiraquello, in his book De Nobilitate et Jure Primogcnitorufi ; and if 
many noble families -do to this day derive themfelves from fome great-captain or famous 
foldier, the Chilean Indians having fo often fignalized their valour in fights, they may 
very juftly be diftinguifhed from all the other Indians, and reputed more noble. In 
Ihort, they cue the untamed Cantabri of America, who, like thole of Europe, defended 
themfelves, when all the reft of it was enfiaved ; and repulfed the conquering monarchs 
of Peru to the extreme confines of their provinces. 

And there is one circumllance more particular than under tfee Cantabrians, becaufe 
they had the advantage of their mountains, and the bawennefs of their country, not 
fo inviting to a conqueror ; but in Chile it was otherwife : the richnefs of its mines, 
and its foil full of delicious valleys, and a clear and rich territory, having been always 
well known, the only valour and bravery of its inhabitants was then the defence of 
the country : thefe were the fortreffes and walls of it ; for without a bit of fortifica- 
tion of any fort, or fo much as one fire-arm, they obliged their powerful enemy to a 
fhameful retreat. Indeed, this is a thing worthy of great admiration ; yet not fo much 
to thofe who know how thefe Indians value themfelves upon being good foldiers, ufing 
themfelves to arms, even from their childhood ; of which, it will not be amifs to fpeak 
a little. 

When a child is ftrong enough, they make it run up the rocky fide of a hill, giv- 
ing him that does it beft, fome prize or reward : this makes them veflry Ijimble and 
light ; and 1 have feen them, in their feafts and entertainments, run two and two for 
wages with wonderful fwiftnefs ; and thofe who fliew little difpofition to this exercife, 
are applied to follow day-labour, but the others they referve for war, not fuffering 
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them to take any other employments, but mind their arms and their horfes, that they 
may be perfed in all their exercifes. To thefe they aflign their poll upon occafion, 
according as each has behaved himfelf in thofe which he has been in before ; and they 
have in this no ccmfideration of gentility, interceflion of others, or other motives, but 
that alone of a good performance, and the many proofs given by them of their couifcge 
and conduct in war. 

The arms they ufe are pikes, halberts, lances, hatchets, maca 6 of arms, bars, darts, 
arrows, and clubs ; as alfo ftrong noofes to throw' upon a horfeman, and flings. Their 
horfe fight with lance and buckler, which they have learned from the Spaniards, and 
from them they have had their horfes ; for before their time, they had neither horfe 
nor iron, but they have a hard wood, which grows yet harder by being turned in the 
fire, and is almoft as ufcful as fteel. They have hard and ftrong corfelets, back and 
breaft, and thighs, arms, bracelets, gauntlets, helmets, morions; all thefe of a hard- 
ened leather, fo prepared when raw, that it becomes by drying as impenetrable as any 
fteel ; and they are fomething better, becaufe more manageable, and do embar^afs the 
body lefs, as being lighter ; and fo the man is more at his eafc, anil better dilpofed in 
fight. Among them the pi kern an may not be an archer ; neither can any that ufes 
the mace of arms, ufe other arms ; fo every one beftirs himfelf with the arms he is 
ufecl to. * 

In forming their battalions, every file is of above an hundred men, and between every 
pikeman an archer, who are defended by the pikemen, who clofe their fhoulders to- 
gether ; and if their firft battalion is broken, the fecond relieves them with fo much 
readinefs, that there feems not that any have failed ; and fo by the third and fourth 
following each other, like weaves of the fea, without any interruption ; and no man 
forfakes his rank but by death They always endeavour to have fome bog or lake not 
far off for a retreat ; for there they are more in fafety than in die ftrongeft caftle. 
Their vohfpteers go before the battalion, trailing their pikes w'ith fo much ftate, and 
are themfclves fo haugkty, that, like Goliah, they challenge their enemy to meet them 
body fo body ; and they do the fame ro the Spaniards, giving themfelves great airs of 
pride. They march to the found of their drums and trumpets, having their arms gar- 
nilhed with all variety of beautiful colours, and themfelves adorned w'ith great plumes 
of rich feathers, fo that they appear very handfome and fightly. 

When they makg any forts for their defence, it is of great trees interwoven with 
each other, and leaving in the middle a place of aims; and formerly within this fort * 
they uled to make another of thick planks. Behind this, th j make a great ditch, 
covered over with plants and flowers, but underneath them lliarp ftakes to lame the 
enemy’s horfes; fome they make deeper, that die horfes may remain there ftaked 
■ through. 

Many of them are fubjeCt to great fuperftitions and auguries, '■•Nerving the omens, 
both before and at the time of their undertaking; but many of tin .11 laugh at thofe 
obfervationsj faying, there are no better omens than good blows, and ftoijt laying about 
them, without fear of either fteel, fire, or any fort of death ; and it is certainly fo, 
that their firft encounter is terrible, and as if they feared no one thing in the world. 
When they are drawn up, and ready to engage, there is filence made, and the;, general 
raiftng his voice ? begins an harangue, fo full of l’pirit, filled with fuch warm incitations, 
and. fuch lively a&ion, that the cowardlielt among them become like lions and tygers 
againft their enemies. He lays beforfc them the glory of victory, apd the fliame of 
being overcome, and made captives and flave§ to their adverfaries. “ Take notice,” 
fays he, “ that there is now no medium between thofe two extreme : are not you the 4 
vol. xiv. q {om 
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fons and grand-children of thofe brave men, who have fought fo many battles, 
and ventured all to defend that country and liberty, for which we now fight ? 
Shall we own that they exceed us in bravery, or that the enemies we encounter 
are fuperior to thofe whom they overcame ? Had they lefs motives than we have ? 
or do we hope for lefs glory ? We mull all die ; and in the equality of that common 
fete, the only difference is dying nobly for our dear country, and the liberty of 
our wives and children ; therefore rouze up that courage which you have inherited 
from your anceftors, who never could endure the thoughts of that infamous yoke 
of llavery upon their necks. Courage then, brave men, as brave as any the fun 
fees ; courage, for in that lies victory.” 

Witli thefe, and other fuch words, and calling to mind fome of their victories, they 
grow fo warm, that raifmg a cry of war, they drive away all fear, and exprel’s 
great defire of engaging their enemies ; which they do with fo much fury and refo- 
lution, that a battalion that Hands their firfl: fhock is a very firm one. But we will 
treat further of this when we fhall fpeak of the battles they have had with the Spaniards, 
whofe valour has fet theirs in its lull re, obliging them to give fuch proofs as are 
worthy to be recorded in hiftory. Let us purfue now the account of their natural 
qualities, independently from the refiftance which they have made to His Catholick 
Majefty’s arms. 

The warlike fpirit of this nation proceeds from their natural temper, which is cholerick 
and impatient, proud, arrogant, and fierce, very cruel in their revenge, cutting their 
enemies (when in their power) inhumanly to pieces, and wallowing in their blood. 
We fhall relate a cafe hereafter, in which fomething of this will be feen. They are 
ftrong and robuft of body, well proportioned, large fhoulders, high chcfts, well fet in 
their members, nimble, atlive, vigorous, and nervous, courageous and undertaking, 
enduring hunger, thirfi, heat, cold ; defpifing all conveniences ' of life, even their own 
[mall ones, having little value for their very lives, when it is neceflary to hazard them, 
either for glory or liberty ; conftant in their refolutions, and peffifting in a thing once 
jegun with incredible fteadinefs. 

They are excellent horfemen, and upon a fingle faddle-cloth, or without one, they 
ire as firm as others in war-faddles : they will ride down the fide of a hill, pr a 
precipice, as if they were goats, with their bodies as flraight and as firm on horfeyack, 
is if they were nailed to the horfc : they have no trouble with the baggage they 
want, for they carry but little with them ; not but that when' they march they 
have their little pack of flour of maize, a little fait', r fome Pimientos,' or Guinea 
pepper, and dried flefh ; and this is enough to maintain them a good while. They 
need no other kitchen utenfils than a gourd or calabafh, with which, when they 
come to a river or fpring, they open their flour-bag, and wet a little with the 
water, and that ferves them for drink ; and for meat, when they put more of it 
with a little fait and pepper, this they call Rubul ; and fometimes they eat their 
meal dry, ' with flices of dried flefh. 

The great numbers of people which that country has maintained, may be colle&ed 
from the people that the Spaniards found there at their firft coming, which was about 
200,000, more or lefs, according to the greatnefs of the diftri&s or territories, and 
their habitations, which never were in form of a city or town ; for the Indians cannot 
endure any formal conftraint, but love to live free in the fields ; and every Cacique, 
or lord, governed his own vafials, who placed • themfelves according to their con- 
veniencies, fome in one valley, and fome in another ; fome at the foot of moun- 
tains, others on the fide of rivers; fome by the fea-fide, or on the top of moun- 
tains ; 
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fains • but all Under no other form of government, than the will of their lord, the 
Cacique,, to whom they yielded a ready and prompt ^obedience with joy. Their 
houfes are generally of wood, without any ftories, not very large, nor all of a-piece, 
but each room framed by itfelf, fo that when they have a mind to remove and 
chufe another fituation, they, carry away the houfe by pieces, or rooms, which* ten 
or twenty men can eafily carry. When they take it up, they clear the ground about 
it, and then a£ one Cry, lifting all together, they get it up, and carry it chearfully 
away, every one taking hold by its pillars ; and when they are weary they reft awhile, 
and fo on again. Their doors are of the fame material, and they have neither 
hinges, locks nor keys, nor any thing under a lock or key, their fecurity con- 
fifting in each other’s fidelity, which they obferve facredly towards one another. 

Their furniture is very mean, they being a people that defpife all conveniencies and 
fuperfluities ; infomuch that that which is their natural way of living, would be 
high penance with any European nations : for firft, as to their beds, they have neither 
quilts, nor fheets, nor pillows, much lefs do they need curtains, pavillions, or ^alcoves. 
The hard ground is their couch, upon which they lay fonie poor fkins ; and for bolfter, 
they lay a flone, or a piece of wood, and double their cloaks to lay on it; and 
that is their higheft contrivance of eafe : they have one or two very coarfe coverlets, 
which they weave of a fort of thread as thick as one’s little finger. People that 
ul’e fo little about their perfons, may eafily be prefumed to have no hangings, nor 
other ornament to their walls ; they have no utenfil of gold or 1'ilver, though they have 
fo much in their country ; their plate is four or five difhes, and fome fpoons of 
wood, or a fhell from the fea-fide ; a calabafh or gourd to drink in ; a leaf of a 
•tree, or of maize, for a fait cellar. This is all the apparatus of their table, which is 
the ground, or at belt a little bench, without any cloth or napkins, but only a 
little broom, upon which they wipe their hands. 

Their *jneats are the moft firnple, and eafily dreft, without any incitements fo 
gluttony, as in other .nations ; but yet they are tafteful enough, and fuch as many of 
our Europeans like very well. They eat little flefh ; and before the Spaniards 
came among them, they had neither fheep, goats, nor cows, no, nor hens : they ufe 
thefe only at their great feafts. Their ordinary diet is of maize, variety of fruits and 
herbs, and moft commonly gourds, or a fort of beans, which we call Frizoles. They 
did eat fifh ; and jhe game they hunted, particularly a fort of fmall rabbits, which 
they call Dcgus ; and Tince the coming-in of the Spaniards, they eat beef and mutton, 
of which there is great abundance. 

Inftead of wheat bread, which they had not before the Spaniards brought it, 
they cat maize boiled in water, juft as rice in the Eaft Indies. This maize is, and 
always has been the general nourifhment of the Indians of America ; and is not only 
their meat, but their drink, which they make of the fame mairc fo ifted and fteeped 
in water, and then boiled, and fet by; and that is their Chicha, c. wine, which they 
make alfo of the fruit of other trees. 

Their way of making flour is very different from ours : they firft toaft their maize 
in great platters of earth; thefe they fet upon the fire full of fand, which, when 

it is very hot, they take off; and putting the grains of maize to it, ftir them about 

very faff with, a kind of broom : ii is loon toafted. When done, they take it out, 

and put in more, till they have done enough to make flour. This they grind 

between two ftones, thus : they havd a ftone fixed in the ground, pf about the lhape 
arid bignefc of a fheet of paper, and fo hollowed, as another ftone of an oval 

ft a figure 
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figure may play upon it : this the Indian woman takes with both hands, and being 
upon her knees, makes it pl|y upon the other, putting, from time to time, with her 
left hand, the maize 'between the two Itones, fo as to 'fupply what falls away, and 
that the mill do not fhuid Hill. The flour falls forward into a fort of box, as it 
does in our mills, and almofl as fall, comparing the flrength of a woman to that of a 
ftream of water. She can do enough at once for the maintenance of her family ; 
•and make a provifion too for a journey or a voyage of her hulband or fon to the wars. 
This is the proper bufmefs of the women; and it would be a lhame for a man to. 
employ himfelf in it, or in any other houichold bufmefs. 


CliAIb IV. — Of ihc ft me Subject. 

WHEN the Indians are Tick, they change little of their ordinary way of living, and 
they never have a better bed. Their way of letting blood is haler than ours; for it 
is not with a lancet, which may either fall to draw blood, or go too deep, and lame 
the arm, if the furgeon be not very lkillul ; but with a fliarp Hint, fixed at the end of 
a little piece of wood, fo fafl, that there is juft enough left out to cut the vein, and no 
more : this they apply to the vein after they have made a bandage, as we do, and 
linking a little broke upon it, the blood never fails to come, in greater abundance 
than our bleedings are. This is all they need a furgeon or barber for, they themleives 
having no beards to lhave, and the little hair they have, every one pulls out; and 
they take it for an affront to look hairy. They have pincers, which they make of 
cockle-fhells, and always have them about them, tiling them from time to time in 
converfation ; they thinking it as honourable to he without that, which other people 
nouiljfh, comb, and take care of; which is a good conviction of file variety of opinions 
of mankind, about what is, and is not honourable. As for their hair, they let it. 
grow juft below their ears, and no lower, and fo need no barber n> cut it, but do every 
one help the other to keep the ends of it even. 

Their manner of cloathing themleives, (though of various and very beautiful 
colours, which they give to the wool that they weave their eloaths of,) is very plain and 
fnnple : they have no lining to any of their eloaths, neither do they wear one voider 
another : their drawers come down to their knees, open and looie, and it is upon 
their naked body, for they ufe no Hurts: they have a fort of. waiilcoat, which they 
call Macun, and it is made of about a yard and a half of fome woollen Huff, which they 
leave open, lh as to put it over their heads, and then they gird it with a girdle: they 
have alfo a kind of cloak or mantle, which they call Chonii, which they put on when 
they go abroad : they have their arms and legs naked, and on their feet they have a 
fort of (hoc, which they call Ojota, and is like the rope-limes the Spaniards wear : 
thev wear nothing on their heads, but a kind of circle of wool, of various colours, with 
its hinges hanging down like a cap ; which they llir or pull off in fhew of refpeft, as 
we do our hat A ' 

in their feafls, halls, and rejoicings, though they do not change the form of their 
eloaths, yet they have a richer fort, of finer wool, and richer colours: they put about 
their necks Home chains of fhells, which they gather by the fea-fidc ; thcle they call 
Nancas : others put fnail-lhells, iirung upon a firing, about titeir necks-; and thofe of 
the ftraights of Magellan have pearls very well wrought, and of great artifice, as is 
affirmed by the authors already cited; and on their heads they put a kind of garland, 

not 



ovalle's historical RELATION or CHILE. 


»7 


not of flowers, but of wool, dyed of feveral beautiful colours, to which they hang fine little 
birds, which they efteem, and on each fide they have a plume of high feathers, either 
white, red, or blue, and about half a yard high. 

Theic way of dancing is with little jumps, and a ftep or two, not rifing much from 
ground, and without any capejs, I’uch as the Spaniards ufe : they dance a$l together 
in a ring, round a may-pole or itandard, which one of them holds in the middle as 
an enfign ; and near it are all the bottles of their wine, of which they take now and 
then a lup while they dance, drinking to one another ; for it is a cuftorn among them 
never to drink alone any thing that is given them : he that begins takes a fup, and 
then lie that he drinks to pledges him, and gives the cup to another, and fo to a 
fourth, til! it be empty ; and yet one has not more than the other ; for what this man 
does for that, that man does for this ; and fo at laft they come to be lb equally (hared, 
that at the end of the entertainment, they are all alike drunk, and laid down ; for they 
drink as long as they can (hind. But this is not eafiiy brought to pals ; for befides 
what they drink in the day-time, they will often pal’s all night at it, without leaving 
off, finging and dancing fo their drums and flutes. The women, as more balt’ful, do 
not enter into thefe dances, except lbme one or two, when the wine has got into 
their heads, and then too they do not enter into the ring with the men, but dance 
by themfelves. Few of them get drunk, fo as to loft; thiir judgment; fo they are 
upon their guard more, to mind that the men do not quarrel, and hurl one another in 
their drink. Their flutes, which they play upon in thefe dances, are made of the bones 
of the Spaniards, and other enemies, whom they have rvercoine in war. This they 
do by way of triumph and glory for their victory : they make them likewife of 
•bones of other animals ; but the Indians of war dance only to thefe of their 
enemies. 

Their way of finging is, all together railing their voices upon the fame note, with- 
out any difference of parts or meafure ; and at the end of every long they play on 
their (lutes, and :t fort, of trumpets, jult as we do on our guittars in the Pallacalles, 
This they repeat fo often, and fo loud, that one may hear them at a great diftance ; 
for in thefe leads, they are very numerous. Thole who are not engaged in dancing, 
lit together in feveral companies, talking together upon pall occurrence, and Hill 
warming thcmfelves with their wine ; anil then they begin to recollect the injuries 
they have receive^ from one another, and fft refrclhing the memory of old contelts and 
enmities not revenged •» and this makes them break out into new animofities, and 
fometimes kill one another qedn little provocation. 

The women as well as the men have their arms naked, but no other part about 
them; for though they go barefoot, yet theii cloaths, which are very long, cover 
them from, head to loot, though in lome places they wear them Ihorter : this is a 
plain fort of mantle, clofe to their bodies, without . nv linen underneath ; this they let 
fall to their feet, and having {aliened it on their Ihoulders, gather it i plaits, and fwathe 
themfelves from their wailt to the breads with lome fine coloured woollen fcarf, of 
about four fingers broad, and fo long, that it takes fo many turns aliout their wailt, 
as to keep their bodies as Untight as any : this is all their dref’s within doors. 

The Indian women of the better fort, that live in towns among the Spaniards, have 
learned Ihe ufe of fmocks and waillcoats under their mantles, but of no other thing ; 
and one cannof affront an Indian woman more, than to offer to put her on hcad-cloaths, 
or necklaces, or fleeves, or gloves, or any of rhofe ornaments which the Spanilh women 
ufe ; and much more if they oblige them to put any paint upon their faces ; nothing 
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of this kind could ever prevail upon them, though born and bred among the Spanifh 
women; and to talk to them of it, even to thofe among them who love to be fine, 
would be like giving them a cut over the face, fo great a horror they have for any 
thing that is fo very contrary to their ancient cuftoms. They wear «■ nothing on their 
heads, but their hair plaited behind their fhoulders, and, divided handfomely upon their 
forehead over their eye-brows, and have locks which cover part of their cheeks ; fo 
their face is handfomely and firnply adorned, without any artifice. t When they go 
abroad, they put upon their fhoulders another half mantle, fquare, and fattened before 
with a bodkin, or crotchet, which anfwers the two others on the fhoulders ; and thus 
they go abroad with their eyes fixed upon the ground ; for they are naturally very 
modeft honeft women. 

This manner of cloathing theml'elves, with fo much fimplicity and plainnels, as well 
in the women as the men, with fo little pride and vanity in their houfes, does not much 
encourage artificers, who have little to do ; and by that means there are the more men 
of war, which is the thing in which thefe men place their honour and felicity, as other 
nations 'do in the fumptuoufnefs of palaces and furniture, or in other riches and emi- 
nences, either of arts or learning : of all which thefe Indians never had any notion ; 
and yet they learn them eafily, when they are taught them, and to a great perfection. 
They can neither read nor write among thernfelves ; but as to their way of remembering 
and keeping account, they have their Ouipoes, which is a fort of firings of different 
bignefs, in which they make knots of fevcral colours, by which they remember, and 
can give an account of things committed to their charge. With thefe they will give 
an account of a great flock, and tell which have died of ficknefs, or other accidents, 
and which have been fpent in the family, and for the fhepherds ; and they will tell' 
every particular that happened in fuch and fuch occafions, and of what they did and 
faid. When they go to confefs, thefe Quipoes ferve them to remember their fins, and 
tell them with diftindtion and clearnefs : they have belides excellent memories of their 
own, and do remember things of very ancient date, juft as if they had happened but a 
little while before ; and when they begin to talk them over, (which happens generally 
when they drink, and begin to be warmed with wine,; it is wonderful how they will 
repeat things paft, with all their circumftances, and particularly affronts and injuries 
that have been done them, or their anceftors, ref refhing the memory of things Aliat 
feemed to be quite forgotten. For proof of the care they take to keep the memory 
of remarkable paflages, 1 mutt relate here what I learned from Father Diego Torres 
Bollo, a very extraordinary man, both for holinefs of lift*, and fkill in government. 

This great man returning from Rome (whither he had been fent as procurator of 
the province of Peru) to found the province of Quito, he faw in a place where four 
ways met, an Indian, who, to the found of a drum, was finging a great many things 
all alone in his own tongue : the father called one in his company, who underftood it, 
and afked him what that Indian meant by that action ; who told the father that that 
Indian was, as it were, the regifter of that country, who, to keep up the memory of 
what had patted in it from the deluge to that time, was bound every holiday to repeat 
it by the found of a drum, and finging, as he was then doing. He was moreover 
obliged to inftruci others in the fame way, that there might be a fucceflion of men to 
do the fame thing after he was gone; and that .which he at this time is finging is, 
that in fuch a year there had been there a white man called Thomas, who did great 
wonders* preaching a new law, which in time was loft and forgotten, &c. And thus 
we may fee the manner by which the Indians fupply the want of books and 
writing. 
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The women of Chile are fo bold and manly in their courage, that when it is ne- 
ceffary, and that there is want of men, they take arms, and behave themfelves as if 
they were men. They play likewife at a very a&ive game called La Chueca, wherein 
the men Ihew th§ir greateft agility and nimblenefs, each fide ft riving to get a ball 
from the other, and carry it to the mark with crooked bandy flicks. They are abput 
forty or fifty on a fide, who place themfelves in different pofts, fo as to be ufeful one 
to another, and drive away the ball from the other party ; and when it happens that 
two of different Tides are at it together, it is a pleafure to fee them run, the one to 
forward it with another ftroke, and the other to get before him and hinder him from 
linking it, that he may drive it back to his own fide. This is a fport much to be feen, 
and generally it has many fpeftators to fee the end of the play, which often lafts a 
whole* evening, and fometimes is forced to be pui oft' to another day j fuch contention 
there is to win thefe prizes they play for. 

The flrength and boldnefs of the women comes from the little tendernefs they are 
bred with, for they avoid neither heat nor cold ; and in the coldefl winters, when 
birds are killed with cold, they wafh theii heads in cold water, and never dry their 
hair, but let it remain wet, and dry itlelf in the air ; and as for their children, they 
wafh them in the rivers, when they are yet very young ; and when they are brought to 
bed, in a very little time they are about the houfe, as if it were not they, but fome 
other woman that had lain in. 

If the women behave themfelves thus, what may be expected from the men ? It is 
a wonderful thing how little they fear weather, though in the midfl of winter ; and to 
fee an Indian, with that limple habit wc have delcribed, his head bare, without 
.hat, or any other covering. I have feen them in this condition endure mighty fhowers, 
which wet them all over, and came out at their breeches, and yet laugh and not value 
that which to others would have been infupportable. 

• I remember, upon this occafion, what was faid by a Spanifh gentleman of a merry 
humour, to one newly % come from Europe, who, with great charity, Avas pitying thefe 
poor Indians for their fufFerings in winter, which in that country is very fever’e. The 
gentleman afked the good father what he had to keep his face from the cold ? To 
which he anfwered, nothing, becaufe every body’s face was uled to the weather. To 
which the gentleman replied, thefe Indians are all face ; for from their infancy they 
have no defence againfl the cold. Who is it that pities a trout, or other fifn, for 
being in the water,* becaufe they are bred in that element ? the fame may be faid of 
thefe Indians, who are like fiflies, and are bred to all that hardlhip ; and fo we need 
not wonder at it. By thefe means they are fo hardened, that a wound which the 
braveft Spaniard would take his bed for, does give them fo little trouble, that 1 have 
feen them go about without minding it. I have known them have a broken head by 
accident at play, and all they do is to walh it in coU water, never leaving their employ- 
ment or bufinefs ; and with this, and the application of thir -,vm herbs, which, 
indeed, are of great virtue, they are foon well ; but the excellency of their own con- 
ftitution helps not a little to their cure in wounds, as well as all otner •diftempers, out 
of which they get well with a great deal lefs time and care, than the Spaniards. 
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CHAP. V. — Of other Qualities proper to the Natives of Chile? 

A 

FROM this ftrong conftitution comes the admirable patience of their minds, and 
the little fenfe they mew of that which amongft us Europeans would be a great mor- 
tification. That which happened between an Indian a'nd Father Lewis of Valdivia is 
admirable upon this fubjed. The Indian came to confefs to the father ; who, to make 
him enter into a penance lor his fins, ordered him to wear a cilice, or hair-cloth, upon 
his fkin : it was a very hard one, and fuch as would have punifhed one of us leverely. 
The Indian put it on, and about a year after, there was a proceflion of the holy facra- 
ment, at which he danced, and feeing his confeflbr in the church, he left his danc- 
ing, and came to him faying, “ Look here how I have preferved what thou gaveft me 
a year ago, ” and fliewed it him upon his naked fkin. The father was aftonifhed to 
fee, that what he gave him to mortify him, was turned to an ornament ; and afking 
him how long he had worn it, was anfwered by him, “ I have never left it off one 
inirftite ‘fince thou gaveft it me ; ” and fo returned to his dancing, (hewing his compa- 
nions the prefent the father had made him, as plcafed with it, as if it had begn a gold 
or filver* brocade ; and fo far he was from taking it for mortification, or feeling its 
roughnefs, that he wore it for a favour given him by his father confeflor. 

Thefe Indians of Chile are the faireft complexioned and whitefl of all America ; and 
thofe of the coldeft countries are the whiteft, as we fee in Europe ; bur the. very anti- 
podes of Flanders never came to be fo white as the Flemings ; and among all the 
Chilenians, I do not remember a red-haired one ; for they all, both men and women, 
have black hair, and that very rough, and hard, and thick ; infomuch that the mef- 
titos, or mungrcl breed of a Spanifh man and Indian woman, are known and diftin- 
guifhed by that from the children of a Spanifh man and Spanifh woman ; and this 
will laft to the fecond and third generations before it foftens. There is little difference 
in any thing elfe, either of fhape, feature, or difpofition ; nor in the manner of fpeak- 
ing, or found of the voice ; and as for the language, not only* the meflitos, bgt the 
Indians bred among the Spaniards, arc as ready at the phrafe and turn of the Spanifh 
tongue, as jmy Spaniard. 1 have made experience of this often in confeffing them ; 
for the confeflionary is fo turned, as the father-confeffor cannot fee the woman, .piat 
enters to confefs. It happened to me ofton to have an Indian woman come in after 
a Spanifh woman, and I could not find any difference, till fheherftlf, finding I ufed 
her with that diftin&ion and civility due to Spanifh ladies, would humbly* tell me fhe 
was but an Indian. 

The conftitution of thefe people is the caufe that time does not make fo ftrong an 
impreffion on them, as on us ; and they bear their years mighty well, turning grey 
very late, at three fcore or thereabouts ; and till then they look like young men. 
When they are over white, or have any baldnefs, you may guefs them at about an 
hundred : they all live long, and particularly the women ; and when by age they lofe 
their judgment; they feldom falter in their memory, which lafts them to their dying 
day, even to remember all the particulars of their young days from their infancy. 
Their teeth v and eyes are fogood, that they feldom lofe either; and, in fliort, all the 
infirmities of old men, which are the forerunners of death, come to them later than 
to the other nations. But yet, if they happen to go out of their own .country, they 
lofe all their vigour, as we experience daily in ouf prifoners of war ; who being fold 
to Peru, asfoon aS they feel the heat of the tropic, they fall fick, and moft of them 
die : and this is no more than what happens to the Spaniards, when they come from 
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their own climate to Porto Bello, or Panama ; nay, the Spaniards born in Chile ven- 
ture their lives that .go to thofe countries that are between the tropics. 

From this experience the Indians have of the hot countries, comes the great reluc- 
tancy they Ihew lo go out of their own, and the refentment they exprefs againft thofe 
who carry or fend them abroad : and it is not to be imagined the ftrange and ralh 
contrivances they have to make their efcapes from Lima ; for though they have above 
five hundred loagues to go to their own home from Peru, yet they undertake it, and 
moll commonly compafs it, through a vaft. number of dangers and inconveniences. 
For firft, they arc forced to go all along by the fea-fide, by which one may guefs 
how much they go about, fince they fetch the compafs of all the bays and nooks, 
and double all the capes. 

The next inconvenience which they meet with, is want of food ; for they dare not 
enter any town, or inhabited place ; fo they are reduced to feed on cockles and other 
Ihcll-filh on the fea-fide, which is no very good nourilhment. The third difficulty is 
the palling of fo many and fuch fwift rivers. # * 

The fourth inconvenience is the want of water to drink ; for it is not polfible, that 
in fo grfkt a journey they Ihould not fometimes mifs of frelh water to quench their 
thirft. All thefe difficulties, and many others, which are obvious to travellers, are 
overcome by thefe Indians by length of time and patience ; and they get at laft to 
their own country, and are out of flavery, not by the means of gold and filver, but 
by the bravery of their minds. 

The boldnefs of fome other Indians was yet more remarkable : thefe were carried 
in a Ihip to be fold as Haves at Lima; by a Portuguefe gentleman of the Habit of 
•Chrill, who was going about things belonging to war, at the time that I went the fame 
voyage : this navigation is made commonly in fight of the coaft, more or lefs, accord- 
ing as the winds ferve ; but ftill they keep a good way out at fea, for fear of the "rocks. 
Thefe Indians refolvcd among themfelves to throw tnemfelves into the fea, to avoid 
this flavery ; and ‘one «day, when they found the fliip in a proportionable diftance to 
the Iftore, fo as they durfl venture to trull to their fwimming, they got loofe very 
dexteroufly from their fetters, and Hid, without being perceived, down by the Ihip’s 
fide into the lea ; and when they miffed them they were out of fight, arid fo it was 
in vain to follow them. Among thefe prifoners there was an old man, who either 
becaufe he was not; milled by the others, or becaufe they had not the opportunity of 
acquainting .him with the delign, he not being Ihut up with them, but having the 
liberty of the Ihip as an old m&n, remained behind alter they were gone. This Indian 
began to think of the thing, and to weigh with himfelf how his companions had under- 
taken and performed an extraordinary aftion ; he reflected how they had arrived at 
their own land, and among their friends, who perhaps were inquiring about him, and 
that every body delpifed him as a coward, and a man of little f; h it fince he had not 
been able to overcome the adverfe fortune which the others had conquered, but had 
fubmitted to it : he reprefented to himfelf the welcomes and joys which their friends 
expreffed, and the feafts and entertainments made for their return, and the embraces 
and careffes which they received from their delations. All this, I fay, made fuch an 
imprelfion on his mind, and raifed fuch an emulation, that he could not bear the 
reproaches he .made himfelf, particnlarly feeing himfelf without a remedy. At laft, 
after much thought and penfivenefs, he came to a refolution, which was, to do fome- 
thing which Ihould be bolder than what his companions had performed, and that in thd 
manner of doing it ; for he refolved to do it by day, and in the fight of all the 
Spaniards ; and for .a beginning, he defigned to kill his mailer, not in the night, and 
vol. xiv, r without 
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without witnefl'es, as he might ealily have done, but upon the deck, in the fight of 
all thofe in the lhip, to get himfelf a greater name of bravery. To this end, he took 
one day, a great knife in his hand, and fell upon the captain ; and having wounded 
him in feveral places, with as much precipitation as he could, leaped overboard with 
fo much fuddennefs, that he flipped away from thofe who endeavoured to feize him. 
It is to be imagined they were all wonderfully furprized at the refolutenefs of the 
aftion : they immediately brought the lhip to, and put out the boat jn all the hafte 
that could be to follow the Indian, who, fwitnming like a fifh, was already almoft out 
of fight ; but they overtook him, and bid him yield himfelf a prifoner, fince he could 
not efcape ; and finding him ftill endeavour to get away, they ftruck at him with 
their launces, but he dexteroufly avoided all their ftrokes with great prefence of mind, 
diving and appearing again where they leaft expected him. Upon this they fired 
upon him, and wounded him 411 feveral places ; but neither then did he yield, nor 
would ever have had a thought of it, but the lofs of blood taking away his flrength, 
had made him unable to get away, fo they brought him almolt expiring to the lhip, 
having more valued death with the reputation of a brave man, than life with the 
infamy of a coward, and the lofs of reputation among his own people. This lad; 
does not only Ihew the bravery of the nation, but likewife their great averfion to go 
out of their own country, and how heavy a yoke they think fubjedion to be ; and 
we Ihall fee hereafter how much they have done to defend their beloved liberty. 

Now let us fpeak of fome other cuftoms thefe Indians have. They foletnnize their 
marriages their own way, and in a very contrary manner to that of the Europeans ; 
for as to the portion, the woman does not provide it, but the man ; and neither of 
them enjoy it, but it pafles to the propriety and ufe of the father of the young woman ;■ 
fo that the hulband has a charge upon him of maintaining his wife without any help ; 
nay, father with lefs ability, for he parts with fome of his fublfance to purchafe her : 
fo that in this country it is no charge at all to have many daughters, but rather a part 
of their eftate and fubftance. < 

They take many wives ; and the greateft obftacle they have to be converted to our 
religion, is this vice of polygamy, which they embrace with great lenfuality, though 
it is chargeable, becaufe at the fame time it is a figure of power and riches. The.Arft 
wife has lome pre-eminence over the others, and has the ordering of them, yet they 
all look upon thcmfelves as lawful wives, and their children as .legitimate ; yet the 
fon of the firft inherits the eltatc and the honour of Cacique? and has a power over 
his other brothers. 

The fubjeds obey their lord with great punduality, love, and refpedV; and for 
this reafon they have no ftrong places or prilons to hold them in ; for their natural 
love and refped they bear their Cacique, is a law inviolable in their hearts, and a 
reward of their obedience, which they Ihow in all regards that may pleafe him. 

When a Cacique has a mind to make war, he need not make provifion of money 
for pay, withoyt which, amongft us, men will not fight, even for their king. He 
need only give out his orders, and they all come with arms and horfes, bearing their 
own charges during the enterprize ; and this is the reafon that they can alfemble fo 
powerful an army in fo little time, they all looking upon the common caufe as their 
Qwn ; and as they make the good of their country the motive of their arms, every 
one thinks himfelf fufficienily rewarded if they can defend that from* their enemies. 
The. found of the drum and trumpet is only to IheW them the neceffity of their meeting 
in arms j at which they immediately leave wife and children, and all that is dear to 
them, with the hazard of never feeing them more, as it often happens. 

In 
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In the diftribution of the booty and (laves taken in war, there is no other method, than 
that every One has what - he can get, fo that the braveft and moft diligent are the belt 
provided, without any obligation of giving any part of it to their captains or general ; 
for in this they are all equal, and valour alone makes the diftin&ion, which they 
(how in an eminent degree, being very defirous to recover fome of our arms, ftich 
as guns, fwords, lances ; for they have no iron of their own. When they return 
from war, and find what men they have loft, it is incredible what lamentations, cries, 
and tears, proceed from the widows and children of thofe who arc dead ; and though 
this be a common fentiment of humanity, practifed among!! all nations who value 
l'ociety and proximity of blood, which are the foundation 01 ffiendfhip, yet the Indian 
women feem to furpafs all others ; for they do not cry in fecret, but fet up their 
notes, fo that when any one hears them at a diftance, it provokes more to laugtifer 
than moves to compaflion. When a man dies at home, the manner of their exprefl- 
ing their forrow is more remarkable ; for the women all get about the dead body, 
and the eldeft beginning, the others follow all in the lame tone ; and thus they con- 
tinue a great while, fo that they never give over as long as they can hold out ; anti 
this cuftom they preferve, even after they are baptized, and live among Chriftians ; 
but not that which they had of opening the dead bodies, to know of what dileafe 
they died, and to put meat, and drink, and clothes in their grave with them, as alfo 
jewels and things of value; neither do they cover their graves with pyramids of Hones, 
nor ufc other ceremonies practifed by the gentiles of thofe parts. 


CHAP. VI . — -Of the C.hilenian Indians, who inhabit the IJlands of Chile. 

«r < 

WE divided the kingdom of Chile into three parts, and the Iflands made one: 
thefe are "very well peopled : thofe who live in the fertile iflands, which are capable 
of producing corn, and feeding flocks, pafs their lives as the Indians of Terra Firma 
do, eating flelh, and feveral fruits, the produft of their iflands. Thofe who inhabit 
the barren or lefs fertile iflands, eat fifh of the lea, and fhell-fiftt, as alfo potatoes j 
and fome, who cannot have any wool, clothe themfeves with the barkS of trees. 
Some go ftark naked, though their climate js mighty cold, and by cuftom do not feel 
the hardinefs of th» weather overmuch. 

Others have a ftrange way. of clothing themfelves, which is to gather a certain 
earth with roots about it, to give it a confiftency ; and others clothe themfelves with 
feathers, as Brother Gregory of Leon reports in his map. They are all tall men, and 
in fome places there are giants, as the Dutch relate, who fay, they found (culls 
thttf would contain within them fome of their he ads ; for they ufed to put them on 
like helmets : they found alfo dead men’s bones of ten and eicvei feet long, whofe 
bodies, by confequence, mult have been thirty feet high, which is a prodigious thing. 
Thofe whqm they faw alive, were generally taller by the head and (houlders than the 
Dutch. This appears by the relation of General Schewten ; and from that of George 
Sjnlberg we learn, that when they were in the ftraights of Magellan, they came to 
an illand, which they called the ifland of Patagoons, or giants, becaufe of fome they 
faw there, and. on the Terra del Fuego. Among the reft, they faw one who was upon 
a rock, to fee the (hips go by, and, they fay of him, that he was immanis admodum , 
et horrendtie longitudints. ' • 

Likewffe we Know, from the fleet commanded by Don Fray Garcia, Jofre de Loaifa, 
a Knight of St. John’s order, that at the cape of the Eleven Thoufand Virgins thefy 
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found the footfteps of men of a large ftature, and met two canoes of favages, whom, 
becaufe of their ftrength and ftature, they called giants } they came near the fliips* 
and feemed to threaten them ; but thofe of the ihip endeavouring to follow them, 
they could not come up with them, for they rowed fo fwiftly, they feemed to fly. 
It is probable that thefe canoes were made of the ribs, of whales, which are there in 
abundance : and they found one before with the fides and fteerage of whale-bone. 

In another voyage, made by Thomas Candilh, an Englilh gentleman, they found 
in a port, (in a very inacceflible place,) a company of Indians, very lufty men, who, 
notwithftanding the prodigious cold of that country, lived in the woods like Satyrs, 
and lhewed fo much ftrength, that- they would throw ftones of three or four pounds 
weight a great way. We read likewife in the relation of the voyage of Magellan, 
that as he wintered in the bay and river of St. John, there came to the ihip fix 
Indians, fo tall, that the loweft of them was taller than the talleft Spaniard aboard ; 
that having made a great kettle of the fweepings of the bifcuit for them, enough 
for twenty men, thofe fix eat it up entirely, without leaving a crumb of it. Magellan 
gave them a fort of coats of red wool, with which they were much pleafed, never 
having feen any before ; their ordinary wear being deer-lkins. They learned from 
them, that in the fummer they ufed to come down to the lea-fide to live, but in 
the winter they withdrew more into the heart of the country. We know likewife 
by thefe fame authors, that the number of the Indians that inhabit thofe coafts, is 
confiderable, particularly in the port called the port of Shell-filh ; where as foon as 
they landed, great numbers of Indians, with their wives and children, came to them, 
and exchanged with them great quantities of pearl, ready wrought in points, like 
diamonds, very artfully, for feiflars, knives, and other baubles ; as alfo for Spanilh 1 
wine, which pleafed them extremely ; but they came no more, ,fbr they were frighted 
with feeing the Spaniards {hoot fome game. 

The fleet of George Spilberg found alfo great numbers of inhabitants irf the land, 
on the other fide of the ftraight ; and when the captains, called the Nodales, were, 
by the king’s order, to view the ftraight of St. Vincent, they found, upon a’ point 
of land of that ftraight, great ftore of people. The fame is faid by the Saballas, and 
others who* - went from Peru to fearch the Terra del Fuego ; and all thofe who 
paffed the ftraights, have conftantly feen men and inhabitants on the fliore in feveral 
places ; and at one place fome of Spilberg’s men landing to purftf.e fome birds of a 
very fine colour, which they faw on fliore, had fcarce begftn to {hoot, them, but 
they were environed with Indians, who attacked thenf fo furioufly *with clubs, that 
happy was he that could make his cfcape to the {hip ; and many of them were knocked 
on the head. 

The Nodales likewife faw in the bay of St. Gregory great numbers of inhabitants, 
with whom the feamen drove a trade, by exchanging fome Spanilh trifles for gold. 
By all which it is apparent how well peopled all that coaft and the iflands are ; yet we ' 
do not know what fort of people inhabit the fourfeore iflands difeovered by fedro Sar- 
miento, for nobody landed out of that fleet ; but we know that the iflanders of Mocha 
are a peaceable civil nation, feveral {hips having touched there, and at San&a Maria. 
As for the nation called the Chonos, they are a poor people, but good-natured, as has 
been feen by the Chilenians, in whom the Spaniards have found great cfocility, and a 
good undemanding. 

ItiMie iflands diftovered by Francis Drake, in about five and fifty degrees, of which 
we have already made mention, they met with canoes of men and women ftark naked, 
which is the more remarkable, becaufe of the exceffive cold of thofe parts, where 
* u there 
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there is a continual night, without any appearance of day, when the fun coming to the 
tropick of Cancer, makes our fummer; on the contrary, when he draws near the 
tropick of Capricorn, there is continual day, without any lhadow of night. 

And now lately, in the year forty-three, the Dutch having fent a fleet under the 
command of Anthony Brun, w^iich pafled the ftraights with a delign to fettle at Val- 
divia, as they endeavoured ; they failed afterwards into feventy degrees, where they 
difeovered an i/lund, which they called Barnevelt, in which they faw the footfteps of 
men of large ftature, and obferved great fmoaks : this place was fo cold, that the 
Dutch could not endure the rigour of the weather, which was nothing but froft and 
fnow, it being then June or July, which is the depth of their winter, and a perpetual 
night* without feeing the fun one hour in a day. It is a wonder how thefe iflanders 
pafs their time in fo much cold and darknefs, without any thing to cover their naked- 
nefs ; for wanting commerce with Chile, or other parts in Europe, they have neither 
Iheep nor goats, nor any thing that produces wool fit to make them garments. It 
mult be owned, that men are quite other creatures than the nice imagination of fome 
effeminate nations takes them to be •, and human nature, by cuflom, accommodates 
itfelf to the place where it is bred, lb that very often men will not leave that place for 
any other more full of conveniency. It is for this that thefe Indians /how Inch an aver- 
fiop to leave their country where they were born and bred ; and though it be a mifer- 
able oi^p, and thofe they go to more delicious, yet there is no fweetnefs in any one like 
that of their own country. 

There is a report likewife, that in the ftraights of Magellan there are pigmies, 
hut I know not upon what it is founded ; for all the authors that relate the voyages 
tnade into thofe parts, fpeak always of giants, or men of a gigantick form, who exceed 
us in ftrength and ftature ; and it is faid in one of thefe relations, that the /hip’s men, 
in a certain place, beginning to fight with thefe Indians, they pulled up great trees by 
the roots, V ufe them as a retrenchment, as we may fee in a picture in Theodore and 
Jean de Bry ; but -I carmot imagine how this report of pigmies was invented ; and it 
feems to me a jeft or irony, or, perhaps, among thefe giants there are fome dwarfs. 

That which was fecn by the vice-admiral of George Spilberg’s fleet, was a body of 
about two feet and a half high, which was buried with another of an ordinary ftature 
in a grave of very little depth, and covered after the Indian way, w ith a pyramid of 
Hones, in an ifland failed the Great 1/land, about the fecond mouth of the ftraights ; 
and from hei^ce, perhaps*, or from having fecn fome of that littlenefs alive, this report 
of pigmies took its rife. • 

This is all the account 1 can give of the inhabitants of the ftraights, and iflands 
about it. Time will, perhaps, enable us to be more particular, when by commerce we 
' are better acquainted with them ; and then, without doubt, there will not be wanting 
authors to write about them. 


CHAP. VII. — - Of the Indians of Cuyo, who arc on the other Side if the Cordillera y to 

the l'.ajl of Chile. 

THE Indians, of the province of Cuyo, though in many things they are like ,the 
inhabitants of Cliile, yet in many others they are not fo. For firft, they are not fo 
white, but more ccrpper-coloured, which may be attributed to the grqat heat they en- 
dure in fummer. Secondly, they are not fo cleanly, nor do not build fuch neat houies 
to live in : but their habitations are wretched ; nay fome, who live in the marihes, 

make 
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make themfelves holes in the fand, into which they go like wild beafts. Thirdly, they 
are nor fo laborious to cultivate their land, and fo have not fuch variety of produd as 
thofe of Chile. Fourthly, they are not fo brave nor warlike as the Indians of Chile : 
their language is likewife different, and fo different, that I do not know one word of 
the one that is in the other ; but yet the language of Chile being fo univerfal, that it 
is the fame all over kingdom, to the foot of the Cordillera ; thofe of Cuyo learned it 
too, and that very perfedlly ; but I never obferved that a Chile India* fpoke the lan- 
guage of Cuyo, which fhews the advantage that the language of Chile has over the 
other. 

In return of thefe advantages which the Chilenians have, thofe at Cuyo have fome 
over them. And the firft is in the flature, which is taller, but not fo ftrong and well 
fet as the Chilenians, but rather raw-boned, without flefh. 1 do not remember I ever 
faw a fat Cuyian among fo many as I have leen. They are likewife better workmen < 
in fome things which require patience and length of time, fuch as bafket-work of fe- 
veral figures, all of ftraw ; and yet fo clofe worked, that they will hold water ; for ' 
which realbn they make their drinking veflels of them ; and as they cannot break by 
a fall upon the ground, they are very lafting, and the curio lilies of this kind, which 
they make, very much valued for their work and colours. 

Likewife they prepare feveral furs of animals, which they hunt ; and they are very 
loft and warm for winter : they hunt and catch oitrichcs likewife, and mak? many 
works of their leathers, with whicli they adorn themfelves on their feflivals, mingled 
with the feathers of other birds. They likewife hunt the wild goats and deer, and are 
the mailers of all the Bezoar-ftones, which they fell to the Spaniards fo dear, that any 
one who Ihould buy them to get by them, would make but a finall profit in Europe. 

Thefe Cuyians are alfo more hairy, and have more beard than the Chilenians, though 
they pull their hair as the others do, but with more trouble ; and they never look 
fo fmooth as thofe of Chile. They are all well-lhaped, and nimble, and have a good 
air : they have alfo good underftandings. The women are ‘tall and flender, and I 
do not know that I ever faw taller : they paint their faces green, which is fo well 
fettled in their Ikin, that there is no getting it out : molt commonly they paint only 
their nollftls, fome their whole faces, and the men their beards and lips. Their ; |>rbit 
is decent in both fexes ; the women let their hair grow as long as they can, but the 
men only below their ears. In all other things are like the Chilenians. 

They are very nimble, and good travellers, withoqt tiring. I have ffen them run 
up the ftiifeft and Itraightefl hills of the great Cordillera, like fo many goats ; and 
this the women will do as well as the men ; nay, the little children too. The w tap e p 
will run with their children in a cradle faftened to their backs by a ftrap that co^b 
over their forehead; and with all this weight they follow their huibands wrth jo 
much eafe and agility, that it is wonderful. 

For a proof of the admirable difpofition of thefe people, in walking and running, 
a corrigidor ajid captain-general of that province told me a ftory about tfieir hunting 
their venifon, which is very fingular ; he told me, that as foon as they find their 

§ ame out, they draw near them, and follow them upon an half trot, keeping them 
ill in fight, without leaving them fo much as to eat ; and in a day or two they begin 
to tire them fo as they can come up with therfl, and kill them, and return home 
loaded with them, where they feaft upon them, with their families, till they have 
rnade an end : far thefe Indians are fuch gluttons naturally, that a few of them will 
.eat up a calf, or a young heifer in a meeting : but they are as good at failing, when 
they have nothing to eat ; for they will pais feveral days with a little maize and fome 
10 roots 
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roots, which grow wild : they are alfo very dexterous archers, and often kill with 
their arrows the game they fee. 

I fhall not omit a particular favour bellowed on thefe Indians by God Almighty, 
which is a lingular inftin£l of tracing and following any loft thing. Of which I fhall 
give two examples which happened in the city of St. Jago. 

Our college had a cart belonging to it, which flood at the gate of a garden, to 
which our Semiaarifts did ufe to go to refrelh themfelves ; it was Hole one night, and 
being miffed in the morning by one of our lay-brothers, he immediately went to find 
out a Guarpe (for this is the name they give thole finding Indians) ; he prefently 
fell upon the l'cent or pifte, and followed it, taking with him the lay-brother, till he 
came „to a river, where it failed him : but he loft not the hopes of finding it ; he 
crofl'ed the river, and recrofled it again, once and twice, by lo many different fords, 
(the man that Hole it, as he fince confeffed, had crofted lo many times to break the 
pifte to the follower.) After this he went four leagues outright, and there he found 
it, when the man that had it, believed himfclf moll late from being dii'covered. ?■« 

Another time, a certain perfon having loft a parcel of oranges, he employed a 
Guarpe, who having led him through many ftreets and turnings, brought him at laft 
to a houfe ; where finding the door Ihut, he bid him knock, and go in, l*’or there, 
laid he, are thy oranges. Ho did fo, and found them. There are every day experi- 
ments of this kind made by them to admiration : they are likewife flout workers, very 
ftrong and killing in labour. 

Next to thefe Indians of Cuyo, are the Indians Pampas, called fo becaufe they 
inhabit thofe vail plains, which are extended for about four hundred leagues to the 
eaft, and reach to the North-Sea. Thole of the point of Los Venados are the nearell 
the kingdom of Chile* and are much of the fame kind. Thefe Pampas have no 
houl'es, in which they differ from all mankind ; for the firft thing men generally do, 
is to cover* tfiemfelves from the inclemency of the air : and this is the thing which thefe 
Pampas do the leaf! care for ; perhaps they are of opinion, that it is an iujury to the 
to the ’Author of mankind, to look for more fhelter than he afforded men at firft, 
which is the earth, with the heavens for vault or cover ; and that to defend themfelves 
from rain, it was enough to make any little cover, which might be eafily taken away, 
and fet up in another place. , 

This they obferve ; and look upon it as a fort of prifon or captivity, to be tied to 
one place: feyr this reafort they will neither have houfe, nor gardens, nor plantations, 
or poffeflions, which are like chains to hinder their removal to other places ; for they 
judge that the greateft of all earthly felicities ■ ; to have the abfolute, entire, and 
independent ufe of their own free will ; to live to-day in one place, to-morrow in 
’another. Sometimes, fay they, I have a mind to e.jjoy the frefhnefs of the river-fide, 
and being weary of that 1 pafs to another. Otherwhile I have a min 1 to live in woods 
and folitudes ; and when I am weary of their fhades, 1 go to the open air of plains and 
meadows. Jn one place I hunt, in another I fifh ; here I enjoy the fruits of one terri- 
tory j and when they fail, I feek out another, where they are beginning to ripen. 
In fhort, I go where 1 will, without leaving behind me any thing I regret or defire, 
which ufes to be the torment of thofe who are fixed. I Hear no ill news, for I forfake 
nothing I can lqfe ; and with the company of my wife and children, which I always 
have, I want for nothing. 

.This is the account that thefe people give of themfelves ; and thils they pafs a life 
without cares ; here to-day, to-morrow in another place ; making in an inftant, with 
four little pods, a hut covered with boughs, or fome hide of a beaft. Their incomes 

are 
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are their bows and arrows, with which ^they provide them with flefli, with which 
they drink water ; only fometimes they make their drink, called Chica, of fruits of 
the trees, as they do in Chile. Their clothes are fome leaves for decency, and a (kin, 
which is like a cloak to cover them in other parts. They make holes in their lips, 
and put fome glafs or brafs pendants in them, and fometimes filver ones. The men 
let their hair grow to their fhoulders, and the women as long as it will. There feems 
to be one thing wanting to this nation, which all other Indian nations have, which is 
the bread they make of maize, or wheat, or fome of rice : but yet they do not want 
a fupply of this kind ; for becaufc they have not thefe grains, they make bread of the 
cods of a tree, which we in Spain call Algaroba, ; and becaufe that does not laft long, 
they have invented a ftrange fort of bread made of locufts, (nay, I have heard of 
Mofquitos ;) but the locufts ufed to be in fuch vait quantities in thofe great plains 
called the Pampas, that as I travelled over them, I often law the fun intercepted, and 
the air darkened with flights of them. 

The Indians obfcrve where they light to reft ; and thofe plains being here and there 
full of thickets, they reft in them, and chufe the higheft for fhelter. This the Indians 
know ; and approaching foftly in the night, they let fire to the thicket, which, with 
the high winds that reign in thofe plains, is foon reduced to aflies, and the locufts with 
them. Of thefe they make great heaps ; and as they are ready roafted, they have 
nothing more to do, but to grind them to powder ; or the flour of which they make 
a fort of bread, which maintains them. To the fame end they ufe an herb called 
Cibil, which, cither by pad with the devil, or by natural virtue, affords them a 
fullenance for feveral days, only by keeping it in their mouths, where it makes a 
white foam, which appears upon their lips : it is a very difagreeable fight, and madl* 
me very fick to fee it. 

Though thefe people are not fo warlike as the Chile Indians, yet they are coura- 
geous, and have lhewed it upon feveral occafions. They arc very dexterous at their 
bows and arrows, with which they make incredible fliots. 'But befides thefe, they 
have a very extraordinary fort of a weapon of a new kind, which is made of two 
balls, the t one bigger, and is a ffone perfectly well rounded, about the bignefs of an 
ordinary orange ; the other is of a bladder or hard leather, which they fill witbfebme 
matter of lefs weight than the ftone: thefe two balls are tied ftrongly to each end of 
a ftrong whipcord, which they twill off a bull’s pizzle : -the Indian Handing on a 
high ground, takes the leffer ball in his hand, and Irts the'other fly, bolding it like 
a fling over his head to take aim, and hit. his adverfary with the heavy ball, which 
they direft to the head, or legs of their enemy; and thus they entangle him , 

to bring him to the ground, and then the Indian leaps from the height where ' 

and without giving him time to difembarrals himfelf, they kill him ; and this irtjittl- 
ment is fo powerful in their hands, that it not only brings a man to the ground, but 
a horfe or a wild bull, which are very frequent in thofe parts, iince the coming of the 
Spaniards among them. , 

At this time they have no wars with any ; for though they do not own a fubje&ion, 
yet they carry themfelvcs to the Spaniards very friendly ji*Rnd the reafon is, becaufe 
they fee their towns fo populous and ftrong, that it would be in vain for them to ftir, 
or make any attempt again!! them : they have ‘the liberty of going in or out as they 
pleafe; and when they have taken a kindnefs ficnj a Spaniard, there will come* a troop 
of them in harvdft time to help him to get it in, and when it is over, they return to 
their own way of living : but there are others who come in troops to the highway, 
and if the Spaniards are not well armed, attack them in their waggons ; for 

which 
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which reafon they feldom fet out but a great many together, and well provided for 
an encounter ; but moft commonly they are well pleafed with feme little prefent, 
which they afk very boldly, as if they were mafters of all the goods in the waggons : 
they generally are content with a little bifcuit or wine ; but if the travellers are too 
niggardly, they are in danger. all the way, and rauft owe their fafety to their fire-arms. 


BOOK IV. 

OP THE FIRST ENTRANCE OF THE SPANIARDS INTO THE KINGDOM OF CHILE. 


CHAP. I. — - The Introduftion to this Book. 

LJAVING hitherto treated of thofe three partsj into which at firft we divided the 
kingdom of Chile ; of its foil and climate ; of its temperature and properties ; 
of its inhabitants, and their antiquity, nobility, and cuftoms ; the order of this hiftory 
requires we fliould now treat of the entrance of the Spaniards into their country ; 
fince by that it has been changed much for the better in many things : and although 
what we have already mentioned about the flocks, fruit, bread, wine, oil, &c. of 
which they had no idea, before the Spaniards came among them ; yet this is nothing 
in comjJvifon with the advantages they received by the light of the gofpel, which 
by the means of the fame Spaniards, was and is communicated to them. Upon this 
confideration, we may well excufe fome military excefles of covetoufnefs in fome of 
the firft difcoverers and their foldiers, who as fuch, and men who are bred in difordet 
and confufion, and ufed to embrue their hands in blood where they find refiftance, 
had lefs regard to the ftrift rules of juftice towards the Indians. But this was againft 
all the orders of. Their Catholic Majeftiesl, who from the beginning recommended 
moft ftri&ly the pre r ervation of the privileges of thofe poor people, charging all their 
governors, captains, conquerors, and royal minifters, that they Ihould always have 
before their eyes, in the conqueft of this new world, not fo much the dilatation of 
their royal power and monarchy, as the propagation of the gofpel, and the kind 
ufage of the Indians, their converfion being the principal motive of the undertaking, 
as we fhall fee in its proper place. 

But how is it poflible, morally fpeaking, that human a&ioris, though never fo 
well defigned' upon high motives, Ihould not have a mixture of the inconveniences 
which paflion, not overcome by reafon, produces ? and fo it is no wonder, that in 
the beginning of thofe difeoveries fome diforders fliould happen, though they never 
were fo exorbitant as fome authors make them; and particularly in Chile they were 
much left, becaufe the inhabitants* of thofe parts made the Spaniards feel their valour 
at their very firft entrance, where they found their progrefs oppofed with greater' 
vigour than they imagined. * , / 

But finceihis kingdom is one of the confiderable parts of America, it will be.fiecef- 
fary firft to lay fomething of the difeovery of the new world ; for this being the 
vol. xiv. s remoteft 
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remotefl part of it towards th# ! fouth, it was neceffary to pafs all the *$ft before it 
could be difcovered ; and therefore, though I have not a defign to mafke any relation 
but of the kingdom of Chile, I lhall neverthclefs touch upon the other difcoveries, 
and follow the fteps of the conquerors in order, as the hiftories of jhem do relate ; 
fo the fubje& of this book will be better underftood, by opening the manner of the 
finding them, and the order of time in which this progrcfs was made ; and’ fo place 
each kingdom according to its antiquity. v 


CHAP. II. — Of America in general, and what light may he found of the it among antient 

Philofophcrs. * 


AMERICA, called otherwife the New World, becaufe of its late difeovery, is now 
as well known as it was formerly hid for fo many palled ages, not only to the vulgar, 
but to thofe piercing wits among the pagans, Ariftotlc, Parmenides, Pliny; and 
among the chrillian philofophers, to St. Aultin, Laclantius, and others, who judged 
all that climate to be inhabitable that lay between the tropics, founding their opinion 
upon a point of their philolbphy, which was, that the prefervation of the animal 
demanded by its temper the juit proportion of the firft four qualities, which they fup- 
pofed could not be found under the" torrid zone ; for fo they called it, becaufe of the 
force of the fun upon it, it being all the year alrnoft perpendicular to it ; and having 
obferved its effects on this fide the tropics, how it dries the earth in funnner, confumes 
the fountains, thinking that if it did not withdraw to the other tropic, it would have 
entirely fired the earth, though refrefhed by the nights, it is no wonder if they were . 
perfuaded that where its beams were continual, there could be no habitation for man. 

But experience, which is the touch-ffone of all •philofophical Uifcourfes, has difco- 
vered that not only there is a plain palfage, though troublefome, from one pole to 
the other, but alfo that thofe. regions contained under the Zodiac have been* and are 
inhabited by innumerable nations ; and that there are even under the equino&ial dine, 
fome places, as that of Quito, fo temperate and healthy, that they tire manifcftly pre- 
ferable to fiareral in the temperate zone. 'Phis new world has, by common confent^ 
been called America unjuftlv enough, as Herrera complains in the firft book of his 
fifth decade, by the crafty ufurpation of this difeovery appropriated to Americo Vefpu- 
• fio, inftead of Columbus, who by this means is deprived of his true glory. 

It is not eafy to make out what knowledge the antientS have had of this rfew world : 
Marinco Siculo pretends, in his Spanilh Chronicles, that the Romans had known it, 
and made fome conquells in it ; and his foundation is, that in one of the gold mines 
of America, there was found a medal or antient coin, with the figure of Auguftus 
Ctefar ; which, he fays, was fent to the pope by Joannes Rufo, archbifhop of Co- 
zenfa; but this is refuted, as ridiculous, by Pedro Bercio in his geography; and 
it is not very probable, that that coin alone, and no other, fhould have been found 
in all this length of time, fince the mines are working in the Weft-Indifcs. But, 
befides, if the Romans had been once in pofleflion of thofe parts, it would not have 
been eafy to have loft all commerce with them, confidering the great riches that com- 
munication produces ; for the nations would havq called in one another, as we fee 
thet have done fince the difeovery made by Their Catholic Majefties, and thei^ poffef- 
fing': of thofe parts, to which there goes every year fo much people frotp I 

As fa the Roman coin, it is probable that fome who puffed from the 

firft conquerors of the Indies, and out of a humour of fpreading namues, /which* 

10 though 
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though little worth, are ’generally applauded by the ^lgar,') feigned he had found it 
in the mines j * or it might fall from him, and be found by another, who carried it 
as a rarity to the bilhop, who is laid to have fent it to the pope. I am ndt ignorant 
that there are many arguments and conjectures, and thofe not contemptible, of fome 
knowledge that the antients had of this fo principal a part of our globe, which are 
related by Abraham Ortelius, Goropius, father Acolta of our company, in his firft. book 
of the Hiftory c f the Indies, chap, u, 12, and 13. Thomas Bofius, book XX. chap. 
3. Malvenda, Friar Gregory Garcia, in the firft book of the Origin of the Indians, 
taking their hints from Plato, Seneca, Lucian, Arrian, Clemens Romanus, Origen, 
St. Jerome, and others, who feem to have had fome knowledge of this new world. 
There may be feen in Father Pineda, of our fociety, in the fourth book about Solo- 
mon’s Court, chap. 10. the words of Abraham Ortelius, which make very much 
to this purpofe. 


CHAP. III. — What light may he had froii 0 Scripture about this new region. 

THERE is another queftion which feems to be bettor founded than the firft ; and 
that is, what light may be had from feripture about tnefe remote regions ? becaufe 
there are many authors, who from thefe words of the fecond of Chronicles, chap. iv. 
“ The fervants of Iliram brought, with the fervants of Solomon, gold from Ophir, ” 
infer, that the feripture here fpeaks of the Weft-Indies, and interpret Ophir to be 
Peru, or all America ; and as the moft famous C.hriftopher Columbus was the firft 
who difeovered it, fo he feems to have been the firft that ufed that exprelfion j for 
they fay, that when he was in the ifland of Hifpaniola, he often laid, that at laft he 
was come to the defirecl land of Ophir, as is related by Peter Martyr, in his firft book 
of the DCqade of the Ocean. But he who firft let out this opinion in form, was 
Francis Vatable, who upon the third book of Kings, in the ninth chapter, and fo on, 
makes ‘Ophir to be the illand of Hifpaniola, and the continepts of Peru and Mexico. 
He was feconded in his opinion by Poftel, Goropius, Arias Montano, Antonio Poffevino, 
Rodrigo Yepes, Bofius, Manual de Sa, and other authors, reported by Pineda, in 
his treatife Dc rebus Solomonis ;^which makes Father Martin del Rio, of the company 
of Jesus, fay, that tjiis opinion is not- without good grounds j but he who defends it 
moft vigorously, is Father Gregory Garcia, of the order of St. Dominick, in his book 
De Indorum Occidentalium Origitie, where he ftrives mightily to clear this opinion from 
all obje&ions and oppofirion. 

The things faid by thefe authors are not of finall w'eight, though thofe who would 
make.an inference from the word Peru’s having a nearnefs to Pharvim, which is ufed 
by the Septuagint in 2 Chron. iii. where, fpeaking of the gold wit' which Solomon 
adorned his temple, they fay, that it was of gold of Pharvim, which in the vulgate is 
tranilated Atirum probatijjimum , or moft pure gold, have againft them a powerful 
adverfary, to wit, Garcilaflo de la Vega, who affirms, that the name Peru is not 
the name of the land, but that the Spaniards, endeavouring to inform thcmfelves of 
the Country, took an Indian, whofe name was Beru ; and that alking him what 
country they were in, and he imagining they aiked him his name, he anfwered Beru ; 
and the Spaniards thought he had faid Peru, and that that was the name of the 
country, whichever after was called To. That which, in my opinion, confirms moft 
the belief of Ophir, is, that which Solomon fays of himfelf in the book of Wifdom, 
that he “ knew the difpofhion bf the earth \ ” with which it feems that ignorance was 

s 2 incompatible ; 
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incompatible ; and that he could not but be informed of that great and principal part 
of the world ; fo that we may conclude he knew how to fend his fleets thither, and 
bring home the riches of thofe parts ; and this may be more probable, if we conlider 
the great defire he had of gathering together all the precious things from feveral parts 
of the earth, and the pureft: gold, for the ornament of the temple and houfe of 
God ; for the gold of Valdivia and Carabay being the pureft in the world, and the 
precious woods of odours that are in thofe kingdoms, and Paraguay* and Brafil, the 
fineft, it appears hard he fhould not ufe all diligence to have them, they making fo 
much to his end, which was to gather treafure and precious things. 

That he could do it, there feems no reafon to doubt, fince we know he had a great 
and powerful fleet ; and if this fleet fpent always three years from the time of its 
fetting out in the Red-Sea, to the time of its return, as the interpreters of the l’cripture 
all fay, in what could they fpend fo much time, but in going to the utmoft bounds 
of the eaft and weft ? and, it is poffible, went round the world, as the fhip Vidtory did 
fince, in the fame time ; in which the great Captain Magellan difcovered and pafled 
the ftraights of his name ; and fince we know that the fleets of the Catholic kings do, 
in our days, penetrate to the utmoft parts of the eaft and weft in lefs than a year’s 
time, why could not the fame be done by thofe of fo powerful and fo wife a king as 
Solomon, who may be fuppofed to have underftood himfelf, and inftru&ed his cap- 
tains and pilots in the art of navigation ? neither is it improbable, but he might know 
the ufe of the loadftone, and the fea-compafs, as fome authors do affirm he did. * 
This is yet more confirmed by what we have obferved already about the knowledge 
and conjectures which the antients had of this new world, of which he likewifc could 
not be ignorant, but rather have a more particular infight into them, being himfelf 
fo perfed in the fciences of cofmography and geography, as well as hydrography : 
all which he had by infufion from God Almighty, that he might fee into the errors 
of thofe who believed there were ne antipodes, nor that the torrid zone could be inha- 
bited, denying the roundnefs of the earth, and other fuch miftakes. 

Laftly, we know, that his fleets came to Syria, Phoenicia, Africa, and Europa ; 
and to come to thofe coafts, it is certain, that if they fet out at the Red-Sea, it was 
necefl'ary for them to fail fouthward to double the cape of Good Hope, and then nojpth, 
and pafs the equinoctial line a fecond time, as the Portuguefe do now in their voyages 
from India to Portugal. This being fuppofed, and that Solomon had the knowledge 
of America, it is probable he was not unacquainted with the communication of the 
North and South-Seas, by the ftraights of Magellan and St. Vincent ; ' for Solomon 
being fo powerful, both by fca and land ; and fo well inftruCted in all things, it is 
probable he caufed thofe mores to be fearched, to find the communication of both feas, 
as it was fince done by men much inferior to him in every thing, which were Magellan, 
and Jacob le Maire ; or, it might be difcovered by fome Ihips driven by ftorms into 
thofe parts, as fome fay it befel the firft difeoverers of America. 

This once, fuppofed, thofe who underfltand any thing of navigation, and the art 
of the fea, cannot but know how much more eafily a fleet, being placed c at the Cape 
of Good Hope in thirty-fix, may fail fouth to the fifty-fourth degree, where the 
ftraights of Magellan lie, than to fail to the north above iWenty-two degrees, which it 
muft do from the Cape to Europe : From whenae may be inferred what I fay, t^at if it 
was true, that his fleet came to Africa and Europe, and entered the Mediterranean fea, 
k wte touch eafier to go to Chile and Peru ; fof from the ftraights it might run before 
the: wind all along that coaft ; and having taken in the gold, precious . woods, filver, 
and outer commodities, it might return by the fame* ftraights, as Pedro Sarraiento, 
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and others, |j^ve done to the North-Sea, and fo to the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Red-Sea ; or, ,t|'e fleet being in the South-Sea, might fail weft to the Philippine iflands j 
and from thence coafting along thofe parts we call the Eaft-Indies, it might take in all 
the eaftern commodities ; and fo having gone' round the world, return laden with all 
the riches of eaft and weft, ^ith pearls, diamonds, rubies, and other fine ftones, as- 
alfo mufk, amber, ivory, and other valuable eaftern commodities ; and from the weft, 
with gold, filvt'r, odoriferous woods, pearls, emeralds, fine dyes, rich and fine wools, 
amber, and other riches, which were wanting to make up the opulency of Solomon. 

Neither ought this to be thought impracticable, fince it is made out already in thefe 
books, how eafy the navigation would be from Chile to the Philippine iflands in two 
or three months : the conveniences of which navigation have been fet out in the fourth 
chapter of the fecond book ; and we do know how the fhip Victory did return that 
way, and fo have many others fince ; by all which the poflibility of Solomon’s naviga- 
tion is made out, and that within the compafs of the three years, in which they ufed 
to return to their port in the Red-Sea ; and if it did not do this, it can hardly be 
imagined how it could employ fuch a fpace of time. 

For thefe, and many more reafons of this nature, our mod learned Pineda retradts 
the contrary opinion, which he had publilhed in his commentaries on Job ; becaufe, 
when he writ them, he had not fo well examined the grounds of the laft opinion, 
nor weighed all the authority and ftrength of conjectures that attend it ; and, indeed, 
fo far every prudent man would go, as not to defpife and contemn an opinion of which 
he believed the contrary, if it were maintained with probability, and by perfons wor- 
thy to_ be hearkened to. Though, to fay truth, if I mull fpeak what I think, that 
one reafon which 1 gave above againft the Romans having had knowledge of thofe 
parts, ( which is, that it appears incredible, that having once made the difeovery, and 
enjoyed thofe mines, not only the communication with them, but the very memory 
of them Jhould be loft,) feems, in my opinion, to be as ftrong an argument againft 
Solomon’s fleet ; for* if that did once overcome all the difficulties of that navigation, 
what ciufe could interrupt that commerce in fuch a manner, as that the total remem- 
brance of it Ihould be abolilhed ? It is true, that as to the Jews, they were a people 
who did not care to live in foreign parts, nor fettle among other nations,* nor inhabit 
the fea-coafts ; for God Almighty w as unwilling, that, by the communication with the 
Gentiles, they Ihould contract any of theif cuftoms ; and therefore we do not know, 
that of all the race of their kings, any more than three, went about any fuch thing, 
which were Solomon who tornpafled it, and Jofophat and Ochofias, whofe under- 
takings had no fuccefs. By which it may be infered, that when Solomon died, 
and the temple was finifhed, this navigation was negledted, till at laft it was quite 
forgot ; befides, that it appears from the Chronicles, and other places of feripture, 
that in thofe times filver and gold were but little valued, the v. ov'-toufnefs of mankind 
Hot being arrived to the height it is at now-a-days : they diu not think it worth 
leaving their houfes to endure labour in ‘the fearch of them, and run all thofe hazards 
which the voyagers to thofe parts do undergo. This therefore might take off the 
edge and defire which we fee in the Europeans, of continuing thofe voyages ; neither 
would they defire to fettle in thofe parts ; or if they did, the memory of them might 
be loft. Sep Padre Pineda, particularly in the fifth fettion of the fixteenth chapter, 
where he aaffwer^ the arguments of the negative opinion j to which he gives very 
handforoe fctmiqns ; and in particular, to thofe who fay, that Jjolomon’s fleet could 
bring nothing but- goM and filver, as if this were nothing, or like ballaft; and that 
this were not motive enough /or him to fend his fleets, for a thing of which it appears 
he made fuch ufe, both for the temple and his own palaces $ fo that it does not 
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feem pofliblehc could have it all from the eaft, but muft have had recpurfe to the 
weft, where there was fuch a mafs of it, as is made out by what fa have faid of 
the mines of Chile, and thofe of the Inga, with thofe trees, fruits, and plants of 
malfy gold, and ftatues of the fame metal in his gardens ; betides what they call 
Guafcas, where to this day they keep concealed a vaft (lore of thofe riches gathered 
together for the liberty of the Inga, when the Spaniards had him prifoner ; all which 
may be feen in what has been faid already in feveral chapters. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Difcovery of America ; and by what Means it was performed. 

AMONG the hidden and wonderful fecrets of nature, we may reckon the Angular 
virtue of the loadftone, which has produced fuch wonderful effects, as they feem more, 
the object of our eyes than of bur faith, as men ; for who, if they did not fee it, could 
believe the experiments made every day, which furpafs all imagination ? See the curious 
and elaborate treatife of Father Athanafius Kirker, of our company, De arte maynetica ; 
for there the moil afpiring mind after curiotities will find all he can wifli about this 
matter, as well what is ancient, as what is modern, the whole treated with fo much 
erudition and clearnels, that the fludy of it is not lels delightful than profitable. The 
fame fubject is alfo treated of excellently by Father Nicholas Cabeo, of our company, 
in his book of Magnetical Philofophy. 

Among all the virtues of this rare (tone, I think that its quality of taking up 
iron is not fo admirable as that which it has had of drawing gold and filver to 
Europe from India; the mafs of which has been fo great, that fotne curious 
perfons having made a calculation in this matter, which they underftood very well, 
and reckoning the millions brought by the galleons and (lotas', from the difcovery 
of the Indies to their time ; and having alfo computed the diltance betweqrf Europe 
and thofe parts, have found that there might have been made, from the one to 
the other, of bars of filver, a bridge of a yard and a half wide ; fo that if all 
that metal could be found now-a-days in any one place, it would make a moun- 
tain like th?t of Potofi, from which the greateft quantity has been fetched ; and 
for that reafon it appears hollow, and bored through in fo many places. We may 
therefore fay of the loadftone, that gold has given it a virtue like that of faith, 
to tranlport mountains, not only from one place to another, -but from t one world 
to another, through thofe immenfe feas which feparate them. 

Who the firft man was that applied this virtue to facilitate navigation, it is hard 
to prove by authors ; for though we know that this (tone was known to the Jews, 
md to the Egyptians, yet who ‘firft made ule of ' the fea-necdle and compafs, is 
very hard to find out. Some fay it came from China to Europe : others, that it 
was found by the inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope ; and that Vafco de Gama, 
met with fome of their veffels, when he made the difcovery of the Cape, who ufed 
this inftrument :* others give the glory of it to the Spaniards and Portuguefe'; 
others to a man of the kingdom of Naples, called John Goyas, of the city of 
Amalfi, who was rather the man that perfe&ed this invention, being himfelf ain 
experienced fearnen. But let every one have his .opinion, it is not my bufinefs to 
decide; I only fay, that to this admirable virtue of the loadftone we owe thedif- 
coveiy of America : # for though fome authors fay, that Solomon's fleet (ailed by the 
obferv$|ibn of the ftars, the winds, the flight of birds, /’and other figns, vriri* which 
they fupplied the,, want of this ifteful invention, not Ihdfc known according to the 
common opinion, (though the contrary is not altogether improbable,) yet it muft 
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be owned t^at^the ufe of this fea-needle has beeri the thing that has facilitated 
the navigatfen*ffb as the firlt difcoverers, trufting to this, durft venture into vaft 
feas, and pafs the gulph which leads to that remote and unknown world, fo as to 
land in it ; which was a performance worthy of immortal memory to the man who 
undertook and executed it. . 

This man was the moil: famous Captain Don Chriftopher Columbus, a Genoefe, 
whom the Spaniards in their language call Colon, who, though he were not, as he 
was, nobly defceuded, might have given by •himfelf nobility and fame to his defcen- 
dants, and to his noble and illultrious country ; for if this commonwealth had had 
only this l'on, it might draw fame enough from him alone, fince his generous and bold 
mind was capable of overcoming all the difficulties which he met with in the project 
and execution of this enterprise, the more to be efleemed by the great advantages 
procured by it to both u'orlds ; to this, by that vaft increafe of riches, of which a 
great deal is confecratcd upon the altars in churches, befides what is employed in 
the furniture of princes and great men : and to the other world, the bendit«of the 
light of the gofpcl, by which it is fo much more poliftied and meliorated in all 
fenfes. 

Neither docs that which Garcilaffo de la Vega, and others, do relate, any ways 
affect the glory of this great man, when they fay, that he undertook this defign upon 
the knowledge communicated to him by a man whom he entertained, and who died in 
his houfe as his gueit ; for we mult own that his chief praife does not come from 
what he knew of this new world before he undertook to iind and conquer it, but from 
his generous mind and conflancy in purfuing his enterprize ; and this is all his own, 
which puts juftly the laurels upon his head, and makes his memory immortal in fpite 
of time and envy, though one would think no body fhould have' any for the common 
benefa&or of two worlds. That which thefe authors relate about this hiftory is, that 
a pilot, an* inhabitant and native of the town of Guelva, in the county of Niebla, in 
Andalufia, called Alonf* Sanches de Hualva, or as others fay, Buxula, ufed to trade 
with a finall veffel to the Canaries ; and that one time, in his return to Spain, he met 
with a mighty ftrong Levant, which was Id powerful, that in twenty days he found 
himfelf in one of the illands of the Well Indies, one of thofe which we call tRe illands 
of Barlovento, or the Windward Iftands, and it is judged it was Hifpaniola ; from 
whence, fearing to perifli for want of provilion, he returned to the ifland of Madeira, 
having endure^ fo much, that ahnoft all his company died, apd himfelf came in fuch a 
condition, that though Cnlumbds, who loved lea-faring men, and for that reaion had 
chofen that iiland to live in, received him into his houfe, and took great care of him, 
yet he died ; but before he died, being willing to make l’ome return for the kindnefs 
Teceived, he called Columbus to him, and left hi n, as an inheritance, the journal he 
had ffiade, with the rhumbs of wind both going and coining, and ,ui ther his obferva- 
tions. in the voyage, and about the place where he landed. 

This is thus related by Garcilaffo de la Vega, and Father Jofeph d’Acofta,.who fays, he 
does ,not know the name of this pilot who left this legacy to Columbus : and this he 
attributes to the particular providence of God, who would not have the honour of 
this difcpvery be owing to any human induftry, but immediately and intirely to the 
Di vines Majefty, t0 w hofe difpofttion we ought to attribute fo much as appears con- 
tingent and cafuaf in this Ihip’s mifearriage, from its courfe, and all the other accidents 
attending that florin, till tbe pilot was brought to die in the houfe of him whom God 
had chofen for a fecond cajife andchigf inlirument of this enterprize ; who being of 
himfelf a great philofopher ahcf cbfmographer, compared thefe notions which he had 
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from his dying gueft, with his own fpeculations which he had long had upon the fame 
fubjett ; and this made him refolve to undertake what he afterwards afteomplifhed. In 
order to this he began to confider of thofe who were likelieft to affift nim ; and firft of 
all he offered it to his own country, who took it for a dream ; after .this, to the Kings 
of Portugal,France,andEngland: and atlaft headdreffed,this rich offer to Their Catholick 
Majefties, for whom it was deiigned from the beginning, by Him who had refolvcd in 
his providence to amplify their monarchy by the addition of fo many rfeh and powerful 
kingdoms, as they have acquired in this new world. 

Ferdinand and Ifabella, who are worthy of immortal glory, having examined the 
grounds Columbuswent upon, and the honour that might be done to the crofs of Chrift, 
and to the preaching of his gofpel, if this enterprise fhould take effett, having ferioufly 
confidered of it for eight years together, they commanded all neceffary provifions to be 
made, without fparing any charge, or minding the contingency of a defign fo new, fo 
difficult, and fo much without example. 


CHAP. V. — Don Chriflopher Columbus fails from Spain in Search of the New 

World. 

IN the year of the birth of our Saviour 1492, upon the third of Auguft, about 
half an hour before fun-rife, (the happielt day that ever fhined upon our antipodes, as 
being the beginning of their greatelt felicities,) Don Chriftopher Columbus, moll 
famous Genoefe that ever was, failed from Spain, with the title which he had "received 
from Ferdinand and Ifabella, of admiral of the Seas of all thofe countries he fhould 
difeover and conquer ; fo leaving behind him the famous Herculean ftraights, as dif- 
daining their Non-plus-idtra, and laughing at their pillars, he launched into the vaft 
ocean, and begun his navigation with no lefs confidence than admiration 9? thofe who 
faw him leave the fhore and fteer a courfe never before attempted,- by new rhumbs of 
winds. Having touched at the illand of Gran Canaria, he again failed from thelice the 
firft of September, with ninety in company and provifions for a year. After fome 
days of navigation he began to find himfelf near the tropick of Cancer, and under the 
torrid zone; whereupon his men who had been bred in the temperate climates of 
Europe, being impatient of heats, which they never before had experienced, and wearied 
with feeing nothing but a vaft ocean without land, began to enter into diftruft of 
difeovering any. At firft they murmured only between their teeth ; but at laft, 
fpeaking out boldly, they came to their Captain Columbus, and endeavoured by all 
means to diffuade him from purfuing his difeovery, as vain and without hopes of 
fuccefs; and that it would be much better to return back to Spain ; but he with a 
generous mind being deaf to all their perfuafions, purfued his voyage with conftancy. 
His men perceiving ftill how he went further from Spain, and that they had almoft 
worn out thoir eyes with looking out from the top-maft head of the fhip, without 
finding any appearance of land, renewed their inftances and reafons ; and t'hat the more 
eameftly, by how much they perceived every day the confumption of their water and 
provifions ; calling now that temerity, which before they faid might be conftancy : for 
v they alledged that the time was increafed, their provifions leffened, the winds fcarce, 
cov^and calms to be feared ; no land in view, its diftance not to be known nor gueffed 
obf<*rvS$ » that the danger was ‘certain, and no avoiding to perilh, if they ftaid any longer; 
they fufjrefore, faid they, let us fecure our lives, except we intend to be a fable and laughing- 
common 0 t0 mankind, and looked upon as our own murderers. 
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To fay truth, it cannot be denied but this was an urgent danger, and greater per- 
haps than can B * imagined by thofe who never were in the like trials ; for when no 
lefs than life is at ftake, all dangers appear great, and particularly at fea : befides, thefe 
allegations were of themfelves of great confi deration, and capable of fhaking the greatefl 
conftancy and valour ; yet the courage of the great Columbus was duch, and fo lingular 
his prudence, that fometimes diflembling, and fometimes taking no notice of what he 
heard, but talking to this man and the other in private, and then comforting them all 
up in general, and giving them foine account of his well-grounded l'peculations, he fo 
fed them with hopes and expectations, (he himfelf /hewing no diltrult of his fuccefs,) 
that lie brought at kill his project to a happy iffue. They were following their voyage 
thus,,, through all the inconveniencics of heat, ready to liille them, when on a fudden a 
voice was heard crying, Land, Land : they all Hew to the prow and fidcs of the ihip, 
and fixed their eyes on the horizon like fo many Argus’s, to find out the land which 
feenied to appear like a cloud upon the fea. The delire of getting to it made fome 
doubt, if it were land or clouds ; but others were more confident : fome allure it to be 
low land ; others think they fee rocks, and a large extended Ihore , and all was but 
guefs, occafioned by the great dillance they were at fea from any land ; for in truth it 
was not land but clouds. And this was an invention ol Columbus, their admiral, 
who feeing them almolf ready to mutiny, made ule o t this artifice to prevent the 
ill e Heels of their defpair, caufing this voice to be heard to give them a Ihort joy, 
and amufe then?. 

This fucceeded well for that, time: he (leered his courfe towards this pretended 
land till night ; and when they were afleep lie fet his prow to the welt, in fcarch of 
•the true land : but in the morning when it was clay, feeing thole clouds, which they 
took for land, vanilhed as if often happens in long navigations, they began to afflicl 
themfelves anew, and remonllrate to the admiral boldly to his face, which 1 do 
not wonde'; at ; for befides the danger of perilhing with hunger, they found thcin- 
felves in a climate* fo (torching and fiery, than in the third voyage that the admiral 
made,’ they being becalmed eight days, about the fame place, were afraid the fun 
would have let lire to their Ihips ; for all his calks flew under decks, the hoops 
lmoaking as if they had been let on fire, and the wheat was all in a* ferment; 
and the fait flelh was, as it were, boiled again, and Hunk fo, that, to avoid infection, 
they were forced to throw it overboard. 

The aelmy-al was thus purfuing his voyage, in which patience was his moll 
Hecelfary habit, to endure the* terrible perfecution of his own people ; when on the 
i ith day of October of the lame year, it pleated God to crown all his invincible 
fufferings, and the confidence he had in him, firlt, by manifell figns of land, which 
* in fuch occafions do generally put a flop to all complaints and afflictions, and are 
the "beginning of joy and content, which is followed with foige o.i' all pall fufferings. 
The firll thing they faw was the bough of a tree new cut, with its fruit on it, which 
though a kind of thorn, was a branch of olive to the inhabitants of this new ark; 
another hat? feen green fill), and fome pieces of wood floating ; all which were 
clear marks of land not far off, as to the navigators from India are the quantity 
of fea weeds which meet them about ten leagues from the coaft of Spain. The 
joys which failors and paflengers fliew generally at the figns of land, the capers 
they cut, and embraces they make each other, with their congratulations to the 
pilot, their thanks to heaven, nay, the tears they Ihed, and, devout p sayers they make 
to God and the Virgin Mary, in acknowledgment of their protection ; all thefe are 
VOL. XIV. v not 
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not fo much matter for my pen, as for fight and fenfe. All this happened to the 
admiral’s company, which not only forgot their fufferings, and ftthe hatred they 
bore to the author of them, but they run and threw themfelves at his feet, as 
admiring and congratulating his condancy, and begging his pardon for fo many 
hard thoughts, and as hard words, they had entertained, and let fly againft him : he 
received them all with embraces and marks of benignity, alluring them that by the end 
of that day they (hould be within fight of land, and h iving laid this, he went upon 
the highe/t part of the (hip’s flora, as being defirous to be the firft, that Ihould 
give them the good news of difcovcring land. 

There was a rent of ten thoufand Maravedies a year for the firft difeoverer, which 
made them all look out with great attention ; fome on one fide, and fome on the 
other fide of the ftiip, fixing their eyes where they thought it was mod probable to 
find land ; but it was about two hours before midnight, when Admiral Columbus 
difeovered a light, and calling to two'officers, (hewed them ; and prefently he perceived 
that the light changed place, for it was a light carried from one houfe to another, as 
was known afterwards when they landed : they failed on towards that light, and about 
two hours after midnight they dilcovercd land, which was at the fame time made by the 
other (hips in company, whereupon there were many claims for the Albricias ; but at 
laft they agreed that the Albricias belonged to the admiral, been ufe he lull difeovered 
the light : this was confirmed by Ferdinand and Ifabella, King and Oueen ol Spain, 
and fettled upon the fhambles of Seville, as the bell fund for the admiral. 

Herrera, the chronologill, makes his reflections upon this light, and moralizes upon 
it, that it lignified the fpi ritual light, which thofe nations wanted, and which was now 
brought to them from Europe by thole difeoverers; as a proof likewife of the piety 
of the catholic Kings, who having made war upon the Moors for three hundred and 
twenty years, had hardly finilhed it ; but they put their Ihoulders to this new con- 
queft, to fpread by their means the glory of the gofpel, and make the voice of it to 
be heard to the utmoft limits of the earth, making out by this manifcfl proof, how firm 
fupports they were to the faith, fince they were conflantly employed in propagating of 
it. Thus far Herrera : to which 1 may add, that the light Columbus law in the 
middle of the night, was the tacit working of reafon, which being buried in profound 
errors, did yet throw' out fome fparks from under thofe alhes, and cry to heaven for 
the enlivening fpirit to deliver it, and by the means of Chrift revive jt, lb as to enlighten 
that gentilifm, fo long overwhelmed in darknefs, and for fo many ages pafl buried, as 
it were, in the fhadow of death. 

Thus it was ; and as icon as clay broke they landed : the admiral carried with him 
the royal ftandard fpread, the other captains having in theirs the banners of this con- 
queft, which were prepared, and had in them a green crofs crowned, and round about 
the names of Fcrdinando and Ifabella, to fignify the hopes that thofe princes ‘had 
entertained to make fubjeft, and lay at the feet of the crucified Jefus, the crowns and 
feeptres of thofe powerful monarchs of that new world ; they themfelves having firft 
fubmitted their own, that there might be no crown, command, nor lordlliip, bift that 
of the exaltation of the crofs. 

To this end, as foon as the admiral landed, kneeling down with all his company, 
he kifled it once, and twice ; and lifting up his -eyes to heaven, all in tears, he adored 
our Lord God of all things, who had brought him thither, thanking him for his favour, 
and doing homage to him ip the name of thofe pfeople, who were to be brought to his 
knowledge; in fign of all which, and the pofieflion he then took, he called that 
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Hand Saint Salvador : he raifed alfo a mod beautiful crofs, which was a declaring war 
to hell, to make v it renounce the poffeflion of that land, which for fo many ages it had 
tyrannized over. 

The admiral being rofe up, they all approached, and not only embraced him, but 
carried him upon their Ihoulders in triumph, as having performed the greateft work 
that ever man attempted, or brought to pals. Immediately alter this, the admiral, in 
prefence of a notary, took poffeflion of that land in the name ot Their Catholic Ma- 
jefties, and caufed himfelf to be owned as viceroy, and as fuch they began to own him, 
and obey him in all things. 

This illand, which we lhall call Saint Salvador, was about fifteen leagues in length, 
very woody, and having good water, with a lake of Irefh water in the middle oi 
it, and well inhabited by the Indians, who called it in their tongue Guanaani ; and it 
is one of thofe which fince have been called the Lucaicks. U is nine hundred and fifty 
leagues from the Canaries. 


CHAP. VI. 

WHEN the Indians law fuch great bulks in the lea, with great fails, and the whole 
unlike their canoes, and they were drawn near the Ihore, they remained allonilhed and 
bolide themfelves, becaufe, though by their motion they gueffed them to be living 
things, yet for their bignefs they took them for fome ftrange fea-monllers, never feen 
before on thofe coalts. The Ihips came to an anchor clofe by the Ihore, and the 
admiration of the Indians increafed (till fo much the more, feeing white men come out of 
them with beards and cloaths ; yet they did not run away, but drew near without fear, 
the rather when they law that the Spaniards began to prelent them with bells, needles, 
and other things of Europe, which pleafed them extremely, as being new to them : 
in return they gave the Spaniards gold, provifions, and other things of their country : 
they came foine in their canoes, and fome fwimming to the Ihips, where it was wonder- 
ful to fee how they valued every thing, even to the bits of glazed dilhes, or broken 
earthen ware, that lay about the Ihips, which they gathered up as jewels v. 4 iich they 
had never fecn. And to fay truth, moll things borrow their value from their rarity ; 
and for this reafon [hey had as little value for gold and pearls, which were things very 
common among them, they exchanging whole firings of pearls, and fome of them as 
big as peal'e and fmall nuts, fcfr needles and bells, as happened in the illands of the 
Margarita $ fo great is the difference in the el lunation of things common, or rare ones. 
The admiral having here got an account of lome other illands, went out to difeover 
them ; and the fecond he found he named Santa Maria de la Conception, dedicating it 
to the queen of heaven : the third he called Femaiuiina, of th Don Fernando : 

the fourth he named Ifabella, in conlideration of his miftrels vjiu jii ll'abella. Of all 
thefe he took poffeffion in the name of Their Majefties, by letting up their royal 

ftandard before a publick notary, with the fame foletnnity and ceremonies obferved in 

the taking poffeflion of the firft illand. 

On a Saturday, the 29th of October, they dilcovered the famous illand of Cuba, 
where the Havana is : there the Indians, frighted to lee the Spaniards, whom they 

thought defcencied from heaven, went to them killing their hands and feet. The 

admiral’s laft difeovery was of the illand called Hifpaniola, where he, met with a great 
deal of gold, and fome birds and fxlhes, like thofe of Caltile. Here the Cacique 
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Guacanagari received him with much humanity ; and in his land he made the firlt 
colony, or fettlement of Spaniards, which he named the city of the Ne/ivity. 

The Spaniards generally were received in thefe and other the Barlovento Iflands, and 
on the coalts of Terra Firma, with much love and kindncfs, very fjw of the Indians 
offering to refill them. On the contrary, they all were pleafed with their coming upon 
their lands, furnifiung them with all that the country afforded, and prefenting them with 
gold, pearls, parrots; contenting themfelves with a return ofa very final 1 value. Of the 
European things, ihofe they feemed moll to mind, were needles ; and at firlt they could 
not imagine what they were good for ; but being told they were to few, they anfwered 
they had nothing to few ; but yet they kept them, becaufe they had never feen any 
thing of iron or Reel. They were much furprized at the ufe of fwords, and parti- 
cularly when they experienced their lharpnefs; for at firlt they ufed to take hold of them 
by the edge with great limplicity. 

The admiral, as viceroy of thole ntew kingdoms, began to govern, as lie difeovered 
them ; and that he might regulate them the better, by confulting Their Majellies in his 
doubts and difficulties, he made two voyages backwards and forwards to Spain, Hill 
making in his returns difeovery of fbme new iflands, and amplifying the monarchy, as 
hiftorians do relate at large, to whom 1 refer mylelf, not to engage in matters which are 
far from my fubjecl ; but 1 cannot but make fome reflection upon what happened to this 
great man. Who would not have thought, confidering tile happiuefs with which he had 
executed all that he had defigned, in the moil difficult fubjecl in the world, that he was 
eternizing his felicity, and putting fortune under his feet ? But that no one may ftrivc 
to do it, but that all may know how conllant is her volubility, and how perpetual the 
motion of her wheel, and that there is no human power, nor liar, can fix it, I will 
relate here briefly what befel him. 

Let him who governs be undeceived once for all, and know, that to lit upon a throne, 
and take poffeflion of power, is to be a mark lor the cenfure of the good ai;d bad to 
aim at ; it is juft putting himfelf into the hands of anatomills, ju> In 1 taken in pieces, 
and examined to the very bones, and very often envy opprefles innocence by feigned 
accufations : this is not the place to examine that of the admiral ; I only know that 
there were* fo many complaints, and fuel) appearances of mildemeanors alleged at court 
again!! him ; as, that hr did not advance the convcrfion of the Indians, but made them 
work to get gold, defiring more to make them flaves than Chriltians; and taking no 
care to maintain them, and fuch other imputations ; as moved Their Catholic Majellies to 
fend the commander I)e Bobadilla to examine the truth of what was alleged, and to do 
juftice in requilite cafes ; writing at the fame time a kind letter to the admiral, that he 
ihould let the commander execute their orders. 

But he exceeding his commiffion, and the intention of Their Majellies, took all he 
informations againlt the admiral and his brothers, and without hearing them, made 
himfelf be owned for judge and governor, giving rewards, and publilhing that he 
came to relieve the opprefl'ed, and to pay their friaries, and put all things in good order. 
This drew ovei* to him all thole who had any grudge to the admiral, and moll of the 
common fort fided with him ; fo he entered into the houfes of the admiral and his 
brothers, leized their goods and their papers ; all which, he might lafoly do, without 
any refiitancc, lor the admiral was away : he lent to feize him and his brothers, put- 
ting irons upon their feet, and fo (hipping them into a vcffel, called a Caraval, he fent 
them away for Spain, to give an account of themfelves. 

When they came to put irons upon the admiral, there was none fo bold as to do it, 
uut of the refpeCt that all had for him ; and if he had not had in his family a rogue of 
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a cook, who was villain enough to do it, they had not found any one to execute fo 
barbarous a command. When Columbus faw himfelf put in chains by his own fervant, 
it is faid, that fhaking his head, he pronounced thefe words, full of refentment for his 
ufage: “ Thus th? world rewards thole who ferve it ; this is the recompence that men 
give to thofe who trull in them. Have the utmoll endeavours of my fervices ended in 
this ? Have all my dangers and fufferings deferved no more ? Let me be buried with 
thefe irons, to Ib.w that God alone knows how to reward and bellow favours, of which 
he does never repent ; for the world pays in words and promifes, and at lalt deceives 
and lies.” 

Having faid this, the lliip fet fail ; and as foon as lie came to Spain, lheir Majelties, 
when they were informed of the prilon of the admiral, were much concerned ; for by 
no means had that been their intention. They lent for him to come before them ; but 
his tears and lighs were luch, that in a great while he could not f'peak ; at lull he faid, 
alluring Their Majelties of his great zeal for Their royal lervice, v hich had always been 
his guide, that if lie had failed in any thing, it was not out ol malice, nor on purpofc, 
but becaufc he knew no better. 

Their Majelties comforted him, and particularly the queen, who favoured him moll j 
and after feme time, in which the truth of the matter was made out, they ordered, that 
all that the commander Bobadilln had confifcated ol the efiale of the admiral and his 
brothers, lliould be rellored to them; as alfo, that the capitulation with them Ihould be 
oblerved, as to their privileges and exemptions. After this, the admiral returned a 
fourth time to the Indies, in an honourable way ; and employing himfelf in new dif- 
covcries, he arrived upon the eoall ol Terra Firma ot America, the lecond of Novem- 
ber 1502, and coalting along by Cubija, arrived at the port ; which, beeaufe it appeared 
fo good a one, and the country lo beautiful, wi ll cultivated, and lull of houfes, that 
it looked like a garden, he called Puerto Bello, or the Fine Port, having difeovered 
other illands in the way, and endured very bad llorms. At lalt, returning back by 
fome of ihifle places wljieh he had difeovered, taking, as it were, his leave of them, 
and returning to Spain, 10 order there a better fettlcment ol affairs, he died ,iat Valla- 
dolid, where the court was, making a very Chriltian end, and giving great ligns of his 
predeftination. 


CHAP. VII. After the Death of Columbus , the Cajhlians purfue the Difeovcry and 

( 'tj'irjuc/l of the New World. 

AMONGthoiewhoaccompaniedtlieadmii.il in his (irll difeovery, there was one 
Vincent Yancs Pinzon, who being a rich man, fet out four veilels at his own charge. 
He^ at his return to Spain, fet fail from the fame port of Balos "non new difeoveries : 
he firll came to the illand of St. Jago, which is one of the Ca; e 1 _*rd illands ; he let 
fail from thence the thirteenth of January in the year 1500, and was the firll who 
parted the equinoctial line, by the north fea, and difeovered Cape St. Aitgullin, which 
he called the Cape of Conlolation, taking poflellion of it for the crown of Callilc ; 
from thence he found the river Maragnon, which is thirty leagues over, and fome fay 
more at its entrance, the f'refh water running forty leagues into the fea ; then courting 
towards Paria, he fouifo another river very large, though not fo broad as Maragnon': 
they took up frelh water out of it, twenty leagues at fea. He difeovered in all a coalt 
of fix hundred leagues to Paria, and loft two ihips in a terrible ftorm' that he endured. 

We 
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We have feen alfo in the lalt chapter, that Columbus had difcovered the illand of Cuba, 
though he could never fail round it, being hindered by the ftorrns an^ ill weather ; fo 
he died without knowing whether it was an ifland or no, for he judged it to be rather 
a point of fome continent ; but it is a very large ifland, with ma^y fair ports, and 
mountains full of precious odoriferous woods of cedar, ebony, and many others ; and 
there are in it feveral cities of Spaniards, and among the reft the ilrong fortrefs of the 
Havana, which is a Scala or rendezvous for the galleons and flotas, leaded with iilver 
from the Weft-Indies : this is one of the befl fortifications the King of Spain has in all 
his dominions. But, in my opinion, that which makes this ifland moil valuable, is. 
the good nature and docility ot thofe who arc born in it ; which was a prod ud of that 
foil before ever the Spaniards trod it, as they fhewed to Columbus, and thofe who came 
after him, receiving them with all kindnefs and humanity. 

To further what the Admiral Columbus had begun, God raifed an inftrument in the 
perfon of Val'co Nunnes de Balboa, one ol the firft difeoverers of this new world ; a 
man of good underllanding, as he fhewed upon the occafion which 1 fluid now relate. 
He was, with others, upon the difeovery with General Encifco, the governor : they 
came to a place called Hraba, and as they entered the port, by negligence of the 
fteerfman, the governor’s ftii’p ftruck upon a land, and was lolt, nothing being fared 
out of her hut the lives of the men, who got into the boats, but naked, and in "danger 
of perifhing for want of provifion. Vafco dc Nunnes laid, that he remembered rhere 
was not far off a river, the banks of which were inhabited by much people : he guided 
them thither ; and the thing being found to be as lie had faid, he gained great, reputa- 
tion among them all. They came thither, and found the Indians in arms again!! tilt 
Caftilians, whofe name was already become odious to thofe nations : they made a vow 
to our lady, to dedicate to her the firll fettlcment and church to the honour of her 
image, under the title of .Sancia Maria la Antigua, or the Ancient St. Mary, which to 
this day is venerated in Seville ; and to fend her many rich gifts of gold and Iilver, 
which one of them, as a pilgrim, fliould carry in the name of {.lie reft. Being encou- 
raged by-th is vow, they fell upon the Indians, and obtained the victory. 

Prefently they made a fettlcment, and built a town, dedicated to the virgin, calling 
it San&avMaria el Antigua of Dairen, becaufe that was the name of that river. After 
this, to accomplifh their vow, they fern the promifed prefents to the devout image of 
the virgin. <. 

The good opinion of Vafco de Nunnes increafing thus daily, anil having cunningly 
ordered it fo, that Encifco rofigned his government, ‘they thofe Vafco Nunnes in his 
room : at firft with an aflociate ; hut he found means in time to be alone, as it was neccf- 
fary he fhould, in point of command, being to overcome fuch difficulties as were ty be 
met with at every turn : and, indeed, he knew how to make himfolf be both feared 
and beloved, having a very good fpirit of government, in the new difeovories* he 
undertook, he came firft to the lands of the Cacique Ponca, and not finding him at 
home, he dellroyed them : he puffed on to the lands of the Cacique Careta, who not 
caring to entet into war, received him peacefully, and treated him as a friend. This 
Cacique Careta had a kinlman, who was a lord, that lived further in the country, and 
his name was Suran ; who perfuaded another neighbouring prince, called Coinagre, to 
make a tricndlhip with the Caftilians : this prince had a very fine palace, which aflo- 
tiifhed them ; and particularly when they faw, in a kind of chapel or oratory, fome 
dead bodies lying, covered with rich mantles, and many jewels of gold and pearls ; 
and being aiked, whole bodies thefe were, they anfwered, of their predeceflor ; and 
that, to preferve them from corruption, they had dried them with fire. The king 
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earefled thc-Caftiliaihs, and gave them great prcfents : he had feven fons, and one of 
them, more liberal, gave the Spaniards a prcfent of near four thoufand pefos of fine 
gold, and fome pieces of rare workmanfhip : they weighed it, and taking the King’s 
fifths, they bcgali to divide the remainder. In the divifion, two foldiers fell out about 
their fhare : t he jjbadque’s foil, who had made the prcfent, hearing the noife, could 
not bear it, but /coming to them, (truck the balance where the gold was weighing, and 
threw it ail upon the ground, faying, “ Is it poffible you fliould value fo much a thing 
that fo little deforces vour efteem ? and that you fliould leave therepofeof yourhoufes, 
and pad; lb many feas, expofed to fucli dangers, to trouble thole who live quiet in their 
own country ? ! lave fome flume, Chriltians, and do not value thefe things: but if 

you ;ue refolved to fearch gold, 1 will Ihew you a country where you may fatisfy your- 
felves.” And, pointing with his finger to the fouth, he told them they fliould fee 
there another lea, when they had palled over certain high mountains, where they lhould 
fee other people, who could go with fails and oars as they did; and that palling that 
fea, they fliould meet with vaft quantities of gold, whereol the natives made aH tlieir 
utenfils; and that he would be their guide, and condudt them with his father’s vallals ; 
but that it would be requifite they lhould be more in number, becaufe they we:e power- 
ful kings, who could hinder their pailage : giving them by this the firfl notice oi Peru 
and its riche:’. 

This was the fu ll knowledge and light which the Spaniards got of the South-Sea, 
and of tiie gold and riches of its coalts, which gave (hem all great joy ; fo that they 
were impatient to fee the hour of breaking through all obitacles, to ice that fea never 
before heard of, and enjoy the riches oi it. Vafco N mines immediately difpoled all 
•things, and went out of Dairen, in the beginning of September in the year 1513, and 
going along the lea-help, to the habitation of the friendly Cacique Careta, he went to- 
wards the mountains by the lands of the Cacique Ponca ; who, though at firfl: he en- 
deavoured ;o oppofe their pailage, yet being advifed by the Indians of Careta, who 
accompanied the Caililftns, he prefented them with gold and provifions, and gave them 
guides; they, in return, giving him looking-glasses, needles, knives, and other baubles, 
which they valued very much. Then they began to mount the mountain through 
the country of a Cacique called Ouan ca, who appeared in arms, and attacked the 
Spaniards : he had a long robe of cotton, but all his men were naked. They began 
to lkirmilh, and threaten, by their adions, fo hinder the pailage; but no fooner did 
they hear th<; noife, and feel tin; oiled s of the nmikets, and ibid fome to fall, but they 
turned their backs, f])ing like !i herd of deer, frighted to lee the fire, and hear the 
found of the vollies, which appeared thunder . them, and thought the Spaniards had 
thunderbolts at their command ; fo they left the pailage free for them. The Indians 
of Careta had faid, that from their country to tin top of the highelf mountain, there 
was the time of fix funs; for by that they meant lo many day ><• wiey; but the ways 
were fo bad, that they employed five and twenty days to get to the top. A little before 
they were at the higheft, Valeo N mines de Balboa cauled a ha It to be made, defiring 
to have the glory of having himlelf been the firfl man that ever faw the South-Sea. 
And fo it was : he goes alone, difeovers that vail ocean, and the large bays of the 
South-Sea, called Pacifick; and upon his knees, with .ears in his eyes, lifts up his eyes 
to heaven, giving thanks to the great* Creator of all things, for having brought him 
from fuch remote parts to contemplate that which none of his anceftors had ever feen : 
he made a fign after this to his companions to come up, and fo thcy*all run in hafle, 
pulhing one another on ; and when they were on the top, where there is a full profiled 
of the fea, it is not to be imagined the content they all received in admiring that vaft 

and 
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and fmooth liquid chryftal, which not being animated, did not on its fide give leaps of 
joy, nor go out of its bed to the tops of the mountains, to welcome thofe who came 
to deliver it from the tyranny the devil exercifed over it, by infefting h with ftorms and 
tempefts, and infefting the air with the breath of idolatry, which wfs breathed in all 
thofe parts, both eaft, well, north, and fouth. Oil! if all the creatures of that world 
could have come one bv one to fee the good that was coming to them 1 by means of the 
Gofpel, wfiich dawned in thole mountains ; or, if the prede/linated of that new world 
could have viewed from their cottages, and poor habitations, or rather from the deep 
night of their errors and fins, the fun that was beginning to enlighten them from that 
high mountain, and the virtue and efficacy of grace, which then began to appear to 
reconcile them with God, and the blood of Chrift, which like a great river was falling 
through thofe precipices, till it ffiould bathe the utmod parts of the earth, and give 
life to thofe, who, being fallen and covered with the dark lliadow, did not only not 
hope for life, but not fo much as know it ; how would the children have leaped out of 
their ccadlcs, who, to go into paradile, expefted nothing but baptifrn, as has happened 
to great numbers, who juft expired when they were made an end of baptizing; and 
the old men, who wanted only the knowledge of the Gofpel to Ihut their eyes, and 
being reconciled to God, fly into his glory, how they would open them, and lying upon 
the ground, fly, at lead with their fpirit ii they could not with their body, to receive 
the preachers of the Gofpel, who brought peace and a general pardon for their fins ! 
All the other predellinated, everv one according to his Hale, who have by this means 
been faved, (which are infinite) how they would melt and cry with joy, to hear this 
news, which is as welcome to them, as that of the coming of Chrift to the holy fathers 
in limbo ^ who were expecting it w ith fueh laiigiiifhing defires ! 


CHAP. VIII . — Vafco K mines Jc Balboa purfucs the Difcovcry of the South-Sea* and dies . 

«• 

VASCO Nunnes do Balboa, having performed his devotion, and thanked our Lord, 
with all his companions, for fo great a favour done him, as to bring them to that place, 
and for the favour he was about to lliew to that new world, by the means of the 
preachers of the Gofpel, to whom he thus opened a way to publifii it ; he then be- 
thought himfelf of his fecoml obligation,' which was to his King.; in conformity to 
which, he took poffellion, in His Majefly’s name, for the crowns of Calljle and Leon, 
of the place where he was, and of the lea which he difeovered from thence; cutting 
for this purpofc many trees, and making great erodes which he let up, and writ upon 
them the names of Their Majefties. 

Alter this they began to go down from the mountain, marching always prepared for 
any encounter that they might have with the Caciques in their way ; fo, though 'the 
Cacique Chiapes oppofed them with his people, who were Rout and many, yet by fet- 
ting the dogs pit them, and beginning to lire their inufkets, they were loon routed. 
This made the Cacique oiler terms ol peace, and receive and make much oV the Caib- 
hans, prelenting them with gold ; and he proved fo good a friend, that he pacified 

many other Caciques, who were in arms, to hinder the palfage, who likewife made their 

prefents of gold. 

I* From the town of Chiapes, Vafco Nunnes font out, to difeover the coalts of the 
Saijth-Sea, the captains Francifco Pizarro, Juan de‘ Klcara, and Alonfo Martin, each to 
a -different place : this lalt found two canoes dry on the fhore, and the fea below them 

above half a league: he wondered to fee them fo far from the fea; and, as he was 

confidering 
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confidering it, fee perceived the Tea coming very fail in, and did not flay long before it 
fet the canoes on float : he entered into one of them, and took witnefs that he was the 
firft European tH'.t had ever been upon that fea. The tides on that coaft ebb and flow 
every fix hours, \b as great fltips will be left on fliore, the water retiring fo fall, that it 
gives great admiration when it returns, to fee fo great a ipace covered fo fall, that it 
appears an inuncl ition. 

Vafco Nunnes having advice of this, came down alfo to the coaft ; and, going into 
the fea up to the mid-leg, with a naked fword in his hand, laid, that he took poflef- 
fion of it, and all the coafls and bays of it, for the crowns of Caftile and I, eon; and 
that he was ready with that fword, as often as it fliould be neceflary, to make good 
that claim, againft all that fliould oppofe him. The Indians were in great amaze at 
this new ceremony ; and they were more furprized, when they faw' him, againft their 
advice, and that of the Caciques, venture to crofs the gulph of Pearls, to difeover the 
riches of it in that commodity ; though it had like to have coft him dear, for he was 
near perifhing in crofting that arm of the fea. Now let us fee (in order to undeceive 
thole who fliall read this) how little this courage and boldnefs availed this generous 
conqueror of the new world, and the great things his invincible mind had brought to 
pafs. All his military prudence and cunning, by which he made himfell be refpefted 
by unknown nations, availed him little; for this fo fortunate a great captain had a tra- 
gical end : he loft his life in Dairen at his return, finding there the governor Pcdrarias, 
who came to fitcceed him. The King, in fending this man, had recommended to him 
the pcrlon of Vafco Nunnes de Balboa, and ordered him to made ufe of his council, as 
of one who had honoured him by his bold undertakings, and to whom, for a reward, 
fee ordered the governments of Panama and Coiba, and the admirallhip of the South- 
Sea, which he had difcpvered, and on which he had already built four fhips, and got 
together three hundred men, to go upon the difeovery of Peru. But the faid Pedrarias 
commanded Jiim on fhore, and there feizing him, caufed him to be beheaded publickly 
as a traitor. The drier V ent before him, crying, as is cuflomary, that he was a traitor ; 
which, ’when Vafco Nunnes heard, he laid it was a lie, and that no man had ferved the 
King with more zeal, nor more fidelity than he, nor more defired^ to extemi his mo- 
narchy ; but all his complaints were like voices in the defart, which were of no force 
againft envy and emulation, which had prevail fl in his enemies, and which can never 
fail againft thofe who* govern. His death was much refented, and appeared very unjuft 
in Spain, beciufe, indeed, the Kiqg loft one of his braveft captains, and one who would 
have difeovered Peru with more facility, and without all thofe tumults, which fines 
happened; for his prudence, valour, and zeal, were above the ordinary fize. 

It cannot be denied, but that the lentence may be jultified according to the depofi- 
•tions of witneiles ; but yet it was a great argumein of his inne . m ", that which he 
himfelf faid to the governor Pedrarias, which was, that if he hau in uis heart to make 
himfclf mailer, and independent, as they accufcd him., he would not have obeyed his 
call as he did, and leave his lliip without any difficulty ; for he had then three hundred 
men all at his devotion, and four veilt is, with which he might have been fafe, and gone 
upon new difeoveries, if his confcience had accufcd him. They add here, that an 
aftrologer had told him, that that year he fliould fee fomething extraordinary in the 
heavens, he fliould be in guard againft Tome great misfortune that threatened him ; and 
that if he efcaped from it, he fliould be the mod powerful and happy ipan in the whole 
Indies. And that accordingly he did fee this lign, but laughed at it, as thinking him- 
felf in fo high a ftate. 
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CHAP. IX . — The Difcovery of the South-Sea , its Ports and IJlandk is continued. 

IT is a common paffion in thofe who govern, either -to oppofe th| defigns of their 
predeceffors, or at lead; not to execute them by their means, nor by; their creatures, 
that their affiftancc may not lelfen the glory, which they pretend by making themfelv<& 
the authors of the enterprizes. As we have already laid, Pedrarias fucceeded VafCo 
Nunnes de Balboa in the government, juft as he had made the difcovery of the South- 
Sea ; and, though the King had recommended the perlon of NunneS to him, yet he 
could not be brought to grant him leave to follow his difcovery, though the Bilbop of 
Dairen advifed it very eameftly ; but he had refolved to give this good morfel to a 
creature of his, called Captain Gafpar Morales ; to whom he added, as companion, 
Captajn Fr tncifco Pizarro, becaufe of the experience he had,* having been already em- 
ployed in the difcovery. 

They fet out from Dairen, and got to the South-Sea, and embarking there in canoes, 
they came to the Ifle of Pearls, which the Indians called Tarargui. Thefe by this time 
began to endeavour to hinder the Spaniards from fetting in their lands, but they were 
not able to do it, their forces being fo much inferior to thofe of the Caftilians, who, 
paffing from one ill and to another, came at laft to the largeft, where was the king of 
almoft all thofe nations, who took arms againft the Spaniards, having a brave number 
of men, and well chofen ; but they not being ufed to fire-arms, they foon yielded and 
came to compofition : to which they were brought alfo by the fear of a famous dog 
that was in the Chriftian camp, who ufed to fall upon them like a l;on ; and they hav- 
ing never feen an animal of that fort, did flee him as a devil, becaule of the mifehief 
he did amongft them ; for they being naked, he could fallen any where without ‘Banger. 
The Chiapefes, our friends, prcfently interpofed ; and telling the King what dangerous 
enemies the Spaniards were, and of what importance their fBendfhip was, they being 
invincible, he at laft was prevailed upon to grant them peace. They came to his palace, 
which W’i.s very funjptuous, and, as they judged, better than any they had feen yet. 
The King received them with marks of friendfhip $ and, as a token of it, caufed a 
balket of rufhes full of pearls, which weighed five marks, to be given them ; amongft 
which, there was one which had but few fellows in the world, (for it weighed fix and 
twenty carats, and was as big as a ftnall walnut,) and another as big as a mufeat-pear, 
perfeft and oriental, and of a fine colour, weighing ten half fcruples. The firft came 
from hand to hand, till it was in the emprefs’s, who valued it as it deferved, as is told 
by Antonio de Herrera and others. They prefented the King, in return, with the ufual 
prefents of pins and needles, bells, knives, and other baubles of Europe, which the' 
Indians valued much. The Spaniards not being able to forbear laughing, to fee the 
value they put upon them, the King faid to them, “ What do you laugh at?” And 
having heard what ii was, he faid, “ We might more juftly laugh at you, for valuing 
things fo much which are of no uie in life, and for which you pafs fo many feas. 'As 
for thefe knives and hatchets you give us, they are very ufeful inftruments to men.” 
This was not the only return the King had for his pearls ; for he had the precious pearl 
of faith by their means : for growing very fond of thenr, and being by them inftrufted, 
he and all his family received the Chriftian religion, which was the principal ;«kd to 
which the Caftilians directed all their enterprizes. They made a folemn chnftening ; 
and the King, to treat his fpiritual fathers, who had engendered him in the Gofpel, 
carried them to fee the pearl-filhing, which was in this manner : The Indians dived to 
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the bottom, having about their nepks a bag full of (tones, that they might fink the 
falter i and it lerved them for a ballad to keep them fteady while they gathered the 
oyfters, that the! water might not buoy them up. The greateft oyfters are about ten 
fatten deep ; fog when they do not go to feed, they keep as low as they can, and (tick 
fo fell to the rocls, and to one another, that it is very hard to loofen them ; nay, it 
happens fometimls, that while’they fpend too much time in doing it, their breath fails 
them, and they we drowned : but, generally fpeaking, they are not in danger, becaufe, 
as they gather the oyfters, they put them in their bag, and lighten it of the ftones, and 
before their breath fails, they come up again with their fi(h. They open the oyfters, 
and take out the pearls, which ufe to be many if they are fmall, and few if they are 
large. They fay, that among thofe they prefented the Caftilians at this time, were 
feveral of the bignefs of large peafe and hazle-nuts ; with which they returned very 
well pleafed to have made a difcovery of fo rich a treafure, as well as of the rich one 
they had given in exchange to the King and his people, by making thefn Chriftians. 


CHAP. X. — Of the Difcovery of the River of Plata, and the Coq/l of Chile , by the 

Straights of Magellan. 

WE have hitherto gone by the North-Sea to the Terra Firma, and the difcovery of 
the South-Sea, with intent to follow the difeoveries of this new world to its utmoft 
bounds, which is the kingdom of Chile, to which all this narrative is directed . We 
(hall follow' this order by the fame fteps that the firft conquerors went ; but while they 
, are difpofmg all things for this great enterprife, it will not be amifs to leave the 
South-Sea, and follow thofe who endeavoured to difeover the coafts of Chile by the 
North-Sea. The firft we (hall follow is Captain Juan Dias de Solis, who failing from 
Spain the eighth of October 1515, ran along the coafts of Brafil, till he difeovered 
the famouS river of Pfeta, which was fo named, not from any filver that is found near 
it, or on its banks, but from fome plates of that metal which the Indians gave the 
Spaniards ; which filver they had brought from the country about Potofi, with which 
they had communication by the means of the Tucuman Indians, who are the neared, 
to that fide to Peru. Solis entered that mighty river, which, if I am no? miftaken, 
is threefcore or feventy leagues over at itg firft entrance, and is known at fea by its 
frefh* water, at firft ; till being further in, they can fee the mountains and land that 
bound it. *This river is one pf the moft famous in the wo~ld, of fweet and excellent 
water, being obferved to clear the voice and lungs, and is good againft all rheums and 
deductions ; and all the nations of the Paraguay’s, who drink this water, have admi- 
rable voices, fo tunable, that when they ling they appear organs ; and therefore they 
aft all inclined to mufic ; and thofe who come from abroad mend their voices by 
living there. I know one who was born m Chile, and had 1 iturally a good voice, 
whicn he mended extremely by living in Paraguay ; but when he left that country, 
aad came* to Tucuman, he loft his improvement, as he himfelf told me. This river 
has another property, which is, that it petrifies the branches of trees which fell into 
Uv, The governor Heman Darias, born in Paraguay, a gentleman of a fingular talent 
fer jjovernment, had in his houfe a. whole tree all ot (tone which had been taken out 
pfd-his river. Likewife there are formed naturally of the land of this river, certain 
ypfels of various figures, which have the property of cooling water. There are aJfo 
certain cocos de terra, which contain ftones in them, which at a Certain time are^ as* 
t£ were, ripe, and burft. dkovirinv am»+hvfts within thnm • thm burft open (with 
a great noife. 
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There are alfo bred upon its banks moft beautiful birds of feveral kinds ; and in its 
ftreams great variety of fifties, very dainty, and in great quantity. The river is navi- 
gable every where in canoes, but not with the fame canoes, becaufe d? the prodigious 
Fall that is in the midft of it, the whole river precipitating itfelf imo a deep gulph, 
from whence it runs many leagues, till it empties itfelf into the fea.I The noife that 
this fall makes, the foam that it raifes, the whirlpools It caufes, by tie rencounter of 
its waters, is not to be imagined. The land on both fides this riven is very fertile ; 
on the weft fide, which is the Tucuman fide, correfponding to Buenos Ayres, there 
are feveral cities, as St. Jago de Eftero Cordoua, St. Michael la Rioga, and Efteco 
Juzuy and Salta, which border upon Peru : thefe cities are not very populous, becaufe 
they arc in the midft of the land, and far from commerce with both leas ; but they do 
increafe very much, particularly Cordoua, which, amongft other properties, has that 
of producing rare wits in the univerfity governed by the Jefuits, who may match their 
profelfors and fcholars with thofe of any other part, as I myfelf have experienced. 
There are likewile in this diftrict many houfes and families of men of quality and antient 
nobility'. Higher up the river to the weft, are alio the cities of Afl'umption, Santa 
Fee de las Corrientes del Guayta, and others. The city of the Afl'umption is the 
chief, and was peopled by gentlemen that came firft to the Indies, and is fince much 
increafed in people, but not in riches ; becaufe it being fo far within the land, cannot 
have fufficient vent for its commodities, which are chiefly fugar, and preferved fruits ; 
among the reft they are famous for a dried fweet-ineat, called I/adrillos, which are 
flices of cetron, done up in fugar, in the form of a tile ; but the belt fweet-meat 
they have they will give in great abundance for an apple, or any European fruit. In 
all this traft of land there are three governments, which are alfo bilhoprics, to wit, 
Paraguay, Rio de la Plata, and Tucuman. 

Higher yet on the eaft fide are many heathen nations, which have others that 
anfwer them on the weft ; and among thefe are diltributed thofe famous millions which 
our fathers of the fociety of Jefus have founded. 

1 am forry I am infcnfibly engaged in this matter ; and I muft own I have men- 
tioned that which I cannot well explain. 'Phis is not a place for panegyrics, nor does 
the thread of my hiftory admit of fuch large digreflions ; yet I cannot but ftop a little, 
and give Tome confideration to that we may call miracles of grace, which are per- 
formed in thofe defarts, of which I myfelf have been an eye-witnefs, r having lived fome 
time in that holy province, to which I owe all that I am. But who can explain what 
thofe apoftolical men deferve in the fight of God, who feent to have nothmg of man 
but what is neceflary to make their lives more admirable, which they lead like angels 
in human bodies. 

Who would not wonder to fee in thofe mountains and folitudes men ill fed, worfe 
lodged, naked, painful, and in anguilh for the fouls of others, when they might fave 
their own with lefs trouble, enjoying the good morlels and merry days which, without 
fin, and fometimes meritorioully, they might have in their own country among their 
friends, and in. the beft of Europe ? Who can but admire to fee fo many youths 
banifh themfelves, and, renouncing all preferment, refolve to pafs all their lives like 
hermits, for the love of God, and zeal of the falvation of fouls ? Is this a work of 
nature? and can human force arrive to this of itfelf? Let us go out from this confi- 
deration, left it be like a loadftone to draw us in further ; and yet let tnc fly as far as 
I will, I cannot hinder my heart from being with them, and defiring to end my days 
in ttyis employment/ They who defire to fee the fruit of thefe millions of our company, 
the numbers of the gentiles which they have brought from folitudes to live in cities, 
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the great -progress of the faith, and the numbers of martyrs they have confecrated to 
God, let him read the book made of all this by that apoftolical man Antonio Ruiz 
d% Mcmtoya ; aifcl then he will be extremely edified, and admire the work, as well 
as th^’aftthdr. And fo I return to the thread of my hiftory. 

Jdan de Split fceing landed here, found little refinance from the Indians, who are 
neither fo crudrjrar fo warlike as in other parts ; fo he took poffeffion of all that trad, 
in the name of Their Majefties, for the crowps of Caftile and Leon, as was always the 
cuftom of the firft difcoverers. And he for himfelf took poffeflion of thofe feven feet 
of earth which death allows to thofe he feizes, let them be never fo ambitious, though 
while they are alive a whole world will not fuffice them. He lies buried there ; and 
an end was put to his difcoveries. 

Much about the fame time, there were at His Catholic Majefty’s court the, two 
famous captains Ferdinand Magellan and Ruy Falero, offering their perfons, valour, 
and induftry, for to find out, either towards the fouth or weft, an end to America, or 
fome canal or ftraight by which both leas might communicate with each anothe» ; and 
fo the navigation from Europe might be made in the lame Ihips, in which they might 
go round all its coafts. They were treating upon this fubjed ; and the Portugal era-' 
baffador made it his bufinefs to oppofe Magellan, becaufe being fallen out with his 
king about this difeovery, he defireif he might not make it for the crown of Caftile; 
but at laft the king having heard at Sarago^a, in prefence of his council, the reafons 
and grounds that Magellan and Falero went upon, he accepted their fervice, and 
honoured them with the habits of St. Jago ; and having fettled the capitulation with 
them, His Majefty commanded the fquadron to be made ready, and named the cap- 
.tains and officers of it ; and having heard that there was a difpute rifen between Ma- 
gellan and Falero, about who Ihould carry the royal Itandard or flag, and the like, 
he ordered Falero, as ‘hot yet well recovered of a dillemper he lay under, to ftay at 
home, and mind his health ; and, in the mean time, that another fquadron fhould be 
got ready, Tn which Falero Ihould follow. 

The firft fquadron being ready, His Majefty commanded the affiftant of Seville, 
that he fhould deliver the royal ftandard to Magellan in the great church of Santa 
Maria, of Victory of Triana, taking at the fame time from him an oath of fidelity, 
or homage, according to the cuftom of Caftile, that he fhould perform the voyage 
with all fidelity, as # a good and loyal vaffal of His Majefty. The captains took like- 
wife an oath to obey Magellan in all things. He, after many vows, having recom- 
mended himfelf and his voyagfc to our Lord, went on board the fhip called the 
Trinity, and the treafurer general in the T 'ictory (fo famous for being the firft 
that went round the world}. The other fhips were the Conception, St. Jago, and 
St. Anthony. 

They fet fail the tenth of Auguft in the year 1519. They Mok the ifle of Teneriff, 
then made the coaft of Guinea, and arrived at Rio Genneiro ; from whence they 
failed on St. Stephen’s day, and having had a great ftorm, they entered^ into the river 
of Plata : here they flayed eight days ; and then following their voyage, they had 
another terrible tempeft, which carried away their forecaftle, and forced them to cut 
away their poop. They made vows to our Lady of Guadalupe and Monferrat, and 
to St, Jago of Gallicia. It pleafed God to hear them, and they took fhelter in the 
river of St. Julian, but not all ; for one of their fhips was loft : the men got on fhore, 
but enduring fo much by land to port St. Julian by hunger, that they feemed fkeletons 
when they came to their companions. 
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While they were wintering in this river, either idlenefs, or the great fufferings they 
had undergone, and thofe which they feared, made them mutiny againft Ferdinand 
Magellan. There were fome of his mips that revolted ; but he with great boldntfs, 
and no lefs art, made himfelf mafter of them, punilhing fome of thfi guilty, and par- 
doning others ; and for Juan de Carthagena and his companion irf rebellion, he fet 
them alhore when he fet fail, leaving them a good provifion bf br'«ad and wine. It 
was never known whether this was fufficient to fuftain them, till they fhould meet 
with fome of thole giants which had been with the Ihips, and had been treated by Ma- 
gellan, who perhaps received them. 

Magellan feeing the winter over, as he thought, fet fail the feventh of November, 
which is when the fummer begins in thofe parts ; and having by land obferved what 
he could of the Itraight, they puffed with great good fortune in twenty days, and then 
{teering north, they coalted along Chile, which they left fomething at large, as 
having no knowledge of that land, Peru being not yet difcovered. After this, they 
came to the Philippine Iflands, in one of which this molt courageous captain, and 
famous Portuguese, Magellan, died by the hands of the natives, or to fay better, by 
•bis own ralhnels and over-boldnefs. 

Some years after, which was that of 15 34, Simon of Alcazova, a Portugucfe gen- 
tleman of the habit of St. Jago, and gentleman of the chamber of the King, a great 
eofmographer, and one very expert in navigation, having been employed many years 
for the crown of Caltile, made an agreement with the king to difeover and people two 
hundred leagues from the place where Albagro’s government fhould end, which was 
in Chile. He failed from St. Lucar on the 2 1 ft of September 1534, with five good 
fhips, and two hundred and fifty men ; and without feeing land from the Gomera to 
the ftraight of Magellan, only having touched at cape Abre Ojos, and the Rio de 
Gallegos, about twenty-five leagues from the ftraight’s mouth, he entered them on the 
17th of January 1535, having endured fo much thirft, that the cats and dogs were 
come to drink wine, and the people were ready to perifh. They found a great crofs 
ere&ed by Magellan, and the wreck of the fhip which he loft there. There appeared 
about twenty Indians, who gave figns of much joy to fee the Spaniards. They fol- 
lowed their courfe, keeping ftill the right hand, as thefafeft; but yet they had fo 
furious a ftorni, that it carried away half their fails : it blew fo, that they thought the 
fhips would have been carried away through the /air. They took .{belter into a port; 
and becaufe the feafon was lo far advanced, they perfuaded their general Alcazova to 
go out of the ftraights, which he did, and, return to fliv port .of Lions, or of Wolves, 
which was a very good one. 

While they were wintering in thofe parts, they rcfolved to enter further into the 
country, and make difeovery eff thofe riches which the Indians told them were there ; 
fo having celebrated mafs, thpy bleffed the banners, and the captains took a new oath 
of fidelity and obedience ' and with this they fet out about 225 men, having fifty 
arcabufes, feventy cro^s-bows, four charges of powder and ball, which every one car- 
dvHt 'wfui ’i r TTu, which was about twenty-fix pounds weight. Thus they marched 
jabout fourteen leagues ; and there Alcazova, being a heavy man, could go no further, 
Which was his ruin ; he named a lieutenant, againft w hom the men mutinied ; for 
paving gone ninety leagues, and their provifion. failing, they refolved to go back, as 
they did, though they had met with a river full of fifh ; and that their guides told 
Them that a little* further they fhould come to a* great town, where there was a great 
deal of gold ; for the inhabitants wore plates of it in their ears, and upon their arms : 
hut nothing could move them : and as one mifehief feldom comes alone, they refolved 
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to make themfelves mafters of the fhips at their return, and to kill all that fhould 
oppofe them ; and fo they executed it. But God Almighty punifhed than immedi- 
ately ; for as they were going out of port, they loft their admiral ; and then having 
but one fhip, du'ft not venture for Spain, but put in at Hifpaniola, where DoCtor Sa- 
ravia, of the alienee of St. Domingo, chaftized the rnoft guilty. And thus the dif- 
covery of ChnC; for that tirrte, and that way, w as difappointed : for God referved 
that honour for another. 


CHAP. XI. — Of the Difcovery of other Parts of America before that of Chile. 

WHILE the fhips are making ready to go to the difcovery of Peru, it will not be amifs 
to touch upon the difcovery of fome other parts of America by the by, that at leaft 
the order of time, with which the difeoveries preceded each other, may be under- 
flood ; and what we are to fay afterwards about Chile will be made plainer, that 
being our chief defign. * 

It has been faid already, in its proper place, how the Admiral Columbus difeovered 
the Terra Firma, or continent of America, in his fourth voyage from Spain to thl 
Indies, and found the port of Puerto Bello the fecund of November 1502. We have 
alfo laid how Vafco Nunnes de Balboa having founded Sarufta Maria la Antigua of 
Dairen, difeovered the South-Sea, and took poffeflion of it in the month of September 
or October in the year 1513, as alfo that in the year 1515, Juan Dias de Solis difeo- 
vered the river of Plata the firft of all difeoverers. 

Now we will add what is known about the difcovery of other lands ; amongft the 
which, one of the firft was that of Yucatan, which was undertaken by Captain Fran- 
eifeo Hernandes de Cordoua, in the year 1517, and the Adelantado of it is at this day 
Don Chriftoval Soares de Solis, a gentleman of an anfient and noble family in Sala- 
manca. This fame year other Caftilians difeovered the land of Campeche, where, in 
a chapel of the Indians, full of their idols, they found painted erodes, of which they 
were not Id’s aftonifhed than rejoiced, feeing light in darknefs, and the trophies of 
Chrift by the fide of Belial ; which, at laft, by the Spaniards’ arrival in thofe parts, 
were better known to thofe barbarous people. In the year 1518, the Licentiado Efpi- 
nofa, who was named deputy to the governor Pedrarias, founded the city of Panama, 
which is the canaf by which all the treafure of Peru palfes to Spain in the galleons. 
This city has not increafed fo, much as many others of the Indies, becaufe being fitu- 
ated near the equinoctial line, its tempera' me does not agree with thofe born in 
Europe ; but yet there are many conftitutions that do very well there, becaufe of the 
great riches that are eafily acquired there: an.l thofe who feck them, think no air 
bad. There are a great many people of quality : for there is 1 inopric, a royal Au- 
diencia, or court of judicature.; a tribunal of royal officers, ami a chapter of canons, 
feculars and regulars. But that which in my judgement is 1110ft commendable in it, is 
the piety,* mercy, and liberality of its inhabitants. I have this year received advice, 
that by the negligence of a female flave, the greateft part of the city was burnt ; for 
the houfes being of wood, if one take fire, it is hard to flop the flames : there was 
loft in this a great mafs of riches, a great part of the lofs falling on the cathedral ; and 
a little after, there being a gathering made, though this misfortune had concerned 
almoft every body, who for that reafon were lefs in a condition to contribute by way 
of aims, which fome of them wanted, yet they gave above twenty thoufand pieces of 
e^ght, and went on contributing. This was an extraordinary mark of their charity ; 
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but the ordinary ones, in which they conftantly fhow their generofity, are to ftrangers 
and paflengers who pafs from Spain to the Indies, who moft of them 'are at a lofs till 
they meet with fome patron, or friend, or countryman, to aflift them and they wotyUi 
often be reduced to great extremity, if this were not, as it is, a common inn for all 
thofe people ; for in the college of our company alone, though it is Jnot yet founded, 
but lives upon alms, I favv when I was there, a cloth 4 laid at the ptjrters* chambers, 
where every day they provided for, and fed about fifty or fixty paflengers, with bread 
and flefh in abundance. The fame is done by other convents; and the feculars, I 
faw, gave them money and other neceflaries. This, as to the city of Panama, founded 
in the year 1518, in which year the religious friars of St. Dominick and St. Francis 
palled from the ifland of Hifpaniola, and began to found convents in Terra Firma, 
and the pearl coaft ; from whence thefe two holy orders purfued their million through 
all the land, enlightening it with their doftrine and holy examples ; by which they 
have made fuch a progrefs among the Indians, that the prefen t flourifhing of the 
faith is owing to them, to the great faving of the Indian fouls. The year 1519, 
Ferdinand Magellan made the dilcovery of' the coaft of Chile ; and the fame year 
Hernando Cortes went from the point of St.Antonne la Havana to Corocha, which 
IS the firft point of Yutacan cart, to begin the conqueft of the great empire of Mexico ; 
of which, and the noble a&ions of that great man, it is better to be filent than to 
touch upon them only by the by, as we fhould be forced to do ; this being not a 
place to explain the Rate and grandeur of that mighty monarch Montcfuma, who was 
fovereignly obeyed in fo many and fuch great provinces. Who can exprefs in few' 
words all this, and the felicity that accompanied Cortes in all his undertakings, which 
were fuch as they appeared poflible only after they were done, feeming other wife fo 
high and difficult, as to be inaceffible to the extreme!! boldneis ? Indeed, it cannot be 
denied, but that he was aflifted by heaven, whofe inftrument he was in planting the 
Chriftian faith among thofe gentiles, and fhewing fuch reverence to the preachers of it, 
as might ferve the Indians for an example ; a quality which will r al ways give? reputation 
to princes, both before God and men. 

In the year 1528, the king font a colony to the Rio do la Plata, having agreed with 
the merchants of Seville for that purpofe. The city they founded was that of Buenos 
Ayres, which is on the fide of that river, in that part of it where it grows narrow 
from its large entrance at fea; and the river there is not above nine leagues over. In 
the year 1532, Cedro de Heredia of Madrid failed from Spain, anti founded the city 
of Carthagena, which is the firft Scala which the Spanifh galleons ^rAke coming 
from Spain for the Indies, to fetch filver. It was fo called, becaufe its port was like 
that of Carthagena in Spain ; for the old name of the Indians was Calamari. He had 
at firft an engagement with the Indians ; and though they fhowed themfelves very 
brave, yet he beat them, and founded the city, which is at prefent one of the bed of 
the Indies, being walled with ftone, and fo ftrong, that we may name it as an impreg- 
nable fortrefs. 

It is fituatedjn an ifland, divided from the continent by a fmall arm of the fea, 
which ebbs and flows, and comes to the bog of Canapote : there is a bridge or caufe- 
way there, that goes to the Terra Firma. The port is very fafe, and good fhips go 
into it by two mouths or entrances, a greater and a lefs ; the great is fandy ; and the 
year that I was there, they told me that it wasalmo’ft fliut up by the fand which a river 
calls up againft it ; and now they write me word, that it is quite filled up, lb that there 
is no going in but ’by the leffer entrance, which makes it fo much the ftronger, and 
it is defended by a good caftlc ; befides which the city is well garnilhed with artillery, 
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fo as not to f*ar an invafion. The plot of the city is very beautiful, all the (treats 
being handfomely difpofed, the houfes of free ftone, high and noble; fo are the 
•Churches and convents, particularly that of the Jefuits, which makes a beautiful profpeft 
to the fea. Here is a cuftom-houfe for the king, and a houfe called of the Rigimiento, 
with other pub’ic buildings;, it is very populous, and of a great trade, by reafon of 
the coming of die galleons ; and from them they have wine and oil ; corn they have 
in their own territory : there relides a bifhop, and there is a tribunal of the Holy Inqui- 
fition. The governor hath both the civil and military command : it increafes every 
day in riches, being fo fituated, that it fhares all the riches of Peru, Mexico, and 
Spain. 

In the year 1 540, Captain Francifco de Orellana difcovered the great river of the 
Amazones, which is called alio Orellana, and by a common millake Maragnon ; and 
went from it to Spain, where, upon the relation he gave of its greatnefs, the Emperor 
Charles V. ordered him three Ihips, with people, and all things necefiary to make a 
fcttlemcnt. But this had no efleci, becaufe having loll half his men at the *Canaries 
and Cape Vert, he was too weak when he got thither ; yet he attempted to go up the 
river in two large boats, to which his fleet was reduced ; but finding his wants of evety 
thing, he came out again, and went by the coafl: of Caracos to the Margarita, where 
he and his people are faid to have died. About twenty years after, the viceroy of 
Peru fent a good fleet under Pedro de Orfua : but this mifcarried alfo, becaufe he 
was killed treacheroufly by Lopes de Aguirre, who rebelled with the fleet ; but having 
milled the entrance of the river, he landed on the continent, near the ifland of Trini- 
dado, where he was executed by order from court. Some years after this the fergeant- 
general, Vincente de los Reyes Villalobos, Alonzo de Miranda, and the general Jo- 
feph de Villa Mayor. Maldonado, undertook the fame defign, but with the fame for- 
tune, death taking them away ; fo that they gave over at that time all attemps on Peru 
and Quitp fide. But Hill the fame of this river continuing, Benito Maciel, general of 
Paria. and fined th..f governor of Maragnon, and Francifco Coello de Caravallo, go- 
vernor likewife of Maragnon and Paria, attempted its difeovery up the river ; and 
though they were backed by the king’s royal commands, yet there were many crofs 
accidents as to hinder the execution of their enterprize. , * 

The fathers of our company of Jefus attempted likewife this difeovery, by the motive 
offaving fo many fouls; but beginning ■With a nation called the Cofanes, their pro- 
grefs was flopped by the crupl death given to Father Raphael Fernandes, who was 
preaching the faith to them.' Thirty years after, which was 1537, fume friars of the 
order of St. Francis, moved by the zeal 01 amplifying the glory of the gofpel, and 
by order of their luperiors, went from Quito, in company of Captain Juan de Palacios, 
jyid fome foldiers: they began to fail down this aver, and < m to the Encabellados, 
or people with long hair ; but not finding the harvelf ready, they returned to Quito, 
except only two of their lay-brethren, which were Domingo de Brieva, and Friar An- 
dres de Toledo, who with fix lbldiera more failed down as far as the city of Paria, a 
fettlement of the Portugucfe, about forty leagues from the fea. They paffed by the 
city of St. I.uis do Maragnon, where the governor Jacomo Reymondo de Morenna, by 
the information he had from thefe friars, caufed feven and forty canoes to be got ready, 
and embarked upon them feventy* Spaniards, with 1 200 Indians, fome of war, and 
fome to help to row, under the command of Captain Pedro Texeira, who, having fpent 
a whole year in his voyage, came at laft to the city of Quito, hiving difcovered and 
navigated the whole river of the Amazones, from its entrance into the fea to its fource 
or rite. 
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•The viceroy of Peru, who at that time was the Count de#Chinchon, being informed 
of this voyage of Captain Pedro Texeira, refolved to fend two perfons back withjfrim 
for the crown of Caftile, who might give a perfect relation of the difcovery. ^ 

At this time the city of Quito was governed by Don Juan Vafques de Acunna, as 
corregidor for His Majefty over both Spaniards and Indians, and wfco at prefect is 
corregidor of Potofi, who very zealoufly offered his perfon for one, \jnd his fortune 
to Ttiife people at his own charges, and provide them with all neceflaries; but the 
*oyal Audientia, confidering how much he would be wanted in his office, where his 
prudence, experience and zeal, had fhowed themfelves, refufed to let him go, and 
chofe a brother of his, that they might not totally deprive his illuftrious family of that 
glory. This brother was a father of our company of Jefus, and named Father Chrift- 
dval de Acunna, who was reftor of the college of Cuenca, and gave him for compa- 
nion Father Andres de Arrieda of the fame company, who was profeflor of divinity in 
the fame college. 

They-fet out from Quito in the year 1539, and having navigated the whole river, 
vghich, according to their account, is thirteen hundred and fifty-fix leagues long 
(though Orellana makes it eighteen hundred leagues), obferved exactly the rife of this 
great river, its fituation, its courfe, latitude, and depth, the illands it makes, the 
arms into which it is divided, the rivers it receives, the riches, quantities, temperature, 
and climate of its fhores, the cuftoms and manners of that multitude of people that 
inhabit it, and particularly of thofe famous Amazonas. All which may be feen in a 
treatife made of it by Father Chriftoval de Acunna, printed in ^Madrid ; and it is a 
relation that deferves credit, he being an eye-witnel's, and having examined various 
nations as he went. 

Thefe informations were well received in Madrid ; but the revolutions which fuc- 
Ceeded in thofe kingdoms hindered all further progrefs, and prevented thofe holy 
defigns for the converfion of that great part of America. There are infinite numbers 
of Indians that inhabit the illands, and other parts of this river.' It is laid they have 
one fettlement, that is a town, above a league in length. And now, omitting many 
other conqji^ts, made much about the fame time in the illands and coafts of the 
North-Sea, and that which was made in the South-Sea by Xil Gonjales de Avila, in 
the land of Nicaragua, in the year 1522, let us attend (for it is high time) to the dif- 
covery of Peru, of which we lhall treat more at large, becaufe it h‘as a connexion to 
that of Chile. 


CHAP. XII. — The Difcovery cf Peru is given to Don Franc ifeo Pizarro, and Don Diego 
d ’ Almagro , and Hernando Loque ; and how much they endured in it. 

Till, captains Don Francifco Pizarro, and Don Diego Almagro, in company with 
the fcholaflic of the cathedral church of Dairen, called Hernando de Loquc^ came to 
the governor Pedrarias, apd delxred of him, as friends, the favour of being employed 
m-fhe. difcovery - &oes 10- hefts of thofe coafts which run fouth from Panama, where lies 
the powerful kingdom tfl^Jferu, of which at that time there was little light ; and for 
this they propofed their rea&ps ; among which, that which was of lealt value, they 
relied moft upon, and that was^thpir experience they had attained under their general 
Vafco Nunnes de Balboa. They met with little difficulty with the governor ; for fo 
long as they did not delire any affiftance of the King’s treafure, but ventured their own 
and their lives, they eafily obtained leave to undertake what they would. They pre- 
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fently bought one of theihjps which Balboa had built for that defign ; and having 
together threefcore men, dna four horfes, (for at that time horfes were a great rarity^ 
Hernando de Loque faid mafs ; and when he came to confecration, he divided the 
Hoftia, or facrament .of the body of Chrift, into three parts, of which he took one, 
and gave the other two to his Jwo companions, offering themfelves to God, with inten- 
tion to propagatyf-among thofe people his glorious name, and plant the Chriftian fairfi 
amongft them by the predication of the Gofpel. Thofe who were prefent fhed tears 
out of devotion, and at the fame time pitied thefe undertakers, looking upon their, 
enterprize as a mad one. 

About the middle of November 1524, Don Francifco Pizarro having left Don Diego 
Almagro behind him, to get more people together, failed from Panama to the Ille of 
Pearls, to the port of Pinnas, (the laft difcovered by Balboa, and after him by Pafqual 
de Andagoya,) and went up the river of the Cacique Biru, or Biruquete, to the coun- 
try of Chocama, where he flopped to wait for his companion Almagro. The hard- 
fhips that the Caflilians endured of hunger and other inconveniences are not eafiJy to be 
told : twenty died ftarved, and the reft were fick, having no other fuflenance than the 
bitter Palmetos ; yet Captain Pizarro, without fhewing the leaf! weaknefs, took care df 
them all with great affe&ion, which made them all love him. At that time Don Diego 
d’Almagro, his companion in the undertaking, caine to him : he was received like an 
angel, for the relief he brought : he had loft one of his eyes by the fhot of an arrow, 
in a rencounter he had with the Indians. They both together purfued their conqueft ; 
but provifion failing them once more, and their foldiers bein^ almoft naked, and fo per- 
fected with mofquitoes, which are infinite there, that they could not live, they began 
jto talk of returning to Panama, to which Pizarro himfelf was well enough inclined ; but 
Almagro exhorted them rather to die than lofe patience, offering to return to Panama 
for new fuccour, while he Ihould leave his companion in the ifland of Gallo. 

The effett that this had, was, that he found the government altered in Panama, and 
Pedrarias fucceeded by Pedro de los Rios, who hearing of the miferable condition of 
thofe Caflilians, would not fuffer Almagro to return to them, being defirous they Ihould 
give over the enterprize as impracticable. He fent for this end a gentleman of Cordo ua, 
called Juan Tafur, a man of excellent parts, equal to his noble defeent, \Wth a com- 
miflion to bring thofe people back, that they might not all perifh. He came, and fig- 
nified his order to Pizarro, at which he was out of all patience, feeing it would be the 
ruin of his pijojed. Tafur feeing this, took a prudent medium, which was, that he 
Ihould draw a line between him and Pizarro, who Ihould be at the head of his men : 
and Tafur told them, that all thofe who refoh ed to return to Panama, Ihould pafs the 
line, and come on his fide. Having faid this, they began to pafs the line, all to thirteen 
and a Mulatto, who faid they would die with Pizarro : and fo Taf”t returned with all 
the teft to Panama. 

Captain Francis Pizarro remained with his thirteen companions in an ifland, which, 
for the greater proof of his courage and conftancy, happened to be the G.orgona, which 
is a piClure of hell for the clofenel's of its woods, the afperity of its mountains, the 
infinity of its mofquitoes : the fun is fcarcelv ever feen in it for the continual rains 
that fall. 

When Tafur came to Panama, and»his two friends Almagro and Loque found that 
Pizarro ftaid behind with fo few companions, it is not credible how much affliction they 
Ihewed : they folicited the prefident, lhat at leaft another veffel might? be fent to bring 
them away, in cafe they found them alive; and after many difficulties, at laft a fhip 
was ordered after them, but upon condition to be back at Panama in fix months : the 
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fliip failed, and came to the place where Pizarro and his cqppanions were left. Who 
can exprefs the joy and furprize of thofe poor abandoned wretches, when they defhSed 
at a diftance the fails of the fhip ? At firft they could not believe their own eyes ; for 
the defire and longing for a thing makes it appear lefs probable to come to pafs : : but 
at laft it arrived ; and Pizarro feeing hiinfelf mailer of a good veffel, could not forbear 
attempting fome difcovery. * . 

They failed as far as the country of Tumbefe, which is very rich ; tnough the Tum- 
befe Indians faid, that their riches were nothing in companion of what they might fee 
farther. The lord of that country having heard of the arrival of the Caltilians, he 
fent prefently to vilit them at their fliip, with twelve bafkets of provifions, and, among 
the reft, a fheep of that country, which was prefented to them by the virgins of the 
temple, as to men who feemed del’cended from heaven, and fent by God for fome "great 
thing. The arnbaffadors came ; and wondering to fee the fliip with white men who had 
beards, they alked them, Who they were ? whence they came ? and what they pre- 
tended £ They anfwered them, that they were Caltilians, valfals of a powerful mo- 
narch, who, though fo great, had yet a greater over him, whom he owned, with all 
other kings, and who is in heaven, and is called Jcfus Chrilt, in whofe name they came 
to undeceive them of their errors in worlhipping gods of ftone and wood, there being 
but one God, Creator of all things, whom we all ought to worlhip. They explained 
to them, that there was a heaven and hell, the immortality of the foul,* and the other 
myfteries of our faith. 

The Indians flood ftaring^and gaping, hearing this do&rine, which had never been 
heard of before in their country ; for they believed, that there was no other king 
in the world but their King Guayanacapa, nor other gods but their idols. Among all. 
the things they admired, there were two chiefly : the one was a negro ; for they never 
had feen one, and did believe that his colour was fotne llrong dye ; for which realon, 
they bellowed much pains in walhing his face to get it oil ; but when they faw that he 
was rather blacker, and that he fhewed at the fame time w hite ti eth, for h£ could not 
hold laughing to fee their fimplicity, they fell a laughing too, and could not but admire 
fuch a fort or men. The other thing was the crowing of a cock, w'hich the captain fent 
them witfff hen of Caftilc : every time he crowed, they alked what he faid? for they 
thought his voice articulate, like the human voice ; which is an argument that they had 
not that kind of fowl : and Garcilaflo de la Vega is of that opinion, anfwering the 
objeftion of the Indian name they give a hen, that is, Atagualpa, which, he fays, was 
a name given by the Indians after the coming of the Spaniards. The Spaniards having 
refrefhed themfelves well on fhore, began to defire of Pizarro to return to Panama, and 
gather a greater force, that which he then had being very difproportioned to his under- 
taking : he yielded to their perfuafions, having, for this time, made difcovery only as 
far as a place called Santa, which is very near the equinoftial line ; and having had a 
more certain account of Cufco, its riches, and the mighty empire it was head of. So 
taking with hijn fome Indians, and fome patterns of the gold, as a teflimony of the 
difcovery, he returned to Panama. 


CHAP, XIII. — Captain Francifco Pizarro return* to Panama , goes from thence to Spain , 

and purfues his Conqucjt. 

PIZARRO being come to Panama, went with his two companions to the Governor 
Don Pedro de ios Rios, to reprefent to him their reafons for continuing their difcovery, 

upon 
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upon account of the riches of the country, as well as the planting the faith in the capital 
of io great a moiiarch, and fo in all its dominions : but the governor would not agree to 
it ; and fo they refolved that Pizarro Ihould go to Spain, to propofe it to the King him- 
felf. He undertook the voyage ; and, to give more credit to what he fhould fay, he 
took along with him feveral things proper to the country he had difcovered, as pieces of 
gold and filver, fome of thofe fheep we have mentioned, and fome of the Indians 
themfelves clothed after the manner of their country. Tile King was much pleafed 
with them ; and Pizarro, in his firil audience, began to propofe the intent of his dif- 
■* covery, the great hardfhips he had endured, he and his companions going naked, and 
almolt llarved, expofed to the mofquitoes and poiloned arrows of the Indians j and all 
this, .having fpent three years in this fort of life, for the incrcafe of the Gofpel and His 
Majeity’s royal dominions. His Majefty heard him with much attention and goodnefs, 
fhewing great companion for his fufterings, and ordered a gratification for himl'elf, and 
his two companions, as all'o the thirteen who would not forfake him : he received all 
his memorials, and ordered them to be difpatchcd to his mind, having firil made an 
agreement with him proportionably to his great merits. They did not believe in Spain 
(and that is an old difeafe every where) all that Pizarro faid of the riches of Peru, and 
of the palaces and houfcs of ilone which he had feen, till he Ihewed them the pieces 
ol gold and filver which he had brought with him ; and then the fame of that land 
began to Ipread itfclf, and with it the covetoufnefs of fliaring thofe treafurcs, every one 
blaming the governor of Panama for not having given the neceflary affiflance to the 
difcovery. 

Pizarro being difpatched with the title of Adelantado of the firil two hundred leagues 
' he ihould conquer, having alfo a new coat of arms, and other privileges granted to 
him ; and taking with him four flout brothers that he had, he embarked for the Indies 
with one hundred and twenty-five Caftilians more. He left Sanlucar in January 1530, 
and arrived at Puerto Bello, where he was received with great joy by his .companions 
and friends, who weie all pleafed with the favours the King had bellowed upon them 
by his means : only Don Diego de Almagro was not fo well pleafed that Pizarro had 
made a better bargain for himfelf than for him, his partner in all the undertaking $ he 
made his complaint to him, and refolved to part company, and difcover »nd conquer 
by himfelf : but being allured, that as foon as the firlt two hundred leagues ihould be 
conquered, he woflld ufe his intereft to have him made Adelantado of two hundred 
more before any of his brothers ; and fo fullering himfelf to be perfuaded, they agreed 
anew, and fell to preparing every thing lor their enterprize. He remained at Panama ; 
and the Adelantado, with his brothers, went from thence with a good crew of men, 
being to be followed by Almagro, as before. To make lhort about the things performed 
by this great conqueror, the great riches he got, and among f V; red an emerald as big 
as an egg, which was prefented to him, we will fuppole him at .he illand of Pura in 
war with the Tombezinos ; ami there he came to a clearer information of the riches of, 
Cufco, and the ftatc in which that monarchy was at prcfcnt : and bccaufe he had received 
a fpccial command, and was himlell inclined to propagate our facred ‘religion, as the 
bell means of furthering his own dclign, the firil thing he did, in landing upon the 
continent of Peru, was to build a church to God, to give a beginning to the fpiritual 
conquell of fouls, iiis firil l'ettlement was at Pura, where was built the firil church 
that was ever erefted in thofe kingdoms. "While he was employed in this, he fent out 
to difcover more lands, to know more of the Hate of the country. There he learnt 
the divifion that was between the two brothers Guafcar and Atagualpa, which was • 
occafioned by the death of their father Guayanacapa, who was a moll powerful mo- 
narch. 
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narch, and among other fons had thefe two, .which were now in war, and fome pf his 
fubje&s followed the one, and fome the other. Guafcar was the lawful heir, but not 
fo brave and warlike as Atagualpa, who, though a baftard, yet becaufe he had followed 
his father in his wars from a child, drew to himfelf a great part of the kingdom, with 
which he made war upon his brother, with hopes to prevail. 

The Adelantado Don Francifco Pizarro refolved to have an interview with Atagualpa, 
who was the neareft to the place where he was. So putting his truft in God, he fet out 
with his fmall army, more to be valued for its bravery than its number, which neverthe- 
lefs was feared and refpedted in its march. He came near the place where Atagualpa* 
had his camp, which was near fifty thoufand men, and fent him his ambafladors on 
horfeback, which was a new thing in that country, to give him advice of his arrival, 
and the reafon of it, which was, to perfuade His Majefty, and his vafl'als, to give obe- 
dience to the true King of Glory, from whom is derived all the power and command 
that princes have on earth. Atagualpa received the ambafladors in a ftately tent, fhew- 
ing in all his behaviour a fovereign majefty ; and though his courtiers were in great 
admiration of the horfes, which they had never feen, yet he kept his countenance, and 
concealed the effects fuch a novelty might have over him. He looked upon them with 
fome plealure, and not as on a ftrange thing he had never feen ; for the horfes begin- 
ning to corvet, fome of his Indians run away, whom he prefently caufed to be put to 
death, for having Ihewed cowardice in his royal prefence. He anfwered the ambafla- 
dors courteoufly, (hewing the pleafure he fliould have to fee and hear their general ; and 
fet a day for it, telling them, that they fliould not be dilturbed, nor afraid to find him 
and his people in arms, for it was his cultom to ufe them to it. 

The day came ; and Atagualpa marching in order with his army to the place where 
the Spaniards were drawn up, he difeovered to his captains the mind he had to make 
an end with thofe ftrangers, who had been fo bold as to enter into his country, and 
come fo near him without having any rclpeci to his royal power ; but he ordered them 
not to kill them, but to take them alive, becaufe he would ufe them as his Slaves ; and 
as for the dogs and horfes, he refolved to offer them in facrifice to his gods. * The 
Caftilians, who were not totally ignorant of this fall'e appearance of peace and friend- 
fhip, though they were fo few that the Indians were four hundred to one, yet they did 
not lofe courage ; but with confidence in God expeCled the encounter, taking their 
ports, and preparing every thing for it, though fecretly, that they might not be thought 
the aggreffors. Therefore he drawing near, the Adelantado ftaid for him with only 
fifteen men, the reft being retired and hid, and fent lurii an embafly by a friar, who 
carried the Gofpel, and told him, “ That in thofe books were contained the faith, by 
which he and his people might be faved, and they brought it him from God 
Almighty.” 

The King heard the friar, and took the mafs-book out of his hands, looking earneftly 
upon it ; but not knowing how to read it, and taking it all for a jeft and a fiftion, he - 
threw the book ,up into the air, making a fign at the lame time to his people to fall on ; 
which they did ; and then the Adelantado lifting up a handkerchief, which was the 
fignal to our men, they played upon them with their mufkets on 9ne hand, and the 
dogs and horfemen attacked them on the other, fo that the victory foon appeared for the 
Caftilians ; God Almighty having refolved to deftroy that monarchy of the Ingas, and 
to remove that obftacle to the propagating of the faith, and to put that, land into hands 
that /hould increafd it, as Their Catholic Majefties have done. They took the King 
Atagualpa prifoner ; but treated him with all refpedt dne to his royal perfon, as the hirto- 
rians relate more at large. While this happened, which was on a Friday, a day dedicated 
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to the crofs, in the month of May in the year 1533, the army which Atagualpa had fent 
againft his brother Guafcar, near Cufco, overcame him and took him prifoner, and 
were bringing him to Atagualpa, without knowing any thing of what had happened 
between him and the Caftilians ; but on the way Guafcar learned that his enemy was a 
prifoner too ; and Atagualpa jvas at the fame time informed of the victory he had 
obtained ; he hearing if, Ihook his head, and cried, “ O fortune ! what is this, that I 
am this day a conqueror, and conquered ?” Guafcar moderated his grief with the news 
of his enemy’s misfortune, thinking that the Caltilians would revenge him on the 
tyrant, who pretended to take from him his lawful inheritance. 

Atagualpa, though a prifoner, began to make reflections in this manner : If I caufe 
my brother to be put to death, how do I know how the Caltilians will take it ? and 
whether they will not put me to death for this, and remain lords of the land ? If I 
let him come on, and he fpcaks with them, the juftice of his caufe will fpeak for him, 
and I inuft perilh ; for I cannot expeCt mercy from any. What remedy ? He found 
it cunningly, as he thought : he feigned a great fadnefs, with a defign that the Piiarros, 
who vifited him every day, Ihould alk him whar was the matter. They did accordingly j 
and, feeing him fo afflifted, dciircd to know the caufe of that extraordinary grief. He 
anfwered deceitfully, that having received the news that his generals had put to death 
his brother Guafcar, it gave him an exceeding grief, of which he was not to be com- 
forted ; becaule, though they were enemies, yet he was his brother ; and he could not 
but be much concerned at his death. All this was feigned, to fee how the Spaniards 
would take it ; and finding they did not feem offended at the tiling, he fent orders 
immediately to his generals, who were coming on with his brother, that they Ihould 
put him to death prefeutly by the way ; which they did, by drowning of him in a river, 
which among!! them is -an infamous death. His cries to Heaven to revenge his unjuft 
death, were ufelefs at that time. 

But let no.man give it to another to fave his own life ; for there is not a Ihorter, 
nor a more certain way for him to lofe it : let him not ftrive by politick maxims, which 
an unjuft and ambitious paflion fuggefts : for though that may be an appearance of 
liability, yet divine juftice breaks through it all like cobwebs, and at length leaves no 
crime without its challifement. Atagualpa proved himfelf a great example of this truth, 
all his artifices ferving only to afford his enemies a pretext to take away his life. He 
had promifed to jfill the room where they kept him prifoner, which was a very large 
one, with gold and filver, befidcs*ten thoufand bars of gold, and fome heaps of jewels, 
as an earneft, for his ranfom. And though this was accepted ; and that he performed 
it according to his promife, yet he did not obtain what he pretended ; for, inftead of his 
liberty, they pronounced to him a fentence of ’oath, which he juftly deferved for 
having put his brother to it, and tyrannized over that which was none of his own ; 
and becaufe of the advice the Spaniards had every day of the army that was gathering 
together, which if it were true, and Atagualpa at liberty at the head of them, 
there would. have been good reafon to fear, from his fubtilty, great -and irreme- 
diable inconveniences, which they thought they could no ways avoid fo well as bv 
taking his life, though with fome hopes of his exchanging it for a better and eternal 
one, if it be true that before he died he was inftruefed, and received baptifm, as fome 
fay he did. • r 

About this time, which was in the year 1533, Don Diego d’Almagro being made 
marfhal, came from Panama to Tombez with a good body of men and arms; and 
from thence he went on to help his good friend, the AdelantadoPizarro, in his con- 
quells, not letting his men do any injury to his Indians as he went. There were a 
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hundred thoufand pieces of eight given them upon their arrival ; for though 'they were 
not at the battle, yet their prefence confirmed the vi&ory, and helped to keep 
Atagualpa prifoner. The remainder of the treafure, which was above a million, was 
divided among Pizarro’s men ; and they being few, were all made rich, and in a 
condition to make difcoveries of their own. The Adelantado fent his brother Hernando 
Pizarro to Caftile, with the news of this happy progrefs of their difcoveries, and of the 
propagating the Chriftian faith in the converfion of the Indians ; and he alfo carried 
with him the claim of Don Diego d’ Almagro to two hundred leagues of land beyond 
his brother’s, of which he \^s likewife to be Adelantado. All this he negotiated very 
much to the content of al* and in the year 1 534, there was granted, in Toledo, to 
Don Diego d’Almagro the government of that which they called the new kingdom of 
Toledo, which began at a place called Las Chinchas, where the territory of Pizarro 
ended, and extended itfelf to the Straights of Magellan. 


CHAP. XIV. — The News of the Government of Don Diego d’ Almagro is brought to him ; 
and he goes upon the Difcovery of that of Chile. 

DON Francifco Pizarro had given conimiflion to Don Diego d’Almagro, to take 
poffeffion of Cufco, when the news came of the government of two hundred leagues 
given him by HisMajefty, to begin from the Chinchas. This caufed great difturbance; 
for it was believed that Cufco would fall into this divifion ; and the friends of Don Fran- 
cifco Pizarro, judging this of great prejudice to Pizarro, that the marfhal, even by his 
commillion, ljiould find himfelf in poffeflion of Cufco, they advifed him immediately to 
revoke the powers he had given, which he did ; and this was the firft caufe of the 
difturbance in Peru, which made afterwards fo great a noife, and for which they both 
loft their lives. But I being to write the hiftory of Chile, and not of Pej u, ftiall leave 
the reader to thofe hiftorians who treat of it at large. This news being known in 
Truxillo, one Diego d* Aguero fet out to carry it to Almagro, who was upon his march 
to take^poffeflion of Cufco. He overtook him at the bridge of Acambay ; and he 
having received it with great moderation, fhewed himfelf above the greatnefs of his 
fortune, and gave him as an Albricias, or prefent for his gepd news, feven thoufand 
Caftilians, which are near twenty thoufand ducats ; and by this news he was moved to 
change his defign of conquering a people called the Chirigumnaes, and* treated of that 
of Chile ; for he fuppofed it would fall into the government he was to have, and (as 
Herrera fays) moved by the informations he had of the great riches of Chile. 

To prepare himfelf for this enterprize, which was like to be very chargeable, 
he caufed a great deal of filver to be melted in Cufco, to draw oti't the King’s fifths. 
Amongft other things, there was a man’s burden of gold rings to be melted down j 
and one Juan de Lepe being by, and taking a fancy for one of them, begged it of Mar- 
fhal Almagro, who fhewed himfelf fo much a gentleman, and lo liberal, that he faid 
prefently, that he Ihould not only take that ring, but that he Ihould open both his 
hands, and take as many as could lie in them ; and hearing he was married, he 
ordered him befides four hundred crowns as a prefent for his wife. He' fhewed 
another piece of liberality to one Bartholomew Peres, for having prefented him with 
a fhield, which, was to order him likewife four hundred pieces of eight, and a filver pot 
weighing forty marks of filver, and had for handles two lions of gold, which weighed 
three hundred and forty pieces of eight ; and to one Montenegro, who , prefented him 
with the firft Spaniih cat that ever came to the Indies, he ordered fix hundred pieces 
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of eight. These are a great many ftories more of his liberality and charity too, he 
being very generous and noble minded. Having difpofed all for his enterprize of 
Chile, he caufed proclamation to be made, that all thofe who had not fome particular 
employment to ftay them at Cufco, fhould make themfelves ready to go along with him. 
They were all overjoyed at this, he being extremely beloved for his liberality and 
courtefy ; and that they might furnilh themfelves with arms and horfes, he caufed 
one hundred and eighty load of filver to be brought out of his houfe, (in thofe 
days a load of filver was as much as a man could carry, _) and twenty more of 
gold : this he di fir United among them all. Thofe whojyere willing, gave him bonds 
’to pay him out of what they fhould conquer in theWand they were to difcover ; 
for this was the way of thefe conquerors in gaining to His Majefty this new 
world, having no other pay but what they could purchafe. 

The Inga Mango, who was brother to Guafcar and Atagualpa, had fucceeded them 
in the government, as the fon of Guayanacapa, who had alfo many others. This Inga had 
taken a great kindnefs for Marfhal Almago ; fo he gave him, as a companion in nis en- 
terprize, a brother of his, called the Inga Paullo Topo, and the high-prieft Villacumu ; the 
Spaniards call him Villaoma, or Vilehonia, that they might by their authority not only 
keep all his vaflals from falling upon them in the way, but rather fhould receive him, 
and make hint prefents. The marfhal defired thefe two perfons to go before, in 
company w'ith throe Caflilians, and make a fettlement or habitation at the end of 
two hundred leagues. The other people, and Juan de Savedra, went by another way; 
and when they had gone one hundred and thirty leagues from Cufco, they founded the 
town of Paria. Here the marfhal overtook them ; and he was likewife affined of the 
• title of Adelantado granted him by His Majefty, w'ith the government of the new 
kingdom of Toledo, which was to begin from the borders of New Caftile ; for fo they 
called Pizarro’s government. His friends advifed him to return immediately, wherever 
this exprefs, overtook him, becaufe there was one come to the city of Los Reyes, with 
a commiffion from tlie king to regulate limits of both governments to each of the 
Adelantadoes : but Almagro was fo poflefled with the ambition of conquering fo great 
and rich a kingdom as that of Chile, that he did not value the land he had <iifcovered, 
in companion of what he was to difcover, out of which he defigned to reward his 
friends, and the many gentlemen that accompanied him ; fo he purfued his journey; 
where it will not lx* amils to leave him engaged with the fnows, and ill paflages of the 
Cordillera, while we give a vi/it to the great city of Lima, called otherwife De los 
Rey es, becaufe it being the head of thofe kngdoms, we cannot well pafs it by. 

This city was founded by the Adelantado Don Francifco Pizarro in the year 1555, 
in a very pleal^nt plain, about two leagues from die fea, upon a fine quiet river ; which 
being derived by drains and cuts all over the plain, fertilize it lo opioufly, that it is all 
covered with feveral forts of products, as vineyards, fugar-works, flax, garden pro- 
duft, and other delightful plants : and if there be any thing they want from abroad, 
% is brought them fo pun&ually, that all their markets are fupplied with all manner of 
delicacies that can be wifhed for. 

For this and many other delights of this city, it happens -to moll people who live 
there, that they cannot endure to think of leaving it for any other place ; fo that it 
feems an inchanted place, where the entrance is cafy, and the getting out difficult. 
I myfelf heard the Spawilh merchant^, who, the year I was there, hgd fold their goods 
themfelves at Lima, whereas they uied to fell them at Puerto Bello, fo enamoured of it, 
though they ftaid but a little while there, that during our whole navigation they could 
talk of nothing elfe ; and to fay truth, it deferves their praifes ; for though it cannot 
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be denied, that ioine cities I have feen in Europe do out-do it in fome ■ uungoj j \*l «vn 
come near it, take it altogether : and, firflt, for riches, it is the fountain from wh&ce 
all the reft of the world drinks ; its tjravery in cloaths, and magnificency of the 
court, out-does all others : it is extraordinarily populous ; for a father of our com- 
pany, who had the care of catechifing the Negroes, tojd me, they were at ieaft fixty 
thoufand, and more, that came to confefilon. They have fumptuous buildings, though 
outwardly they make no /hew, having no tiles; for it never rains all the year round : 
all the furniture, as pictures, beds, See. are mighty rich. There are great numbers of 
coaches, and- abundance of flgitry ; all the inhabitants very rich, merchants of great 
Hocks, tradesmen and handuMftfmen of all profeilions. But that which is to me moft 
confiderablc, is, what belongs to the worfhip of God, and cult of religion ; for the 
cathedral church, and all the parifh churches are very fumptuous, and provided of 
admirable learned men, which come out of that univerfity ; of which thofe of the 
country are not the Ieaft to be valued, having furnifhed l'o many preachers and other 
fubjetts for all other dignities, even to the highelt government. What fhall I fay of 
the orders of friars and nuns ? I fcarce know one order that has not two or three con- 
vents in the city, beautiful cloifters, great buildings, and yet greater churches ; fome 
after the old fafhion ; all with burniihed gold from top to bottom, as are thofe of 
St.Auguftin, and St.Dominick : others after the modern way, with curious well- 
wrought ceilings ; as is that of the Jefuits, and of our lady of Mercedes, which 
are of a very fine architecture. There are eight nunneries, fome of which have above 
two hundred nuns in them. There are betides many oratories, confraternities, 
hofpitals, and congregations. In our convent alone of the Jefuits, I remember there 
were eight foundations of feveral kinds, and for people of as many different ranks 4 
and efiates in the world. The great congregation has few in the world equal to 
it : the chapel of it is very large, anti of a very rich material, covered with filk 
and gold, and rare pictures, with other rich ornaments belonging to it. # 'There is 
here great frequentation of the facraments by monthly communions : the body ol 
Chrift is expofed, and the church fo adorned with mufick and fweet iinells, that it is 
a paradifegupon earth. And among/t other pieces of devotion performed by this con- 
gregation, there is a great entertainment or treat given once a year at an hofpital, 
which is fo magnificent, that it is worth feeing : the fame is done in proportion by 
the other congregations. % 

This city is the feat of a viceroy, who indeed is a king in greatnefs and authority, 
difpofing of a vaft number of places, commands, and polls of honour and profit. There 
is likewile a rich archbifhoprick of great authority; three courts, or royal audiencias; 
a merchant court, which decides all matters of trade ; a famous univgrfity, in which 
are profeffbrs very learned in their profeilions ; three colleges or fchools for youth, 
under the care of the fathers of our company of Joins, in which are about one 
hundred and thirty profeffbrs or mailers ; there are every day new foundations for 
orphans, widows, and to retire women from lewdnefs: there is the famous, hofpital of^ 
St. Andrew for the Spaniards ; and St. Anne for the Indians; all which would require 
a relation by themfelves. 

This is what l could not avoid faying about this great capital of Peru ; and if it 
continues increafing as it has done for this firft age, it will not have its fellow in the 
world* The fame /nay be laid of Cufco, Arequipa* ChuquizagajJ&nd the great town of 
Potofi, which increafe fo, that he who is abfent a few years, does not know them when 
he fees them again ; and the reafon is, that the veins and mines of gold and filver, 
which, like a loadftone, have drawn fo many people thither, are fo far from leffen- 
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i ng y that new <mes are difcovered every day, and thofe richer than the old ones ; for 
which reafon there comes yearly more people, and among them much gentry, as 
well as tradefmen of all arts and profeflionsj who moft of them ^fettle and increafe 
there. 


CHAP. X Y. — The Adclantado Almagro enters into Chile , having fuffered extremely 

by the Way. 

WE left the Adelantado Don Diego deAlmagro in a j$lice called Paria, from whence 
he was to purfue his journey to Chile, as he did in the beginning of the year 1535. 
He himfelf going before, ordered Juan de Savedra to follow with twelve horfe by the 
royal highway through the province of Las Chicas, the chid place of which was Topifa, 
where he found the Inga Paulo, and the prieft Villacumu, who prefented him with 
ninety thoufand pefos of very fine gold, it being the tribute they ufed to fend tfie Inga 
from Chile, and which they were now fending, without being informed of the tragical 
accidents that had befallen the family ; and there he Cent back a great many Caciques 
of the countries he left behind him, and who had waited upon him thither. 

The three Spaniards, whom he had fent with the Inga Paulo, and two more who 
joined themfelves to them, being defirous of making new difeoveries, and acquiring 
honour, and withal making their court to the marlhal, went before, till they came to a 
place called Jujuy, which is a place or country where the people are very warlike, and 
eat human flelh, and who kept the Ingas always in great awe. This boldnefs coll three 
•of the Spaniards their lives, though they fold them dear. The Adelantado being 
refolved to revenge their deaths, fent Captain Salfedo, with fixty horfe and foot, to 
chaltife thofe Indians ; but they, being alarmed, had called together their friends, and 
made a fort to defend themfelves in, and many pits with lharp flakes in them, that the 
horfes might fall into them ; with which, and many facrifices and invocations made to 
their gods, they had refolved to expert their enemies. Captain Salfedo found them 
thus fortified, and being himfelf inferior in llrength, fent to the Adelantado to r relief, 
who fent it him under the command of Don Francifco de Chares ; but the Indians then 
avoided engaging, and refolved to abandon their fort ; though, not to lofe all their 
pains, they refolved' 'fir ft to attack Don Francifco de Chares, where they killed a great 
many, and particularly of the ljidians Yanaconas ; and carrying off the fpoils, they made 
a fafe retreat : the Spaniards returned back t J( their chief body. Since we mentioned 
the Yanaconas, it will not be amifs to explain the fignification of that word, for the 
better under handing of what follows. 

yhe Yanaconas were, among the Indians, a people fubjett to p rpetual llavery ; and 
to be known, were bound to wear a fort, of habit different from the relt. Thefe feeing 
the bravery of the Spaniards, and how much they made themfelves be feared and re- 
fpetfted, bag an to rife againft their mailers, and adhered to the Spaniards, hoping 
thereby to lhake off the yoke of llavery ; and became cruel enemies to the other In- 
dians. That which this word Yanacona now fignifies in Chile, is, thofe Indians who 
do not belong to any particular lord j for as to freedom, there is no difference, the 
king having made them all free alike. 

From Jujuy the Adelantado marched with the vanguard, purfuing his journey, leaving 
the rear to the care and command of Nogaral de Ulloa. He came to a place called 
Chaquana, where he found the Indians in arms ; for though at firll they were frighted 
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with the fwiftnefs of the horfes, yet at laft they -grew fa. little afraid of them, that they 
took a folemn oath by the great fun, either to die or kill them* all. The Adelantado 
attacked them, aiffi. was in great danger, for they killed his horfe under him in the 
engagement ; but he continuing ftill to fight them, they refolved at lafl to retire : then 
he purfued his journey, with his whole army, which was of two hundred horfe, and 
fomething above three hundred foot ; with a great many Indians, as well Yanaconas, as 
others, who affifted the Inga Paulo. The army being thus numerous, they began to 
want provifions ; and, which was worfe, they were without hopes of finding any, there 
being no place thereabouts that could afford it, the country being a defart, which 
lafted feven days, all barren ground, and full of fait nitre ; and for their comfort, as 
they defeended a hill or precipice, after which they hoped for fome relief, they met 
with the fnows of the Cordillera, which was a fight able to freeze the bolted: under- 
taker, confidering the dangers and fufferings they were threatened with. Herrera, 
when he comes to this paffage, fays, fpeaking of the bravery of the Spaniards, and their 
patience in fuffering a great deal, which 1 lhall not relate, that I may not be thought 
to praife my owm countrymen with affectation ; but 1 cannot omit fome part of it : 
he fays then, that to overcome fuch difficulties, none could have attempted it, but fuch 
as were ufed to endure hunger and thirft, and to enter into a country without guides, 
through forefts, and over great torrents, fighting at the fame time with their enemies 
and the elements, and Ihewing invincible minds ; marching both day and night, 
enduring cold and heat, loaded with their arms and provifion ; being all of them ready 
to put a hand to all things, even the moll noble among them being the firlt, when a 
bridge or any thing was to be made, to turn pioneers and carpenters, and cut down 
trees, by which they were fit for the greatell enterprizes. 

The Adelantado feeing the new, and, in all appearance, the infuperable difficulty that 
attended this journey, did not lofe courage, but made a bold exhortation to his men, 
telling them, that thefe were accidents that ufed to befal fofifiers, without which no 
great honour could be gained, nor any of thofe riches which they lbught after ; that 
they Ihould put their trult in God, who would not fail to aflifl them, fince the planting 
of his faitijj depended upon their prefervation. They all anfwered chearfully, that they 
were ready to follow him to death ; and becaufe example is the bell rhetorick, he firlt 
began to enter into the Cordillera, or fnowy mountains, with a detachment of horfe 
going before, that if he found any provifions, he might fend a lhare to the army, which 
began to faint for w'ant of it. But the more he advanced, he met with' nothing but 
vali defarts, with a wind fo cold, that It,, (truck them through ; and the paffage grew 
ftraiter and flraiter, till at laft it pleafed God, that from a high hill they difeovered the 
valley of Copiapo, where the kingdom of Chile begins, where they were received very 
kindly by the Indians, out of the refpect they bore to the Inga Paulo, afid afforded them 
provifions enough to fend fome to the army which followed. It is not polfible to ima- 
gine how much they were preffed both by cold and hunger, both Spaniards and In- 
dians ; here one would fall into the fnow, and be buried before he was dead ; another 
would lean againlt a rock, and remain frozen, jult as if he had been alive. If any did 
but flop to take breath, immediately a blalt of cold air left him fixed and immoveable, 
as if he had been of iron ; and a Negroe, who had a led horfe in his hand, did but 
turn his head, and Hop to fee who called bim, as fomebody did, and both he and the 
horfe remained like two Ifatues ; fo that there was no remedy but to keep moving, for 
if was certain death to Hop a little ; but it could not be, but people fo weary and fo 
weak muff Hand Hill fometimes; and therefore they loft a great many men, ftrowed 
tip and down the mountain. 
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Garcilaffo fays*, there died ten thoufand Indians and Negroes ; of the fifteen thoufand 
which went with the l?iga Paulo, only five thoufand efcaped ; for being all natives of 
Peru, and not having ever felt fuch cold, for which they were totally unprovided with 
djoafhs, they died apace ; the Spaniards being better provided, endured lefs ; and yet 
(farcilaffo fays, they loll above a hundred and fifty men, and thirty horfes, which was 
ayfreat lofs ; others loft their fingers and toes, without feeling it. Their greatefl fuf- 
ferinjfs were in the night-time ; for they had no wood to make fire, and the Indians eat 
the very dead bodies out of hunger. The Spaniards with all their hearts would have 
eat the dead horfes, but they could not flop to flea them. At lafl "the provifions, fent 
them by the Adelantado, met them ; fo they palled the reft of the way pretty well, 
When'they came to the valley, the Indians made much of them, where we will leave 
them, to fee how others, that came after the Adelantado, pafs the mountain. 


CHAP. XVI. — Others pafs the Cordillera. — What happened to the Adelantado in 
Copiapo : — His Return from Chile : — His Misfortune and Death. 

not find clearly the time of the year in which this army palled the Cordillera : 
pertain it could not be in the mid ft of fummer, nor in the heart of winter, becaufe 
iwi oiH! of them would have efcaped, fince the firll high wind would have overwhelmed 
them in the fnow ; therefore they pa (fed it, either in the beginning, or the end of the 
winter ; and moll probably it was at the entrance of the winter ; for if it had been 
at the going out of the winter,, thofe who followed would not have run fo great a 
hazard. 

'Hie firft of thefe was one Rodrigo Orgonnes, who was left by the Adelantado in 
Cufco, to raife men and follow him, as he did. He loft his nails, and would have loft 
his fingers, it lie had noj taken his hand off the pole that held his tent up : others loft 
their gyes, their ears, and many their lives ; particularly all thofe who were in one 
tent, which a ftorm rifmg carried up, and in the morning they were found all dead in 
the fnow : they loft alfo fix and twenty horfes. \ * 

The next who palled after R odrigo Orgonnes, was one Juan de Arrada, who brought 
the Adelantado the king’s difpatches, and his commiflion tor his government, whom 
we left in Copiapo ; *and it will not be amits to fee what hr him there, before he 
received his cbmmiflion, and fa\y«his friends. The firft thing lie did in this valley, was 
a work of charity and jultice, in favour of tho,true lord of that land, and was not in 
poffeflion of the government, becaufe he was left a minor, under the guardianfliip of 
his uncle, who not only did not think of putting him in poileflion, but contrived to take 
his life, which he would have effected, if he could have got hiri into his hands ; but 
the fubje&s, more loyal than he, had hid him out of the way. The Adelantado being 
informed of the truth of this matter, and being entreated by the wronged Prince, 
reftored him to the poffeflion of his government, putting the tyrant to dt-ath. 

Before this happened, at their firft arrival at Copiapo, the Inga Paulo took care to 
look out for fome gold in that little province ; and in one day having got together 
the value of above two hundred thoufand ducats, he prefented the Adelantado with it, 
ih the name of his brother, the Inga iClango ; which gave the Spaniards great caufe of 
admiration, feeing tbatrin one village, and in fo little time, fo mi*;h gold had been 
found, gathering from this, how prodigioufly rich the country muft be \ and therefore 
Almagro was Content to think all his pains well taken that he had been at to come 
into it. 
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The Inga Paulo finding his prefent fo well received, being defirOws to make his 
court, got from the neighbouring parts three hundred thoufafld ducats of gold more, 
which he prefented to the Adelantado ; whicli gave him fuch joy, to fee that fo 
rich a country was fallen to his lot, that he caufed all his people to be affembled, 
and pulling out all the bonds and obligations made to, him in Cufco, for the gold and 
filver which he had there lent them, he cancelled them all, one by one, declaring .o 
his debtors, that he freely forgave them their debts, and was forry they were not 
greater ; and not only fo, but opening his bags of gold, he began to ufe great 
liberalities; which fo pleafed them, that they forgot the dangers they bad gone 
through, every one promifing himfelf vail riches from fuch a conqueft. Francifco 
Lopes do Gomara, who writes this hiflory, fays, that it was a liberality becoming a 
great prince, rather than a private foldier : but he adds, as a coniideration of the 
little {lability of human affairs, and the profperity of this world, that when he 
died, he had nobody to give a pall to cover his coffin. 

But let us not afflict the reader fo fe on with the memory of that lamentable tragedy; 
Jet us rather follow this great captain in his good fortune. As he went further into 
the country, he was refpeded and treated as if he had been the Inga himfelf, ini.all 
the places he came to; but when he came to a nation called the Promocaes, v ^. 
was the limits, beyond which the kings of Peru could never extend their empi *** 
found the fame refinance as they had done. The Adelantado perceiving this, 
manded fuccour from the Inga Paulo, who gavt it him, by calling in the Inga’s gar- 
rifons of the neighbouring frontier ; and fo the wai began. 

Here the Spaniards met with their match, and began to experience that the conqueft 
of this part of America would not be compafl'ed by their bare appearing with their 
horfes, dogs, and guns ; or that a kingdom might be got by taking a king prifo- 
ner, aifd feparating his army to their purpofes, and fo remain abfnlute mailers of 
the field ; for here they met with a nation, who, though they admired their h >rfes, and 
were furprized to fee them, yet the greatnefs of thsjr courage overcame that furprize, 
fo they met and engaged them with great valour, *nd many were killed on both fides. 
The Spaoifh blood, which ufed to be fo little fpilt, was here fhed in abundance; 
and from that time to this, the flaughter of them lias not ceafed, fo as to make either 
fide fafe. , , # 

However, the valoilqpf the Spaniards, and the advantages they had over them by 
horfes and guns, was fuch, as they might well depei*4 upon, which made them con- 
ceive the conqueft of Chile to be a work of about two years at molt ; as it is probable 
it would have been, if the divifions between Ahnagro and Pizarro, and his brothers, 
had not cut the thread of that enterprife, as it did that of their own lives ; for they pe- 
riled by one another’s hands, upon points of conteft about jurifdictiofi. r 

About this time the Adelantado being engaged vvirli the Indians in a blodtiy war, 
Rodrigo Orgonnes arrived with his Spaniards, and fo did Juan de Arrado, with the 
King’s royal patents, and a commiffion for the government of a hundred leagues of the 
country ; which was juft as if a deluge of water had been poured upon the fire already 
lighted of the war with the Promocaes, Cauquenes, and Pencos, who were the nations 
that had withftood this invafion. As for the Indians, they pretended to no more than 
to defend their country, and their liberty, from’ foreign invaders; and the Spaniards 
found themfelves galled away by more earneft motives of intereft, and fo turned another 
way. Not but that there were different opinions about what was to be done ; fome 
thought that it was better to fettle where they were, the heavens and earth befog both 
the belt that they had yet difeovered, and its riches fuch as they were witnefles of ; 1 

others 
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Others were o&'opinion to be content with what they had difcovered, without expofing 
th eaafe lves to new dangers, and the accidents of war. But thofe who brought the 
King’s commiflion, infilled extremely, that the Adelantado fliould go to enjoy the 
efled: of the King’s favour to him ; and, above all, that which moved Almagro moft, 
was the jealoufy of feeing thq, Pizarros mafters of Peru : to which might be added, 
that if he did not take poffeffion of Cufco, by virtue of the King’s patent, he might 
be in danger of remaining, at laff, without any title to any thing he had. In this 
confufion of motives, the Adelantado /luck to the woril, as it happened, frnce he loft 
his life: he had, it feems, arrived to the top of fortune’s wheel ; and it is the fame 
thing with her to /land /till, and to begin to go down ; which he did, till he tumbled 
quite -to the ground, and had his head ieparated from his fhoulders. 

The world leldom performs its promifcs, otherwife who could have told this great and 
generous man, that he fliould fall by thofe hands to which he had lent his ? The 
Pizarros would not have been at that height, if the franknefs and friend (hip of Alma- 
gro had not alliited them from the beginning with his fortune and good counfef ; but 
nothing of all this was fullicient to lave him from death by their procurement. The 
differences between them grew to that height, that they engaged in a battle againft each 
other ; in which the Pizarros were conquerors, and Hernando Pizarro, the chief of 
them, ordered Almagro to be beheaded, being no ways touched by . their anlient friend- 
fliip, nor the fubmillions and tears of Almagro himlelf, though a venerable old man, 
begging his companion with a body full of honourable wounds ; but as if he had been 
a Itatue of marble or brafs, he fhewed no figns of compaffion. It is granted that Al- 
magro did ill, to leave the conqueft of Chile, fo well begun, and where he might have 
fettled himfelf and his friends to fuch advantage, to go back to Cufco, to govern there 
by force, in cafe the »Pizarros (hould oppofe him ; but they alfo were much to be 
blamed, in not coming to fome agreement with their antient friend and companion ; 
but they are jnexcufabl^in (hewing fo much cruelty, as to put him to death : accord- 
ingly all their own profperity feemed to end with his, and to turn to a lamentable 
tragedy, in which they died by one another’s hands, as may be feen more at large in 
the already cited authors. For me, it is my buiinefs to purfue the conqueft and fettle- 
ment of Chile, which is my theme. 


BOOK V. 

OF .TIIE CONQUEST AND VOCNDATION OF T1IK KINGDOM OF CHILE. 


CHAP. I. — The Governor Pedro Valdivia enters Chile : — lie conquers and fettles that 
Kingdom, and is the firjl that enters as far as Mapocho. 

'J'HE more I draw near to the relating the fettlement made in Chile by its firft found- 
ers and captains, who reduced that kingdom to the obedience of Their Catholic 
Majefties, and to the knowledge of God, the more I mifs thofe papers and records,"* 

which 



1 68 OVALLE's HISTORICAL RELATION OP* CHILE. 

•■v 

which bang fo far off, I cannot have the help of in defcribing the particulars of th(S 
events which were very memorable at the firft entrance of the Spaniards. I muft there- 
fore make ufe of fuch paflages as I fhall find up and down in the general hiftories of 
the Indies ; and this will refrefh in me the memory of what 1 have feen or learned by 
others; and' yet I mufl own the knowledge and information the reader will have from 
hence, will be but fcanty and fhort, fuch as I fhould have hardly attempted to publifh t 
without this apology ; and defiring my readers to accept of this collection for the pre- 
fent, till the complete hiilory of Chile does come out, I having left men mod eminent 
in their profeffion employed in it whin I left thofe parts. 

The Adelantado Almagro being returned in the year 1537 to Cufco, Colonel Pedro 
Valdivia defired from the Adelantado Francifco Pizarro leave to purfue the con quell. 
o£ Chile, fince he had power and commiflion from the King to grant it. lie promifed 
not to return till he fhould have completed the fubjedtion of it, and reduced it to the 
obedience of the crown and God Almighty. The Adelantado, who had it in his 
thoughts, becaufe of the fame of its great riches, to follow the conqueft of Chile, 
confidering this gentleman to be one of the bravell captains that had come to the Indies, 
having born arms in Italy and Peru, and given a very good account of all that he had 
undertaken, chofe him for this enterprise in the year 1539, giving him a year’s time 
to prepare all things, that he might fet out, as he did, in the year 1540. I do not 
fay any thing of the particulars of his journey, nor of the people he carried with him, 
becaufe I am not where I can have a diflinCt information ; only that in which all agree, 
is, that he got together a good body of men, both Spaniards and Indians ; for thefe 
laft relating what riches the Ingas ufed to draw from people who owned his empire in 
thofe parts, animated every body to this enterprise ; and Valdivia feconding, with- 
addrefs, thefe impreffions, made a good army, with which he fet out from Peru. 

They had almoft: perifhed with cold, hunger, and other inconveniences ; yet at lait 
they arrived, and advanced at firft with little difficulty ; but as they wept, engaging 
further in the country, ftill they found more oppofition : they firft Came to the valley 
of Copiapo, which fignifies the feed of Torquoifes ; for there is a rock of them*, of fo 
great a quantity, that they are grow n lefs valuable upon it, as Flerrera fays : it is a blue 
none, which makes a very good ffiew. And fince now we enter this kingdom with 
more advantage, and upon a fteady foot of fettlement, it will not be amifs to deferibe 
the valleys and places where the cities weTe firft founded, and the other fettlements, 
that we may not be obliged to look back with an ufel^fs repetition. • 

The valley of Copiapo is the firft of the inhabited valleys of Chile, though the beft 
part of the people are Indians, with a few Spaniards, out of which one is the Corrige- 
dor, who is named by the governor of Chile. The land is of itfelf very fruitful, and 
is made more fo by a pleafant river, which runs about twenty leagues in it before it 
empties itfelf into the fea in a bay which makes its harbour. Here grow all fort* of the 
natural fruits and grains of the country, and of Europe ; the maize yields above three 
hundred for one, and the ears of it are almoft half a yard long, as Herrera and Other 
authors relate. Though I am not informed as to the particular of Valdivia’s reception 
here by the Indians, yet 1 fuppofe it was without much contradiction ; becaufe thefe 
people were already accuftomed to the foreign yoke of the Ingas, and had already feen 
an 4 received the Spaniards out of refpect to the Inga Paulo, who accompanied Almagrd, 
who gave them their lawful Cacique, or prince, as we have feen, They hid the lame 
facility in the valleys of Guafco, which is about live and twenty or thirty leagge* from 
Copiapo, and that of Coquimbo Liman, and as far as Quillota. Here the Ind&bs took 
arms, and oppofed the* Caftifians vigorouily ; engaging them almoft, daily, as people 

that 
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that came to cqpquer and fubdue their country. The Governor Valdivia^ penetrated as 
for as the valley of Mapocho, though with the lofs of many of his men. ’ He found 
(his valley extremely well peopled, becaufe of its breadth, fertility, and pleafahtnefs, 
being thoroughly watered by the river of that name, which, after having run fome 
leagues, finks under ground, does not lofe itfelf entirely, but appears more nobly, and 
comes out with a more powerful ftream two or three leagues further, being much bet- 
tered in its waters, which, from muddy, are turned clear as chryftal. 

CHAP. II. — The Foundation of the City of St. Jago in Mapocho.— The Defcription of 

its Situation. 

TOWARDS the eafl:, the great Cordillera, or Snowy Mountain, is a wall to tfiis 
valley of Mapocho, and is in winter all over white, but in fummer by fpots here and 
there: to the welt it has the ragged rocks of Poiiangue, Caren, and Lampa,* whofe 
foot we may fay is Ihod with gold (for that which is found in its mines is fo fine, that a 
great deal was got out of them). Neither is this valley uncovered on the fides ; for to 
the north and fouth it is environed by other mountains, which, though they do not 
approach the Cordillera in height, yet are high enough to make a circle about this 
valley, which in feveral of its rocks produces gold : it is, in its diameter from the Cor- 
dillera to the hills of Poiiangue and Caren, five or fix good leagues, and from north 
to fouth, which is from the river Colima to that of Maypo, feven or eight leagues more ; 
fo that its circumference is between 26 and 28 leagues, or more, if we go down as far 
•as Francifco del Monte, which is a place of moll pleafant fhady woods, where all the 
timber is cut for the huilding of the houfes. 

In this valley, two leagues from the great Cordillera, by tjje fide of the river Ma- 
pocho, God has planted a mountain of a beautiful aipect and proportion, which is like 
a watch-tower, upon which the whole plain is difcovered at once with the variety of its 
culture in arable and meadow ; and in other places woods of a fort of oak upon the 
hills, which afford all the fuel neceffary for the ufes of life. At the foot of this moun- 
tain, which may be two miles about, the Caftilians found many habitations of the 
Indians, to the number of eighty thoufand, as authors report ; which Pedro de Valdi- 
via obferving, and gueffing from thence, that it was the bell part of the whole valley, 
he refolved to found here the city of St. Jago, which he began the 24th of February in 
the year 1641. It ftands in 34 degrees of lafitude, and longitude 77, diftant from the 
meridian of Toledo 1980 leagues. The form and ground-plot of this city yields to few 
others, and is fuperior to molt of the old dtiV of Europe ; for it is regular, like a 
ch$s-fcoard, and in that fhape, and that which we call the iqi. res for the men, of 
black and white, are in the city called Hies, with this difference, that fome of them are 
triangular, fome oval, fome round ; but the fquare ones are all of the fame make and 
bignefs, ard are perfectly fquare : from whence it follows, that whecefoever a man 
Rands at any corner he fees four llreets, according to the four parts of the heavens. 
Thefe fquares at firfl were but of four large houfes, which were diftributed to the firft 
founders ; but now by time and fucceffion of inheritance, they have been divided into 
leffer, and are every day more and ‘more divided; fo that in every fquare there are 
manyhouies. , 

Towards the north, the city is watered by a pleafant river, till it fwells fometimes 
in wintef; when it rains eight, nay twelve and fourteen days without ceafing ; for then 
it overflows; and does great mifehief in the city, carryiagaway whole houfes, of wttyph 

vol. xiv. z the 
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the mine may be yet feen in fome places ; for' this reafon, they have* railed afibrat^ 
waH on that fide ; again!! which, the river lofing its ftrength, is thrown on the othei 
fide, and the city thereby freed from this inundation. 

From this river fa drawn an arm on the eaft fide, which being fubdivided into at 
matiy flreams as there are fquares, enters into every one ff them, and runs through 
all the tranfverfal (treets by a conduit or canal ; and bridges are every where, as ne- 
crility requires, for the paffuge of carts : fo that all the houfes have a dream of water, 
which cleanfes and carries with it all the filth of the city : and from this dilpofitiott oi 
water, it is eafy to water or overflow all the ftreets in the heat of funnner, without 
the trouble ol carts or other conveniences, and that without any charge. All thelt 
rivulets empty themfelves to the well, and are let into the grounds without the city, 
ta.water the gardens and vineyards that are there : which being done, it is let into othei 
fields, fowed with all forts of grain, and then returns to the great river. The inhabit 
ants do not drink of this water, though pretty good ; but it ferves to water horfes and 
other animals ; therefore they fetch water from the river for their own drinking, oi 
draw it from wells, which yield very good, and very cool : thofe who are yet nicei 
fend to the fprings and fountains, ol which there arc many in the neighbourhood, w hich 
yield mod excellent fweet water. Tne It reefs of this city are all of the fame bignefs 
and proportion, broad enough for three coaches to go abreaft eafily : they are paved 
on each fide near the houfes, and the middle is unpaved for the paifage of carts. Then 
fa one ftreet that is of an extraordinary breadth, and in it fifteen or fixteen coaches 
may go abreaft ; this is to the fouth, and runs eaft and weft the whole length of tin 
city: this is called La Cannada ; and though at firil it did not extend bejond the 
city, yet now it does, and has many buildings and gardens ; and there is the chuich oi 
St. Lazarus : but there are feveral fquares built further which inrlofe in again, and fo 
it fa in a good fituation. s 

This Cannada is the beft fituation of the whole place, where there is always an aijf 
ftirring, fo as the inhabitants in the greateft heats of fummer can fit at their doors, ana 
enjoy the cool ; to which may be added the agreeable profpedt it affords, as well becaufe 
of -tne b^ftle of carts and coaches, as of a grove of willows which is watered by a little 
rivulet from one end of the ftreet to the other it is befidcs adorned with a famous 
convent of St. Francis, the church of which is all of a white free-ftonc, all fquare Hone 
finely cut, and a fteeple of the fame at ‘one end of it, fo high, that it is feen a 
great way off by thofe who come from other parts. , It is divided into three paftfa 
and has its galleries ; the uppermoft is a pyramid :* from it one may difeovtisr QO 
all iides lovely profpe&s, which delight the eye extremely, and recreate the 


CHAP. III. — Of the other Edifices and Churches of the City of dt.Jago. „ * , 

THIS city hps (befide this ftreet called the Cannada, which might afford many p^acef?,, 
fuch as are in great cities) another very large one, named oi’ St. Saturnino ; it has 
wife the place of Santta Anna, where has been lately built a church dedicated to that 
glmiotts faint. There fa alfo a place called La Placera de la Compania de Joins, where 
Hie Front of their church makes a figure, and is a* retreat or tabernacle upon the daypyf 
the. ptoceflion of Corpus Chrifti. Mod of the other religious hopfes have their placef 
bra$5!|e the great porticos or entrances of .their churches : but ab&ve all, 
call6itthe J^fecipal Places where. all the bufinefs of law and commerce 
two fidee df the place and &uih have buildings after the i&Qttko 

they 
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dfey hafe made tery good new balconies to than, and large windows, tor fee the bull- 
feaus and other public diverfions which are made there. The north fide is ail upon 
arches of brick ; underneath which are the fcriveners and public notaries, as alfo the 
feCretarifhips of the royal Audiencia, and the town-houfe : and over-head are the royal 
lodgings, with balconies to the place, with the great halls for the meeting of the town* 
home officers ; and in the middle are the audience-rooms of the royal chancery, with 
their galleries to the place : and, laftly, the royal apartments, where the royal officers 
are lodged ; and the rooms neceffary for the treafury and chamber of accounts, and 
lodgings for the officers. 

The fide that lies to the weft has in it, firft, the cathedral church, which is of three 
ifles, befides its chapels, which it has on each fide : it is all of a fine white ftone ; the 
chief ifle, or that of the middle, being upon arches and pillars of an airy and gallarft 
architecture. The remainder of this fide to the comer is taken up with the epifcopal 
palace, which has a very fine garden, and noble apartments both high and low* with 
a gallery fupported by pillars, which anfwcr the Place ; which, if it were equally built 
on the eaft and fouth fides, would be one of the moft beautiful and agreeable places 
that can be ; for it is perfectly fquare, and ( very large, with a due regard to the whole 
plot of the city. I doubt not but in time the two old-fafhioned fides will be pulled 
down, and others built on pillars and arches proporlionably to the other fides. 

The greateft part of the buildings, (except the public ones, which are of a rough 
ftone, but very hard, which the mountain of Santa Lucia affords, and is within the 
city, and fome great gates and windows which are of mouldings of ftone or brick,) 
that is to fay, the ordinary buildings, are of earth and ftraw well beaten together, which 
i§ fo ftrong, that I have feen great openings made in a wall, to make great gates after 
the modern way, and yet the wall, though a very high one, not feel it, though the 
houfe was none of the neweft, but almoft as ancient as the city ; for the fun bakes and 
hardens the earth and fL aw fo well together, that I have feen a piece of thofe walls fall 
from a high place, and not break in pieces, though fo big that a man could not carry 
it. At prefent, the houfes that are built are of a better form, higher, and lighter t han 
at firft, becaufe the firft conquerors were more intent upon getting gold, and spending 
it in fumptuous treats, and high living, with fplendour and liberality, than in build- 
ing palaces, as they might have done, by reafon they had many hands, and ftone 
hard by. 

fo matter of buildings, this chy, as moft others of the Indies, may brag, that it imi- 
tated Solomon, who began with building the temple and houfe of God before he built 
his Own palace. So the Spaniards have done all over the Indies, in this new world, 
inheriting this cuftom from their anceftors of Old Spain ; for I a 'member, that travel- 
ling jn C&ftilla, I made this obfervation, that let the place or village be never fo fmall, 
yet it has a good church ; and even where the houfes were poor, and like dove-coats, 
the churches were of free-ftone, with a Iteeple of the fame ; which gave me matter of 
edification, confidering the piety of the faithful on this occafion. 5 

fotifo the Spaniards of the Indies began firft to ereft churches, with fo much appli- 
canon, that they do not feem buildings made within thefe hundred years ; but rather 
filch as one would think they had inherited from their anceftors, or had been built by 
theGentiles • and yet there is not a church in all the Indies, which they have not railed 
trdtt its foundation. We have already fpoke of the cathedral of St. Jago ; and much 
pfel* have been laid of its ftrength and beauty, and ,the ornament of its altars 
and. laomfcjr.-' There are befides feveral other fine chm$tte&‘ iFhat of St. Domingo^ 
though not of uone, is built upon arches of brick, great many fine chapels on 
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each fide, particularly that of Nueftra Sennora del Rofario, which is* all painted and 
gilded, with handfome knots and feftoons. The facrifty is full of ornaments of brocade 
! of gold and filver, and embroidered filks of the fame ; a great deal of plate for the 
altar, and mouldings of the altar-piece, all gilded. But this is nothing to the doifter, 
which by this time is made an end of, and is of a fine -architefture, two ftories high ; 
and the lower, where the proceffion goes, is adorned with exquifite paintings in the four 
comers, where are four altars all gilded, and light as a bright flame : the apart- 
ment at the entrance is alfo finely fet off with pictures of faints of the order, of 
excellent hands. 

The convent of St. Francis may he called a town for its largenefs : it has two cloif- 
ters for the procellions ; the firft is upon arches of brick ; and the fecond, which is 
the largeft, very finely painted, with the ftory of the life of the faint compared with 
paflages of our Saviour Jefus Chrift’s life ; and over, are all the faints of the order ; 
and aj each corner four great pi&ures, with four altars, which fcrve for the processions 
and ceremonies of holidays. 

The church is of free-ftone, and all its altars gilded on the infide ; but above all, 
the feats of the choir are a piece of rare wqrkmanfliip : it is all of cyprefs, by which 
means there is always an admirable ftnell. The firft row of feats reaches, with its 
crowning or ornaments, to the very roof, all of excellent architecture, with its mould- 
ings, bafes, cornifhes, and other proportions. 

The church of our Lady of the Mercede, is alfo built upon brick arches. The 
great chapel is admirable for the thicknefs of its wall, and the beauty of ceiling, which 
is all of cyprefs wood, in the form of a duomo, or cupola. The great cloifter is begun 
upon fo fine a model, that to finilh it fo, will require the care and application of thofe 
who have the government of that convent. The fituation of this convent is the fineft 
and nobleft af any, except that of St. Francis : it has the advantage of receiving the 
river firft, whereby water is fo plentiful in the convent, that (they have .been able to 
make two mills to grind corn enough for the convent, and to give away. 

The convent of St. Auguftin is but newly begun; but its church, all of free-ftone, 
will ouftlo all the others for beauty : it is of three ifles, and in the mid ft of all the 
hurry and bufinefs’of the town. 

It is not many years that the facred ordgr of the blefled Juan dqDios has been fettled 
in this kingdom ; and in a little time thofe fathers have done a great deal ; for, having 
taken upon them the care of the royal hnfpitals, they have reformed them, aflifting the 
fick with all ncatnefs, care, and diligence, and have added feveral large buildings. 
They arc much helped in this by the devotion the people have for their founder, to 
whom they addrefs their prayers and vows in their wants and neceflities, and not in 
vain, for they feel great relief by his interceflion. 

The college of the company of Jelus has not been able to build the infide of the 
houfe, becaufe from their firft foundation the fathers have attended only the finishing of 
the church ;* which is now compafl'ed, and is without difpute the fineft next pb the 
cathedral. It is all of a white ftone, the front of an excellent architecture, and Over 
the cornifh a figure in relievo of a Jefus. The great chapel has its cupola and lanthom 
all adorned with feftoons and knots of two forts.of wood, white and red, which makes 
a beautiful fhew. 

The covering' or roof is all of cyprefs, inlaid with all forts of flower-Work, and 
divided iqtp five parts ; the middlemoft is a compofure of all forts of which 

feem a labyrinth to thofe who, fee it from the ground, and, with a nobfe; that 

runs round, gives a delightful profpeft. 

The 
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The archite&ureof the altar, and the tabernacle for keeping the holy facrament, 
are valued at a prodigious fum. The altar rifes to the top of the church ; and becaufe, 
according to art, it ought to have reached from wall to wall, which it does not, the 
empty places are filled up with two reliquaries on each fide, which join to the altar : 
this being all gilded, feems, when one firft comes in, to be one plate of gold. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Civil Government , both Ecclefajlical and Secular , of the City of 
St. Jago ; and of the Nature and Properties of its Inhabitants. 

GOVERNMENT is the foul of the body politic ; and therefore, at the fame time 
that the city of St. Jago was founded, the corporation was fettled to adminifter juf- 
tice, without which no government can Hand. The corporation confifts of two 
ordinary Alcaldes, an Alfercs royal, an Alguazil mayor, a general Depofitarius, fix 
counfellors, or aldermen, chofen every year, half out of the gentlemen called Enco- 
menderos, and half out of the inhabitants of the place, who have bought that privilege 
for themfelves and their descendants. Of the two Alcaldes, he that is of the Encomen- 
deros has the precedence and firft vote* and the inhabitant the other : they divide 
the year between them by fix months. There is a prefident to the affembly, who 
is always corregidor, and lieutenant to the captain -genera l ; and it is a place of great 
„ honour : and though it be of more charge than profit, by reafon of the expence be- 
longing to it being unavoidable, yet it never fails of pretenders, becaufe of its authority, 
and the refpect paid to the office. There are chofen yearly, with the two Alcades, two 
* others of the holy fraternity, or Hermandad, whofe jurifdiction is without the bounds 
of the city, as is pra&ifed in other parts. About thirty years ago there was founded 
a royal chancery in this city, which confifts of a prefident, four Oydores, or counfel- 
lors, and t.wo ftfeals • one who is the ordinary, and another, who has been added 
within thefe four years, and has the fame honours, who has the protection of the 
Indians, and the matters belonging to the holy Cruzada. After thefe is the Alguazil 
mayor de Corte, who has alfo the magiftrate’s habit, and a chair of ftate : theq^are 
the officers called the chancellor, fecretaries, referendaries, and others, as in fuch 
courts. There is no appeal from the fentence of review given in this court, but to 
the royal council of the Indies ; and then ‘there is a certain fum, below which there 
'is no appeal neither. It cannot be denied but the majefty of this tribunal has very 
much adorned the city ; though there want not thole who lament the hindrance it has 
giv^n to its riches and increafe, which would have been more confiderable, if the 
inhabitants had continued in their firft fimplicil) , cloathing themfelves with the manu- 
factures of the country, and avoiding all thole pompous fivt > .es which are now in 
M ulej'for thofe who before might walk in the public place in a plain drefs of the 
country, and be honoured and refpected, muft now appear in filk, or Spanilh cloth, 
which yet. is dearer than filk, for a yard of it colts fometimes twenty.pieces of, eight. 
Aay gentleman of eftate cannot now appear decently in public without many fervants 
in rich liveries; and within a few years they have brought up a vanitv of rich para- 
fols, umbrellas, which at firft were only ufed by the people of the greateft quality; 

. - and now nobody is without them,* but thofe who cannot compafs them ; and though 
sait is a, thing of gre^y, gravity, and very ufeful to prefer ve health, yet it increafes thofe 
; ; /®>^'C^|^^nces ufifd in great cities ; for this, and feme other reafons, fome were of 
would, have been better for the city and kingdom, that they had con- 
tmued to-'go^em them^lves without this court of f royal Audiencia, as they did for- 

9 1 merly : 



*74 


OVALLE*S HISTORICAL RELATION OF CHILE. 


merly : but, to fay truth, they are in the wrong ; for, firft, there are many cities in 
the! Indies, where, without a court of this nature, I have feen vanity thrive in liveries 
and fuperfluous expences as much as any where. Secondly, becaufe, abftratting 
from paffion and intereft, which commonly do miflead men in the adminiitrarion of 
juRice, it cannot be denied but that the fovereign authority of this tribunal is of great 
weight to maintain the quiet of the kingdom, by keephig an even hand in the adminif- 
tration of juRice, and not fuftbriug that the tyranny lbnie aflibt, cither by reafon of 
their preferments or riches, Ihould Rifle right reafon, or opprefs innoeency, which has 
not learned to court and flatter. 

Thus a royal Audiencia is a bridle to vice, a reward to virtue, a protection to the 
poor, and a maintenance of right and reafon; and this was the intention of cur catho- 
lic monarch : for this reafon did he erect this court, which is the more neceflury, 
becaufe it is at that diflance from the royal prefence, and fo hard that the cues of the 
poor fhould reach his ears; for if fometimes they do arrive to his court, it is fo faintly, 
that they can fcarce be heard : for this reafon, thole who have the chufmg and lending 
the king’s officers into fuch remote parts, ought to be the more careful ro piovide men 
of chrirtian principles, and well intenlioned, as indeed they have been, and are Rill ill 
that kingdom ; and it is no more than is ne*flary, for a good example to thofe new 
chriRians the Indians. 

This royal Audiencia is the caufe likewife, that much gentry comes from Europe to 
the Indies, and fo help to people them, and to continue the good inteicourfe between 
Spain and that country, which is good for both. It cannot likewife be denied (though 
that be but as an accelfory ), that the prefence and afliRance of this royal tribunal at all 
public feaRs and exeicifes, is of great countenance to them, and particularly to the 
literary ads and commencements, whereby learning is encouraged ; and thole who’ 
employ themfelves in that honourable Rudy have a reward before their eyes, hoping to 
attain to be advocates, referendaries, fifcals, and couvllllors : fyr in the jVeli-Iudies 
thofe places are all very honourable, and particularly in Chile, where the Claries are 
larger than in other parts, and yet provifions are cheaper ; fo that it is eafy to lay' up a 
gosd par^of one’s revenue. Befides thofe tribunals, there are others, as that ol the 
chamber or accounts, or treafury, for rite management and adminiflration of the King’s 
revenue ; thefe officers do likewdfe vifit the fhips that come in and out at the port of 
Valparifo ; their offices are very honourable, and of great profit, Und they are in the 
King’s gift, as thofe of the royal Audiencia are. * 

The a i fairs of juRice, and tilings belonging to good government, are under the Au- 
diencia ; but thofe of war and preferments belong to the governor, of whom we fhatt 
fpeak in a proper place. 

The bifhop is absolute lord of all the churcii-government ; and though the bifhopric 
of St. Jago is none of the richeit of the Indies, becaufe all the product of the 
earth is fo cheap, and by confequence the tithes do not rife high, yet this very abun- 
dance is part of the riches of the bifhopric ; lor by this means the bifliop’s family apd 
expences are the eafier fupplied, and he may keep more attendance, and yet lay up a 
good part of his revenue ; whereas other bifhoprics, though richer, have enough to 
do to keep up the decency of their dignity. There is a numerous clergy, who make 
a great cortege to the biihop upon certain public idays ; and when he is received ritf 
firft time, and takes^ poffeflion, the ceremony is very great ; for part of the royal A up* 
encia, the chapters, all the militia, horfe and foot, with the people, go ou$,$#«ieet 
him ; fo that it is a day of great pomp. 

The 
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The chaptef’of the cathedral is a venerable body of men, in which the King alone 
provides the vacancies by virtue of his royal patronage, and the conceflion of thepppes ; 
fo that there is not, as in Spain, the bifhop or the pope’s month ; but in the Indies all 
dignities of cathedrals, even to the very pariffi priefts, are all at the King’s nomination, 
but with fome differences ; foa the dignities are bellowed in Spain itfelf, by the advice 
of the council of the Indies ; but the cures or livings of parifli priefts, the King does 
bellow them by his governor or prefident, who expofes a public edift, that all oppo- 
feis for the vacancy of fuch a benefice may come and oppofe the examination ; and 
of thel'e, the hilltop prefents three to the governor general, to chufe in the King’s 
name. 

The holy tribunal of the inquifition, which is in Lima, ferves for all the whole 
South-America ; lb that in Chile there is only a commiffarv, with his officers and fami- 
liars, who accompany him in all public acts, and form a tribunal with great authority. 
There is likewife an officer of the Cruzada, called a ccmmiflary, which is likgwiic a 
poll of great authority ; and the day that the bull is publilhed, all the orders of the 
religious are bound to be at the proceflion. 

Let us conclude this chapter by fayingj^fomething of the natives who are born and 
bred in this city : they are generally ingenious, and of good parts ; and thofe whofe 
inclination is to learning, fucceod very well ; but they are naturally more inclined 
to war, very few of them raking to other employments, either of trade or bufinefs ; 
and they who, Horn their infancy, or by a ftrong inclination, do not take to learning, 
feldom fucceed, and f-afily leave it, if put upon it, to follow the found of a drum or 
a trumpet, and never are quiet till they get to be enrolled as foldiers, being much 
•better plated with the liberty of a foldier’s life, than with the difeipline of the fchools. 

They are much addicted to horfemanfhip : and I have often feen, that to flrengthen 
a child that can hardly go, the beft. way is to let him on horfeback ; this makes them 
prove dexterous liorl'einwvand bold. And it is a common opinion and a known experi- 
ence, that for horfe, one of the country is better than four from abroad : this has been 
fufficiehtly proved in the courfe of fo long a war as that which has bufied that kingd om. 

They are naturally liberal, good-natured, and friendly, particularly if {fTey are 
treated honourably, with due regard : they are pretty ftubborn and wilful ; to be led 
only by fair means, and then they are docile and tra&ajffe ; but if force is ufed, they 
do worfe and worle. This we the fathers of the lbciety do often experience in our 
colleges ; fo \fre arc obhged to ldfed them by fweetnefs and emulation, rather than by 
riosmtp and harilmels. 


CJH&P. V. — Of the Riches, Militia , Studies , and Jncreafe of the City of St. Jago. 

THIS city, to which the King has given the title of Moll Noble and Loyal, is the 
caj£tft{acity «f Chile, and one of the belt in the Indies, next to thofe two royal ones 
of tiUa and Mexico, which do exceed it in fumptuous edifices, in people and trade, 
becaufe they are more antient and nearer Spain, and for a greater paffage for the peo- 
ple that come from Europe, and free from the tumults of war, which is a canker that 
eatfrdeepeft into great cities and kingdoms ; and it is no fmall proof of their* 1 force, to 
beable to maintain fo Jjpng a war. • • 

founded one hundred and four years ago j and it had all that while fuf- 
tasned fne heavy load of a long and ftubborn war, which the native Indians have made 
the Spaniards without any iqfermiflion ; in whkfc its "inhabitants have either 
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always been in arms, or fending many horfes and provifion to the camp ; a calamity, 
which, far from letting it grow to what it is, ought to have kept it down from the 
beginning : nor is it of a final 1 confideration, for the growth of other cities in the 
Indies, to refledf, that they being in the way, and, as it were, upon the paiTage of 
other places, many new comers have fettled there, who perhaps at firil were bound 
for other countries, or at leaft were indifferent where they flayed, and took up with 
them. • It is otherwife with the city of Sr. Jago, becaufe the kingdom of Chile being 
fo remote, and the la/t of all the Spanifh dominions, it is the non plus ultra of the 
world: fo that nobody goes thither by chance, but on purpofe, and upon fome deftgn 
or particular intereft ; for which reafon the number of ftrangers is little. 

But the city is fo good and convenient to pafs aw r ay life with eafe, that notwithstand- 
ing thefe difadvantages, it is fo encreafed, that it aitonifhes all who fee it, few cities 
of the Indies outdoing it in finery, particularly as to the women (it were to be wifhed 
it were not to that excefsj ; for all things coming from Europe are there prodigioufly 
dear ; and this caufes many families to run behind hand. Who fhould fee the place 
of St. Jago, and that of Madrid, could fee no difference as to this point ; nay, as to the 
women, the finery exceeds that of Madrid ;.|for the Spanifh women, fcorning to go to 
fervice, are all ladies, and Jove to appear asfuch, as much as they can, and the emu- 
lation between them about fine clothes, jewels, and other ornaments for themfelves 
and their fervants, is fuch, that let their hufhands be never fo rich they want all they 
have, particularly if they are of the nobility, to fatisfy the pride of the women. 

As to the militia of the city, the firft part of it is the company of inhabitants, Enco- 
menderos, and reformed captains, w’ho have no other commander but the governor 
himfelf, or his deputy ; after that, there are two or three troops of horfe, and three 
or four companies of foot, all Spaniards. 7’hefe often mufler on holidays, and are 
exercifed in the ufe of their arms ; and fometimes there are general mufters before the 
Oydores and royal officers, where their arms are examined ; who alfo notp them down, 
to know what ftrength they can raife upon occafion, punifhing fuch as do not keep 
their arms and horfes fit for fervice. By this diligence they are very ready at their 
arms, a'nd the exercifing of them proves an entertainment for them and the whole city : 
for very often, in the public procelfions, one or two of thefe companies ufe to come 
out, and make a falvo for them ; and in the holy week there always attend a troop 
of horfe, and a company of foot, who guard the ftreet, where the procelfions of the 
whippers go to keep the peace, becaufc of the Indians, who ufe to take that time 
to make fome rifings, the Spaniards being wholly taken up with their devotions. 

The days in which this militia makes the belt Ihow, are* when the bilhops come to 
be received, becaufc they make a lane from the entrance of the city to the great place 
of it, where they form their battalion ; and the concourfe of the people ufes to be fo 
great, that though the place is very large, there is fcarce room fdr them. 0 

And fince we are upon that fubjeft, we cannot omit to obferve that which is wor- 
thy of admirtition, and that is, to fee how it is increafed in the number <of Spaniards 
within thefe forty years. It is probable, the fame has happened to the other cities of 
the Indies ; but this has had a continual drain, by fupplying foldiers for the war with 
the Indians, where many perilh, and few return. I remember that I have heard fay, 
that one of our fathers, newly come from Europe, and coming to our college, wl^jr© 
’ &e few but few people in the ftreet, cried out, 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaftq. 

% 
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By which he meant to fignify, the difproportion of the inhabitants to the bignefs 
of the city ; but now that very ftreet is fo full of people, that all hours of the day, 
and fome of the night, it is extremely frequented ; for there have been built many 
houfes for handicraftsmen and fhopkeepers on both fides of it, becaufe trade is confi- 
derably increafed. * 

I can myfelf affirm, that I obferved as great an alteration in a much lefs time, as 
well in people as in building ; for having been abfent but eight years, I confefs, that 
at my return I fcarcely knew the place again ; for I found feveral ground-fpots where 
there was not a houfe built upon, with very good buildings ; and thofe which I had left 
built were altered to the better, with more and higher apartments ; and the courts, 
which were very large, were confiderably flraightened by other buildings ; and yet the 
plot of the city was larger too ; fo that being at firft built at the foot of the mountain 
we have fpoken of, to the weft of it, I found it extended as much to the eaft, and the 
fame proportionably to the fouth and north, and it increafes daily towards the* river, 
and the Cannada. 

There was, when I left the place, about a dozen fhops of good retailers, and at my 
return there were above fifty ; and the Hme proportionably as to the /hops of fhoe- 
makers, taylors, carpenters, fmiths, goldfmiths, and other handicraftfmen, whom 1 
found alfo more curious and exact in their profeflions ; and emulation has produced 
very good pieces of workmanlhip in gold and filver, and carvings in wood, gildings, 
paintings, which have adorned the churches, with thofe which have been brought from 
Europe, and the particular houfes ; fo that in fome houfes alone, there are more things 
of that kind now, than there were in all the city formerly. Some complain, that 
’there are not now fuch rich and powerful men as there were at firft ; and that is true : 
but it does not follow, that the generality is the worfe for that, but rather otherwife ; 
for the lands and houfes which belong now to ten families were anticntly in one ; it 
being corlsiin* that fevei’d of the heirs of that man have attained to as great riches as 
he hitpfelf had ; or at leaft it is apparent, that the (lock of all thofe who have fhared 
the inheritance far exceeds what was left them: fo that fuppoling that foitje ..... 
formerly richer, yet the riches are more in the land ; which is alfo clear to any that 
lhall confider the houfes, poffeflions, and other improvements made fince that time ; 
for now there is fcarocly room for the people, whereas before there was not half people 
for the roon\ that was for them ; which is alfo vifible in the country round about, 
where farms that could hardly ■find purchafeo., and were little worth, are now forifen 
in their value, that the fuelled coft great fums ; and this rage of purchafing is fuch, 
that moft of the caufes in the royal Audiencia are about title 0 ; for the antients, who 
took poffeffion of the land, thought, that if they had a little fc oting in a valley, it 
waStall theirs ; but thofe who have come fince, have purchafed by virtue of new titles, 
’'mid taken new poffeffion ; whieh makes fo many law-fuits. 

There is not formed a regular univerfity in this city, becaufe that of. Lima ferved 
for all the neighbouring kingdoms and provinces to take their degrees : but when' in 
time the going to Lima was found fo chargeable, and the journey, which is of three 
or four hundred leagues, fo troublefome, there were bulls obtained of the pope, for 
the orders of St. Dominic and the Jefuits, to have the privilege of conferring the de- 
grees of batchelor, licentiate of arts, as alfo doftors in divinity, in the kingdoms of 
Chile, Grenada, Ruito, Chuquizago’, Tucuman, and Paraguay. * 

The effeft has (hewed how neceffary this favour, and how important rbis privilege 
has been ; for this incitement to honour has caufed a general application to learning j 
for the priefts and curates are already great proficients in ftudy, and fo more capable 
' VOL. xiv. ' a a 



178 OVALLE’s HISTORICAL RELATION OF CHILE. 

of taking upon them the cure of fouls ; and thofe who betake themfelves to a reli- 
gious life, are better qualified to ferve their orders, and be an honour to them, as 
many of them are ; and it does not a little contribute to the value of them, to 
fee the great folcmnity ufed at the reception of the feveral graduates. And in this, 
as well as the reft, 1 think our city of St.Jago is not inferior to any : for, firft, 
all the afts are held -with great concourfe of all the learned, and very often the 
bilhop honours them with his prefence, and fo do the prefident of the Audiencia, 
and the chief of the town-government, to whom are dedicated the fubjc&s of the 
extempore readings, according to the conftitution of the univerfity, which are given 
out with great fidelity, dividing the fubjeft into three parts, for the graduate to 
difpute upon in prefence of a great concourfe of. people ; and the feverity is' indif- 
penfablc in this and all other examinations, for the different degrees which are 
given by the bilhop, by virtue of an approbation firft given him by the father rettor 
and the profefl'ors, as the bull directs ; according to which there is no obligation 
of giving any treat ; but yet that the doftors may aflift with more pleafure and dili- 
gence, there has been introduced a cuftom of giving fomc moderate ones, befides 
gloves, which were allowed inftead of it ;» but fome out of oftentation give both 
treat and gloves. Befides this, there has been introduced a cuftom of inviting 
the horlc of the city to honour the proceflion, which make the folemnity the more 
confpicuous -, and they very willingly accept of the invitation, for they are very ready 
to mount on horfeback to honour any, much more thofe who diftinguifh themfelves 
by the cxerciies of virtue and learning. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the IVorJkip of God , and the Church Ceremonies in the City cf 

St. Jago. 

IF we were to make a judgment of this city by the worlhip of God that is per- 
-fi'er.?; 1 in it, and the appearance of the clergy, we Ihould judge it to be much 
bigger Than it is ; tor the Rate and expence with which the holidays are kept, in 
the charge of mufick, perfumes, wax, and other ornaments, are very great : let us give 
fome particular inftances, and begin with.the cathedral. I cannot but commend the 
piety of thofe eminent perfons, the bilhop, prefident, and counfellors of the royal Au- 
diencia, who taking each of them a day during the odtove of the holy facrament are at 
the whole expence of that day, and that is very confide^ible ; for all the wax and 
perfumes are very dear, as coming from Europe ; and the holy emulation that is 
between them, increafes the fplendour of the day ; fo that during that octave, the church 
is fo perfumed, that its fragrancy is finelt fome diftance from it. The proceflion of 
the firft and eighth day are upon the account of the chapter, as the hanging of tfw 
ftreetSj and ere&ing of altars for repofitories, are at the charge of the inhabitants 
where the proceflion paffes : this proceflion is attended by all the convents?, and 
companies of trades, with their banners and flags, fo that it reaches a great way. 
After this of the cathedral come every day new ones of all the convents, fo that they 
la ft a month, every one endeavouring to have theirs the beft ; by which means there 
are great variety of ornamental inventions and machines. The Indians of the neigh- 
bourhood, that live in the Chagras, that is, little cottages, within fome miles of the 
city, attend likewife with their banners: and they chufe for this purpofe a leader 
who makes the expence, and treats thofe of his company : their numbers are fo great, 
and the noife they make fo loud, with their flutes, and their hollowing and finging, 
t3 that 



ovalle’s historical relation of CHILE. 1 79 

that they are placed in the' front, or elfe there would be no hearing the church mufic, 
nor any means of underftanding one another about the government of the proceffion. 
The other feafts and holidays in the year are proportionally folemnized with the 
fame decency by all the orders of friars, who all of them have fome devout perfons who 
help to bear the charge. ' But the nuns exceed all the reft in ornaments ; and thefe 
nunneries are fo populous, that in that of St. Aulliri alone there are above five hundred 
perfons, whereof three hundred are veiled nuns, the reft are lay-lifters ; and becaufe the 
nunnery being full, there can be no more received, but with great difficulty, the other 
punnery of Suncfa Clara receives fo many every day, that in a little time it will equal 
the other in number, as it does already in the pomp and ornament of its church-fervice ; 
that which thefe angels of Heaven, (for fo we may juftly call thofe who with fo much 
piety and anxiety do ferve God continually, and are as a wall of defence to the city,) 
that which they do moft fhine in, can hardly be exprefled as to the neatnefs, curiofity, 
and richnefs of their altars, and the church-ornaments. What fliall I fay of the fmells, 
aqpficial flowers, fruits, chocolates, paftillos, and perfuming pots, which I hav<? feen 
fometimes of fo great a fize, that they ftruck me with admiration, confidering the 
matter they are made of, which is of a refined fugar, as white as fnow, fometimes 
in form of a caftle, fometimes of a candlcftick, or a pyramid moft exquifitely 
wrought. 

They arc not content with this ; for I have fometimes feen the whole grate of the 
choir, and the joiners’ work, and beams of the church, all covered with preferved 
citron, in form of funs or angels of mezzo relievo, and a thoufand other inventions, 
which 1 fhould never have done, if I fliould report them all. I muft only fay, that the 
generofity of thofe ladies is fuch, that though this cofts very much, yet I have often 
feen them, at the end of a mafs, diftribute all thofe things to thofe who happen to be 
in the church, without ^keeping it for themfelves : they do not only do this within the 
church, but jhe altar;, v, hich are fet up in their cloiflers, and f beets near them ; for 
the proceflions are adorned, after the fame manner, with fruits and flowers of the fame 
materials, fo well imitated, that they appear new-gathered. 

The monaftcries of men are not fo well filled as thofe of. the nuns, though fotae 
have a hundred, others fixty or feventy friars. The fecular clergy is alfo very nu- 
merous, very virtuous, and learned. Since I came away, there has been founded an- 
other nunnery of about thirty nuns, who will need no portion, being provided for by a 
gentleman who left all his eilate tp that foundation ; it was Captain Alonfo del Campo 
Lantadilla, Alguazil mayor of that city, which will be of great fervice to help the pro- 
viding for poor maids, who, perhaps, elfe would not find it eai'y any other way. 


VII. — In which is treated cf the ProeeJJions of the Holy Week in the City oj 

St. Jago. 

LET us conclude this matter of religion and pious evercifes with faying fomething of 
the moft remarkable practice of it in the holy week, by the ftatelinefs of the procef- 
fions at that time ; which is fuch, that all ftrangers confefs, that if they had not feen 
it, they fhould hardly have believed it: Thefe proceflions begin on the Tuefday in the 
holy week, to which the company ofethe Morenos, which is founded in our coj^ge, 
give a beginning, (of which we fhall fpeak more when we treat of its ’employments, as 
aifo of the brotherhood or confrary of the Indians, on the morning of Eafter-day.) 
The proceffion that follows next, is that which comes out of the convent of St. Auftin, 
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in which is founded the confrary of the Mulattos : they go all covered with black 
frocks, and have many paffages of the paflion fung very devoutly, with the bell mufic 
of the place, and many lighted torches. The Wednefday the famous proceflion of the 
confrary of the Nazar enos lets out, which is all of natural Spaniards, of feveral arts and 
profeffions, and is founded in the royal convent of Nueftra Sennora de la Mercede ; and 
it is one of the richeft and mod adorned proceflious. *1 his proceflion is divided into 
three troops : the firlt of which carries I.a Veronica to the cathedral, where it flays to 
meet the fecond, in which comes the Redeemer with his crofs, fo heavy, that he is 
forced to kneel often. 

When this fecond, which is the largeft, comes to the great place, that which ftaid 
at the cathedral goes to meet them ; and at a certain dillance, in fight of a vaft multi* 
tude of people, the Veronica comes, and kneeling down to the image of Chrilt, which 
is a very large one, feemingly wipes his face, and then fliews the people the reprefent- 
ation of it remaining in the handkerchief ; and then, as they begin to march, there 
appeal's the third proceflion, in which comes St. John, flicwing the Virgin Mary that 
dolorous fpe&acle : fo that by all thefie there is formed a mighty proceflion, with man\ 
lighted torches, and all the brothers are clothed in their retl frocks, marching with 
great filence and devotion. There is another representation of great piety, which is 
performed in the convent of St. Francis, and in this convent ; which is the parting of 
Chrift and his mother, which ufes to caufc great paflion and many tears, becaufc of the 
naturalnefs with which it is added. 

On the Thurfday there are very curious fepulchres eroded, and many alms given to 
the poor ; and though in the foregoing proceflions, and on the Fridays in Lent, there 
are to be feen fonie people whipping themfelves, with divers forts of penances, which' 
every one performs according to his own devotion, yet the proceflions, which by excel- 
lency are called the bloody proceflions, are performed this night. One of them fets 
out from the ciiapel of the true crofs, which is in the convent ,md chapgl of Nueftra 
Sennora de la Mercede, and is only of the inhabitants and gentlemen, who go all 
covered over with black frocks ; and he who carries the crofs is obliged (befides the 
.aslktfor^which he provides for the preacher, and the mufic, and which ufes to be very 
magnificeut) to provide alfo men to attend the proceflion, and relieve the whippers, 
who often draw fo much blood, that they faint away ; and others take care to cut off 
of the difeiplines foine of the fpurs of them, for they ufe to hafe fo many on, that 
they alinofl kill themfelves, nay, I have feen fome of fo imlifcrcet a zeal, that they ufed 
certain buttons with points fo lharp, that if they were let alone, it is a difputc whether 
they would not die before the end of the proceflion. Before this go alfo two others, 
both of them bloody proceflions ; one of the Indians, and it is that has mod whippers j 
the other comes from St. Domingo, and is of the Morenos : they both have mufic ; 
and the communities of all the convents go to meet them when they come near tfiei^s 
churches with torches in their hands. They fpend a great deal of time in their procef- 
fion, and are .accompanied by an infinite number of people. , 

On the holy Friday there are two proceflions more that go out of St. Domingo and 
St. Francifco, both of natural Spaniards. That of Sanfto Domingo is called the pro- 
ceflion of pity, and has been begun but lately ; but it has made fuch progrefs, that it 
equals the mod ancient : they carry all the marks of the paflion by fo many drefl’ed up 
like angels very richly, and each of them is attended by two brothers of the proceflion 
with lights, and their coats of yellow. The other proceflion, which comes froiajSt. 
Francifco, is the antienteft, and has always been the bell : it is mightily 
for the great filence and devotion with which it is performed 5 for there is is&yjgwetd 



OVALLE’s HISTORICAL RELATION OF CHILE. lgl 

fpoke in it from* its going out to its returning. Before it goes, there is performed the 
defcent of the crofs before a great concourfe of people. This has always been an a&ion 
of great piety, and very moving. The enfigns, or marks of the paflion, go out in 
order ; and when they come, there is another reprefentation very tenderly made in the 
Cannada : there is a great crofs fet up ; and when the image of the virgin comes up 
to it, it lifts up its eyes, as one who miffes the fovereign good that hung on it, and, 
drawing out a while handkerchief, applies it to the eyes, as crying, and then opening 
the arms, embraces the crofs, and kneeling kiffes the foot of it once or twice: all this 
it does fo dexterouily, and becomingly, that one would fwcar it were a living creature : - 

and this action being accompanied with the mufic of the day, proportioned to the grief 
of the myltery, it is incredible what effects it has upon the people, who crowd one upon 
another to fee it. 

On the Saturday, and on Iiafter-day in the morning, there are other proceffions. The 
firft comes out of St. Domingo, and is of the gentlemen and citizens, who in this are 
clothed in white, of molt rich cloth of filver or filk, finely garnilhed with jewels and 
chains of gold. The ceremony of the refurrection is celebrated by night in the cloif- 
tcr ; and, for that end, there is fuch an illumination, that it feems day. The pro- 
ceflion goes out very noble and gay, and in it are many lights, mufic, and dances, the 
ffreets being all adorned with triumphal arches, and hung with tapeftries; and while 
this procdlion is in the cathedral, celebrating the mafs, anil communicating the hoft to 
the brothers, there comes another to the great place to meet it, another from the col- 
lege of the Jefuits, which is a contrary of Indians, the moll antient of the city, con- 
fiiling of a company of Indians of both fexes, who, with torches in their hands, accom- 
• pany the child Jcfus d relied up after the Indian falhion, (which caufes great concern and 
devotion') : they have alfo many colours, enfigns, and other ornaments, very rich and 
gay. At the fame tim», two other procefiions of Indians likewife let out from the con- 
vents of St. prancis an I Nueftra Sennora de le Mercede, and another of Morenosfrom 
St. Domingo, all with a great apparatus of drums, trumpets, colours, hautboys, 
danceS, which make that morning appear very gay and merry ; and that it may be fo to 
our Saviour refufeitated, they all communicate, and give a happy Editor to the I/MFffe”** 
Majefty and all heaven, to which the earth can never pay a greater tribute than by the 
converfion of Turners, particularly of thefe new Chriltians, whofe anceftors adored but 
the other day their idols ; and now they acknowledge, and kneel before the true God, 
fit with him *at his table, as grandees of his court ; they, who not long before were 
Haves of the devil. 


CIIAP. VIII. — Of fome other Holidays of the City of St.Jago. 

ONE of the things in which the greatnefs of a city Ihews itfelf mod i«, in its feafts, 
holidays, ;;nd public entertainments : we will touch a little on rhofe of.St.JagO; and, 
befides the fecular ones of bull-fcafts, running at the ring, Juego de C annas, tourna- 
ments, illuminations, and other diverfions in whief) this city fhincs, it is wonderful how 
well there are celebrated the public rejoicings for the birth or marriage of their prince, in 
umverfal canonizations of faints, and in all other folemnities, but particularly thofe ordered 
by His Majefty, as that was about thirty years ago, when Ilis M a jelly, out of his great 
piety, ordered, in honour of the queen of angels, that the myltery of her holy imma- 
culate conception Ihould be celebrated in all his kingdoms, as well by the feculars, as 
by the churchmen ; and the firft indeed need no incitement in this matter, every one 
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being ready to fhew their acknowledgments to this fovereign queen, of heaven, who has 
favoured more particularly the kingdom of Chile with her protedion from the 
beginning. 

Let us now fay what the city of St. Jago did upon this occafion, that the affe&ion 
with which the inhabitants corrcfpond to what they owe to this illuftrious queen of 
heaven may be manifelled, and feme proof given of what they can do on fuch occa- 
sions : and letting alone what was done 1 by all the convents and monafteries, I come to 
other particulars, to which three poetical contefts gave rife: thefe were publifhed 
folemnly on horfeback through the town, with the company of the town magiftrates, 
and all the gentry, without exception. The firft of thefe troops were defrayed by the 
cathedral, the fecond by the celebrated monallery of the Conception, the third by the 
congregation of fl.udents founded in our college ; and in all thefe there were prizes 
propofed of great value for the poets ; and thofe who obtained them, had them given to 
them with great folemnity ; and there were l’everal representations, with other di^erdons, 
according to the cudom of that country. 

And, iince we are fpeaking of what happened in thofe holy feads, let us not forget 
as remarkable a padage as any : the day which it fell to the lot of our college to cele- 
brate its lead, the father provincial, who was to preach before mats, felt himfelf fo 
moved with love and devotion to the fovereign virgin, that, in a lit of extraordinary 
zeal, he invited the people to come after dinner to the procedion of our church, and 
to dng before the image of our lady, that ballad which was in thofe days lb famous, 
and begins — 


All the world in general 
Says fo, chofen queen of heaven. 
That you are conceived even 
Without fin original. 


The auditory was much edified with the piety of the good father, but fmiled at his 
p jq p of-d. as itn practicable ; yet they all came at the hour, mod out of curiodty to fee 
the event of this novelty : they all took olive-branches in their hands, and began the 
procedion while our fathers fung the danzas. It was wonderful, that the fame fpirit 
which moved the father to luch an extraordinary invitation, moved udfo all the people 
to dng before the image of our lady, which they carried thus to the cathedral ; out of 
which the clergy coming to meet, and dnging the church-hymns, the noife of the 
others dnging was fo great, that the canons were forced to give over, and accompany 
the people in their danzas, dnging altogether like fo many children. They looked one 
another in the face, admiring at what they were doing, being fcarcely able to believe ; 
and if I myfelf had not feen it, knowing, as I do, the natural gravity of that people, 
I Ihould not have believed it neither ; but the inward force of devotion can do any 
thing, when the Lord of hearts makes ufe of it to exalt the immaculate purenefs of his 
mother. * 

The rejoicings and entertainments upon this occadon laded many days ; one of them 
fell to the lot of the congregation of natural Spaniards founded in our college, who 
made a very ingenious and codly mafquerade, reprefenting all the nations of the world, 
with, their kings and princes all clothed after their own fofhion, with their attendants, 
anaSyt of all the pope, to whom each nation came with its king, to dedre his holinefs 
to favour this myftery. The liveries were very codly, and there was a* triumphal 
chariot, a great machine, in which was reprefented the church: but that which was 

moll 
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niofl: chargeable was the wax, which is very dear there; and this entertainment was 
given by night. 

The other days were divided among the Negroes and Indians of all arts and profef- 
fions, who having a pious emulation to each other, made many rare inventions ; but 
the merchants carried the bellp in a tournament, which they performed in the gr&Mf 
Place, each adventurer coming either out of a fea, or a wood, or an enchanted caftle, 
with his paper or challenge, ailing their parts very well : they broke their lances, and 
received their prizes, which are things of great value. The gentlemen of the city 
. crowned the feaft with their ufual diverfions of bull-feafts, running at the ring Juego de 
Cannas, &c. There are generally about twenty or thirty horfemen to attack the bulls, 
and throw the rejous or lances at them, befides him who ftrikes the bull dead. The 
illuminations of torches, with which they ufe to run about all night, are alfo of great 
diverfion ; and upon this occafion they did it with rich liveries, and other chargeable 
expeneqg, for the greater folemnity of the time. 

The ordinary and annual rejoicings which are obferved on Midfummer, on St.John’s 
day, St. James’s, and the Nativity of our Lady, are alfo worth feeing, particularly on 
the day of St. Jago, who is the patron of the city ; for then the royal enfign of the 
crown brings out the great ftaadard of conqueft, with the king’s arms, and is accom- 
panied by all t|ie gentry, who are obliged to appear on that occafion, which, they do 
very glorioufly. 

There happen likewife fome marriages or chriftenings of the people of bell fafhion, 
in which they make as good a Ihew as their eftates will let them, and often above their 
abilities. In the bull-feafts, thofe who undertake them ufe to treat the royal Audiencia, 

' and other bodies corporate ; but in marriages they are profufe, for the prefents to the 
bride have been brought in falhion to be very rich, fuch as Haves, carpets, ferutores 
filled with gold and jewels, and other curiofities of great value. There- is not lefs fpent 
in treat* and.banquets, particularly of late years, that they have taken to counterfeiting 
natural fruits, and other things, which ferve for the fideboard ; fo that, after a man has 
given ’a treat of all forts of birds and fifties, his entertainment is not gallant enough, if 
he does not add a defert of preferved citrons in all figures of love-knots, &c.<*-..u>t'i ft- 
other fruits imitated after nature : thefe they mingle on the cloth, with the figures of 
ewers, falt-cellers, jars, falvers, diflies, fpoons, forks, knives, all made of citron, covered 
with leaves of gold and filver ; and the fir ft thing the guefts do, when they fit down, 
is to plunder the table of thefu, for there arc real ones of gold and filver for the 
banquet. 

All this cofts extremely, becaufe the fugar comes from Peru, and the manufacture 
of all thefe curiofities is very dear ; many arc the guefts ; and, befides the wedding- 
dinner, the lathers give another the next day as fumptuous. This is what nobody cf 
„ fafhion can help doing. I have heard formerly, that fir ft there were gentlemen, who-, 
upon any of thele public rejoicings, would do it all at their own charges, giving them 
all liveries ©f velvet, at the running of the ring lor example ; and yet then velvet was 
twice as dear as it is now. But at prelent that is left oft’, though they make expences 
equivalent in collations, bonfires, and other contrivances of great fhew ; for, upon thefe 
occafions, they all think themlelves rich enough, which is a great ruin to families, 
every one ftratning, out of vanity, to* equal another, though the difference in riches be 
very great. 

And now Jet us leave St. Jago, which has detained us more than ordinary, to fa- 
tisfy tl>e curiofity of thofe who are defirous to know the increafe and progrefs of the 
cities aid colonies of that new world, and how the chriftian cuftoms and government 

have- 
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have begun to flotirifh in it j and by this eflay a judgment may be?' made of thofe 
fettlements. I pafs on to the particulars of the conquelt of that kingdom, that I may 
afterwards give an account of the progrefs of the chriftian faith, and the great hopes 
there is of its greater propagation. 

CHAP. IX. — • The Governor Pedro de Valdivia purfucs his ConqueJl.—~The Gold Mines 

are begun to be wrought . — lie fends Proofs of their Riches to Peru ; from whence the 

General Juan Baptijle Pajlene brings him the firjl Succours. 

THE Governor Pedro de Valdivia having founded the city of St. Jago, began to 
hink of fortifying himfelf in that poll:, to defend himfelf againft the fury of the In- 
dians, with whom he was every day engaged; and many men were loll on both 
lides, fo that his men began to be uneafy, and talk of going back to Peru, as ^linagro 
had done ; for though they faw the riclmcfs of the country, yet it appeared to them 
dearly bought, fince they could not get any of it without running great hazards by 
the many engagements that they had with the enemy ; fo that they gave their lives for 
gone. The Governor Pedro de Valdivia was not ignorant of the difficulty of his 
enterprize ; but yet encouraged by the hope's of fuccei's, at lalt he reiplvcJ rather to 
die than give it over ; and being an experienced foldier, bred in the wars of Europe, 
he refolved to raife a fort for the defence of his men, being convinced of the bravery 
of the enemy he had to do with ; and though he was informed of a general riling, 
which the Indians defigned, he font feventy men to make an incurfion towards the 
river of Cachapoal. The Indians taking the opportunity of the abfencc of thefe men, 
attacked the fort, and had gained it if the Spaniards had not Ihewed incredible valour 
in the defence of it till the other men returned; and by their .11111131100 they repull’ed 
the Indians, and remained conquerors. t 

The governor made good ul'e of this advantage, both with the Indians and his own 
men; fo that having quieted them, he began to work upon the mines of OUillota, 
■^WlfciTS^ere of great fame : they proved fo rich, and yeilded Inch a. quantity of gold, 
that he thought it advil'eablc to make 4 fort (here for the fecurity of his men ; but 
finding want of hands, by the lodes he had had, he refolved to fend to Peru for relief. 
This he put in execution, giving at the faille time an account of the richnefs and fruit- 
fulnefs of the country, to incite .people ; and bccaufe*ocular feftiinony peifuades more 
than what we only hear of, he milted fix men, whom lie lent along with thirty others, 
to have a great deal of gold with them, caufing bolides the llirrups df their horfes, 
and all that is employed of iron work about the bridles and faddles, to be made, of 
mafly gold, making the llirrups very great and large on purpofo. But all this defign 
was difappointed ; for thefe men, who were thus gilded like funs, were, when they- 
came to the valley of Copiapo, fallen upon by the Indians, and all perilhed but two, 
who were Pedro de Miranda, and Monroy, officers, who got away by the belp of their 
horfes ; but being purfued by the Indians through mountainous ways, and their horfes 
tiring, they were taken by an Indian captain, called C'ateo, who had a company of 
archers : they tied their hands behind them, and carried them to their Cacique, who 
defigned to put them to death. 

l < This Cacique vas married to the heirefs of all this valley (for there inheritances 
follow the women, for greater fecurity of the right line), and when thefe two were 
expe&ing nothing but the blow of death, it pleafed God to infpirc the Cacica, or 
Cacique’s lady, with companion ; and fo flic went herfelf, and with her own hands 
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untied theirs, commanding their wounds to be drefled, and treating them with feme of 
their drinks, which fhe herfelf prefented to them, having drank firil herfelf, according 
to their cuftom, and bid them take courage, for they fhould not die. They feeing them- 
felves brought, as it were, from death to life, threw themfelves at her feet, and dedi- 
cated themfelves to her as voluntary Haves, fince by her favour they enjoyed a life 
which they gave for loft. 

The captain, who had taken them, feeing his Princefs and Sovereign fhow them fo 
much favour, came to them, and bid them be confident of their lives, for that their 
lady having commanded they fhould not be killed, there was not any one bold enough 
to look awry upon them : they were kept fix months in this captivity ; and though 
it was fo gentle, by the kind ulage they met with, yet the natural defire of liberty, and 
the hopes of returning to their friends, ftill worked with them. 

Let no man think himfelf fecure that has his eneftiy within his own doors, nor let 
him trull, his prifoner, though yielded up to his diferetion ; for let him be ufed js well 
as' can be, yet there is no happinefs like being his own man, and enjoying his liberty. 
This thought continually took up the minds of thefe two captains, fo they laid a plot 
how to make their efcape. They had obferved in the Cacique a curiofity for horles, 
which were creatures fo new to thofe Indian countries ; they pert levied him to learn 
t and manage a horfe. He liked the propofal, and began to exercife himfelf 
in fa is genteel aniu.enient, carrying with him neverthelefs always his guard of archers, 
w^f/i an Indian before with a lance upon his fhoulder, and another behind, with a naked 
fworu in his hand, more out of grandeur than diftrult ; for he had no fufpicion of their 
plot, which was, to take an opportunity when he rid out to fall upon him, and kill 
’him, as they did ; for Captain Monroy, with an extraordinary intrepidity, without re- 
flecting on the guard that attended him, attacked the Cacique, and Captain Miranda the 
reft, with fo much fud lennefs, that they made themfelves mafters of the lance and 
fword ; and Jbeftirring themfelves courageoufly, they wounded and difmounted the 
Cacique ; fo that he died of his wounds in fome months. Having gained the horfes, they 
faved themfelves upon them ; and not being purfued in that diforder, they ovf/came all 
the difficulties of thofe folitudes, and arrived at Peru fafe ; where at that tkiVe iSfey 
found the government in the hands of the Licenciado Vaca de Caftro. 

Thefe two captains were gentlemen of great families ; and to this day the Mirandas 
in Chile are of the flower of the nobility of that kingdom. As for the Monroys, they 
are fo knowrt in Caftile, particularly about Salamanca, that it is needlefs to fay 
more of them. They were very well received by His Excellency, for the good news 
they brought of that difeovery and conqueft, of the pleafantnefs of the country, and 
richnefs of its mines ; and upon this relation, as Antonio de H< nc-< . and other authors 
fay 4 it was refolved to further this conqueft, which feemed to be of fuch high im- 
portance, and to chufe out fome fit perfon, and accompany him with foldiers, arms, 
ammunition, and cloathing for the fidiers, who were almoft naked. 

He chofe*for this employment Captain John Baptifte Paftene. a gentfeman of the 
mod antient and illuflrious Ttoufe of Paftenes in Genoa; which family is at prefent 
extinft in that republick, and remains only in its records, where many of that name 
are in the books of the nobility, and among the greatefl dignities of the ftate. This 
gentleman engaged in the conqueft of the new world by the fame iCfire of glory which 
moved'tothers, and to mend his fortune. He happening then to be in J?eru, the viceroy 
took hold of the t|ccafion to employ him for the King’s fervice : which this gentleman 
accepted, and performed, going for Chile, where he arrived with luccours which 
that kingdom flood in fo great need of. 

VOL. XIV. 
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This relief was received with great joy, as being in the beginning of the enterprize, 
and extremely wanted, the foldiers being much fatigued and weakened with the con- 
tinual aflaults of their enemies, without any other defence than their fort of St.Jago, 
where they had enough to do to fhelter themfelves from their valour and fierce at- 
tack; but the arrival of thefe fuccours gave them new courage, and resolution to profe- 
cute their enterprize. To undertake it with more regularity, and prevent what accidents 
might happen from the fea, the governor fent Paftene with the title of lieutenant-general 
in his own fhip, to difeover the coaft as far as the ftraights of Magellan, as he did ; 
and it appears by the letters of Their Catholick Majefties, Philip II. and his fon 
Philip III. how agreeable this piece of fervice was to them. About this time the mines 
of Quillota being working with great profit, and Don Gonzales de los Rios being 
captain-governor of the work, the Indians brought him a full pot of great grains of 
gold, for a fhew of a great deal which they faid they had found in a certain place. 
There they had laid an ambufeade of feveral of their belt men, to fall upon fuch as, 
blinded with covetoufnefs, fhould go to leek this treafure. This happened accord- 
ingly, for they all run prefently to the place ; for there is no alarm never fo warm, 
that rouzes better than this defire of growing rich at once did them : but they were 
much miftaken ; for inltcad of gold, they met with the iron of their enemies’ lances, who 
killed them all but their captain and a Negroe, who efcaped by the fwiftnefs of their 
horfes : fo the Indians remained victorious, and by the way of triumph, fet fire to a 
frigate which the Spaniards had almoft finilhed to keep up their eorrefpondencv 
with Peru. 


CHAP. X. — The City of Serena is peopled. — John Baptijle Pajlcnc goes for more 
Succours to Peru , from whence he returns to Chile ; and. with Valdivia and other 
Captains , goes to help the Royal Army againjl Pissarro. { 

HERRERA fays, that with this relief which Valdivia received, he purfued his 
concjueff on the people called the Promocaes ; and that he* was met by feveral 
Indians in the valley Quillocma, whom he overcame courageoully, though with the 
lofs of fome horfes ; and at that time horfes were a thoufand crowns a-piecc. Hav- 
ing difeovered large provinces, and being fatisfied of the grea\ number of inhabi- 
tants in them, he returned to St.Jago. It is fuppcjfcd the governor did all this in 
hafte, fince he returned without making any fort or fettlement : fo it is probable he 
went this time only to difeover, in order to form a force proportionable of an 
army : therefore the General John Baptifte Palfene being returned from difeovering of 
the fea-coafts, he fent him back to Peru to endeavour to bring more fuccours, as he 
had done the firft, and fo form an army capable of enlarging his conquefts upon fuch 
powerful enemies, as he found the natives of Chile to be. Judging therefore that it 
was not yet time to leave any thing behind him unfortified, he founded in £he valley of 
Coquimbo the city generally called by that name, but by him called La Serena, to 
ferve for a refting-place or Scala for the people who came from Peru to Chile ; for 
being in great want of fupplies, he did endeavour to facilitate by all means their 
pafiage, and draw as many people as poflible* to preferve his conqueft ; for adting 
otKerwife would .only be to have fo much the more to lofe ; as indeed it happened, 
and fliall be related in its due place. ’ 

The city of La Serena was the fecond that was founded in Chile* in the year 1544, 
in a very pleafant and fruitful valley, watered by a very fine river, not of the biggeft, 
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but of clear and admirable water, with which the fields are all fo plentifully re- 
frefhed, that their product is fo various, that the inhabitants want almoft nothing from 
abroad that is neceflary for human life;' for they have corn, wine, flelh, all forts 
of other grain, and pulfe-fruits, even more than in St. Jago ; for befides all thofe of 
Europe, and thofe of Chile, they have two forts very extraordinary : the firft is a fort 
of cucumbers, which are very fweet, and do not need paring, for the outiide is a very 
thin fkin, fmooth, of a delicate colour between while and yellow, all ftreaked with a 
very fine purple ; the other fruit is that which they call Lucumas, and is a fruit, as I 
remember, I have feen in Peru : it is a very wholefome well-tafted fruit, the ftone is 
fmooth, and of a purple colour. The oil of this place is abfoiutely the befi in the 
whole kingdom, as clear and bright as one’s eyes, and of a rare fmell and talte : they 
make great quantities, fo that they fend a great deal abroad. They have great flocks of 
cattle, though not fo many as about St Jago, becaufe it rains lefs, and fo the pafturages 
are leaner. 

But that which is moll particular, and of great eft value in this country, is tftfe great 
abundance of rich metals, as gold, copper, and lead ; fo that though they have given 
over gathering of gold in all the other parts of Chile, becaufe other products are of 
greater advantage, yet in this place they go on gathering it more or lei's, according as 
the winter is more or lefs rainy ; for when it rains much, the mountains are diflolved, 
and the earth opened, and fo the gold is eafier found. And the copper too that is 
melted down there, ferves for all the kingdom, and Peru befides. The climate of this 
city is abfoiutely the mod temperate of all the kingdom ; becaufe the winter, which in 
other parts is very (harp, particularly nearer the pole, is here fo gentle, that it is hardly 
perceived, it being within five or fix degrees of the tropick, and being in the 29th 
degree of latitude, enjoys a moderate climate, the longeft day being of fourteen hours, 
and is upon the 1 1 th of December, as the fliortell is on the 1 1 th of June, and the night 
is of fourteen hours. • 

But the accidental fituation of the city helps much towards the mildnefs of the climate : 
it is within two leagues of the fea, having a plain before it all covered with myrtles : 
it Hands on a rifing ground, having a profpett to the fea, which makes aJ^utifclL 
bay, abounding in filh of all lorts ; by which it is an excellent place to pafs the Lent 
in, fifh being very cheap : but the good cheer is alfo as well out of Lent ; for befides the 
mutton, which is excellent and very nourishing, there is plenty of tame fowl, partridge, 
turkeys, and all forts of wild fowl. This city began to be inhabited by many noble 
families, the founders being ifien of the bed quality that came to Chile ; and their de- 
fendants have remained, and do maintain the led re of their ancedors. The governor- 
general appoints the place of Corregidor, or mayor of the cii y , nd it is one of the 
mod profitable places that are, becaufe of the mines which are wi ought in its territory : 
ht>t notwithdanding all thefe good qualities which we have mentioned, this city does 
not increafe fo fad as that of St. Jago ; for this lad may be compared to the clove-tree, 
which fucks to itfelf all the fubdance of the earth round about it, a thing w r hich is 
proper enough to capital cities every where. 

About this time the General John Baptide Pidene arrived at Peru for a fecond fupply 
of men, which Pedro de Valdivia defired of the viceroy, to carry on his conqueft ; bpt 
he found the whole country in confufion, caufed by the dubborn difobedience of 
Gon^alo Pizarro, fo that the government wanted relief itfelf, indead of being in a 
condition to relieve others. This ’was fo true, that Pafiene was forced to return to 
Chile, to bring’h force from thence to join with the royal army. This refolution it is 
probable came to the knowledge of the tyrant Pizarro ; lor he found means to feize 
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his fhip and his perlon by cunning. Paftene, though much prefled by Pizarro both by 
promifes and threats to join with him, as very well knowing how much he might 
aflift him as his friend, or injure him as his enemy, yet perfevered in his loyalty to the 
King, and found means to make his efcape out of the hands of the tyrant, and to re- 
cover his fhip too ; which having new fitted with necefiaries, he returned to Chile, to 
bring from thence fomc of the belt officers to encourage the royal army, which was 
preparing to engage Pizarro, who on his fide had fuch a force, that he had put to 
death the viceroy Velafco Nunnes Vela. In Chile they were waiting for his return, and 
the fuccours he fhould bring with him ; but when they faw him without any, they were 
much troubled ; for they found themfelves obliged at leaft to fufpend all their projects 
upon Chile, to go and relieve thofe upon whom their own prefervation depended.. 

The Governor Pedro de Valdivia, as loon as he heard what paffed in Peru, refolved to 
go thither in perfon with fomc of his belt officers and foldiers to join and help the 
King’s forces. Pie left in Chile for his lieutenant Captain Prancifco de Villagra, a gen- 
tlemari of great courage and good parts, that he might govern and preferve what we 
had already in that kingdom, it being impoflible to do more, or make any further 
progref's, till the times fhould alter, and he provide more forces. lie got together what 
gold he could, and went aboard with his captains and foldiers in the fame fhip, un- 
der, the conduct of the lame General Paflene. Ilis arrival at Peru gave great courage to 
the King’s forces, by reafon of the gold and men which he brought, the valour and ex- 
perience of which was fo great, that in the battle they performed extraordinary things, 
being the chief caufe of the victory obtained over Pizarro in the valley of Quiriguana. 
He himfelf was taken, and chadded with his guilty afliltants, as his folly deferred, 
and his difloyalty to his Prince. The prefident of Peru, Gafca, always advifed with the 
Governor Valdivia in all his mod important affairs, whom he made of his council, with 
fix more, for the fecreted affairs and of mod importance, making great elleern of his 
prudence and experience, as well as of the valour of his compaftons. 

The victory being obtained, the governor returned to Chile, with a good fuccour 
of men and arms, and the fame officers and foldiers, who accompanied him to .Peru, 
"with^ldch, and other fuccours which came afterwards, he was in a condition to purfue 
his enterprize vigoroufly, as we ffiall fee hereafter. But all was little enough againd 
the refinance of the Indians, who not only kept them from advancing, but for fix 
years together that their ftubborn oppofition laded, they reduced the Spaniards to great 
extremities of nakednefs and hunger ; fo that they were forced to eat herbs and roots, 
and rats and mice, and luch things ; and if the heart and courage of the Governor Val- 
divia had not been invincible, it would have been impoflible to have made the 
conqueft. 


CHAP. XI. — What happened in Chile during the Abfcnce of the Governor Valdivia , and 
„ after his Return ; and of the new Succours he received. 

PEDRO Sanches de Hoz was a foldier, to whom the King was pleafed to grant a 
patent for the difeovery and conqueft of certain lands, to begin from the jurifdidion of 
the Marquifs Francis Pizarro •, and he pretending that part of the kingdpn of Chile was 
in his grant, oppofed the Governor Valdivia, to whom Pizarro by a royal commiflion 
had given the conqueft and government of Chile but the marquifs perfuaded him to 
defift, and go along wWi Valdivia to Chile, recommending his perfon to the governor, 
to ufe him with regard, and give him a lhare in the beft part of his conqueft. Val- 
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divia did fo, bestowing on him the richeft lands of the Indians j but the ambition of 
commanding is always very contentious, and fubjeft to complain till it gets the upper 
hand. This appeared in Pedro Sanches de Hoz, in the abfence of the governor from 
Chile; for being vexed that he was not left with the authority of lieutenant in his room, 
he plotted to take away the life of him who had it, which was FrancifcodeVillagra, 
who having notice of his defigns, feized upon Pedro Sanches de Hoz, and cut off his 
head, by which he allured his own ; and Valdivia approved of the thing as well done, 
when he was informed of it ; becaufe he was a friend to judice, and becaufe a com- 
petitor is never ferry to have his competitor removed. 

About this time, the Indians of Copiapo, who had begun to imbrue their" hands in 
the blood of the Spaniards, in purfuance of the revenge of their Prince’s death, whom 
the Captains Miranda and Monroy had killed, as we have related in the ninth chapter, 
lay in wait, and furprifed Juan Bon, with forty foldiers more, of fume companies which 
were coming from Peru, and marching through their country ; thefe they put all to 
death. After their example the Coquimbcfes attacked the foldiers and inhabitants of 
the city of La Serena, whom they killed without fparing one, and let lire to the city, 
which they ruined utterly, not leaving one done upon another. 

All this being uncierltood by the governor at his return from Peru, he fent Captain 
Francis de Aguirre with a good force, to follow them to their retiring-place, where in 
feveral rencounters, in the valley of Copiapo, he overcame the Indians : all which was as 
much owing to his great valour as conduit, without which the force he had would 
have proved infuflicicnt (as Herrera obferves). He did the fame in the valley of 
Coquimbo, and rebuilt the city of La Serena, in the place and fituation where it now 
/lands. For which reafon he was looked upon as the true founder of it ; and his 
descendants, who are of the bed nobility of the kingdom, have preferved that prero- 
gative, and are the chiefe^t in that government, or rather the maders of it ; for they 
are fo numerous and 1 1 powerful, that they yield to none in reputation, and are 
accordingly rrfpefted by all. 

Let jus now treat ol that which it is not reafonable to forget ; which is, of thofe 
captains, who in thofe early times entered Chile with fuccours of men to help to 
conquer it, fincc it is jud their memory fliould live for ever in thofe who enjoy the 
fruits of their labours, and are now maders of what they gained with their blood and 
fweat, and the lofs of many lives, and danger of their own, which they expofed in fo 
many battles ayd encounters they had with the enemy. I am only forry, that I cannot fpeak 
of them all, and deferibe in particular their good qualities and great merits, becaufe I 
am in a place where I want memoirs and informations for fuch a work ; but I will fay 
what I can of their noble actions, as I find them recorded in other hidories; though 
to fay truth, that which they fay about Chile is fo little, it : s almoft next to 
nothing. 1 am not furprifed at it, for it is a place much out oft' e way, and its con- 
querors were bufier with their fwords than with their pens ; for their enemies prefled 
them continually with fo much vigour, that they had but little of that lcifure which 
hidories and* relations require. We ihall begin with the Governor Pedro de Valdivia, 
who was the fil’d that entered the kingdom with a force, as has been related ; then 
that which General Padene brought afterwards with arms and cloaths. The fuccours 
brought by Captain Monroy proved of great importance ; , as Herrera fays, it was of 
three-fcore men, which in thofe days was as much as fix hundred now : thefe he had 
hired in Peru, being much aflided by* the viceroy, who, upon the relations of Monroy 
and Miranda, was refolved to encourage the enterprize. 
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I am not certain, whether it #ls before this, or after, that arrived the fucccnirs 
fo opportunely brought by Captain Chriftoval Je Efcobar Villaroel; for I do not find it 
mentioned in any of the hiftorians, which I have read here ; but in Chile the memory 
of it is very frelh, and will never be forgot ; not only for his coming in a time 
when they extremely wanted fupplies, but alio for that circuftancc of this noble captain’s 
having brought thefc fuccours upon his own charges, (and I think they were 
feventy men,) and made his way by land to Chile, either by the m wildernefs of 
Aracama, or by the Cordillera, either of which mult coft a great fum of money, 
for it is above five hundred leagues. 

This action alone was fufficient to fhew the noblencfs of this gentleman, if that of 
his family had not been fo well known as it is in Spain ; but he continued to 
give proofs of his zeal for the King’s l'ervicc, by l'crving in perfon, and employing alfo 
nis fon Captain Alonfo de Efcobar Villaroel, whom he had brought with him from Spain, 
that they might both give an example to their pofterity, as they have ; not yielding 
to any, but have produced many noble perfons, both in arms and other civil em- 
ployments of the government. 

When I reflect; upon thofe I have known of the defendants of this famous head 
and conqueror, I find, that between foils, grandl'ons, and great grandfons, they come 
up to eighty-feven ; and if they had not been fo many, there was enough to honour 
this family in the feven or eight fons of the General Luis de las Cucuas, grandfons of 
this gentleman, with whom he prefented himfelf to the royal army, all armed cap-a-pe, 
in which they ferved many years at their own charges ; for in thofe days the 
inhabitants that were gentlemen had no other reward but their loyalty, and the 
glory of ferving their prince. Antonio de Herrera makes mention of another fupply, 
of one hundred and eighty men, conducted by Captain Francifco Villagra, who was 
afterwards governor of Chile, and to whom that kingdom owes a great deal of its 
being, for the hazards he ran, and the noble actions he performed in its conqueft, as we 
lhall fee hereafter, and may be read in the general hiftory, to which 1* appeal. The 
nobility of his family was always notorious, and the gentlemen of his name have, (hewed 
themfelves worthy of it, in the great fervices they have and do perform every day 
forTfie King, worthy of all forts of acknowledgment and reward. 

After this, in the time of the viceroy Don Antonio Hurtado de Mendoza, His Excellen- 
cy, as Herrera fays, he fent Captain Don Martin dc Avendano by land, with good fuc- 
cours of men, and three hundred and fifty mares and horfes, which w<;re of as much 
importance for the war as fo many men. The defendants of this gentleman arc Hill 
carrying on the luftre of his family, fo known in Salamanca and other parts. 1 
was acquainted with two brothers of that name who alone might preferve and in- 
creafe the reputation of their family , the one was Colonel Don Antonio de Avendano, 
who was colonel of the regiment of Arauco, who fignalized himfelf at the head of.that 
regiment in many rencounters with the enemy, and particularly in one, where our 
camp was defeated, and where, to preferve the reputation he had. gained in fo many 
noble a&iorft and imminent dangers, he chofe to die, being wounded in 'a great many 
places, and almoft cut in pieces by the furious enemy. The other was Don Francifco 
de Avendano, likewife colonel, and who came to Spain ; where His Majefty, in confi- 
deration -of his own and his anceftors’ merit, honoured him with the habit of St. Jago, 
and the government of Tucuman, where he died. 

I do not mention thofe companies out of which, as they palled by Copiaco, forty 
were killed, with tljgir leader Juan Bon $ bccaule Herrera, who fpeaks of this, does 
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not fay who wa? the captain of them. Perhaps there were alfo other commanders, who 
in thofe fix years time entered into Chile with men ; and I fhould be glad to be where 
I might have particular information of them, to do them at lead that ftnall honour of 
putting their names in print, and giving fome glory to actions which, perhaps, deferve 
to be graved in brafs. 

I do not likewife fet down here, that famous fupply of men brought by the fecond 
governor of Chile, Don Garcia Hurtado de Meiuk^a, Marquis of Cannete, for this 
lhall be fpoke of in its proper place, after the death of the Governor Pedro de Valdi- 
via ; and thus we (hall conclude thofe who entered by the way of Peru. For though 
fince that time, there have been feveral fupplies, and are every day ftill more, yet they 
have not been remarkable enough, as not having come at fir ft, but after the fettlements 
were made ; and befides, it would carry me too far to report them all. But I fhall 
add here thofe which have come from Spain by the way of Buenos Ayres, as well 
becattfe they were the molt numerous, fome having been of five hundred or a thoufand 
men, as having come in dangerous times, when the kingdom was ready to be loft, the 
enemy having, as it were, befieged it ; and fo it is juft to preferve the memory of fuch 
famous benefactors, who have been, as it were, fathers of their country. 


CIIAP. XII. — The Governor Pedro de Valdivia purfucs his Conquejl , and peoples the 
City called of the Conception , where he had like to have been dejlroyed in a Battle. 

THF. Governor Pedro de Valdivia, feeing himfelf with a good force, and the great- 
nels of his mind perfuading him that he had wherewithal to put an end to his enter- 
prize, Herrera fays he font to the other fide of the Cordillera, from St.Jago, Captain 
Francifco Aquirra with a good number of men, with which he palled thofe terrible 
mountains, and founded the Diagutas and Juries. 

Herrera lays no more : nor do I know any thing of thofe individual places and cities 
which «he 'founded. The Governor Valdivia, on his fide, fet out of St.Jago with a 
powerful army, and, palling the furious river of Maypo, Cachapoal, TinguiriticKyrPe- 
teroa, Tena, and Metaquito, lie conquered the l’romocaes, a warlike people, who had 
refilled Almagro, and, before that, had repulfed an army of fifty thoufand men, which 
the Inga had lent again ft them when he endeavoured to conquer Chile; but the good 
fortune and g*eat valour of Valdivia and his men overcame that which feemed invinci- 
ble, though I am perfuaded that* it was not without blood: but 1 refer myfelf to the 
general hiftory of Chile, which has deferibed the particular encounters and battles on 
both fides. 

The army palled the deep river of Maule, and the wide Itata, at d coming to that of 
Audalien, quartered by the fea-fide ; and, for the convcniency of fituation, he founded 
there the city of the Conception in the year 1550. But the natives, allonilhed and 
enraged at tips boldnefs of ftrangers, to enter thus into the heart of thcic country, as 
if it were their own, called a general affembly, and, with a numerous and brave army, 
prefented them battle fo furioufly, that our people began to wifh they had not engaged 
themfelves fo far. Much blood was filed on both fides ; and our army was in great 
danger of being destroyed, till it pleafed God, (who guides all things to his ends,) 
who was to reap the fruit of his victory over thofe Gentiles, whom # he had predefti- 
nated by the means or the Gofpel, winch was to be preached to thefn in cafe the Spa- 
niards were viftorious, to make them fo at laft, and that very glsrioufly, the famous 
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Anabillo, chief head of the Pencones, remaining prifoner, after having behaved 'him- 
fclf with great bravery in the fight. * 

The fituation of the city of the Conception is on a phrn where the fea makes a moil 
beautiful bay, in form of a half-moon ; and nature has provided a mole, by putting 
there a large ifland, behind which fhips ride fafe from, the north wind. By land, to- 
wards the eafi:, it is encompaffed with fume high hills, the fides of which are all planted 
with vines and other fruit-trees ; fo that, which way foever one looks, thfc profpect ter- 
minates in beautiful plantations of trees, or rather a green femicircle, which rejoices 
the fight, and fortifies the city. From the north, there comes into it a finall river, 
which comes down from the mountains, which we have already deferibed in the chap- 
ter of the rivers of Chile. On the fouth fide, another larger deeper river runs by it, 
and is called Audalien. Neither of thefe rivers does the kindnefs to the city which 
Mapocho does to St. Jago, that is, to come into the houfes ; but the want of this is 
fuppjied by excellent fountains of chryltalline and delicate water, which rife very near 
the city, and are brought into it particularly very plentifully, and which were carried 
to the public place by the General Don Diego Compiles Montero, he being Corrigedor 
of this city, and governing it with the fame prudence and generofity, that he fince 
governed that of St. Jago, in the fame quality of Corrigedor and lieutenant-general. 

This city is in the latitude of thirty-three degrees and five and forty minutes to the 
antartick pole ; and for this realon, and becaufe of the high land it /lands upon, the 
air is fo temperate, that the heats never are troublefome, nay, in the heat of fummer, 
it is neceflary to have as many bed-clothes as in winter, which is not at all levere, be- 
caufe it never fnows there, though it rains extremely. For the fecurity of the city, 
there was ereded a good fort for our people to retire to when preffed by the Indians, 
which often happened, and made them Hand to their arms almofl continually ; for they, 
impatient of any yoke, were inceflantly taken up with the thoughts and endeavours of 
driving them out of the country, and, notwithllanding all the care that \vas taken, the 
city was loft at laft, for the enemy overpowered us : but yet in length of time it was 
built again, as we fhall fee ; though Hill remaining a frontier to the enemy, it has not 
hacTitlch increale as St. Jago. But it gains ground, and has many rich inhabitants, who 
have entered upon a great vent of fait, flefh, and hides, which is one of the richefl. 
commodities of Chile ; and they have, befides, magazines of flpur, with which they 
furnilh the army : the wines, too, of tho'fe parts are generally better than thofe of 
St. Jago, though they are lower ceps or vines ; nay, tfye grapes ripen as ' they lie along 
on the ground, as it is in many parts in Europe : they have not that abundance of 
almonds, oil, oranges and lemons, pulle, Agi Legumes, and dried fruit, as in other 
parts of Chile, their fummer being Ihorter, and the fun having lefs force. 

The Spanilh children born here are of a very fweet nature, and docile ; of good wits, 
and take to learning very well. The men are loyal, faithful keepers of their word, 
friendly, and fuch as for their friends will venture any thing to defend them in their 
honour and fortunes, even with the hazard of their own, and their lives teo : they are 
very well difpofed to virtue, having good inclinations ; and thofe among them, who 
have taken to arrhs, have extremely fignalized themlelves. They are bred in great 
fimplicity, as being far from the corruption of the court, which generally improves the 
malice, and raifes the libertinifm of young people. The bifhopric of this city ts a poor 
one, not* being worth above two or three thoufand pieces of eight a year, becaufe, 
faugh the land is rich of itfelf, and that in which there are molt mines, yet the Decimes 
''tbs are very final], becaufe of thofe continual wars which this city has maintained 
u •’•inning j for we may fay, it has been nurfed with blood, and grown up in 
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arms, not havihg laid them down in ninety-five years, which is no fmall evidence of 
the gpod qualities of its inhabitants, and what it may be henceforward, when this dead 
we ight is 1 a.ken off. Another caufe of the fmall revenue of this bifhoprick, is the lofs 
of feven cities, fome of them the richcft of the kingdom, which all belonged to its 
diocefe. 

In the year i ^67, there was fettled a high court of chancery, which remained tittfhe 
year 1 1574, and afterwards it was removed^ to St. Jago, where it now is : and though its 
jurifdi&ion reaches as far as this city, there is little for it to do, becaufe the governors 
are generally prelent, to be nearer the garrifons, and countenance and affift the war, of 
which there is a continual neceflity. The garriibn is very numerous, and of choice 
foldiers, where every day they mount the guard, as it is pradifed in places of war. 
The general provides all the officers, even to the colonels ; but His Majcily names the 
treafurer and mufter-rnafter-gcneral, who is the fecond perfon after the governor : this 
is a port of great efteent, and no fmall value in this kingdom ; and there go through 
his hands three hundred ihoufand ducats of the King's money, which every year is to 
be diltributed among the officers and foldiers, who are enrolled in his books. 


CHAP. XIII. — The Governor Pedro de Valdivia profecutes his Gonqucjl , and founds the 
Cities of Imperial , Valdivia , and Villa Rica, and raifes three Forts in Arauco. 

THE Governor Valdivia hating fpent the year 1550 in peopling the city of the 
Conception, and defending himfelf in his fort again fl the continual attacks of the 
enemy, and having, at the fame time, informed himfelf more exactly of the country, 

. and its fertility, by the means of Captain Hyeronimo de AI derate, who had gone 
through it, and obferved the number of its inhabitants, refolved to go out of the Con- 
ception, and purfue his conqueft. In order to this, after having well provided his fort, 
left a garrifon in it, he fet out in the beginning of the year 1551. 

He took his way with his army by the plains of Angol, crolfing firfl the great river 
Biobio* and coming to that of Cauten, which, for its gentlenefs, is called the Ladies 
River, when joined with another very pleafant one near the fea : here he found great 
fettlcments of Indians, and founded the city of Imperial. This is one of the mofl 
agreeable fituations of the whole kingdom, being about three or four leagues from the 
fea, and thirty-nine leagues from the Conception, and a hundred and nine from the 
city ol St. Jago, in thirty-nine degrees of fouth latitude. All the territory of this city 
is very fruitful, bearing corn, and all forts of pulfc and fruits, though the black grapes 
do not ripen fo kindly as the white ones and the inufcadines : the country is not all 
plains and valleys, nor all hills, but rather a co ; . pofition of the whole ; the hills are 
gentle and tractable, with good pallure and fhelter for catt! ; ie ground does not 
want much watering, it having frequent and large dews that fertilize it. 1’he city was 
fituated upon a pretty ftifF hill, and the confluence of two navigable rivers; but the 
port is not good, for the flats there aic within three fathom and a half of depth. Here 
the governor met with fourlcore thoufand. Indians lettled, nay, fome authors fay, they 
were many more ; and all agree that they were a quiet and good-natured people, not 
at all fo warlike as the Araucanos. 

This city was the head of the bifhoprick, and it began to incrcafe at firft very much, 
by reafon of the excellency of its foil and fituation ; and if it had not been deftroyed, 
as we fliall fee hereaiter that it was, it would by this time have been a great city ; for 
it was already very well peopled, and mult have increafed, if the gold mines which are 
in its neighbourhood had- been wrought. 
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This city, which was the fourth ot this kingdom, being thus founded, the governor 
divided the territory, and gave the lordfhips to his conquerors, according to the./oyal 
privilege he had fo to do, that he might engage the Spaniards to enter more heartily 
into his enterprize. He took for himfelf the lordfhips of Arauco and Tucapel, as far 
as Puren, except fome manors that lie gave to others, to content all. Having left a 
force, which feemed fuflicient in the city of Imperial, he marched as far as Valdivia. 
Being come to that famous river, and defiring to pafs it, to conquer the land and 
people on the other fide, the brave Indian lady, called Reclonia, hindered him, offer- 
ing to pafs the river alone fwimming, and to reduce the Indians to his obedience, 
as lhe did, and we have already related in the ninth chapter of the firlt book ; and 
there likewil'e is a full deicription of the fituaiion of the city, and all its other qualities, 
which it was proper to make in that place, and fo it is not neceffary to repeat here. 
The governor having founded the city of Valdivia, erected a fort, and fettled all things 
as hei.had done at the Imperial. While he Rayed there to purfue his leftlement, he 
font Captain Hyeronimo de Alclerate to difcover the country as far as the Cordillera 
Nevada ; and he having fent to the governor relations of his difeoveries, as he went 
founded a town, which he called, by the excellency. Villa Rica, the appearances of the 
riches of that country being greater than any yet had been dil'covcrcd. 

Though the fituation he chofe feemed at Jirft to be the bell, yet in time it was 
refolved to change it, and place it upon a great lake, at the bottom of the Cordillera, 
and about fixteen leagues from the Imperial, and forty from the Conception. It has 
not fuch a plenty of com and wine as the others, but it has enough, and many other 
good qualities, which 1 omit, becaufe it being fince deflroyed with other cities, already 
mentioned, I am likewife forced to be filciit of their particular properties, and refer 
myfelf to the general hiffory of Chile, which will embrace all thole particulars. 

Thefe were the cities planted and peopled by the governor Valdivia ; and though 
I have not, as to thefe laff, made mention of the blood fpilt in gaining them, it is not 
to be imagined but that they colt dear enough, fince the conteit was with fuch war- 
like nations, that it feemed a great ralhnefs (and would have been fo without a par- 
ticular protection from heaven) to undertake fuch enterprizes. There are not wanting 
thofe who blame the governor Valdivia, judging that he did not moafure well his 
ftrength, but grafped more than he could hold, as he found by a fad experience at 
his own peril in a little time. r 

The authors who (peak of thefe attemps are full of* the commendation v>f the valour, 
patience, and fufferings of the CaRilians ; but all this would not have done, nor have 
fubjefted thofe people, nor twice that fore - could have prevailed againR them, if, 
becaufe they law them on horfe-back, and killing people at a diltance, they had not 
believed them to be Epunamones, by which name they called the gods they adored ; 
fo they imagined them to be immortal, and that they came from above with a potver 
to fend out thunderbolts like Cod : for halving never feen either finall arms, or great 
artillery, fhey thought the noife was thunder; and to this day that fort, of items is 
called Talca, which in their language fignilies thunder ; and out of the fame imagi- 
nation they called the Spaniards Virrcorhas, which is as much as to fay, feum of the 
fea, or a people come by fea, giving to umh-rRand, that thofe men, if they were 
men, were fent from God to febjoci them. This made them ready at lirft to mow all 
refpefl to the Spaniards, and kept them from rebelling, and relifting fo vigoroully 
as they did afterwards, though they always made fome opposition, particularly the 
Araucanos, who have ever been the eagles among lhe Indians. Valdivia having 1 , well 
obferved this, was content at prelent with what he had conquered, and returning to 

Arauco 
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Arauco by Furen and Tucapel, he caufed three ftrong houfes to be erefted in the 
dift^ice of eight leagues from one another, and in fuch places as might have an eafy 
communication together. Having thus fettled matters, he returned to the Conception, 
and fo to St. Jago ; from whence he difpatched Captain Ilyeronimo de Alderate to 
Caftile, to give the King information of the riches that were difcovered in that country, 
and its other good qualities ; ’as alfo a relation of the fettlemcnts made there, in order 
to obtain a fupply of people, which was granted. The cities newly iounded were in 
great danger of being loll ; for indeed they were more than our forces could protect, 
and the Indians fhewed great impatience, and fretted to fee foreigners fettle cities in 
their country, and erect forts and ftrong places for their fecurity. 

The governor being informed of this difpofition of the Indians, fet out from St. 
Jago with a lupply of men which he had received from Peru, under the conduct of 
Don Martin de Avendano, and relieved all the garrifons; which having done, and 
prefuming they were fafe, without reflecting on the danger that threatened him, he 
applied all his intention to give a beginning to the working of the gold mines for a 
de/ign he had. 

This was to go to Spain, and carry with him all the gold he could get together, to 
{hew the King the vnlt riches of the country, and to obtain lrotn Ilis Majelly thofe 
titles of honour which were generally bellowed upon the conquerors and difeoverers 
of thofe Indian kingdoms, and fo bring back a good force to fubduc them For this 
end he did two things ; the firlt, to fend to the llraights of Magellan, in the year 
1552, Francilco de Ulloa, that with two Ihips, which were equipped on purpofe, he 
might dil'cover all the ftraight, and give an account of it, fo that he might know how 
to undertake the voyage to Spain that way : the other thing he did, was to let people 
to work to find out new gold mines, which they eafily did, there being fo many in 
thefe parts; among which, the moll famous were the mines of Ouilacoya, four 
leagues front the city of the Conception ; and others in Angol, to work which he em- 
ployed twenty thouiand Indians, it is eafy to imagine how much gold fuch numbers 
of men might get from thofe mines, which had never been touched till then ; it was 
very great, and enough to enrich both governor and l’oldiers, which it did : and with 
tlie aequifition of fo much treafure, they began likewife to defpife their enemies ; who, 
while they were bufy in fearching the bowels of the earth for gold, were employed 
in thinking how tney Ihould recover their loft liberty, and free themfelves from the 
yoke of fubjeclion, which they, had never felt before. 

The city of the Conception went on profpering, becaufe of the great quantity of 
gold brought into it every day ; by which means the minds of the inhabitants were 
elevated in proportion, and the foldiers grew wanton and infolent. The governor 
being tainted with the fame difeafe of too much profperity, 'Kg’ cted to take notice of 
Thefe diforders; for the defirc of riches increafing by riches, which they faw every 
day fill their coffers, they were lei's attentive to that w hich ought moll to have drawn 
their attention, -which was their own and the King’s prefervation, and fo made way for 
that blow of fortune that laid them all along. 

The Araucanos were as uneafy, and continually plotting how to compafs their de- 
figns, and at laft reiblved to rife unanimouily againil the Spaniards, and take their 
revenge of them. To try how it would be taken they began to talk big, and carry 
themfelves haughtily, more like matters of the land than like fervants ; they quarrelled 
with one and the other, and lofing all refpeit drove the thing fo far as to kill fome 
Spaniards in thefe contefts : and then perceiving that thefe things were diflembled, and 
that their boldnefs had its defired effect, they grew every day more infolent; and at 
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laft being thoroughly fatisfied that the Spaniards were neither gods nor iUUUUiUUj 1IUA 
of any other fpecies than they, but fubjeft to all human infirmities, they began to fear 
them no longer, but refolvcd to fall upon them. 


CHAP. XIV. — The City of Angol is peopled, and the Indians rife againft the 

Spaniards. 

UPON occa/ion of the mines that were begun to be wrought in the dill riel of 
Angol, the governor Pedro de Valdivia fettled a city of that name there, which was 
alfo called the city of the confines. Some attribute this foundation to the Marquis of 
Cannette, Don Garcia Urtado de Mendoza, who governed after the death of Pedro de 
Valdivia: perhaps the reafon of this is, that the fituation of this city at ftrfl was three 
leagues from the place where it now /lands : fo it might be that Valdivia firft fettled 
it, and the Marquis removed it to the place it is now in, and that was ground enough 
to make him the founder. 

The prefent fituation is in a plain, very large and dilengaged, eight leagues from 
the Cordillera, and twenty from the Conception ; feme fay iixteen, which perhaps is 
caufed by the difference of its two fituations. Their longell day and longed; night are 
of fourteen hours and a half. The land is very fertile; fruits ripen very well : there 
is good wine, and good /tore of railins dried in the fun, figs, and other dried fruits ; 
a vaft quantity of tall cypreffes, which yield a very fweet-lcented wood, of which, 
Herrera fays, there is made a gum-lac. The great river Biobio runs by it, and ferves 
it for a wall and ditch on the lbuth fide; and on the north fide another plcafjnt 
rivulet comes running from hills of a moderate height, and turns many mills for the 
afe of the city. Thole whom I have known that have been born in this city, have 
jroved very gentle in their difpofitions, of good wits, and noble inclinations, very 
fiendly and real, and extremely loyal to the King,*as indeed all the Clitienians are, 
ooking upon that as the higheft punclo of their gentility. 

Now let us return to the Araucanos, w'ho were bufy in calling together their affem- 
rlies there, to treat how to caff off' the yoke of fervitude, and make themfelves 
nafters of that which was truly theirs. So it was, that the Caciques being poffeffcd 
jvith an opinion that their forces were not inferior to the Spaniards, began to call them 
ogether ; and they needed no incitements of pay or, money; for the love of their 
iberty, and poffeflions, and pofterity, was a fufficient Ypur to them, thinking every 
lay a year that kept them from engaging with their enemies, and conquering them. 
Hie Caciques that met were thefe : firft, Tucapel, a great butcher of Chriffians, with 
hree thoufand foldiers ; Angol, who was very brave, with four thoufand ; Cayocupil, 
vith three thoufand men, whom he brought from the Cordillera, as hardy as the rocks 
hey came from, and made to endure any labour ; Millarapue, an old man, of great 
vifdom, he brought five thoufand; Paicavi, with three thoufand ; Lemolenq, with fix 
houfand ; Mareguano, Gualemo, and Leucopie, each with three thoufand ; the robuft 
ilicuera, held for one of the ftrongeff men, -with fix thoufand, and they aniient ; and 
kief of all, Colocolo, with as many more. Ongolmo offered four thoufand ; and 
’uren fix thoufand ; Lin coy ce, who was of the ftature of a giant, offered to bring more 
ban any ; Peteguclen, lord of the valley of Arauco, from whence the whole took their 
ante, came with fix thoufand ; and the famous Caupolican, and his two neighbours 
i’home and Audalican, and many others, kept themfelves ready to come in. with their 
ibjetts. They met, according to their cuftom, to eat and drink at their appointed 
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rendezvous, for*that never is omitted in thefe aflemblies ; and having been unanimous 
in the Jfirft and chief point, vvnich was to rife, there was fome difference about the choice 
of a general, every one defiring to have that command, as it generally happens in fuch 
ele&ions ; every one allcdging their particular merits; the one his valour, another his 
experience, another his good fortune, and none feemed to want a pretence for obtain- 
ing their defire. They grew warm in this ambitious conteft, and would have come to 
blows, if the old and wile Colocolo, by his prudence and authority, had not quieted 
them, and reduced them to confent to choofe Caupolican, not only as the braveft 
foldier, but the ablcfl chief. This done they all fwore obedience to him, and promifed 
to obey his orders, for the better carrying on of their common defign. 

The Spaniards had, as we have already mentioned, three callles for their fecurity, 
artd one of them was near .the pod where this aiiembly was kept ; and the Indians, 
proud and impatient, had a mind to attack it immediately ; but Caupolican, their ge- 
neral, forbid it, in order to do it with more dexterity and fafety. Me commanded I^ilta, 
who performed tlm place of fergeant-gener.il, to choofe him out four-fcore foldiers, of’ 
the bravefl, and Inch as were lead known to the Spaniards, and the Indians their 
friends: thefe he put under the coin] nil of two very brave men, Cayaguano and Alca- 
tipay, and ordered them to enter the cadle with their arms by this ftratagem. The 
Araueanos, though in peace, were not permitted to enter the caftle, except fuch as 
ferved the Spaniards ; and thefe entered often with their loads of grafs, wood, and ' 
other nceeffarios for the garrifon. Caupolican ordered thefe four-fcore men to feign 
thendeives to be lervants of the Spaniards, and having hid their arms in the grafs they 
carried, to ani’wer nothing, but protend they did not hear if they were afked any ques- 
tions : they acted their parts to the life, fome counterfeiting lamenefs, others weari- 
nefs, fo that thev were all let in without fufpicion ; then they took their arms out of 
the grafs, and fell unanimoufly upon the Spaniards, who were much aflonifhed at lo 
unforefeen a bo ldncfs. However, they gave the alarm, and all coming out of their 
quarters, refilled thOm, fo as to kill fome of the Indians : the others either out of fear 
of the Spaniards, or on purpofe to draw them out of the caftle in their purfuit, retired, 
on purpofe to gain time till their general Caupolican could come up with his army; 
which he did with a very numerous one, and forced the Spaniards to retire to their fort. 
He beiieged them in it, and after having killed many of them, thole who remained 
alive were glad to leave the poll, and get away, judging it better to retire to Puren, 
lell. they fhoulfl lofe all ; whereas .being joined to the garrilon of Puren, they might 
belter refill the enemy, though he was very povviul, and much elevated. 

The news of this invafion foon reached the Conception, and the governor Pedro de 
Valdivia, who was then there, began prefently to mnlider how to remedy fo great a 
tnifehief. Some blame him as tardy in doing of it ; forte fee .re be treafure of the 
minets, where (as Herrera fays) he had fifty thmifand valfals at work to get gold for 
him. Before he went to fuccour tliofe in Puren, he went out of his way, and flayed 
the erecting eff a fort at the mines, which took him fo much time, that lie, came later 
than was requifite to their relief. But, indeed, if any thing was ill done by him, it 
was the making too much halle ; for without flaying for the relief and fuccours he 
might have received from ihc other cities, he fot out with a force not ftrong enough 
to encounter that of Caupolican : his courage deceived him ; for being elevated with 
his fucceffes, and trufling to his fortune, he ran into the precipice, a§ we fhall fhew 
in the following chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CIIAP. XV. — The Governor Pedro de Valdivia , and all hix People, are killed bj the 

Indians.— The famous Action of Lautaro is relatedy that being the chief Caufe of this 

Event. i 

THE time of this great captain’s death was now come ; all things, therefore, feemed 
to concur to that end. The prefent remedy that was to be applied to this mifehief, to 
flop its prog-refs, and the delay of thofe fuccouis he expected from the other garrifom, 
were all combining caufes : his heart mifgave him at his fetting out from Tucapel. He 
had fent out parties to bring him an account of the ftate of the enemy, but none came 
back : this gave him forne apprehenfion, but being engaged, it was neceffary to go cm. 
He had fent out fcouts, as I laid, and had fcarcely gone two leagues on- his way to them, 
but he faw the heads of two of them hanging upon a tree : this increafed his feat, and 
he confulted with thofe with him, whether it would not be rafli to proceed. The young 
men were of opinion, that it would be a leflening of their reputation to turn their backs 
to danger, though there came to them an Indian of their friends, and ueiired them not 
to proceed, becaufe Caupolican was at Tucapel with twenty thou land Indians, and that 
the hazard they ran was manifeil ; but he followed on his way, and came within fight 
of the enemy: they foon engaged, and the battle was cruel on both rides, fo that for 
a great while no advantage could be perceived, becaufe the brave actions on botlk rides 
kept vi&ory in fufpence. 

After a good while of this contention, the Spaniards began to prevail, and to cry 
Viva Efpanna , or Live Spain ; with which, recovering new vigour, the Indians feemed 
to give way, when (as Arzilla, in his Araucana, fays) the famous Lautaro, an Indian, 
who had been bred page to the governor Valdivia, having more regard to the love of 
his native country and his liberty, than for the education he received, #nd the fidelity 
he owed his mailer, went over to the Indians, and fpoke to them in ‘this manner : — 
“ What is this, brave Araucanos ? Do you turn your backs when your liberty is con- 
cerned, your country, your liberty, your polteriiy ? Either recover your liberty, or 
lofe your lives; for it is alefs misfortune to die, than to live Haves. Do you inlend s to 
(lain the glory of your ancellors, acquired for lb many ages pall, in one hour ? Re- 
member you are defeended from thole wh© gained that renown by refilling their enemies, 
and not flying from them ; and fuch as feared not ..to lofe bot h lives and fortunes to 
preferve their fame : drive away all fear, generous foldiers, and either live free, or die.” 
With thefe words he fo inflamed the minds of his friends, that, defpifing death, they 
returned with fury to invade thofe whom before they flew from. Lautaro, to encourage 
them the more, led them on, fhaking his lance againll the governor, his mailer ; who, 
furprifed at his aftion, cried, “ Traitor, what doll thou do ?” To which he anfWered 
only with a thruft or two, animating his people to do the fame. This renewed the fight, 
and they aU ldblvcd, by the example and exhortations of lautaro, to copquer, or die ; 
which they performed with fo much fury, that the concern of both rides was now at the 
highell, and the contention only who fhould venture farthell into danger. JVIatljr Spa- 
niards and Indians fell on both rides, and Lautaro Hill encouraged his countrymen with- 
out any relenting. Valdivia did the fame by the Spaniards, and (hewed hitnfelf every 
jvhere, in the {.created: danger, without the lea ft, apprehenfion, though he.&W, KJ^ny of 
tfie braveft of his men fall by the lword. One would. have thought tbeindiahs Had 
but juft begun to engage, to fee how like lions, they fell on, ’ and begun to find victory 
incline to their fide, till at laft there fell fo many Spaniards, dm Valdivia was alraoft 
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left alone. In tllis extremity, he went afide with his chaplain to confefe his fins, that 
being the principal thing he Held now to do. The Indians gave him but little time to 
make his peace with heaven ; for a great troop of them fell upon him with darts and 
lances, killing the chaplain, and, taking him prifoner, they brought him alive to their 
general, for the laft triumph of their victory. 

This hitherto unconquered captain appeared in the prefence of the great Caupoli- 
can, his hands tied behind him as captive, his face all bloody, though venerable. 
He aiked his life as a favour ; he who a little before hail it in his power to grant it 
his enemies. He turned his eyes towards bis Lautaro, and, with their language, 
feemed to defire him to intercede for him who had been his lord and mafter, and by 
whofe means he was in this extremity. He promifed Caupolican, if he might have 
his life, to withdraw all his forces, and leave the country free from their incum- 
brance. lie made oath of this feveral times, and perfuaded with fo much eloquence 
his hearers, that Caupolican, who was as generous as brave, began to relent, and 
incline to compaflion. But the grealeft part faid it was madnefs to trull; to* any 
words or promiles of a captive, who was forced to humble himfelf ; but that when he 
fhould be free, he would do that which Ihould be moll for his advantage. However, 
the difpute between them increafed, and no doubt but Lautaro would have inclined to 
mercy ; for if he fought again!! his mafter, it was not out of any hatred to his perfon, 
but out of the gieat kindnefs he had to his country, which, with the defire of liberty, 
prevailed over file gratitude he owed for the good ufage he had Deceived at his hands ; 
but nothing of this was able to appeafe the vulgar, though Caupolican was inclined to 
clemency ; fo they forced him to pronounce his death, and to execute it immediately in 
hot blood, though they differed in the manner of it ; for fome fay that they poured 
melted gold into his mouth, bidding him once for all content his thiill for that metal 
which lie had fo inlatiably coveted : others fay, that one of thofe Caciques, bearing 
impatiently that it Ihould bear a queftion whether he Ihould live or die, gave him a blow 
on the head with a *01110 ; which Caupolican re fen ted highly, as a want of rclped to 
him. That which 1 find molt ptobablc is, that according to the cullom of the Indians, 
they made flutes and trumpets of the bones of his legs and thighs, and kept his head as 
a teftimony of fo reinarakblc a v idiot y, and to animate their youth to undertake the like 
actions, as they might fee by this their fathers had done. Thus I have heard it 
related. « 

Of all the Spanilh army, it is faid there efcaped only two Indian friends, who, taking 
advantage of the obfeurity of the night, hid themi’elvcs in a thicket, fiom whence cieep- 
ing out as well as they could, they came to the Conception, and bi ought the news of 
this fatal event. The city was immediately full of confufion and complaints, the 
women crying and bewailing the lofs of their hulbands and foi -■ ■ ftieis that of their 
fathers and relations, and altogether the common calamity of tlicir city, in which they 
were all equally concerned. 


®HAP. XVI. — What happened, after the Death of the Governor Pedro Vdldkda. 

Tfffi enemy having obtained fo remarkable a vi&ory, their general Caupolican 
commanded the retreat to be founded, and called a council, to confider whether, or no, 
it would be bell to follow -their blow warmly. Many were of opinion’it would be molt 
expedient fo foil upon the efties immediately, before they could prepare few them ; yet 
Caupolican, altar having heard, them all, refolved to do other wife. It is better, laid 
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. homesi thaa fo ga^fetfi. 

5ght with more yak>ur; let tfiern come to feefc psifi «' 

re we are fore of.a Me retreat : let us give our enemies a free ac< 
have our fituation to befriend us ; and, in the meantime, odr horfee and 
refrelh themfelVes : and if they out of fear (which I believe they will not) 
feek us out,' we may attack them when we will. Having fpoke thus, he t< 
by the hand, and having pubjicly commended him, by attributing to- him 
anxithe liberty of his country, he, by confent of all, made him hu.Ueuten 
and gave him leave to chufe out the men he would have to ferve aimer' him. 


pitch upon *a fit poft to expect the Spaniards in. Lautaro -was no 
Well fet, and ftrong, induftrious, cautious, of good couh|el, 
fioned, very brave, as we have feen, and ihall fee hereafter. 

To celebrate this victory, the Indians folemnized public^arai 




JJL manpltut 

’Pa"" 

g,tt 

ping, and other proofs of their ftrength and dexterity they great fesafeng 

with 'dancings, and for feveral days did nothing but rejoice and befliiry’; tJUtftiU ttmh- 
ojit forgetting to be upon their guard, as men that expected their enenties *vdw^H.,^hfty 
prefumed defirous of revenge. ' 

Francifco de Villagran was lieutenant-general to Valdivia when he was killed j who 
remaining chief in command, affembled all he could to go and take vengeance of the' 
enemy for this defeat. Setting out, he came as far as Arauco } and being come to ‘ft, 
*'Hgh, mountain in the way, he found 1-autaro on the top of it, with ten thoufand 
Without having fent out any to diftuib the Spaniards’ march } for he had left all the, 
l^ppffes eafy, to oblige them to come to that place : it was not far from the fea, which 
wafhed the foot of the mountain on one fide ; the coming up on the other fide was ea$ ;■ 
J1 the reft was precipice $ but the top was a plain fit to draw up in, and very proper 
ftr his defign. 

■ *Thc Spanifh general being in prefence, the armies began to draw up on both fides* 
and, not to make the Indians too prefumptuous, he ordered" three -troops of horfe to 
begin the charge, in hopes to draw the Indians from their poft, but in vain ; for<hougft 
they made three attacks, yet Lautaro would not ftir, but received them with fhoW§jk,ofj 
arrows, Hones, and darts, which made them retire fafter than they came on. Out' 
people, who could not break this battalion, with the evident danger of foiling into 
tqpices, did what they could, but with littje effect, only tiring 'their ’ ^ ' r ■* 

<efiemy kept his poft, not a man of them ftirring out r of his rani 
permit fome of the braveft to go out, and defy the Spaniards 

C ’e forth, among the reft, a brave youth, called Curioman, who 
Id throw his lance with that dexterity, that he wounded n 
Iff did this feven times, and, at the eighth, Villagran, being ve 
boldnefs, commanded a famous foldier, called Diego liano, 
faience, which he did ; and it was all his high Courage an 
pie Spaniards feeing themfelves tired, and that all the move <ivr , r , n 
' little, and that the Indians were taking the paffes behind, them, *began to' 

" which at firft tfiade a great fiaughteramong the Indians. LautanM' 
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both fidiminra bravely maintained, Lautaro relieving and *nt 
igran did his, both of them doing the parts both of general and fot. 

Ivw to the greateft danger. He that fignalfced his valour mofton 
— ^'^Captain Pedro Olmos de Aquillera, killing with his own '] 

he Indians. Our army was encouraged with his valour, wbidt 
noblf njfkmily fo fpread in Andalufia : he was feconded by th£ 
l&Snd niany others, who performed wondeVs in this battle, 
ry bloody, and in fufpenfe to the laft. The enertty was 
[to ©or forces, and, therefore, the vifitory began to incline to 
. niacin the general, and fome others, wbuld rather have rime* 
r, than turn their backs, yet the greateft part judging that tfcewi 
t a vigorous retreat, and that it would be rafhnefs to perfift in fo 
ddperate' a cafe, they began to retire, fighting and defending themfelves ; but. the 
enemy, elevated with this fuccefs, followed clofe, and having knocked Villagran off 
tils Jbtprfe, they had made an end of him, if he* had not valiantly defended himfelf 
t^fr&en of bis men came to his relief. 11 M ‘ ) 

‘ ’v'-'lhefe famous commanders did not obtain lefs glory in this rdfreat, than if thrf jw rf 
I> a victory ; for the enemy following them tor fix leagues together, being a hunl 
"to one, and having feized upon moft of the paffes, and the numbers ftifl atof^r 
"ihg, yet the Spaniards made a noble defence, and killed many of them. Thole V " w 
efcaped from mis engagement, came with the fed news of the ill fuccefs to the < "" 

Aj “ Conception, which fet all the inhabitants in an uproar, mingled with lan^ 

*#ies, eVew one beingin fome meafure concerned in the calamity; for betw 
““rds and friendly Indslhs, there died in this engagement two thoufend five hi. 
One would have thought the day of judgment had been come, to fee the cd 
that wad in the city upon this news ; one laments the death of his father, ai ‘ 
hufband j fome cry tor their fons, fome for their brothers ; the women 
i off their hair, fill the air with, lamentable cries ; the children cl 
for their loft fathers, which is more grievous to them 
1 of thefe horrors, night came on, in which no one could 
nory of their misfortune* keeps the foul attentive, without 





























204 OVAlLt’s HISTORICAL RELATION 0 &!£MUJ 6 . 

*1 * 

When the news of this refolution c^me to St.Jago, many looked Ujpon it as a fable, 
not bang capable of imagining that the Indians had bolanefs enhfigh to *te*©bfo 
far to attack them ; but tnofe who were come back from the city of the {kHweptkm 
undeceived them, as knowing by experience Lautaro’s courage ; they therefore ferofied 
the place, and provided it : they alfo fent out parties to engage the enemies, m the 
occalion offered : but Lautaro forced them to return in hafte to carry the MSWSy and 
yet fome remained behind too. 

Francifco de Villagran, the lieutenant-general, was fick at this time ; and fo fent bis 
coufm Pedro de Villagran, with all the force he could make, to meet Lautaro ; they 
lodged within half an hour from the fort which the Indians had raifed Upon the Rio 
Claro j the next day they entered the fort without any refinance j for Lautaro had 
'Cunningly ordered his men to feein to fly, that he might catch the Spaniards in the 
fort ; and fo, when he faw his time, he gave the fignal, and his men fell on the 
Spaniards like lions, who had enough to do to make their retreat, and efcape from 
their hands. The Indians followed them for a league, doing them much mifchief, 
though they defended themfelves with great valour. Lautaro feigned a fecond rime to 
fly ; and our people being reinforced, engaged him a-frelh. They attacked his fort, 
and gave three aflaults to it ; where they were received with fhowers of arrows, darts, 
and Hones, and at laft forced to retire to a valley ; whence they defigned to return, 
and try their fortune again : but Lautaro faved them the trouble ; lor relolving to 
make an end of them all at once, and in order to it feigning that he wanted provifions, 
he fent to our camp to demand fome. His project was to let in a river upon the Spa- 
niard's camp, which he could do conveniently, becaufe it was already in dams and 
canals ; and fo having made a marlh of the ground where they lodged, fo as they 
Ibould not be able to ftir, feize all the paries behind them. But Villagran having 
difeovered this ilratagem, raifed his camp, and letired to St. Jago, to the great difap- 
pointment of the enemy. 

Yet this did not make Lautaro give over his defign ; for confidixing that he could 
not attack St. Jago, which was well provided with men and ammunition, except he 
had a greater ftrength, he railed a fort in a valley to cover himfelf, while his fuccours 
ifhould arrive, and enable him to attack St. Jago. 1 hofe of the city were making, 
urith great care, preparations for their defence •, and had fent for fuccours to all the 
other cities. Their general Villagran had fent out upon this defign ; and tfya^ing as 
if'he was going to Arauco, had on a fudden marched to the Imperial, from tdnttce 
he -brought many good men away with him ; and while Lautaro was .railing his 
fort, Villagran, guided by an Indian, came fwiftly and filently upon ijStutarp, and 
attacked his fort. In the firft afiault that was given, Lautaro htmfglfi felt, wounded by 
an arrow which ftruck him to the heart ; thus ended that valiant obtain of the $f kpr 
canoe. His foldiers were not at all difeouraged with this mi&fbrtqne of their generkl ; 
but rather enraged with fuch a lofs, and a defire to revenge^us death, they frit like 
lions upon the Spaniards, taking no quarter at their hands* There were on DOtfi Jides 
great actions performed ; but the refolution of the Indians was the noblell in did V-’orfd, 
preferring their glory to their lives, which they hufbanded fo little, that thojogh* rijey 
wgf^fafok/e, and but few left in a fighting attention, yet, they rati upon the ftaduaros’ 
with their hands pulled them into their bodies, p come clpfe 
revenge jtheir desjth with his, or aj leaft dig in, ’ 
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cHAfcxxii. — Din Garcia ^Huttado de Mendoga coma to the Government of Chile ; — 
nh h&t happened at his Arrival , and in the Engagement he had with the Araucanos. 


> AFTJER' the death of Pedro de Valdivia, there was application made from Chile to 
the viceroy of Peru, who is to provide a governor till the king can fend one, that is, 
both prefident and governor independent of Peru. The viceroy at this time was Don 
Ahtonio Hurtado de Mendoza, marquis of Canete, who governed with great zeal and 
a prudent feVerity, making exemplary punifhments where they were neceffary, by 
which he fecured- the country. He had then with him hisfon Don Garcia Hurtado 
de*Mendo$a, who afterwards fuccceded him in his viceroylhip, with as much applaufe 
and efteem of the world. The embaffadors from Chile delired him of his excellency 
the father for their governor, which he granted. King Philip the fecond had appointed 
the Adelantado Hyeronimo de Alderete, to fucceed the governor Pedro de Valdivia, 
whofe death was known at court ; but the news came likewife that Alderete was dead 
at the ifland of Taboga near Panama. The viceroy’s fon having raifed a good body of 
horfe, fent fome of them by land with the horfes, and he embarked with the refl ; 
and after a hard ftorm, in which they had like to have been all loft, he arrived in the 
bay of the city of the Conception, and landed upon the illand of Quinquina, to 
inform himfelf from thence of the ftate of the country. The people of the iiland, who 
were fierce and wai like, took arms when they faw the (hips draw near the harbour, 
and pretended to hinder the Spaniards from landing ; but having no fire-arms, as foon 
’ as the cannons of the (hip began to fire, they gave way. As foon as the governor 
landed he publiftied the defign of his coming, that the Indians might know it : which 
was, to fave their fouls by the predication of the gofpel, and reconcile them to God by 
the means of fraptifm ; and to confer that facrament, he had with him religious men 
of the famous orders of St. Francis and Mercede : that if they would fubmit to that, 
he wodld treat with them in the name of the emperor Charles V. This declaration 
reached the ears of the Araucanos : and there affembled at Arauco fixteen caciques. 


and many other captains, to treat about what was beft for them to do in this cafe ; and 
though many youth f ul and arrogant fpeeches were made, according to their ufual 
haughtinefs, which made them defpife all good counfel and peace, yet die old and pru- 
dent GoIqcoIo reft rained their pride with prudent reafons, and periuaded them to trejit 
with the Spaniards, fince they were by them invited to do it. “ It cannot hurt us, ” 
faid he, {t -td hear them ; we (hall liaye our forces as ftrong ftill to maintain our right, 
if they demand unjtift things. ” This opinion was followed by the moft prudent among 
them j and they fent for their ambaflador the Cacique Milalan, a man of great rhetoric 
apd eloquence afmqng tbetai giving him order to treat with the Spaniards, and obfetve 
Wtfcl tjheir 'ftrengjtb| that he fhottld (how inclinations to peace, to draw them»to 
li$d 'dfUtlw* continent, and fcrfake the illand, hoping that the defire of gold 'Wt$dd 
ftjfojft thdm to go further into the country. Milalan came to the governor’s Hint f.^Hid 
^H^lg^nall but civil bow, faluted him* and the other Spaniards that wemaridh $gto ; 

*chearful countenance he defiVered his meffuage. He faid, “.thutftns coun- 
•" :i .r'^.''¥^tfted th$,’ ferine, Of peactf that were propofed, and (hould obferve thofe 
w rifbftto'f $ffsf or ^pprehenfion caufedin thetp by the arrival of 

pouter; was great enough to terrify them, having'fidfictently 
experienced tnm'lew^th i» «,fofccefs they had hitherto bgd but that iVhich moved 
them was the companion tha^had’ %sfo manyt’-'inndeent people, (b many iVOmen and 

chib 



206 


©valijs's nrsToarcAL kelationt of .chile.* 


f 


children, who , 1 upon occafion of this war, remained widows and orphans : that upon 
fair terms they would own the King of Spain, upon condition that he did Hot concern 
himfelf any ways with their liberty or rights ; that ifahey had any thought of afidag by 
violence, and making them flaves, they wouid fooner eat their own children, a sad kill 
themfelves, than fuft'er it. ” * ^ 

The governor anfwered him with all affurance of as good treatment as they expe&ed ; 
aftd having tnade him fome prefents, difpatched him back to give an account of his 
emb&ffy : but this was not fufficient fecurity for either fide ; fo they remained Upon 
their guard. The Indians obferving the caution of the Spaniards, to give them more 
fecurify, feigned to difmifs their forces, but fecretly gave them orders to Hand upon 
their guard, and not lay down their arms, but be ready upon any occafion that might 
happen ; yet the Spaniards for all this did not think fit to land upon the continent, 
but flayed two months upon the ifland where they firft landed, till the winter was 
ehtirojy over. About the ipring, they fet on Ihore about one hundred and thirty men 
of the braveft among them, to raife a fort, as they did, upon the top of an hill which 
overlooks the city of Penco (otherwife called the city of the Conception). Under the 
protection of this fortrefs, the reft of the Spaniards went out of the ifland, hoping 
that in a little time, their horfes, which were coming by land, would arrive, having 
fome news of them ; in the mean time they cut wood and fafcines to fortify their camp, 
the governor and the commanders lhewing an example to the reft in the labour of 
intrenching themfelves, and cutting of wood, as if they had never done any thing elfe 
all their life-time. They brought it to perfection in a little time, and planted upon it 
eight field-pieces, with all other neceflary provifions for their defence. 

The Araucanos, who were watching their motions, no fooner faw them bufy in 
their fort, but, without expecting any further proof of their intentions, which they 
took to be for war, called immediately an aflembly, and with all their ftrengih came 
like lions, with a refolution to demolifn the new fort. They took up their polt at Tal- 
caguano, about two miles from the Spaniards’ fort, and about break of day they gave 
an alarm, and having firft challenged out many Spaniards to fingle combat, they at 
laft fell on in a body, with no more fear of the cannon-bullets than if they had been of 


Cotton or wool, knowing, that though they received at firft fome damage, it could laft 
no longer than till the battalions were engaged. With this refolution they fejfcffi n like 
lions, and fome of them got over the fortifications ; amongft whom was who 

did wonderful aCtions. Neither were the Spaniards unprepared for theiH, extra- 

ordinary things, which it were too long to deferibe in particular, thougppne a&ions 
Here fuch as very well deferve it. jji* 

The Spaniards who were in the ifland and aboard the fhips, beating 0 f the" danger 
of their companions, came to their affiftance, and by the help of God, who aided them, 
joihed their friends : and then thus united they began to prevail over the Araucttdhs, 
who, finding themfelves inferior, and having loft many of their braveft men, began 
to retreat, aft but Tucapel, who having flayed laft, and being forely weundeSd, yet 
mode his efcape from the Spaniards, whom he left full of admiration of his valour and 
refolution. 

’About this time the horfes which Came from St. Jago arrived, and with the|» ! ® 
tioop Of good horfemen from the Imperial. The enemies muttered all .their fqreest 
aniTthe Spattiardsowent to, feek them in the valley, of Arauco, Where the*) had another 
vefystdbody engagement : the Araucanos fed, or rathfe*' retired? and- -the Spaniards 
havfng'ftjSJtefi erne prifeuer called Cuatoarino, they , in order to tepnfyihe reflyout of 
both hid hands; but the Araucaaos were fo hs frpm bring terrified by.it, that this 
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enraged them ihe more ; for Gualbarino himfelf being returned to Ids countrymen, 
went up anddown, begging them to revenge the injury done to him, which they 
aft looked Upon as their own. Caupolican their general fent to challenge the governor 
Don* Garcia with all his ftrength, telling him, that he would Itay for him in his camp, 
which he moved near the Spanilh camp, which was at Millarapue. He came over 
night ; and the next day prefented them battle ; which was as well difputed as the 
reft, both fides fighting with extreme valour. The Indians preffed the Spaniards fo 
hard, that vi&ory had declared for them, had not a Spanilh battalion, in which alone 
remained all the Spaniards’ hopes, charged fo defperateiy among the Indians, that they 
were forced to retire, and leave the field to the Spaniards ; but their retreat was with 
great honour and reputation. It is related, that in this engagement fome of the neigh- 
Souring Indians were made prifoners: and that though they were put to a rnoft 
exquifite torture, to force them to reveal fomething that the Spaniards wanted to 
know, yet they remained conftant and true to their country, as if they had been jnfen- 
fible of pain. The Spaniards had here a confiderable advantage ; for, bolides many 
dead enemies whom they left upon the fpot, they took twelve prifoners of the chief 
among the Indians, whom they hanged upon fo many trees for an example to the reft ; 
and among them that fame Gualbarino ; who not only Ihewed in dying an intrepid 
mind, but encouraged the others : and among the reft a Cacique, who began to fear 
anti beg his life ; to whom Gualbarino fpoke before all with fo much haughtinefs, 
taxing his bale cowardice as if he had been the conqueror, and not the conquered, 
which ftruck the Spaniards with fuch admiration, that they were befide themfelves, 
From this place our camp marched to the valley where Valdivia was loft. Here 
• the Spaniards raifed a good lort ; from whence they made their excurfions upon the 
enemy, endeavouring to advance their conquefts, but not without danger of being 
often cut oft'; particularly the hazard they ran at a narrow pafs, caufed by the moun- 
tains on the way to Puren, where they were attacked by the Indians, and very hard 
fet by them, whom they might have deftroyed if they had not fallen to plunder the 
baggage ; for a company of Spaniards obferving this milcariiage, feized on a fpot oa 
the top of a hill, from whence with their finall {hot they fo galled the Indians below, 
that they fled in confufion to avoid fuch a tempeft, leaving the Spaniards matters of 
the field, but much .weakened : having been forely handled in this rencounter, they 
refired to their camp, where they were ■> received with great demonllration of joy. 
After this, Having a good garrifon in the fort, well provided for two months, the 
governor went to vifit the other cities, to ftungthen them, and provide them with 
neceflaries againft all attacks, which they had reafon to fear ; for Caupolican, enraged 
that in three months he had loft three vi&ories, had called a general aflembly ; where 
it was refolved never to give over, but either die or conquer, tlr t they might drive 
ot$ the Spaniards, and reftore their country to its liberty. 


<2HA$. XXIII. — More Events of War, — The Death and Converfton of Caupolican. 

JfeAUFOLICAN followed his defighs, but fortune feemed to be weary of affifting 
hbft'i iforlttftnoft rencounter* he came off either worfted, or entirely defeated, and the 
vl«ory-^y<|awi ou$*>f;,jhia:;tia»ds when he thought himfelf fure of at : this made his 
begin Id ! |row vjwafyof Ids command ; and the vulgar began to cenfure his 
eoadaft as too temife and that *jhe deflate of preferring hjs power, and being general, 
made him jugMu jht «nd to the *»*. 

’ * ‘ . Cau- 
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Caupolican beiiig informed of thefe fufpipons ofhis own people, called a new 
affembly, in which he propofed methods of carrying on the war, fo as«they plight 
obtain an entire liberty. This was unanimoufly agreed to, with a firm Tefoluacm 
of not giving it over till they either conquered or died. This refolution homing to 
the knowledge of the governor Don Garcia Hurtado de Mendoza, who was gope, as 
we have feen to the city of the Imperial, to fortify it, he difpatched to the fort advice of 
what palTed, and fent them a competent relief. " 

Amongft other deligns pitched upon by Caupolican, the firft was to furpria# the 
Spaniards in their fortrefs by a ftratagem before they were aware of him, , and fo 
mailer the place. The other captains of repute, Rengo, Orompello, and Tucapel, 
who were ufed to lead always the van-guard, did not approve of his proje6t j >hnd fo 
let him go by himfelf with his own forces, they fcorning, as they laid, to obtaih a 
victory by fraud or furprize. Caupolican let out then by himfelf ; and being come 
withip three leagues of the Spanifh fortrefs, he fent out his fpies to obferve their idifpo- 
fition, and how they might be moft eafily circumvented. He chofe for this purpofe 
one of his belt captains, whofe name was Pran, a cunning fagacious man, and prudent, 
with a great deal of ready wit. This captain difguifed himfelf ; and putting on the 
habit of an ordinary Indian, he went alone, and without arms, as a private perfon, to 
the fortrefs of the Spaniards. He entered the fort without fufpicion, or being known 
by the other friendly Indians, with whom he foon grew acquainted ; and walking up 
and down, he obferved our camp and forces, and took particular notice of the time of 
day .that our men ufed to be lead upon their guard, which was generally at noon, 
when they went to fleep, to repair their ftrength, which was wafted by their night- 
watches. 

. There was in the Spanifh fort a young Indian, (not like Lautaro, in whom the love 
ofhis country prevailed over his duty to his mailer,) but of another temper ; his name 
was Andres, fervant to a Spanifh gentleman, and very much inclined to all the Spa- 
nifh nation. Pran had made a great friendfhip with this young man ; and one day, as 
they were going together in the fields to feek out fome provifion, as they ufed to do, 
talking from one thing to another, Pran difeovered himfelf entirely to his friend Andres ; 
perfuading him to help on the defign he came about, fince upon its fucccfs the liberty 
of the whole nation depended. Andres, who was not lefs fagacipus and prudent than 
Pran, promifed him all he could defire : but dilfembled all the while. This being 
fettled, they agreed, that each of them fhould return Jiome to his camp, and that th< 
next day Andres fhould come to a certain poft they agreed on, and there Prat 
fhould meet him, and carry him to Caupolican’s quarters, where he might fettle al 
matters with him. Pran went back to the Indians’ camp, overjoyed that he had fuc 
ceeded fo well, as he thought : he gave a particular account of all file bufinefe t< 
Caupolican, while Andres did the fame to Captain Reynofo, who commanded ki th* 
Spanilh fort. If God Almighty had not by this way delivered the Spaniards out o 
this imminent danger, they muff have perifhed ; for naturally Andres ought tb hav< 
been of the fide or his own countrymen. ; \ > 

According to what had been agreed between them, Andres came the nextdayd| 
the affignation, where he met with his friend Pfan y and they went together to Caupjl 
lican, who received them with all demonftrations of joy and confidence, {hewing him 
hia^mp and all b.is army ; the refult was, that he fhould aflaplt the Spatiiar<$iii^eiifie]fi; 
day about noon. Andres Went back to the Spaniard^' to infoirn them of afi 
and by that Captain Reynofo knew how to difpofe everf thih| lo ^cave thekte&k, 
Caupolican came at the time appointed with a| hid .Iikfiaas, the gfkt^l part of which 
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were lutterea to enter, the Spaniards making as if they were afleep ; but on a fudden, 
upon a fign given, they rofe up like lions, and making a furious difcharge on thofe 
entered, the horfe fallied to engage thofe who had remained without, of whom the}' 
made a great flaughfer. The furprize of the Indians was fo great, that few of them 
could make their efcape ; but Caupoiican, with ten more, laved himfelf by bve-paths, 
though he was hotly purfued ; the Indians that were overtaken, Hill denying they knew' 
any thing of him, and neither threats nor gifts could oblige them to reveal what they 
might know before. 

But it being very hard there fliould not be one traitor among many loyal men, the 
Spaniards light at lalt upon one of his foldiers, who was difcontented that he had not 
been advanced according to his pretenfions, who betrayed to them where he was : this 
man guided them by a fecret path to a place u'hcre they could not be difeovered, and 
from thence fhew'ed them a very thick wood, about nine miles from Ongolmo, where 
rn a thicket by a river fide, over a precipice, this brave man had hid himfelf if 11 he 
could get a new army, and rally his men. 

The Spaniards came upon him on a fudden, and furprifed him with the few that were 
with him ; and though he did all that was in his pow'er to defend himfelf, yet they 
mafiered him. His wife feeing him a prifoner, and his hands tied behind him, called 
him coward, and uied all the opprobrious language to him that was poffible. 

Caupoiican w as defervedly among the Indians the molt valued of their generals ; and 
accordingly, in an affembly of fixteen Caciques, all fovercign lords, w r ho met to raife 
an army againfl the Spaniards, he had the chief command given him. This was the 
man who, with fourfeore bold fellows, furprifed the caitle of Arauco, and overcame the 
Spaniards in a bloody encounter without the city walls : this w'as he who durft expeft 
the general Valdivia in open field, and routed him and his whole army, fo as there was 
not one Spaniard left alive : this was he who deftroyed Puren, and lacked Penco, not 
leaving one Hone upon another in it, the Spaniards having been all frighted away by 
the terror of his» name: this, in fine, was the man who managed all the war with 
fuch fuccefs, by his military fkill and valour, that his authority was every where re- 
fpe£tcd. This great man was new, by the means of a traitor, delivered up to his moft 
cruel enemies. In this calamity he fhewed no bafenefs; for though he begged his life, 
it was in a grave way, promifing, in return, to caufe all the country to fubmit to the 
King of Spain, and to give way to introduce the Chriftian religion. “ Confider,” faid 
he to Captain Reynoib, “ that, what 1 promife, I am able to perform, by the great 
veneration that all my people have for me; and if thou doll not accept of this proffer, 
thou wilt do nothing ; fince for one head taken away, there will rife up a hundred 
Caupolicans to revenge my death, that the true one will no* l „ mbled. I defire not 
to be let at liberty, but to remain thy prifoner till 1 perform my p, omife.” 

All thefe reafons were of no life to Caupoiican, for he w'as publicly fentenced to be 
empaled alive, and fliot to death with arrows, for a terror to the reft of the Indians ; 
though, as»time has fince fhewed, this had no other effect, thait to ligiTt the fire of 
war more and more, and make the wound altnofl incurable. He heard this hard fen- 
tence without any alteration in his countenance ; but he defired with great concern to 
he baptized. The prieHs are fent for, and, after a fliort infirudtion, he receives the 
holy ablution, and the chara&er of a’Chriltian. After this, the fentence was executed 
upon him, which he endured with great confiancy. 
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The Conclufion. 

THOUGH Father Ovalle has continued, in the remainder of his treatife, to give an 
account of the various events of the war with the Araucanos, in which narrative he 
runs through the commands and a&ions of all the governors of Chile, to the peace 
made with that nation ; yet it being by him more a piece of courtlhip to his nation, and 
to thofe families, than an information inftru&ive to a foreign reader, it has been thought 
proper to take the death of that great general Caupolican for the firft natural period of 
that war. In the courfe of the remaining narrative, there are fo many fuperftitious 
notions inculcated, fo many improbable miracles given for the foundation of great en- 
terprizes, and fuch a monkifh ipirit runs through the work, that here, in England, it 
would rather prejudice than recommend the imprellion, and is therefore omitted. 
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A T the clofe of March 1743, after a refidence of fix months in a defert, at Tarqui, 

near Cuenca, in Peru, during which I had inccflantly, night and day, to contend 
with an atmofphcre unfavourable to aftronomy, I learnt from Mr. Bouguer, then 
near Quito, at the northern extremity of our meridian, that he had there made a 
feries of obfervations of a liar, intermediate between our two zeniths, of which obferva- 
tions many were effected on the fame night : this ffar had been obferved by me at the 
fouthern extremity of the line. By thel'e fimultanoous obfervations, on the importance 
• of which I had laid much ftrefs, we attained the fingular advantage of being enabled 
to afeertain precil'ely, and beyond difpute, the real amplitude of an arc of the meridian 
of three degrees, the mealurement of which was known to us geometrically, and this 
without having, any thing to apprehend from variations, whether of an optical or a real 
nature arifing from the motion of the liar, on account of its pofition having been fixed 
at the fame in (hint of time by the two obfervers at the oppofitc extremities of the arc. 
Mr. Bouguer, arriving in Europe feme months before me, communicated the refult at 
the laft public meeting of the lbciety, a refult correfponding with that of the operations 
at the polar circle * ; . as this, with that of the lall eifeCted in France t, all confpiringto 
prove that the earth is a fpheroid flattened .owards the poles, "faking our departure m 
the month of 'April 1735, twelve .months earlier than the academicians difpatched to 
the north, we reached Europe, on our return, by feven years too late, to communicate 
any thing new refpecting the figure of the earth. This fubject, fince then, has been 
treated by fo many able hands, that 1 trull for excufe in referring to the memoirs of the 
academy the detail of my individual obfervations on the matter renouncing the privi- 
lege, but too liardly earned, of addrefling this affembly on that head. 

Neither (hall 1 enlarge here on other academical labours, either individually under- 
taken, or in* common, during our voyage from Europe to America, at £h‘e different 
places of our fojourn after arriving in the province of Quito, and during the frequent 
intervals occafioned by obllacles of every kind, which but too often delayed the pro- 
grefs of our operations. To dilate on thefe, irrelative as they were to the meafurement 
of the earth, would require extra&s from a number of memoirs, which in the fpace of 

* Effected by Meffrs. Maupertuis, Clairaut, Camus, and Monnier, of the RoyalJVifia 1 Academy, in 
conjunction with the Abbe Outhier, a correfpondent of that academy, and M. CeUius, aftronomica! 
profeffor at Upfal. 

f By Meffrs. Caffini de Thury and L’Abbe de la Caille. 
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feven or eight years have been forwarded to the academy, but of which forae have not 
arrived in France, while many others have not hitherto appeared, nor even extracts 
of them, in our colle&ions. I fhall refrain therefore from (peaking now, of our aftro- 
nomical or geometrical conclufions on the latitude and longitude of a great many 
places ; of our obfervation of the two folffices in December 1736, and in June 1737 j 
of the obliquity of the ecleptic which they determine ; of our experiments on 
the thermometer and barometer ; on the declination and dipping of the needle, 
on the fwiftnefs of found, on Newtonian attraction, on the length of the pendulum in 
the province of Quito, at different heights from the level of the fea, and on the expan- 
fion and condenfion of metals ; I fhall carefully abflain from notice of the two journeys 
made by me, the one in 1736, froth the coafl of the South-Sea to Quito, afcending 
the river of Emeralds ; the other in 1737, from Quito to Lima. 

Finally, I (hall not advert here to the hiftory of the two pyramids which I caufed to 
be erected for the purpofe of determining in perpetuity the two extremities of the fun- 
damental bafe of all our meafures, and of thus remedying thofe inconveniences which 
were but^ tob lamentably experienced in France, from want of a fimilar precaution, 
when the bafe of M. Picard was to be verified. The inlcription propofed to the Aca- 
demy of Belles Lettres, before our departure and afterwards, with thofe alterations 
which circumftances of time and place required, placed on the pyramid, was denounced 
by the two lieutenants of the navy of the King of Spain, our coadjutors, as offenfive 
to His Catholic Majefty, and the Spanifh nation. I defended, for two years, a law- 
fuit inftituted againft myfelf perfonally on this fcore, and at laft gained it, though 
oppofed by the parliament of Quito. What palled on this occafion, and divers other 
interefting events on our travels, which diftance has much difigured, are better calcu- 
lated to form an hiftorical narrative than an academical memoir ; in this I now prefent 
I fhall confine myfelf to what relates to my return to Europe. 

In order tp multiply our opportunities of making obfervations, M. Godin, M. 
Bouguer, and myfelf, planned different routes for our return. For my part I refolved 
on felefting one, almoft unknown, and fuch as I felt perfuaded no one would envy 
me, that of the river of Amazons, a river which croffes the whole continent of South- 
America, from welt to eaft, and which juftly palfes for the largeft in the world. 1 
propofed to render a voyage on this river of utility, by forming y. chart of its courfe, 
and by remarks on fuch objects as a country fo little known might afford. Such as 
relate to the manners and Angular cuftoms of the ‘nations which inhabit its banks, 
would doubtlefs be mod gratifying to the majority of readers ; but, in prefence of an 
affetnbly with whom phyfics and geometry are familiar, 1 deem it inadmiffible I fhould 
dilate on matters foreign to the objeft of its meeting : neverthelefs, that I may be 
better comprehended, I cannot difpenfe with giving foine preliminary notion of tjie 
river in queltion, and its firft navigators. 

It is commonly believed that the firft European who difeovered the river of Amazons, 
was Francis <vl’ Orellana. He embarked in 1539 on the river Coca, in the vicinage 
of Quito, a river which fomewhat below affumes the name of Napo ; from this river, 
he defeended into one of larger fize; and, differing his veffel to be carried along 
conftantly by the current, he arrived without any pilot at the North Cape, on the coalt 
of Guyana, after a voyage, by eftimation, of '1800 leagues. The fame Orellana 
. perifhed ten years, afterwards, together with three veffels entrufted to his command 
by Spain, without ever being able again to find the true mouth of the river. A ren- 
counter which he dates to have had with certain armed women, againft whom an 
Indian Cacique had previoudv warned him, occafioned his naming this river, that of 
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the Amazons. Some writers call it Orellana, but previous to this denomination it 
was already Ifcnown by that of Maranon from another Spanilh captain. Geographers, 
who rep refen t the Amazons and the Maranon as different rivers, following, as did 
Laet, the authority of Garcilafo and Herrera, were undoubtedly ignorant, not only 
that the moft antient Spanilh authors* denominated the river we fpeak of Mararfon, 
as eariy as 1513, but alfo that Orellana himfelf in his narrative fays, that he met with the 
Amazons on defcending the Maranon, an identification which puts difpute at reft ; in 
fa& this name of Maranon has uninterruptedly been preferved throughout its courfe, 
and from its very origin, in Upper Peru, by the Spaniards, during more than two 
centuries. Still, the Portuguefe, eftablifhed ftnce the year 1616 at Para, an epifcopal 
city at the moft eaftern mouth of this river, in this part know it by no other name 
than that of the Amazons, giving it the title of Solimoes on afcending it higher up, 
and transferring the denomination Maranon, or as fpelt in their language Maranhao, 
to a city and whole province, or captaincy, adjoining that of Para. I fhall ufe indif- 
ferently the names Maranon and Amazons in fpeaking of this river. 

In 1568, Pedro de Url'oa, difpatched by the viceroy of Peru in fearch of th^ famous 
Gold Lake of Parima, and the town El Dorado, fuppofed to exift in the vicinity of 
the Amazons river, fell into this river from one flowing into it on the fouthern fide, 
one of which I fhall fpeak in its place. Tne fate of Url'oa was ftill more tragical 
than that of his predeceffor Orellana. Urfoa perifhed by the hands of Aguire, a pri- 
vate foldier, who rebelled and declared himfelf king. This man afterwards defeended 
the river by a long route, which to this day is not clearly known, marking his courfe 
by pillage and murder, and terminating his career by being flayed alive in the ifland 
’ of Trinidad. , 

Voyages like thefe afforded no great information refpecting the courfe of the river ; 
other governors, in after-time, repeated attempts for this purpofe, but with as little 
fuccefs. The Portuguefe were more fortunate than the Spaniards. 

Pedro Texeira, in 1638, a century after Orellana, placed by the governor of Para 
at the head of a numerous detachment of Portuguefe and Indians, afeended the Ama- 
zons river to where it receives the Napo, and afterwards proceeded up that river itfelf 
to the neighbourhood of Quito, whither he repaired by land, accompanied by feme of 
the Portuguefe unde.- his orders. He met with a favourable reception from the Spa- 
niards, the tfo nations at that juncture being fubjed to one lord. The next year he 
returned, by the fame channel, to Para, in company with Father Acuna, and Father 
Artieda, appointed to render account of the particulars of the voyage to the court of 
Madrid. They eftimated their courfe from the hamlet of Napo, the fpot at which 
they embarked, to Para, at 1356 Spanilh leagues j. The narrative of this voyage 
wjls printed at Madrid in 1640. The French tranflation ellecb d in 1682 by M. de 
Gomberville is in the hands of every one. 

The very defe&ive chart of the courfe of this river, publilhed by Sanfon from this 
purely hiftbrical narrative, was afterwards, for want of new memoirs, oopied by all 
fucceediijg geographers, none more correct appearing in France before the year 1717. 

At this time, in the twelfth volume of Lcttres edi/iantes, &c. was firft publilhed a 
copy of the chart engraved at Quito in 1707, but planned as early as 1690 by Father 
Fntz, a German Jemit miffionary on' the banks of the Maranon, the courfe of which 
river he had traced throughout its whole length. From (this chart was difeovered that 

* ^ e ^ r0 Martyr, Fern an de Encifo, Fernandez de Oviedo! Pedro Ciega, Augullin Larate. 

t At it to the desrree, ^55 Britilh ftatute miles. 
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the Napo, efteemed -the main fource of the river, was merely tributary, and that 
the Amazons itfelf, under the denomination of Maraiion, iffued frotn a lake near 
Guanuco, thirty leagues from Lima. But Father Fritz, deftitute of pendulum, or 
telelcope, was enabled to determine no one longitudinal point, and for afcertaining the 
latitudes he had merely a fmall wooden femicircle of .three inches radius j he was 
moreover ill, as he fell down the river near Para. One need only read his manufcript 
journal, of which I have a copy taken from the original in the archives of the college 
of Quito, to fee that numerous obftacles, both at that time and on return to his ftation, 
prevented his making thofe obfervations requifite for rendering his chart exaft, efpe- 
cially towards the lower part of the river. This chart is merely accompanied by a few 
notes on the map itfelf, without any hiftorical detail, fo that, in fad, to this time 
Europe remains, with refpect to the countries -through which the river of Amazons 
takes its courfe, as deftitute of information as it was left a century agp, after the nar- 
rative of Father Acuna # . 

The Maraiion ifluing from its parent lake, in 1 1 0 of latitude fouth, directs its courfe 
northward fd Juan de Bracomoros, through a fpace of fix degrees : thence it bends 
eaftward, in a line nearly parallel to the equator, to the North Cape, difemboguing 
its waters into the ocean under the line itfelf, after traverfing from Taen, where it 
begins to be navigable, nearly thirty degrees of longitude or 750 common leagues ; 
or, computing its windings, from 1 000 to 1 1 00 leagues f. From the north, as well 
as from the fouth, it receives a prodigious number of rivers, many flowing through an 
extent of five or fix hundred leagues, and feveral of them equalling in volume the 
Danube or the Nile. The banks of the Marafion, more than a century back, were 
peopled with a great variety of nations, who withdrew to the interior at fight of 
Europeans. In the prefent day merely a few afl’emblages of natives are to be feen 
themfelves, or their immediate predeceflors, recently drawn from their native woods 
by the Spanilh miflionaries in the upper portion, and by thofe of Portugal, in the 
lower divifion of the river. 

Three roads communicate bejween the province of Quito and that of Maynas, which 
gives its diltinction to the Spamfli millions on the Marafion. Thefe roads traverfe that 
famous chain of fnow-cappcd mountains termed Las Cordilleras de los Andes. The 
firft of tliefe roads, almoft immediately under the line, eaftward* of Quito, leads by 
Archidona to the Napo : this was the road irdted by Texeira on his return, from Quito, 
and by Father Acuna. The fecond road is through* a gorge below the Volcano of 
Tonguragua in of latitude fouth : it leads to the diftrid of Canelos acrofs nume- 
rous torrents, the junction of which forms the river Pafta$a, a river that falls into the 
Marafion one hundred and fifty leagues higher up than the Napo. Thefe two roads 
are thofe commonly travelled by the miflionaries of Quito, the only Europeans by 
whom thefe countries are frequented ; for the communication between them and the 
neighbouring province of Quito is rendered almoft impracticable by the Cordilleras, 
which are payable but for a few months in the year. The third road is by Juan de 
Bracomoros in 5! 0 of latitude fouth, where the Maraiion begins to be navigable for 
boats. This lalt is the only road by which beafts of burthen can travel to the place of 
embarkation. The two preceding require a march of many days on foot, and oh 
thefe every thing mult be carried by Indians ; heverthelefs the laft road is that the 
leaft frequented, asimuch on account of the long circuit it requires, and the conftant 

* The work entitled El Maranon o Amazonas, 1684, is of no value. 

f According to. the chart, about 2350 Britirft miles, 1 : 00 leagues (25 to a degree) is 2768 British miles. 
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rains to which the traveller is fubjett on the way, and which render the roads almolt 
impaffable evenih the fineft feafon, as of the difficulty and danger atterfding the cele- 
brated pafs on quitting the Cordilleras called Pongo. Principally that I might fujwey 
this pafs, which is never fpoken of at Quito without admiration and dread, and that I 
might lay down on my chart the whole navigable extent of the river, I fde&ed of 
the three roads, the laft. 

1 left Tarqui, the fouthern extremity of our meridian, five leagues fouth of Cuenca, 
on the 1 ith of May 1743. On my journey to Lima in 1 737, I travelled the cultom- 
ary road from Cuenca to Loxa ; on this occafion I went by a circuitous one, palling 
by Zaruma, in order to place that fpot on my map. I ran fame rilk in fording the 
great river Los Jubones, then much fwollen, and always very rapid, but by chofing 
this courfe I avoided a greater ; as I have fince been given to underltand, affaffins em- 
ployed by the authors of, or accomplices in the murder of our l'urgeon, laid in wait for 
me on the high road from Cuenca to Loxa. „ 

From a mountain over which I palled on my way to Zaruma, Tumbez is diftin- 
guifhed, a port on the South-Sea, at which the Spaniards effected? their firit landing, 
fouth of the line, on their expedition for the conqueft of Peru. From this point it 
was that I began to turn my back on the South-Sea, and take an ca/lward courfe acrofs 
the continent of South-America. This place was formerly celebrated for its mines, 
now almolt abandoned. The gold extracted is much alloyed, being no more than 
fourteen carats fine ; it is mingled with filver, and very duttile. 

At Zaruma the barometer Hood at 24 inches two lines ; unlike in our climates, 
beneath the torrid zone it is fubjeft to little variation ; for at Quito we found that 
•the extreme difference, in the fpace of feveral years, did not exceed a line and a half. 
Mr. Godin was the firlt who remarked that the variations of the barometer, which in 
the courfe of four and twenty hours extend to about a line, are fubjeCt to pretty regu- 
lar alterations, yhich, once known, allow the afcertainmcnt of the mean height of the 
mercury by a fingle experiment. The different experiments made by me on the 
(hores of the South-Sea, and thofe I repeated on my journey to Lima, fatisfied me whar 
this mean height was at the level of the fea, whence I was enabled to allign with tole- 
rable exactitude an elevation of 700 toifes (about 4400 F.nglilh feet), to the territory 
about Zaruma, an elevation not half fo great as that of the land about Quito. In this 
calculation I made ufe of atable computed by M. Bouguer. after an hypothefis, 
which has hitherto correfponded batter than any other with experiments made with the 
barometer, and verified by trigonometrical meJ'urcment. I came from Tarqui, a 
region rather cold, and experienced great warmth at Zaruma, notwithftanding I was 
fcarcely lefs elevated there than on Mont Pelee, In Martinico, where we found the 
cold fevere, afeending from a low and warm country. I pre tup; ofe here that the 
reafler is apprized already of our having conftantly obferved, during our long 
fojourn in the province of Quito, under the equino&ial line, that the elevation of the 
foil almolt eaclufively determines the degree of heat, and that it does not require one 
flwuld afeend fo high as 2000 toifes (about 1 2,600 Englifh feet), from a valley parched 
by tntinfe heat, to reach the foot of maffes of fnow, antient as the globe itfelf, with 
which a neighbouring mountain is crowned. 

On my way,' I eroded many bridges made with cords, bark of trees, or lianas. 
Thefe lianas, netted together, form an serial gallery, which is fufpended from two large 
cables of fimilar materials, the extremities of which are faftened to branches of trees 
on*oppofite banks. Collectively, the whole of thefe lingular bridges refembles a filher’s 
net, or rather an Indian hammock, extending from one to the. other 'fide of the river. 
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As the meflifes of this netware very wide, and woufd fuffer the foot to go between them, 
a fort of flooring is iuperimpofed, confifting of branches and fhrubs. It will readily be 
conceived, tf^at the weight of this net-work, but efpecially that of the paffenger, mull 
give a confiderable curve to the bridge ; and when, in addition, one refle&s that the 
travel ler*paffmg it is expofed to great ofcillations, to which it is incident, particularly 
when the wind is high, and he reaches near the middle, this kind of bridge, which is 
oftentimes thirty fathoms long, mull needs have fomething frightful in its afpe£t : the 
natives, however, who are far from being naturally intrepid, pafs fuch bridges on the 
trot, with their loads on their Ihoulders, together with the laddies of the mules, which 
Crofs the river by fwimming, and laugh at the timidity of the traveller who hefitates to 
venture. But this is not the moll lingular nor moll dangerous fort of bridge in the 
country ; I lhall, however, omit defcription of; the reft, that 1 may not wander too far 
from my fubjedt. 

I repeated, on palling Loxa, my obfervations on the latitude, and the height of the 
mercury on the barometer, and therefults agreed with thofe obtained, in 1737, on my 
journey tdfLima. Loxa is lefs elevated than Quito by about 330 toifes, and the heat 
is there fenfibly greater. The neighbouring mountains are but paltry hills compared 
with thofe of the neighbourhood of Quito ; but, ncverthelefs, their ridges are the par- 
tition-lines of the courfes of rivers ; and the very hill on which the bell Quinquina 
grows, two leagues fouth of Loxa, and called Caxanuma, gives birth to ftreams which 
flow weftward to the fouthern ocean, and eaftward, after merging in the Maranon, to 
the Atlantic. 

The 3d of June, 1 fpent the whole day on one of thefe mountains ; though aflifted 
by two Americans of the neighbourhood, whom I took with me for guides, 1 was able 
to colled no more than eight or nine young plants of Quinquina in a proper Hate for 
tranfportation. Thefe I caufed to be planted, in earth taken from the fpot, in a cafe 
of fuitable fize, and had them carried on the Ihoulders of a man conft^ntly in my fight, 
to the place at which I embarked, hoping to preferve, at leaft, fome of the plants, to 
leave under charge at Cayenne, if they mould not, on my arrival there, be in fit con- 
dition for tranfporting to France for the King’s garden. 

Between Loxa and Jaen, the left hills of the Cordilleras are paffed. The road, on 
almoft all this journey, lays through woods, where rain is fo mediant, that it prevails 
eleven and fometimes the whole twelve ntonths of the year, fo that nothing can be 
kept dry. The bafkets covered with ox-hides, whjch are the packages ufed in the 
country, rot, and exhale an intolerably offenfive fmell. I paffed by two towns, which 
now have only- their names, Loyola, and Valladolid ; both, a century back, were 
opulent, and teeming with Spaniards ; but, at prefent, they are reduced to wretched 
hamlets of Americans or Meftees, and removed from their original Lite. Jaen itfelf, 
which is ftyled a city, and fhould be the refidence of the governor, is now but a mifer- 
able village. Such, indeed, has been the general fate of the major part of thefe towns 
of Peru, built at a diftance from the fea, and out of the high road from CarthageRa^o 
Lima. On this route I croffed a variety of rivers, fome by fording, others by means of 
bridges fimilar to that I have deferibed ; others again on rafts, conftruded on tfle fpot 
of the timber with which nature has prodigally filled all thefe forefts. Thefe rivers 
united form one of great breadth and rapidity, called Chinchipc, fuperior in volume 
to the Seine. I defeended it the (pace of five leagues on a raft to Tomependa, an Ame- 
rican village, within fight of Jaen, in a pleafant pofition at the confluence of three 
great ri^ 4 njj thy middlemoft of which is Maranon. On the fouthern fide if receives the 
Chachj||jyast ott the weftern that of Chiticbipe, downwhjch I floated. 

This 
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Thjs'jun&lptt t>f the three rivers takes place in latitude 5§ J ftfuth ; jmd*from this 
point, notwithftanding many windings, the main courfe of the Maranon ' conftayly 
approaches nearer, and more near the line till its mouth. Below this fame point the 
river narrows, and forces itfelf a pafiage between two mountains, at a fpot where the 
violence of its current, the rocks in its bed, and a number of falls, render it unnaip- 
gable ; what is called the port of Jaen, the place where the traveller embarks, being* 
four days’ journey from Jaen on the little river C.huchunga, which merges in the Ma- * 
ranon below the falls. However, notwithftanding the imagined imprafticabilitv of pafs- 
ing the cataraft, .an exprefs difpatched by me from Tomependa, with orders from the 
governor of Jaen to his lieutenant at Sant Yago to forward a boat for me to the port, 
overcame every obftacle on a little raft, compofed of two or three pieces of timber, a 
float fufficiently large for a naked Ameffcan, expert as they all are *at fwimming. In 
my way from Jaen to the port, I crofted the Maranon, and frequently found myfelf on 
its banks. Within the interval between the above town and its port, the Maranon re- 


ceives a number of torrents from the north, which, in the rainy feafon, hjjpg down 
with them a fand mingled with fmall plates and grains of gold. At this feafon the 
natives go to colled it, but they merely feek for what is neceflary to pay their tribute 
or poll-tax, and when urgently obliged ; at any other feafon, they would rather tram- 
ple under foot' this coveted metal, than take the pains of colleding and cleaning it. 
Throughout the whole of this diftrid, both fides of the river are covered with the 
wild cocoa-trees, the fruit of which is nothing inferior to the cultivated, but on which, 
alfo, the natives fet as little value as on the gold. 

The fourth day after my departure from Jaen, I pafied the torrent Chuchunga, one 
and twenty times by fording, and the laft time in a boat ; the mules, on reaching the 
river, darned into the water, laden as they were, and, in confequence, all my inftru- 
ments, books, and papers, were thoroughly wetted. This was the fourth accident of 
the kind which J had experienced in travelling among the mountains, my cafualties 
from water never cealing until I was fairly embarked on that element. 

Chuchunga is an hamlet containing half a fcore American families, governed by their 
Cacique, who underftood about as many Spanifh words as I did of his native language. 
I was under neceflity of leaving behind me at Jaen two fervants of the country, who 
might have afted for nu* as interpreters ; and neceflity enabled me to manage without 
them. The inhabitants of Chuchunga poflefted no other than fmall canoes fuited to 
their purpofes, and that I had fent for by exprefs to Sant Yago could not arrive in lefs 
than a fortnight^ I therefore engaged the Cacique to caufe his people to frame a raft 
for me, or, as termed by them, a Balfe, the fame word denoting as well the float itfelf 
as die fpecies of wood of which it is conftrudted ; direding him to n.ah j it large enough 
for myfelf, my inftruments, and baggage. . The time occupied in preparing the Balfe, 
afforded me leifure to dry my books and papers, fheet by fheet, a precaution as necef- 
fary as it was tedious. The fun was vifible only about noon, but this glitnpfe of it 
e^jpfed me tet take an altitude, which gave for the latitude 5’ ai' fouth ; mid from 
m^bStrometer, fixteen lines lower than at the fea-fide, I gathered that at 335 fathoms 
above its level, &c. ; navigable rivers occur without being interrupted by falls : I am 
Iftr-'from inclined to affert, that this is not the cafe with the Maranon at a ftill greater 
elevation, but I can only fpeak pofitively of what I know j though it appears for 
from improbable, that the- foot at which a river begins to be navigable* for boats, the 
courfe of which river to me fea is even from here* more than a thoufand leagues, 
foohla fte more .elevated above' the level of the ocean, than that where navigation com- 
mences on mere of fhorter ootrtfe. 
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On the «4th of July, in the afternoon, 1 went on board a fmall two-oared canoe, 

preceded by the Balfe, and efcorted by all the Indians of the hamlet. They were up 
to the middle in the water for the purpofe of guiding the Balfe through difficult chan- 
nels, and preferring it from rocks, and down the gentle falls, from the violence of the 
current. The fucceeding day, after a very tortuous fcourfe, I entered the Maranon 
about four leagues north of the fpot where I embarked. Here it is the Maranon begins 
to be navigable. It now became neceffary to enlarge and flrengthen the raft, which, 
before, had been proportioned to the bed of the river I had floated down. During the 
night, the river rofe ten feet, and rendered neceffary a hafty removal of a bower which 
had ferved me for fholter, and which the natives raife with marvellous {kill and promp- 
titude. In this fpot I was detained three days by advice, or rather by order of the 
guides, on whom I was obliged to rely. They had in confequence full leifure to pre- 
pare the Balfe, and I alfo to make observations. ’ I meafured the breadth of the river 
trigonometrically, and, though narrower than before by from 15 to ao toifes, I found 
it 135 tqjj^s wide *. Many rivers which it receives above Jaen are much broader, 
which made me conclude its depth to be very confiderable : in fad, though I founded 
with 28 toifes of cord, this did not reach its bottom at a third of its breadth from the 
fide. In the middle of the ft roam I was unable to obtain foundings, as a canoe in this 
part was carried along at the rate of a fathom and a half in a fecond. The barometer, 
higher by four lines than at the port, indicated the level of the river to be lower by 
50 toifes than at Chuchunga, from which place I had been but eight hours in defeend- 
ing. At the fame place, I found the latitude 5 0 1 fouth. 

On the 8th, I continued my route, and pafl'ed the ftrait of Cunabinamba, dangerous 
on account of the ftones with which it is filled. It is fcarcely 20 toifes broad. The 
next day I came to that of Efcarrebragas, which is one of a different defeription. The 
river, arrefted in its courfe by the fide of a fteep rock, againft which it ftrikes, is di- 
verted fuddenly, fo as to form a right-angle with its former dirc&ioir. The fhock of 
the tide, rendered more impetuous by the narroWnefs of the channel, has hollowed a 
deep bay, where the waters of the margin, l'eparated by the rapidity of the mid-ftream, 
are kept back. My raft, on which at that time I happened to be driven by the cur- 
rent into this bay, for an hour and fome minutes, was inceffantly whirled about, the 
fport of eddies. The waters, as they revolved, bore me towards the mid ftream, where 
the waves, occafioned by the revulfion of tKe eddies, would infallibly hare overwhelmed 
a fmall canoe ; the fize and folidity of the float feci red it from this danger, but repeat- 
edly did the force of the (torrent drive me back to the bottom of the bay, from which 
I was indebted for my ultimate releafe to the (kill of four Americans, whom I had re- 
tained with a fmall canoe in cafe of accident. Thefe, navigating their bark along the 
margin, climbed the rock, from which, with much difficulty, they threw Lianas, the 
fubftitutes in this country for cords, on board the raft, and, by means of thefe, dragged* 
it into the current. The fame day, I paffed a third ftrait, called Guaracayo, in 
which th"bed of the river, confined between two irnmenfe rocks, is only thirty apjfes 
broad ; this ftrait is dangerous only at the period of great fwells. On the evening of 
the fame day, I met the large canoe from Sant Yago ; but it would have taken.it 
days more to have reached the fpot from which I had fallen down fince the mornings 
and which had taken me only ten hours. 


* 840 Englifh feet wide ; depth upwards of 175 feet ; diftatice from the fea mote thfn 2,600 Britifh 
miles. 
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On the loth, i arrived at Sant Yago de las Montanas, a hamlet fituate at the mouth 
of the river of fimilar name, and built from the ruins of a town which had given de- 
nomination to the river. The banks of it are inhabited by an American nation called 
Xibaros, formerly Chriftians, but who fhook off the Spanifh yoke a century ago, to 
efcape from the toil exa&ed from them in working the gold mines of their -country : 
ever fince, fecluded in inacceffible woods, they preferve themfelves independent, and 
impede the navigation of this river, by which it would be eafy to fall down in the fpace 
of a week, from the vicinage of I.oxa and Cuenca, the tranfit whence had taken me 
two months. The dread infpired by thefe Indians has twice obliged the inhabitants of 
Sant Yago to change their abode, and, in courfe of the laft forty years, to defeend to 
the fpot where that river empties itfelf into the Maranon. 

Below Sant Yago is Borja, a town of much the fame ftamp as the preceding, though 
the capital of the government of Maynas, a government which comprehends all the 
Spanifh millions on the banks of the Maranon. Borja is divided from Sant Yago 
merely by the famous Pongo de Manferichc. Pongo, anciently Poncu, fignifies in the f 
Peruvian language a gate. It is a term, in this language, given to all narrow paffes, 
but to this as a mark of excellence. This ftrait is a road worked for itfelf by the 
Maranon in its paffage eaflward, after a courfe of two hundred leagues towards the 
north and the mountains of the Cordilleras, its bed being dug between two parallel 
walls of rock almoft perpendicular. Little more than a century has elapfed fince certain 
Spanifh foldiers of Sant Yago difeovered this paffage, and went through it. Two Je- 
fuit miffionaries followed them fhortly after, and, in 1639, founded the million of 
Maynas, which extends to a confiderable diftance down the river. Arrived at Sant 
, Yago, I hoped to erofs over to Borja the fame day, and, indeed, an hour would have 
carried me thither, but fpite of reiterated expreffes, fpite of the orders and recommend- 
ations with which we were conftantly well provided, but which were fo feldom duly 
attended to, the timber of the large raft with which I was to pafs the Pongo was not 
yet felled. I contented myfelf with ftrengthening mine by a new fence, with which 
I caufed it to be furrounded, to enable it to refift the firft effeft of the almoft inevit- 
able lhocks to which the rafts, from their mode of ftrufture, and being without any 
rudder, are unavoidably liable in the windings of the ftrait. As for the canoes, they 
are fo light, that they are guided by the fame paddles with which they are rowed. 

I was unable to overcome the repugnance of my mariners to attempt the paffage on 
the day after* my arrival, owing to the waters, as they faid, not being fufficiently low. 
All I could induce them to, was 1 to crofs over to the oppofite fide, there to wait a fa- 
vourable opportunity in a fmall bay at the entrance of the Pongo ; in this, the violence 
of the current is fuch that, although properly fpeaking there be no cataraft, the waters 
feem to plunge, while the fhock of them, as they dalh againft d.3- "ticks, deafens the 
ev with its tremendous noife. 

The four Americans who had followed me thus far from the port of Jaen, lefs feli- 
citous than I of a near view of the Pongo, proceeded onwards by a footpath, or 
l **ther a ftaircafe cut in the rock, to wait for me at Borja. In confequencd? this night, 
a# ,the preceding, I was left on the raft with no other companion than an old negro 
flkve. Lucky for me it was, that 1 determined on not leaving him alone, as I was 
’ threatened with an accident perhaps without a parallel. The river, which in thirty-fix 
hours fell five and twenty feet, ftill continued vifibly to fink. In the middle of the 
flight, the fplinter of tm impienfe branch of a tree, concealed under *water, penetrated 
between thg timbers of m raft, and, id proportion as the waters abated of their height, 
became more deeply estimated, fo that, had I not been prefent and awake, 1 fhould in 
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all probability have been left on the raft, fubtended in the air by the branch ; in which 
cafe, the ligbteft misfortune I Ihould have incurred, would have been the lofs of my 
journals and obfervations, the fruit of eight years’ toil. I fucceeded, fortunately, in dif- 
engaging the raft, and fetting it again on float. 

I availed myfelf of my obligatory flay at Sant Yago to meafure trigonometrically 
the breadth of the two rivers, and to take the angles required to enable me to draw a 
topographical chart of the Pongo. 

The 1 2th July, at noon, 1 caufed the raft to be unmoored, and pulhed from ihore ; 
foon I found myfelf carried along by the ftream in a deep anil narrow gallery, formed 
by two walls of rock, in fome parts flanting, but in others perpendicular ; in lefs than 
' an hour, I was tranfported to Borja, three leagues, according to common computa- 
tion, from Sant Yago. However, the Balfc, which did not draw half a foot of water, 
and which, from the bulk of its loading, prefen ted to the air a refiftance feven or eight 
times as great as that it oppofed to the current, did not ronfrqueiifly proceed with equal 
velocity to that of the current itfelf ; and this velocity diminilhes materially as the chan- 
nel increafeg towards Borja. In the narrowed part l reckoned, that, comparing the 
fpeed of our courfe with that on former occafions, which I had meafured trigono- 
metrically, in the narrowed part, we were carried along at the rate of two toifes in a 
fecond. 

The channel of Pongo, hollowed by the hand of nature, begins a fliort league be- 
1 Sant Yago, narrowing gradually till, from 250 toifes, the breadth at the junction 
of the two rivers, it diminilhes in the narrowed part to twenty-five. I know very well, 
that the breadth hitherto aferibed to the narrowed part of the Pongo, is only five and 
twenty Varas, equivalent fcarcely to ten of our toifes ; and that the paflage from Sant 
Yago is faid to be effefted in a quarter of an hour. For my part, 1 remarked that, in 
, the very narrowed part, I was at lead thrice the length of my raft from either fide. 
I moreover obferved by my watch, that we were fifty-feven minutes in fp^eding from the 
entrance of the drait to Borja, and all combined, 1 found the meal'ures as I have given 
them ; and, however well inclined to Ihew a deference to the opinion commonly re- 
ceived, I can fcarcely admit th£ didance from Sam Yago to Borja, indead of three, as 
computed, to be even fo much as two leagues, of twenty t6 a degree. 

1 ftruck twice or thrice with violence againd the rocks in courfe of the different 
windings, an accident calculated, but for being forewarned of the little danger thence 
to be apprehended, to create no ftnall portion of alqrm. A canoe on fiich an occa- 
fion would be dalhed into a thoufand pieces ; and the fpot was pointed out to me, its 
I palled along, where a governor of Maynas thus met deftru&ion : but the beams of 
the raft being neither nailed nor dovetailed together, the flexibility of the Lianas, by 
which they are fattened, have the efted of a fpring, and deadens the Ihock fo, that 
when the ftrait is palled in a raft, thefe percuflions occur unheeded. The greateit 
danger for thefe is, their being liable to be driven out of the ftream into eddies, an 
accident which, as related above, it was my lot to experience. Not a year ‘had elapfed 
before fince*a miffionary, drawn thus into a vortex, was kept is it for two days deftL 
tute of provilions ; and, but for a hidden fwell of the river, which brought him ag ain 
into the current, lie might there have perilhed of hunger. The Pongo is never at- 
tempted in a canoe, except when the waters are Jo low as to admit its being fleered 
without being overpowered by the ftream. Canqes alfo Item the current when the 
• waters are at their*loweft, and afeepd ; but this js impradicable for Balfes. 

AtvBorja, I found myfelf in a new world, feparate from all human ihtejfobbrfe, on 
a frelh water fea, furroundedby a maze of lakes, rivets, and canals, penetrating in 
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every direSion tke gloom of an imraenfe foreft, which but for them were forbidden to 
accefe. New plants, new animals, and new races of men, were exhibited' -.to view. 
Accuftomed during feven years to mountains loft in clouds, I was wrapt in ^miration 
at the wide circle embraced by the eye, reftrifted here by no other boundary than the 
horizon, fave where the hills of Pongo, foon about to difappear, raifed themfehres to 
checquer the conftant monotony of the fcene. To the crowd of varying objeCts- which 
diverfify the cultured fields of Quito, and which ftill prefented themfelves to the ima- 
gination, fucceeded the moll uniform contrail, the whole to be feen being verdure and 
water ; for the earth is fo thickly covered with tufted plants and bulhes, that it is trod, 
but not perceived ; to find a barren fpace, though but a foot fquare, requiring a world 
of toil. Below Borja, and 4 or 500 leagues beyond, on falling down the river, a 
ftone, nay a pebble, is an object rare as a diamond. The favages of thefe countries 
indeed have no conception of Hones, ayad when, on vifiting Borja, they firfl perceive 
them, the wonder they occafion is admirable to behold ; every gelltire tokens .fitrprjfe ; 
they collect them together, and load themfelves with the precious burden, till, begin- 
ning to notice their abundance, they finally difregard, and throw them a ways; 

Before I proceed farther, I deem it right to fay a word of the genius and character 
of the primitive inhabitants of South America, improperly called Indians, in fpeaking 
of whom, 1 mean to include neither the Spanilh or Portuguefe Crcols, nor the various 
races produced by a mixture of Europeans with the blacks of Africa, or the red men 
of America, fince the eftablilhment of the firft in the country, and the introduClfon 
by them of the Negroes of Guinea. 

All the old natives of the country are of a tawny colour, inclining to a red of different 
. Ihades of brightneft ; the difference in the lhades arifing probably in a great degree from 
the varying temperature of the climate they inhabit, which embrace the intenfe heat of 
the torrid zone with the cold of the vicinage of fnow. 

This variety of climates ; the wooded countries, plains, mountains, and rivers, which 
different fites afford ; a difference of aliment ; the little intercourfe fubfiftin^f* between 
neighbouring nations, and numerous other caufes, muft neceffarily have introduced a 
variety in the occupations, as in the cuftoms of thefe people. Again, it will readily 
be conjectured that a nation,* become Chriftian, and fubjeCt during a century or two to 
the Spanilh or Portuguefe yoke, muft, of confequence, have adopted fomewhat of the 
manners of its conquerors, and that an American inhabitant of a town or village in 
Peru, for exalhple, muft differ frqjn the favage of the interior, and even from a new 
inhabitant of thpfe countries in which millions are eftablilhed on the Marafion. In 
order, therefore, to prefent an exaCt idea of the American people, almoft as many de- 
fcriptions are requifite as there are nations ; however, as in Europe all nations, not- 
withftanding diftintl languages, manners, and cuftoms, have yet fouewhat in common 
to«the eyes of an Afiatic who examines them with attention, fo do all the Americans 
of .the oifferenl countries I had opportunity of noticing in the courfe of my travels, 
prel'ent features of refemblance, the one to the other, indeed (with exception of light 
m|des of difference, fcarcely to be diftinguilhed by a palling obferver,) I fancied in all 
attRe,a fimilar bafe of character. 

_ Ipfenfibility among thefe people is generally prevalent, which, whether to be dig- 
ntfi^ by the name of apathy, or funk, in that of ftupidity, I leave to the deeifion of 
^K 6 * 8 * Undoubtedly it is caufed by tjie, paucity of their ideas, which ^xtend no farther 
than their wants. Voracious gluttons, where means of fatiety exift ; when want 
enforces fobrietythey patiently bear with abftinence, and feem to be void of care. Pufilla- 
nimousand timid in Extreme, unlefs when tranfported by drunkennefs ; inimical to toil j 
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indifferent to every impulle of glory, honor, or gratitude ; wholly engfofled and deter- 
mined by -the objed of the moment, without concern for the future $ deftitute of fore- 
fight and reflection; and giving themfelves up, when nothing prevents them, to a 
childifh j8y, which they manifeft by leaping, and loud burfts of laughter, with no 
apparent objed ; they pafs their lives without thought, and fee old age advance, yet 
unremoved from childhood, and preferving all its faults. 

Were this the pidure merely of the Indians of fome provinces of Peru, who may 
be regarded as Haves, the want of civilization might be afcribed to the degeneracy 
incident on their fervile ftate; for the degradation to which flavery is capable of 
reducing man, is fufficiently exemplified in the prefent condition of the Greek nation : 
gut the Americans of the country of the millions, and the favages free from all con- 
troul of Europeans, fhewing themfelves equally limited, not to fay ftupid, with the 
others, the reafoning mind cannot but feel humiliation, contemplating how little man, 
in a ftate of nature, and deftitute of inftrudi&i and focipty, is removed in condition 
from beads. 

All the languages of South- America with which I am acquainted, are very poor ; 
many poffefs' energy, and are fufceptible of elegance, efpecially the 'antient language 
of Peru ; but they are univerfally barren of terms for the expreflion of abftrad or uni- 
verfal ideas, an evident proof of the flight progrefs of intelled among thefe people. 
Time, duration, fpace, entity, fubftance, matter, corporeity; thefe are words which, 
*|j£h many others, have no equivalent in their languages. Not only metaphyfical 
terms, but alfo moral attributes, require long periphrafes to be expreffed, though with 
them, in but an imperfect manner. They have no words that correfpond exaCily 
with virtue, juftice, liberty, gratitude ingratitude ; a fa£t with which it feems difficult 
to reconcile what Garcilafo relates of the policy, induftry, arts, government and ge- 
nius of the antient Peruvians. Unlefs the love he bore his country induced him to 
exaggerate, we muft needs allow that thefe people have greatly degenerated from their 
anceftorat As for the other nations of South- America, they are not known to have 
ever emerged from their priftine barbarifm. 

I have formed a vocabulary of the moft common words in different American lan- 
guages. A comparifon of thefe words with thofe of fimilar import in other languages 
of the interior, may not only be ferviceable towards proving the different tranfmigrations 
of thefe people from one to the other extremity of this vaft confident : but where it can 
be effected alfo with the different languages of Africa, Europe, aud the Eaft-Indies, 
may furnifh, poffibly, the only means of afcertaining*ihe origin of the Americans. A 
well-proved conformity of language would without doubt folve the queftion. The 
word abba, baba, or papa, and that of mama, which with flight inflections feem to 
have been adopted from the antient tongues of the eaftern world by a majority of the 
nations of Europe, are common to a great number of the American nations, howeyer 
different the reft of their language. And though we fhould allow thefe words to fee 
thofe which would preferably be received in every country by parents, from their being 
the firft articulations of infancy, as the reprefentatives of the relation of father and 
"t^nother, it yet follows to enquire wherefore, in all the languages of America in 
inibfch thefe words occur, the application of them fhould be uniformly the fanie, 
tem&oul'their meaning being reverfed ; for example, how comes it in the Omagua 
fpoken in the centre of the American continent, and in which the term? 
wafert#nd mama hre ufed, that papa fhould nev’er fignify mother, nor mama father, 
At Bk contrary, as in the languages of Europe and the eaft. It is far from ffhpro. 
a frefh #at among the natives of America other terms might be found, the tfell con. 
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finned relation of which with thofe of fome othdr language of the antient world, throw 
light on a qiteftion hitherto left purely to conje&ure. 

I was expected at Borja by the reverend Father Magnin from the canton Fribourg, 
a Jefuit miffionary, from whom I received that attention and kindnefs naturally to be 
expe&ed from a friend and countryman. I had no occafion with him, nor afterwards 
with the Other miffionaries of his order, to avail myfelf of the recommendations I 
brought -from their friends at Quito, and ftill lefs of the paffports . and orders of the 
court of Spain, which I carried with me. Befides other curiofides in natural hiftory, 
this father made me a prefent of a chart, drawn by him, of the territory of the Spa- 
nish millions of the Maynas, together with a defcription of the manners and cuftoms of 
the neighbouring nations. During my ftay at Cayenne I was affifted by Mr. Artur, 
phyfician to the King, and member of^the Upper Council of that colony, in tranflating 
this Spanifh work into French : it is highly worthy the curiofity of the public. 

• I found the latitude of Borja 4 0 28' S. 

From this place I took my departure on the 14th July with the fame Father, who 
was fo obliging to accompany me as far as Laguna. On the fifteenth we paffed on the 
north the mouth of the Morona, which flows from the volcano Sangay, the afhes 
thrown from which, traverfing the provinces Macas and Quito, are fometimes carried 
beyond Guyaquil. Beyond this, on the fame fide, we diftinguifhed the three mouths 
of the river Paftaca before mentioned. At this time its banks were fo much overfljgjvn 
that no landing could be effe&ed ; 1 was confequently unable to meafure the breadth 
of its principal mouth, which I reckoned to be 400 toifes, nearly equalling the breadth 
of the Marafion itfelf. A little beyond, the fame evening and the fucceeding mom, 

1 obferved the fun at its fetting and rifing, and, as at Quito, I found its declenfion 
8|° towards the north. By two amplitudes thus obferved in fucceffion in the evening 
and morning, the variation of the needle may be computed without knowing that of 
the fun ; all that is required being to notice the difference of declenfion ofiNhe fun in 
the interval of the two obfervatious, provided this difference be fufficiently great to be 
fhown by the compafs. 

On the 19th we arrivedtat Laguna, where Don Pedro Maldonado, governor of the 
province of Efmeraidus, had been waiting for me fix weeks ; to this nobleman, as well 
as to his two brothers and his entire faiyily, I owe a public acknowledgement for the 
diftinguifhed civilities our academic detachment experienced at their hands, during our 
long ftay in the province of Quito. He, as well as myfelf, on his paffage to Europe, 
felt difpofed to proceed down the river of Amazons, and had taken the fecond of the 
three routs defcending the Paftaca ; after many dangers and great fatigue he had been 
fortunate enough to arrive t|iuch before me, notwithstanding the p.riod of his departure 
from Quito was nearly the" lame as that at which I left Cuenca ; he had made the re- 
quifite obfervations as he travelled along, with a compafs and portable gnomon, to 
enable him to defcribe the courfe of the Paftaca, an undertaking, to W'hich I not only 
-had prompted him, but likewife facilitated, by fumifhing him with means for its 
^execution. 

Laguna is a confiderable village, containing more than athoufand Amer icans capable 
of bearing arms, who are a medley of various nations. It is the chief effeblifhment 
>Of all the millions of the province of Maynas. The town is placed on dry and elevated 
S rouI J.^’ is rare to be feen in’thefe countries, and at the fame time on the mar- 

gin of a great lake, ’five |eagues above the mouth of the Guallaga, a rivet which, like 
the Maraffon, has itS diSgift in the mountains eaftward of Lima. By the Guallaga it 
wsa that Pedro de Urfoa, of whom mention has already been made, defcended to the 
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river of Amazons. The memory of his expedition and the events which occafioned 
his lamentable end, is Hill preferved ajnong the inhabitants of Lamas, a fmaH place in the 
neighbourhood of the port at which he embarked. The breadth of the Guallaga on 
its influx into the Maraiion might, at this time, be 250 toifes. It is a river very infe- 
rior in volume to the majority of thofe I fliall have occafion to notice as I proceed. 

At Laguna I made a number of obfervations on the fun and liars, in order to determine 
the latitude, which I found to be 5 0 14'. I made a halt here of twenty-four hours, for 
the purpofe of afeertaining the longitude, but I loft light of Jupiter in the vapours of 
the horizon, before 1 could diftinguilh its firft fatellite emerging from its lhadow. 

On the 23d Mr. Maldonado and myfelf left Laguna in two canoes from forty-two to 
forty-four feet long, by only three in breadth, each formed of the trunk of a Angle tree. 
In thefe canoes the rowers are placed from the prow to the middle, the traveller and his 
equipage at the poop, under Ihelter from the fiih and rain beneath a rounded canopy, 
formed with much ingenuity by the natives, of matted palm leaves. This fpecies of 
bower has a cavity in the middle of the roof, by which light is admitted, and it ferves 
Iikdwife to enter by ; in cafe of rain, or otheru ife at the pleafure of the traveller, this 
entrance is clofed by a Hiding roof of limilar materials, which draws over that which 
is fixed. 

We refolved on continuing our voyage by night as well as by day, in order to over- 
take if pofiible, the brigantines, or large canoes difpatched annually by the Portuguefe 
mMonaries to Para in quell of necelfaries. During the day our Americans paddled 
along ; two only of their number kept watch during the night, the one at the prow, 
the other at the ftern, to preferve the boat in the current. 

In undertaking a chart of the courfe of the river of Amazons, I provided myfelf a 
refource againft the tirefomenefs of a weary though tranquil voyage through a country, 
in which the continued famenefs of objects, however novel in themfelves, tended to 
fatigue racier than pleafe the eye. My attention was perpetually engrofled by the com- 
pafs, and tfye watch I held in my hand, in order to obferve the defledions of the courfe 
of the river, and the time occupied between each bend ; to notice the varying breadth 
of its bed, and that of the mouths of the different rivers it receives, with the angles 
formed by them on delivering their waters ; the occurrence of iflands and the length 
of them ; but efpecially to afeertain the degree of celerity with which the current flow- 
ed, and the canoe proceeded along, ufmg folr thefe laft purpofes various,methods too 
tedious to explain. Every inftant of my time was employed : repeatedly I fathomed 
the depth of the ftream ; almoft every day I took a meridianal altitude, and oftentimes 
obferved the amplitude of the fun at its rifing and fetting : wherever I made a halt, 
there likewife did I determine the height of the barometer. I lhall notice thefe obfer- 
vations only in the molt remarkable fpots, referving a more minute detail for our pri- 
vate meetings. 

On the 25th we palled on the north fide the river Tiger, which polfibly exceeds in 
fize the cogfiominal one in Afia, but which, for its celebrity lefs happily* fituate, is 
here loft, owing to the vaft fuperiority of a number of other rivers. This day at an 
early hour, we halted on the fame fide of the river at a million newly eftablilhed 
among favages, denominated Tameos, who had recently been drawn from the woods. 
The language of this people is indefcribably difficult, and their enunciation ftill more 
extraordinary than .their language. They draw theiv breath in fpeaking in fuch manner 
that the found of Scarcely one vowel can be diftinguilhed. JJjhfiy have words wlpch, 
to deferibe, and then but imperfectly, would require at Teaft nine of ten fyllables, 
thbugh as pronounced by them they feem to confilt of but three or four ; Poettarfaro* 
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rineoaroac fignifies file number three in this tongue : happily for thofe who have tranf- 
adtioos with them, their arithmetic goes no fcrther. However incredible it may 
Appear, this is not the only American nation with whom an equal poverty of numbers 
is common. The Brazilian tongue, a language fpoken by 'people lets favage and 
uncivilized, is equally barren ; the people who fpeak it, where more than three is to 
be expreffed, are obliged to ufe the Portuguefe. 

The Yameos are well fkilled in the art of making long Sarbacanas, the moft com- 
mon inftrument ufed by native Americans on their hunting excurfions. Within 
thefe they infert fmall arrows, made of wood, and, inftead of being feathered, fur- 
rounded by a ball of cotton which cxa&ly fills the cavity of the tube. By a ftrong 
puff of the breath they dart thefe arrows to the diftance of thirty or forty paces, ana 
fcarcely ever mifs their aim. This fimple inftrument ferves as an admirable fubftitute 
among all thefe favages for fire-arms. " The points of thefe diminutive arrows, as jvell 
as thofe they fhoot from their bows, are fteeped in a poifon of fuch activity, that when 
recent it kills any animal from which the inftrument dipped in it may chance to draw 
blood. Notwithftanding we had fowling peices, we fcarcely ever, in going down the 
river, ate of game killed by other means than thefe arrows, the tips of which we 
often difeovered in eating, between our teeth ; there is no danger from fuch occur- 
rences, for the venom of this poifon is only mortal when abforbed by the blood, in 
which cafe it is no lefs fatal to man than to animals. The antidote is fait, but of'Mfer- 
dependence fugar. In their proper place, I fhall notice the experiments I made to 
afeertain the truth of this opinion, as well at Cayenne as at Leyden. 

The next day, the 26th, we fell in with, on the fouthem fide of the mouth of the 
Ucayale, one of the largeft rivers which fwett the tide of the Maranon. It is even a moot 
point which of the two fhou}d be efteemed the chief, and which the tributary. At their 
confluence, the Ucayale is the broadeft of the two, and its fources are more diftant 
and more copious than thofe of the other ; it receives the waters of many^provinces 
of Peru, and at the fame degree of latitude at which the Maranon is only a torrent, 
it is enlarged by the tribute of the Apu-rimac, and already flows a confiderable 
ftream ; to conclude, the Ucayale, on meeting the Maranon, repulfes its tide and 
changes its courfe. On the other hand, before its jundlure with the Ucayale, the Ma- 
•ranon makes a long circuit and receives the rivers St. Jago, Paftaca, Guallaga, he, % 
moreover, tfr Maranon is throughout its courfe of very great depth. Still again the 
depth of the Ucayale has never /et been fathomed, nor is it known what the number 
or what the volume of the rivers it receives. I think therefore that the queftion, of 
which fhotild be confidered the main ftream, muft remain undecided till the Ucayale 
be better known. This it was likely to have been at one period, bat the Infurreftion 
oftheCunivos and the Piros, who maffacred their miffionary in 1605, byoccafioning 
the abandonment of the eftablifhments effected on its banks, have placed this event at 
a diftance. 

.Below the Ucayale the breadth of the Maranon is vilibly increafcd, as is the num- 
ber of its iflands. On the 27th in the morning, we reached the miflionary eftablifh- 
ment of Saint Joachim, compofed of- a number of American nations, efpecially of 
the Omaguas, a people formerly powerful, and which a century before inhabited the 
iflands and banks of the Amazons river throughout afpace of two hundred leagues 
below the Napo. Neverthelefs this* people is not efteemed to be originally of this 
country, and there js much probability that they proceeded to their fettlement on the 
Maranon down feme of the rivers which flow into it from the new kingdom of Gre- 
vol. xiv. e o nada, 
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nada, flying hither to avoid the dominion of the Spaniards, at the period of their con- 
quering the country they abandoned. 4 

This opinion is founded on the /aft of the exiftence of a nation near the fource of 
one of thefe rivers, and known by the name of Omagua ; on the ufe of clothes, *a cir- 
cumftance noticed among the Omaguas alone of all the tribes found on the Amazons \ 
feme veftiges of the ceremony of baplifm ; and finally, certain disfigured traditions. 
Father Samuel Fritz converted the whole of this people to chriftianity at the clofeof 
the laft century (the feventeenili), and as many as thirty of their villages are laid down 
by name, in the map of that Father, of which however we could only trace the ruins 
or the fite ; the whole of their population, intimidated by certain ruffians from Para* 
who afeended the river thus far, and made Haves of many of them, having fled to 
the woods, or difperfed among the millions of Spain and Portugal. 

The Peruvian word Omagua, and the Brazilian term Cambevas, applied by the 
Portuguefe of Para to thefe people, alike fignily flat-head ; and in fait this nation has 
adopted the whimfical practice of prefling between two boards, the forehead of their 
new-born infants, in order to give it the lingular form which originated their denomi- 
nation, and, as they fay, to make them more perfectly refemble the full moon. The 
language of the Omaguas is as fweet and eafy of enunciation, as that of the Yameos 
is harffi and difficult : it has no affinity to that of Peru or that of Brazil, the one 
co|phon above, the other below the country of the Omaguas, along the banks of 
the river. 

The Omaguas make great ufe of two plants, both purgative ; the flower of the one, 
called by the Spaniards Floripondio, refembles an inverted bell ; this plant has been 
deferibed by F. Feuillee ; of the other plant*called Curupa, I brought away the feed. 
This people, by means of thefe, effect an intoxication which lalts twenty-four hours, 
during which they are fubject to extraordinary vifions. They moreover take the Cu- 
rupa dried and reduced to powder, as we do fnuff, but after a lingular rfaffiion. They 
ufe for the purpole a reed terminating in two prongs like the letter Y, each extremity 
of which is inferted into either noftril ; from thefe, by a Itrong infpiration which occa- 
fions their making a grimace that to Europeans, accultomed to refer every thing to 
their own cuftoins, appears truly laughable, they inhale the powder. 

In a country where heat and moiflurc combine to excite the greatefl: fertility, it 
will naturally be concluded, that the abundance and t variety of plants nrnft be great. 
Thofe of the province of Quito will not have efcape‘3 the refearches of our aflociate 
M. Jof. de Juffieu, but I may fafely affirm, that the multiplicity and diverlity of the 
trees and plants found on the banks of the Amazons river, in its courfe from the Cor- 
dilleras de los Andes to the fea, and on the, banks of the different rivers its tributaries, 
would require years of toil from the molt indefatigable botanift, and employ for t{je 
fame fpace more than one draughtftnan to deferibe. I fpeak here merely of the labour 
which a minute delineation of all thefe plants, and the reduction of them into clafles,, 
genera, and fpecies, would neceflarily require, hut if to this were fuperadded an 
examination into the virtues aferibed to them by the natives of the country, certainty 
the rooft interefting part of a ftudy of' this nature, how tedioufly long were the talk ! 
JSTo doubt thefe virtues have been much mis-ftated and greatly exaggerated by prejudice- 
and' ignorance, but are we to imagine that Bark, Ippecacuhana, Simarolja, Salfaparilla,, 
Cuiacum, Cacos, and Vanilla, are the only ufefujt plants which the fruitful bofotW of 
Amem* prefents ? And does not the well-atteffed and widely-ackncwtrledged uf&U&efs' 
s^iwle hold forth encouragement to new refearches ? For tny partial! 7 #as enabled. 
toeJKft, was, to colleft feed ,at every ftep of my journey, where this was pr&dieable,. 

The- 
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The genus of plants which fe^raed moll to ftrike the attention of new comers, on 
account of the Angularity of its different fpedes, was in my efteem the Liana, a 
kind of oziers, which as before noticed ferveslh lieu of cordage, and which is very 
abundant in all the hot parts of America. All the fpecies of this genus have this in 
common, that they twine around the trees and fhrubs in their way, and after pro- 
greffively extending to the branches, occafionally to a prodigious height, throw out 
Jhoots which, declining perpendicularly, ftrike root in the ground beneath, and rife 
again to repeat the fame courfe of uncommon growth- Other filaments again, driven 
obliquely by the winds, frequently attach themfelves to contiguous trees, and form 
a confufed fpechclc of cords, fome in fulpenfion, and others ftretched in every direc- 
tion, not unfrequently refembling the rigging of a fhip. Of thefe Lianas there are 
fcarcely any but to which fome particular virtues are afcribed, fome of therh with 
appropriate juftice, as in the inftance of Ippecacuhana- In many parts I obfcrved a- 
fpecics readily difcovered by its potent and diftinft odour, refembling that of garlic. 
Some of thefe Lianas are as thick as, nay thicker even than the arm of man, and fome, 
like the Boa Conftri&or its victims, ftrangle and deftroy the tree round which they 
twine their parafitic arms : to thefe, a well-earned name, the Spaniards have given the 
title of Matapalo (wood-killer). At times it happens that the tree dies at root, and 
the trunk rots and falls in powder, leaving nothing but the fpirals of the Liana in form 
of a tortuous column, infulated, and open to the day ; nature in this inftance laughing 
to fcorn, and defying the imitations of art. wr 

The gums, refins, balfams, nay juices of every fort, which exude by incifion from 
different kinds of trees, as well as the various oils extraded from them, are number- 
ids. The oil obtained from a palm called Ungurave is reputed to be equally fweet, 
and by fome as pleafant to the tafte, as that of the olive. That of others again, for 
example the Andiroba, yields a brilliant light, without the leaft offenfive fmell. In 
many parts th-i Americans, in lieu of oil, burn Copul, furrounded by leaves from the 
Banana tree j in others, certain feeds threaded on a pointed flip of wood, which, fiuck 
in the ground, ferves as a candleftick. The refin called Cahouchou in the province 
of Quito, where it grows in the vicinage of the fea, is alfo very common on the banks 
of the Maraiion, and is ufed there for fimilar purpofes ; when frefh, by means of 
moulds, any lhape L given to it at pleafure ; it is impervious to rain, but its moft re* 
markable property is its elafticity. Of it* are made infrangible bottles, boots, and hoi-,, 
low balls, which can be flattened at will, but which, when the preffure that flattens 
them is removed, affume again-*their priftine form. From the Omaguas the Portuguese 
of Para learnt the method of forming fyringes of the fame matter, and pumps which 
need no fucker : thefe fyringes are made in the lhape of a popr, with a neck at the 
extremity, that, as well as the body, being hollow. Into this i eck a cane is fitted. 
iVllen it is wifhed to fill this veffel with a fluid, the air is expelled by preffure, and 
the reed inferted downwards into- the fluid ; on removal of the preffure the veffel relumes 
its lhape, and the fluid preffed upon by the circumambient air, is forced into the va- 
owro formed by the reftoration of its lhape to the veffel ; this when full being fuddenly 
preffed the contained liquid is expelled with the fame effed as from a fyringe j among 
the Omaguas it is a very common utenfil. When they affemble on occafion of any 
etJtejriainspent, the raafter of the holife never fails to prefent one of thefe bottles to 
•«ach of his guefti? and its contents are voided conftantly previous to the beginning of 
ft grand dinner., , . ’ 

At Sain* Joachim we took other canoes and a frelh crew, departing thence the*a<#h 
iulv. with a defien of reaching the mouth of the Napo h|ftime to obferve at that " 
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an emerfion of the firft Satellite of Jupiter, which would occur on the night between 
the 31ft and the ift of. Augult. From the period of commencing my journey, I had 
no certain point of longitude ascertained wherewith to corredt my computed diftances, 
from well to eall ; however the travels of Orellana, Texeira, and Father Acuna which 
had rendered famous the river Napo, and th^ pretenfions of Portugal to both fides of 
the river of Amazons as far as the Napo,' made it important to determine the exadl 
pofition 6f this point. In fpite of various oh Hades, I happily fucceeded in completing 
my obfervation, and thus reaped the firft fruit of the toil which the tranfport of a 
telefcope eighteen feet long, over mountains and through woods, for the fpace of one 
hundred and fifty leagues, mull neceffarily have occafioned. My fellow-traveller^ 
actuated with the fame' zeal as myfelf, on this occafion, and on a variety of others at 
which he rendered me alfiftance, was of great lervice, his intelligence and activity 
hieing equally exerted. I firft obferved the height of the fun at noon, in an ifland 
oppefite to the great mouth of the Napo, which I found to be 3 0 24 S. I computed 
the whole breadth of the Maranon below the ifland, at nine hundred toifes, but was 
only able to meafure one of its branches trigonometrically. The Napo appeared to me 
fix hundred toifes broad above the iflands at its mouth, which divide it into feveral 
arms. At length, the fame night, I obferved the emerfion of the firft fatellite of Ju- 
piter, and immediately afterwards, to afeertain the time, I took the height of two liars. 
The intervals between the obfervations were computed by an excellent watch, and by 
theft means, the mounting and regulating of a pendulum, a matter which was fcarcely 
polfible of execution, and which would have required fome time, was rendered 
unneceflfary. The refult of the calculation I made, was, that the difference between 
the two meridians of Paris and the mouth of the Napo, was four hours and throe 
quarters. This determination will be rendered more exact when the precife inftant 
of obfervation lhall be afeertained at fome place the longitude of which is known, and 
*at which the emerfion may have been vifible. , 

After obferving the longitude, we continued our way ; and the next morning, the 
iff: Auguft, landed tell or twelve miles below the mouth of the Napo at Pevas, now 
the laft of the miftionary eftablilhments belonging to Spain on the banks of the Ma- 
ranon. Father Fritz had laid them down as extending two hundred leagues beyond, 
but, in 1710, the Portugucfe poffeffed thenifelves of the major part of the lands, thus 
deferibed as pertaining to Spain. The lavages of the neighbourhood of Napo were 
never completely fubdued by the Spaniards, for, at •different periods, the governors 
and milfionaries fent to reduce them to fubjection, have been maffacred ; but fifteen or 
twenty years back, the Jefuits of Quito formed eftablilhments here anew, fending other 
milfionaries ; and thefe fettlemcnts, at prelent, are in a highly fiourifhing condition. 

The name of Pevas, given to the town at which we landed, is that of an American 
nation, many individuals of which are inhabitants ; but here are collected Americans oV 
divers nations, each of which has a language peculiarly its own, as is common over the 
whole continent. It fometimes happens, that a language is known to no ‘more than 
two or three families, the wretched veltige of a tribe, deftroyed, and devoured by fom^ 
other : for, notwithftanding there are at prefent no man-eaters along the banks of the 
Maranon, there yet exift inland, particularly towards the.. north, and along the Yapura, 
tribes of Americans, who eat their prifoners. The majority qf the new inhabitants of 
PeVRS are favages, newly enticed from their woods, and yet unconverted to Chriftianity ; 
the necelfary preliminary of 'debrutalizing them, a talk of no fmall difficulty, not paving; 
yet been completed.. 
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On the prefent occafion, it is not meet I fhould expatiate on the manners and cuf- 
toms of thefe nations, and of others' I met with, Jpeyond what is neceflary, from their 
relation to phyfics or natural hiftory ; I fhall fay nothing, therefore, refpe&ing their 
dances, inftruments, entertainments, arms, fifhing, and hunting apparatus, their whim- 
fical ornaments of bones of fifhes and quadrupeds, run through their noftrils and lips, 
,or of their cheeks riddled with holes, which ferve them for fixing in feathers of various 
hues ; but anatomifts will poflibly fee a theme for reflection in the monftrous extenfion 
of the lobe of the lower part of the car, of certain nations of this people, without 
any fenfible diminution of its thickncfs occurring in confequence of the prolongation. 
We were much furprized at feeing lobes of this defeription, four or five inches in 
length, pierced through by a hole from feventeen to eighteen lines in diameter, a cir- 
cumftance which we were allured was far from uncommon. After firft making a hole, 
they infert in it a narrow cylinder of wood, the fize of which is gradually augmented, 
until the pendant lobe is fo much lengthened as to reach the fhoulders. The chief de- 
coration is a large nofegay or tuft of herbs and flowers, which is drawn through this 
hole, forming moft uncommon pendants. 

From Pevas, the lalt of the miffionary fettlements belonging to the Spaniards, to 
St. Pablo, the firft defeending the river pertaining to the Portuguefe *, and in which a 
deputation from the order of Mount Carmel officiates, the diftance is reckoned fix or 
feven days’ journey ; this diftance we travelled in three days and nights. In this inter- 
val no dwelling is found on the banks of the river. . Here begin the large iflaHkis 
formerly inhabited by the Omaguas, and here the bed of the river increafes lb much in 
breadth, that oftentimes a fingle arm of it is from eight to nine hundred toiles broad. 

’ As fo wide an extent of furface prefents great room for the adion of wind, the waves, 
here run fo high, as at times to overwhelm the canoes by which it is navigated. On 
our paflage from Pevas to Saint Pablo, we experienced two ftorms ; but owing to the 
long experience of the Americans, it rarely happens they are furprized in the middle of 
the river, and no imminent danger is to be apprehended, except where they are pre- 
vented from feeking fhelter at the frequent mouths of fmall rivers or rivulets. Imme- 
diately after the fubfidence of the wind, the current of the ftream reltores the furface 
to its priftine tranquillity. 

The greateft peril iii navigating this river arifes from the frequency of uprooted trees 
flicking in the fand or mud, and concealed below the furface ; we ourfelves, by link- 
ing againft one thus under water', on approaching the fhore to gather feme wood 
recommended as efficacious in the dropfy, were nearly overfet. To avoid fuch acci- 
dents, the canoes are kept at a diftance from fhore, when, owing to the great depth, 
fuch trees as are carried along by the current float, and, being feen from a diftance, 
tare eafily avoided. 

i ¥ \ fhall not dilate on another accident, much lefs common, but always fatal, to which 
thofe are liable who keep near the coaft, I mean the fudden fall of trees, whether owing- 
to caducity!; *or the ground beneath them being gradually undefined by the waters. 
M$hy canoes with all their crews have by fuch cafualties been entirely overwhelmed, 
though, unlefs on fnnilar occafions, the drowning of a native is an occurrence never 
heard of. ' ' * 

On the immediate banks of the Marhnon there is, now no warlike tribes inimical to 
Europeans, all paving either fubmitted or withdrawn themfelves to the interior : Hill, 


* By reference to the letter of Mr. Godin, will be feen, that two fettlements, fince the voyage of M.. 
dc la Condamine, have been formed ; the one Loieta, belonging to thcJjjpaniards, he low Pevas, the otttffe 
Savatinga, belonging to the Portuguefe, above San Pablo, at the moutn of the river Yavari. ” 



230 condamine's travels 

in fome places, it would be hazardous to deep on Ihore. But a few years back the fon 
of a Spanifh governor, whofe father|ve knew at Quito, on defcending this river, hav- 
ing ventured to land, was furpriled in the!* woods, and maffacred by favages from the 
interior, who by unlucky chance had ftolen as far as the banks of the river. The fa<5l 
was related to us by a companion of his who efcaped the danger, and is now fettled at 
one of the Portuguese eilabliihments. 

The miflionary at St. Pablo, apprifed before-hand of our coming, had prepared for 
us a large canoe, pirogue, or brigantine, with fourteen rowers and a matter. He 
moreover afforded us, in another canoe, a Portuguefe ibr a guide ; indeed from him, 
as well as from the whole of the monks of his order; we received courtefies which 
made us for the time forget we were in the centre of America, five hundred leagues 
from countries inhabited by Europeans. At St. Pablo we firli began to notice, in Hep 
' of ruftic chapels, and bowers Ibr dwellings made of reeds, houfes and churches of 
ftohe, brick, and plafter, neatly whitened. We were Hkcwife agrecatty furpriled at 
meeting here amid the deferts with native women all clad in Britany linen, coffers with 
locks and keys, iron utenfils, needles, knives, feiliars, combs, and a variety of little 
European articles imported hither annually by the natives, who purchafe them in barter 
for the wild cocoa they gather on the banks of the river, and which they iranfport to 
Para. This commerce fpreads among thefe people a fernblance of cafe and comfort which 
at frrft glance dillinguilhes the Portuguefe from the Spanilh fettlements higher up the 
river. The latter, as the inhabitants hold no intercourfe with their neighbours down 
the river, but draw every thing from Quito, whither they go fcarcely once in a year, 
and from which they are effectually as much divided by the Cordilleras as by a fea a 
thoufand leagues in breadth, in every particular exhibit the difficulty with which the 
conveniences of life are procured. , 

The canoes in ufe among the Portuguefe, and which we employed down the river 
from St. Pablo, are much larger, and far more convenient, than thole in which we 
navigated among the Spanifh fettlements. The trunk of a tree, which conflitutes the 
whole body of the latter, ferves only to frame the keel and bottom of thefe : in con- 
ftrufting a vefiel of this kind, the Portuguefe firft fplit the tree, and hollow it out with 
the axe ; they afterwards open it by means of fire to give it breadth : but as the depth 
is confequently diminiflied by this procels, they add planks to thh fides, which arc fa 11- 
ened to ribs fixed in the kecl-trce. The rudtler in thefe canoes is fo contrived, that the 
tiller in nowife inconveniences the cabin or little ‘apartment fafhioned in the poop. 
Some of thefe veifels are fixty feet long, by feven broad, and three and a half deep ; 
■while others again are much larger, and are manned with forty oars : moll of them 
have two malts and fails, a very material advantage on afeending the ftream under 
favour of the ealt winds, which prevail from October to May. About four or five 
years ago, one of thefe brigantines of moderate lize, decked over, and manned by 
French trader and three mariners of the fame nation, to the great aftonifhment of the 
inhabitantSTof Para, ventured well out t5 fea, and in fix days arrived at Cayenne from 
Para, a voyage, as will be fecn, (from my following the common practice of the 
country and coalting along ihore, as belt fuited the objeft I had of taking a chart of . 
the coaft,) which I was two months in completing. 

In five days and nights, not including about two days’ halt at the intervening fettle- 
ment of Y viratahJ, Traquatuha, Paraguari, and Tefe, we completed qur voyage from 
St. Pablo to Coari. Coari is the laft of the fix fettlements of the Portuguefe Carmelite 
miffionaries ; the five firll have rifen out of the wreck of the eftablifhment anciently 
fdrmed by Father Samuel Fritz, and competed of a variety of nations, moil of them 
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emigrants from tlieir former abodes. The whole fix are ftationary on the fouthern fide 
of tne river, on which the land lies higher, an^is flickered from floods. Between 
Saint Pablo and Coari,. we noticed the conppnc *ith the Amazons of a number of 
large and beautiful rivers. From the foutn, the chief are the Yutay, of fuperior volume 
to the Yuruca, by which it is fucceeded, and which, at its mouth, has a breadth of three 
hundred and fixty-two toifes ; the Tefe, called by Father Actfna the Tapi, and the 
Coari, which fome years back was regarded as a lake ; the direfticn of all is from fouth 
to north, their fources in the mountains eaftward of Lima and north of Cufco. They 
. are all of them navigable for a fpace requiring feveral months to afeend, proceeding from 
their mouths ; and different American natives relate, that on the banks of the Coari, in 
the higher lands, they had obferved an open country, flies and a number of horned 
cattle (the fpoils of which they exhibited on their return), objetts to which they were 
tinufed, and which prove that the early waters of tliefe rivers take their courfe through 4 
countries widf|i different from thofe they inhabit, and, no doubt, contiguous to the 
Spanifh colonres of Upper Peru, where, as is known, the multiplication of cattle is 
very great. On the northern fide, the Amazons likewife receives, between the tu r o 
places adverted to, two large and famous rivers ; the Yea, which, like the Napo, flows 
from the vicinage of Pafio, north of Quito, where the miffionary cftablifhment of Fran- 
eifeans, called Sucumbios, is fituate, and where the inhabitants call it Putumayo ; the 
Yupura, the fources of which are farther north, and which, in its early progrefs, is 
denominated the Caqueta, a name utterly unknown by the inhabitants at its different 
mouths, for it empties its waters into the Amazons by feven or eight branches, which 
leave the main trunk in fucceffion, and at fuch diftance the one from the other, that 
•there is an interval of a hundred leagues between the point of entrance of the firft and 
the laft of them. The j^nericans on their banks give various names to thefe, which 
have caufed them to be miftaken for different rivers. Yupura is that by which one of 
the largefl is knqwn, and, following the practice of the Portuguefe, who have extended 
this name on afeending it, I give the fame denomination, not only to that branch f» 
called by the natives, but likewife to the trunk itfelf. The whole of the country watered 
by thefe ftreams is fo low, that when the water in the Amazons is at its greateft height, 
it is flooded, and admits the paffage of canoes from one branch to the other, as well as 
from thefe branches f lakes in the interior. The banks of theYurupa are in fome 
places inhabited by thofe ferocious nations *of whom 1 have already fpoken, who mutu- 
ally deftroy each other, and who, many of them, devour their captives. The trunk of 
this river, and indeed its branches, are frequented by few other Europeans befides thofe 
of Para, who refort thither by ftealth to purchafe flaves. We fhall advert again to the 
Yupura, in fpeaking pf the Rio Negro. 

In thefe parts it was that Texeira, afeending the river in 1637, ie< Jvcd in exchange, 
.fk?m the ancient inhabitants of an American village, certain trinkets of a very fine gold 
which, affayed at Quito, proved to be twenty-three carats fine. This village he called 
The Q olden*. On his return, he planted a landmark, and took pofieflion o£it in the 
name of His Majdly of Portugal, on the 26th Augufl 1639, by an aft which is ftill 
preferved in the archives of Para, in which it was feen by me. This a£t, figned by all 
the officers of his detachment, ftates the pofition of the place to have been on high land 
oppofite to the mouths of the Golden River. * 

Father Acuna declares that by different channels which he poinjs out, there is a 
communication between the Yupura and the Yquiary, the river which he calls the 
Golden. He adds, moreover, that the inhabitants of the banks of this river carry on 
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traffic in this metal with the Majiaos * their neighbours* and thefe again ..with the 
people of the banks of the Amazo«f|pf whom he himfelf purchafed a pair of gpldqn 
ear-rings. Father Fritz in his joJHi that in 1687, that is to fay fifty years 

later than Father Acuna, he faw erght or *n canoes of Manaos, who, taking advan- 
tage of the floods, had proceeded from their abodes on the Yurubefh, to trade with 
his flock on the north bank of the Amazons. He fays that among other articles they 
brought fraall plates of beaten gold, which thefe fame Manaos received in exchange 
from tffe Americans of the Yquiary. All thefe places and rivers are laid down on the 
chart of this Father. So many concordant teftimonials, proceeding all from refpeft- 
able individuals, leave no room for doubting of the tri^h of thefe fads ; and this, not- 
withftanding the river, the lake, tltte gold mine, the land-m^rk, and even the Golden 
village itfelr, have vaniihed like a fairy palace, fo that on the very fpots defignated all 
memory of them is loft. 

JCven in the time of Father Fritz himfelf, the Portuguefe, forgettkfc the title on 
which their pretenfions were founded, infilled that the land-mark rSId by Father 
Texeira was placed higher up the river than the province of Omaguas, while, running 
into the oppofite extreme. Father Fritz, a miflionary i’ubjeft of the crown of Spain, 
maintained that it was reared only in the neighbourhood of the river Cuchivara, lower 
towards the mouth by two hundred leagues. As is ever the cafe in difputed matters, 
each party launched into extremes. As for the fpot where the land-mark was planted 
in the Golden village, if the diftrift in which the fourth Portuguefe million is fituate 
defeending the river, be well examined, which is called Paraguari, and Hands on the 
fouth fide of the Amazons, fome leagues above the mouth of the Tefe, where I ob- 
ferved the latitude to be 3 0 20' S. it will be found to unite all the charafteriftics by 
which the fite of the famous village is marked in the aft of Texeira, dated at Guayaris, 
and in the relation of Father Acuna. The Gupura confequently, one of whofe mouths 
is oppofite to Paraguari, will be the Rio de Ouro, or Golden river, the mouth of 
which noticed in the fame aft as being oppofite to the village. Remains to know 
what have become of the Yurubelh and Yquiari, to which Father Acuna gives the 
name of the Golden River, and to which you afeend by the Tupura ; the difeovery of 
this coll me fomewhat more pains, 1 think however that I have refolved the queltion, 
and perhaps found the origin of the Parima Lake and the celebrated Dorado, but 
regularity and precifion require the poftponement of the difeuflion to the period of our 
treating of the Black River. 

In the courfe of our navigation, we enquired of the people of various nations, if they 
had any knowledge of thofe warlike women which Orellana pretended to have encoun- 
tered*; and if it were true they lived apart from men, receiving them but once a year, 
as is related by Father Acuna, in whofe narrative this forms a part Angularly curious, 
'and well worthy of attention. We uniformly were anfwered, that they had heard th«ir 
fathers fpeak of fuch things, and repeated many particulars which it were tedious to" 
detail, buj^ which tended to confirm the faft, that in this continent did exi/l a republic 
©f women, who lived entirely feparate from the men, and who withdrew towards the 
north into the interior, either by the Black River or fothe other which flows on the 
fame fide into the Maranon. 

■ * Father Fritz writes Manaves. In the French tranilation of Acnna’^harrative, the word is disfigured 

to Jfitavagus. The Fortuguefc at prefent write indifferently cither Manaos or Manaus, pronouncing the 
word Manaoos. 
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An inhabitant of St. Joachim de -Omaguas urfgjtied as that we (hould probably find 
at Chari, an old man whofe father had feen d^K&mazons, but arriving there, we 
found the individual alluded to was dead ; %e n|Pever convened with his fon, who 
feemedto be feventy years of age, and who was the chief of his tribe in the village. 
He aifured us that nis grandfather had in reality feen them pafs by at the entrance of 
$ie Cuchiura river, that they came from the Cayame which falls into the Amazons 
on the fouthem fide, between the Tefe and the Coari, and that he had fpoken with 
four of them, one of whom had an infant at the breaft : he moreover told us the names 
of each of them, and added that on leaving Cuchiura, they crofted the Great River 
and proceeded towards the Black River. I omit here feveral particulars related, un- 
likely* in themfelves, but which at bottom were of little import. Below Coari, the 
natives every where related to us the fame fe£ts, varied indeed by circumftances, but 
which agreed in the main. 

The Topayos efpecially, of whom in their place more exprefs mention will be made, 
as well as of certain green (tones called Amazons’ (tones, relate that they inherit them 
from their forefathers who obtained them from the Cougnantainfecouima, a word fig- 
nifying in their language, women without hufbands, among whom as they fay they are 
found in abundance. 

A native inhabitant of Mortigura, a mifiionary fettlement in the vicinage of Para, 
offered to (how me a river, by failing up which I might, he affured me, afcend to within 
a (hort diitance of the country at this very time inhabited by Amazons. This river is 
called Irijo, and fince this converfation paffed I failed by its mouth, which is between 
Macapa and the North Cape. According to this man, it is neceffary, in order to reach 
•the country inhabited by thefe Amazons, to travel for feveral fucceffive days weftward, 
through woods, and crofs a mountainous country. 

An old foldier once belonging to the garrifon of Cayenne, but now fettled near the 
falls of the river Dyapoc, affured me that being one o( a detachment fent into the inte- 
rior in 1726, for the purpofe of exploring the country, they had penetrated into a part 
inhabited by the Amicouanes, a nation with long ears. The region inhabited by thefe 
people lies beyond the fources of the Oyapoc, and in the neighbourhood of a river 
which fells into the Amazons. Among this nation he noticed that their wives and daugh- 
ters wore necklaces fothied of the green (tones I have before mentioned, and enquiring 
whence they procured them, he was anfwered from the women without hufbands, 
whofe territories were feven or • i£ht days journey further towards the weft. This 
nation of Amicouanes inhabit an elevated country at a diftance from the fea, where 
the rivet's do not yet admit of navigation ; it follows therefore that little likelihood 
exifts of this tradition having paffed hither from the inhabitants of th ' Amazons, with 
whom they have no intercourfe, the Amicouanes knowing of no other nations but 
driSfc their immediate neighbours, from among whom the Frenchmen belonging to the 
detachment felc&ed their guides and interpreters. 

1 It is neCe.fary to obferve, that not only the teftimonials adduced, buf affo others 
paffed by in filence, and thofe of which mention is made in relations given in 1726. 
and fince then by two Spanifli governors * of the province of Venezuela, are alike in 
urnfon with refpeCt to the fedt of the exiftence of Amazons ; but what is no lefs deferv. 
ing of remark, while thefe^different accounts defignate the point of retreat of thefe 
American Amazons, fome towards tKe eaft, others the north, and others again the 
weft, thefe feveral directions converge in one common center, that is, the mountains 

i Don Diego Portales lately a refident of Madrid, 'and Don Francifco Torralva who was his fucceffor. 
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in^e mijdft flf Gaya»^ a diih-^y||Mtich neither the Ityrtttgtiefe of Kira, nor -'the 
jp^ncA of Cayenne, have hithertqHprated. Yet noti^ftahdjtog thefe corrobwa* 
tions I muft confefe, that I (hall g^P^ectence to the exifterice of Amazons at tj^s time, 
in the fpot pointed out, with great relu&ance, until more pbftfive proofs be gradually 
afforded by the natives of the countries in the neighbourhood of the European colonies 
on the coaft bf Guyana; but this migratory nation will very poffibly again have- 
changed its refidence ; or, what to me appears a more probable event than any other, 
will have forfaken its antient habits, either in confequence of being overpowered by 
feme other nation, or of the maidens having at length loft the averfion of their mo- 
thers to the company of men. Thus, though no remaining veftige fhould be found 
of this feminine republic, this would not yet prove that none fuel; had ever exifted. 

. Sufficient on the contrary has been adduced to determine the hiftorical fatft of the 
'exiftence at one rime, of a nation of women who had no men living with them. For 
the cuftoins of this nation, and efpecially that of cutting off one of their breafts, as, 
trufting to the tales of American natives, Acuna relates ; thefe are accefforial circu al- 
liances, independent of the fa£t itfelf, and are probably exaggerations or inventions of 
Europeans informed of the practices attributed to the Amazons of Aiia, and which a 
fondnefs for the wonderful may have caufed the natives of America learning thefe tales 
from them, to interweave in their narratives. _ In faft, it is ftated, that the Cacique 
who admonilhed Orellana to be on his guard againft the Amazons, whom in the lan- 
guage of his country he denominated Comapuyaras, deferibing them as but with one 
. breaft ; and the native of Coari, on repeating the relation of his grand-father who faw 
four Amazons, one of them fuckling her child, made no mention of this peculiarity, 
one of too remarkable a nature to have efcaped obfervation. 

I return to the principal fad. If, in refutation of the exiftence of a nation of this de- 
feriprion, be aliedged the want of probability, and the next to moral impoflibility, that fuch 
a feminine republic could be founded and fubfift, I fliall not attempt to fupport it by in- 
ftancing the antient Amazons of Afia, nor the modem ones of Africa *, as what we read 
of thefe in antient and modern authors, is at beft much nfingled with fable,' and open, 
to difpute ; but fhall confine myfelf to remarking that if ever fuch a nation had exift- 
ence, there is moft reafon to conclude it muft have been in America, where the frequent 
wanderings of the women, who often accompany their hufbanefs to war, and the hard- 
fhips of their domeftic life, might not only originate fuch an idea, but*!ikewife furnifhi 
them with numberlefs opportunities of /halving off rite yoke of their tyrants, of forming 
an independent eftablifhment, and of avoiding that vilifying condition of flavery, fo 
Kttlewremoved from that of beafts of burthen, in which they had' previoufly lived.. 
Sucna refolution once formed, it would neither be more extraor<|jnary, nor more 
difficultpo put it in execution than fimilar plans, in the European colonies of America ; 
whence flaves, who weary of ill-treatment, or difgufted with their condition, fo 
quently fly to the woods, either in bands, or where no affociates are found, alone ; 
thus paflmg years, and oftentimes their whole lives, in the folitude of t& unbounded 
wildernefs. 

; jam aware that if not all, yet the majority of the natives of South America ate 
liars, credulous, and prone to the marvellous.; but none of thefe people could ever 
heard of t f he Amazons of Diodorus, Siculus, and Juftin, previous t6 arrival 
uf tjhe Spaniards among them ; but even then Amazons were fpoken or as fi|rifting in 

* Father Labat, and the deferiptioa of Eaflern Ethiopia by Father Juan de Santo*, in Portu- 
guefej and the French ttwiflatibn at Pari*. , • 
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the center Of the comnfyry, and have fince been by nations who never had held com- 
merce with Europeans. ’ This is proved by thiggivice given by the Cacique to Orel- 
lana and his people, and by the trading JBed by Father Acuiia aiid Father 
Baraze # . Is it ppflible to conceive that jjjmMps* inhabiting countries fo diftant/bne 
from the other, fhould have leagued togeJK^n inventing the fame faft, and that this 
^iippofed fable fhould be fo uniformly an#*®; generally adopted at Maynas, at Para, 
m Cayenne, and in Venezuela, among fo many nations who comprehend not one the 
language of the other, and who have no intercourfe whatever ? 

Mon ver, 1 have not enumerated the authors and travellers f of different nations of 
Europe , [ vho during more than two centuries, have continued to fpeak of the exiftence 
of Amazons in America, and of whom many pretend to have feen them, contenting 
myfelf with the adduction of new teflimonies, which Mr. Maldonado and myfelf were 
enabled to colled on oift way. A difcuffion on this queftion may be feen in the preface 
to the firft book of the Teatro Critico of Father Feijoo, a Spanifh Benedidine, <he 
work of his learned difciple Father Sarmiento of the fame order. 

On the 20 th of Auguft we left (Joari in a frefh canoe, and with another crew. The 
Peruvian language fpoken by Mr. Maldonado and our domcftics, and of which I had 
a flight knowledge, enabled us to hold converfe with the natives of the country, in all 
the miffionary fettlements of the Spaniards, in which it has been the ftudy or thefe to 
make it the common language. At St. Pablo and at Tefe we had Portuguefe inter- 
preters, who fpoke the Brazilian tongue, introduced in like manner throughout the 
v hole of the eflablifhments of the Portuguefe millions ; but meeting with none at 
Coari, where, fpite of our diligence, we failed in arriving Efficiently in time for the 
great miffionary canoe difpatched to Para, we found ourfelves among the natives with 
whom we could hold no difeourfe other than by figns, and the help of a fhort vocabu- 
lary 1 had framed of queftions in their language, but which vocabulary unfortunately 
could not lead to the comprehenfion of their anfwers. I was neverthelefs enabled to 
gather fome fmall information from them, efpecially the names of rivers. I likewife 
remarked that they were acquainted wjth a number of fixed ftars, and that they gave 
the names of animals to different conftelfations. The Hyades, for example, or the 
head of the bull, they call Tapiera Rayouba, from a name which now fignifies in their 
tongue, 'the bulP» jav*. J fay now, becaufe, fince bulls have been imported from Eu- 
rope in, to America, the Brazilians, as well as the natives of Peru, have applied to 
thefe animals, the name which either of them before in their maternal tongue gave to 
the elk J, the largelt of the quadrupeds they knew before the arrival of Europeans. 

The day after we left Coari, continuing our progrefs down the river, we paffed on 
the northern fide of gne of the mouths of the Yupura, about a hundred IeaguesSfciftant 
from the firft ; and the fucceeding day, on the fouth fide, the mouths of the Purus, 
wS it is now called, formerly denominated the Eucrivara, from the name of a village 
in its neighbourhood ; in this village it was that the grand-father of the old Indian of 
Coari war Vifited by the Amazons. The Purus is inferior in volume to none, of the 
rivers which fwell the current of the Maranon, and if the native Americans can be cre- 
dited, is equal in breadth to even that river itfelf. Seven or eight l&gues below the 

** et curieuses, tome x. * 

t Aroeriiso Vt'fpucc^ Halujfcric Schpiec^h Orellana, Betrio, SirW. Raleigh > Fathers Acuna, Ar- 
tieda, Baraze, 4kc*+ 

1 i hia is a oF .Condamine ; Tapiura, in the Brazilian tongue, does not fignify an elk, but the 

Tapir* an Amphibious animal about two feet high by forty inches in length, fomeqmes wrougly termed a 
Hippopotamus Tuans * / 
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confluence of the two* at a fpot where no iflands were, and where the breadth of the 
Maranon wasffom one iboufand tome thoufand two hundred toifes, while Renaming 
the current with all fail fet, in ordeiEpis well as polfible, to keep the boat Stationary, I 
fouAded,' but found no bottom with on^J^ndred and three fathoms of line. 

On the 23d we entered the Rio Negro # Nor Black River, another fea of frefli water 
which flows into the Amazons on the northern fide. The map of Father Fritz, who 
never entered the Rio Negro, and the laft map of America by Delifle, which copies 
that of Fritz, reprefent this river as having a courfe from north to fouth while the fadt 
is according to the relations of thofe who have afeended it, that its courfe is from weft 
to eaft, with a flight inclination towards the fouth : that fuch is its direction for feveral 
leagues above its confluence with the Amazons, I myfelf had ocular demonftration, 
having obferved that at this point its courfe is fo nearly parallel to that of the Amazons, 

~ ♦hat, were it not for the transparency of its waters, which has earned it the diftindtion 
of «he BlackvRiver, it might be miftaken for a branch of the Amazons, Separated by 
an ifland. We afeended two leagues up this river as high as to the fort built by the 
Portugucfe on its northern bank, at its narroweft breadth, where 1 nteafured it and ’ 
found it to be one thoufand two hundred and three toifes in width. The latitude ol 
the fort I obferved to be 3 0 9' S. This was the firft fettlement ye came to belong- 
ing ‘ to the Portuguefe on the northern fide of the river Maranon. The Rio Negro 
has been frequented by the Portuguefe more than a century, and a great traffic tor 
flaves is carried on, on its banks. On thefe there is conftantly a detachment of Portu- 
guefe from the garrifon of Para, encamped for the purpofe of keeping the different 
American nations in awe, and of facilitating the flave-trade within the limits prescribed 
by the laws of Portugal ; and every year this flying camp called the Redemption Troop 
advances farther into the country. The Captain Commandant was abfent from the 
fort on our arrival, and 1 halted here but four and twenty hours. 

Oh the whole of the banks of the Black River hitherto explored, are fcttleincnts of 
Portuguefe miflionaries of the farqp order of Mount Carmel, we had conftantly noticed 
in descending the Maranon, after quitting the fettlements off the Spanifh miflionaries. 
On afeending this mighty river for a fortnight, three weeks, nay even a longer time, 
it is yet found of ftill greater breadth than at its mouth, owing to the multiplicity of 
iflands and lakes that it forms. Throughout the whole interval of fpace, its banks are 
elevated and never overflowed ; they are lefs thickly covered with wood, qnd altogether 
the country prefents an afpedt widely different from«4,hat which borders the Maranon. 

While at the fort on Rio Negro, we obtained more diftindt information refpedting 
the communication that exifts between this river and the Oronooco, and, consequently, 
betweA the latter and the Amazons. I Shall not detail the various proofs of this fadt 
which I gleaned with care on my voyage, (of which, the molt material was the indis- 
putable teftimony of a native American female, belonging to the Spanifh millions on^. 
the banks of the Oronooco, of the Cauriacani nation, and the village of Santa Maria 
de Barariusa, with whom I held converfation, and who hacHjKjKn brought ftom thence 
in a canoe to Para,) thefe evidences being rendered fuprf^ous by that ultimately ob- 
tained. By a letter from the reverend father John FaWeyta, redfcor Of the college of' 
Jefuits at Para, I have recently learnt that laft year (1744J, the Portuguefe belonging^© 
the flying camp, after afeending from river to river, at length met the fuperior of the 
Jefuits of the Spanifh millions from the banks of <he* Oronooco, whom they brought 
back with them by the way they came, without once landing to their camp on the Rio 
Negro; The fadt, therefore, of the connexion of the two rivers, no longer admits of 
doubt, however contradicted by the recent author of Ei Orinoco Ilujlrada* (Madrid, 
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1741, p, 18.)* long a raiffionary on the banks of the Orinooco, who, in 1741, regarded 
fuch conne&ion as impoffible. He was certainly Jgnorant At that timei that his own 
letters to the Portuguefe commandant, and the almbner of the Redemption Troop, were 
forwarded by the very channel reputed fabulous to Para, where I faw the originals 
themfelves in poflcflion of the governor 5 but even this author himfelf, by what I learn 
from Mr. Bouguer, who faw them laft year at Carthagena in America, is by this time 
completely undeceived. 

The pofitive certainty of an exifting communication between the waters of the two 
rivers, which the cited teftimonials adduce, is a geographical fa£t the more important, 
from the circumftance that, though this union be unequivocally marked on ancient 
maps, it has been generally fupprefled in thofe given by modern geographers, as if by 
common confent, and treated as chimerical by thofe who were Tuppofed to have the 
beft means of information. This, probably, is not the firft example of theoretic con* 
jecture, fupported by plaufibility prevailing over fads attefted by travellers of faisfc; 
nor the only inftance in which criticifm, too far extended, has ventured on denial, where 
juftice allowed but of doubt. 

Yet, where does this communication between the Oronooco and the Amazons take 
place ? This we can learn with exattitude only when the court of Portugal fhall think 
fit to publifh a chart of the Rio Negro. In the meantime, I fhall explain my ideas on 
this fubjed, grounded on a companion of the feveral accounts I colleded in the courfe 
of my travels, with the colledive narratives, memoirs, and maps, in manufeript or in 
print, which 1 have been able to confult, as well on the fpots themfelves as -fince my 
return, and efpccially with the draughts Iketched by my companion and myfelf in the 
• prefence of, and after hearing the relation of the bell informed, among thofe of the 
miflionaries, and others, who had afeended and defeended the Amazons and the Black 
River. 

From thefe combined accounts, the one {Lengthening and elucidating the other, I 
gather, that a frnall village of native Americans in thejjrovince of Mocoa (eaflward of 
that of ttfk), and in i° N.) gives its name of Caqueta to a river on the banks of 
which itIPntuate. Defending lower, this river divides into three branches ; one, the 
famous Oronooco, which mixes with the fea oppofite the ifland of Trinidad, takes a 
norih-eaftern direction t another, the fame as lower down, is called Rio Negro by the 
Portuguefe, flows eaftward with a gentle declination towards the fouth ; the third, the 
Yapura fo often mentioned, has hkewife an eaftward courfe, but with a more fouthem 
inclination than the preceding. 1 am uncertain whether or no this laft river leaves the 
main trunk earlier than the two preceding, or whether it be merely an offspring of the 
fecond branch, the Rio Negro : in determining, I have only coniettu r e for my £uide ; 
but this, founded on fubftantial reafoning, leads me to think tl e f 'rmer of thefe po- 
fiftons moft worthy of aflent. However this may be, it is at leaft plain that, if the 
Yupura be acknowledged as a branch of the Caqueta, (a name unknown on the baq|cs 
of the Amazons) the whole of the relation of Father Acuna refpetting tha^CaquIfeta 
and Yupura, becomes eafy of comprehenfton, and accordant. It is well known, that 
the diverfity of names given to places, and efpecially to rivers, by the various na- 
tions inhabiting their banks, has at all times ocoafioned to geographers the greateft 
perplexity. . 

In this ifland it is, or rather this new Mefopotamia, formed by the Amazons and the 
pronooeo, united by the Rio Negro, that the fabled Golden Lake Parima, and the 
imaginary city Manoa del Dorado, have long been fought, a {peculation which has 
occafioned jhe death of fo many individuals, and, among others, of Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, 
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leigtt y a famous navigator, and one of die mod Alining characters England can boaft, 
one alfo whofe tragical hiftary is fo generally known. It is vifible frorq the exprefiions 
of Father Acuna, that, in his time, the exigence of this fanciful chimera was far 
from general difcredit. „ I rnuft here apologize for a flight geographical detail which too 
clofely belongs to my fubjedt to be omitted, and which may ferve to unravel the origin 
of a romance, which nothing but a thirft for gold could render credible : a town with 
roofs and walls of golden plates, a lake with lands of gold ! * 

Here it will be neceffary to call to mind tihat before has been obferved refpefting the 
Golden River, and the previogfly quoted facts, extracted from the narratives of Fathers 
Acuna and Fritz. 

The Manaos, according to the laft author, were a warlike nation, the dread of all 
their neighbours. They long refilled the Portuguefe, with whom at prefent they are on 
'•friendly terms : many have fettled among the tribes and miflionary f'ettlements on the 
Rio Negro ; while fome (till make long excurlions into the countries iflhabited by 
roving tribes, and are ferviceable to the Portuguefe in their flave-trade. Two of this 
nation it was who penetrated as far as to the Oronooco, , and bore away and fold to the 
Portuguefe the American Chriftian female I have before mentioned. Father Fritz, in 
his journal, fays exprefsly, that thofe Manaos whom he faw trading with the inhabit- 
ants of the banks of the Amazons, and who procured their gold from the Yquiari, 
came from the banks of the Yurubefh. By^dint of inquiry, 1 learnt, that after five 
days’ failing up the Yupura, a lake occurs on the right, which it takes a day to traverfe, 
and which is called Marahi, or Para-hi, a word Signifying, in the Brazilian tongue. 
River Water ; that from this lake, by dragging the canoe along where infuflicient water 
is found, but where, during the floods, there is depth enough for navigating the veffels 
in ufe, one comes to another river called Yurubefh, by which, floating with the cur- 
rent, a paflfagc to the Black River is effected in five days ; finally, that this laft river, a 
few days’ fail above the confluence of the Yurubefh, received another called Quiquiari, 
in which were many catara&s, gki which proceeds from a mountainous country abound- 
ing in mines. Can it be doubteq that thefe rivers are the fame as are allucyjl||p under 
the names of Yurubefh and Yquiari by Fathers Acuna and Fritz ? The latterpk is true, 
gives a different courfe to thefe two rivers, making the Y urubefh a tributary to the 
Yquiari, and the latter to difembogue its waters into a great lake in the interior ; but, 
founding his relation on the teflimonies of American natives alone, frqtn whom it is 
difficult to obtain any clear or diftinft account, efpe>ai,tlly where the intervention of an 
interpreter is necefiary, it is far from furprifmg, ii errors fhould occur ; on the other 
hand, the names of thefe rivers are preferred with but the flighted alteration. On the 
map of Father Fritz, a large affcmblagc of Manaos, which he calls Yencfiti, is laid 
down as inhabiting this diflrift. Of this I was enabled to obtain no fatlsfadlory intelli- 
gence, which is not to be wondered at, when we reflect on the migrations and difpec- 
1 KH 1 of the Manaos’ nation ; at the fame time, it feems highly probable that, from the 
capital of-'the Manaos, the city of Manao was invented. 1 lay no flrefs ‘whatever on 
the poflible derivation of Parima from Marahi or Para-Hi, but confine tnyfelf to authen- 
tic data. The Manaos had a confidcrable affemblage or town in this diflrid ; they had 
in their vicinage a great lake, nay foveral lakes, for colle&ions of water are very corn-, 
mon in a country fo low as this, and fo much liable to inundations. The Manaos, 
moreover, brought gold from the Yquiari, and flattened it into fmall plates : thefe are 
fail!® well eftablifhed, and which may have been exaggerated fo as to have given birth to 
theiabulous city of Manao and the Golden Lake. If the cafuift fhould dwell on the 
difproportion between the fmall plates of gold of the Manaos and the roo^ of golden 
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tiles of the ' city o||Mattk>, t&e particles of gold talked from mines by the Yquiari, 
and the golden fends of theParima lake, he muft:yet allow, great as it really is, that 
cupidity and prejudice, -on the part of European adventurers, determined on finding 
what they fended had exigence ; and, on the part of the native Americans, interested 
in ridding themfelves of unwelcome guefts, a genius prone to exaggeration and lies, that 
thefe, I fay, are media fufficient to account for the affimilation of obje&s thus widely difc 
fimilar in themfelves, and the change and disfigurement of fads, fo as not to be known 
for the fame. The hiftory of the difcoveries in the new world fumiih more than one 
inftancc of metamorphofes equally ftrange. 

I poffefs an extraft from the journal and a copy of the map of Nicolas Hortfman, a 
native of Hildefheim, probably the laft traveller who attempted a difcovery of thefe 
vifionary incognita. They were given to me at Para^by the author himfelf, who, in 
the year 1740, afcended the river Eflequibo, whofe mouth is on the ocean between th» 
rivers Surinam and Oronooco. After having' traverfed lakes and vaft tracks of lafld, 
now dragging, now carrying his canoe, and enduring in his excurfion incredible toil 
and fatigue, but without any traces of the object of his fearch, he at length came to a 
river with a fouthern courfe, by which he defeended into the Rio Negro on its northern 
fide. The Portuguefe have given it the name of Rio Branco, or White River; and to 
the’ river Effequibo, the Dutch have attached that of Parima ; doubtlefs, becaufe of 
their fuppoftng it to proceed from the lak;e of that name ; and, for a fimilar reafon, one 
of the rivers of Cayenne has a like denomination. It may be conceived by fume, that 
this Parima lake was one of thofe eroded by the adventurer laft noticed, but in any of 
them, he found fo little that correfponded with the idea he formed of the Golden Lake, 
‘ as to be far, in my opinion, from adding his fen&ion to fuel) a conje&ure. 

The cryftalline waters of the Black River had barely loft their tranfparence by 
blending with the pale and muddy current of the Amazons, before, on the fouth fide, 
we drew near the fnft moutfeOf another river, fcarcely fecondary to thfe preceding, and 
no lefs reforted to by the Portuguefe. By them it gicalled Rio de Madera, or the 
Wood RlVer, poffibly from the abundance of trees Drought down by its current after 
floods. Some idea of the length of its courfe may be enteitained, from the fed of its 
having been afcended in 1741 as high as to the vicinage of Santa Cruz de la Scirra, an 
epifcopal fee of Upper r Peru, in latitude 17V fouth*. In its fuperior part, where the 
milflonaiy fetilement of Moxes is eftabliftfed, this river is called Mamore ; of its courfe, 
in this pari, the Jefuits of Lima pu'blifhed a chart in 1713, which is given in Book XU. 
of Lettres Edijiaatcs et Curieufes ; but the earlieft fource of the Madera is in the neigh- 
bourhood of the mines of Potof., but little diftant from that of the Pitcomayo, a tri- 
butary of the great river De Plata. 

The general breadth of the Amazons below two laft noticed rivers, the Rio Ne- 
gri), and the Madera, is about a league ; where iilands occur, hs breadth from bank 
to bank is two to three leagues ; but in time of the greateft heigut of its waters, the 
widely fpi eading deluge has no limits. At this point it is that the Portugutfe*«a£ fWs 

f ive the name of Amazons' to the river ; higher up, it is known by no other than that oi 
) Rio de Solimoes, the River of Poifons, a diftindlion which probably originated from 
the envenomed arrows before noticed, the moft common weapon of tne inhabitants d 
Its fhores. 

1 

, * whofe c&qtfawf t%h large river exceeds 1,700 Britifii milet, during more than 1,500 of which it 
H navigable $, a ad the greater part of thii length it j« of conflderahle 4*pth. 
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. On the 28th we paffed die Jamundas on the left. -Farther A^|6a calls this river 
Cunuris, and ftates it to be that in which Orellana was attacked by the warlike women 
whom he calls Amazons. A little below, we landed on the fame lide oppofite to the 
Portuguefe fort Pauxis, where the bed of the river is narrowed to a breadth of nirie 
hundred and five toifes. The tide rifes thus high, at leaft the waters rife and fall 
vifibly every twelve hours, and each day at a later period than on the preceding, as 
upon the coaft. As the higheft rife of the tide at Para is Scarcely ten feet and a half, 
as I afcertained by new obfervation, it follows that from Pauxis to the fea, a diftance 
of upwards of two hundred leagues, or, according to Father Acuna, three hundred 
and fixty, the fall of the river is not more than ten feet and a half ; this well agrees with 
the height of the mercury in the barometer which, at Fort Pauxis, fourteen toifes above 
the level of the water, was aboui one and a fourth line higher than*at Para on the fea. 

It will readily be conceived that the flow of tide will not be experienced at the ftrait 
of- Pauxis, more than two hundred leagues from Cape North at the mouth of the 
Amazons, until many days after its occurrence at that cape, inftead of in five or fix 
hours, the ordinary duration of the flux of the fea. In fad, between the coaft and 
Pauxis, there are a fcore of points which mark, as I may fay, the diurnal progrefs of 
the tides in afeending the river. At all thefe different points the height of tide is 
noticed at the fame inftant as on the* coaft ; thus, fuppofing, for more clear explana- 
tion of what I mean to exprefs, that the interval between each two of thefe points were 
twelve leagues, there would be high water within fuch interval ,at every intermediary 
hour ; that is to fay, at every league afeending from the fea, one hour later than at the 
preceding. The fame, in courfe, takes place with refped to low water. Thefe alte- 
rations, however, of ebb and flow, as before remarked, are conftantly and naturally 
fubjed to the fame retardment every day as on the coaft. A fimilar progrefiion of 
undulatory tides, in all probability, prevails at open fea, making the period of high 
and low water gradually later in proportion to the diftance of each fpor from the point 
where the firft rife and fell of t]Bfea takes place till the breaking of its waves on the 
fhores. The graduation of the aecreafe of velocity with which the tide flows on afeend- 
ing the river ; two oppofite currents obferved on the flux of tide, the one at the fur- 
foce, the other at a certain depth ; two others, one of which runs up along the margin 
of the river and increafes its fpeed, while the other, in the middle of the river, runs 
down, and is flayed in its progrefs ; and, flhally, again two other oppofite currents, 
which frequently meet in the vicinage of the fea in "-the natural crofs-channels, where 
the flux at one inftant enters either extremity ; all thefe fads, of which I am uncertain 
whether fome of them have ever been duly noticed, and the different combinations of 
them, together with divers other accidental circumftances relating to the tides, that in 
a river in which they afeend to a greater diftance in all probability from the fea than in 
any other in the world, are doubtlefs more numerous and more varied than iq any part j 
would affuredly give room for curious, and perhaps altogether, novel remarks j but, in 
order-t»*teave little to conjedure, they would require a fuccefiion of minute obferv; 
a long refidence at each ,fpot, and a delay, which but ill agreed with the rea9 

anxiety I experienced of revifiting France, after an abfence already of nearly tmf, 

duration. I did not omit, however, to pay attention, in the neighbourhood of Panuartd 
the North Cape, to a phenomenon incident to the fpring-tides, of greater Angularity 
than any to which I have alluded, and to which, kt due feafon, I fhali advert. 

We were received at Pauxis, as we had every where elfe been, from the inftant of 
our entering the territories of Portugal. The Commandant, Captain Manuel Maziel 

* Parente, 





^#e&nr,#id awofort, mte known at ®s*qr JbM$oi| before I arrived, and *bfo*|SWIte 
^plf obliging treatment, not*.to mySJstf alone, fcut to"all «t»o accompanied me; a 
ment continued through .the wfople of my journey to Para, for ’which l am under *1$* 

! */l .1 I. _ _ I** — J..I k.1. ♦ 
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laiefty, favourable. Jfi 


Sfjjbeft obligations to a rainifter who loves the fciences, who duly values ‘their utility 
and whofe careful vigilance was ever on the alert to provide, during our Jong fojoucn 
at Qujto, for alt the wants of our numerous companion^ 

In lefs than fixteen hours, we arrived oppofite the fortrefs of Topayos, at the entrance 
of the river of funilar name ; this again is a river of the fir ft order ; it defrends from 
the mines of Brazil, crafting unexplored countries inhabited by wild and warlike nations, 
whom the mifljonary Jefuits are employed in civilizing. 

The town of Topayos has rifen out of the ruins of Tupinambara, formerly fituate In 
a large iiland at the mouth of the river Madera ; and its inhabitants are nearly all that 
remains of the brave Tupinambos, but two centuries back the lords of Brazil, and 
through which their language yet prevails. For their hiftory and long peregrination^, 
the narrative of Father Acuiia may be confulted. , 

Among the Topayos thofe green ftones are more common than with any other people, 
known by the name of Amazonian, of unknown origin, and which formerly wet§. in 
high requeft for their fuppofed efficacy in curing the none, niphritic colic, and epilepfy, 
and on which a treatife, under the title of Pierre Divine , or the Divine Stone, has been 
tpublilhed. Thefc ftones differ nothing in colour and in hardnefs to oriental jade ; and 
■ as they refill the file, it is inconceivable how the ancient Americans were enabled to 
falhion them as they did into the ihape of various animals. It was no doubt the difficulty 
of fblving this problem which gave origin to a fable fo improbable in itfeif as fcarcely to 
merit refutation. , It was ferioully afferted, that this ftone was nothing elfe than the mod 
of the river, which, when recently taken from its bedApght be moulded into any form, 
and which^obtained its extreme hardnefs by expofure ro the air. Yet were this mafVel 
granted, mpe&ing the fallacy of which credulity was not undeceived but by fuccefaful* 
C^periinent alone, ftill would the lapidary be ppfed to anfwer a queftion of fimil&r 
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nature. This queftion ts, by what means were wrought thofe rounded and 
emeralds, pierced with two conical holes diametrically oppofite one to the othetV Whtelji 
are Aftl to be found iii Peru, on tb: banks of the river St. Jago, in the province iff 
Efmeraldas, forty Teagues from Quito, and which are accompanied by divers* other 
monuments of the ingenuity of flLh' ancient inhabitants. As for the g-een ftones,>fchey 
every year become more fcarce, as well owing to the unwillingnefs of the American 
natives, by whom they are highly prized, to part with them, as to the great number Of 
them which jiave found their way to Europe. 

'fhte 4tft^ wf began to diftinguHh the mountains in the north ten or tsyelve leagues id* 
lan.4 , Tout who, frpm laying the rongo, had navigated two months witho pwf a o ing. 
«®e,4«tlg^ r hill, this a ilovelty. What we faw were the anterior > 

of metm53tfis t d&^dfcg from weft to eaft* the loftieft ridges of which 1 moutr- 
jth« frreatps^hich irrigate the mayhem, plain of the Ama- 
•jspi%.|pi s d<t^b& : 3fxJ\l|w9L' • !Jb thele.tnotiitains it was, accot^ifig W tradition in the 
t^htjJfe A mazods withdrew.* Another tradition, m ift&^exferat, but of the 


efjdble eyidence is faid to be afforded, reputes thefe mountains 
Tmtofr ftatemeat^bowe^ though of anatmfcb 
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tareiieite the attentidnof a greater number of inqujfitive petfood; is,nevertheleft, no 
better fiibftantiaced than the other. . •> v 

On the evening of i^e 5th, I noticed, at fun-fetj thatthevariatiqn orjfhe compafs 
was 5i* eaft. ' Finding no fpot favorable to my landing, I made my obfervatioh on the 
trunk of an uprooted tree driven by the, current and fixfed againft the fhore. We had 
the curiofity to meafure the length of this tree, which, from the roots -to the (hooting 
*of the branches, meafured eighty-four feet, and, in circumference, notwithftanding K 
was withered and dripped of its bark, twenty-four. By this tree, thrown in our way 
by chance ; by the great dimenfions of the pirogues of which I have had occafion to 
{peak, hollowed from one fmgle trunk ; and by a table without joint, of a hard wood 
that received an admirable polifh, from eight to nine feet long by a breadth of four and 
a half, which we afterwards fawin the houfe of the governor of Para, feme idea may 
•■be formed of the height and beauty of the timber that grows on tig: banks of the 
i&nazons, and many of the rivers by which its volume is increafed. 

At night-fall, on the 6th, we left the principal trunk of the Amazons, oppofite to 
fort Para, newly eredted by the Portuguefe on the northern bank, on the ruins of an 
old Dutch fort. There, to avoid the ftrong current at the mouth of the river Xingu, 
which had proved deftrudtive to many canoes, we entered a natural canal communicat- 
ing with the laft-mentioned rivers. The iflands in the mouth of the Xingu, which 
form a number of channels, prevented my meafuring by triangles its adtual breadth ; 
but as near as it can be determined by the eye, it is not lefs than a league. It is the 
.fame river which Father Acuna, from what he learnt of natives fpeaking a different 
language to thofenow inhabiting its banks, (and here it is fit I fhould obferve* that irt 
the different tongues fpoken, rivers are often known by different names,) calls Para- 
naiba,, and Father Fritz, in his chart, Aoripana ; Xingu is the American name of a 
village, the feat of a miffion, fome leagues up the river. It defcends, like the Topayos, 
from the mines of Brazil ; feven or eight days’ journey up this riyer is a cataradl, 
which, however, does not pre* its being navigable to a height, whither it requires 
two months to fail up. Its banks abound in two ipecies of aromatic trees, the one called 
Cuchiri, the other Puchiri. The fruit of them, about the fize of a Spanifh olive, 
refembles in flavour the nutmeg, and, grated, is ufed as a fubftitute for that fpice. The 
bark of the firft has the fmell and tafle of the clove, which, by the Portuguefe, is 
termed Cravo •, whence the French of Cayenne, by corruption, apply tQ the tree which 
bears tliis bark the term Bois dc Crabe , or Crab-troe. Were it not for the fpices ob- 
tained from the eaft, this would be more known in Europe. In many fpirituous 
liquors made in Italy and England, it forms a component ingredient. 

V . After the union of the Xingu with the Amazons, the breadth of this is fo confider- 
able, that but for the continued fuccellion of great iflands which interrupt the fcan of 
the eye, the fpedlator on the one bank would be unable to defery that oppofite to him *. 
At this place we found ourfelves happily "entirely freed from the mufquitoes,* gnats, and 
jjf^very fpecies, which had been our greateft torment throughout 'the whole of 
our voyage, a torment indeed fo intolerable, that the afflfl^i ; .-^hiemfelVes never travel 
without a cotton awni^j to protedt them frqm. their flings during the night. At cer- 
feafons one is entirely enveloped in fopoe pacts, Specially m the country of the 
"omaguas, by clouds of thefe infers, whH($' {tinging caufes extreme itching. It is a 

.-fr&jF left than eleven Englifli miles in breadth,, thebanks on one fide jriuft be from the' other, 

aflo Wing, them to be each eighteen feet above low WnttfC-marif, and the eVe of the obferife* Aire fedt from 

Ti 

well- 
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weUdsnptok &&, the mouth of, ,the £ingu 

they poioi|ker are-fa&''p*iat leaft are very rare on ,*he right bank' 

ftili infefted by After refleflang oil thfefpigu- 

larky, and examining the fites, qf thefe fpotis, I conceived this difference to be the con- 
fluence of the change in tHe : courfe of the river k this place ; it rifing here to the 
north, the eaft wind, which almoft conftantly prevails, mull neceflarily, coming from 
^fea, drive thefe infers to the weftem fhore. 

On the 9th, in the morning, we arrived at the Portuguefe fortrcfs of ‘Curupa, built 
by the Dutch when makers of the Brazils. The King’s lieutenant received u<* with 
extraordinary marks of diftindion. The three days of our ftay were one continued 
gala, in which was difplayed the moft profufe magnificence, fuch indeed as was little to 
be expected in this country. Curupa is a fmall Portuguefe town, in which are no other 
natives than fiich as are flaves to the inhabitants. It is pleafantly fituate on high groun<£, 
on the fouth-eaftern bank of the river, eight days’ fail from Para. * 

From Curupa, where the ebb and flow is very perceptible, boats move only with the * 
tide ; at a few leagues below, a fmall arm of the Amazons, called Tagipuru, leaves the 
main channel, which has a northern courfe, and, taking an oppofite diredion towards 
the fouth, tends to form the great ifland Joanes or Marayo, disfigured in all maps. 
From its extremity on this bend it changes its courfe, and, forming a femicircle, rifes 
north by eaft, and is Ihortly loft in an qftuary which receives feveral large rivers one 
after the other. The moft confiderable of thefe is : firft, the Rio de dos Bocas, or the 
Two-mouthed Rivers, formed of the union of the Guanapu and Pacujas ; it is two 
leagues wide at its mouth, and is laid down in all the old maps, as well as the Laet, 
under the name of the Para river ; the fecond the Tocantin, of ftili greater width than 
the preceding, allows navigation to a height which it requires feveral months to attain, 
and, likq the Topayos and the Xingu, has its origin among the mountains of Brazil, 
abounding in mines ; finally, the Muju, which, two leagues up from its mouth I 
found feven hundred and forty-nine toxfes in breadtlwind on which I faw a frigate be- 
longing #> His Portuguefe Majefty going up under Tuli fail, in order to take, many 
leagues higher up, certain rare and curious wood, the growth of its banks. On the 
eaftem bank of this river it is that Para is fituate, juft below the mouth of the river 
Capim, which, fhortlf before its difemboguing itfelf into the eftuary, receives anorher 
called the Gqama. Nothing lefs than the fight of a corred map is requifite to furnifh 
a diftind idea of the fite of this city at the concourfc of fo many rivers, and prove that 
it is not without reafon its inhabitants are far from conceiving themfelves placed on the 
banks of the Amazons, of wJ^ohr river it is pofiible that not a Angle drop bathes the 
walls of their city ; for as well might we fay that the Loire flows by Paris, becaufe that 
river communicates, by the canal of Riare, with the Seine. Indeed there is, abundant 
ground for fuppofing, that the immenfe quantity of running vater which feparates the 
Terra Ffrma on which Para ftarids from the ifland Joanes, would experience no fenfible 
dkninutioff, thbtagh the communication between it and the Amazons flioul<LJ|j>e inter, 
runted by the clofure^ qf delation of the narrow branch of this river, wbkn^comesr 
asit wercj .to take poffefliqn bf all thefe rivers before recited, by ufurping their titles. 
This, however, if fuch be chofen, may remain a queftion ; ahd that 1 may accommo- 
date myfelf jo die cororoonopinioii, .1 flail not objed to ;fthat Para ftands on 

the eaftera q^uth of the Amazons.; all that is required of ttit being, to ftate in what 
Jflght this k underftood. „ 

■ ; On my pai^efiriih.jQtir^a^ to Para, ydthout being confulted on the courfe I chete, 
I was condudea between iflantfe,- by narrow and crooked canals., ■ from one river, 

11 z ’ 'other, 
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other, for the purpofe of avoiding the peril attendant on paffing th^ir mouths* ^Ffe4t 
enfured my fafety, and had been gratify iag to another traveller, was far "from fatisfoo 
lory to me, whofe chief object was the ftru&ure of my chart ; in order, mid this tortu- 
ous labyrinth of Hlands and innumerable canals, to preferve the thread of my rout, 
while it largely multiplied my toil, exa&ed redoubled attention, 

I have hitherto faid mulling of the lingular fifh which the Amazons produces, nor 
of the rare animals found on its banks. This portion of natural hiftory alone would 
furniih materials for an entire work, and the exclufivg ftudy of it would not only re- 
quire a voyage exprefily undertaken lor the purpofe, but a traveller whofe attention 
mould be called to no other object I fhull merely enumerate fume of the molt 
lingular. t 

At St. Pablo de Omaguas 1 defigned, from nature, the largeft frofh-watcr fiili that 
known, to which ’the Spaniards and Portuguefe have "given the name of the Sea-cow 
oi^Sca-bull ; which, however, mull not be confounded with the leal or lea-calf. The 
one in queflion browzes the grafs of the banks of rivers, and iif its fMh and fat bears 
feme refcmblance to veal. The female Iras teats, with which it iucklcs her young. 
Some writers have increafed the fitnilitude luppofed between it and the bull, by attri- 
buting horns to ir, which nature, Ids generous than they, has denied* If is not am- 
phibious, properly lpeakiug, as it never entirely quits the water; and, indeed, is unable 
fo to do, having only two fins near the head, in lhape of fmall wings, about fix teen 
inches long, which forve it for hands and feet, and, confequently, merely railes its 
head out ot water to reach the grafs it feeds on. The one I ddigued was a female ; 
its length was ieven and a half Paris feet, and its greateli breadth two : I have lince 
feen others of fuperior fize. The eves of this animal are difproportionate ; they are 
round, and only three lines in diameter ; the opening of the ears is (till fmaller, and 
can better be compared to nothing than a hole made with a pin. This fifii, by forne,. 
has been reckoned peculiar to the Amazons, but it is equally common iq the Oronooco ; 
it is likewife, though lefs frequently, found in the Oyapoc, and in many other rivers of 
Cayenne, and off the coaft of Guyana, and very probably in other parts. It is the 
fame animal in genus, though I think of different fpecies, that is called the Lamenting 
in Cayenne, and in the French iflands of America. It is not met with in the open lea, 
and is rare near the mouths of rivers *, but it is found inland at there than a thouJand 
leagues from the lea ir; the major part of the great rivers which fall into the Amazons* 
the G ullage for example, the Paflaca, &c. In the Amazons itfelf, it is only Hopped 
in its upward courfe by the Pongo of Sorja; but this barrier is no obttacle to another 
fiflv called Mixano, as diminutive as this is large, many of them not exceeding the 
length of a finger. This fry annually proceed to iiorja, at the commencement of the 
fubuding of the waters, about the end of June. They prefect nothing Angular, if we 
except the flrength they exhibit in Hemming and fwim tiling againH the current. As 
the harrow bed of the river neceffarily collects them in great number near the ftrait, 
they are^n croffing in flioals from one bank to another, ^nd, alternately on either, 
fide, overpowering the violence with which the waters arejn^dted through this Hrait. 
When the waters are low, they are taken by hand from tne hollows in the rocks of the 
Pongo, where they reft tq refume their ftrength, and whi^h iferye them as fo many 
laddferS in afeending. " 

In the neighbourhood of Para I faw a kind of lartiprey, the body of which, like that 
of the common fpecies, is pierced by many openings, but, at the fame tune, it pof r , 
feflTes the fame faculty .with the torpido; whoever pr^furpes to touch it with the hand, 
or even With the end of a flick, experiences a painful numhnefs in the atm, 'and a 
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fhock, which 5s faid at times to be fo powerful, as to lay one proftrafe. Of this laft 
affetted fait |,had no ocular proof. M. de Reaumur has unfolded the myftery of the 
fecret fpring which occafions this wonderful effcfl in the torpido. 

The turtles of the Amazons are much in efteem at Cayenne, being reckoned the 
molt delicious that are known. So numerous are they on this river, of different fpe- 
cies and of various fize, that they alone with their eggs would yield ample nourilhment 
tB the inhabitants of its banks. Tortoifes or land turtle likcwife abound, called, in the 
Brazilian tongue, Tahuiis ; rhefe, at Para, are preferred to the other or river turtle. 
Either, but efpecially the latter, will live lor months together out of the water, and 
without any vifible nourilhment. 

Indulgent nature feems, by her prodigality, to favour the general idlenefs of the 
Americans, and anticipate all their wants : the lakes and marlhes which occur at every 
itep on the banks of the Amazons, and, occafionally, at confiderable diftance inland*' 
are filled with filh of every kind at the time of the 'annual inundations j and when the 
waters fall, they remain in thefe as in fo many natural refer'voirs, where they are caught 
with the utmoit cafe. f 

In the province of Quito, in the different countries traverfed by the Amazons, at 
Para, and in Cayenne, a variety of plants are found, which differ from all known in 
Europe ; the leaves or roots of which, thrown into the water, have the faculty of in- 
toxicating filh. While thus torpified, they float on the water, and are taken with the 
hand ; by means of thefe plants, and by weirs, which they place at the mouth of finall 
breams, the Americans catch as many’ filh as they pleafe : to preferve thefe, they fmoke 
them in riddles very rarely, ufing fait for this purpole ; the inhabitants of the million 
of Maynas, however, obtain rock-falt from a- mountain in the neighbourhood of the 
Gullaga ; and thole fubject to Portugal, from Para, whither it is brought from 
Europe. 

Crocodiles are very common through the whole courfe of the Amazons, arid even 
in mod: of its tributaries. They are lometinies twenty feet in length, and poffibly more. 
In the river of Guyaquil, J faw many before I embarked on the Amazons. They 
remain for hours and days together ftretched on the mud, expofed to the j[un, and 
motionlefs, and referable j;runks of trees or long pieces of timber covered with rough 
and dry bark. As thofe of the banks of the Amazons are lefs purfued, they are con- 
fcquently lefs fcjrful of man. During the Hoods, they fometitnes enter the cabins of 
the Americans, and more than on*/ example has occurred, of this ferocious animal 
having borne away a man from his canoe in fight of his - companions, and devoured him. 
without the pollibility of refeue. 

The molt dangerous adverfary of the crocodile,- and, perhaps, the only one that 
dares encounter it,, is -the tiger. A combat between thefe two animals mult prefent a 
• Angular fpe&acle, but fuch a fight mult necelTafily be the refult of uazard, and very 
uncommon. ( The Americans give this account of it. When the tiger approaches the- 
river’s brink ik quench its thiru, the crocodile raifes its head to feize birnj as 
» lar occafions it attacks fteers, horfes, mules, and whatever animal prefents itfelf ; the 
tiger then ftnkes its talons into the eyes of the crocodile, the only undefended part;, 
but this diving into the water entries tne tiger with it, winch fuffers rather to be drowned 
than forego its prey. The tigers, an animal common to all hot countries covered with 
wood, which l, ^ |n America, differ neither in fize nor beauty from thofe of Africa. 
Of them there fe a idbeEpficies with a brown flrin without llripes. The, Americans are 
very taSpert m combating 'the with a fpontdon or hall-pike, their common travel**, 
ling weapon. 


In 
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In the province of Quito only, and no where on the banks or tne Amazons, did 1 
meet with the animal caljed by the Peruvians Puma, the lion of the American Spa- 
niards. I cannot determine whether it be deferving the name ; the male has no mane, 
and is much fmaller than the lions of Africa. I never faw any but fuch as were dead 
and fluffed. *■ 

It would be no fubjeft of wonder if bears, common but in cold countries, though 
found on feveral of the mountains of Peru, fhould be unknown in the woods of the 
Maranon, of which the climate is fo different ; neverthelefs, in this part 1 have heard 
mention made of an animal called Ucumari, a name that in the Peruvian tongue de- 
fignates the bear, though I never was able to convince myfelf of its identity to that 
beaft. 

The elk, which is found in forne of the wooded diflricls of the Cordilleras of Quito, 
Hs not uncommon in the woods of the Amazons, nor in thole of Guyana. I give the 
name of elk here to the animal known to the Spaniards and Portuguefe by the name of 
Danta, by that of Uagra to the Peruvians, and Tapiira to thofe of Brafil, and which 
is called in the Galibi tongue on the coafts o§ Guyana Maypouri. As the continent in 
the neighbourhood of the ifland of Cayenne forms a part of the continent r'raverfed by 
the Amazons, and adjoins the plain watered by that mighty river, in each country is 
found moll of the animals common to the other. 

1 defigned on my way among the Yameos, a fpecies of weazel which ,is oafily tamed : 
I was unable to pronounce or write the name by which it was called, but 1 faw one 
again in the vicinage of Para, when it was termed Coati, in the Brazilian tongue. 
This animal is mentioned by Laet. 

Monkeys are the moll common game, and that molt prized by the Americans of the 
Amazons. In the courfe of my long voyage down this river 1 faw fo many, and heard 
tf Iheak of fuch a variety of fpecies, that the mere enumeration of their names would 
^."en up much time. There are fome as large as a grey-hound, and others fmall as a 
take not mean in this comparifon to allude to the diminutive fpecies called 


Ul V iunfiT nf oth^! r mon keys, between whom and thefe there is little refem- 
* “ , h ‘?° have mOf thc '°° k »” d M Of a lion. At Mayras- they arc called 

J r it iVun the Brazilian tonmip Snmuns. m »<rpr»rh Snrrmn.Q * 



guard it frpm 
no cpnvenience 
could do was to 

preferve it ipfpmts, but even thus it will probably exhibinWjncieng:o ihew no exagge- 
ration in the defeription I have given. ? . , , 

This country produces many other rare animals, but moll of them MYt^lready been 
deferibed, and are found in divers parts of America, for example, various\fpecies of 
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boars and rabbits, the pac, the ant-eater, the porcupine, the floth, the tatoo or arma- 
dillo, and numerous others, of which fome were drawn by me, while of the refidue 
the reprefeqtations taken by M. de Morainville were left in the cuftody of Mr. Godin. 

It is by no means aftontfhing that in countries fo hot and humid as that of which I 
treat, ferpents and fnakes of every kind ihould be common, I have read, but in what 
gelation I forget, that none of thofe of the Amazons are poifonous ; what however is 
more certain, while many of them are perfectly innocent, of a number of ethers the 
bite is almofb conftantly mortal. One of the molt dangerous is the rattle-fnake, re- 
markable by the variety and livelinefs of ite colours ; but the molt rare and fingular 
of all is a large amphibious ferpent, from Twenty-five to thirty feet long and more than 
a foot thick, according to report ; it is called Tacu Mama, or the Mother of the Water 
by the Americans of Maynas, and commonly inhabits the large lakes formed by the river- 
waters after floods. Fafts are related refpccting them of which not even the fancied ev£ 
donee of my fenfes could prevent me from doubting, though I fhould fee them, and which 
I merely venture to repeat from the ferious aflurance of their authenticity of the author 
of El Oronooco Iluflrado before quoted. Not only as affirmed by the Americans, 
does this ^mazing ferpent fwallow a goat whole, but alfo by its breath irrcfiftibly 
attracts tliofe animals towards it, which it devours. Various Portuguese of Para en- 
deavoured to perfuade me of the verity of tales equally improbable, for example, of 
another inmscaie fnake which kills men with its tail. 1 fufpett this laft to be of the 
fame fpecics found in the woods of Cayenne. There, experience {hews, that notwith- 
ftanditig its teeth are well calculated to excite terror, a man may he bitten by it; and 
, prelerve the marks of its fangs withont any dangerous confequence : of this reptile I 
brought home two fkins, one of which, dry as it is, meafures fifteen feet long by more 
than one in breadth. Doubtlefs others of frill larger dimenftons have exiftence. I am 
indebted for thefe fkins, and various other natural curiofities to the Jefuits of Cayenne, 
Mr. de Lille Adhm commiffary of the navy, Mr. Arthur King’s phyfician, and feveral 
of the officers belonging to the garrifon. 

The worm called by Ihe Maynas, Suglacuru ; and at Cayenne, Macaque ; grows 
in the flefh of men and animals to the lize of a bean, and occafions intolerable an- 
guifh. 1 defigned the •inly one I faw, aild have the worm itfelf preferved in fpirits of 
wine ; it is related to originate from thejegg of a fpecies of gnat or mufquito, but of 
this there is hlthcrtc no certainty. t # 

Bats which fuck the blood of horfes, mules, and even men, when unfheltered from 
them by fleeping under cover, ’.:v a torment common to mod of the hot countries of 
America; fome of them are of monftrous fixe ; at Borja, and in various other parts 
they have entirely deftroyed the cattle intrcjyfcjced by the miilionaries, and which had 
previoully begun to multiply. 

The variety of birds of different fpecies in the forefts of the M.. ration is frill 'greater 
than of quadrupeds, but it is generally remarked, that fcarcely any have a pleafing fong, 
their chief recommendation being their fplendid plumage, and the diverfity of colours 
with which they enchant the eye. Among thefe beautiful works of nature, none 
' exceed the Colibri mentioned by numerous authors, and which is common in America 
throughout the torrid, zone. Oi this magnificent bird I lhall only remark, that though 
it is generally ^tjderftood to belong, to hot climates alone, I have »o where feen it in 
fuch numbers as in the gardens of Quito, the temperate climate of which is rather cool 
than otherwife. , ; ^The Toucan, the red and^tpllow beak of which is fo large and dif- 
proportionate to its body and to whofe tOT^ue, which refembles a long and narrow 
quill, great virtues are alcribed ; is another bird not peculia* to this country alone. 

Of 
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Of parrots and water-fowl, the varieties, differing in fize, colour and fomt, are num- " 
berleis ; the moil rare among the parrots are thole entirely yellow,' except a. ftnall tinge 
of green at the extrerriity of the wings. Of this fpecies I law but two at Para, where 
the grey with the tip of the wings of a flame colour, fo common in Guenca, is 
unknown. 

The Maynas, Omaguas, and various other nations form fancy-works in feathers, but 
with much inferior ingenuity, and far lefs ncatnefs, than is obferved among the Mex- 
icans. 

The inhabitants _on the Oyapoc. have the fkill of caufmg parrots to afliime colours 
different to thole they originally difplaycd, *y plucking their feathers and rubbing the 
wounds with the blood of certain frogs ; this operation is what in Cayenne is termed 
Tapirer un Parroquct : pollibly the fecret confifts in nothing beyond bathing the fpot 
Ffcsjm whence the feathers were plucked with fome acid, indeed the application may 
be altogether ufelefs, for it is no more wonderful that red or yellow leathers Ihould 
fpring up in lieu of the green that were plucked, than to fee grey hairs grow from a 
wounded part on a horfe where black had been before. 

Among the lingular birds I faw at Para was one the fize of a gonfe, the plumage 
of which poifefles nothing extraordinary, but of which the extremity of the wings is 
Armed by a flvarp horny jubilance, fimilar to a large thorn, half an inch in length. It 
has moreover, above its beak, another very {lender and flexible horn, the length 
of,, the finger : it is called by the Brazilians, from the cry it makes of fimilar found, 
Cahuitahu. 

'The bird called Trompetero by the Spaniards of the province of Maynas, is the fame 
with the Agami of Para and Cayenne. It is very familiar and poll'dles nothing extra- 
ordinary if the noife it occafionally makes be excepted, which has earned it the title 
of trumpeter. Thole who have conceived the noife made by this bird to be a note 
or long, are much in error ; it proceeds not from the throat, but an organ diametri- 
cally oppofite. 

The celebrated Contur, by corruption called Condor, off Peru, which I faw in 
many parts of the mountains of the province of Quito, is likewilc found, if reliance is 
to be placed in my informants, on the bar.kgjsef the Maranon, vny, 1 have myfelf feen 
thefe birds feudding over a flock which probably the prefence of the fliepherd reflrained 
them from pouncing upon. It is a generally received opinion that tile Contur can 
carry off a kid, and fometimes flics away with a cliikl. It is laid the Americans, as a 
lure, expofe the image of a child, formed of a fpecies of clay of very vifeous and ad- 
herent mature, from which this bird, linking on it as it pitches, with violence, is 
afterwards unable to difengage itfelf. 

On the 19th of September, nearly fourmonths from my leaving Cuenca, I arrived 
within fight of Para, called by the Portuguefe the Great Para (Para in the Brazilian 
tongue fignifying a river), and landed at a dependency of the college of Ju>fuits. The 
pravkitaal of the convent gave us welcome, and the re£tor detained us a week, pro- 
curing us every diverfion the country could afford, while apartments in the city were 
preparing for our reception. On reaching Para on the 27th, we found in readinefs 
for us, a very commodious and richly furnifhed jioufe, with a garden commanding the 
fea, and precifely.-fiiuatc as I wifhed, for the obfe/vations I had to make. The gover- 
nor and captain-general of the province received us in that handfome manner we were 
led to expett, from the orders he had teanfinttted for our treatment on the way, to 
the different commandants of the forts, %ffd from the ftrong recommendations itt our 
favour, tranfinitted by^iim to the various miflionaries we had met with. 

On 
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On reaching Para and bidding adieu to the woods of the Amazons, we fancied our- 
felves at opce tranfported to Europe. We found here a large city, reCtilinear ftreets, 
pleafant houfes, moll of them rebuilt of ftone and brick within the laft thirty years, 
and churches of magnificent appearance. 

The commerce of Para direft with Lilbon, whence a fleet of merchant fliips arrives 
every year, enable thofe of the place whofe circumftances are eafy, to provide them- 
felves with all the comforts of lire. They receive European commodities in exchange 
for the produce of the country ; fome little gold-duft brought from the interior of the 
Brazils, and all the various ufeful articles as well from the rivers which fall into the 
Amazons, as from that river itfelf, fuch as clove-wood and the black nutmeg, falfapa- 
rilla, vanilla, fugar, coffee, and in abundance cocoa, which is the currency of the 
country, and at the fame time its ftaple. 

Probably the latitude of Para had never before been obferved on lhore, for whey I 
arrived there I was confidently told I was under the line. Fritz’s map places this city 
in lat. 1° o' S. By repeated obfervations, all of them agreeing, I found it to be 1 0 28' S. 
which latitude differs immaterially from that laid down in the Map of Laet, one, 
not to my knowledge followed by any after-geographers. In the New Portuguefe 
Traveller it is laid down in lat. i° 40' S. As to the longitude I am enabled to fix it 
with nicety by the eclipfe of the moon, which I obferved on iff Nov. 1743, and by 
two immerfions of the firft fatellite of Jupiter, on the 6th and 29th December, in the 
fame year. In the interval of my procuring correfponding obfervations in fome fpot 
the longitude of which is authenticated, as there were none effe&ed at Paris, I calcu- 
lated the difference of the two meridians of Para and Paris to be three hours, twenty- 
four minutes. I omit the obfervations I made on the variation and dipping of the 
needle, and on the tides, which are rather irregular at Para. 

A more important obfervation, and which immediately relates to the figure of the 
earth, the chief. object of our voyage, was undertaken by me; I mean the afeertain- 
ment of the length of the pendulum to give mean time, or rather the difference of the 
length of fuch pendulun^at Quito and at Para, one of thefe cities being on a level with 
the fea, the other from fourteen to fifteen hundred toifes above its level, and both 
under the equinoctial ljue ; for a degree and a half here is of no confequence. In this 
experiment I employed a pendulum twerity-eight inches long, more minutely deferibed 
elfewhere, winch continued its ofcillatioriS yifibly for more than twenty-four hours and 
with which I had made a great 11 dibber of experiments at Quito, and on Mount Pi- 
chinchi feven hundred and fifty toifes above the level of Quito. The refult of nine 
experiments made at Para, the two molt difbnt of which varied but three ofcillations 
in 98,740, I found that my pendulum vibrated from thirty-one to thirty-two rim pg 
oftener than at Quito, and from fifty to fifty-one oftener than on Pichinchi. From 
thefe experiments I concluded that under the equator, two b dies, one of which 
fhould weight one thoufand fix hundred and the other one thouland pounds, at the Sur- 
face of the fea, being tranfported, the one to the height of one thoufand four hu?J_ _u 
and fifty, the other to a height of two thoufand two hundred toifes, would each of them 
lofe a pound of their weight, as, or nearly, would be the cafe if the fame experiments 
were made under the parallels of 22 0 and 28° according to the tables of Sir Ifaac 
Newton, or, judging from the aftuaf Experiments made under the equator, and in 
various parts of Europe, under the parallels of 20 0 and 25 0 . * The numbers I 
have cited are merely approximate, and I claim the privilege of making what flight 
alteration may be neceflary, after applying We fuitable equations, when I publilh the 
detail of my experiments on the pendulum. 

VOL, XIV, K K During 
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During my fojoum at Para I made leveral ihort excurfians in a canoe, and availed 
myfelf on thefe occaftons to improve my chart. I was however unable to complete it 
, without feeing*the true mouth of the Amazons, and tracing its northen bank to Cape 
North, where it terminates in the fea. This, and other reafons, made me refolve on 
proceeding from Para to Cayenne, whence I might fail direct to France, on board a 
King’s flnp which was there to await me, rather than, as did Mr. Maldinado, profit 
of the opportunity afforded by the failing of the Portuguefe fleet, which took its depar- 
ture for Lifbon on the 3d of December 1743. I was in confequence detained at Para 
till the clofe of the month, lefs owing to the reprefentations made to me of the contrary 
winds prevalent at this feafon, than to the difficulty I experienced of procuring a com- 
plement of rowers ; the finall pox, which at this time made great ravage here, having, 
caufed the country people to abandon the adjacent villages. 

\Jt is noticed at Para that this malady is more fatal to the American inhabitants of t]ie 
millions, newly brought from the woods, and who go naked, than to fuch of their 
fraternity as are clothed, and who received life, or have long dwelt with the Portu- 
guefe. The former, a fort of amphibious animal, as often in the water as on land, 
and enured from infancy to the inclemency of the weather, have poflibly in confequence 
a lefs porous fkin than the reft of mankind, one confequently which will oppofe more 
difficulty to the eruptions. The cuftorn, moreover, of thefe people, of rubbing their 
fkins over with anatto, genipa, and various thick and greafy oils, which in procefs 
of time muff obftrufl. the pores, may likewife tend to incrcafe this difficulty ; and this 
conje&ure is fupported by an additional obfervation ; the negro ilaves from Africa, who 
follow no fuch practice, are lefs afi'eCted by this malady than the natives. However 
this may be, thefavage newly from the woods who chances to be attacked by this com- 
plaint, may in common be regarded as a dead man ; but again, how comes that this 
is not the cafe where inoculation is reforted to ? About fifteen years ago a Carmelite 
miffionary, perceiving all his flock dying about him in fucceffion, and, having informa- 
tion from a news-paper of the efficacy of inoculation, which at that time made great noife 
in Europe, judging wifely, that by referring to this remedy he Height at leaf! render doubt- 
ful that death, which without the application was certain ; he conlequently, after half 
his catechumens had perilhed, boldly inoculated the whole of Jhc remainder who had 
not hitherto been attacked, and not one of the number died. He was followed in the 
example he fet by another miffionary on tHe Black River, and with .equal fuccefs. 
The fenfible Carmelite reafoned but as others mightSiave done, who, like him, feeing 
the ravage this diforder occafioned, had heard of the fuccefs of the new difeovery ; 
yet to him is the honour of its firft introduction into this part of America. 

After thefe experiments, fo well authenticated, it will be reafonably concluded, that, 
during the contagion of 1 743 which occafioned my detention at Para, all thofe who 
had American flaves would refort to a remedy fo falutary. I fhould myfelf have 
thought fo, had I not been witnefs to the contrary ; at leaft as long as 1 flayed at 
“Tararit was not yet thought of. It is indeed true, that hitherto the proprietors had 
not loft half their flaves. 

On the 29th December I embarked for Cayenne, in a canoe belonging to the cap- 
tain-general, with twenty-two oars, ftored with every neceffary to render the voyage 
comfortable, and /umifhed with recommendations for the Francifcan Fathers of Re- 
form, who have their million on the iiland Marajo or Joannes, and who on my reach- 
ing their abode were inftrudted to fupply me with a recruit of rowers ; but the want 
of communication between Para and Cayefiie, and other accidents, prevented my finding 
a Angle good practical pilot in four villages, at which I landed in the early part of 
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January 1744. Deftitute therefore of this effejatial, and committed to the little expe- 
rience and timidity of my American rowers, and the perfon affigned me to command 
them (a Portuguefe Meltee who fpoke their language and who even monfidered me 
myfelf as fubjeft to his orders), I was two months on a voyage which might have been 
efte&ed in a fortnight, a delay which hindered my being able to obferve the comet on 
Ihore which afr this time made its appearance, and which was loft in the fun’s rays 
before I reached Cayenne. 

Some leagues below Para, I crofted the eaftern mouth of the Amazons, or the Para 
branch, feparated from the real or weftern mouth by the large ifland called by the 
Portuguefe Joannes, but more commonly at Para Marajo, and by the Americans there 
Marago. This fingle ifland occupies almoft the whole intervening fpace between the 
two mouths' of the river. It is of an irregular form, and more than one hundred and 
fifty leagues in circumference. Inftead of this fingle ifland, in almoft all maps is f;i>- 
ftituted a multitude of final! iflands, which might be conceived to have been laid down 
at hazard were they not copied into the Flambeau de la Mer, accompanied by details 
as falfc as circumftantial. The Para branch where I crofted, five to fix leagues below 
that city, is upwards of three leagues broad, and thence, as it approaches the fea, con- 
tinues to increafe. 1 coafted along the ifland, running towards the north for thirty 
leagues, as far as its laft head-land called Maguari, beyond which I turned weft ward, 
keeping in with the coaft of the ifland ; which in this direction fpreads forty leagues, 
diverging fcarcely at all from the equatorial line. 1 paffed withm fight of two great 
iflands which I left on the north, the one called Machiana, the other Caviana, now 
deferts, but once inhabited by the Arouas, who, though difperfed, have preferved 
their peculiar tongue. Thefe iflands, like the major part of the ifland of Marajo, are 
nearly level with the water, fwampy, and almoft uninhabitable. I left the coaft of 
Marajo where the ifland bends towards the fouth, and once again enterd into the real 
bed, or principal channel of the Amazons, oppofite the new fort of Macapa, on the 
weftern bank of the river, tranfported by the Portuguefe two leagues to the northward 
of the antient fcite. It tyould be impoflible on this part to crofs the river in common 
boats, were not the channel narrowed by fmall iflands, under fhelter of which, by 
feletting favourable feafons, it is crofted with fafety. From the laft ifland, however, 
to Macapa, there is ftill a diftance of two leagues. In this laft trip I at length repaffed, 
for the laft tiiVie, the equinoftial line, towards which I had infenfibly progreffed from 
the point of embarkation. At Fort Macapa, or, more properly fpeaking, on the fpot 
deftined for the new fort, on the 1 8th and 1 9th January, l obierved the latitude to be 
°° 3 'N. ... • 

The bafement on which the fort is to be raifed is two or three toifes above high-water- 
mark. It is only the margin of the river in this part which is covered with trees, the 
land in the interior is open, the firft un wooded country which 1 hr t noticed fince I had 
left theCqsdillera of Quito. The natives affured me it continues thus towards the north, 
and that ' one might travel hence on horfe-back to the fources of the Oyapoc, over large 
open favarnahs, on which but a few thinly growing frnall woods are feen at intervals. 
From the vicinage of the fources of the Oyapoc, are diftinguiflied, towards the north, 
the Aprouaga mountains, which alfo, are diftin&ly perceptible at fea, many leagues 
from the coaft. Taking thus mud\ for granted, it is evident that, departing from 
Cayenne in lat. 5 9 o' N. and proceeding fouthward, two, three, nay perhaps four 
degrees of the meridian might have been meafured without quitting the French terri- 
tory: in. Ihort, if chofen, one might, with permiflion from Portugal, have extended 
the line to the parallel of Macapa, that is to fay to die equator. This plan would 
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undoubtedly have been more eafy of execution than I concaved it myfelf.when 1 pro- 
pofed it to the Academy twelve months before the voyage to Quito was projected. 
Had my opini^h been followed, there is every probability we fhould have returned years 
earlier : but it was only by infpettion of the country could be determined that what I 
recommended was practicable. , . 

Between Macapa and the North Cape, at that part where the maSa^tihannel is moll 
confined by the iflands, and efpecially oppofite the wide mouth of the Arauary, which 
falls into the Amazons from the north, a fingular phenomenon is obfervable in the flow 
of the tides. For the three days next to a new and full moon, the periods of the higheft 
tides, inftead of taking near fix hours in running up, the flood rulhes to its height in 
a couple of minutes, not, as may be conceived, in the inoff tranquil manner. At the 
diflance of a league or two a frightful noife is diftinguifhed, the herald of the Pororoca, 
wWch is the name given by the Americans of the diftriit to this tremendous bore. In 
proportion as it advances, the noife increafes, and fhortly a promontory of water is feen, 
from twelve to fifteen feet high, which is fucceeded by a fecund, afterwards another, and 
fometimes again a fourth, rapidly impelled one after the other, and filling the whole 
breadth of the channel: this bore advances with prodigious rapidity, and carries away 
before it whatever oppofes refi fiance. In fome places 1 faw large traCts of land tom 
from the main, immenfe trees rooted up, and, in fhort, deva/taiions of every kind, the 
effe&s of its violence!! Wherever it pafl'es, the lhorc is as clean as if it were fwept with a 
broom. Canoes, pirogues, and even larger veffels, have no other means of fecurity from the 
fury of the bore than by anchoring in great depth of water. I fhall not in this place 
expatiate further on the faCt, or its caufc, than to indicate the latter by obferving that, 
after attentively remarking the occurrence of this bore in feveral places, I found it no 
where happen, fave where the tide, running in by a narrow channel, encounters in its 
way a fand-bank, or fhallow, which obftru&s the progrefs of the volume of water it 
brings ; in fuch (pots this impetuous and irregular rufh of the waves commences, ceafing 
at a fhort diftance beyond where the channel begins to have greater depth or extenfion. 
Something fimilar is laid to happen at the Orcadcs, north of S/'otland, frequently in the 
Briftol Channel, and occafionally in the mouth of the Garonne, near Bourdeaux, where 
a bore is called Le Mafcaret. « 

The dread experienced by the chief of my Americans, of not being able, in the fpace 
of the five days wanting of the high tides of the full moon, to reach the North Cape, 
from which, however, we were but fifteen leagues dill ant, and beyond which we fhould 
find fhelter, occafioned his determining, notwithftanding my entreaties to ^he contrary, 
to wait nine whole days on a defert ifland, until the moon fhould have fome time puffed 
the full. Thence we reached Cape North in lefs than two days ; the day after that of 
the moon entering its lafl quarter, when the neap tides occur, we grounded on a mud 
bank, and, at ebb, the fea retiredfar from us. The following day, the flood-tide failed 
of coming up to us ; in fine, I remained in the mud bank a whole week, during Which my- 
rowers, now without employ, had ample leifure to wander in fearch of brackifh water, 
wading for the purpolb through mud up to the waift. For my part, 1 amufed myfelf 
as well as I could in this irkfomc pofition, by repeating my obfervations within fight of 
Cape North, but, as may be gueffed, heartily wqaried with remaining fo long in latitude 
i° 51' N. My canoe, flationary on mud hardened by the fun, became a fixed obfer- 
vatory. I found the variation of the compafs 4 0 E. ; two and a half degrees lefs E. 
than at Pauxis, and remarked, that on every fide I caff my eyes, nothing was to be feen 
but Mangle-trees, in lieu of thofe lofty mountains whofe points are fo circumftantially 
detailed in the description of the coafl which accompanies the charts given in the Flambeau 
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de la Mer> a book tranflated from all languages, and which, in this part, feems rather 
calculated to miflead than afford any light to navigators. At length, at the approach of 
the full moon, the commencement of the fame bore fo much dreaded fet ys afloat, but 
not without much danger, as it drove the canoe before it, and caufed it to pitch and 
labour more in the mud, and with even greater velocity, than 1 experienced while in 
the currents of the Pongo in the upper part of the river I had lately navigated, of 
which, at length, I faw the mouth. Here my chart of the Amazons river finifhed ; I 
continued, however, to take a plan of the coaft, and to make my obfervations of the 
latitudes, as far as Cayenne. 

At a di fiance of fomc leagues weft of the bank and under the fame parallel, 
I found a fecond mouth of the Arauari, now barred by the fands. This mouth, 
and the deep and broad channel leading to it from the north, with the iflands 
in advance of the cape northward, are the river and bay of Vincent Pinion. The Por- 
tuguefe have their realons for confounding it with the river Oyapoc, the mouth of 
which, by Cape D’Orange, lies in latitude 4’ 15' N. ; yet, notwithftanding the article 
of the treaty of Utrecht confounds the Oyapoc with the river of Pinion, regarding 
them as one, they are neverthelefs fundered by a fpace of more than fifty leagues. This 
is a fa eft that will not be difputed by any who have confulted the old charts of this 
country, and have read the original authors who wrote on America before the eftablilh- 
ment of the Portuguefe in Brazil. I found, by obfervations made on the 23d and 
24th of February, that the French fort of Oyapoc ftands in latitude 3 0 55' N. : its 
lite is on the north bank of the river, fix leagues up from its mouth. 

At length, after a voyage of two months by land, I may fay, as well as by fea, (for 
the coaft is 1b flat between Cape North and the ifland of Cayenne, that the rudder 
con dandy grounded, or rather, never ceafed furrowing the mud, as half a league from 
fhore there was at times no more than a foot of water,) I arrived at Cayenne on the 
26th February 1744. 

It is well known, that it was in this ifland M. Richer of this academy, in 1672, made 
difeovery of the inequality of weights under different parallels, and that his experiments 
were the bafe of the theories of Mr. Huygens and Sir Ifaac Newton refpe&ing the 
figure of the earth ; now, one of the motives which induced me to go to Cayenne, 
was a profpeftt of the utility that would refult from a repetition of his experiments, as 
we are in the jTrefent day greatly accuftotfled to them, and enabled to exercife far more 
precifion than formerly. I bring with me a fteel rule, which, according to my obfer- 
vations, is precifely of the fame length with the fimple pendulum at Cayenne; but I 
look for Hill greater exactitude, from a companion of the number of the olcillations of 
my fixed pendulum at Cayenne with the vibrations at Paris of the fame pendulum in 
equal fpace of time, when I fhall be enabled to make the -experiment. This compari- 
fon will Ihew the pofitive excefs of the number of the vibrations <>i ft , pendulum at Cay- 
enne ovtfMljpfe of the pendulum vibrating feconds at Paris, the length of which is 
determined by M. Mairan ; and as more precifion was obferved by him in the afeertain- 
ment of the length of this pendulum than any by whom he had been preceded, it is fair to 
Jirefume it is correct., As an eftablilhcd term may alfo be regarded the length of the 
pendulum afeertained at Quito, in various manners, and with different inftruments, by 
M. Godin, M. Bouguer. and myfelf, in which length we feverally agree to within lefs 
than the hundredth part of a line. But, from whichever point we proceed, the dif- 
ference between the number of ofcillations in the fpace of twenty-four hours of the 
fame pendulum at Quito, at Para, and at Paris *, determined by a long feries of expe- 

* It k queftionable, whether, in lieu of “ Pans,” (hould not be read “ Cayenne.” Tr. 
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riments«at each place, will give the precife length of a pendulum linking feconds on 
the equinox at the level of the fea, that length the moll proper, by common confent, 
to be received as a univerfal meafure. How defirable, indeed, were fuch a meafure, 
at leaft for mathematicians ! The diveffity of tongues, an inconvenience which yet 
mull endure for many centuries, does it not prefent fufficient obltaclcs to the progrefs 
of the lciences and the arts, by prefenting, in a degree, the requifite communication 
between different people ; but it mull be mil increafed, as one may fay, purpofely, by 
an affe&ation of ufing, in each country, and at each fpot, meafures and weights which 
conllantly vary one from the other, while nature, in the pendulum flriking feconds 
under the equator, prei'ents an invariable tell, fo well adapted to the ellablilhment of a 
common meafure and a common weight in every country ; one, too, which calls upon 
every lover of learning for its adoption ? 

iyThe object of my firll l'olicitude on reaching Cayenne was, to distribute to various 
perfons feeds of Quinquina, or the Bark-tree, then only eight months old ; by means 
of thefe, 1 trulled to repair the Id's might be experienced by the failure of the young 
plants of that tree, the laft of which, preferved by me from the heat of the climate and 
the cafualties incident on fo long a voyage, had been carried awav by a wave which, 
off Cape IVOrange, threatened our canoe with deltruction. The feeds at Cayenne did 
not profper ; indeed, refleding on their delicacy, and their inevitable expofure to a 
high temperature, their profperity was more than could reafonably be expeded. I have 
not, moreover, received any information refpeding the refult of thofe I committed to 
the management of the Jel'uit miflionaries on the Upper Oyapoc, the mountainous ter- 
ritory and more temperate climate of whole ellablilhment alfimilated, far more than 
Cayenne, with that of Loxa, whence the feeeds were brought. 

At Cayenne I obferved the latitude to be, as determined by M. Richer, 5* 56' N. ; 
but was at firll^urprifed to find, by four obfervations of the firll fatellite of Jupiter, 
each of them agreeing with the others, that the difference between .the meridians at 
Paris and Cayenne is nearly one degree Id's than is Hated in the Connuiffance dcs Temps ; 
but I have fmee learnt, that M. Richer made no obfervation pf the latellites of Jupiter 
at Cayenne, and that the longitude of this place was deduceu from other obfervations 
made by him, in a manner very impeded and much fubjed to .error. A more enlarged 
detail on this fubjed, as well as of my remarks on the tides, and the variation and 
dipping of the needle, made at the fame plate, will more appropriately occur at our 
private meetings. ' ^ 

Noticing that at Cayenne, the mountains of Courou, ellimated ten leagues dillant, 
were very diltindly vifible, I conceived, that a fpot, whence the flail) and report of a 
cannon fired at the fort of Cayenne could be perceived, would be well adapted to the 
menfuration of the celerity of found in a climate fo different from that of Quito, where 
we had made a variety of experiments. M. d’Orvilliers, commandant of the fort, not 
only , complied with iny requell of iffuing the requifite orders, but gladly v.idertook 
to lhare the toil with me on the occafion ; M. Frefneau, of the engineer corps, under- 
took, on his part, the hoifting of fignals, and afeertaining the celerity of the wind, 
with feveral other incidental matters. From five experiments made on two different 
days, four ot which agreed within lefs than half a fecond in one hundred and ten, and 
from the diRance,. which was concluded to be twenty thoufand two hundred and thirty 
toifes by trigonometrical calculations, in which a bafe twice incafured on a level beacn 
of one thouland nine hundred toifes was employed, we determined, as the mean refult 
of the celerity of found, deducting for that of the wind, that it flew at the rate of one 
hundred and eighty-three and a half toifes in a fecond in tins part, whereas its progrefs 

‘ i ' at 



IN SOUTH AMERICA. 255 

at Quito was only one hundred and feventy-five. The cannon ufed in thefe experi- 
ments was a twelve pounder. 

I took advantage of the angles I had already meafured, and the dii lances afeertained 
in order to -determine geometrically the pofition of thirty or forty points, as well in the 
ifland of Cayenne as on the continent and the coaft, among others, of certain rocks, 
and cfpecially that called the Conftable, which ferves as a fea-work to (hips. I likewife 
took the angles of elevation of the molt confpicuous capes and mountains. Their 
height, well afeertained, would furnilh pilots with a much better dependence than mere 
reckoning, for appreciating, on catching fight of them, (and that without other trou- 
ble than confulting a li tuple table,) their dill nice from the coaft. It is but too well 
known how necefiary, on approaching the laud, an exact knowledge of this is to the 
mariners ; nor is the help which geometry affords to navigation, and which has been 
hitherto neglected, confined- to this inltance alone. ' 

On mother oxcurfion out of the iiland, in company with M. d’Orvilliers, we afeond- 
ed feveral rivers on the main, and meafured their courfes ; 1 alio frequently took the 
latitudes, and thus obtained materials which, with the principal points 1 had before deter- 
mined, may ferve to form an exuCt map of this colony, which is the more wanting, as 
there are none :.u prelent deferving the name. 

Dining my iojourn at Cayenne, 1 had the curioliry to fn, ii the venom of the poi- 
foned arrows, which 1 had prefer v J upwards of a year, Itil! retained its activity, and 
whether fugar be in reality as fecure an antidote as it i- reprefonted. The experiments 
for determining thefe points were made in prefence of the governor of the colony, of 
fever.d officers of the garriion, and of the King’s phyfician. A pullet, (lightly wounded 
by a (mail arrow, which had been dipped in this poifon thirteen months before, and 
which was blown through a fbrhacan, lived about half a quarter of an hour; another, 
pricked in the wing with one of thefe fame arrows, newly dipped in the venom diluted 
with water and immediately withdrawn, leaned to faint a minute afterwards, was fhortly 
(fixed with convulfions, and, notwithstanding it was made to fwallow fugar while in 
this (late, expired. A third, pricked with the fame arrow (refit dipped in the poifon, 
having had the fame renujdy immediately adminiitered, exhibited no fign of the leaft. 
inconvenience. I repeated thefe experiments afterwards at Leyden in prefence of the 
celebrated profefibrs, Muifenbrock, Van Swieten, and Albinus, belonging to the uni- 
ver/itv there, cji the 23 d January of/.kj* year. The poifon, the force of which was 
neccffarily diminiffied by length of .Kite, and by the cold, did not produce its effects in 
leis than live or fix minutes ; bur fugar was given to no purpofe in another inltance, 
the fowl which (wallowed it living but a Ihort time longer than the other*. The ex- 
periment was not repeated. T his poifon is an extract ..made by boiling the juices of 
certain plants, especially particular lianas. For the venom ufed by the Ticunas, which 
is that I tried, and which is held in higheft efteeem of all the diner lit (pedes known 
along tii stiver Amazons, 1 am allured that more than thirty kinds of herbs or roots 
enter into its compolition. I'hefe Americans conltamly follow the fame procefs in pre- 
paring it, that handed down to them by their forefathers, and this with as nice exacti- 
tude as with us apothecaries in the compolition of the thermal Andromachi , omitting not 

* Should this relation be perfectly eorreft, it> would appear that, although at a high temperature of 
the air lugar immediately taken on the bluud.bccoming infected with this poifon, may be regarded as a 
remedy and antidote, it lofes its efficacy wl.on adminiitered in a cold climate. The temperature, at the 
time the experiment was made at Cayenne, in July, would be about 8o° Fahr., while that at Leyden, in 
themidU of winter, was poifibly below 30V. Trans. 
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B h it is highfy probable the great multiplicity 
us Atn^fA-ijailba as in the European aailidatw 
wife, {MPjpmig a people who poffefs an ihftrument lb 
with jyH|rc$b fatiate their vengeance, th<&rj!e*|oufy or 
eWtwfaWs alone. It is the more to be admiral, as a 
sima meU in abhorrence by thefe neophytes, towards 
f fhewing that indulgence they exact, though furxwtnded 
kfiftpirof harm j and what Ihould ftill farther increafe 
r people are favages, for the major part deftitute of the 

btme, the marvellous and even novel fad, of the multi* 
jjf Polypi, discovered by M. Trembley, and fince confirmed by the experi- 
M. ReaumUr, M. de Juffieu, and a variety of other natui alifts, l nude tome 
lea-polypi of large fizej which, off this coafl, are very common. My firft 
bts were not attended with fuccefs, and an illnefs with which I was feissed, 
toy repeating them»s I intended. 

emths' ftay at Cayphfte, without feeing the King’s fhip arrive, which was 
and without receiving any news from France, a pleafure of which I had been 
fat five years, made more impreffion upon me than nine years’ travelling and 
I faraS attacked with a lownefs of fpirits and the jaundice, from which I lound 
Itef than from all medicine, in the extremely polite anfwer l received from 

S governor of the Dutch colony of Surinam, in which he invited me to 
ittam, $Uid offered me a pafiage to Holland, engaging to iurnifh me with 
b of rupture between France and the States General. I loft not a mo- ■ 
er a ftay of fiat months at Cayenne, I left it in a convalescent ftate on 
1744, in a Sung’s barge, furnifhed me by M. Orvilliers, with a lerjeant 
1, to the garrifon, who bad command only over the rowers. In confequence, 
fks much fhorter than that from Para to Cayenne. I flopped on the way no 
neceflary to complete my crew of Americans. The miffionary father 
i^jtopeured me a fufficient number of hands, notf/ithftanding the rumour of 
fifa mffamaper at Surinam, which, though nHe, had fpread to a dif- 

the natives. Deducing ftoppages, now voluntary, and 
rateatL Lwi» mtnewhat more thai*J>Av hours on my voyagq from Cayenne 
at of Surinam, which I entered the 27m* 

afeended the river the height of five leagues, which brought me to 
kkit|ie capital of the Dutch colony of Surinam, the governor or which, in 
3L fiarpafled the expf&ations I had formed from his obliging letters. I ob- 
IpMpzSts Which I found to be 5 0 49' N. ; and I likewife made feveral other 
ns during the five days p flopped : on the 3d September, I embarked on 
etchant lhip lxmnd to Amfterdam. ’ 

ith, we difpenfed with (hewing my paflport to an Englifh croifer* owing to 
earner ; this, however, would probably have met with little at firft ( 

•fctulfer faluted us with ffiar, to make Us fend our boat on board, gtotwitb " 
tower* under Dutch coksUklP^, 

;f;4,Npvember, at the enfapfl |wi the channel, we wens accofted by a cruifer 
a fimilar purpfafej ‘ihjtft in a. lefs dffcourteous manner, for, coming ’ 
llPPuiD was sffiarance I gave him, mentioning who 1 

were, that he mine time with us. On the lfith, at 

Temtl, We toot ftt bbasd a coatting pilot to condu& us into port ; 

9 ' 
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but, forced to keep aloof from the land we fought, we kept wandering about at random, 
conftantly founding, and accompanied with conftant fogs, for fifteen of the Ihorteft days 
of the year, furroundcd all the time by Ihoals and (hallows. One night we diltinguilhed 
the Schevcling lights, feldom feen with impunity ; at length we diltinguilhed the Ihore 
of Vlieland, while our pilots, by their reckoning, imagined us within fight of the 
Texel. The 30th November, in the evening, I landed at Amfterdam, where, and at 
the Hague, I waited two months for the pafl'ports requifite to crofs the Low Countries. 
I am indebted for thofe from England to Mr. Trevor, the minifter of that nation at 
the Hague, who, without hefitation, granted them to the entreaty of M. 1 ’Abbe de 
la Ville, the French ambaflador ; for thofe from the minifter of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, I am obliged to Lord Bentinck. To conclude; — on the 23d February 1745, 1 
arrived in Paris, after a lapfe of ten years from my departure thence.. 


Letter of M. De la Condamine, •written in 1773, to M. **** ; giving an Account 
of the Fate of thofe Ajironomers who participated in the requifite Operations for the 
. Lafurcment of the Earth , begun in 1735. 

Y . feel intereftod. Sir, in the labours of the Academy of Sciences undertaken for 
the nmafurement of the earth, atldare anxiptts to learn the fate of all who were em- 
ployed on this great work abroad fihee the year 1 735 ; well might 1 anfwer you in the 
words of Virgil, — 


Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto. 

But. few remain buoyed on the extenfive wafte* 

We failed from Rochelle in the month of May 1735, provided with pafl’ports from 
His Catholic Majefly Philip V., for the purpofe of meafuring the degrees next the 
equator in his South American dominions. Our party confifted of three members of 
the Academy, M. Godin, M. Bouguer, and myfelf ; of M. Jofeph de Juflicu, M. D. 
regent of rhe JKaculty at Paris, and 'y^her of the two other academicians, admitted 
likewife, during his abfence, a nv ''.me r of the academy ; M. Seniergues, a furgeon ; 
M. Verguin, engineer in the navy ; M. de Morainville, draughtfman for the department 
of Natural Hiltory ; M. Coup.et, a nephew of the academician of that name ; M. 
Godin des Odonais, who will form the chief fubjett of this letter; and M. Hugo, a 
watch and mathematical inlhument-maker : at Carthagena, in America, we were, 
moreover, joined by two lieutenants of Spanifh (hips, appoint' 1 by the court of 
Madrid to accompany us during our obfcrvations. 

The "following year M. de Maupertuis, nominated for the meafurement of the de- 

f rees of the meridian under the Arctic Circle, embarked at Rouen, accompanied by 
folks. Ciairaut, Camus, and Monnier the younger, academicians, M. FAbbe Outhier, 
M. Celfius, a Swedilh aftronomer, and others. 

In 1751, M. F Abbe de la Caille, an academician, fet fail for fbe Cape of Good 
Hope, on which expedition the meafurement of two degrees of the' meridian was one 
of his lighted labours. 

Of the five travellers to the Arctic Circle, only M. Monnier at prefent furvives. The 
Abbe*de la Caille, who undertook alone the voyage to the Cape, and whole health 
appeared proof againll every attack, on his return to Paris died, a martyr to his afl.ro- 
vot. xiv. l l nomical 
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nomical zeal, in 1)62; and M. l’Abbe C.liappe d’Auteroche, an academician, the 
junior of the lad mentioned, whom he took for his model, experienced in California, 
in 1 769, a iimilar deftinv. 

Of my companions on the voyage to the equator, M. Couplet, the moll, robuft and 
one of the youngeft, was carried off, three days after his arrival at Quito, by a putrid 
fever. M. Seniergues, our i'urgcon, was killed in a popular commotion at Cuenca. 
M. Bougucr in 1758 died of an abfeels of the liver. M. Godin, after entering the 
Spanilh fervicc, in which he vi ; appointed to the direction of the Academy of Naval 
Guards at Cadiz, vounger than M, Bougucr, l'urvived the latter but two years. M. dc 
Morainville, who remained in the province of Quito, met with death by falling 
from the fcantling of a church, of which he was the architect, at Ciealpa, in the vicinage 
of Riobomba. Of M. Hugo, who married at Quito, L have received no intelligence 
thefe fifteen years back. I do not enumerate how many of our fervants, white as well 
as of colour, who died in tiie courfeofour travels ; tw .> <>1 them ol a violent death. 

Commander Don Jorge Juan, the fuperior of the two Spaniili oflicers attached to 0111 
party, made a poft-captain on his return to Spain, and afterwards commandant of the 
Naval Guards, commodore, and ambaffador to Morocco, though younger than moll 
of us, died lately of apoplexy at Madrid. Dr. Jol'eph de Jufiieu, long detained by the 
Audencia Real of Quito for the benefit of his profelhonal aflillance, and afterwards ly. 
the Viceroy of Lima, returned to Paris two years back : as formerly the famou.-. 
M. Mabillon, he has loft his memory, but, not fo fortunate as he, to M. de Jufiieu it has 
never returned ; for this laft gentleman and mvfelf I know not whetlier in juftice we can 
both together be reckoned equivalent to one living being. A deafnds, which 1 began 
to experience in America, is become exceffive ; and for thefe laft five years l have been 
deprived of all external feeling in my lower members, the vitality of which 1 am ren- 
dered lenfible of only by the pains I experience in them on change of weather. Thus, 
of eleven travellers in. the Torrid Zone, exclufive of fervants, the only ones deferving 
to be reckoned alive, are M. Verguin, naval engineer at Toulon ; Don Antonio de 
Ulloa, commodore in the Spanifh navy, and late governor of Louiliana (nor indeed are 
either of thefe exempt from infirmities) ; and M. Godin des (11 on a is, who, after thirty- 
eight years’ abfence, has lately reached Paris, and who has mrniffied me with matter 
calculated to afford you entertainment. I received from him, i.i the month of Auguil 
laft, in confequcnce of entreaty that he would me \vuh a narrative of the travels 

of his wife, a lady known to me from her infancy, and of ,,-hofe adventures 1 had 
heard but a confuted account, the letter of which I indole you a tranfeript : by it you 
will fee what miracles may be effected by relolution and pcrleverance. Callous indeed 
muft be that heart which can remain unmoved at the recital of the fhocking misfortunes 
of an amiable woman brought up with tendernefs, who, by a feries of events not to be 
avoided by human furefiglit, found herfelf in the depth of impervious forells, the haunts 
of ferocious beads arid dangerous reptiles, and there expo fed 10 all the horrp#«**liicident 
on thirft, on hunger, and fatigue ; and who, after beholding ieveii pcrlons who accom- 
panied her fink under the weight of fuch diftrefs, and expire by her fide, wandered, an 
infulate being, the only one furviving for feveral days through this delert ; finally, 
who, by providence, bordering on a miracle, efcapcd all the perils of her critical fitua- 
tion. You will a( the fame time notice the munificence of His Portuguefe Majefty 
towards M. Godin, and the liberal demeanor of the officers charged with the execution 
of his orders. 

Upon reprefentation made to him by M. Godin, the beneficent minifter (M. le 
Due de Vrilliere), whofe department embraces the Academies, has recently obtained for 

6 him 
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him from His Majefly a penfion, well earned by his zeal and toil during our operations, 
and by the long exile he endured from a country to which he was fo anxious to return. 


Letter is M. De la Conoamine from M. Gooin ues Odonais. 

Sir, St. Amand, Berry, 28th July 1773. 

You require of me a narrative of the travels of iny fpoufe along the Amazons river, 
the fame route I followed after you. The rumours which have reached your ears of 
the dangers to which fhe was expofed, and which fire alone of eight perfons lurinountcd, 
augment your enriofity. I had refolved never to jpeak of them again, ib painful to me 
was the recollection of them ; but, as an old companion in your travels, a diftinftiou 
which 1 prize, I cannot refufe in turn for the intereft you take in our welfare, and the 
marks of friendfhip you have fhewn me, to give you the latisfaclion you require. 

We landed at Rochelle on the 26th of June lait, after a paffage from Cayenne, effect- 
ed in fixty-five days, having left this laft place on the 2 1 ft of April. On our arrival, I 
made enquiries after you, and leart with much grief that four or five months hadelapfed 
fince you were no more. While yet in tears, my wife and myfeif were delighted on 
wiping them away, to find that at Rochelle the literary journals, and what regards the 
Academy, are far lefs read than the news which relates to commerce. Accept, Sir, for 
yourfclf and Mad. de la Condamine our heartieft congratulations. 

You will recoiled that the laft time 1 had the honour of feeing you in 1742, previous 
to your leaving Quito, I told you that I reckoned on taking the fame road that you were 
about to do, along the river of Amazons, as much owing to the wifli I had of knowing 
this way, as to inl'ure for my wife the molt commodious mode of travelling, by faving her 
a long journey over-land, through a mountainous country, in which the only convey- 
ance is on mules. You took the pains in the courfe of your voyage to give information 
at the Spanifh and Portuguese millions eftablifhed on its banks, that one of your compa- 
nions would follow you ; and, though feveral years elapfed from the period of your 
leaving them, this had not been forgotten. My wife was exceedingly folicitous of fee- 
ing France, but her repeated pregnancies, for feveral years after your departure, pre- 
vented my cor? lent to her being '(ixpofe' 1 to the fatigues incident on fo long a voyage. 
Towards the Mc>.e c r 1 7/; 8 receiy wimtelligence of the death of my father; and my 
prcfcnce thence becoming inditpenlame for the arrangement of my family affairs, I re- 
iblvcd on repairing to Cayenne by myfeif down the river ; and planning every thing on 
1 he wav to enable my wife to follow the fame road with comfort, I departed in March 
1749 from the Quito, leaving Mad. Godin at that time pregnant. I arrived at Cayenne 
in .April following, and immediately wrote to M. Eouille, then minifler of the navy, in- 
treating him to procure me paffporls and recommendations to th • court of Portugal, 
to euab+e '*ie to afeend the Amazons, for the purpoie of proceeding to my family, and 
bringing it back with me by the fame channel. Any one but you. Sir, might be fur- 
prifed at my undertaking thus lightly a voyage of fifteen hundred leagues, for the mere 
purpofe of preparing accommodations for a fecond : but you will know that travels in 
that part of the world are undertaken with much lefs concern than in Europe ; and by 
thofe I had made during twelve years for reconnoitring the ground for the meridian of 
Quito, for fixing fignalson the loftiefk mountains, in going to and returning from Car- 
thagena, had made mo perfectly a veteran. 1 availed myfeif of the opportunity afforded 
by the .conveyance which took my letters to forward feveral Objects pertaining to 
natural hiftory for the King’s garden ; among others, feed of thefarfaparilla, and of the 
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five fpecies of the Butua ; with thefe alfo a grammar, printed at Lima, of the language 
of the Incas, which I defigned as a prefent for M. de Bufton, from whom I received no 
anfwer. By that with which I was honoured from M. Rouille, I learnt that His Majefty 
had been pleafed to direft that the governor and intendant of Cayenne fhould both fur- 
nilh me with recommendations to the government of Para. Upon this, I wrote to you, 
Sir, and you were fo obliging as to folicit paflports for me. You moreover favoured me 
with a letter of recommendation from Commander La Cerda, minifter of Portugal to 
France, addrefl'ed to the governor of Para, with a letter from M. l'Abbe de la Ville, 
which informed you that my paflports had been expedited, and forwarded to Para. I 
enquired refpeding them of the governor of that place, who expreifed his entire igno- 
rance of the fad. 1 repeated my letters to M. Rouille, who then was no longer in the 
miniftry. Since that time I renewed my letters every year, four, live, and even fix 
times, "for the purpofe of obtaining my paflports, and conllantly without eflett. Many 
of my letters were loft, or intercepted, timing; the war, of which 1 the lels doubt from your 
having ceafed to icceive any, notwithftanding I regularly continued my coml'pondence. 
At length, hearing cafually that M. le Comte d’Herouville was in the confidence of 
M. de Choifeul, 1 ventured, in 1765, to write to the former of thefe noblemen, although 
I had not the honour of being known to him, explaining in a few words who 1 was, and 
entreating him to intercede will* the I)uc do Choifeul lbr the tranfmiflion of my pafl- 
ports. To the kind) ids of this nobleman alone can 1 attribute the fuccels that followed 
this ftep ; for, the tenth month from the dale of my letter to i\l. lc Comte dellerouville, 
I faw a decked galliot arrive at Cayenne, equipped at Para by order of the King of Por- 
tugal, manned with thirty oars, and commanded by a captain ol thegarrifon ol Para, in- 
ftructed to bring me to Para, thence tranfport me up the river as high as the firlfc 
Spanifli fettlement, to wait there till I returned with my family, and ultimately re -con- 
duct me to Cayenne, all at the fpecial cmfrge of liis Moll Faithful Majefty ; a liberality 
truly loyal, and fuch as is little common among fovereigns. We left Cayenne at the dole 
of November 1 765, in order to take in property belonging to me at the fort of Oyapoc, 
where I refided. Here I fell fick, and even dangeroully fo. M. de Rebello, the cap- 
tain, a knight of the order of Cluift, was fo complaifant as to wait for me fix weeks ; 
finding at length that I ftill continued too ill to venture on thV voyage, and, fearlul of 
abufing the patience of this officer, I befought him to continue his route, and that he 
would permit me to put feme one on board, fck.whom I might entiaft ilty letters, and 
who might fill my place in taking care of my faimfy on its return. I calt my eyes on 
Triftan D’Oreafaval, a perfon whom I had long known, and in whom I had confidence. 
The packet I entrufted to him contained the orders of the Father-general of the Jeiuits 
to the Provincial of Quito, and the Superior of the millions of Maynas, for funiilliing 
the canoes and equipage neceflary for the voyage of my fpoufe. The inftru&ions I gave 
to Triftan were fimplyto deliver thofe letters to the Superior, refident at La Laguna, the 
capital of the Spanilh millions of Maynas, whom I entreated to forward Utters to 
Riobamba, in order that my wife might receive information of the vellel di/patch-d by 
His Majefty of Portugal, at the recommendation of the King of France, to bring her to 
Cayenne. Triftan was further directed to wait an anfwer from Riobamba at Laguna. 
Fie failed from Oyapoc on the 24th January 1766, and arrived at Loreto," the firll efla- 
blifhment belonging to Spain on afeending the river, in the month of July or Auguft of 
the fame year. Loreto is a million eftablilhed below that of Pevas fince the period of 
your coming down the river in 1 7 -t 3 ; nay, both this and the Portuguese million of 
Savatinga, above that of St. Pablo, which was before their lalt fettlement up the river, 
have been founded fince my paflitge defeendiug in 1 749. The better to comprehend 
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wliat I now defcribe, it may be well you fhould call your eyes over the chart made by 
you of the courfe of the Amazons, or that of the province of Quito, inferted in your 
Hiftorical Journal of the Voyage to the Equator. The Portugueze officer, M. de Rc- 
bello, after landing Triflan at Loreto, returned to Savatinga,in conformity to the orders 
he had received of waiting there until Madame Godin fhould arrive ; and Triflan, in 
lieu of repairing to Laguna, the capital of the Spanifh millions, and there delivering his 
letters to the Superior, meeting with a miffionary Jefuit, called Father Ycfquen, who was 
on his return to Quito, by an unpardonable overfight, which had every appearance of a 
bad intent, delivered to his care the packet of letters. This was addreffed to Laguna, 
feme days’ journey from the fpot where Triflan was : but in lieu of attending to this 
circurnftance, he lent it five hundred leagues beyond, to the other fide of the Cordil- 
leras, and himfelf remained in the Portuguefe millions, carrying on trade. 

You will pleafe to notice that, befules different articles which I had entrufled him to 
difpoie of for me, 1 had lurnilhed him in addition with more than fufficicnt to defray all 
expeiice in travelling through the Spanifh millions. 

Spite, however, of his bad conduct, a vague rumour obtained circulation through the 
province of Quito, and reached the ears of Madame Godin, not only of letters addrefled 
to her being on their wav in the cuftodv of a Jcfuil, but alio, that in the uppermoft 
millions of Portugal a vcffel equipped by His Moft Faithful Majdiy had arrived to tranf- 
port her to Cayenne. Her brother, a monk of the order of Auguftins, in conjunction 
with Father Terol, a provincial Dominican, exerted themfelves much to induce the Pro- 
vincial of the Jcluits to obtain thefe letters. The Jefuit who received them at length 
made his appearance, and Rated he had delivered them to another ; this other, being 
interrogated, replied, he had committed them to a third : bur, notwithflanding the molt 
diligent perquifition, the letters never were fcMfid. With refpect to the arrival of the 
vellel, opinions differed, foine giving credit to, while others difputed the faid. To ven- 
ture on a voyage* of fuch length without any certainty, and preparatory thereto to ar- 
range all family affair", and part with her furniture, was what Madame Godin could 
not, without much rilk and imprudence, refolve upon : fhe determined on the com- 
mendable medium of riifp caching a faithful negro, who departed with fome Americans, 
but who, in conieqiicncc of obltadcs, was obliged to return. Ilis miftrefs lent him for- 
ward a fcca nd time with new inllruclions, and means of l'urtnounting the difficulties 
which had prevented his t-: - grels before. More fortunate on this fecond trip, the 
negro reached Loreto, law and communicated with Tritbm, and, returning, acquainted 
Madame Godin of the reality of the repoit, and that Triftan was at Loreto. Upon this 
fhe determined on her journey, fold part of Lr furniture, but left the reft, as well as 
her houfe at Riobamba, a garden and eftate at Guaflen, and another property of ours 
between Galte and Maguazo, to her brother-in-law. Some idea of the length of time 
which dapf'ed fmeo the month of September 1766, at which e; oci' itie letters were de- 
livered To ic Jefuit, may be formed by computing how long the journey of the reve- 
rend father to Quito will have occupied, how much rime would be loft in feeking the 
letters, in enquiry into the fact of the rumour, in hefitating about what was belt to do, 
and by the two journeys of the negro to Loreto and back to Riobamba, by the fale alfo 
of our effects, and the requiiite preparations for a voyage of fuch length ; in f.id, thefe 
prevented her letting out from Riobamba, forty leagues fouth oi, Quito, before the 
ill of Odober 1769. J 6 ~ 

lhe arrival of the Portuguefe veffel was rumoured at Guayaquil, and even as f.r as 
the ffiore of the South Sea ; for M. R., who reported himfelf to be a French phyiieian, 
coming from Upper Peru, and on his way to Panama and Porto JJolio, in view of palling 

thence 



262 


coxdamine’s travels 


thence to Santo Domingo, Martinico, or, at any rate, to the Havannah, and from that 
place to Europe, touching at Point Saint Helena, learnt there that a la 3 y of Rio- 
bnmba was on the point of fetting out for the Amazons river, and embarking 
thence in a veil'd equipped by the order of Ilis Portuguezc Majefty, to take her 
to Cayenne. This engaged him to change his route, and afeending the Guayaquil 
river, he proceeded to Riobamba to entreat Madame Godin to grant him a paffage, 
undertaking in return to watch over her health, and fhew her every attention. At 
firit Ihe anfwered, that Ihe had no authority to grant his requefl ; but M. R. ap- 
plying to her two brothers, they ropreiented to her fo urgently that file might 
have need of the aflifkince of a phyfician on fo long a voyage, that Ihe at length 
eonfented to hi,-, accompanying her. Her two brothers, who likewife were fetting 
out for Europe, hefitated not an inftant to avail themfelves of the opportunity 
which now o fierce! of hailening their arrival, the one at Rome, whither he was 
called by bufincis relative to his order, the other in Spain, where his private affairs 
required his prefence. The latter took with him a foil about nine or ten years of 
age, whom he wifhed to educate Ju France. M. de Grandmaifon,'niy father-in-law, 
went on before - to obtain every pojlible accommodation for his daughter on the 
road, to the point of embarkation beyond the great Cordillera. lie at fir If met 
with obftacles from the preftdent and captain-general of the province of Quito ; for 
you, Sir, are aware that the paffage by the Amazons is forbidden by t lie Spanifh court ; 
but thele difficulties were loon overcome. On tny return from Carthagcna, whither 
I had been difpatched on matters relative to our company in 1740, 1 brought back 
with me a paffport from the viceroy of Santa Fe, Don Sebaftian de l'lflava, authorifing 
our taking whatever road we pleaffd; and in confequence of the production of this, 
the Spanilh governor of the province dkMaynas and Omaguas, informed of the ap- 
proach of Madame Godin, politely fent to meet her a canoe ftored with rcfrefhments, 
l’uch as fruit, milk, &c. which reached her a little diftance from the town of Oma- 
guas ; but to what misfortunes, what a horrible fituation was lhc not expoled before 
that happy moment! She left her refidence of Riobamba with Iter effort on the iff 
of October 1769 ; and with thefe fire reached Canelos, the fpot at which they were to 
embark, fituatc on the little river Bobonafa, which empties itfelf into the Paftaca, as 
that laft does into the Amazons. M. de Grandmaifon, who preceded them a month 
on the way, found the village of Canelos well inhabited, and immediately embarked, 
continuing his journey, to prepare every thing neceffnry for the tranfport of his daugh- 
ter at each fhgc of her way. As he knew that file was accompanied by her brothers, 
a phyfician, her negro, and three female mulattoes or Americans, he proceeded on 
to the Portuguefe millions. In the interval, however, between his journey and the 
arrival of tny wife, the fmall pox, an European import, more fatal to the Americans 
in this part than the plague, which is fortunately here unknown, is to the people of 
Levant, had cauled the village of Canelos to be utterly abandoned by its^population. 
They had iecn thofe frrft attacked by this diitemper irremediably carried off, and had 
in confequence difperfed among the woods, where each had his own hut, ferving as 
a country-retreat. On her departure my wife was efcortcd by thirty-one American 
natives to carry herfelf and baggage. You know, Sir, that this road, the fame purfued 
by M. de Maldonhdo, is impracticable even for mules ; that thole capable, effeCt the 
paffage on foot, but that others are carried. The Americans who efcortcd Madame Godin, 
who were paid in advance according to the bad cuftom in this country, a cuftom found- 
ed on miftruft, at times but too well founded, fcarcely reached Canelos before they 
retraced their fteps, either from dread of the air being infeCted, or from apprehenfion 
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of being obliged to embark, a matter obnoxious in extreme to individuals who had 
perhaps never ken a canoe in their lives but at a diitance. Nay fuch excufes are 
poflibly fuperfiuous, for you well know how often we are abandoned by them on our 
mountains, on no pretence whatever. What under fuch circuinflances was to be 
done? Had mv wife been able to return, yet the defire of reaching the vcfiel waiting 
her, together with her anxiety to rejoin a hufband from whom flu; had been parted 
twenty years, were incentives powerful enough to make her, in the peculiar circum- 
ftances in which /he was placed, brave even greater obftacles. 

In the village only two Indians remained free from the contagion ; thtfe had no 
boat, but they engaged to condruct one and pilot it to the miflion of Andoas, abou' 
twelve days’ journey below, deiccnding the river Bobonaza, a diitance of from oru- 
hundred and forty to one hundred and fifty leagues j /he paid them beforehand ; the 
canoe being fini/hed, they all departed from Canelos. After navigating the river (wo 
days, on the fucceeding morning the pilots abfeonded ; the unfortunate party embarked 
without any one to deer the boat, and paffed the day without accident. The next day 
at noon, they difcoVered a canoe in a linall port adjoining a leaf-built hut, in which 
was a native recovering JVom illrnis, who confented to pilot them. On the third day 
of his voyage, while /looping over to recover the hat of Mr. K., which had fallen into 
the water, the poor man fell overboard, and, not having fu/Ecient ftrength to reach 
the /bore, was drowned. Behold the canoe, again without a Iteerfman, abandoned to 
individuals perfedly ignorant of managing it ; in confequence it was Ihortly overfet, 
which obliged the party to land, and build themfelves a hut. They were now but 
from five to fix days journey from Andoas. Mr. R. propofed to repair thither, and 
fet oft' with another Frenchman of the party, and the faithful negro belonging to 
Madame Godin, taking efpecial care to carry his efl'ecls with him. 1 fince blamed my 
wife for not having difpatched one of her brotlWs to accompany Mr. R,, but found that 
neither of them, after the accident which had befallen the canoe, were inclined to truft 
themfelves on the water again, without a proper pilot ; Mr. R. moreover promifed that 
within a fortnight a canoe /hould be forwarded to them with a proper complement of 
natives. The fortnight expired, and even five and twenty days, when, giving over all 
hopes, they conftrutied a raft on which they ventured themfelves, with their provifions 
and property. The raft, badly framed, ftruck againft the branch of a funken tree, 
and overfet, alt their effects peri/hing in the waves, and the whole party being plunged 
into the water. Thanks to the little breadth of the river at this place no one was 
drowned, Madame Godin being happily faved, after twice finking, by her brothers. 
Placed now in a fituation /till more di/treffing than before, they colledively refolved on 
tracing the courle of the river along its banks. How difficult of efled this enterprife, 
you, Sir, are well aware, who know how thickly the banks of the rivers are befet with 
trees, underwood, herbage and lianas, and that it is often r.ecnVy to cut one’s way. 
They returned to their hut, took what provifions they bad left behind, and began their 
journey. By keeping along the riv er’s fide they found its fmuofities greatly lengthened 
their way, to avoid which inconvenience they penetrated the wood, and in a few' days 
they loft themfelves. Wearied with lo many days’ march in multi of woods, incom- 
modious even for thefe accuitomed to than, their loot torn by thorns and brambles, 
their provifions exhaufted, and dying with thirll, they were tain to fublilt on a few 
feed, wild fruit, and the palm cabbage. At length, oppreffed with Hunger and tln’rft, 
with laflitude and lofs of ftrength, they lcated themfelves on the ground without the 
power of rifing* and, waiting thus the approach of death, iu three or four days expired 
one after the other. Madame Godin, ftretched on the ground by the iide of the corpfes 



condamine’s travels 


264 

of her brothers and other companions, ftupified, delirious, and tormented with choak- 
ing thirft, at length affumed refolution and ftrength enough to drag herfelf along in 
fearch of the falvation which providentially awaited her. Such was her deplorable 
condition {he was without (hoes, and her clothes all torn to rags : {he cut the {hoes 
off her brothers’ feet, and faftened the foies on her own. It was about the period 
between the 25th and 30th of December 1769 that this unfortunate party (at leaft feven 
of the number of them) perifhed in this miferable manner ; the date I gather by what 
1 learn from the only l'urvivor, who related that it was nine days after ihe quitted the 
fcene of the wretched cataftrophe deferibed before Ihe /cached the banks of the Bobo- 
nafa. Doubtlefs this interval mult have appeared to her of great length, and how a 
female fo delicately educated and in fuch a Hate of want and exhaullion, could fupport 
her diftrefs, though but half the time, appears moft wonderful. She affured me that 
fhe was ten days alone in the wood? two, awaiting death by the fide of her brothers, 
the other eight wandering at random. The remembrance of the {hocking fpe&acle {he 
witneffed, the horror incident on her folitr.de and the darknefs of night in a defert, the 
perpetual apprehenfion of death, ‘which every inftant ferved but to augment, had fuch 
ejfeCl on her fpirits as to caule her hair to turn g.'o-y. On the fecond day’s march, 
the diftance neceffarily inconfiderable, (he found water, and the fucceeding day fume 
wild fruit and frelh eggs, of what bird {lie knew not, but which, by her defeription, I 
conjecture to have, been a fpecies of partridge. Tliefe with the greatoft difficulty was 
{lie enabled to fwallow, the cefophagus, owing to the want of aliment, having become 
fo much parched and llraitencd ; but thefe and other food flic accidentally met with, 
fulficed to fupport her (koleton frame. At length, and not before it was indifpenfable, 
arrived the fuccour defigned for her by providence. 

Were it told in a romance that a female of delicate habit, accuftomed to all the com- 
forts of life, had been precipitated into it river; that, after being withdrawn when on 
the point of drowning, this female, the eighth of a party, had penetrated into unknown 
and pathlefs woods, and travelled in them for weeks, not knowing whither Ihe directed 
her Heps ; that, enduring hunger, thirft, and fatigue to very exhauftion, {he Ihould 
have feen her two brothers, far more robuft than her, a nephew yet a youth, three 
young women her fervants, and a young man, the domeftic left by the phyfician who 
had gone on before, all expire by her fide, and {he yet furvive ; that, after remaining 
by their corpfes two whole days and nights, in a country abounding in tigers and num- 
bers of dangerous ferpents, without once feeing- any of thefe animals or reptiles, Ihe 
Ihould' afterwards have ftrength to rife, and continue her way, covered but with tatters, 
through the fame pathlefs wood for eight days together till fhe reached the banks of 
the Bobonafa, the author would be charged with inconftftency ; but the hiftorian ftiould 
paint faCls to his reader, and this is nothing but the truth. The verity of this mar- 
vellous tale is artefted by original letters in my hands, from many miffionaries on the 
Amazons who felt an intereft in this event, and by other proofs as will be feen in the 
fequel of this narrative. Thefe misfortunes would have been avoided altogether but 
for the infidelity of Triftan, but for his negleft, in lieu of flopping at Loreto, of deli- 
vering as inftrufted, in perfon, my letters to the Superior at Laguna ; with this precau- 
tion on his pSrt my wife would, as her father had done, have found the village of 
Canelos peopled with natives, and a canoe ready to convey her forward. . 

To return, it was on the eighth or ninth day; according to Madame Godin, after 
leaving the dreadful fcene of the death of her companions, that {he founA. herfelf on 
the banks of the Bobonafa. At day-break fhe heard a noife at about two hundred 
paces from her. Her firft emotions, which were thofe of terror, occafioned her to 
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ftrike into the wood ; but, after a moment’s reflexion, fatisfied that nothing worfe 
could poffibly befal her, ’than to continue in her prefent ftate, and that alarm was 
therefore childiih, Ihe proceeded to the bank of the river, and perceived two native 
Americans launching a boat into the ftream. It is the cuftom of thefe people, on their 
landing to pafs the night, to draw their canoe either wholly, or partially on fhore, as a 
fecurity againft accidents, for fhould it be left afloat, and the fattening tackle break, 
it would be carried away by the current, and leave the fleepers on fhore in a truly 
helplefs ftate. The natives, perceiving Madame Godin, advanced towards her, on 
which fhe conjured them to tranfport her to Andoas : they had been driven by the con- 
tagion prevalent at Canelos to withdraw with their wives to a hut they had at a diftance, 
and were then going to Andoas. They received my wife on board with kindnefs truly 
afie&ionate, {hewed every attention to her wants, and conduced her to that village. 
Here (he might have flopped fome days to reft herfelf and recruit her ftrength, (and 
well may it be conceived fhe had great need of reftj but, indignant at the conduct of 
the miffionary at whofe mercy fhe was left, and wgth whom for that reafon fhe was 
obliged to diflemble, fhe refolved on making no flay at Andoas, %or would even have 
flopped a Angle night had it been poffible to be avoided. 

,A great revolution in the millions of Spanifli America dependent upon Lima, Quito, 
Charcas, and Paraguay, founded and adminiftered to by the Jefuits, for from one to 
two centuries, had recently taken place. An unexpected order from the court of 
Madrid expelled them from all their colleges and millions ; they had in confequence 
been every where arrefled, put on board, and tranfported to the pope’s dominions. 
This event, however, had occafioned no more difturbance than would have done the 
change of a village-reftor. In lieu of them, the fecular clergy were fubllituted, of 
which dafs was the individual who officiated as miflionary at Andoas, an individual 
whofe name I wifh to banifh from my memory. Madame Godin, flripped of almoft 
every thing, not 4 knowing otherwife how to teftify her gratitude to the two Americans 
who had faved her life, took from her neck two chains ofgold, filch as are ufually worn 
in this country, of about four ounces weight, and gave one to each of them, whofe ad- 
miration at the richnefs of the prefent equalled that they would have experienced had 
the heavens opened before them ; but the miflionary, in her very prefence, took 
pofleflion of the chains, and gave the poor Americans in lieu about three or four yards 
of coarf® cotton, fuch as is manufactured in the country, and called Tucuyo. Conduct 
thus infamous exafperated my wife to fuch a degree that fhe inflantly demanded a 
canoe and men, and the next day fet out for Laguna. A female American at Andaos 
made a cotton petticoat for her, which fhe fent to pay for immediately on reaching La- 
guna, and which fhe preferves with care, with the foies of the fhoes of her brothers, 
converted by her into fandals -mournful tokens, rendered dear to me as they are to her 
herfelf! 

WhUp my wife was yet wandering in the woods, her faithful negro, with a party of 
Americans from Andoas, afcended the river. M. R. thinking more of his own affairs 
than forwarding the boat which fhould recall his benefa&ors to life, fcarcely reached 
Andoas before he departed with his companion and bag^hge for Omaguap The negro, 
on reaching the hut where he left his tniftrefs and her brothers, traced them through 
the woods, in company with his companions, until he came to the fpot where their 
corpfes laid, already putrid and uncdgnizable. At fight of thefe, perfuaded that no 
one had emaped death, the negro and his companions returned to the hut, collected 
what had been left there, and again reached at Andoas before my wife arrived there. The 
n^ro thence repaired to M. R. at Omaguas, and delivered to him the property of his 
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miftrefe. This man was not ignorant that M. Grandmaifon, who bad reachpd Loreto, 
awaited there with impatience the arrival of his children. A letter in my pofleffion even 
proves that my father-in-law, informed that the negro Joachim was ,at Omaguas, ad- 
vifed Triflan to repair thither and bring him forward ; but neither Triftan nor M. R. 
thought fit to fatisfy him, and fo far from complying with his requeft, M. R., of his 
own accord, lent the negro back to Quito, keeping the property he had brought back 
with him. 

You know, Sir, that Laguna is not fituate on the Amazons, but fome leagues up 
the Guallaga, a tributary of the former river. Joachim difmiffed by M. R. did not in 
courfe proceed to Laguna in fearch of his miftrefs, whom he imagined dead, but 
returned to Quito, and thus have we loft his fervices. You will certainly be far from 
gueffing the excufe of M. R. for fending away a faithful fervant who was fo much 
wanted by us. “ I was afraid,” faid he in anfwer to this enquiry, “ that he would 
** murder me.” What, replied I, could have given birth to a fufpicion of fuch inten- 
tion in a man whofe zeal and fidelity were fo well known to you, and with whom you 
fo long had travelled*? If you apprehended he might diflike you from imputing the 
death of his miftrefs to your negligence, what prevented your fending him forward to 
M. Grandmaifon, who exacted this of ycto, and who was fo nigh at hand ?. At leaft 
what hindered your putting him in prifon ? You lodged with the governor of Omaguas, 
who would readily have complied, had you made him fuch a requeft. 

In the meantime Madame Godin, with the canoe and crew from Andoas, had reached 
Laguna, where they were received with the greateft politencfs by Dr. Romero, the new 
chief of the millions, who, by his kind treatment during fix weeks that lhe remained 
with him, did much towards re-eftablilhing her health, but too much impaired, and 
making her forget her misfortunes. The firft care of this refpedlable character was to 
forward an exprefs to the governor of Omaguas, to’inform him of the arrival of Ma- 
daiqe Godin, and the languid ftate of her health. Upon this intelligence M. R. could 
do no lefs, having proiqifed to render her his fervices, than haften to join her, bringing 
with him four filver dilhes, a filvcr faucepun, a velvet petticoat, one of Perfiana, and one of 
taffety, fome linen, and other trifles, belonging to her brothers as well as hcrfelf j 
adding* that all the reft were rotten, forgetting that bracelets, fnulT-boxes, and rofaries 
of gold, and ear-rings fet with emeralds, were not fubjedt to rottennefs, any more than 
various other effetts. “ Had you,” faid Madame Godin j “ had you brought hack my 
negro, I Ihould have learnt from him what he had done with my property found in the 
hut. But of whom, refpecting it, am 1 now to inquire ? Go your ways. Sir ; it is 
impoffible that I can ever forget that, to you, I owe all my misfortunes and all my lofies ; 
manage henceforward as you may, 1 am determined you fhall make no part of my 
company.” My wife had but too much reafon on her fide, but the interceffions of 
M. Romero, to whom lhe could refufe nothing, and who reprefented to her that, if 
lhe abandoned M. R., his condition would be deplorable, at length" overcajjie her 
repugnance, and induced her to confent he Ihould yet continue with her. 

When Madame Godin was fomewhat recovered, M. Romero wrote to M. Grand- 
maifon, informmg him that Ihtf was out of danger, and refuelling him to dilpatch 
Triftan to accompany her to the Portuguefe veflel. He likewue wrote to the governor* 
acquainting him thyt he had reprefented to Madame Godin, wbofe .courage and piety 
hp could never fufficiently admire, that lhe was yet merely at the beginning -of A long 
and tedious voyage ; and that, though lhe had already travelled upwards qf /four hup 
dred leagues, me had yet four or five times that distance to pafs .beforp lhe reached 
Cayenne ; tb$fo byp^uft relieved from the perils of death, , lhe was about to incur frelh 
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dang er ; concluding with offering, if Ihe cbofe to return, to caufe her to be efcorted 
back in perfeQ: 'fecurity to her refwlence of Riobamba ; to thefe he added, that Mar 
dame Godin replied, “ She was furprifed at his propofals ; that the Almighty had pre- 
ferred her when alone amid perils in which all her former companions had perilled ; 
that the firft of her wiihes was to rejoin her hufband ; that for this purpofe the had 
begun her journey ; and, were ihe to ceafe to profecute her intention, that ihe ihould 
efteem herfelf guilty of counteracting the views of Providence, and render ufelefs the 
aififtance ihe had received from her two dear Americans and their wives, as well as all 
the kindnefs for which ihe was indebted to him, and for which God alone could 
recompenfe them.” My wife was ever dear to me, but fentiments like thefe add vene- 
ration to tendernefs. Triftan failing to arrive when expected, M. Romero, wearied with 
Waiting for him in vain, equipped a canoe, and gave directions for the tranfport of Ma- 
dame Godin, without halting any where, to the Portuguefe veffel. Then it was that 
the governor of Omaguas, knowing of her coming, and that ihe was to flop no where 
by the way, difpatched a canoe to meet her, loaded with refreihments. 

The Portuguefe commander, M. de Rebello, hearing of her approach, fitted out a 
pirogue, commanded by two of his men and ftored with provifions, to meet her, which 
they did at the village of Pevas. This offider, the better to fulfil the orders of his 
mailer, with great labour, and by doubling the number of oars, worked his veffel up 
the river as high as the million of Loreto, where he received her on board. I learn 
from her, that from that inftant till ihe reached Oyapok, throughout a courfe of nearly 
a thoufand leagues, ihe wanted for nothing to render her comfortable, not even the 
niceft delicacies, and fuch as could not be expected in the country ; wine and liquors 
which ihe never ufes, fiih, game, &c. were fupplied by two canoes which preceded the 
galliot. The governor of Para, moreover, had fent orders to the chief part of the 
ftages at which they had to halt, with additional refreihments. 

I forgot to mention, that the fufferings of my wife were not at an end, and that one 
of her thumbs was in a very bad ftate, owing to its being wounded by thorns in the 
wood, which had not yet been extricated, and which had not only occafioned an abfcefe* 
but had injured the tendon and even the bone itfelf. It was propofed to take off the 
thumb, but, by dint of care and fermentations, ihe had only the pain to utfdergO 
occafioned by the extraction of two fplinters at San Pablo, but ihe entirely loft the ufe 
of the tendon. * The galliot continued its courfe to the fortrefs of Curupa about fixty 
leagues above Para. M. de Martel, knight of the order of Chrift, and major of the 
garrifon of Para, arrived there the fucceeding day, by order of the governor, to take 
command of the galliot, and conduft Madame Godin to Fort Oyapok. A little beyond 
the mouth of the river, at a fpot off the coaft where the currents are very violent, he 
loft one of his anchors, and as it would have been imprudent to venture with only one, 
he fent a boat to Oyapok, to feek aififtance, which was immediately forwarded. Hear- 
ing by this means of the approach of Madame Godin, 1 left Oyapok on board a galliot 
belonging to me, in view of meeting her ; and, on the fourth day of my departure, 
fell in With her veffel oppofite to Mayacare. On board this veffel, after twenty years’ . 
abfence, and a long endurance on either fide of alarms and misfortune^, I again met 
with a' cheriihed wife, whom I had almoft given over every hope of feeing again. In 
her embraces! forgot the lofe of the fhjits of our union, nay, I qyen congratulated 
rayfelf on their premature death, as it* faved them from the dreadful fete which befel 
their uncle in ftie Wood ‘of Cattelos beneath their mother’s eye, who certainly could never 
havd furviveo the fight*.’ We anchored at Oyapok the sad July 1770. t found in M. 
Murtel an offi cer^aS' much' diftinguilhed by his acquirements as by his prepoffdfing 
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exterior. , He has acquaintance with moil of the languages of Europe, is an excellent 
Jatinift, and well calculated to Ihine on a more extenfive fcene than Para. He is a 
defcendant of the illuftrious French family of fimilar name. I had the pleafure of his 
company for a fortnight at Oyapok, whither M. de Fiedmont, governor of Cayenne, 
whom the commandant of Oyapok, advifed of his arrival by exprefs, immediately dif- 
patched in a boat with refrefhments. We caufed the Portuguese veflel to undergo a 
repair, which it much wanted, and refitted it with fails to enable it to ftem the currents 
on its return. The commandant of Oyapok gave M. Martel, moreover, a coafl-pilot, 
to accompany him to the frontiers. I offered to go fo far as his confort on board my 
galliot^ but he would fuffer me to proceed no farther than Cape D’Orange. I took my 
leave of him with thofe feelings which the polite attention and noble behaviour of that 
officer and his generous nation were fo well calculated to infpire in me, as well as my 
wife, a conduct on the part of either, which 1 was led to expeft from what I had indi- 
vidually experienced on my former voyage. 

I fhould previoully have told you that, when I defcended the Amazons in 1 749, with 
no other recommendation to the notice of the Portuguefe than arofe from the remem- 
brance of the intimation afforded by you in 1743, that one of the companions of your 
travels would follow the fame way, I was received in all the Portuguefe fettlements, by 
the miffionaries and commandants of the forts, with the utmoft courtefy. On palling 
San Pablo I purchafed a canoe, in which I defcended the river to Fort Curupa, whence 
I wrote to the governor of Grand Para, Ivjl. Francis Mendoza Gorjao, to acquaint him 
of my arrival, and beg permiflion of failing from Curupa to Cayenne, whither I in- 
tended to repair direft. He favoured me with fo polite an anfwer, that I made no 
hefitation of quitting my intended cruife and taking a longer, in order to thank him 
and pay him my refpefts. He received me with open arms, and infilled on my making 
his houfe and table my own during a week that I Hopped with him ; nor would he 
fuffer me to depart before he fet off himfelf for St. Louis de Marinhaiv whither he was 
about to go on his circuit. After his departure, I remounted the river to Curupa with my 
canoe, efcorted by one of greater dimenfions, fent with me by the commandant of that 
fort on my voyage to Para, a city which, as you have juftly remarked. Hands on a large 
river, # confidered, but improperly, the right arm of the Amazons, as the river of Para 
merely communicates with the Amazons by a channel hollowed by the tides, and called 
Tagipuru. At Curupa I found waiting for me, by order of the governor of Para, a 
large pirogue of fourteen oars, commanded by a ferjeant of the garrifon, and deffined 
to carry me to Cayenne, whither I repaired by Macapa, coafling along the left of the 
Amazons to its mouth, without, like you, making the tour of the great ifiand of Joanes, 
or Marajo. After fimilar courtefies, unprovoked by exprefs recommendations, what 
had I not to expert, feeing His moH Faithful Majefiy had condefcended to iffue precife 
orders to expedite a veflel to the very frontiers of his dominions, for the purpofe of 
receiving my family on board, and tranfporting it to Cayenne ? «•> 

To refume my narrative.— -After taking leave of M. de Martel off Cape D’Orange 
.with thofe reciprocal falutes common with failors, I returned to Oyapok, and thence to 
Cayenne. 

Here 1 was engaged in a law-fuit. Trifian demanded of me the wages I had protoifed 
him of fixty livres ( ,per month. I offered to pay* him for eighteen months, the utmoft 
time the voyage could have required, had he lin&ly followed his inftrudions. The Sen- 
tence pronounce^ by the fuperior council of Cayenne condemned him to render me 
an account of from feven to eight thoufand franks, the value of effe&s I had committed 
to ids care, deducting one thoufand and eighty for the eighteen months’ Hilary I had 
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offered him ; but the wretch, after dealing treacheroufly with me as he had done ; after 
caufmg the death of eight perfons, including the American who was drowned, and all 
the misfortunes which befel my wife ; in fhort, after diflipadng the whole of the effe&s 
1 had entrufted with him, proved infolvent ; and, for my part, I judged it unneceflary 
to augment the Ioffes I had already fuftained by having to fupport him in prifon. 

I conceive. Sir, that I have now complied to the full with your requeft. The nar- 
rative I have given, by recalling the mournful fcenes I have depicted, has coft me in- 
finite anguifh. The law-fuit with Triftan, and the illnefs of my wife on reaching Cay- 
enne, a confequence but too natural of the fufferings fhe had undergone, did not admit 
of my venturing to expofe her earlier than the prefent year (1773), to fo long a voyage 
by fea. At prefent fhe is, with her father, in the mid ft of my family, by whom they 
have been tenderly received. M. de Grandmaifon had originally no intention of pro- 
ceeding «to France, but merely meant, by his voyage, to fee his daughter fafe on board 
the Portuguefe veffel ; but finding old age creep on apace, and penetrated with the moil 
lively grief at the intelligence of the fad death of his children, he abandoned all, and 
embarked with her, trufting the care of his property to his other fon-in-law, M. Savula, 
who refides at Riobamba. For my wife, however folicitous all about her to enliven 
her fpirits, fhe is conftantly fubjedt to melancholy, her horrible misfortunes being ever 
prefent to her imagination. How much did it coft me to obtain from her the relations 
requifite for the judges in the courfe of my lawfuit ! I can even readily conceive that, 
from delicacy, fhe has abftained from entering into many details, the remembrance of 
which fhe is anxious to lofe, and which, known, could but add to the pain I feel. Nay 
fhe was even anxious that 1 fhould not profecute Triftan, compaflionating even that 
wretch ; thus following the gentle impulfe of a heart infpired with the pureft benevo- 
lence, and the genuine principles of religion ! 
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AN ABRIDGED RELATION 

OF A 

VOYAGE TO PERU, 

Undertaken by Gentlemen of the Royal Academy of Sciences, to mcafure the Degrees of the 
Meridian near the Equator, whereby to infer the Figure of the Earth. — By M. Bouguer. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 


r TPHE Academy has been fo diligent in publilhing every thing it has done to determine 

A the magnitude and figure of the earth, that I am warranted to fuppofe the affem- 
bly perfectly inftruded with the Hate of the queftion The experiments already made 
to afcertain the weight of bodies which are found to diminifh therein in proportion as 
they draw towards the equator ; the various operations undertaken in France to meafure 
the extent of the degrees of both latitude and longitude ; every thing, indeed, concurs 
to fatisfy us, that the earth is not completely fpherical ; but thefe very experiments and 
operations are known to lead to oppofite conclufions as to its real deviation from this 
form. Geometry and phyfics feemed here fo much in contradi&ion with each other 
that none were fufficiently aware of the means of reconciling them ; it was a contro- 
verfy to which the learned themfelves gave rife, and not one of thefe difputes deemed 
purely fpeculative, and of no importance in practice : even the academy itfelf were 
undecided ; nor were its doubts entirely laid at reft until feme voyages had been accom- 
plilhed to the pole and the equator. The errors to which all our operations are liable, 
are nqt to be corrected by comparing, only, degrees of latitude within a finall extent • 
their inequality is not manifeft enough to be depended on : it is a very different thing to 
compare the degrees meafured in regions very remote, as is the pole and the equator 
from each other. The difference produced from the fum of the whdle of the fmal l 
differences of thefe meafured degrees, muff have, neceffarily, by reafon of its magni- 
tude, difengaged us from thofe errors not to be avoided by calculating the difference of 
one degree from another feparately ; and the confequences drawn from the mode of the 
firft calculation, had acquired a certainty the latter could not give. 

If towards the perfeamg navigation it had been conceived neceffary to afcertain the 
magnitude of the degrees of it, it was not of lefs confequence to be acquainted with its 
exaft figure. They were not able to diftinguilh whether the accidents, which* happen 
even now, too frequently at fea, ought or not to be imputed to the negligence of pilots 
not fcrupuloully enough attentive to the precepts of their art, or whether the evil were 
not to be traced to a higher fource,— to the imperfeanefs of the art itfelf, by the maxims 
of it being chiefly founded upon the fpherical figure of the earth; of which it ought 
necefliirily to be afjured, as well as of the circumftance, if fuggefted to it, of the im- 
perceptible irregularity of the figure. Setting afide every other advantage which may 

* ?" e of difcourfe was publicly read in the Affehibly of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 
14th November 1744. ' • ’ 
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have prefented itfelf in our way, we could not fail to propofe to ourfelves a variety of 
verifications on different fubjefts j to labour at a defcription, and to corre& the maps of 
the countries through whicn we had to pafs; to make obfervations on the loadftone, 
examine the weight of the air, its degrees of condenfation, elafticity, refraction, and 
many other things, as occafion fhould offer. Nor even, perhaps, would all thefe ne- 
ceffaries, duly confidered, and taken in the aggregate, be eftimated of lefs importance, 
than what we regarded as the principal object of our million. The project of the 
voyage of the academicians to the polar circle was fubfequent to ours ; it has been a 
much Ihorter one, and the public has already happily reaped the fruits of it ; at leaft 
to the extent poffible from the nature of the thing, until they lhall form to themfelves 
a common refult, the laft objeCt of every voyage undertaken. With regard to ourfelves, 
whofe deftination was to the fouth, and to encounter difficulties not to be imagined, we 
had to make our way to the equator ; and it was clear enough we had no bunnefs be- 
yond it, fince the degree of the meridian could undergo but little change on the other 
fide ; and if we had proceeded far enough, we fhould have found them equal • to thofe 
of France. It cannot be doubted that there is fome fort of conformity between the two 
hemifpheres of the north and fouth : if the degrees enlarge on one fide, they mull, of 
confequence, do the fame on the other, even when not exactly fubjedt to the fame law. 
It behoved us, then, to be ftationed at the equator, to determine, as this was neceffary, 
the inequality, whether in excefs, or lack, when at the * greateft. M. Le Comte de 
Maurepas, whofe love for the fciences urged him to every thing that might contribute 
to their advancement, loft fight of none of the advantages to be derived from our voy- 
age, that could reconcile himfelf to the undertaking ; he fmoothed all our difficulties ; 
indeed, we have felt at the extremities of the globe, that we had been travelling under 
his aufpices. We were three, M. Godin, M. de la Condamine, and myfelf, all acade- 
micians, not reckoning M. de Juffieu, regent doCtor of the faculty of medicine at Paris, 
brother of the two academicians of the fame name, who joined us after our departure. 
This gentleman’s employment was to attend, as he did with exemplary care, to the na- 
tural niftory of the countries through which we travelled ; and in this he was to be 
affifted by M. Senergues, furgeon, who, it was conceived, might alfo fometimes render 
much alliftance to us. We had need of the aid of many perfons, to draw, to examine 
the calculations, or to explore the country with us : for which purpofes, they appointed 
M. Verguin, engineer of the marines, and Meflrs. Couplet, Defodonnais, de Morainville, 
and Hugot, the laft a clock-maker, who was to have the charge and care of our in- 
ftruments. . , 

M. Godin had more pretenfions than one to be placed at the head of our company $ 
befide being my elder in years, he alfo had the merit of propofing the voyage. For my 
own part, I had no intention of having any thing to do with the enterprize, when every 
thing being prepared and the period for its departure approaching, 'everal of the ma- 
thematicians or aftronomers on whom much reliance were placed, found themfelves in 
a fuuation, from perhaps their private affairs attaching them to Paris, or other caufes, 
to be unable to give efficacy to their zeal, which determined me to conquer the repug- 
nance which the weak ftate of my health had always given me to fea-voyages. In the 
meantime, though our abfence, from many particular incidents to which I was not the 
leaft acceffory, became very long and tedious, I fhall not, I am fure, jjppent of having 
xafhly come to the refolution I did, if I ’have the gratification of knowing that my indi- 
vidual efforts have been of public utility. 

It muft be remembered, we were not limited to meafure the extent of a fingle degree 
of the meridian j the arch we afcertained contained more than three ; fo that our 
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labour in this Tingle place has been three times longer, and more painful, than that 
experienced in Lapland, which has received fuch well-earned applaufe. On the other 
fond, if we have had to overcome many difficulties, it is certain many of them werfe 
infeparable from fuch undertakings; when it was neceflary to crofs the ocean to a 
country fo diftant, as to render all communication with Europe exceedingly difficult, 
and when the fuccefs of the miffion depended on fuch a number of circumitances, and 
the concurrence of fo many perfons ; the moral difficulties are then multiplied, and 
unite themfelves with local and phyfical ones. The firft have been greater than can be 
defcribed, and the extent of the latter may be concaved when you are informed, that 
the vaft height of the mountains, which in Europe has commonly contributed to acce- 
lerate thefe operations, were to us the greateft hindrance ; either from the circumftance 
of being ftationed fo high as to be enveloped in clouds, or having our Signals carried away 
by the tempefls, and being frequently reduced to the neceffity of having regard to 
nothing but our own fafety. We have fometimes been obliged to purchafe, for a 
month and a half’s patience, a fingle quarter of an hour of fine weather ; and in one of 
thefe ilations we have been longer detained, than we ihould have been toiling through 
a whole meridian in Europe. We were working, too, in a country, to which even its 
inhabitants themfelves were ftrangers ; and obliged continually to penetrate into defarts, 
where no paths but thofe made by wild beafts were to be difcovered. 

We could not, without a paffport, enter the territories under the domination of Spain, 
which are ordinarily interdi&ed to every defcription of ftrangers to all places beyond the 
feas. We were even in want of a fpecial permiffion. His Catholic Majefty did not 
fimply permit our qperations to be made in whatever place we might choofe in Peru, 
but declared himfelf the proteftor of them, by making known his pleafure in this 
regard to his viceroys and to his audience at Quito ; and, at the fame time, nominated 
two marine*officers lieutenants of fliips, Don George Juan, commandant, D’Aliaga, of 
the order of St. John of Jerufalem, and Don Antonio de UUoa, to affift in our work. 
We found them at Carthagena, in America, where they were arrived fome months be- 
fore us, dire&ly from Cadiz. It was a flattering circumftance for the two united 
nations, to be able to turn their thoughts towards the attempt of examining the figure 
of the earth, while the fortunate fuccefs of their arms aftonifhed Europe, and turned 
its attention to very different objefts. In the meantime, if we had the good fortune to 
fucceed, the advantages to be derived from our voyage would be copimon to every 
nation, all would equally be benefited thereby. It is fit Kings Ihould not limit the 
benefits arifing from their glorious undertakings to one reign or one age ; by generoufly 
extending them to the whole human race, they fhow themfelves kings or as fathers of 
every people : this trait of goodnefs and wifdom is confpicuous in every thing com- 
manded by the cherilhed fovereign to whom we are fubjefts. 

I fhall divide this difcourfe under different heads, in order the better to defcribe a 
country we have had too many occafions to become well acquainted with. Our 
French travellers have penetrated but a little way into it, and the idea tffey have 
formed to themfelves of the country, have ordinarily been founded upon the relation 
of perfons who have never been induced to a ftrid examination of what they beheld. 
Hence it occurred to me, a fomewhat circumftantial detail would afford pleafure, until 
I can ^ive a complete relation of the whole journey. Befide this detail may throw 
fome light upon me operations of the meafuring of the globe, of which I have riven 
in ah account. 
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PART I. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PART OF PERU COMPREHENDED BETWEEN THE SEA AND THE 
( ‘ GREAT CHAIN OF MOUNTAINS KNOWN UNDER THE NAME OP CORDELIER. 

TfTE embarked in a King’s Ihip in the road of Rochelle the 1 6 th of May 1735, and 
made our way very fuccefsfully to Saint Domingo, after having firft put into 
Martinique, where we remained a few days. We made a variety of obfervations in 
both thele iflands, fome of which are noticed in the memoirs of the Academy. We 
meafured the height of the different mountains we had occafion to afcend, to fatisfy our 
minds in certain refearches we propofed to ourfelves ; we tried our ability, without being 
fenfible of it, to fcale other mountains incomparably higher; thofe which form the 
famous chain known under the name of Cordelier, and of which but little is known 
than the name in Europe. We made a confiderable ftay at Saint Domingo, and left 
it the 30th of October for Carthagena ; from whence we made our way to Porto Bello, 
and having crofted the ifthmus, we embarked at Panama on the South Sea, and on the 
9th of March 1736, we faiuted, for the firft time, the coaft of Peru, and anchored in 
the road of Manta, where we propofed to ourfelves to harbour. It is already known 
M. Condamine and myfelf feparated here from the reft of our companions, by reafon 
that we believed we might make fome ufe of our time in this part of the coaft, on 
which the heavy rains had already ceafed to faft, and we were allured it would be fome 
time yet ere they abated to the fouthward, and that the way to Quito would be impaf- 
fable until the month of June. 

We faw M. Qodin, with the reft of the company, fet fail for Guayaquil, and had no 
caufe to regret the refolution we had taken to remain behind *, our ftay purchafed us a 
perfect acquaintance with this coaft, which being«the part jutting molt to the weft of 
South America, required to be afeertained with particular exactnefs. We examined the 
length of the pendulum under the equator, and I was myfelf much privately taken up 
with aftronomical refra&ions. 

The day after M. Godin’s departure, we went to the village of Monte Chrifti, fitu- 
ated at the foot of the mountain of that name, famed in thefe feas, and known to all 
navigators coming from a diftapt .country ; it is the refidence of the antient inhabitants 
of Manta, who, to Ihelter themfelves from the infults of pirates, have removed from 
the coaft where they formerly refided. We were lodged in the King’s houfe *, 
winch Ihould be confidered as a Town-houfe f, though, like the reft of the cabins, only 
conftru&ed of bamboos ; it was raifed upon piles about feven or eight feet in height j 
we afcctided it by a ftair formed of two bamboos of large fize, in which they had con- 
trived notches to receive one’s feet. On Thurfday the 15th, in the morning, the 
Indians came to vifit us, preceded by their Alcades or magiftrates, carrying in their 
hands their wands, as diftinftive marks of their authority ; they prefented to us fome 
fruits, and announced to us that they had orders, by letters from Don Jofeph de Olabes 
y Gamoroa, commandant of Puerto Viejo, to fhew us the fame attention as to himfelf. 
We chofe a more commodious ftatibn as an obfervatory, at about a third of a league 
from t.he village^ we there eftablilhed ourfelves under a roof, raifed by our good 
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friends the Indians with much facility, confidering the extreme fimplicity of the archi- 
tenure common to this country. M. Condamine and myfelf made an unfuccefsful 
attempt to put in practice the method I fuggefted in. the memoirs of the Academy for 
1 735 , to afcertain the precife moment of the equinox. The fun was vifible in' the 
evening, but not in the morning ; this circumftance, joined to other accidents, deprived 
us of the correfpondent obfervations we were in want of. We were prevented . by a 
cloudy iky from obferving foine eclipfes of the fatgllites of Jupiter ; but it permitted us 
to notice the end of the eclipfe of the moon, of the 26th of March 1736, in the even- 
ing ; which, from the circumftance of its fixing the fituation of all this coaft, the moil 
wefterly of South America, is become an extremely important obfervation *. We 
learn from it that Monte C.hrifti, whofe latitude is i° 3' S. is fourteen leagues to the 
weft of the meridian of Panama or Porto Bello, and the cape St. Lorenzo, which is 
near four leagues more to the weft, is about fifty-four minutes of a degree to the weft 
of the fame meridian. 

I was, with refpeft to myfelf, more fortunate in the obfervations I made at the 
mouth of the river De Jama, north of the Cape Paffado, at o° 9' fouth of the equator. 
We did not go to this place until we had firft made our vifit to Don Jofeph de Olabes at 
Puerto Viejo, by whom we were very well received. Puerto Viejo is one of the oldeft Spa- 
nifh fettlements in Peru. It yet has the title of city, which it merits as little as that of port,, 
being a very inland town, and the river that paffes it very inconfiderable. We found 
notwithftanding a great number of Spaniards here, but for the moft part very poor j 
they have wax and cotton, and cultivate both the cocoa and tobacco, for exportation, 
but the badnefs of their roads and a defective navigation depreffes their commerce ; 
it is even a fort of hazard that throw's an opportunity in their way for the fale of their 
commodities. 

We noticed in this, as in feveral other places we palled, fome very pretty houfes, 
under roofs thatched with ftraw or the leaves of the palm-tree, containing a great num- 
ber of chambers, and which to their other embelliflxments, if we may ufe the term, were 
added galleries and balconies. The bamboo ferves for beams, as well as joifts and 
boards. .Thefe bamboos of which they make fuch a variety of ufes, areas thick as a 
man’s leg ; when they form boards of them, they fplit them down the whole length 
on one fide, then open them by breaking the diaphragm within, and fpread them flat ; 
thus prepared, thefe boards are as long as ours, and fometimes fifteen inches in 
breadth $ and of thefe they make their floors, their partitions, and window-frames j all 
the parts of the building are united by the roots of trees, or cords made of the bark 
or rind, fo that not a particle of iron enters into the compofition or conftruftion of the 
edifice j and nothing can be more accommodating to the natural indifpofition of the 
people of this country to labour ; who, were they inclined to give themfelves a little' 

* The moon, although entirely fhadowed, was always vifible, her emerfion only was ohfemble. 

n. m. s. 

7 26 40 — Firft moment of emerfion. 

7 34 31— Ariftarcus appeared. 

7 47 oo— Plato, ditto. 

7 52 1 7 — Tycho began to emerge. 

7 53 23 — Tycho totally ernprged. 

7 57 47 — Manilius emerged. , . • 

8 06 24 — Mare Serenitatis, out of fliadow entirety. * 

8 13 23— Mare Oris, out of Ihadow entirely, 

8 19 17 — Petavius emerged. 

8 ao 18— Langrenus, ditto. 

8 23 27 —Eclipfe ends. 
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more trouble, might find more folid and durable materials in their forefts. It is true, 
it would coft them more to ereCt their habitations % a better and more careful manner ; 
befides, generally they are in want of nothing elfe than a fhelter from the extreme heat 
of the fun, or the frequent heavy rains. Walk or move as gently as you can in thefe 
houfes, the whole edifice fhakes. Accidents by fire, too, are much to be apprehended, 
but as their furniture partakes of the fimplicity of the building, the damage can never 
be very confiderable. 

From Puerto Viejo we went to Cifcrapoto, another Spanifh fettlement, where there 
are yet fome Spaniards to be met with. From this place we proceeded to Canow, and 
afterwards to the north of the Cape Paffado. On our way to Canow we paffed by the 
bay of Caracas, a port, thejuttings of which are formed by nature. This bay, fup- 
pofed to have fome refemblance to that of the fame name in the North Sea, has a very 
narrow entrance, but is neverthelefs very fpacious ; and there is much wood in the 
neighbourhood of it, proper for the conftruCtion of fhips; and the Spaniards, who 
founded a city near the entrance of it, the ruins of which are yet evident, continue 
here from time to time, eftablifhing timber-yards. 

In all the places not abfolutely defert, we found and had a refource in bananas, and 
fome other fruits, milk, eggs, and poultry. In other places we fubfifted upon rice, 
and what provifions we carried with us ; the bananas, and maize-cakes, which had no 
other fault than being exceedingly dry, ferved us inftead of bread. 

The Indians provided us with horfes, of which we had much need ; and they taught 
us to profit of the flux and reflux of the tide, by directing our way upon the flat fhores, 
where no roads were found made over the heights of the coaft. Horfes multiply very 
much in this country, and there has been a great number of them fince the Spaniards 
have tranfported them from EuYope ; their goodnefs does not arife from the care taken 
of them, as is the cafe in our iflands ; they fufFer them always to run out even during 
the night, and never fhoe them ; they are fometimes fo lean and ftarved as to excite 
the compaffion of a cavalier, but notwithftanding this, they are excellent and truly fer- 
viceable. We availed ourfelves of another fort of conveyance, when we had occafion 
to keep to the coaft. We found fome pirogues, a fpecies of canoe or boat, formed 
of a Angle trunk of a tree, in which they will venture very far from lhore, and even 
dare to double the cape, when the fea is not greatly agitated. 

All our prqpofitions in our different coaftings were defigned to make us as much 
acquainted as pofiibie with the country : but while we had in view the perfecting of 
geography, we did not negleCt other obfervations that prefented themfelves ; to mul- 
tiply which it was that, being iu the fouthem hemifphere, we conceived the defign of 
coaftmg now and then our way northward. I fought principally for a commodious 
Situation to obferve the aftronomical refractions near the horizon, and I at length found 
one at the mouth of the river Jama, where I fixed myfelf for *.e3 r- fifteen days. The 
obfervations I made there, joined to thofe already accomplifhed at St. Domingo, fur- 
niflied Ihe with a term of comparifon which turned out exceedingly ufeful to me when 
I got to Quito ; I noticed there the refractions to be lefs, and that, contrary to all re- 
ceived opinion till that time, they diminilhed in proportion as we were above the level 
of the fea. 

While I was thus occupied below, I beheld, the 1 3th of April 1 71 6, a very uncom- 
mon fight, and of which there have been but few examples : I /aw two funs very 
diftinCt, fucceflively fet } they were in contact, and one exaCtly over the other. I 
do not think I ought to attribute this phenomenon to the reflection of the fur face of the 
fea, which had fent back the fecond image : for in this cafe the two images would have 
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had a contrary motion, inftead of defcending with an ecjual one. The lower fun, whofe 
light was not quite fo brilliant, but Whofe edge was not lefs determined than the upper 
one, was when I obferved it already divided by the horizon, and did not even form A 
complete half-circle. Iffet, and was immediately followed by the other, which did not 
appear to me fubjeft to any other refraction than what I had already obfefved, and for 
fome days following continued to obferve. , 

Moft part of the places we have mentioned are famous in the antient hiftory of Peru! 
Manta, at the time of the Incas, was the metropoHl of all this country, then funk in the 
groffeft idolatry : the divinity they adored was competent to do them neither good nor 
harm ; it was an emerald of the fize of an oft rich egg, to which they had confecrated a 
temple, and attached a college of priefts to have charge of its worfhip. Every eme- 
rald of an ordinary bignefs partook of a ftnall portion of its divinity, were reputed her 
daughters, and were often brought from a great diftance to be depofited in the 
fame place, that they might have the fame homage rendered to them as the god- 
defs their mother : this laft was loft on the arrival of the Spaniards ; probably the 
Indians carried it away and concealed it. It is in vain they have fought for the mines 
from whence thefe ftones are takten ; nor have they been more fuccefsful in the 
perquifitions made in another neighbouring country, further north upon the fame 
coaft, the name of which augurs a better profpeft. They pretend to be acquainted 
in this province, which is that of the Emerald, with the Little Mountain, in which 
are the richeft of thefe mines; it is not farther than five leagues from the fea, and 
is upon the fouth bank of the river of the fame name as the province. But, be- 
fides the impenetrable nature of the country, almoft throughout caufed by the thick 
woods, the Indians are wife enough not to be very aiding in thefe fort of refearches : 
they are fenfible, no doubt, Ihould they fucceed, they would be opening a career 
of labour painful to excefs, which themfelves alone would bear the weight, and with 
but little portion of the profits. 

It is very probable this coaft, notwithftanding the relation of the fifft travellers who 
have gone over it to the contrary, have never been much peopled. The villages are 
at ten or twelve leagues diftance from each other, and in many places twice that ; 
and there are none of them fituated at a fhort diftance from the fea. We may 
hazard an opinion that this has always been the fame : immenfe forefts are not 
fituations calculated for the fubfiftence of a numerous population. It is a contradic- 
tion, of which fome writers, otherwife very able, have not been fenfible ; who have 
believed that the Gauls in the time of the Romans were more numerous than the 
French are now, although all the country, almoft, was then covered with wood. 
We are aware, befides, that we cannot, in the remote countries of which we are 
now fpeaking, confider forefts as a new production : commerce alone, by the abun* 
dance it draws fometimes from without, may furniih the means of fubfiftence to a 
large population : but we are not left ignorant that there has ever been but little 
communication between the coaft and the reft of the continent ; befides, as we lhall 
not hefitate long to prove, the infpeCtion of thefe places confirms this to be very 
probable. 

We mull not feek in thefe forefts for our oaks or elms, and other trees com- 
monly found in our woods. There are, hojvcver, to be noticed fome which the 
Spaniards, from fome vague relation, have taken for the French, or holm-oak. We 
fee there alfo oranges, citrons, and olives: thefe trees have been carried there by the 
Spaniards, for which reafon.they cannot, any more than figs and pomegranates, be ex- 
pected to be feen in America, but in cultivated fpots. We may even obferve-of the 
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olive, that this climate is rather too warm for it, and that it would turn to better 
account beyond the other tropic, in the didri&^s of Chili, the mod neighbouring 
Upon, the torrid zone. We noticed a great number of fhrubs and plants we have 
not. m Europe, and others which grow better in the former than in the latter coun- 
try, as is evidenced by their growth. Acacias, brooms, ferns of numerous fpecies j 
the prickly Cuiges, the Opuntia, the different fpecies of aloes, not to mention the 
Mangliers, which even grow in the fea, and multiply to a, prodigious degree by means 
of their branches, which lb intertwine*as in their turn to become trunks and roots, la 
all thefe forefts nothing is to be found but heavy wood, excepting only a few plants, 
converted by the goodnefs of the foil into trees. Moll of the fpecies, for inftance, 
of the Ferule grows to a great height in Europe, principally in Pouiile : but it attains 
to a larger fize in the hot regions of Peru, and it yields a white wood, which, though 
in weight four or five times lighter than the lighted fir, is capable notwithdanding 
of as great power. Nothing can be found more proper to make rafts, of which the 
ufe is fomedmes fo neceffary, travelling over thefe deferts*. * 

It is only neceffary to penetrate into the thicked places of the forefls to find cedars, 
of which there are two or three fpecies ; cotton trees ; and the various forts of ebony, 
or hard wood ; Guyaco, and many other kinds of wood, edeemed for their fragrance 
or colour, and for ttie fine polilh they will receive. The trees known under the name 
of Maria are didinguifhable by the whitenefs of their bark, and their great height 
and draightnefs ; thefe are the only trees in Peru they can convert into toads for Ihips $ 
they are very flexible, nor are they fo exceflively heavy as almod all the others are, 
I mud not omit noticing the palm-trees, of which 1 have myfelf reckoned more 
than ten or twelve fpecies, yet there are many more. Confidered in every manner, 
this is a very Angular tree : its branches, or rather leaves, being at the very top of 
its trunk, gives it, notwithstanding its height, the form rather of a plant than a tree. 
It is obferved in the hot countries of the torrid zone, trees fpread their roots near the 
furface of the foH : but the roots of many of the palms are altogether out of the ground, 
and the bafe of the trunk is obferved to lift itfelf up as the tree advances in age ; 
it will fomedmes rife to fix or feven feet, and the roots which divide form beneath a 
kind of trench or pyramid, in the hollow of which it is pofiibie to (helter onefelf. 

Near the fea thefe foreds fcarcely ever exceed the growth of a coppice ; in pro- 
portion as yoji advance into land, the trees vifibly increafe in fize, and gradually in 
height, and at feven or eight leagues from the coad, and not at a Ihorter didance, they 
attain to their utmofl elevation. This maximum bears itfelf up ; it comprifes a very 
confiderable trad, but at the £v.ie time of unequal breadth, varying according to flota- 
tions ; for if we continue to advance, we find the trees lofe much in their height, either 
, becaufe the quality of the land is no more the fame, or becaufe of the elevation of the 
foil as *it approaches the Cordelier, and its not having the fa 're. depth of good earthy 
tfie fpaces between the trees are filled with a prodigious quam ty of plants and pa- 
rafite Ihrubs ; fome of thefe entwine the trunks and branches ; others fall vertically in 
a draight line, refembling cords attached to their heights ; the remaining voids are taken 
up by bamboos of allgrowths, fome of them twenty or thirty feet high, and the mod 
part of the larger ones thorny. When I fay that all the trees are encumbered with 
plants and fhrubs, I mean to fay, generally ; we mud, I believe, except the Acomas, 
which are confiderably larger here.thanfin our iflands, and which, like even fome 
other trees, have appeared to me exempt from mofs. They owe, apparently, this dif- 

• Tho Spaniards name this wood. Wood of Balfa. 
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tin&ion to the lafteous moifture of their bark, which is prejudicial to many parafite 
plants. 

We acknowledge, on entering thefe woods, the truth of the obfervation already 
made by other travellers, that if the birds of America exceed ours in beauty of plum- 
age, ours have the advantage, infinitely, in variety and fweetnefs of note. Inftead of 
fong, nothing is heard almoft throughout tha foreft, but a difcordant ftunning noife. 
The clamour of the paroquets, which are feen here in great tribes, is particularly dif- 
turbing. Thefe birds do not frequent the fea-fide ; to find them, we muft penetrate for 
fome leagues into the country : I have frequently eat of the fmall green ones, and found 
them very good, though their flelh may be confidered rather hard. The apes, alfo, 
choofe to take themfelves far from the coaft, and generally follow the courfe of the 
rivers and brooks. Here, alfo, you fee the Toucan, called by the natives the Preacher, 
although he never opens his mouth. He bears no refemblance to any other bird, from 
the monftrous fize of his beak, which is almoft as large as his whole body. Pigeons 
are very common, «nd very good, fo are alfo ducks, principally thofe which the Spa- 
niards name Palos Reales, and which are decorated with a creft. The Galinaffo is 
found in many places here ; it is a Angular fpecies of the Coori, to the flefh of which 
they attribute different properties ; but it is rarely made ufe of, by reafon of its {link- 
ing fmell. It differs from ours by its fize, in which it is larger, and the head of it, 
inftead of being covered with feathers, has Amply a black {kin upon it, of an helmet 
form. y 

The number of mifehievous terreftrial animals is, very great here, particularly remote 
from the fea and the thick recedes of the forefts, and where the trees are at their 
loftieft growth. The lion we fee there, is not one ; he has much more relation with the 
wolf ; and does not attack man. But the tigers are as large there, and favage, as thofe 
of Africa : of which, there has been at different times moft terrible proofs. When, in 
1740, I returned from Quito towards the fea, taking a northerly direction to meafure 
the abfolute height of the mountains which had ferved for our meridian, I paffed by 
Nigonas, which is, as it were, the centre of the Province of Emeralds, and faw there 
many perfons who had been lamed by thefe terrible animals : ten or twelve Indians had 
been torn to pieces by them two or three years before. I proceeded farther, and fixed 
myfelf in a little illand formed by the meeting of the two rivers of the Emeralds and 
Inca. In this illand we imagined ourfelves perfectly fecure from any attack ; but, lo ! 
the firft night the tigers fwam over to difpute our provifions with us, and carried off a 
part of them ; and we were under the neceffity every night of making a large fire as a 
protection. It is a bleffing thefe animals, like all thofe offenfive by the ferocity of their 
nature, are not teeming. Tigers are but few in Peru ; but it requires but one or two 
of them to defolate a whole country. 

The Indians, who never crofs the deferts without being armed with a lance and 
hanger, affemble themfelves at certain times to hunt thefe animals, and never fail, when 
accidents have happened to imprels them with the neceffity of doing fo. Much* alfo is 
to be apprehended from ferpents, which are here very common, and of many dangerous 
fpecies ; among them the rattle-fnake, which will not, like the moft part of others, 
turn afide from man. Lizards are found here as large as your arm, but harmlefs. 
We Will now notice thofe divers fpecies of animals, of which fome are confidered am- 
phibious. The Ighana has a thorny croft o^his head and along his back : his form, he 
is fo meagre and Ihrivelled, is truly hideous. I fufpeft he has the means, when he 
fwims, of blowing himfelf up into a large volume, which gives him lightnefs, and in- 
duces a belief that he walks upon the water as upon land. They eat of this animal, 
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and find his flelh excellent ; as alfo of a fpecies of wild boar, which has a head not fo 
long as ours, and fomething like a navel upon his back. I believe this laft is peculiar 
to the woods of America; but the Taton or Armadillo is common to both continents : it 
is remarkable for the diftinft fcales or armour with which its body, head, tail, and legs, 
are feparately covered. 

The moll part of the infe&s to be found with us are alfo there, but ordinarily of 
larger fize, and fometimes fo big, that Europeans confider them monftrous. Earth 
worms, for inltance, though entirely refembling what are common to us, are as long 
as one’s arm, and an inch in circumference. Some of their fpiders are covered with 
hair, and as large as a pigeon’s egg. We fee there different fpecies of the pifmire often 
considerably larger than ours, and fome of them venomous. Scorpions are alfo very 
common, but their fling is not of much confequence ; the diftrefs of it generally ends 
with a flight fever : it has, however, happened to an acquaintance of mine, befide feel- 
ing this inconvenience, to have been afflifted with a fvvelling of the tongue, fo as to 
render fpeaking painful. I have frequently fcen a little dog flung, and it only occa- 
fioned him at firft to Hart. The flings were made chiefly in the tender part of the 
belly not covered with hair : the little dog did not appear at all indifpofed. But there 
is nothing in thefe forefts that diflreffes you fo much as the mofquitos and maringouins ; 
by reafon they caufe an uneafinefs, or rather a plague, which is never ceafing, and it 
is very difficult to guard onefelf againft it. The firft are a fpecies of flies fcarcely per- 
ceptible, and afiedl you like red-hot iron ; the fecond are of two different fpecies, the 
fmalleft differing little from our gnats. We are acquainted in Europe with the nature of 
the fling of the latter ,*but the poifon of the maringouins is, neverthelefs, more aftive : it 
caufes great blilters, chiefly upon thofe lately from Europe, whofe blood is apparently more 
fluid. It cannot be defcribed with what obftinacy they feern to attack thefe ftrangers. 
The air is frequently darkened by their multitude, and we are obliged to be in mediant 
motion to defend gurfelves from them ; they conquer by making their way through every 
little hole they find in our clothes, and it is impoffible to reft at night for them, unlefs 
under a tent made purpofely to guard us againft them. This tent has curtains of calico, 
and is formed like a tomb ; they fallen it, when they deep in the woods, by its two ex- 
tremities or four angles to fome trees ; and it is a piece of furniture fo abfolutely necef- 
lary, that the pooreft Indian is always provided with, and never journeys without it- 
As the maringouins ftrive to avoid both wind and fun, the open places they will never 
voluntarily infeft ; and many places are found entirely free of them. The inconveni- 
ence is not fo great in hamlets ard all cleared fpots. 

It will not be confidered extraordinary that the country I have defcribed Ihould be 
very hot, fince it is upon a level with the fea, and placed in the midll of the torrid, 
zone. At the fame, the thermometer of M. de Reaumur did not rife in the afternoon 
but to a6°, 27 or 28° ; in the morning, a little before fun-rife, it was commonly at 
19 0 , 20 0 , or 21 0 . It is not to be doubted but it is the continuity of the heat which 
makes it feem fo great in the torrid zone, for we have very frequently known the ther- 
mometer in France to rife confiderably higher. The llrength is exhaulled by tranfpira- 
s tion and violent fweats. The heat abates but very little during the night, and we even 
rife fatigued in the morning. To the degree the faculties of the foul find themfelves 
incumbered, the laffitude of the body communicates itfelf to the mind ; and we then 
find ourfelves in a Hate of indolende, which not only prevents us from acting, but 
unfits us for any thing that requires application and attention. It is very poflible all 
travellers, in palling through the torrid zone, are not equally fenfible to this effeft of 
the great heat. There is reafon to believe alfo, that, in the end, we recover in a great 
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meafure our ufual ftate ; provided the re-eftablifliment is fufficiently Ipeedy, and no 
other caufes throw any hindrance in the way. 

But what will, no doubt, create furprife, is, that in thefe countries, where the heat 
is always fo great, the humidity is always exceffive ; and fo it is in all the places fitu- 
ated between the two tropics, whore there is much wood. Even upon the higheft emi- 
nences, from whence it is natural to imagine the waters Ihould run off, you fink mid- 
leg into the mud. I have already intimated, that the houfes were raifed upon piles ; 
but this does not prevent the mifchicf occafioned by the inceflant dampnefs excited by 
the heat. At certain feafons, every poffible care is required to preferve paper, and 
to prevent our faddle and portmanteau from rotting. To attempt to fire a gun after 
being loaded for three or four hours, is an ufelefs effort ; and there is no means of 
preferving powder, but drying it, from time to time, at fome diftance from a fire. 

This country, the length of which I Avail give by and by, is from forty to forty-five 
leagues in breadth from eaft to weft, being comprehended between the coaft and the 
Cordelier, whofe direction is nearly north and i'outh. Sometimes the coaft abruptly 
changes its direction ; - and the chain of mountains, as if affected thereby, feems, al- 
though at fo great a diftance, to confine irfelf to the alteration ; but it commonly takes 
its courfe in a direct line ; infomuch, that it is found at the leaft diftance from the fea, 
when any gulph, like that of Guayaquil, for in(tance, penetrates far into land. Going 
beyond this gulph, fouthward towards Lima, the face of the country is altered ; the 
foil is covered with fand feemingly depofited by the fea ; or it poffibly may be attributed 
to a contrary origin, this fand may have fallen from the Cordelier : the country is open j 
and there is no wood, as on this fide the gulph. 

But what more particularly diftinguifiies this part of Peru, lying beyond the Guaya- 
quil, is, that, notwithftanding the iky is often cloudy, there never falls any rain : a 
Angularity this which gives rife to a problem in phyfics the more difficult to be refolved, 
as it depends upon the moft perfedl acquaintance with the nature of clouds. It is not 
furprifing that Auguftin de Zarate, who was, I believe, the firft who ftarted this diffi- 
culty, has not better explained it ; yet I am not acquainted with any perfon, though the 
fubjedl has occupied the attention of many naturalifts, who has done better. 

We have now to fpeak of a phenomenon, the regular and certain eftefts of which is 
not confined to a fmall extent of territory. The country fubject to the rains reach as far 
as Panama, and is in length more than three hundred leagues ; and they are at the fame 
time fo heavy and inceflant, particularly in Choco, the moft central province of ehis trad, 
that the people the moft avaricious of gain have the greateit repugnance to refide there, 
although this is, of every other country in the world, that in which nature has dif- 
played the utmoft profufion, by making the bowels of the earth a depofitory of gold 
dull. A fortune cannot fail to be made there in a little time ; but there is nothing more 
certain than falling vidims to the pernicious qualities of the climate, the humidity of 
which inceffanrly applied, checks tranfpiration, and fufpends the fweat continually pro- 
moted by an oppreffive heat. The other country in which rain never falls, and which 
is to the foujth of the Gulph of Guayaquil, extends beyond Arica towards the deferts 
of Atacama, or towards the confines of the torrid zone and the fouth temperate zone, a 
fpace of more than four hundred leagues in length by between twenty and thirty in 
breadth. There thunder is never heard, nor ale we ever expofed to any ftorm. The 
foil there is always dry, or with more propriety we may obferve, that nothing is feen 
but arid fands. No verdure meets the eye, excepting on the banks of the rivers, which, 
falling from the mountains, traverfe thefe countries with unufual rapidity. So allured 
are they of having no rain, and fo little apprehenfive of it, that the houfes in Arica, as 
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well as Lima, are never roofed ; they content themfelves with mats by way of a cover- 
ing, over which they throw a fprinkling of foil or alhes, to abforb the dew and damps 
of the night. 

That the extreme differences in the conftitution of the atmofphere, and the quality 
of the foil of thefe countries, have a connexion with each other, cannot be doubted. 
The nature of the foil has an influence upon the lower region of the air. Forefts, in 
all hot countries, notwithftanding the iky may be ferene, and the air pure without, are 
almofl always involved in a thick atmofphere. The fad is certain, becaufe it is vilible ; 
befides, it is not difficult to explain the reafon of it. Trees, like the earth, which is 
covered with corrupted vegetable and animal matter, and always expofed to exceflive 
heat, is fubjed to a perpetual wafting. The evaporation takes the appearance of a fog 
which rifes to no height, feldom above that of the trees, if we notice only the denfe 
part of it ; but the imperceptible parts afcend to a great height, fuflicient, fuch is the 
attradive virtue of the wood, to conftitute a fpecies of communication between the 
foreft and the clouds. The exhaled particles unite themfelves with the vapours which 
form the clouds, which becoming, as it were, very fuddenly heavy, lofe their equili- 
brium on the bed of the air in which they are fufpcnded. While it is raining, they are 
in the midft of a fog ; that is to fay, the rain falls not ufually as it does here, breaking 
from a cloud apparently high over our heads : more frequently in the forefts of the 
torrid zone, all the upper and lower regions of the atmofphere are equally thick, or 
furchargcd. 

Whatever tends to the progrefs of phyfics, is certainly not foreign to the relation of 
a voyage which has been undertaken to improve that fcience. 1, therefore, fhall not 
be afraid of joining to the recital of fads, certain refledions arifing therefrom, from 
which lbme benefit may be derived. There is every reafon to induce a belief, that the 
fmall particles of which the fogs and clouds are formed, are not finall folid fpheres ; 
but that they ar<i rather, limply, bubbles of air. Were this not fo, it would be im- 
poffible that the clouds ffrould rife, and that they fhould afcend to a greater height in 
furnmer than winter, when the air, lefs condenfed, is lefs capable of fupporting them. 
Attention to every other circumftance, and even to the manner the evaporation of liquors 
is accomplilhcd, will confirm this truth. In fad, whatever internal agitation may be 
imagined in any liquor that evaporates, the fmall particles which are thrown out, quickly 
lofe all their motion by the refiftance of the air, if they were but fimply thrown out, 
and are tiot poflefled of a lightnels difpoling them to float and rife. 

Thcl'e fmall bubbles fufpendoi in the air may be difiolved in various ways to rain. 
The wind, by driving them one againft the other, may jumble and break them. The 
heat may become fo violent, that the bubbles, by too great an inflation occafioned 
by it, may burft. A very contrary caufe will produce a very finiilar efl'ed, when the 
air contained in thefe fmall hollow fpheres lhall experience a »o great condenfation, 
which will caufe fuch a diminution in the bulk of thefe finall bubbles, that they cannot 
buoy themfelves. When the wind coming from the fea, bringing a cloud along with 
it, conduds it over a coaft covered with wood, it can aft'ed but little alteration in the 
heat. A wood refleds the rays of the fun but in a very trifling degree ; and it is cer- 
tain that the heat, at a certain height above it, cannot be more intense than over the 
fea. But the continual evaporation, w’e have obferved, of the woods, further the de- 
Icent of the clouds and their diflblution ; whereas, in the environs of Lima, and to the 
fouth of Guayaquil, nothing like this happens. 

The winds, which prevail molt in thefe parts, ordinarily blow from the fea and fouth- 
weft : but when a cloud driven by this wind reaches the land, it becomes expofed to a 
voi.. xiv. o o new 
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new heat, that is to fay, to one different from what it received from the fea ; and which 
arifes from the refle&ion, and the neighbourhood of foil, compofed of nothing but fund. 
Thus the cloud is likely to be lefs difpofed to fall by its own weight, as the’volumes of 
each of its bubbles muft neceffarily augment. It is true, if the dilatation were already 
too great, from the facility the fmall portion of the confined air had to receive the heat, 
the neighbourhood of an overheated coaft would only tend to accelerate the burfting of 
the bubbles, and rain would be the more certain. So there is oftentimes a fufficiency of 
rain where the irrigation of the foil is pra&ifed ; but it is more common to obferve the 
clouds pafs over to a diftance of twenty-five or thirty leagues beyond, where they are 
met by the Cordelier, which, as a high wall, intercepts every thing not high enough 
elevated to fly over it. 

April 23, 1736. — It is now a month and a half ago fince we firft vifited thefe deferts, 
and it became neceffary that we fhould think of making our way to Quito, the roads 
to which we had now reafon to expert, from the ceffation of the rains, were now be- 
ginning to be practicable. Being at this time at the mouth of the river Jama, which is 
nearly upon the fame parallel with Quito, M. Condamine and myfelf agreed to feparate 
and take different routes. M. Condamine followed the coaft towards the north in fearch 
of the river of Emeralds, continuing to lay down a map of the country he croffed in 
re-afeending it. With refpeft to myfelf, retracing back my fteps, I took a fouthern 
direction for Guayaquil, and penetrated the forelts, the furface of. which was fo over- 
flowed, that I was frequently, when mounted on horfeback, up to the knees in water : 
it was, in truth, no other than a continual morafs or Hough. The violent efforts by 
the mules to extricate themfelves, expofed one every inftant to the hazard of being 
dafhed againft a tree. 

Having reached Guayaquil, I quitted it the fame day, of courfe could not myfelf 
acquire much knowledge of it. The town is large, and one of the molt llourifhing of 
all the country. Its advantageous fituation renders it the ftaple of the commerce of 
both Panama and Lima ; and though it is at a confiderable diftance from Quito, it is, 
properly fpeaking, the port of this latter place. It is big enough, and divided into two 
towns, called the old and new. The houfes, which are all built of wood, are fepa- 
rated but by fimple partitions. Its fituation is five leagues from the fea, upon the weft- 
ern bank of a wide and deep river, immediately below its confluence with the Daule, 
which is alfo a very fine river. Almoft all the rivers falling from the Cordelier into the 
Pacific Ocean, are no other than impetuous currents, notwithftanding the great quan- 
tity of water that comes down. But thefe rivers come down from too great an height, 
and fo rapid are their courfes to the fea, that they have not time to enlarge themfelves. 
Some are confined within very narrow beds, particularly the moft part of thofe which 
crofs the countries on this fide the Gulph of Guayaquil ; others, running over a fandy 
foil, are much wider ; they frequently form great meets of water, preserving, at the 
fame time, the rapidity impreffed by their fall. But the river Guayaquil, in falling into 
the gulph of that name, has a more gentle courfe, by reafon that it runs almoft parallel 
with the Cordelier ; its defeent is not fo great ; it is fubjeft to flux and reflux ; and is 
the recepticle of many other rivers. All thefe circumftances render it more navigable, 
and abounding in fiih ; but, at the fame time, it is full of Caymans, or crocodiles, fo 
common in America. 

■ I embarked upon this river, afeending it, and, on the 19th May 1736, reached 
Caracol, feated at the foot of the Cordelier ; a place left byM. Godin about three days 
before. This gentleman, although he had all the mules 01 the at hik totarL 

mand, was under the neceihty of leaving hare nearly a fifth part of our equipage, 
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reafon, o n account of the impracticability of the roads, he was obliged to render the 
v, a* ha could. He continued his route, and entered Quito on the 

2 9t^^^^^nl‘year'' aul Itoe days more, from our departure from Europe. The 

of 1 OUT companions in this capital is already known ; all the 
oomeg of the city haftened to congratulate them on their arrival, 
and ift the palace until they could provide convenient ‘ houfes for 


PART II. 

IT qf JuneijM bre I reached Quito, having been detained at Caracol foi 

A WMKjj: jPa £ar*jage, Stttd my health had fuffered confideiabJy by the fatigue of the jour- 
ney <mW*, ai*d more particularly from Puerto Viejo to Guayaquil. However, 

I let atotd£ in my turn, to furmount the difficulties of the chain of mountains before 
me, which took me op feven days to accomplifh, although I did not eftimate the paf- 
fage tfctt at more than nine or ten leagues. But it is an extremely rugged afcent, in- 
terrupted by an infinity of different precipices, on the brinks of which we are often 
obliged to walk } we are obliged too, many times to pafs a little liver called Ojiva, in 
which, many people are loft every year; though it is not a wide torient, its rapidity is 
bighfftll : we pads it for the laft time, we remove ourfelves from it, and yet we dread 
it, fo much it foems to threaten the traveller, even when at a diftance from it, with its 
roar ty . Sometimes, descending, a deep ravine prelents itlelf, which we have difficulty 


to ge(t over, and often a whole day is confumed only in afcending its oppofitc fide, and 
then awe filM ourfelves but at a little diftance from the place we left in the morning. 
The iaffitude of the mules is fo great, that you mult allow them to reft and take their 
breaffi eveff ttws n or eight fteps they make ; the whole journey becomes thus, although 
very labor##!, but intervals of alternate reft, and a flowly progreffivc motion. 

l^e rain was fo heavy, and every thing, during the firlt few days, fo very wet, that it 
was pot poffible to make a fire ; and we had to live on bad theefe, and bifeuit made partly 
of rruuzft, wEt made each night, when we were not fo fortunate as to meet with a cabin 
already Jsgpfwh&ttJ by feme other traveller, the beft bed we could of the branches of 
trees, aP'tngftr, leaves, lit proportion as we advanced, the heat of the torrid zone 
abatedJwd foon beeaSfe fcnfible of cold. When I fay i v .s feven days on my 
|oam 4 p do hbupekon the ftay I made in the town called Guarenda, in the heart of 
the Cd&ier, and which pfefents a fituation of reft which no perfon fhould fail to avail 
rhe ”M ra 1 ^--- ffi Nf ^tho^g of my way was through woods, which terminated, as I have 
« the height of fourteen or fifteen hundred toffies; and when I 


Wight of fourteen or fifteen hundred toffies; and when I 
tVfcn-filual, and call my looks behind, I could lee no- 
Mffirough ‘which I had palled, lp reading themfelves even to 
m he^ht, and found myfelf at the foot of a mountain 
§<Mwft fhow, and all the foil covered with froff and 
Hrisjg elfethan a long range of mountains, of which an 
8 ' are teft hi the clouds, it is not poffible to crofs them but 
002 by 
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by the necks or defiles ; but that by which I made iny way, partook of its great eleva- 
tion above the level of the fea. I was at the foot of the Chimborazo, and, in the 
mean time, I found rnyfelf already in the region where rain never falls ; to the greatefl 
di fiance around me I beheld nothing but fnow or hoar froft. 

I followed exaflly the fame route taken by the ancient troop of Spaniards, who are 
handed down to us in hiflory. This troop, commanded by Don Pedro Alvarado at the 
beginning of the conqut ft of Peru, and precifely two centuries before me, made this 
voyage to the aid of Francis Pizarro : he took, as I have done, his way from 
Puerto Viejo to Guayaquil, by way of Jipijapa; from Guayaquil he afeended to the 
foot of Chimberago, and went along the ibuth fide of this mountain to Riobamba, 
called at that period Rivecpampa: but in going over a hill, which could be no other 
than that known now under the name of Arcnal, feventy of his followers, no other- 
wife acquainted with Peru than from report of its riches, and having taken no pre- 
caution, perilhed with cold and laflitude, among whom were two or three of the 
Spanifh women who firft ventured into the country. Having attained the height, 1 
mult neceffarily defeend. How was 1 furpriled at the novelty of the view! 1 imagined 
rnyfelf, after having been fuccellively expofed to the ardour of the torrid zone and 
the horrors of cold, tranfported all at once, as it were, into the temperate climate; 
of France, and into a country, as embelliflied here, in the moft engaging feafon. 

At a dillance I beheld well-enough cultivated fields, a great number of towns and vil- 
lages, inhabited by Spaniards or Indians, other fmaller and pretty towns, and all the open 
and unwooded trails, peopled as are fome of our provinces. The houfes, no longer con- 
ItruSed with bamboos, as are thole lower down, but built of folid materials, fome of Hone, 
but for the molt part of large bricks dried under (hade. Every village is ornamented with 
a fquare, one of the tides of which is partly taken up by the church ; in no region 
of the world have they failed to let this place, which is a parallelogram, to the ealt, 
from which flreets divide in flraight lines, open tp the diltant country ^ even the fields 
are frequently interfered thus at right angles, which give to them the form of a gar- 
den. Such is that part of the province of Quito, fituated by the Cordelier to the north 
and fouth of this capital ; worthy, indeed, by its fize, its edifices, and number of 
inhabitants, of its title. This city is about eight or nine hundred loifes in length, by 
five or fix in breadth ; is the feat of a bifhop, and the refidence of the prefident of 
the Audience, who is alfo governor of the province. It has a great nftmber of reli- 
gious fociedes in its bofom, and two colleges, which are a fort of univerfities, 6nc 
under the direction of the Jefuits, and the other under the Dominicans. The inhabit- 
ants amount to between thirty and forty thouland, one-third of whom arc Spaniards, 
or of Spanifh origin. Provifions are exceedingly dear. The on.y foreign merchan- 
dize there is, and that carried on with difficulty, is at an exceffive price, as our cot- 
tons, woollen cloths, and filk fluffs. I have frequently given fix reals, or more than 
a crown, a pound for iron, to make fome inflruments of j a drinking-glafs coils eighteen 
or twenty francs : but every necefTary of life is to be found there, and the country 
furnifhes them in abundance. 

It niufl be confeffed, when one is in the deferts, at a diflance from the Cordelier, 
and look upon this briflled chain of fummits, it is impoffible to imagine to onefelf any 
thing concealed among them. One would be* led to believe that, in climbing thefe 
mountains of fuch terrific afpedl, when we have reathed the height, we fhould be com- 
pelled by the inclemency of the weather to defeend on the other fide, where we fhould 
meet with forefts like thofe we had left behind : it could never ente* the mind that be- 
hind thefe mountains extend a fecond range equally high, and that they ferve, neither 

one 
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one nor the other, but as a Ihelter to this happy country ; where nature has traced out 
in her gifts, to fay rather, in her profufions, the image of a terreftrial paradife. 

This country is comprehended between the double chain of the Cordelier, which, 
like two walls, feparate it on the fides of eaft and weft from the reft of America. The 
firft of the two chains is, as we have already mentioned, at from 40 to 45 leagues from 
the fea ; the two are parallel to each other at about the diftance of leven or eight leagues ; 
I mean their ridges ; fometimes they fly off, at others approximate, but always preferve 
the lame direction; which varies little from that of the meridian : from their extreme 
vicinage, the land or plain which feparates them mull be very elevated. This plain is 
five or fix leagues in breadth ; the two chains of the mountains, which, to thofe 
on the outfide of them, appear but a Angle rnafs, are very vifibly diftinft to the 
inhabitants living between them. Quito, and the largeft portion of the province, is 
thus fituated in an extended valley, which is ever reputed a mountain, from being placed 
between higher mountains, the mod of which are covered with fnow, or, if I may be 
permitted tin expreilion conformable to that in ufage in the country, fnowed. 

The Cordelier is not double in its whole length, though 1 know it to be fo, having 
vifitod the country, from the fouth of Cuenca to the north of Popayan, to an extent 
of more than one hundred and feventy leagues ; and I know it to be double yet further 
towards the north, although the country, by its finking, lofes by degrees the good 
qualities if poffefles in the environs of Quito. 

The I'uflicient width of the valley and its expofition to the fun would, it might 
be fuppofed, render the heat of it infupportable : but, on the other hand, the great 
elevation of the land, and the vicinage of the fnow, it muft be cafily conceived, muft 
temperate the heat ; the two contraries, if one may fo exprefs onefelf, are intermarried, 
and the ifl'ue of the connection can be no lefs a lulling autumn than a perpetual fpring. 
They are ftrangers to many of the hurtful animals, the tiger and ferpent, fo fre- 
quent in the forefts of the low countries ; the heat in the higher country is not fuf- 
ficient for them. The thermometer of Reaumur kept its fituation at fourteen or fif- 
teen degrees ; the fields are always green, where grow the fruits of the torrid zone 
with thofe of Europe, ils apples, pears, and peaches : the trees there are almoft always 
in fap ; every fpecies of grain, and particularly wheat, is there very productive. Wine 
might be made there, had not Lima obtained an exclufive privilege to make it one of 
the objects of her commerce, while Quito fubfifted on her commodities, and by her 
manufactories of woollen cloths, calicoes, and cottons. 

Years of fcarcity and dearth do not ordinarily furnifh proofs of the fertility or 
goodnefs of the country in which it prevails, nevcrthelefs Peru is a lingular excep- 
tion to this rule. Another example of a more rainy year than 1741, perhaps, a 
century will not produce. The crops all failed, and the harvt it di \ not yield fcarcely 
a fevernh or an eighth part of the average of other years ; the price of every thing 
increafed, as may be imagined, enough ; for the inhabitants of the country of Peru 
are unacquainted with magazines of relerve to have recourfe to on fuch occafions. A 
very moderate degree of labour is fufficient to render the foil, which is there extremely 
teeming, liberally productive ; yet is bread very dear, double and treble of what it is 
with us, becaufe the views of the people of the province of Quito extend not beyond 
the prefent wants, and leave much of their lands uncultivated. The* fcarcity caufed a 
rife nine times over in the price of wheat, maize, and all other grain, and even in 
potatoes, which, with the maize, is the chief food of the Indians. It feems the public 
calamity muft have been extreme, and it was, too, fpread w r idely round : in the 
mean time fcarcely any body fuffered j the poorer fort were fomewhat incommoded, 

but 
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but they lived ; they had recourfe to fruits and various forts of vegetables, which never 
failed them. Cheefe they were never without ; and, as the cattle could always find 
rich pafturage in the extenfive open plains of the mountains, meat was always cheap, 
and at a price, although-I have noticed the reafon of the advance, which will furprize, 
when compared with that of bread ; beef was morf than two or three fous a pound 
of our money. 

Every thing neceffary for clothing is there as eafily obtained. Flax grows very 
well : 1 have leen fome which had been cultivated in the country, which was very fine. 
The wools are not of quite fo good a quality as ours, but by ufing the better fort of it 
they might make better cloths than they do. The Vicuna is not feen at Quito, but 
they have an animal of much the fame fpecies, which the Indians call Llamas ; it may 
better be compared to a fmall camel, and this they ul'e to carry burthens of from fifty 
to fixty pounds weight : the Vicuna is to be found in Chili, and will live, no doubt, 
in many places of the Cordelier of Peru. Ingredients are found proper for dyeing. 
Indigo is common in the low countries ; in the higher, there is a fhrub grows that gives 
a very fair yellow, and in many places they attend to the breeding of the infect, known 
under the name of the Cocheneal, which gives the crimfon colours. They carry on a 
commerce with Ambato, a place twenty leagues fouth of Quito, where the temperature 
is nearly the fame ; perhaps the thermometer may Hand at one or two degrees higher. 
There is now no want of fpices, or, what is the fame thing, they have it in their power to 
fubftitute, for thofe with which w'e are acquainted, others produced in the country, 
which they do effectively, and more fuccefsfully. Laftly, it is fufficient to chufe a fitu- 
ation either a little higher or lower (for w r e have (hewn this long valley does not 
form a perfectly even plain), to enjoy the air and the advantages of the rnoft different 
climates. 

From the circumftance of the fphere being here very much equal, the days are 
always nearly of the fame length with the nights j it is a perpetual ' equinox, and the 
degree of temperature is nearly the fame throughout the year in the fame place : the 
rains only mark the feafons, and they fall nearly as they do in the low countries in 
the forefts, from the month of November till May : thele rains, together with the 
earthquakes, and frequent volcanic eruptions, which arc in great numbers, conliitute 
the bad qualities, of which but few good ones are behind to balance, of thofe countries. 
It is eafy enough for a traveller who penetrates into the interior of the valley, to fatisfy 
himfelf he does not defeend within as he afeends without, and that he is at a confiderable 
height above the level of the fea, but to what degree is difficult, nay impoffible, for 
him to eftimate. There is no time for reflection in fuch a journey; man, in purfuing 
it, is then but a machine. All the collected waters difeharging themfelves from the 
two Cordeliers, fall in all directions of the horizon, on the outfide of them, either to 
the North or South Sea, which mark their great height ; thefe waters form the higheft 
cataraCts in the world ; but they mark out nothing precifely to the fimple traveller. 
Thus it is not aftonilhing that the inhabitants of Quito ffiould have had the information 
from us, that of all the people of the known world, they are the higheft fituated ; 
that their elevation above the fea was from fourteen to fifteen hundred toifes, and that 
they breathed an sir more ratified by one third than other men *. Nor need any part 
of the known world be excepted in this obfervation, as from every circumftance wc 
have reafon to believe, that the mountains of the temperate and frozen zones are un- 
inhabitable, and even inacceffible to half their height. 


* The mercury in the barometer at Quito kept its ftation at twenty inches one line. 
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We found ourfelves, at firft, confiderably incommoded by the rarefaftion of the 
air, particularly thofe among us who had delicate lungs, felt the alteration moft, and 
were fubjeft: to little hemorrhages ; this no doubt ariles from the lightnefs of the 
atmofphere, no longer aiding by its compreffion on the vefiels, to the retention of 
the blood, which on its fide maintains always the power of aft ion. I did not 
myfelf, when we had occafion to afeend much, obferve this inconvenience to increafe j 
perhaps the reafon might be I was already inured to" the country, or it might be owing 
to the cold preventing the dilatation of the air to the degree it might otherwife have 
been. Many of us while afeending, fainted, and were fubjeft to vomiting ; but thefe 
accidents were more the effeft of wearinefs than a difficulty in breathing ; this is 
inconteftibly proved by their never being fubjeft to this inconvenience while on horfe- 
back, and when they had attained the fummit, where the air, notwithilanding, was 
more fubtlc. I do not deny that this great rarefaction haftens laffitude, and contri- 
butes not a little to exhauftion, for refpiration becomes extremely oppreffive at every 
exertion however trifling, and at^thc leaft motion we make we are out of breath : but 
ceal'e thefe exertions and this motion, and the confequences are no more. 1 advance 
nothing that I have not been many times witnels to, and fliould have witnefled many 
times more, had not experience quickly taught many among us that it was not per- 
mitted us to expofe ourfelves to fo great a fatigue. m 

Quito is at the foot of one of thefe mountains, named Pichincha, which belongs to 
the weftern chain of the Cordelier, and is that on the fide of the South Sea ; this is 
afeended, as are the moil part of the others, very high on horfe-back. Many of thefe 
mountains refemble each other, infomuch that their bafes arc formed by feveral hills 
covered with an argillaceous or common foil, from the middle of which a pyramid or 
inafs of Hones riles from one hundred and fifty to two hundred toifes in height. 
There is fome appearance that in remote times the whole was covered with a foil, and 
that it has Aided by degrees from, or fome finking occafioned by an earthquake, have 
laid bare, the rocks. 

This part of Pichincha is very difficult to climb, we remained upon its fummit for 
three \$eeks : the cold was very intenfe, fo much fo, that fome fcorbutic afteftions 
began to make their appearance on fome of us, and the Indians, and other fervants 
we hud engaged in the country, experienced violent pains : they vomited blood, and 
fome of iLon were obliged to Jel'cend ; but this iudifpofition was not continual while 
we were ftationed upon the point of the rock, it arofe from the intenfenefs of the cold, 
to which they had never been accullomed ; the ciliated Hate of the air did not appear 
to be the caufe, at leaft the immediate or moft approximate caufe : I examined with 
the more circutnfpeftion into this, as I was aware that the inoft part of travellers had 
been led into an error with regard to the circumftance, by not enough unravelling the 
different eifefts. Frequently, when we have been at l'upper in the evening, we have 
had an earthen pan of fire, with many candles alight in the midit of us, and the door 
of our cabin with double hides, and yet all would not prevent the water freezing in 
ouj glafle; . We had every difficulty imaginable to manage a pendulum ; we were 
continually in the clouds, w hich abiolutely veiled from our fight every thing but the 
point of the rock upon which we were ftationed. Sometimes the fky would change 
three or four times in the fpace of half an hour •, a temped was followed by iine 
weathet, and in an inllant after, thunder, loud in degree to its proxynity, itruck upon 
our ears ; our rock producing the fatne effect with regard to it, as the fands of the 
fea when the waves dafh againfl them. We did not ule our thermometer towards the 
end of our Hay upon the rock, and when we thought the cold had become too intenfe ; 
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but we had already obferved the inftrument to have been at fome degrees below the 
freezing point, and that it varied more than at Quito. It had often varied between 
morning and the afternoon feventeen degrees, although always in the fhade. 

The mercury which flood expofed on the margin of the fea, was at twenty-eight 
inches one line, and on the rock one line below fixteen inches ; the elafticity of the 
air was proved to be, as in the lower countries, and in Europe, exa&ly in proportion 
to their condenfations. Thefe obfervations, together with many others made with 
much care, not only confirm this exact relation, but proves to us that the intenfity, 
even of the elaftic force, or virtue of the air, is evidently equal in all the places of 
confiderable elevation of the .torrid zone. The actual condenfations in every place 
are there proportional to the weight of the upper columns of air, which caufe the 
compreffion : and thefe condenfations or denfities alter in a geometrical progreffion, 
while the heights of places are in arithmetrical progreflion *. Below, this is not the 
fame, becaufe the intenfity of the elaftic force of the air is there really lcfs than 
at one or two hundred toifes higher, and it muft^necefl'urily be confiderably lefs, 
becaufe it is fo notwithftanding the effedt of the heat which contributes to render it 
greater. This is not the place to infill farther on this fubjedl, and to explain the 
different means I availed myfelf of to afcertain, in every place, the precife degree of 
this force. To dole my account gf the obfervations made upon Pichincha, the pen- 
dulum in feconds, when it was Hopped immediately for the purpofe of experiments, 
was Ihorter there, than on the fliore of the fea, by thirty-fix hundredths of a line t. 

All our perfeverancc was requifite to llrugglc againft the rigour of our fituation for 
more ftian twenty days ; and we were at length obliged to acknowledge the necelfity 
of renouncing fo elevated a ftation. The higher we .afcended, the more ground we 
would explore, our difcoveries dwindled almoll to nothing. A high mountain not 
only arrells every cloud that meets it, but thofe alio at a certain diftance palling the 
fide of it, they are thrown behind by the wind, and are there becalmed. Befides, if 
it happens the point upon which we arc ftationed Ihould be free of. them, frequently 
the others we want to fee, are not ; and the difficulty becomes incomparably greater 
when the fight of four or five mountains is abfolutely neceffary almoll at tWb fame 

* This fupplies a very fimple rule which I here explain in favour of fome of my readers. They have 
only to look into the ordinary tabic of logarithms for the heights of the barometer, exp re fled in lines; 
and if they take a thirtieth part from the difference of thefe logarithms, in taking wit«h the cbara&criftic 
the four tirll figures only which follow it, they will have the relative heights of the places in toifes. 
The mercury flood in the barometer at Carabouron, which is the lowed of our Rations, at twenty-one 
inches two and three-quarter lines, or at two hundred and fifty-four and three-quarter lines : whereas on 
the rocky fummit of Pichinrha it Rood at fifteen inches eleven lines, or one hundred and ninety-one lines. 
If we take the difference of the logarithms of thefe two numbers, it will produce one thowfand two hun- 
dred and fifty, and if a thirtieth part is fujjtra&ed, it will give one thoufand two hundred and nine toifes 
for the height of Pinchincha above Carabouron, which correfponds with the geometrical folution. The 
application of this rule is the more exadt as the heights of the mercury in the barometer vary very little 
in any place of the torrid zone. The variation below, near the fea, is little more than two and a half 
or three lines, and at Quito about one line. M. Godin has been the firfl to notice thefe variations at 
certain hours every day at Quito, which I attribute to the daily dilatation caufed by the heat of the/un 
upon the atmofphere. On the banks of the fea, this dilatation caufes no alteration in the weight of the 
air, for be its column higher or lower its weight ihould be equally the fame ; but the dilatation caufed 
during the day takes fomewhat away from a part of the lower column, which adds more to the higher 
one ; and this Varies the difiribution of the weight with relation to all places fituate in the Cordelier, and 
even upon other mountains. 

f I have noticed it on the mountains at thirty-fix inches fix feventy-one-hundredth lines ; at Quito 
thirty-fix inches fix eighty -three-hundredth lines ; apd on the fea fhorc thirty-fix inches feven feven-hun- 
rirpdth lines. 
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inflant. We therefore became fenfible it would in fcv$ry refpeft be more to our ad- 
vantage not to make the triangles of our meridian fo high, and that we ought ordi- 
narily to be fatisfied with placing our fignals upon the hills at the bafe of the rocky 
pyramids* But not with {landing this very neccflary precaution, nothing incommoded 
us in our labour fo much, as the fudden alterations of heat and cold which we expe- 
rienced from one moment to another, every time, however inconfidcrablc, we afcended 
or defcended. 

M. Contlamine and myfelf had already once more afcended the mountain, but 
with no other defign than to examine the flation, when we were obliged inftantly to 
defeend ; we were furprifcd by a florm, the wind had no particular direction, but blew 
from every quarter at the fame moment upon us. The thunder drove the hail-ftones 
horizontally agaiidt us, and was fcarcely louder than the flafh from a gun, which im- 
preffed the idea upon us, that upon the moft elevated mountains the report of it would 
not be at all heard. We had# every opportunity during the three weeks we were lla- 
tioned here, to reform this firft opinion ; and we have been a great number of times 
iince upon other mountains, where we have heard the moll terrible rolling of thunder, 
fometimes over our heads ; at others, beneath us. Iris not to be difputed that the 
claps of thunder are fometimes very weak ; fuch as they are generally when the light- 
ening is feen and no noife follows. We do not hear them below; thefe are happily 
flrokes without effect, which may arife from many caufes, and often from the great, 
diltance at which we may be from them. At the time I have jull mentioned, when 
upon the height, we were iri the very focus of the florin, but apparently the inflam- 
mable matter had collected in too ffriall a quantity. 

The higheft ftations, in our work of the meridian, have always occalioned us the 
moft trouble. r l'he moft elevated flation we availed ourfelves of for our triangles, is 
two thouland three hundred and thirty-four toifes above the lea, and is named 
Sinazahuan; it .forms one of thefummits of the mountain of Afouay, which divides the 
jurifdiclion of Riobamba and Cuenca. It will furprife you to be told the Incas have 
carried a road over this height, which they are in the habit of daily frequenting ; but 
they are careful to chufe the weather ; for if they have the misfortune to be caught in 
a ftorm, mingled with hoar or fnow, they run a riik of never returning more. We 
fortunately carried a change of tents along with us ; ten or twelve of the days we were 
Rationed there, we had to fubflimte the one for the other three times fucceflively. So 
greatly were they alarmed on our account at Atun-Cagnor, a town three or four 
leagues diltant, that public prey era were offered up for us. 

Every variety of weather we have had whilll amid thefe mountains, has fufliciently 
fatisfied us how much certain philofophers have been miflaken, who have conceived 
the clouds of a nature different from fogs. The clouds have fluently not afcended 
to us, they have been five or fix hundred toifes below us, and i.ave veiled the valley 
from us, while the inhabitants of the plain could not difeern the fky : at other times 
thefe clouds having Ids weight, have rifen higher, and become to us a finlple fog in 
which wc found ourlelves involved. When 1 have noticed them very much above me, 
they have always appeared very white : I do not know what better 1 can compare them 
to with regard to the colour and form they then prefented, than to heaps of cotton 
touching each other, vhofe union prefents a wavy furface. With' r*fpe<St to the colour, 
it is precifely the fame as with water dnd glafs ; glafs we know lofes its tranfparency when 
pulveriled, and when looked on at its brightell fide, appears to have all the whitenefs 
of fnow. So it is with water when reduced to very fmall particles, or a 1 moft imper- 
ceptible drops in the clouds or fogs. If thefe fmall drops are nothing die than fmall 
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hollow fpheres, the interior air more or lefs dilating them muft neceffarily oblige the 
water which forms the^bubble to vary its thicknefs, and the fraall fphere changing 
its bulk, the cloud muft afcend to a greater or lefs height, till it meets with an equili- 
brium in the bed of the atmofphere in which it floats. To-day the clouds are of a 
certain fpecific weight, and maintain their fituations at a precil’e height ; they are ob- 
ferved throughout the whole mountain to attain but to a certain point ; to-morrow the 
fmall bubbles will be bigger or lefs, the clouds become more or lefs light, and they 
will be obferved to ftation themfelves in a higher or lower region. It is at fun-rife 
they are noticed to be more fufceptible of motion, when they afcend in an uniform 
manner, and fometimes with great velocity. But to return to their transparency, as 
the fmall bubbles which compofe them, prefent too large a number of final! furfaccs 
to the light, they appear opake when viewed from below ; whereas were the fpedator 
ftationed above them, as we frequently were upon Pichincha and other mountains, 
all the reflected and intermingled rays, after having undergone various refractions, form 
the white, conformably to what we are acquainted with, regarding the property of 
light. 

There is an extraordinary phenomenon vifible almoit every day upon theft: moun- 
tains, and which muft nccelfariiy be as old as the world, yet there is much probability 
we have been the firft to notice it. The firft time we remarked it, we were together upon a 
mountain of a medial height called Panibamarca. A cloud in which we were enve- 
loped, removing, opened to our view the feene of a very brilliant rifing fun, the cloud 
pafied from the other fide ; it was not thirty paces diftant, being yet too fliort a one to 
give it that whitenefs of which I have fpoken, When each of us faw his own fhadow 
projeded above, and only faw his own, by reafon the cloud did not prefent an even 
furface. Its proximity allowed us to diftinguifh every part of the fhadow ; we faw the 
arms, legs, and head ; but what aftonifhed us the moft was, that the head was deco- 
rated with a glory or circlet compofed of three or four concentric coronets, of a very 
lively colour, each with the fame variety as the firft rain-bow, the red being the out- 
ward colour. The diftances between thefe circles were equal, the lafl circle the 
fainteft ; and after all at a great diftance we noticed a large white circle, which fur- 
rounded the whole. This was a fort of apotheofis to each fpedator ; and l muft not 
negled to apprize yon, each every day calmly enjoyed the exquifite pleafure of viewing 
himfclf decorated with all thefe glories, and faw no trace of thole of his neighbour’s. 
It is true it is precifcly the fame thing with regard to the rain-bow, although it has not 
always been attended to. Each fpedator views a diftincl rain-bow, fince the arch has 
a different centre for every perfon ; but as the coronets which are feen upon the moun- 
tains of Peru are very fmall, and feem to belong to the fhadow of the fpedator, each 
has a right to appropriate what hedifeovers to himfelf. The firft immediately encircles 
the head of the fhadow, the others follow, and the fpedator, only witndling what 
concerns himfelf, merely conjedures that his neighbours find themfelves in a fimilar 
fituation. 

I frequently noticed the diameters of thefe circles, nor did 1 fail to do fo the firft 
time I beheld them ; for I haftily made a fort of radius with the firft rules at hand, 
becaufe I was apprehenfive this ’admirable fight might prefent itfclf but feldom. I 
have remarked the* diameters from one moment to another to vary in dimenfion, but 
whether leffer or greater, the interval or fpace between them always maintained its 
equality. Befide the phenomenon is only pidured upon the clouds, and on fuch only 
whofe particles are congealed, and not, like the rain-bow, on drops of rain. When a 
cloud ttfat fhades the fun withdraws, and the fun becomes more ardent, qxiickly the 
, 12 little 
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little bubbles of theoppofite cloud neceflarily dilate ; their furface enlarging, the thick* 
nefs of the Water contained in them diminifhes : and reduced to a thinner fubftance, 
itistraly a greater obliquity, or bubbles more remote from the centre of the fhadow, 
which can prefent to us, as other experiments of this nature have confirmed, the 
fame colours. The diameter of the firlt circle was commonly nearly five degrees two- 
thirds, the next nearly eleven degrees, the third feventeen degrees, and thus on ; 
the white circle was nearly fixty-feven degrees in diameter. The time proper to view 
this phenomenon, which requires that the lhadow be projected from a cloud, is a fuffi- 
cient excufe for the Peruvians never having beheld it, and why they Ihould not be 
blamed for it. It is an hour not ufual for any but a philofopher to be found upon the 
fummit of a high mountain : it might probably be noticed fometimes, on tmr moft 
elevated fteeples. AH of us have feen at a Ihort diftance from us, fogs confined to a 
very circumlcribed fpace ; one thing only was wanting, which was the fun in the op- 
pofite horizon; but where this latter circumftance has not exactly correfponded, a 
portion of the white circle is frequently to be diltinguilhed, as I have at different times 
remarked fince I have paid attention thereto. 

The height of the rocky fummit of Pichincha, is nearly the fame with that of the 
loweft conltant termination of the fnow on all the mountains of the torrid zone ; and 
I have found it at two thoufand four hundred and thirty-four toifes above the level of 
*the South Sea. The fnow falls much lower ; it even, though but rarely, fometimes 
falls at Quito, which is more than nine hundred toifes fliort of the height of Pichin- 
cha, but it may be thawed the fame day : whereas in all the parts of the Cordelier I 
have gone over, l have obferved it higher to lie undifi'olved. Some mountains do not 
reach this point of termination ; others, as Pichincha, border upon it ; others, and 
thefe in great numbers, lift themfelves Hill higher, and have their fummits continually 
covered ; and confequently, from the fnow being converted into ice, are inacceffible. 
When the mountains are not enveloped in clouds,, their furface muft be a little thawed 
during the day ; but the fun ceafing to act, the furface becomes glazed ; the water 
paffes into the interftices of the lower beds, and there freezing, renders the fnow 
extremely compact, and forms a folid whole. The furface hardens at the fame time, 
and becomes as fmoothly polifhed as a mirror, fo that it is as it were impoflible to 
afeend higher. This limit depends upon too great a variety of circumftances not t© 
be liable to gieat in egularities. Many mountains in Peru have a difpofition to emit 
flame, for almoft all of them have been volcanic, or actually are fo notwithftanding 
their fnows, which much induce a forgetfulnefs of the circumftance : it is befides cer- 
tain, the larger the dimenfion of the mafs is which conftitutes their bafe, the more 
fufceptible they mull be of heat, and the limit of congelation farther removed ; 
as thefe maffes muff be confidered a fecondary foil, every day L.biKng the heat of the 
fun; om the other hand the part covered with fnow, when very coafiderable, produces 
a contrary ^ffeft ; it caufes a greater cold around, capable of congelation, or producing 
ice a little lower down. In the mean time the difference is not great, inafmuch as 1 
have remarked the lower boundary of the fnow, to form a level line through all the 
mountains of Peru, in a manner to enable us at a glance to judge of their height. 

The volcanoes, as I have noticed, create the ftrongeft exception to this rule ; but 
the exception is fometimes fuch, as it may be difficult to forefee. This I have remarked 
with regard to Cotopaxi, a ftation of’our meridian, fituated on the eaftern chain. The 
fpot on which we were ftatiohed was between one hundred and fifty and one hundred 
and eighty toifes below the foow ; but this mountain, from a recent irruption in 1742, 
had caufed the fiiow above to thaw. We faw it from below fometimes increafe, and 
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fometimes diminifh, in thicknefs ; but, at the fame time, the boundary of the beginning 
of congelation likewife lowered ; and fell below the Ration on which we were encamped 
to work at our triangles. I gave aiyfelf the trouble, at the beginning of 1 743, again 
to vifit the mountain, to fatisfy myfelf of this, and various other circumftances, lb that 
I could not be deceived. This Angularity feems to have foine connexion with thofe 
acknowledged operations, in which congelation is haftened by the affiftance of fire. In 
the meantime, the examination led me to a difcovery, that the Angularity depended 
upon a very different caufe. I difcovered, that what at a diitance I had taken for fnow 
was not, but water, which, falling from above, and gufhing from out the mountain on 
every fide, froze as it run. It is certain, that the leaft degree of heat is fuflicient to 
thaw partfclcs fo delicate as fnow, when it falls upon a furfacc interiorly heated. But 
when a body of water of a certain thicknefs runs over the fame ground, the heat below 
may be fo weak, as not to communicate with the upper furface ; and if this furfac c 
found expofed to an exccfs of cold, nothing can prevent it being converted into ice. 
The fnow on the higher parts of Cotopaxi thawing, from its vicinity to the fire, conti- 
nually produces new water, and this water freezing below after being divided into an 
infinity of ftreams, forms, as it were, when received at a certain diilancc, ringlets of 
ice on the mountains, but, looked at from a certain diitance, it appears a perfect cover- 
ing. The fame effect may have place upon all the other mountains ; the fnow only 
maintaining itl'elf to a certain limit in delcending ; whereas a body of water will, in* 
proportion as it decrcafes in bulk, freeze on its furface, lower on the mountain. Such 
is the elucidation of this phenomenon, derived to me from my vifiting the places. If 
regard is had to the exception it furniihes, and to others lefs confiderable, we repeat it, 
the lower limits of the fnow conflitutcs a fufliciently exact level line through all the 
country in the environs of the equator. 

But if we ex^jjnine the circumltance in a more general manner, if we direct our re- 
gard to the globe, this line will not be found exactly parallel with the .earth : it is evi- 
dent it muff, in its direction, gradually fall, as it retires from the torrid zone, or ad- 
vances towards the poles. In the middle of the torrid zone this line is at two thoufand 
four hundred and thirty-four toifes above the level of the fea -, at the entrance into the 
temperate zone, it will be found but two thoufand one hundred, pafiing by the fummit 
of Theyde, or the Peak of Teneriff, which is nearly of this height *. In France and 
Chile, the line will pafs at fifteen or fixteen hundred toifes, and, continuing to defeend 


* The Pcre Feuillee, to whom we arc indebted for a great number of obfervations, aflfigns, in a manufeript 
relation pivfented to the Academy on his return from a voyage to the Canaries in 1724, two thoufand two 
hundred anu thirteen toifes to the height of the Peak of TenerifT. But we are induced to believe, for 
rcafons we fhali give, tint we mull take from the calculation of this height one hundred and forty or one 
hundred and fifty toifes at lead. The obferver worked upon a bafe, whofe length, not being more than 
two hundred and ten toifes, was much too fbort, confidering that he was difiant from the Peak not lets 
than ten thoufand toifes. This bale, too, from the badneis of its fituution, was not equivalent to another 
much lefs : for, conformably to a method fearcely ever good but in theory, it was dire&ed up the moun- 
tain, inftead of having a direction nearly perpendicular ; infomueh, that the hale was really reduced to 
forty toifes, which had been placed in a fituation nearly perpendicular to two vifoal rays chredied to the 
fummit of the mountain. Finally, P. Feuillee negle&ed the inclination of Iur hale, becanfe they told 
him the fea had formerly covered the ground. Now, were this true, the ground mult have acquired ele- 
vation fine?, and (till more towards the foot of the mountain where his fecond flatioo was fixed ; how, as 
the inclining of the grbund was no more than three toifes*in two hundred and ten, which is by no means 
confiderable, the two vifual rays, by reafon of the elevation‘of the fecond Ration, have n}et, at little dif- 
tance, and at little elevation in the air ; and regard being had to the fliortnefs of the reduced bafe, which 
vtas not more than forty toifes, we muff diminifh the height calculated by P. Feuillee a thirteenth or four- 
teenth part. I conceive the reader will not confider this note as foreign to a work of the nature of this, 
which has fo often a relation to mountains. 
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in proportion as it removes from the equator, it will touch the earth beyond the two 
polar circles, though our calculations have regard only to the fummer. 

This line may be called that of the Conftant Lower Boundary of the Snow, for 
there muft necelfarily be another, i. e. the Upper Boundary ; but this, to all appear- 
ances, the higheft mountain of the world does not reach. If there were mountains 
high enough to lift their fununits above all the clouds, the more elevated parts of the/e 
high fumm'its would be free of fnow, and we fhould there enjoy, could we attain the 
Hation, a perfett and perpetual ferenity, as is improperly conceived of Olympus, Mount 
Ararat, and of Theyde, or the Peak of TenerifF, although the latter does not completely 
reach to the lower boundary of congelation. To limit myfelf Amply to declare here, 
what I myfelf proved, fome of the mountains which have ferved as Rations for our 
triangles, Cotopaxi for inftancc, have a portion covered at from fix to feven hun- 
dred toifes of perpendicular height. It will be unneceftary to mention others along our 
meridian, as well as on both fides tlie river Magdalene, approaching the fea from the 
north, to Saint Martha. Chimborazo, which is the highelt of all 1 have noticed, or 
even feen, is three thoufand two hundred and feventeen toifes above the fea, and the 
part of it on which the fnow lies more than eight hundred. But if the clouds fome- 
titnes pafs lower, which opens the fummit to our view, they alfo pafs fometimes con- 
fidcrably above the fummit, even to three or four hundred toifes, which has enabled 
me at a difiance to judge of them, comparing their height with the dimanfions of the 
mountains I had already meafured. In a word, the fpace, in the perpendicular or ver- 
tical fenfe, between the two boundaries, the upper and lower of the fnow, is at leaft, 
in the torrid zone, eleven or twelve hundred toifes ; we muft even confiderably add to 
this height, if it is permitted us to confound the clouds formed by the fmoke of the 
volcanoes with others, for I have obferved it afeend feven or eight hundred toifes ftill 
higher. Thus, if we fhould flop at this laft boundary, and there had «been mountains 
high enough, a girdle or zone of ice might have been noticed, the betpnning of which 
w'ould have been at two thoufand four hundred and fortv toifes above the level of the 
fea, and ending at nearly four thoufand three hundred or four thoufand four hundred 
toifes ; not that we are to conclude from hence the ceffation of the cold at this point, 
fince it is certain, on the contrary, the farther wc are removed from the earth, the 
greater will be, the degree of cold, but by reafon that the clouds or vapours cannot 
afeend higher. 

It is not difficult, by a little attention, to be convinced, that the cold muft na- 
turally incrcafe in the proportion we are lifted into the atmofphere. It is not only the 
firft obflacle to our afeending, but alfo to our breathing, in a very great elevation, had 
we the power to reach it ; a circumftance which lias not enough imprefled the minds 
of thofe, whofe ideas have led them to conceive and talk of an ag.-e tole refidence above 
the region of the clouds. It had been reafonable, in order to deferibe the cold felt 
upon the fummit of mountains, to infift upon the fliort duration of the power or aftion 
of the fun, which falls but for a few hours upon each of their fides, and frequently not 
at all. An horizontal plain, w hen the fky is clear, «is fubjetf, in the middle of the day, 
to the perpendicular action of his rays, the force of which nothing can ditninifh : whereas 
an inclined furface, the fides of an high point of rocks, almoft perpendicular, can only 
be played upon by them. But let us cfonfider for a moment an iniialated point, in the 
mid ft of an elevated atmofphere, ancf draw an abftra&ion from all mountains, and even 
clouds which float in the air. 

The more diaphanous the centre may be, the lefs of heat it will imbibe from the im- 
mediate a&ion of the fun. The facility with which a very tranlparent body gives paf- 
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fage to the rays, is evidence that its fmall particles is fcarcely affe&ed by them. Indeed, 
what impreffion can it receive, oppofmg no obftacle tp their paffage ? According to 
the obfervation I have formerly made, the light, when formed of parallel rays, Iofes not 
here below one hundred thousandth part of its force traverfing a foot of free air. One 
may judge from this, how few of the rays are deadened, or can aft upon this fluid, in 
pafling through a bed whofe thicknefs (I will not confine myfelf to fay) is not an inch 
or a line, but I will even fay, is not the fimple diameter of a molecule. In the mean- 
• time, fubtilty and tranfparency are the greater as more elevated : the natural eye, in 
looking at objeds at a diftance in the Cordelier, will fometimes perceive this. Finally, 
the groffer air heats below, by its contad with, or vicinage, to deafer bodies that it fur- 
rounds, and upon which it creeps ; and the heat may communicate itfelf with it, nearer 
and nearer, to a certain diftance. The lower part of the atmofphere, by this means, 
daily contrads a very confiderable heat; and it will be the greater, to its degree of denfity. 
But this, we know, is not the cafe at a league and a half, or two leagues above the fur- 
lace of the earth, although the light, when it palfes there, fhould be more vivid. The 
air and the wind muft neceffarily then be very cold ; and the more elevated the fitua- 
tion in the atmofphere, the more penetrating it muft be. 

Further, the heat we ftand in need of to exift, is not limply that we receive every 
inftant immediately from the fun. The momentary degree of this heat correfponds but 
with a fmall portion of that which all the bodies which prefs upon us have contraded, 
and by which ours is pretty nearly regulated. The adion of the fun does but merely 
maintain in the fame ftate the aggregate of total heat, by fupplying the diminution it conti- 
nually differs from the night. If the degrees added are greater than thofe loft, the 
body of heat, as in fummer, will augment, and it will incrcafe more and more to a cer- 
tain line ; but, conformably to what we have l'een, this addition, or this total, thus to 
exprefs it, of a|jjumulated degrees, can never reach far up the fumtnit of a high moun- 
tain, the moft elevated point of which is generally but of fmall fiae. This is i-.e 
caufe why the changes in the thermometer were fo great upon Pichincha ; while at Quito 
they were fo little, and ftill lefs on the fea fide. The loweft ftate of the thermometer, 
at gvery place, has always relation to the degree of heat imbibed by the foil, and this 
quantity being very fmall upon the i’ummit of the mountain, the portion fupplied by the 
fun during the day muft neceffarily be found relatively greater. 

It is certain one may compare the heat the earth contrads by the con/lant adion of 
the fun, with the molt part of other phylical effeds, which augment by degrees, and 
are comprehended in limits they cannot pafs. The degrees of augmentation which 
refult from the complication of the whole, are never continually equal : thefe degrees, 
principally, if confidered in the middle of their progrefs, go on diminiihing, till they 
become nothing, or till the died ceafing to augment, reaches the utmoft verge of 
accretion. Now it follows from hence, that the leffer the accumulated heat is, or the 
further diftant from its maximum, the more augmentation it will admit in an equal time 
by the adion of even the fame agent. 

There is yet another Angularity peculiar to the elevated parts of the Cordelier, and 
which arifes front the fame caufe ; and that is, when you pals out of the (hade into 
the fun, a greater difference or alteration is felt in the temperature of the air than 
here during our fined days : 'there are times' when every thing confpires at Quito to 
render the fun exceedingly piercing ; one ftep only is neceflary into the (hade, and we 
are almoft fenfible of the cold, a circumftance that could nqt be, were the body of 
heat acquired by the earth much more confiderable. This explains why the fame 
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thermometer placed in the lhade, and afterwards in the fun, undergoes in no weather or 
place any proportional alteration. Upon Pichincha, this inftrument commonly ftands 
m the morning fome degrees below the freezing point, which muft be regarded as the 
natural temperature of the ftation ; but let this inftrument be expofed during the day 
to the fun, it is not difficult to conceive the effect will be very great, and much more 
than double in whatever manner meafured. 

There remains another object, the laft to be confidered on this fubjeft, which is, to 
explain why fometimes we experience an excefs of cold, while the thermometer indicates 
but a moderate degree of it. It feems that three or four degrees, at which this iuftru- 
ment ftands below the freezing point, does not correfpond with all the inconvenience, 
it is better to fay, with all our buffering : but we ought to recoiled that we had left a 
very temperate climate, of which wc had made to ourfelves, as it were, a new country, 
and that our removals into another had always been very fudden. It is known from 
daily experience, in the countries we fpeak of, that the heat and cold are but relatively 
great, and that our prefent difpofition depends in a great meafure on the place we have 
quitted. When we afeend or defeend the Cordelier, and pal's the places elevated fix or 
feven hundred toifes above the fea, we feel the cold or heat in the fame place, as we may 
happen to have come from below or above it ; if from below, we are cold ; on the 
contrary, we are in the moft violent perfpiration when coming down from an height on 
which it freezed. 

We had already remarked fomething fimilar to this, when in our own iftands we had 
to afeend the higheft of the mountains there. After a journey of five or fix hours at 
Martinique, wc attained the fummit of Pele'e at one o’clock in the afternoon, and we 
were fhivering with cold, although tj^ thermometer ftood yet at degrees above the 
freezing point : it is even neceffary our refidence in any place Ihould be of confiderable 
length, to know that we could make it our conftant one ; and this proves that our pores 
do not eafily undergo an alteration, and that we do not all at once take a difpofition of 
body congenial with each climate. Here we may difeern the caufe of ail thofe unfor- 
tunate accidents happening at times to thofe obliged to pafs over fome very high ridge 
or defile on leaving or entering the Cordelier. By the interception of the wind 
by the mountain we find a fpecies of ftielter, and enjoy a temperate climate in our afeent ; 
but no fooner have we reached the ridge, than we are all at once feized on by the cold, 
rendered incomparably ftiarper by the frozen particles carried by the impetuofity of 
the wind that rifes upon us. Let it be reflected how much the hafte of this change 
differs from the flownefs with which our different feafons are brought on, and the dan- 
ger to which we arc expofed under fuch circumftances will be the better imagined. I 
have had alfo more than once or twice occafion to remark, that a very little difference of 
elevation in very high ftations make a very confiderable one in their temperature : fome- 
times the weather where I have been ftationed has been but moderately unfavourable. 
When at thirty or forty toifes above me on the part of the mountain covered with inow, 
on which the ftorm feemed moft to prefs, I could clearly behold it was very different. 
Some travellers have only been able to preferve themfelves, when the ftorm jjas been of 
Ihort duration, by ripping up the belly of their horfes, and fheltering themfelves in 
them. 

I have already mentioned a paffage at the Foot of Chimborazo, above the Guaya- 
quil, or Caracol : but there is another pals, infinitely more to be dre&ded, and is the 
moft famed in all South America ; ft is named the Pafs of Gouanacas, lituated in 
2 ° 34' N. latitude, between Popayan and the little town of Plata. This pals conducts 
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over the eaftern Cordelier, which maintains its height, its fumnnis $ certain diftanccs 
all along being covered with fnow, keeping its firft dire&ion, and terminating at about 
one hundred leagues northwards, towards the confluence of the rivers Cauca and 
Magdalene, between which it pafles from Papayan. The Pafs of Gouanacas is never 
hazarded without the utmoft dread, particularly when it is taken approaching the eaftern 
fide. It is neceflary to encamp as high as one can, or rather to flop at a village, which 
is of the fame name, on the exterior of it ; and it is alio neceflary abfolutcly to refolve 
to wait there, if thy blacknefs of the clouds fufpended above us gives indication of bad 
weather. The mules, which are ufed always in thefe journeys, on account of their fure- 
footednefs and Arerigfh, are ftill more expofed to the dangers of this pafs ; they have not 
only, like their mailers, to guard againft the intenfenefs of the cold, but they are worn 
out with fatigue : for more than two leagues on this way, the bones of thefe animals 
that have died in the journey lie fo thick, that it is not poflible to let a fool down with- 
out treading on them. I have been obliged to encounter this defile in order to embark 
on the river Magdalene for Carthagcna, dn my return to Europe. As I crofted it from 
the interior of the Cordelier, 1 mult nccelfarily have been in a fltuation more able to 
buffet with the labour of the paflage, on the fouth fide of which, and at a dillance of 
from four to five leagues, there is a very high mountain covered with fnow, called 
Cocounoucou, an old volq^po, now abfolufely extinguiflied, and on the north another 
mountain, covered in the fame manner with fnow, which is that of Ilouila. Upon the 
fummit of the defile is a fmall lake, the water of which was not frozen ; and, at 
lefs than one hundred toifes from each other, on one fide are found the fources of 
the Cauca, and on the other the fources of the Magdalene. I law many packages 
that had been left by travellers on their route, but we chofe to leave them ’to an- 
other time, preferring this to the not getting out of this dangerous pafs between 
fun-rife and funfet. I eftimate the diltance between Popayan and La Plata at from 
nineteen to twenty leagues, while the journey commonly requires twenty or twenty- 
two days. « 

Although the mountains are rendered inacceflible by the fnow, above the lower 
freezing boundary, yet M. Condamine and myfelf afeertded the volcano of Pichin- 
cha in the month of June 1742, which is another fummit more elevated than the iirif, 
behind which, with refpecV to Quito, it is fituated. We found ourlelvcs furroimded 
with fnow; it blocked up for fomc days all the road to us, and we, were fometimos 
obliged to exert ourfelves very much to prevent it cru filing our rents down upon 
us, under which we were flickered ; from its recent fall, and yielding to the pref- 
fure of our fteps, the declivity, too, not being precipitous, nor the dillance long, we 
were able to reach the height and the edge of the volcano, whofe different eruptions 
had proved fatal to Quito. The extreme Iharpncls of the cold would not allow us to 
remain little more than half a quarter of an hour. It occurred to us, in our infpebliou 
of the places, that two obftacles had fufpended the great effect of the volcano upon the 
town ; one was the interpolation of the ftony fummit, upon which we made the long 
and diftre^jng ftay ; *the other, the half-circle of rocks upon the mouth of the volcano, 
to the fide of Quito, the refiftance of which determined the direction of the erupted 
matter generally another way. It is fingular, wdiile we were in the midft of our exami- 
nation, another volcano in the eaftern chain flamed beneath us, Cotopaxi, which, by 
melting its fnowS, recalled to our recollection its ancient ravages, and one of the molt 
remarkable epochs in the hiftory of thole countries. 

M. Condamine and myfelf afeended once more above the lower boundary of perpetual 
fnow, upon Chouflalong, or Le Cora$on do Barionucvo, another mountain, one of the 
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hills of which ? f$Ved us as a bafis to our triangles. Its ftony parts were formed like the 
roof of a houfe, and its northern extremity being almoft quite bare of fnow, we availed 
ourfelves, though with much labour, of the circumftance : when we had reached the 
height, we found ourfelves covered with ice. The height of the mountain is 2476 toifes, 
conformable to the geometrical admeafurements I have taken of it : the mercury in the 
barometer was at 1 5 inches 9 lines, rather more than 1 2 inches 3 lines lower than on the 
fea-fhore. A barometer had never before been taken fo high, and there is much pro- 
bability that no pcrfon had ever been at the fame place ; for thcfe forts of journeys are 
attempted without a motive. The love of riches, which moves fo many people at Peru, 
as every where elle, fo far from leading them up fuch elevated rocks, rather urges them 
to feekand ranfack the hollows beneath. 

It is enough that the lirlt bed of fnow that has fallen upon a mountain has not been 
fubjeft to be diflolvcd ; that the firfl and fecond fhould be ftill lefs liable : thus, it feems, 
the fnow raufl neceffarily increafe in thicknefs, till, lofmg its fhelving form, it finks, 
which an earthquake may alfo occafion it to do. Maffes large as a houfe have been 
feen to roll down, and have kept their body, although confiderably below the line of 
the level we have mentioned, by reafon they have fallen under fhade into fome hollow 
or deep ravine. The wind covers' thefe mafies with fantL which attaches itfelf to them, 
hence they lofe their whitenefs, and may be niiftaken forreal rocks, of which they par- 
take almoft of the hardnefs. One of thefe maffes having fallen from Cotopaxi in 1739, 
I afeertained fome months after a part of the thicknefs of the fnow on the mountain : I 
meafured it by the aid of a micrometer, examined it in various places, and found it 
fifty-four feet thick, although this could only be confidered as' a part of the whole 
thicknefs. I had occafion, at the beginning of the year 1743, iL.meafure another 
thicknefs, though a partial one, and 1 found it feventy-fix feet, at the time the moun- 
tain was vomiting torrents of ftnoke and flame. 


PART III. 

REMARKS, OH PARTICULAR OBSERVATIONS, UPON THE NATURE OF THE SOIL, EARTH- 
QUAKES, VOLCANOES, &C. 

HTHE mountains around Quito appear to contain but few'metals, notwithflanding, in re- 
A mote and even at the present times, gold in duft has been found. The places where 
they actually find a confide.able quantity of this precious metal, particularly in duft, 
are commonly fituated mu_h lower. On the north fide of the equator, and at two 
degrees diftant from it, the Cordelier is perceived to have almoit loft all its height : 
fcarcely it pofieffes one-fourth of the elevation it has in the environs of Quito; it 
afterwards rifes again very fuddenly near to Popayan, which is fituated at from eight 
to nine hundred toifes above the level of the fea*, but it lowers once -again, not the 
eaftern part, but the other chain on the fide of the South Sea, which, turning afidc 
to the weft, after having thrown out a branch to the eaft of the gtilph of Darien, 
takes the way of the ifthmus of Panama, dividing the Choco from the reft of South 
America, and paffes on to Mexico. ’ 

* The mercury flood in the barometer at Popayan at 22 inches 1 Oy lines ; nor would it vary, as is the 
cafe in all elevated places in the torrid'zonc, beyond l\ line. 
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There is much gold contained in the weftern Cordelier, as alfo in the bafe of the 
eaftern one, and in another very long chain, which breaks a little to the fouth of Po- 
payan, and afterwards palling on by Santa Fe de Bogota and Merida, ends towards 
Caraccas upon the North Sea ; as the gold-dull is found in fituations low with re- 
fpe£t to the reft of the Cordelier, it is never difcovered till two beds of different 
ftrata are removed, under which it lies concealed. The firll is of ordinary or the com- 
mon earth, three or four feet thick, and fometimes ten or twelve ; beneath is often 
found a ftratum or bed not fo thick, of a yellowilh colour, and yet lower a third, of a 
violet colour, which is often three or four feet in thicknefs, but fometimes not an inch, 
and this it is with which the gold is mixed. The colour of the earth changes again 
below, becomes black as at the lurface, and contains no metal. It appears as it the 
gold, before it had been covered by the two upper ftrata, had been walhed by the run- 
ning waters. We are alfo allured that this foil, once walhed or robbed of their riches, 
never produces them more, which proves that the gold had been, as it were, depolited 
there : it is probable this may not hold good with regard to other mines, in which the 
metal may be incorporated with fomc ftony fubltance. It is pretended in thcfe laft, 
which, properly fpeaking, are the mines, and which are found in the bowels of the 
mountains, though I have never feen them, and are only found beyond the fouth of the 
equator, there is a daily new 'pbdu&ion of metallic matter. 

In the environs of Popayan, as is the cafe at Quinamajor, Ikrbacoa, and even at 
Choco, the fituation of which places 1 have already noticed, they do not carry away 
the foil to be walhed, as is done at Chili : to do this would be almoft always too diffi- 
cult, and even impoffible, particularly as the roads are impracticable for bealts when 
burthened. The gold is feparated from the earth by an operation upon the fpot : a 
trench is made of about forty feet in length, according to the inclining of the foil, to 
which they give from five to fix in breadth ; the two firft ftrata are thrown out, and 
water paffes through the excavation by means of an opening at the lower extremity ; 
while this is palling five or fix men are labouring in the water with Ihovels and iron 
rakes to feparate the earth which contains the metallic particles. This labour will laft 
for a fortnight or three weeks, and until all the parts of the third bed comprehended 
in the fpace have not only been diluted, but drawn away, and nothing remains at the 
bottom but the gold-dull, with the heavieft part of the fand. They know when they 
have dug a fufficient depth by the blacknefs of the earth adhering to the implements 
they ufe in digging. There is no failure of water in the country, where the rain 
falls almoft inceffantly ; at the fame time, as the foil is not competent to the retention 
of it, they have fometimes to go far in fearch of it ; and their right to it in the fo rolls is 
difputed, fo that they are obliged fometimes to purchafe it very dear, and it is really ob- 
tained but by weight of gold ; and the expcnce is great to convey it to the places where 
they want it, which is done by a fort of aquedufts, haftily conftructed of the bamboos 
I have before mentioned. This difficulty, joined with a want of provifvons, which in 
thefe places are not to be got at, or which they have not time to cultivate, obliges them 
frequently to abandon their works in different places, rich in the extreme. 

The remainder of the labour, the gold-dull, and the fand with which it is intermix!, 
once collected, Jakes up but little time ; a few walhings are fufficient ; 'for which purpofc 
they ufe a fort of diffi or bafon, in which they tofs it about, and pour it off from time to 
time. The operation is frequently forwarded by the glutinous juice of certain plants, 
which fixes upon the fand, but not with the fame facility on the gold : when the latter 
is drawn away by the fand, which often happens, they ufe the loadftone to liberate it. 
Sometimes they have recourfe to a very oppofite expedient : they make ufe of mercury ; 
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to Choco they are frequently under the neceflity of doing this, as the metal is found 
mixed with the platina, a fpecies of pyrite peculiar to the country. The artifts who 
work in the deferts of America fliould be acquainted only with the fimplcft modes of 
chemical operations. To withdraw the quickfilver without lofing any of it, they con- 
tent themfelves with a wooden dilh or bafon, in which they put a certain quantity of 
water ; in the middle they lay two tiles, upon which they put another, heated, arid 
which is intended to fupport the amalgamation, and then cover the whole with a lefler 
bafon, fo that it may throw back the exhaling mercury into that below. The gold in 
the environs of Popayan is from twenty-one to twenty -two carats. One of thefe trenches, 
the ditnenlions of which I have'given, will not give fometimes more than a Angle mark, 
but frequently five or fix, and even as far as eighteen or twenty, when they have been 
fortunate in their difeovery. Grains of a very confiderable fize are fometimes found. 

Quito cannot boalt of poffefling thofe riches, fo ambitioufly fought after, that are 
found in Choco, but it poffefles a more fubftantial blefling in the goodnefs of its foil. I 
will add to what I have already noticed, that they have frequently there the pleafure to 
behold the trees bearing at the fame time blolfom, buds, and fruit. It cannot be 
doubted that the perfect equality of the feafons is favourable to thofe trees peculiar to 
hot countries, though it appears to have rather a contrarw^ileft upon thofe tranfplanted 
there from Europe. A convenient temperature for thenatter may eafily be found in 
the Cordelier, but, as the heat is not diftributed there as with us, there mull be always 
fomething wanting ; they cannot, as it were, repofe themfelves for a certain time, and 
at another, fo aft as to colleft their whole force ; and this may be the reafon why our 
fruits never reach the perfection they acquire in Europe. Perhaps, among thofe of the 
country, there are alfo fome which might be improved by changes in the feafons ; for 
even the tree which produces the moft delicious fruit that I am acquainted with, Jofesits 
leaves every year. 

This fruit, which I can compare to none of ours, and which I lhould be tempted to 
place in a rank above any, is called Chirimoya : it is frequently larger than the Iargeft 
of our apples ; its (kin is rather tougher, though not quite fo thick as that of our fig, 
and of deeper colour, and is in a manner covered with feales, flightly formed, or as they 
might have been engraven with a chifel ; the pulp is white and fibrous, but infinitely 
delicate. The Anana, when well chol'en, and thoroughly ripe, is alfo of exquifite fla- 
vour, and the moft perfeft perfume : but the moft part of other fruits, which leaves not 
a little degree of acidity behind their flavour, have in the torrid zone a tafte of caflia or 
fome other, difagreeable to thofe not accuftomed to it. 

After all, it is not clear that, with additional attention, it would not be poffible, not 
only to improve the quality of thefe fruits, but to iucreafe their quantity. Agriculture, 
notwithftanding the fmiling appearance of the plains, is, as arc all oilier arts, extremely 
neglefted in Spanifli America, where they ignorantly renounce many advantages it 
would coft them little to benefit from. It will be with difficulty credited, though the 
foCt is not to be difputed, confidering the great number of people who go every year 
into thefe countries, and cannot be conceived entirely ignorant of gardening, that the 
trees of Peru are all wild : they underftand not here to convey the fap of one tree into 
another, and as little do they comprehend the utility of thinning them of their branches. 
Thus muft we be ignorant of the real Value of all thefe fo naturally'fertile lands. We 
can only comprehend that they are dapable of being rendered more productive, fince 
they are fo very liberal, with fo little trouble to the inhabitants, in their gifts. 

Perhaps the afhes thrown out at the eruption of the volcanoes, when perfectly incor- 
porated with the foil, may contribute much to its fecundity ; the whole country abounds 
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in falts, almoft every morning the falt-petre appears lightly, like meal, fpread over 
divers places of the ftreets and ways ; I merely relate thefe particular things, and relate 
them only becaufe I think them worthy of notice. M. de Tournefort has obferved that 
the water-melons thrive well in the faline foils of Armenia, particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of Trois-Eglifes (three churches). To judge by the courfe of the rivers as 
laid down in our maps, we mult imagine this laft place to be very elevated. I was much 
furprifed to find a place at fifteen or fixteen leagues north of Quito, in every refpefl; 
like to the fouth of the river of Mira. The foil there, particularly in the village of 
Saint Catherine de Salines, is fufficiently impregnated with fait, to furnilh the whole 
province with that article : excellent water-melons grow in the fame place, and the 
whole of the canton is the moll fruitf ul of the Cordelier. 

It is eafy enough to examine into all the depth necclfary of the foil in Peru, the 
earth being there cut into ravines ; thefe are found frequently of two hundred toifes 
broad by from fixty to eighty in depth, fome even more confiderable. Many of 
them may have been the effect of earthquakes, but the mod part have been caufcd 
by the rapid currents of water from the mountains, capable in Itorms of carrying 
every thing along with them ; yet thefe llreams at other times are fo fhallow that 
one may pafs over them without wetting one’s feet ; fqmetimes the fides of thefe 
ravines are cut perpendicularly down, and if we give ourfelves the trouble of going 
to their origin, we difcover they begin by a vertical fall, which fomctimes is not 
announced by the height of the lurface. We frequently walk over a gentle declining 
fward, and on a fudden come upon the brink of one of thefe precipices. 

It is only necclfary to feck out fome convenient defcent into thofe fpecies of large 
beds of rivers, which contain at all times but little water, to examine, as one would 
defire, all the qualities of the different llratas of the foil. No veftige is diltinguilhable 
there of thofe violent inundations which have left fo many marks of their ravages in 
every other region. I have taken every poflible means, but always .without fuccefs, 
to difcover any fhells ; probably the mountains of Peru are too high. You fee much 
of that black fand which is attracted by the loadltone, and it is eafy to recognife that 
the flrata, the different Ihades of which are very diftinct, fo far from being the efl'edt 
of different alluvions, are rather the expanfion of matters vomited from the volcanoes ; 
almoft every thing there has the appearance of being the work of fire. Some of thefe 
mountains are, to a very great depth, compol'ed but of fcoriae, of putnice-ftones and 
fragments of burnt Hones of all lizes, and fomctimes all concealed beneath a ftratuin 
of common earth, which bears both herbage and even trees. Thefe materials are 
ranged in beds of different thicknefs, which diminilh in proportion to their diilance 
from the mountain: they are obferved to reduce themfelves to a foot, half a foot, 
and to an inch ; nor are they loft fight of for four or five leagues, when they get into 
the vicinage of fome other volcano, and then the fame effect becomes vifible a§ in 
the firft. 

Thefe remarks have been made chiefly at the foot of Cotopaxi, which is become a 
mutilated cone, the fummit of which has been carried away : ithe bafe of this volcano 
is rounded, and has taken a regular form by the effufion of matter which has not been 
thrown out with force enough, or which was too light to be impelled. I have before 
faid, that the ftorff pyramids found at the fifmmit of almoft every mountain, have 
been only laid bare, perhaps, by the fudden rolling of the foil from them, or by the 
imperceptibility of their fall. But the caufe, there is much reafon to imagine, has 
been different with rcfpeCt to many of them, and poflibly with Pichiugha, to which 
we now allude. It is not impoffible that the rock which is burnt and black, and which 
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contains much of that matter attracted by the loadftone, has been heaved up by the 
aftion of a fubterraneous fire ; this fire having been w ithout fufficient force to make 
its way through the fummit of the rock, had found other avenues to its rage. 

To return to Cotopaxi, we difcovered at its bafe, beds of burnt ftone reduced to 
very fmall particles, in thicknefs equal to five or fix times the height of a man ; the 
upper bed is the thickeft, and is rhe fame I doubt not that fpreads iffclf very wide, 
and is hid under the good foil, which was originally nothing ell’e than afhes. I am 
led to believe we mufi attribute the upper bed of calcined ltones to the dreadful erup- 
tion taken notice of by hiftorians, which took place after the death of Atahualpa, King 
of Quito, about the beginning of 1533, and of which we have viewed with greater 
afionifhment other more extraordinary vcltiges, — Hones of from more than eight to 
nine feet diameter, carried to the diiiance of three leagues, many of which form 
furrows that indicate the volcano from whence they were ejected. Thefe large 
Hones arc not burnt like thofe with which the bafe of the mountain is covered, and 
could not have been ejected fo far but at the firH effort of the explofton. Thus it 
leans a like eft'eft is not to be apprehended while the month of the volcano continues 
of its preient breadth, which appears to be fix hundred toifes. 

The Indians pretend this difafier was announced to them, and they conlidered it as 
the fatal moment when any oppofition to the Hrangers who were come to fubjugate 
theifl, and had already much advanced their conqueH, was become ufelefs. Pedro 
Cieca de Lion, Garcilaflo, Herrera, and all the other hifiorians mention this circum- 
ftance ; they attribute thefe predictions in part to Huayana Capac, the twelfth and lafi 
emperor, and father of Atahualpa ; this volcano, which is from five to fix leagues 
diflant, is called Latacunga. Were we authorifed to compute the different eruptions 
by the multitude of different beds of calcined Hones, found at the foot of this moun- 
tain, having no regard to the interior beds, we might fet it down the twentieth in 
fucceflion : apparently .there has been an iflue of new matters, and of different colours 
and fpecies at every eruption, and have been fucceflively ejected as they are diverfely 
arranged in the bofom of the mountain. In the mean time, there can be no doubt of 
there having been many conflagrations, and it is as certain that that of the year 1533 
has not been able alone, to fupply the quantity of matter lying at the foot of the vol- 
cano. Had all the different beds been ejected at the fame time, the divers eflablifh- 
ments the Indians had in the environs of it, would have been entirely deftroyed, 
whereas lome of thefe are yet in being; but nature forgetting, thus to exprafs myielf, 
her flow manner of aCfing, embraced all this portion of the Cordelier in the convulfion. 
I have obferved thefe broken beds in the environs of a place called Tioupoulou, at 
more than four leagues from the volcano, and more than fertv feet in depth ; how 
prodigious niui! have been the agitation thus to have fractured, and piled them upon 
one another in the manner we find they are ! 

It was apparently, in remote times, and perhaps ere the country was yet inhabited, 
that was formed that mafs of pumice-Hones which is at nearly l’even leagues from Coto- 
paxi. Toe putnice-llor.es found upon the mountains are only of a certain bignefs, and 
fimply fragments. Bui in this place of the Cordelier w r hich correipoiuis with our tenth 
triangle, thele Hones are whole rocks, parallel {helves of from five to fix feet thick, 
within a fpace of more than a fquare league, the depth of which is' unknown. Only 
imagine the nature, and what mult have been the volume of fire capable of throwing 
this enormous mals into fufion, and doing it at once, and in the place where it now is ; 
for it is eaiy to ficisiy oneVfelf it has never been thrown out of order, and that it has 
cooled in the very place it has been liquified. The neighbourhood has profited by 
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this immenfe quarry, the whole of the little town of Latacunga, in which there are 
fome very pretty houfes, has been built entirely of the ftone taken from it, fince the 
earthquake which deftroyed it in 1698. 

The laft burning of Cotopaxi (1742,) which began in our prefence, *did no mif- 
chief but by the melting of the fnows j although it made a new opening at the fide 
near the center of the portion of the mountain continually fnowed, while the flames 
made their way at the funnnit of the truncated cone. There were two fudden inunda- 
tions, viz. the 24th of June, and the ninth of December ; but the lafl is incomparably 
the greateft. We mud firft mention that the water fell at the lead from feven to eight 
hundred toifes. It overthrew in its firft impetuofity the poft we had availed ourfelves 
of as a ftation for our fixth and feventh triangles. The furges .it formed in the plain 
were lifted up more than fixty feet, and in fome places more than one hundred and 
twenty. Not mentioning the infinite number of cattle it carried away, it fwept along 
with it from five to fix hundred houfes ; and was the occafion of the death of from 
eight to nine hundred perfons. All thefe waters had a courfe of feventeen or eighteen 
leagues to run, or rather to ravage, to the fouth of the Cordelier, before they could find * 
an outlet at the foot of Tongouragoua ; the voyage of which was made in three hours 
and not more : hence the mean rapidity of the waters may be eftimated. But if we 
may be permitted to judge by the various effects produced at three or four leagues^jrom 
the mountain, its courfe muft have been after the rate of fifty feet in a fecond of time. 
There were very heavy ftones more than ten or twelve feet in diameter that had changed 
their places, and had been tranfported more than fourteen or fifteen toifes, upon an 
almoft horizontal furface. 

Every body at Quito was perfuaded that the waters iffued from the bowels of the 
mountain ; and this they were the more led to believe from the fignification attached 
to the word volcano, in that country. They pretend volcanoes are of two fpecies, t. c. 
fire and water. Indeed it is not impoflible that large collections *of water may be 
formed in thefe cavities, which lie high upon the mountain. This colle&ion, as M. 
Defcartes explains it, may be kept up by the evaporation of the waters below. If this 
evaporation is not the effect of the heat of the fun, a very ftrong one may be kept up 
by its contiguity to a fubterraneous fire ; and when thefe waters (hall have collected to 
a great quantity, we are not to be furprifed at its breaking down the walls or partitions 
that confine it, and that it Ihould fpread all at once over the face of the country. But 
we do not conceive this to be the cafe with refped to Cotopaxi, to prove that the 
waters boiled in the refervoir formed in the fummit of the mountain for their reception, 
and that it was the cxcefs of ebullition which occafioncd their burfting their bounds, 
they inftance the drowned carcaffes, which almoft all appear to have been expofed tp 
the aftion of boiling water. 

Many neceffary points with relation to the prefent fubjeft were cleared up to me 
on my vifiting the places. I had many teftimonials from perfons entitled to all confi- 
dence, who fortunately were refident but upon the edge, as it were, of the inundation ; 
who affured me the water was not hot. They obferved an oily matter which was in- 
flamed, and forced on before it ; and which might have produced the effect obfervable 
on the carcaffes. They affured me alfo, when they heard the great noife which pro- 
bably was caufed'by the firft fall, the mountain was enveloped in the clouds, w hich 
abfolutely confutes the relation of thofe who gave out they had feen the waters like 
a river, rulh over the brink of the volcano, in a manner refembling liquor pouring from 
an inclining vafe. And laftly, it appears to me on examining the extent of the fpace which 
had been overflown, and every other circumftance attending the overflow, that a very 
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fmall quantity of water might have occafioned all the difafter. The inundation was not 
of more than a quarter of a minute’s duration in many places ; it was commenced by 
a Running noife ; neighbours reciprocally gave notice of the danger to each other j but 
many, inftq|d of taking to the neighbouring heights, met the danger. The waters 
difappeared m an inftant, and but for the melancholy veftiges and marks it left of its 
paflage, it might have been conceived as a dream. 1 fufped the fnow had melted for 
fome time upon the fummit of the volcano, and that below being more diftant from 
the fire, preferved its confiftence, and formed a kind of bafon with the ridge of the 
mountain ; but the melting always increding, and the weight augmenting too confi- 
tlerably, the waters muft neceffarily fall ; and with it many large malles of fuming 
fnow were obferved to be drawn along with them, and which, although broken, were 
yet more than fifteen or twenty feet diameter. 

Something fimilar to this happened when a violent earthquake overthrew the little 
town of Latacunga, and many hamlets or villages as far as Ambato, lying towards the 
third part of our meridian. A very high mountain fituated very near to Chimborazo, 
fell ; as even did fome others of lefs elevation which were upon the fame line, and 
whole fragments have been of ufe to us in our triangles. There ilTued fo great a quan- 
tity of water from them, as to caufe a great inundation in the neighbourhood of them, 
if foil falling, diluting, and metamorphofing itfelf into nnid may be called an inunda- 
tion ; but it was a mud fufficiently liquified to run under the form of ftreams and 
rivers, of which many veftiges are yet vifible. Cargavirazo, the higheft of thefe 
mountains, is now but of middling elevation. Others partially crumbled, one half 
fell, and the other remained ; having the fide from which the falling portion feparated, 
too fteep to be afeended. I had the curiofity to go up one of thefe mountains named 
Pugnalic, at the foot of which we had a fignal ; 1 met with an infinity of clefts, which 
obliged me to proceed with caution, and the foil appeared to me extremely pul- 
verifed. Cargavirazo, when it loft its height, took a dwarf conical figure ; there muft 
be much fait contained in it, which aids congelation. Although it is much below the 
line of the lower level of the fnow on other mountains, yet is its fummit continually 
covered with fnow ; and is the only marked exception to what is generally obferved. 
Whole fields planted with trees are noticed, that have evidently been detached and 
carried to fome leagues from each other. At Latacunga the calamity was in the ex- 
treme, whole families were buried together under the fame roof, and abfolutely there 
was not a houfe in which they had not to lament the death of fome one inhabiting it. 
This dreadful feene took place on the 20th of June 1698, one hour after mid-night, 
and the whole mifehief was caufed by the firft fhock. 

It is not aftonifhing that judicial aftrology at Peru fhould pretend to a prognoftication 
of the periods of earthquakes and volcanic irruptions. A tafte for th's vain fcience is 
preferved in every country, where true fcience has yet made but little progrefs. A 
curious man, a fubftitute of the profeffor of mathematics in the univerfity of Lima, 
publifhed, in 1729, a work, under the title D'Horloge Ajironomique des Tremblemens 
dc Terre , (ai. Aftronomical Dial of the Earthquakes,) in which he confined himfelf to 
mark out the fatal hours during which they were to be apprehended. In 1734, he fent 
out another book into the world, wherein he imparted to the public a Tragic Period, to 
fervfi? as a rule to diftinguifh the years .fubjeft to fimilar accidents^ and he did not 
fcruple to advance, that if, in 1729, his aftronomical dial was already confirmed by one 
hundred and forty-three obfervations, he had, in 1734, colle&ed feventy others, equally 
conformable thereto. It has been long obferved, that maritime places are more ex- 
pofed to thefe dreadful phenomena than inland ones. If we glance over the places of the 
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old world, where volcanoes have been, we lhall find them to have been fituated on 
iflands, or upon the fhores of the fea. The Alps, /or example, are not fuBjed to 
earthquakes ; it is the portion of Italy advancing upon the Mediterranean, So, it is in 
America. There may be fometimes a collection of inflammable matter congealed in the 
bowels of the earth, waiting only for water to take fire. Now, on any unufual rife of 
the fea, occafioned either by the flux or reflux of its tide, or from being Amply im- 
pelled by the winds, it may make its way over the banks within which it is confined, into 
divers fubterraneous canals, and find an entrance into many places, which under any 
other circumftance it could not otherwife do. 

It follows, evidently, from hence, that all the circumftances of the moon’s motion, 
fo fenfibly affecting the flux and reflux of the fea, may alfo extend themfelves to earth- 
quakes and volcanic irruptions. Thus an aftrologer, continually talking of the head 
and tail of the dragon, of the moon, of the diftance of this planet from the fun, and 
its fituation, with regard to his apogason or perigaeon, and talking of them as he ever 
does, in a vague and undetermined manner, may by hazard advance many things in 
this particular divination not altogether void of fenfe. 1 have ever confidered the fub- 
jeft worthy of difeuflion ; and I will now, in a few words, offer here the refult of my 
obfervations, which falls naturally within the plan of this relation. 

The great number of individual caufes which contribute to thefe dreadful accidents, 
is, perhaps, the reafon why the concurrence of many of them often fupply what is 
wanted on the fide of others ; but the precife inftant, and even the time of the 
effeCt muft be, neceffarily, more uncertain. Perhaps the heat of the fun may alfo 
have fome influence : we know, at leaft, that it is aflifting to the inflaming ingredients 
or matters chemills fometimes mix together, to give us a reprefentation of a volcano 
when emitting fire. The town of Lima has been three times deftroyed : the firft time, 
in 1586 ; the two laff, in 1687 and 1746. The firft difafter happened in July the 9th ; 
but the two others in October the 1 9th and 28th ; after the eqyinoCtial tides had 
thrown a great quantity of water into the fubterraneous cavities, and when the fun, 
advancing in the auftral hemifphere, began to difpenfe his greateft heat. There have 
been three other very confiderable earthquakes; the one of the 17th June 1678, we 
cannot urge as an example to our purpofe ; but the other two happened in November the 
27th and 13th, one in 1630, and the laft in 1655. 

Thus, it appears, that of the fix violent earthquakes with which 'Lima has been 
afflicted, inftead of having happened at feafons in the year remote from each other, 
four have takea place in the months of October and November. This Angularity may, 
perhaps, be regarded as chance : but, is it not poflible, that the return of the heat, and 
high tides, may have contributed thereto ? The gales that blow upon the coaft of Peru 
in the environs of Lima, may have a tendency to keep thefe back in the September 
equinox, longer than in other places, confidering alfo, that numbers of thefe places are 
fituated far fouthward, although in the torrid zone. T he communication there is be- 
tween the different fubterraneous cavities may alfo give a wider fcope to the effect of 
the flux and reflux of the tide. The molt violent of the different earthquakes I have 
felt, threw down fome houfes in the vicinage of Latacunga, and killed many people. 
There was feen at the fame time, although not at the fame .hour, a flame iffuing 
from a lake, on* a neighbouring mountain. * This was at the beginning of Decem- 
ber of the year 1736. From other firuilar • obfervations I have made, and all 
things elfe confidered, it appears to me, confining myfelf to a fimple fad, that if in all 
feafons in Peru they 4$re liable to thefe difaftrous phenomena, they are neverthelefs 
rather more liable to them in the latter months of the year. 
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The author we have already fpoken of, affures us there is abfolutely no other critical 
time , than that of the fix hours and fome minutes the moon takes up to pafs the horary 
circle between three and nine. This is precifely the time of reflux : for it is full fea 
upon almoft all the Coaft of South America in the South Sea, when the moon pafles the 
horary circle at three. But let us examine how many different circumftances muft 
concur to prove that our author’s rule muft be an exaft one. It is neceffary the focus 
• of the fire be always in the fame place ; the water muft always take the fame courfe, 
enter always with the fame celerity, and that the mixture ever take up exaftly the fame 
portion of time to enflame. If it is not neceffary that all thefe circumftances fhould 
concur, very exaft compenfation fhould at leaft be made to fupply the defeft. The 
earthquake, alfo, of the year 1746, which occafioned the deftruftion of Lima, did not 
happen while the moon was on her way of the horary circle between three and nine, 
but, on the contrary, while fhe was paffing the fame circle between nine and three. 
The tragic period is not lefs falfe. The author pretends, that nothing is to be appre- 
hended but when the horns of the moon are found in the malignant figns of Scorpion, 
or Amphora ; whereas thefe horns were then in the figns of the Virgin and Pifces. 

There are few weeks during which fome flight fhocks of an earthquake are not felt ; 
if it is not in one place, it is in another ; frequently no perfon pays any attention to 
them, nor gives himfelf the trouble to colleft or mark their dates. An aftrologer, 
therefore, is at full liberty to boaft, that the obfervation has never been at variance with 
his conjedlures. The only earthquakes to be dreaded by him are thofe attendant with 
the tnoft difaftrous confequences. Happily thefe are rare, and may, after all, happen 
as well at one feafon as at another. They have always the wife precaution, not to con- 
fine their prognoftications within too narrow bounds ; and befide that, the pretended 
rule ought at leaft to quadrate with fome one precedent calamity, with thofe upon which 
they form them. 

After all, if we would proceed with any method to difeover if there is really a period 
that may be denominated tragic, we muft go another way to work. We fhould begin 
by the examination of the fimpleft fafts : the firft objeft of our obfervations, it feems 
to me, fhould be the eruptions of the volcanos. In truth, with refpeft to the return of 
earthquakes, the events are extremely complicated ; they may be tranfmitted folely by 
the contiguity of lands, though they be very remote from the point which correfponds 
to the upper focus of the eruption. In every place fhocks are felt around to a certain 
diftance, and yet we are ignorant where particularly to fix its origin : whereas the points 
of volcanoes are more determinate in every country, and, confequently, fupply us with 
lefs equivocal obfervations. Any regular returns of thefe eruptions have never been 
remarked ; and this muft neceffarily be the cafe with refpeft to earthquakes, which, for 
the reafons we have ftated, are lefs under the controul of any aik-, and becaufe that, 
in every place, they muft depend upon a great number of cafualties. The rain-waters 
very often produce the fame effects as the lea-water,* and it fhould be confidered, it is 
in the latter months that the rains fall the moft in the countries we are fpeaking of. 
Sometimes a very violent fhock in the Cordelier is felt but over a ■very confined fpace. 
There is then reafon to imagine the inflammable mafs lies very deep, and that the fea has 
no immediate connection with the accident. Both the fea and rains contribute to many 
fhocks, which is a double reafon they fhould be very frequent. * 

A comparifon of volcanic eruptiorfs with earthquakes throws fome light upon many 
particulars of thefe laft phenomena. Volcanoes, when in flames, aft, as it were, by 
fits ; the flame or fmoke is feen to iffue by whiffs or blafts. When I was engaged on 
©ne of our ftations at Senegualap, my night’s fleep was continually interrupted by the 
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roaring of the volcano of Macas, called Sangai. I was more than eighteen thousand 
toifes diftant from it ; notwithftanding, the noife was fo frightful, as every moment/to 
wake me. This mountain is of a conic form, wanting only the point, whofe fides are 
perfe&ly regular. The people of the country all agree, that the mafs of this mountain 
i$ continually diminilhing ; its adtual height above the.fea is two thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty-four toifes. The flames iffue from its fummit, and a ftream of inflamed mat- 
ter often rolls down one of its fides ; a ravine at its bafe has taken the name of the Sul ■ 
phur River. The roarings of the volcano are fometimes like the noife of a fharp peal 
of thunder ; but they quickly refume their regular periods, and rumbling founds, the 
repetition of which fo much incommoded me. I have obferved the fame puffs of fmoke 
iflue out at regular intervals from Cotopaxi, and form a fort of fheaves of light. The 
intervals between their emiflions, when I obferved them, were from forty-two to forty- 
three feconds. The inflamed matter in the interior of the volcano doubtlefs extended 
each time its dilatation : but this dilatation in part weakening, the inflammable parts 
alfo a little diminifhed ; w hich would open a way for the exterior air to re-enter, either 
by the upper or feme other opening. Perhaps, alfo, at this interval, other inflammable 
matter, unlocked' for, may find an eafy introduction ; and inllantly the eruption ac- 
quires additional force, and re-produces a new cmiflion of fmoke, or a new roar. 

The materials which take fire in the bowels of the earth, and which caufe earth- 
quakes, mutt neceffarily be fubject to the fame changes. When the fire takes in a con- 
cavity, the dilatation of the inflammable matter and air will naturally fpread wide, and 
be conveyed to other fubterraneous cavities communicating with the firft. The roof of 
the vault is alfo violently forced, as are its fides, although the mafs of matter lies precifely 
beneath. The direction of the effort will depend then upon the horizontal or inclined 
pofition of the cavity ; hence the caufe why fometimes the walls of buildings remain or 
not, according to the manner they are fituated. The roof of the vault returns to its pi ice, 
after the neceffary vibrations, which are independent of the attion of the fire. Their fpecd 
mutt depend upon the fize of the vault, its thicknefs, and the nature of the materials 
■of which it is formed. But the effort of the explofion abating a little, while the air be- 
comes much too compreffed in the adjacent cavities, it makes a violent reflux towards 
the place of eruption, which opens another accefs, and gives occafion to a new and 
more violent {hock. Thus there mutt neceffarily be returns marked by a more excel- 
five agitation ; and their intervals will be more fenfibly regular, till feme confiderable 
change happens, either in the inflamed matter, or the difpofition of the cavity. The 
weakeft fhocks are thofe from the earth already fhaken ; the ftrongeft thofe caufed im- 
mediately by the inflammation, vjjjhich are analogous to the roarings of the volcanoes, 
and which are repeated more or lefs frequently, according to the facility with which the 
materials take fire, and alfo, as their volume has relation with the extent of the fpaces 
in which they are inclofed. 

A country containing in it fo many inflammable materials, mutt be a fubjedt to fur- 
nifh many other remarks to natural hiftory. Nature has there, thus to exprefs myfelf, 
continually in her hands the materials and implements for .extraordinary operations. 
Exhalations may produce, in certain places, the fame cafualties as in the famous Grotto 
del Cani. Waters impregnated with mineral matters will make hot-baths, while, in 
other places, we mail fee them labouring at mcruftations and cryftalizations. But I 
muftwave thefe details till another time, that I may give you a little account of the 
part of America over which I paffed on my return. 


PART 
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PART, IV. 

. ‘ , V. 7 1 *! , ■ , ' . * 

J&ETURN OF THE AUTHOR FROM QUITO TO’ THE NORTH SEA, BY WAY OP THE RIVER 
MAGDALENE }— OBSERVATIONS* ON THE LOADSTONE, &C. &C. m . 

1X7 HEN I returned to Europe, and left Popayan, inflead of taking an immediately 

* * call direction, and palling out of the Cordelier by Guanacas, I could con- 
tinue my way northward between the two chains of mountains, and crofs the eaftem 
one near its extremity. The eaftem Cordelier has many ways over it. There is one 
about forty-five leagues more to the north, which leads from Cartago to Ibague, 
over which we muft be drawn by oxen, inftead of mules. Thefe /animals have rings 
through the cartilage of their nofes, to which are faftened leather thongs, which are 
ufed as reins : they have more ftrength to bear the fatigue of fo oppreflive a road ; the 
traveller is lefs expofed to being fatigued by their movements, which are flow ; and 
befides, the feet of oxen, by their particular make, are better adapted to extricate them- 
felves from the mires, in which are found neither any ftones, nor any folid body to pre- 
vent them finking. I had many reafons for preferring the Pafs of Guanacas ; but what 
induced me the more readily to make choice of it, was, being defirous of examining the 
courfe of the river Magdalene, I was very glad to reach as foon as poflible its Ihores^ 
I had traced a map of the countries I had gone over, and I propofed to myfelf to make 
one of thofe walhed by this river. 

It is exceedingly eafy for an oblerver to determine the fituation of any place, through 
which he is led, refpedively, in all this part of America. It is fufficient, with the com- 
pafs, to take the direction of the moft diftant mountains in view. We chance, after a 
few days, to journey at thebafeof thefe mountains, and others in the diftance prefent 
theinfelves to our fight. 1 found it equally eafy to afeertain the length of the way. My 
courfe was almoft always pretty exad to the north ; 1 made my way, as it almoft: 
always happens, but by Ihort journeys ; when one is obliged to carry one’s bed and 
provifions along with one ; befides our batings were frequent. Sometimes we have 
been flopped by the hidden fwelling of fome river, at others by our mules ftraying, 
which occafioned the lofs of part of a day to find them.' They are never tied to one 
another, but left at liberty, that they may find more eafily and with lefs rifk provender 
in the woods, and on the brinks of the precipices : there is no better method known 
to guard againft lofing them, than by accuftoming them to the company of horfes, 
which will ferve them as a guide, and will feldom wander far. I endeavoured to be- 
nefit all I could from thefe forced batings, of which I did not a’w-’ys complain, by ac- 
quiring, a more perfect knowledge of the country. I took the latitude every time it 
was in my power. I had a round iron plate with a hole pierced through it, by which 
I was enabled to form a gnomon, which I fometimes railed to eight or nine feet in 
height by refting it upon the trunk of fome tree, or againft the ports of my tent; 
when, inftead of encamping in the open field, I met with any cabin or houfe, the faci- 
lity of the operation encreafed ; I had only to throw afide a little of the thatch, to 
introduce my plate of iron. To avoid the error of any unevennefc of the furfacp which 
commonly was not horizontal, I received the rays of the fun upon a tile or piece of 
board ; from the finall hole I let fall a plumb-line ; I meafured with the equal divifione 
of a compafs of proportion, ufing a reed for my rule, two fides of a triangle, the 
length of the ray of light which ferved for the hypothenufe, and the fhorteft diftance 
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frqim the point on which the ray fell to the plumb-line y and afterwards refoly^%e 
triangle by a calculation, .(treating i£ as it was effectively, as a, reftsuptgle.^ n /S •? , 
Tthefe obfervations, frequently repeated, corrected one in the ie&matioa I. made of' 
the length of diliances. The badnefe of the road in the Cordelier, the paflage of the 
dreams and rivers we frequently meet with when we. leave it, and when we coaft the 
bafe of the, chain of mountains, will throw us into errors, howfoever experienced we 
may be. , The reiterated obfervations of the latitude came to my aid, which, in com- 
bining with the directions I obtain with the load-done, I attained to determinations 
luffjciently exact for all the ordinary purpofes of geography. We follow the fhore of 
the Magdalene almod all the way from Plata to Honda, and mod generally its weftern 
fidel Honda is a very cheerful little town, and the firft port we meet with up the 
river, which is neverthelefs navigable confiderably above. I had no means during’my 
navigation, of availing myfelf ot the heights of the mountains ; but I meafured from 
time to time the rapidity of the run of the river, and continually noticed its direction. 
It took me up fourteen days to defcend, fubmitting myfelf to the force of its current, 
and every night I llept on fhore. The time I remained at Mompox, which is a very 
pretty port about feven leagues above the confluence of the Magdalene with the Cauca, 
is not comprehended in thefe fourteen days. I annex here under the form of notes, 
the refult of all my afcertainments, which were confirmed, when on the 30th of Sep- 
tember 1743 I reached the lower part of the river in the vicinage of Carthagena 
and Saint Martha, the fituation of which places with regard to Quito, I was ac- 
quainted with *. 


* Places fttuated in the Cordelier. 


Combat, a town fituated at the foot of a volcano always covered with fnow, - - 

Ypiales ------------ -- 

Pafto, a fmalt town at the foot of a volcano almoft always burning, - - - 

Mercaderes, a village three leagues to the north of the river Mayo, which feparates 
the two bilhoprics of Quito and Popayan ; and to which Huayana-Capac, the 
laft Inca, carried his conquefts towards the north, - 

Popayan, an epifcopal city, - -- -- -- -- - 


Places out of the Cordelier. 

La Plata, - it,, - - - - - - - - - - ' - . * 

fiacche, a hamlet half a league weft of the river Magdalene, - 

Neyva, a fmall town on the other fide of the river Magdalene, and nearly three. 

leagues and a half diftant from Bacche, and fouth-fouth-eaft of it, - - • 

La Villa Vieja, upon the eaft fide of the fame river, and three leagues north-eaft 

from the fame hamlet, 

Honda, the fir ft port up the river Magdalene, * * - - 

Mariquita, a fmall town four leagues to the wefi one quarter fouth-weft of Honda ; 

the river Guali running from Mariquita, pafles through the middle of Honda, 

I bag lie, a fmall town eighteen leagues to the fouth of Honda, and eleven to the weft, 
die road divides here from Carthago, and which they journey with oxen; Ibague 
(five or fix leagues to the weft of the Magdalene, . , * « 

Mompox, a very cumme. cial port upon the weftern bank of the river Magdalene* 
TajHalameque, a fmall town upon the eaft (hore of the river 5 is nearly eight 
4 leagues arid a half to the fouth of Mompox, and thirteen league® to the eaft, • 
Laporquera, a town upon the weftern fide of the Magdalene, and three leagues from 
the mouth of it, - - - ,r - T * * * 


Eaftcrn 

Northern longitude 
latitude, with relation 
to Quito* 

J>. M. D. M. 

o 49 o 4a 

0 45 o 54 

1 1 *3 


1 45 1 19 

.2 27 1 54 


2 13 a 51 

3 16 3 25 


* ■ 

5 16 4 9 


9 19 45 

*0 59 5 
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I was under the neceffity, in order to attain to 3. fufficient exactitude in the con- 
ftruction of my map, frequently to notjce the variation of the needle, rind I was far- 
ther invited to this froiri a conviction how much fuch forts of experiments are intereft- 
ing td philbfophy. I remarked at Quito the magnetic needle to dip towards the 
north nearly ten degrees below the horizon. I fay nearly, becaufe, having cabffed 
three different needles to be made of different lengths, I could not fucceed in fixing 
them precifely to the fame inclination. At the period the variation Was found to be 
eight degrees and a half towards the north-eaft, it was at Plata the fam^ the following 
year in July; and four months after, I found it at Saint Martha at fix degrees 
thirty-five minutes, and always to the north-eaft:. I muff notice by the way, as it is 
fubjeCt to divers irregularities, I have frequently found portions of rocks fpread over 
the -furface of the foil, which exteriorly were black, and appeared to have been expofed 
to the aCtion of fire, and I really believe they had been thrown there by the explofion 
of fome volcano. I can compare them to nothing fo properly as maffes of clay, fplit. 
and chapped by the fun, and afterwards converted into hone. The variation of the 
needle differs fo much in thefe places, that you have only to advance five or fix paces, 
and you find a difference fometimes of more than thirty degrees in the direction of it. 
Thefe ftones are noticed in feveral places ; but at about one third of the diftance on 
the way from Plata to Honda, three leagues or thereabouts from Bacche, fome re- 
markable ones are to be found. Two of the biggefl of them have a furface of nearly 
twenty feet in length, by eleven high ; it is very fmooth, not chipped, and upon it 
are engraved many characters and figures. Similar ftones equally well engraved are 
found in places more remote and higher in the neighbourhood of the Cordelier, but 
I have feen none of them ; I have made a drawing of the lalt. They call them, but very 
improperly in the country, painted ftones (Piedras Pintadas) ; probably fome inferip- 
tion is defigned by all thefe figures and characters, and points out by hieroglyphics, 
the time and circumftances of the eruption of volcanoes, or other events, as fome ex- 
traordinary and fudden fwell of the river. It appears to me to have been a work of 
much deliberation and patience ; the figures are cut two inches and a half deep at 
leaft. The property thefe ftones have to aCt fo forcibly upon the compafs, demori- 
ftrates them to contain fome portion of iron in their compofition, but thefe parts lie 
very much concealed ; die interior of the ftone is white, and it is belide of very fine 
grain. 

I lhall take occafion, while upon the fubjeCt of the load-ftone, to communicate the 
refult of fome experiments which occupied me much on my journey hotra. It has 
not relation to a phenomenon that required but one examination, but a nrcceffion of 
examinations made at different places more or lei* diftant from the equator. I do not 
intend to examine if in magnetifin the governing force is diftiucl or feparable from the 
attractive force ; but I am aware that many perfons pretend that one of the poles of 
the earth is much more attractive than the other, and I could not make choice in the 
world of a more proper fituation than Quito, to work at the decifion of this queftion. 
With this defign, I caufed to be made a long needle of copper, fufpended as a mag- 
netic needle. I had a fmall nail foldered to one of its extremities and fet upright, I 
placed this needle horizontally upon a pivot, and to the nail juft mentioned, which- 
was vertical, I applied an ordinary ms^netic needle; arid I fo contrived it, by fmall 
counter-weights, that die whole was ‘in exaCt equilibrium, qnd could turn freely about. 
It is evident that if one of the magnetic poles has more virtue than the other ; as if, for 
example, the north pole has more force, two effects muft neceffarily arife ; not only 
the magnetic needle will take its ordinary direction, but being attracted more power- 
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fully by the north pole of the earth, it will communicate by degrees a motion to the 
copper needle, and both in moving towards the north, will fix themfelves upon the 
magnetic meridian ; fo that the two needles will form a llraight line. 

Every thing being prepared, J made not one only, but twenty or thirty experiments 
at Quito ; and I made them with the more care, as I was prejudiced in favour of the 
opinion I propofed to myfelf to verify or confirm : but all I could do, the copper 
needle was never moved by the other, and remained always ftatbnary. Neither could 
I attribute its repofe to the friction of the pivot, for when I put the two needles toge- 
ther, they took very properly the direction given to them by the loadftone. I alfo, 
fometimes, put the copper needle in motion, while the other was left at perfeCt liberty, 
and the firft remained always indifferently fixed in every direction. From hence it 
may be naturally concluded that the two magnetic poles of the earth, which perhaps 
refult chemfelves from the complication of many others, have fenfibly the fame power. 
Our ordinary magnetic needles, when they take a certain direction, yield to this power ; 
and they cannot advance, literally, in their length, becaufe they are kept back by their 
centre, but as that I made ufe of in my experiments was in every refpeCt moveable, 
and neverthelefs it made no advance neither to the north nor fouth, it was a demonftra- 
tion not to be difputed, that one of its extremities had no more tendency towards one 
of the poles, than its other extremity to the oppofite. 

The equality between the abfolute forces being eftablifhed, although contrary to my 
expectation, it remained to me to examine the relative powers ; I mean to fay the per- 
ceptible power of the part of the pole from which we may be receding, and that of the 
other which Ihould naturally encreafe in proportion as we draw near it, and this I 
could do with much facility in my journey, by a repetition of obfervations in places 
diverfely remote from the equator. I made three trials on my way, the third at Por- 
quera, a little town low on the river Magdalene, and three leagues from its mouth ; but 
the fuccefs of thefe experiments was fimilar to that at Quito. The centre of gravity of 
the magnetic needle, although moveable, remained always at reft while placed upon 
the magnetic meridian. I now r began to think I had not advanced far enough north- 
ward, notwithftanding I was already eleven degrees removed from the equator, which 
made twenty degrees of difference between the diftances of the two oppofite poles. 
At length on my arrival in France, I again repeated the experiment, but with no other 
fuccefs. As I was apprehenftve I had not taken all the precautions neceffary, it did 
not fatisfy me to proceed in the fame manner, 1 had recourfe to another expedient by 
which I amid not fail to perceive the rnoft minute inequality. I fufpended a magnetic 
needle from its center of gravity, with a number of hairs five or fix feet in length ; 
this new line would not tall vertically, but incline below a little to the north, if it 
is true that the boreal magnetic pole to which we are moft adjacent, aCts with a 
greater force than its oppofite ; and a digrefiion of five feconds, or a difference in the 
power not more than a forty thoufandth part of the weight of the needle, would have 
been manifeft to me. But by all the attention I was competent to, I was not able to 
difeern any horizontal tendency which compofed itfelf with the weight, or altered at 
all the direction ; it always appeared to me that the hair hung vertically, and that while 
the needle pointed north and fouth, it mado-not the leaft effort in the direction of its 
length, to move towards either of the poles. 

It is only fince my return, and reflecting more 'on the fubjeCt, that I have at length 
conceived the reafon for the conftant perfect equality, which appeared to me fo extra- 
ordinary, always prevailing between the attractive powers of the two poles. The di- 
rection of the magnetic efflux may be compared to the rays of light, whofe power 
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augments or diminifhes according as thefe rays are found united in a greater or Idler 
fpacc. When the rays are divergent, the force of light decreafes ■, and it continues to 
do fo, at leaf! until, by the falling of it upon a convex glafs, or a concave mirror, 
the divergency is '-hanged to a convergency : then the force of light increafes, although 
received at a greater tiiltance from the luminous body. So it fhould be with regard to 
the magnetic virtue. The directions, according to which this power operates, are a 
Ipocios: of meridians, and they are at the greateft poffible diftance from each other in 
the environs of the equator ; it is there, then, the magnetic power fhould be the wcakelt. 
But if we advance into either of the other hemifpheres, we are not to imagine that it is 
the effect of the pole to which we may be approaching, that folely operates to its aug- 
mentation ; it will be alfo the effect of the other pole ; fince thefe directions are the 
fame as the rays of light, which, from being divergent, become convergent. Thofe 
directions which are the fartheft feparated from each other towards the equator, mu- 
tually draw to each other as they go forward. According to this, the force of the 
auftral magnetic pole as felt at Paris, fhould be fenfibly equal to that we fhould experi- 
ence from the part of the fame pole, if we were at the fame diftance from the equator 
on the other fide. Thus, generally fpeaking, and fetting afide every confideration 
upon which one might infift, it matters not on what place of the earth we ftand ; it 
iigriifics nothing, that it is or is not an equal diftance from the two poles ; we fhall 
always feci the action of one pole as powerfully as the other. It is true, that the force 
of each pole will be greater or lefs, but the two will neverthelefs be always equal, which 
alfo my obfervations confirm. The refiftance of the air will apparently introduce fome 
difference between the two actions, if the magnetic matter creeps upon the furface of 
the ground, and if it has a long voyage to make through the grofs air we breathe. But 
the inclining of the needles marks out the route taken by the magnetic matter ; and this 
route varies little from a vertical one below, which demonftrates, that the magnetic 
matter has preferttly parted through the groflfer air, and that its paifage through the 
higher region is made above the denfer part of the atmofphere. 

My readers will, doubtlefs, not difapprove, that, in giving him an account of thefe 
obfervations, 1 have conduced him from Peru to Europe, to inflantly carry hi.n back 
towards the middle of the torrid zone. When I got out of the Cordelier, I had no 
reafon to doubt, that, if the country was low enough, I fhould find it nearly the fame 
in quality as that on the other fide of the double chain of mountains. In the mean- 
time, I was (truck at the firft view, with the difference in many refpe&s. Plata is of 
moderate elevation : the mercury in the barometer ftood exactly at twenty-f^ve inches ; 
and at Honda tit twenty-feven inches and five lines and three-quarters. The upper 
grounds are all ftony, and the country naked. The environs c f Plata, which is four 
or five leagues to the weft of the river Magdalene, are tolerably p» >pled ; the reft but 
thinly ; and the places or towns, Honda and Mompox excepted, towards the fea, are 
of little confideration. Mompox is ornamental with a very fine quay, which they have 
been obliged to raife high, by reafon of the fudden fwells to which the river is liable ; 
for, although it is very wide, it riles every year, at the beginning of December, to 
twelve or thirteen feet. It has its courfe between rocks, and upon fand, as far as the 
midway between Honda and Mompox ; but it experiences, below, much the fame 
change as the interior of the Cordelier. It rolls it waters over flfme ; its fine fhores 
are converted below almoft entirely into morafles, feme of which fpread very wide 
around. 

One fingular circumftance has frequently drawn my attention throughout all thefe 
countries ; and that is, all the mountains near which I journeyed, and, which are at the 
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* The remainder is omitted,' as the topics are better illuftvated in the following voyage. 




















C ’'3*3 ) 


A 

VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA , 

DESCRIBING AT LAKGfc 

THE SPANISH CITIES, TOWNS, PROVINCES, &c. ON THAT EXTENSIVE 

CONTINENT : 

Undertaken, by command of the King of Spain, by Don George Joan, and Don Antonio 
DE UlLoa, Captains of the Spanifli Navy, Fellows of the Royal Society of London, Mem- 
bers of the Royal Academy at Paris, See. &c. — Tran fluted from the original Spanifli ; with 
Notes and Obfervations ; and an Account of the Brazils. 

By JOHN Adams, lift]. of Waltham Abbey ; ivho refilled feveral Tears in thofe Parts* 


PREFACE. 

TT is certainly a very true, as well as trite obfervation, that knowledge is the food of 
the mind ; and if this be fo, then certainly that ought to have the preference, which 
is at once equally nutritive and pleafant. On this account, books of voyages and travels 
have been in fuch general efteeni, and at the fame time have been commended by perfons 
of the great eft fagacicy, and in the highelt reputation for fuperior underftanding. The 
pleafantnefs of this kind of reading has attracted many, who had before no relifh for learn- 
ing, and brought them by degrees to enter upon feverer inquiries, in order more effectually 
to gratify that curioftty which this kind of ftudy naturally excites. Men of higher abilities 
have turned their thoughts on this fuhjcct, from the confideration of its real utility. This 
induced the ingenious Hakluyt to make that noble collection, which procured him the 
patronage of Queen Elizabeth’s ableft ntinifter. This led the elder Thevenot, to enrich 
the French language with a very copious collection of the fame kind. And, not to 
multiply examples, this made voyages and travels the favourite it tie v of the judicious 
Locke, who looked upon it as the bell method of acquiring thofe ufeful and practical 
lights, that ferve moll effectually to ftrengthen, and alfo to enlarge the human under- 
ftanding. 

„It is indeed true, that in refpeCt to this, as well as other branches of fciences, there 
have been many productions, which for a time have been applauded and admired, and 
which,, notwithftanding, have ferved rather to miflead, titan to inftruCt men’s minds, 
by a difplay of fpecious falfehoods, highly acceptable to fuch as read merely for amufe- 
ment. But thefe authors of marvellous, and very often incredible relations ; of ftrange 
ami furprifing adventures ; thefe pompous deferibers of wonderful curioftties, which men 

* This tranilaticm lias pafled through live Editions, 
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of more penetration, but of founder judgments, could never afterwards, though pur* 
fuing the fame routes, with their utrnofi: diligen.ce difcover ; quickly loll that credit, 
which novelty alone gave them; and, being once exploded by fenfible judges, gradually 
funk, firft into the contempt, and then into the oblivion, they deferved. 

Thefe books, however, are thus far ufeful, that they ferve to give us a clearer idea 
of our wants, and a more juft notion, than perhaps we could otherwife obtain, of the 
qualities requifite to render voyages and travels truly worthy of efteem. They demon- 
ftrate very fully, that, in the lirft place, it is of great confequence, to know the cha- 
racters of the authors we perufe, that we may judge of the credit that is due to their 
reports ; and this as well in point of abilities, as of veracity ; for many writers impofe 
on the world, not through any evil intention of deceiving others, but becaufe they have 
been deceived themfelves. They relate falfehoods, but they believe them : wc cannot 
therefore juftly accufe them of want of candour ; the fault properly to be laid to their 
charge is credulity. We are moft in danger of fullering by thofe authors, who have 
either lived in, or palled through countries, that are rarely vifited, and into which few 
are permitted to come. This protects their miltakes for a great length of time ; and 
we know that prescription is a fortrefs in which error often holds out a long fiege. 
There cannot, therefore, be a more acceptable tribute offered t < the republic of letters, 
than voyages or travels, compofed by perfons of eftablifhed reputation for learning, and 
in equal efteem for their probity. But the value of the prefent is much enhanced, if 
thefe voyages or travels refped countries little known, the coafts of which only, per- 
haps, have been accidentally vifited by feamen, or harafied and plundered by privateers, 
perfons often of fufpeCled faith, and almolt always of very limited capacities. Some 
few exceptions indeed there may be to this general rule ; but even in regard to thefe, 
there will be neceflarily great defects ; and, allowing them their higheft merit, they can 
only report truly the little they have feen : and what idea can we form of a Turkey 
carpet, if we look only at the border, or, it may be, at the l'elvage ? , 

The authors, whofe writings are now offered to the public in an Englifh drefs, are 
men of the moft rcfpeCtable characters, men diftinguifiied for their parts and learning, 
and yet more for their candour and integrity : men who did not travel through accident, 
but by choice ; and this not barely their own, but approved by authority, and approved 
becaufe they were known to be equal to the talk they undertook ; and that talk was, 
the examining every thing they went to fee, with all pollible care and fcrupulous 
attention, in order to furnilh the public with fuel) lights as might be entirely and fafely 
depended on. This was the delign which they undertook : this defign they executed 
with the circumfpection it deferved ; and the punctuality with which they diicharged it, 
has procured them the juft returns of favour from their Royal Mailer, and the applaufe 
and approbation of the belt judges in their own and other countries. Thefe are cir- 
cumltances that diftinguilh, in a very Angular degree, the following work ; circum- 
ftances that, no doubt, will have their proper weight, and which it would be entirely 
necdlefs for us to enforce, though it would have been incxcufable not to have men- 
tioned them. 

There is, however, one other circumftance that deferves particular notice, which is, 
that, with reipeCt to the characters atid abilities of thefe gentlemen, all does not reft 
either upon their writings or foreign authorities: they have been in this country ; were 
feen and known by thofe who w ere belt able to ' judge of their merit ; and, in confe- 
quence of that, are both of them members of our Royal fociety. They continued here 
fome time, converfed indifferently with all forts of people, and were unanimoufly allowed 
to have very extenfive views in refpeCt to fcience; great fagacity; much application; 
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were-visy affidubus and very accurate in their inquiries, as well as candid and commu- 
nicative in relation to the difcoveries and obfervations which they had made in their 
travels ; — men of fuch talents, and fuch difpofitions, mull render themfelves agreeable 
every where ; much more in a country of liberty, and where, without partiality, we may 
have leave to fay, the fciences are as deeply rooted, and flourifh in as high a degree, as 
in any other in Europe. We will add, that, from a knowledge of their merit and 
candour, they not only received the greatell civilities, but the moit feafonable protection, 
to which, in feme meafure, the world is indebted for this very performance, as the 
Teader will learn in the perufal of it ; accompanied with thofe marks of gratitude and 
refpeft, which were due to their kind benefaftors, more efpecially the late worthy pre- 
fident of the Royal fociety, whofe memory is juftly dear to all who had the honour of 
being in the lealt acquainted with him * ; and that humane and polite patron of every 
ufefui branch of literature, Earl Stanhope ; whofe noble qualities reflect honour on his 
titles, and who inherits the virtues of his illuftrious father, one of the bravell men, and 
one of the mod difinterefted minifters, this nation could ever boaft. 

After doing juftice to the authors, let us come to the work itfelf. In pieces of this 
kind, there is, generally fpeaking, no part fo tedious and unpleafant, at leaft to the 
generality of readers, a^what regards occurrences at fea ; and yet thefe are allowed to have 
their utility. In the following Iheets, however, though they are found pretty copioufly, 
we Ihall fee them without thofe defeats. If thefe writers mention the variation of the 
compafs, they explain the nature, inquire into the caufe, and lhow the ufes that arife 
from obierving this phenomenon. In this manner, they treat of calms, winds, currents, 
and other incidents, in fo fuccindt and fcientific a method, as at the fame time to be very 
inftru&ive, and not unentertaining. In this refpect, we may look upon their narratives 
as a fort of practical introduction to the art of navigation, which we not only read with- ' 
out difguft, but which, when read with any tolerable attention, will enable us to under- 
ftand many paflages in other writers of voyages, which we Ihould otherwife pafs over, 
as utterly uninterefting and unintelligible. This obfervation, the reader will find fo 
fully verified, from his own experience, that, I am confident, he will think it no ftnall 
recommendation to the book ; and the more fo, becaufe, though very neceffary, and 
much wanted, the difficulties attending it had hitherto, in a great meafure, difeouraged 
any fuch attempt. 

The geographical deferiptions we have of the country about Carthagena, the ifthmus 
of Darien, the Terra Firma, the countries of Peru and Chili, thofe watered by the vaft 
river of the Amazons, and, in a word, of the greateft part of South America, are 
not only perfectly accurate, very methodical, and, in all refpe&s, full, clear, and fatis- 
fafrory ; but alfo what we greatly wanted, and what we never had, at leaft in any com- 
parifon with what we now have, before this work appeared. Theft are countries that, 
from the time of their difeefvery, have maintained the reputation of being as pleafant, 
as fertile, and as valuable, as any upon the globe. But though we knew this in ge- 
neral, and, from the Spanilh deferiptions and hiftories, were not altogether unacquainted 
with many particulars relating to them } yet, with refpedt to any diftindt and precife 
delineation of their feveral provinces, their divifions and fubdivifions, the diftribution 
of mountains, rivers, plains, and other circumftances, with their relations to each other, 
and comparative values in all refpedts, they were things not barely 'unknown, but fuch 
as we could never expedt to know, from the nature of the Spanilh government, with 

* Martin Folk.es, Efq. a gentleman not more confpicuous from his extenfive knowledge, than amiable 
for the politenefs of his manners, and refpe&able for his excellent private character. 
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any degree of certainty. But by the accident of thefe gentlemen going thither, with no 
other view than the improvement of knowledge, purfuing that view with the moll lively 
zeal and afliduous application, and founding their reputation upon a plain and candid 
communication of all that knowledge which, with fo much pains and labour, they had 
'acquired, we have now as clear, concife, and correct a reprefentation of thele extenfive 
regions as we can poflibly defire ; fuch a one, as will anfwer all the ends of information 
and inftru&ion, enable us to difcover the errors and partialities in former accounts, and 
prevent our being amufed or milled by any erroneous relations for the future, which are 
certainly circumftances of very great confequence. 

The natural hiftory of thefe countries will be likewife/ound in the following llicets, in a 
manner no lefs perfect and plealing. Thefe gentlemen went about it in a proper method, 
.and with the talents requilite to the complete accomplilhmcnt of their deligu. They 
faw things with their own eyes, they enquired carefully, but they took nothing on trull : 
on the contrary, they difeovered, and they have difclofed, many errors of an old Hand- 
ing ; exploded various common notions that were ill founded, and have left others in 
the llate in which they ought to be left, as things not thoroughly proved, or abfolutely 
difproved ; but which are referved for fflrther examination, it is chiefly from the na- 
tural hiftory that we collect the value and importance of any country, becaufe from 
thence we learn its produce of every kind. In thefe fhects we find the grcatell care 
taken in this particular ; all the riches ol the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms 
exhibited tp our view, their places exactly alfigned, tlieir relpeCtive natures delcrihed, 
the methods of ufing, improving, and manufacturing them pointed out ; and, exclulive 
of a multitude of vulgar errors expofed, and miltaken notions refuted, an infinity of 
new, curious, and important remarks are made, all tending to explain and iilufl rate the 
refpedtive fubjects. Of thefe many inftances might be given ; but that would be to 
anticipate the reader’s pleafure, and arrogate to ourfelves the merits of the authors we 
celebrate. 

In refpect to the civil hiltory, the world in general was yet more in the dark than as 
to the natural ; knowing much lefs of the inhabitants than ol’ the commodities of thcl’e 
countries ; and in this rei’pedt our authors have been as candid, as circumlhmtial, and 
as copious, as in the other. They not only acquaint us with the diflribution and difpo- 
fition of the Spanilh governments ; with the nature, extent, and fubordi, nation of thofe 
who prefide in them ; but have alfo given us a regular plan of their adminiliration, and 
of the order and method in which jullice is difpenfed, and the civil policy maintained ; 
the domeflic ceeonomy of the Spaniards, their cufloms, manner of living, their way 
of treating the Indians, both fubjects and lavages, are Hated with the fame freedom and 
precifion. In like manner they give us a fuccinct account of the Creoles, that is, fuch 
as are delcended from the Spaniards, and have been longer or later fettled in the Indies, 
with whatever is peculiar in refpect to the genius, humour,' virtues, and vices of thefe 
people ; and more efpecially the points in which they differ from the native Spaniards. 
The Hate and condition of the Indians who live in fubjeCtion to the Spaniards, their 
tempers, employments, good and ill qualities, labours, and diversions. The habitations 
of the free Indians, their cultoms, drefs, manner of fpending their lives, exercifes, 
talents, religion,, and method of preferring the remembrance of paft tranfactions, as 
alfo the condition ‘of the negroes and mulattoes, whether in the capacity of Haves, 
domedic fervants, or in pofieflion of their freedom, with whatever differences occur 
in the Hate of any of thefe people in different provinces. 

But to the Englifh reader, perhaps, nothing in the following pages will be more ac- 
ceptable, as indeed nothing feerns to have been more carefully confidered by the authors 
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than thexammdfcial hiftory of thefe countries. We find here not only the principal 
commodities of every province , diftin&ly enumerated, but we are alfo informed of the 
particular places where they grow, their different qualities and degrees in value, 
the method of collecting and curing molt part of them, the manufactures of cot- 
ton, wool, and other materials, the produce of their mines and different kinds of 
metal, their potteries, and whatever elfe is the object of induftry and ikill : the 
manner of conveying them from one province to another, the great roads, the, in- 
land and coafting navigation, their commerce with Spain, their contraband trade, 
the manner of introducing, and the great confumption, of European commodities and 
manufactures, the advantages and disadvantages attending their prefent regulations, the 
dil’coveries that are yet to be made, and the improvements which may ftill take place in 
the management of affairs in thofe countries : the lingular inventions of the natives for 
palling great rivers, tranfporting their goods by the help of veffels of their own con- 
itruCtion, their adroitnefs in fome refpects, and their ftupidity in others. — From the due 
confideration of this part of the work, the reader will perceive that in many things we 
have been impofed upon, in former accounts ; and that other things, in a long courfe of 
years, are very much changed from what they were. But inftead of old errors, we 
fliall find many new truths, an^ fome eftablimcd from example and experience, that 
are of too great confequence not to be frequently remembered, and perfectly under- 
flood j fuch as, that countries are not the better, and, which is ftill ftranger, are not 
the richer, for producing immenfe quantities of gold and fitver, fince this prevents their 
being cultivated, expofes the natives to pafs their lives in the fevereft drudgery, and, 
after all, makes the digging of metal from the mine little more than drawing water 
in a lieve ; fince, in fuch countries, riches difappear ahnoft as foorf as they are re- 
vealed. Induftry alone, in the old world and in the new, has the power of acquiring 
and preferving wealth, and this, too, without the trouble of mining. Befides, though 
not infilled upon* it will be evidently leen, that feverity in government, and fuperftition 
in religion, fubvert both liberty and morals, and are confequently in all refpedls de- 
ftrudive of the happinefs of mankind. 

The account given by our authors, of the millions which the Jefuits have eftabliflied 
in Paraguay, is as interefting as it is entertaining, and may be very juftly confidered as 
one of the moft curious and bell written parts of the whole performance ; fince, at the 
fame time that it breathes all the deference and refpecl poilible for the fathers, it informs 
us of a groat variety of fads of fo much the more confequence, as, at the time it was 
written, nobody could forelee that the courts of Madrid and Lilbon would make fo 
thorough a change as they have done in their lentiments in regard to this order ; and 
therefore the informations thefe gentlemen give Uj are the more to be relied on. They 
Ihdfc us in what manner, and under what fpecious pretences the Jeuiits acquired a kind 
of independent poffellion of fo large a trad of country, and, except their annual tribute, 
an almoft abfolute dominion over an immenfe number of people. They acquaint us 
that there is a civil government in every village, after the model of the Spanilh towns ; 
but the magiftrates are chofen by the people, lubjed only to the approbation of the father 
Jefuit, who refides in and, in reality, governs the village. We learn from them, that 
the Jefuits draw from the people all the commodities and manufactures that are fit for 
foreign commerce, which are vended Jjy a commifiary of their appointing, and the re- 
turns in European commodities made*to and diftributed by them at their pleafure ; they 
tell us, that the church in every village is fpacious, and elegantly adorned ; that, though 
they are ftyled villages, they are in effect large towns, and the houfes in them neat, 
commodious, and, in companion of the Spaniards’, very well furnifhed. We learn 
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from them that, under & pretence of the excursions of the Portugutefe, who ttfed to 
Seize thefe Indians and make them work in their mines, and of the favage Indians who 
furrounded them in a manner on all Tides, the fathers have taught them the ufe of 
arms, make them fpend their holidays in military exercifes, have a large body of well-, 
difciplined troops, magazines well furniihed with military (lores, together with mills 
and other necefiary machines for making their own gunpowder. They likewife let us 
know that, to prevent the manners of their difciples from being corrupted, the Jefuits 
exclude them entirely from all communication with ftrangers, whether European^ or 
Indians, and fuffer none to enter into their millions, who may report either the ftrength 
or the weaknefs of their condition, or penetrate into the myderies of their policy. 


PART I. 

ACCOUNT OF CARTHAGENA, PANAMA, &C. AND THE PROVINCE OF QUITO. 

BOOK I. 

Reafonsfor this Voyage ; Navigation from the Bay of Cadiz, to Carthagcna in America , and 

a Defcription of the latter. 


CHAP. I. — Motives of this Voyage to South America , with Remarks on the Navigation 

between Cadiz and Carthagena. 

r rHE heart of man is naturally inclined to attempt things, the advantages of which ap- 
A pear to increafe in proportion to the difficulties which attend them. It fpares no pains, 
it fears no danger in attaining them ; and inftead of being diverted from its purpofe, is 
anim ated with freffi vigour by oppofition. The glory infeparable froin arduous enter- 
prifes is a powerful incentive, which raifes the mind above itfelf ; the hope of advan- 
tages determines the will, diminiffies dangers, alleviates hardlhips, and levels obflacles, 
which otherwise would appear unfurmountable. Defire and refolution are not, however, 
always fufficient to enfure fuccefs ; and the bed-concerted meafures are not always prof- 
perous. Divine Providence, whofe over-ruling and incomprehenfible determinations 
direct the courfe of human addons, feems to have preferibed certain limits, bepand 
which all our attempts are vain. The caufes his infinite wifdom has thought proper to 
conceal from us, and the refult of fuch a conduct, is rather an objeft| of our reverence 
than fpeculation. The knowledge of the bounds of human underdanding, a difereet 
amufement and exercife of our talents for the demondration of truths which are only to 
be atttuned by a continual and extenfive dudy, which rewards the mind with tranquillity 
and pleafure, are advantages worthy of our highed edeem, and objefts .which cannot 
be, too much reedmmended. In all times the defire of enlightening others by fame 
new difeovery has roufed the mdudry of man, *d engaged him in laborious refearches, 
and by that means proved the principal fource of the improvement of the fciences. 

Things which have long baffled fagacity and application, have fometimes been dif- 
coveied by chance. The firmed refolution has often been difeouraged by the infuper- 
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afrle precipices which, in appearance, encircle his inveftigation. The reafon is, becaufe 
the obftacles are painted, by the imagination, in the moft lively colours ; but the me- 
thods of furraounting them efcape our attention ; till, fmoorhed by labour and applica- 
tion, a more eafy paifage is difcovered. 

Among the difcoveries mentioned in hiftory, whether owing to accident or reflection, 
that of tne Indies is not the leaft advantageous. Thefe parts were for many ages un- 
known to the Europeans, or, at leaft, the remembrance of them was buried in oblivion. 
They were loft through a long fucceffion of time, and disfigured by the confufion and 
darknefs in which they were found immerfed. At length the happy asra arrived, when 
induftry, aflifted by refolution, was to remove all the difficulties exaggerated by igno- 
rance. This is the cpocha which diftinguiffied the reign, in many other refpeCts fo glo- 
rious, of Ferdinand of Arragon, and Ifabella of Caftile. Reafon and experience at once ex- 
ploded all the ideas of raflmcfs and ridicule which had hitherto prevailed. It feems as 
if Providence permitted the refufal of other nations to augment the glory of our own ; 
and to reward the zeal of our fovcreigns, who countenanced this important enter- 
prile ; the prudence of their fubjeds in the conduct of it, and the religious end pro- 
pofed by both. 1 mentioned accident or reflection, being not yet convinced whether 
the confidence with which Chriftopher Columbus maintained, that weftward there were 
lands undifeovered, was the refill t of his knowledge in cofmography and experience in 
navigation, or whether it was founded on the information of a pilot who had actually 
dilcovercd them, having been "driven on the coafts by ftrefs of weather ; and who, in 
return for the kind reception he had met with at Columbus’s houfe, delivered to him 
in his laft moments the papers and charts relating to them. 

The prodigious magnitude of this continent ; the multitude and extent of its pro- 
vinces ; the variety of its climates, products, and curious particulars ; and, laftly, the 
diftance and difficulty of one part communicating with another, and efpecially with 
Europe, have been the caufe, that America, though difcovered and inhabited in its prin- 
cipal parts by Europeans, is but imperfectly known by them ; and at the fame time 
kept them totally ignorant of many things, which would greatly contribute to give a 
more perfect idea of fo confiderable a part of our globe. But though inveftigations of 
this kind are worthy the attention of a great prince, and the ftudies of the molt piercing 
genius among his fubjeCts, yet this was not the principal intention of our voyage. His 
Majelly’s wife refolution of fending us to this continent was principally owing to a more 
elevated and important defign. The literary world are no ftrangers to the celebrated 
queftion that has lately produced fo many treatifes on the figure and magnitude of the 
earth which had hitherto been thought^ perfeCfly fpherical. The prolixity of later 
obfervations had given rife to two oppofite opinions among philofophers. Both fuppofed 
it to be elliptical ; but one affirmed its tranfverfe diameter was tlu t of the poles, and the 
other, that it was that of the equator. The folution of this problem, in which not 
only geogiaphy and cofmography are intcrefted, but alfo navigation, aftronomy, and 
other arts and fciences of public utility, was what gave rife to our expedition. Who 
would have imagined that thefe countries, lately difcovered, would have proved the 
means of our attaining a perfect knowledge of the old World ; and that, if the former 
owed its difeovery to the latter, it would make it ample amends by determining its real 
figure, which had hitherto been unknown or uncontroverted ? who, I fay, would have 
fufpeCted that the fciences fhould fo'that country meet with treafures not lefs valuable 
than the gold of its mines, which has fo greatly enriched other countries ? How many 
difficulties were to be furmounted in the execution ! What a feries of obftacles were to 
be overcome in fuch long operations, .flowing from the inclemency of the climates ; the 
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difadvantageous fituation of the places where they were to be made, and in fine, from 
the* very nature of the enterprife ! All thefe circumftances infinitely heighten the glory 
oif the monarch, under whole aufpices the enterprife has been fo happily accomplished. 
This difcovery was referred for the prefent age, and for the two Spanilh monarchs, the late 
Philip V. and Ferdinand VI. The former caufed the enterprife to be carried into execu- 
tion, the latter honoured it with his countenance, and ordered the narrative of it to be pub- 
lished not only for the information and inftrucftion of his own fubje&s, but alfo for 
thofe of other nations, to whom thefe accounts will prove equally advantageous. And, 
that this narrative may be the more inftruftive, we Shall introduce the particular cir- 
cumftances which originally gave occafion to our voyage, and were in a manner the bafis 
and rule of the other enterprifes, which will be meafured in the fequel, each in its pro- 
per order. 

The attention of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris for the improvement of 
human knowledge, and its continual ardour to difcovcr and apply the belt methods for 
that noble end, could not fit down contented under the uncertainty concerning the real 
figure and magnitude*of the earth, the inveltigation of which had, lor feveral years paid, 
employed the moll' eminent geniufes of Europe. This learned alfembly reprefented to 
their fovereign the neceffity of determining a point, the exact decifion of which was of 
fuch great moment, efpecially to geography and navigation ; and at the fame time laid 
before him a method of doing it. 'Phis was, to meafure fome degree of the meridian 
near the equator ; and (as was done with great propriety after our departure,) by mea- 
furing other degrees under the polar circle, in order to form a judgment of the different, 
parts of its circumference, by their equality or inequality, and from thence to determine 
its magnitude and figure. No country feemed fo proper for this as the province of 
Quito in South America. The other countries under the equinoctial line, both in Afia 
and Africa, were either inhabited by favages, or not of an extent lufficient for thefe ope- 
rations ; fo that, after the moll mature reflection, that of Quito was judged to be the 
only place adapted to the plan in queftion. 

His moft Chriftian Majefty Lewis XV. applied, by his ininifters, to King Philip, that 
fome members of his Royal academy might pals over to Quito, in order to make there 
the neceffary obfervations ; at the fame time fhewing the intention and univerfal advan- 
tage of them, and how very remote they were from any thing which tends to awaken a 
political jealoufy. His Majefty, perfuaded of the candour of this application, and de- 
firous of concurring in fo noble a defign, as far as was confiflent with the dignity of his 
crown and the fafety of his fubjefts, referred the matter to the council of the Intlies ; 
and, on their favourable report, the licence was granted, with all the neceffary re- 
commendations and aflurances of the royal protection to the perfons who were* to 
repair to America to make thefe obfervations. The patents, which were made out 
for them on the 14th and 20th of Augufl 1734, contained the moft precife orders 
to the viceroys, governors. &c. in the countries through which they were to pafs,, 
to aid and affift them, to fhew them all friendfhip and civility, and to fee that no 
perfons exacted of them for their carriages or labour more than the current price ; 
to which His Majefty was pleafed to add the higheft pjsoofs of his royal munificence, 
and of his zeal for the advancement of the fcwjjpes, and efteem for their pro 
feflors,./ < : 

yWhis general regard of His Majefty was foUs^ed by fome meafures, particularly 
deftgned to promote the honour of the Spaiufti' nation, and to give his 'own fubjects 
a tafte for the fame fciences. He appoMpeC two officers of his navy, well fkillpd 
ift mathematics, to join in the obfervati<jn§ , «nich were to be made, in order to give 
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them a great dignity and a more extenfive advantage ; and that the Spaniards might 
owe only to themfelves the fruits and improvements expected from them. His 
Majefty alfo conceived that the French academicians, having thefe officers in their 
company, would be more regarded by the natives, and, in the places through which 
they were to pafs, all umbrage would be thus removed from perfons who might 
not be Efficiently acquainted with the nature of the defign. Accordingly the com- 
manders and directors of the academy of the Royal Guardas Marinas received orders 
to recommend two perfons, whofe difpofitions not only promifed a ported harmony 
and correfpondence with the French academicians, but who were capable of making, 
equally with them, the experiments and operations that might be neceffary in the 
courfe of the enterprife. , 

Don George Juan, commander of Aliaga, of the order of Malta, fub-brigadier to 
the Guardas Marinas, equally diftinguiihed by his application to the mathematics, 
and his faithful fervices to the crown, was, with myfelf, propofed to His Majefty, 
as qualified to contribute to the fuccefs of fuch an enterprife. We had commif- 
fions given us as lieutenants of men of war, and, with all neceffary inftrudions, 
were ordered to embark on board two fliips fitting out at Cadiz, for carrying to 
Carthagena, and thence to Porto Bello, the Marquis de Villa Garcia, appointed vice- 
roy of Peru. About the fame time, the French academicians were to fail in a fhip of 
their nation, and, by way of St. Domingo, to join us at Carthagena, in order to 
proceed from thence in company. 

The two men of war, on board of which we had been ordered, were the Con- 
quiftador of fixty-four guns, and the Incendio of fifty ; the former commanded by Don 
Francifco de Liano, of the order of Malta, commodore ; and the latter by Don Au- 
guftin de Iturriaga, by whom it was agreed that Don George Juan fhould go in the 
Conquiftador, and myfelf in the Incendio. We failed from Cadiz bay, May 26, 1735 ; 
but, the wind fluffing, we were obliged to put back and come to an anchor about half 
a league without Las Puercas. 

On the 28th, the wind coming about to north-eaft, we again fet fail, and continued 
our courfe in the manner related in the two following journals: 

Journal of Don George Juan , on board the Conquiftador. 

The 2d of June 1735, faw the Canary Iflands ; and the winds, which are ufually 
very variable in this paffage, were cither nnrth-weft by north, or north-eaft. Don 
George Juan, by his reckoning, found the difference of longitude between Cadiz and 
the Pico of Teneriffe io° 30'. 

According to Father Feuillee’s obfervations, made at Loj ata% a, fix minutes and a 
half eaft of the Pico, the difference of the longitude betwixt the latter and the obfer- 
vatory at Paris is 18 0 51'. Subtracting therefore 8° 27', which, according to the Con- 
noiffance des Terns, is the different e of longitude between that obfervatory and Cadiz ; 
the difference of longitude between that city and the Fico is io° 24', and confequently 
differs fix minutes from Don George’s reckoning. 

On the 7th we loft fight of the Canaries, and continued our courfe towards Mar- 
tinico, fleering fouth between forty-twO and forty-five degrees ^ utterly, encreafing the 
angle every day, till near the ifland, *we fleered due weft under its parallel, and on the 
26th of June aifeovered Martinico and Dominica. 

The difference of longitude between Cadiz and Martinico appeared from our 
reckoning to be 59 0 55', that is, 3 0 55' more than the chart of Antonio de Matos 
% von. xiv. tt makes 
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makes it ; which is however generally followed in this voyage. According to the 
©bfervations of Father Laval, made at Martinico, the difference Of longitude is 55 0 8' 45" 9 
according to thofe of Father Feuillee, 55 0 19'. This •error in a great meafure 
proceeds from a want of accuracy in the log-line j for had the pilot of the Conquiftador, 
who found the fame defeft in his calculations, made the diftance between the knots 
of the log-line thirty Englifh feet, in dead of forty-feven and a half, the difference of 
longitude, by account, would have been only fifty-feven degrees. This error in mark- 
ing the log-line is common both to the pilots of Spain and other nations ; and this^ like 
many other faults in navigation, remains 11 ncor rented for want of attention. 

The diftance between the knots on the log-line fliould contain -i of a mile, fup- 
pofing the glais to run exactly half a minute : and though all agree in this refpeft, yet 
not in the true length of the mile, which ought to be determined by the moil exaft 
menfurations ; as thofe of M. Oaflini in France, ours in the province of Quito, or 
thofe of M. Maupertuis in Lapland. If the length of the degree be computed accord- 
ing to M. Caflini’s meafures, 57,060 toiics, a minute or geographical mile will contain 
951 toifes, or 5,706 royal feet, of which , !--■ is nearly equal to Joriy-icven feet fix 
inches and a half; and as the Paris foot is to that of London as 16 to 15*; 
this, when reduced to Englifh meafure, makes nearly fifty feet eight inches and a 
quarter. And this is the true diftance between each knot on the log-line. 

This menfuration, which fhould have been hitherto the rule obferved, is not ex aft, 
when compared to that which lias been found from inveftigating the figure of the 
earth, which is difeovered to be very different from what it has been imagined ; fo that 
it is not furprifmg that there ihould be found confiderable differences in the nautical 
calculations. 


The Author’s Journal , on board the huendio. 

Having fet fail on the fame day, namely, the 28th of May 1735, and ftcered fouth, 
between fifty-two and fifty-fix degrees wefterly, we perceived on June 2d, about fix 
in the evening, the ifland of Savages, one of the Canaries ; and on ihe 3d we faw Te- 
neriffe. I found the difference of longitude between Cadiz and Naga-Point to be 1 1" 6', 
which agrees with the Englifh and Dutch charts, but differs a little from the true 
longitude determined by Father Feuillee at Loratava, in the fame ifland of Tenerifie. 

On the 4th, we had fight of the illands of Palma, Gomera, and Fer : but again 
loft fight of them on the fifth. On the 29th about noon, we made Martinico, and 
continuing our courfe, parted between that ifland and Dominica. The difference 
of longitude between Martinico and Cadiz bay, according to my reckoning,* was 
57 ° 5 ’ one degree more than San Telmo’s chart makes it. But it is proper to ob- 
ferve, that in order to eftimate my courfe, and avoid the danger of finding a great 
difference at making land, 1 followed two different calculations, one according to the 
meafures commonly given by pilots to the diftance between the knots 011 the log-line, 
of forty-feven Englifli feet and a half, and the other by reducing them to forty-feven 

'* 

‘ ¥: According to the late regulation of the Royal Society of London, and the meafures font by it 
tp the Academy of Sconces at Paris, and with which I was favoured by Martin Folkes, £iq. the worthy 
prefident efthat fociety, the Paris foot is to that, of London as 864 to 811, which /hews how erroneous 
thefe arejHiblifhed by Father Tofea f. • 

* ' 

4 The Pari* foot is divided into t welve Inches, ami euch inch into twelve lines ; wherefore, if we fuppof* each line to he divided 
e.i ;no parts, ihe Paris foot will he 1 MO parts, the London, 1360. 

Theft* proportions were fettled by the Royal Academy of Sciences at Pari*, in their trrftlife of the figure and magnitude of the earth, 
Partxi. Chap. 5 , which jhews the erroneoufnefs of thv above. A. 

royal 
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royal feet : for though in ftri&nefs, it ought to have been forty-feven and a half of the 
latter, the difference being but fmall, I thought it beft; to omit fhe half foot, that ray 
reckoning might be before the fhip. According to the firft method, the difference of 
longitude between Cadiz and this ifland was between fixty and fixty-one degrees, which 
nearly agrees with the journal of Don George. 

From Martinico we continued our courfe towards Curafao, which we had fight of 
July 3d. The difference of meridians between that and Martinico, Don George Juan 
found to be 6° 49', whereas l made it 7 0 56'. The caufe of this difagreeinent was, 
that finding a fenfible difference in the latitudes, I regulated myfelf by the currents, 
imagining, according to the opinion of all our navigators, that they fet to the north- 
weft ; which Don George did not, and by that means his reckoning anfwered to the 
real diftance betwixt thefe two iflands, and mine was erroneous. But that the water 
was in motion, is not to be queflioncd : for in all the latitudes from June 30th, to 
July 3d, thole found by obfervation exceeded thole by account ten minutes thirteen 
feconds, and even fifteen minutes ; a fuflicicnt proof that the currents run diredtly 
north and not north- welt. 

From the 2d, at fix in the morning, till the day we made Curafao and IJruba, 
we had fhallow water, of a greenilli colour, which continued till about half pad feven 
in the evening, when we entered the gulf. 

Our courfe from Martinico to Curafao, during the two firit days, was fouth eighty- 
one wefterly ; and the two laft fouth fixty-four degrees wefterly. From thence to 
Carlhagei\a we kept at a proper diftance from the coaft, fo as to diftinguifh its moll 
noted capes, and inhabited places. 

On the 5th we difeovered the mountains of St. Martha, fo well known for their 
height, and being all covered with fnow ; and at fix in the morning we croffed at 
the current of thick water, which iffuos with prodigious rapidity, from the river De la 
Magdalena, and, extends feveral leagues into the fea. About fix in the evening found 
ourlelves to the northward of Cape de Canoa, where we lay to, and continued till 
feven in the morning, when we fet all our fails, which at eight in the evening brought 
us under for* Boca Chica, where we came to an anchor in thirty-four fathom water, 
the bottom muddy. On the 8th we endeavoured to get into Carthagena bay, but 
could not' before the 9th fecurely moor our fhip. 

During our paffage betwixt the Canary iflands, we had faint and variable winds, 
with fome fliort calms ; but, after we had loft fight of then, the gales encreafed upon 
us,' bur moderate, and continued in this manner till we arrived within one hundred 
and feventy or one hundred and eighty leagues of Martinico, when we had fqualts 
accompanied with violent rains. After palling the Canaries, at about twen.y leagues 
from thefe iflands, we had the wind at north-well, and at th;: diftance of rear eighty 
leagues it fhifted to call and eaft-north-eaft. We had nearly the fame in the middle 
of the Atlantic ocean, and afterwards the wind came about to the eaft, with different 
degrees of velocity j but the variation was not fuch as to occafion any inconveniency. 

Thefe are the winds generally met with in this voyage. Sometimes it veers away 
to the weft and weft-north- weft, though it is very feldotn known to continue on 
thefe points. Sometimes long calms intervene, which lengthen the voyage beyond the 
ufual time. All this depends on the feafons ; and according to *he time of the voy- 
age, the weather and winds are morg or lefs favourable. The winds above-mentioned 
are the inoft genera! jf and the beft time for making ufe of them, as they then are 
fettled, is when the fun approaches near the equator in his return from the tropic of 

t t 2 Capri- 



324 UIXOa’s VOYAGE to SOOTH AMERICA. 

Capricorn : for his approach to the autumnal equinox is the time when the calms 
moft prevail. 

From the iflands of Martinico and Dominica to that of Curafao and the coaft of 
Carthagena, the winds continued the fame as in the ocean, though more variable, and 
the weather lefs fair. I have faid that about one hundred and feventy leagues before 
we reached Martinico the winds were interrupted by fqualls ; and thefe are more com- 
mon beyond thofe iflands, and are immediately fucceeded by fhort calms j after which 
the wind frefhens again for half an hour, an hour, two hours, and l'ometimes longer. 
From what quarter thefe tornadoes or fqualls proceed, I cannot pofitively aflirtn ; but 
it is certain, that when they are over, the wind begins to blow from the fame point as 
before, and nearly with the fame force. And here it may be of ufe to obferve, that 
on any appearance of thefe fqualls in the atmofphere, the utmoft expedition mull be 
ufed in getting the fhip in readinefs, their impetuofity being fo fudden as to admit of no 
time for preparatives ; and therefore the leaft negligence may be attended with the 
moft fetal confequences. 

In the voyage from Cadiz to the Canaries, in fame parts, though the winds are 
otherwife moderate, the fea is agitated by thofe from the north and north-weft fome- 
times in large and long waves ; fometimes in fmall but more frequent ones, which 
happens when the wind blows ftrongly along the coaft of France and Spain ; for in 
the ocean the winds are fo mild, that the motion of the fhip is hardly perceived, which 
renders the paflage extremely quiet and agreeable. Within the windward iflands, and 
even before we reach them, in the parts where thefe terrible fqualls prevail, the fea is 
agitated in proportion to their violence and duration ; but no fooner is the wind abated, 
than the water becomes again clear and fmooth. 

The atmofphere of the ocean anfwcrs to the calmnefs of the winds and fea, fo that 
it is very feldom an obfervation cannot be taken, either from the fun’s being obfeured, 
or the hazinefs of the horizon. This is to be underftood of the fair feafon ; for other- 
wife here are dark days, when the air is filled with vapours, and the horizon very 
hazy. At all times it is feen filled with white and towering clouds, embelliihing the 
fky with a variety of figures and ramifications, which amufe the eye, tir#d with being 
fo long confined to two fuch fimilar objects as the fea and fky. Within the windward 
iflands the variety is ftill greater, the quantity of vapours profufely exhaled, filling it 
in fuch a manner, that fometimes nothing but clouds are to be feen, though part of 
thefe are gradually difperfed by the heat of the fun, fo that fome parts are quite clear, 
others obfeure ; but a general darknefs during the whole day is never known. 

It is well known and allowed, that through the whole extent of the ocean, not the 
leaft current is perceiveable, till we arrive within the iflands, where in fome parts they 
are fo ftrong and irregular, that without the greateft vigilance and precaution, a fhip 
will be in great danger among this archipelago. This fubjeft, together with the winds 
peculiar to this coaft, fhall hereafter be confidered more at large. 

In the track to Martinico and Dominica there is a fpace where the water, by its white 
, colour, vilibly diftinguifhes itfelf from the reft of the ocean. Don George, by his 
eftimate, found this fpace to terminate one hundred leagues from Martinico ; whereas, 
according to my reckoning, it reached only to within one hundred and eight leagues ; 
it may therefore, at* a medium, be placed at one hundred and four. This fmall dif- 
ference doubtlefs proceeds from the difficulty of , difeovering where this whitifh colour 
of the water terminates, towards Martinico. It begins at about «ne hundred and forty 
leagues from that ifland, which mult be underftood of the place where the different 
colours of the water are evident j for if wc reckon from where it begins to be juft <Jif- 

fcernible, 
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cemible, the diftance is not lefs than one hundred and eighty leagues. This track of 
water is a certain mark for dire&ing one’s courfe ; became, after leaving it, we have 
the fatisfa&ion of knowing the remaining diftance ; it is not deleniated on any map, 
except the new one lately publifhed in France ; though it would doubtlefs be of great 
ufe in them all. 

Nothing farther remains, than to give an account of Yhe variation of the needle 
in different parts in which we found the fhip by her latitude and longitude; a 
point of the utmoft confequence in navigation, not only with regard to the ge- 
neral advantage to mariners in knowing the number of degrees intercepted be- 
betwcen the magnetic and true north of the world, but alfo as, by repeated obferva- 
lions of this kind, the longitude may be found, and we may know within a degree, 
or a degree and a half, the real place of the fhip ; and this is the neareft approxi- 
mation to which this has been carried by thofe who revived it at the beginning of this 
century. Among thefe the chief was that celebrated Englifhman, Dr. Edmund Halley : 
in emulation of whom, many others of the fame nation, as alfo feveral French- 
men, applied themfelves to the improvement of it. We already enjoy the fruits 
of their labours in the variation charts lately publifhed, though they are prin- 
cipally ufeful only in long voyages ; where the difference of two or of even three 
degrees is not accounted a confiderable error, when there is a certainty that it 
cannot exceed that number. This fyffem, though new with reward to the ufe 
it is now applied Vo, is far from being fo among the Spaniards and Portuguefe, 
very plain veftiges of it remaining in their old treatifes of navigation. Maniel oe Fi- 
gueyredo, cofmographer to the King of Portugal, in his Hydrographia, or Examin de 
Pilot os, printed at Lilbon in i6o3, chap. ix. and x. propofes a method for finding, from 
the variation of the needle, the diftance run in failing eaft and weft. And Don Lazaro 
de Flores, in his Arte de Navegar, printed in 1672, chap. i. partii. quotes this author, 
as an authority to confirm the fame remark made by himfelf ; adding (chap, ix.) that 
the Portuguefe, in all their regulations concerning navigation, recommend it as a cer- 
tain method. It mud, however, be acknowledged, that thofe ancient writers have not 
handled this point with the penetration and accuracy of the Englifh and French, 
aflifted by a greater number of more recent obfervations. And that the obfervations 
made in thi< voyage may be of the rnofl general ufe, I fhall infert them in the two fol- 
lowing taoles ; previoufly informing the reader, that the longitudes correfponding with 
each are trqe, the error of the courfe, with regard to the difference of meridians, bring 
corrected from the obfervations of* the fathers Laval and Feuillec : — 

Variations obferved by Don George Juan, the L:ngitudc being reckoned wejl from Cadiz . 


l)fg. jf 
Lat. 

Dig. of 
Long. 

Variation 

obferved. 

Variation by 
the Chart. 

Difference. 

27 30 

I I OO 

8 00W. 

9 00W. 

I OO 

25 3 ° 

*4 3 ° 

6 20 

7 20 

I OO 

24 00 

17 OO 

4 3 ° 

6 00 

1 30 

23 20 

18 30 

3 3 ° 

5 00 

I OO 

22 30 

20 OO 

•2 30 

4 3 ° 

2 Ov? 

21 50 

22 Of) 

I 30 

4 00 

2 30 

'21 35 

26 OO 

O 30 ^ 

3 00 

2 30 

16 20 

43 OO 

4 00E. 

2 30E. 

2 OO 

*5 4 o 

45 00 

5 °o 

3 20 I 

I 40 

Off* Martinico 

6 00 

5 00 | 

I OO 


Variations 
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Variations obferved by the Author , the Longitude being reckoned from the former Meridian. 


Deg. of 
Lai. 

Deg. of 

1 iUUig. 

Variation 

obferved. 

Variation by ~ 
the Chart. 


36 20 

00 25 

9 30W. 

13 00W. 

3 3 ° 

3 1 2 3 

08 22 

7 00 

10 30 

3 3 ° 

30 11 

IO 21 

6 00 

9 3° 

3 3 ° 

26 57 

14 54 

4 00 

7 00 

3 00 

25 5 2 

l6 28 

J 5 59 
43 46 

3 4o 

0 30E. 

6 30 

2 00E. 

2 50 

1 30 

15 20 | 47 32 
Off Cape de la Vela 

2 30 

6 00 

4 00 

7 3° 

>-< w 

U Oj 

0 0 


To the above obfervations on the variation of the needle, compared with thole on 
the variation chart, firfl publilhed by the great I)r. Halley in 1700, and corrected in 
1 744, from other obfervations and journals by Meflrs. Montaine and Dodfon of Lon- 
don, i (hall add fome reflections, in order to expofe the negligence in conllrufting the 
magnetic needles. 1. It appears that the variations obferved by Don George Juan do 
not agree with mine, which is not to be attributed to a defect in the obfervations. This 
is fumciently evident from comparing them. The differences between thofe obferved by 
Don Qeorge and thofe on the chart, are nearly every where uniform ; the moft confi- 
derable being a degree and fifty minutes ; one making the variation 2 0 30', and the 
other a degree only. This probably arofe from the motidn of the Ihip, which hinders 
the needle from being entirely at reft ; or from the difk of the fun, by reafon of in- 
tervening vapours, not being accurately determined, or fome other unavoidable accident ; 
the error, when the difference is lefs than a degree, being fcarcely perceivable in thefe 
obfervations. Thus, on a medium, the rational conclufion is, that the needle ufed in 
thefe obfervations varied a degree and forty minutes lefs than thofe when the map was 
conftructed. 

The fame uniformity appears in the differences between my obfervations and the 
chart ; but it muff be obferved, that having ufed two different needles, the particulars 
of each nearly correlpond, fo that between the five firfl, the greatefl difference is of 
forty minutes, which intervene between the Imallell difference of 2 0 50', and the greatefl 
of 3 y ,.30'. Hence, taking the medium between both, the difference between my ob- 
fervations and the chart will be 3 0 16', the latter being fo much lefs than the former. 
The three laft do not want this operation, the difference of i r 30' being equal in^U, 
and the variations refulting from thefe obfervations are alfo lefs than thole delineated on 
the map ; the variation having puffed to a different fpecies ; namely, from north-well 
to north-eaft. This detnonffrates, that the firft needle I made ufe of, whether it had 
been ill touched, or the Heel not accurately placed, varied i° 30' wefterly lefs than 
that ufed by Don George Juan; and as this officer continued his obfervations to the 
end of the voyage with the fame needle, the difference, which at firlt was negative, on 
the variation changing its denomination became pofitive ; and from my changing inftru- 
ments, the difference # on my fide continued always negative. The reafon of this is, that 
the difference of the five firfl obfervations proceeded lefs from a real difference in the 
variation, than from the poles of the needle, which was fo far from anfwering exactly 
with the meridian-line on the compafs-card, that it inclined towards the north-well ; the 
contrary happened in the fecond compafe made ufe of, its inclination being towards the 
north-eaft ; confequently, whatever the angle of that inclination was, it occafiofied^k 
proportionate diminution in the variation of a contrary fpecies. 


Thefe 
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Thefe obfervations, thus compared, fhew the errors to which navigators are liable, 
for want of attention in making choice of proper needles, which they fhould be careful 
to procure, not only well made and exaft, but alfo ftriftly tried with regard to their in- 
clination to the true meridian, before they venture to depend upon them in any voyage. 
In this point, Spain is guilty of a notorious negledt, notwithflanding it is evidently the 
fource of a thoufand dangerous errors ; for a pilot, in correcting the courfc he has 
fleered, in making ufe of a compafs whofe variation is different from the true, will con- 
fequently find a difference between the latitude by account and the latitude obferved ; 
and to make the neceffary equation according to the rules commonly received in failing 
on points near the meridian, he mufl either increafe or diminifh the diltance, till it 
agrees with the'latitude, whereas in this cafe the principal error proceeded from the 
rhomb. The fame thing happens in parts where it is apprehended there may be cur- 
rents ; w'hich often occur in failing when the latitude by account, and that by obferva- 
tion, difagree ; though in reality the water has no motion, the difference proceeding 
entirely from making ufe of another variation in the courfe, than that of the needle by 
which the fhip is fleered ; as was the cafe with me in failing from Martinico to Curafao, 
and likewife of all the artifis on board the fhip. Another error incident to navigators, 
though not fo much their own, is to fleer the fhip by one needle, and obferve the va- 
riation by another ; for though they have been compared, and their differences carefully 
obferved, their motions being unequal, though at the beginning of the voyage the dif- 
ference was only a certain number of degrees, the continual friction of the former on 
the pivot, renders the point of the needle, on which it is fufpended, more dull than 
the other, which is only hung when they make obfervations, being at all other times 
kept with tfie greateft care ; and hence proceeds the change obfervable in their differ- 
ences. In order to remedy this evil, all needles intended to be ufed at fea fhould be 
equally proper Jor obferving the variation ; and the older vation made with thofe before 
placed in the bittacle ; and, to improve the charts of variation, fhould be touched in 
the fame manner, and adjufted to the meridian of place, where the exact variation is 
known. Thus obfervations made in the fame places by different fhips, would not be 
found fo confiderably to vary ; unlefs the interval of time between two obfervations be 
fuch as to render fenfible that difference in the variation, which has been obferved for 
many years na/t, and is allowed of by all nations. 

Thefe are the caufes of the manifefl difference between needles ; there may be others, 
but this is not the proper place for enumerating them. 


CHAP. II. — Defer] pt'ior of Carthagcnj. 

ON the 9th of July 1 735, we landed, and Don George Juan and myfelf imme- 
diately waited on the governor of the place. We were informed that the French acade- 
micians were not yet arrived, nor was there any advice of them. Upon this informa- 
tion, and being by our inflructions obliged to wait for them, we agreed to make the 
bell ufe of our time ; but were unhappily deflit ute of inftruments, thofe ordered by 
His Majefly from Paris and London not being fmiftied when we left Cadiz, but were 
forwarded to us 'a|sQuito foon after our •arrival. We, however, f/tunately heard that 
there were fome in the city, formerly belonging to Brigadier Don Juan de Herrera, 
engineer of Carthagena j by thefe we were enabled to make obfervations on the latitude, 
longitude, and variation of the needle. We alio drew plans of the place and the bay 
from thofe of this engineer, with the neceflary additions and alterations. 
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lift thefe operations we employed ourfelves till the middle of November 1735, impa- 
tient at the delay of the French academicians. At length, on the 15th, a French 
armed vcffel came to an anchor, during the night, under Boca Chica ; and to our great 
fatisfa&ion we learned, that the long-expedled gentlemen were on board. On the 16th 
we vifited them, and were received with all imaginable politenefs by M.de Ricour, 
captain of a man of war, and king’s lieutenant of Guarico, in the ifland of St. Do- 
mingo ; and Meflrs. Godin, Bouguer, and De la Condamine, academicians, who were 
accompanied by Meflrs. Juflicu, botanift ; Seniergues, furgeon ; Verguin, Couplet, and 
Deffordonais, affociates ; Morenvile, draughtfman ; and Hugot, clock-maker. 

Our intention being to go to the equator with all poflible expedition, nothing re- 
mained but to fix on the mod convenient and expeditious route to Quito. Having 
agreed to go by the way of Porto Bello, Panama, and Guayaquil, we prepared to fail ; 
in the meantime, by help of the inftruments brought by the academicians, we repeated 
our obfervations on the latitude, weight of the air, and the variation of the needle ; 
the refult of which will appear in the following defeription : — 

The city of Carthagena ftands in io° 25' 48 §" north latitude; and in the longitude 
of 282* 28' 36" from the meridian of Paris; and 301° 19' 36" from the meridian of 
Pico Teneriffe ; as appeared from our obfervations. The variation of the needle we 
alfo, from feveral obfervations, found to be eight degrees eafterly. 

The bay, and the country, before called Calamari, were difeovered in 1502 by Ro- 
derigo de Baftidas ; and in 1504, Juan de la Cofa and Chriflopher Guerra began the 
war againft the Indian inhabitants, from whom they met with greater refiftance than 
they expected ; thofe Indians being a martial people, and valour fo natural to them, 
that even the women voluntarily fhared in the fatigues and dangers of the war. Their 
ufual arms were arrows, which they poifoned with the juice of certain herbs ; whence 
the flighteft wounds were mortal. Thefe were fucceeded by Alonfo. de Ojeda, who 
fome years after landed in the country, attended by the fame Juan de.la Cofa, his chief 
pilot, and Americo Vefpucio, a celebrated geographer of thofe times ; but made no 
greater progrefs than the others, though -he had feveral encounters with the Indians. 
Nor was Gregorio Hernandez de Oviedo more fortunate. But, at length, the conqueft 
of the Indians was accomplilhcd by Don Pedro de Heredia, who, after gaining feveral 
victories over them, peopled the city in 1533, under the title of a government. 

The advantageous fituation of Carthagena, the extent and fecurity of its bay, and 
the great fhare it attained of the commerce of that fouthern continent, foon caufed it 
to be ere&cd into an epifcopal fee. The fame circumftances contributed to its prefer- 
vation and increafe, as the moft clteemed fettlement and ftaple of the Spaniards* but 
at the fame time they drew on it the hoftilities of foreigners, who, thirlling after its 
riches, or induced by the importance of the place, have feveral times invaded, taken, 
and plundered it. *Wr 

The firft invafion was made foon after its eftablifliment in 1 544, by certain French 
adventurers, conducted by a Corfican pilot, who, having fpent fome time there, gave 
them an account of its fituation, and the avenues leading to it, with every other parti- 
cular necefiary to the fuccefsful conduct of their enterprife ; which they accordingly 
effected. The fecond invader was Francis Drake, termed the deftroycr of the new 
conquefts, who, after giving it up to pillage, fet it on fire, and laid half the place in 
afhes ; and its fatal deltru£hon was only prevented by a ranfom of a hundred and twenty 
thoufand filver ducats paid him by the neighbouring colonies. 

It was invaded a third time in 1597, by the French, commanded by M. dePointis, 
who came before the place with a large armament, confiding partly of Flibuftiers, little 
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better than pirates: but, as fubje&s to the King of France, were ’protected by that 
monarch. After obliging the fort of Boca Chica to furremler, whereby the entrance 
of the bay was laid open, he landed his men, and befieged Fort Lazaro, which was 
followed by the furrendcr of the city. But the capitulation was no fecurity againft the 
rage of avarice, -which had configned it to pillage. 

This eafy conqueft has by fomc been attributed to a private correfpondence between 
the governor and Poinds ; and what increafes the fufpicion is, that he embarked on 
board the French fquudron at its departure, together with all his treafures and effects, 
none of which had {hared in the general calamity. 

The city is fituated on a fandy ifland, which forming a narrow pafiage on the fouth- 
weft opens a communication with that part called Tiorra Bomba,, as far as Boca Chica. 
The neck of land which now joins them, was formerly the entrance of the bay ; but 
it having been clofed up by orders from Madrid, Boca Chica became the only entrance ; 
and this aifo has been filled up fince the attempt of the Englilh in 1741, who, having 
made themfelves mailers of the forts which defended it, entered the bay with an intent 
of taking the city ; but they mifearried in their attempt, and retired with confiderable 
lofc. This event: caufed orders to be difpatched for opening the old entrance, by which 
all {hips now enter the bay. On the north fide the land is fo narrow, that, before the 
wall was^begun, the diftance from fea to fea was only thirty-five toifes ; but afterwards 
enlarging, forms another ifland on this fide, and the whole city is, excepting thefe two 
places, which are very narrow, entirely furrounded by the fea. Eaflward it communi- 
cates, by means of a wooden bridge, with a large fuburb called Xexemani, built on 
another ifland, which has alfo a communication with the continent by means of another 
wooden bridge. The fortifications, both of the city and fuburb, are conflru&ed in the 
modern manner, and lined with free-ftone. The garrifon, in times of peace, confifts 
of ten companies of regulars, each containing, officers included, feventy-feven men ; 
beiides feveral companies of militia. 

In the fide of Xexemani, at a fmall diftance from that fuburb, on a hill, is a fort 
called St. Lazaro, commanding both the city and fuburb. The height of the hill is 
between twenty and twenty-one toifes, having been geometrically mcal’ured. It is joined 
to feveral higher hills, which run in an eaftern direction. Thefe terminate in another 
hill of confiderable height, being eighty-four toifes, called Monte de la Popa, and on 
the top of it is a convent of bare footed Auguftines, called Nueftra Senora de la Popa. 
Here is an enchanting profpect, extending over the country and coaft to an immenfe 
diftance. 

The city and fuburbs are well laid out, the ftreets being ftraight, broad, uniform, 
and well paved. The houfes are built of ftonc, except a few pf brick ; but confift 
chiefly of only one Jtory above the ground-floor ; the aparttrkn.s '"ell contrived. All 
the houl'es have balconies and lattices of wood, as more durable in this climate than 
iron, the latter being ibon corroded and deftroyed by the moifture and acrimonious 
quality of the nitrous air ; from whence, and the fmokv colour of the Vails, the out- 
iide of the buildings makes but an indifferent appearance. 

The churches and convents of this city are the cathedral, that of the Trinity in the 
fuburbs, built by bifhop Don Gregory de Molleda, who alio in 1734 founded a chapel 
of eafe dedicated 1% St. Toribio. The orders which have convent v at Carthagena, are 
thofe of St.Francis, in the fuburbs, Sj. Dominic, St. Auguftin, La Merced, alfo the Ja- 
cobins, . and Recollets ; a college of Jefuits, and an hofpital of San Juan de Dios. The 
nunneries are thofe of St. Clara and St. Tcrcfa. All the churches and convents are of a 
proper architecture, and fufiiciently capacious ; but there appears fomething of poverty 
vol. xiv. u v in 
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in the ornaments, fome of them wanting what even decency requires. The communi- 
ties, particularly that of St. Francis, are pretty numerous, and confifl of Europeans, 
white Creoles, and native Indians. 

' Carthagena, together with its fuburbs, is equal to a city of the third rank in Europe. 
It is well peopled, though moft of its inhabitants are defeended from the Indian tribes. 
It is not the moft opulent in this country, for, befides the pillages it has fuffered, no 
mines are worked here ; fo that moft of the money feen in it is fent from Santa Fe and 
Quito, to pay the falaries of the governor and other civil and military officers, and the 
wages of the garrifon ; and even this makes no long flay here. It is not, however, 
unfrequent, to find perfons who have acquired handfome fortunes by commerce, whofe 
houfes are fplendidly furnilhed, and who live in every refpett agreeable to their wealth. 
The governor refutes in the city, which, till 1739, was independent of the military 
government. In civil affairs, an appeal lies to the audience of Santa Fe.; and a viceroy 
of Santa Fe being that year created, under the title of viceroy of New Granada, the 
government of Carthagena became fubject to him alfo in military affairs. The firft who 
filled this viceroyalty was lieutenant-general Don Sebaffian de Eflava ; who defended 
Carthagena 'againit the powerful invafion of the Englilh in 1741. 

Carthagena has alio a bifhop, whofe fpiritual jurifdidion is of the fame extent as the 
military and civil government. The ecclefiaftical chapter is compofed of the hilltop and 
prebends. There is alio a court of inquilition, whole power reaches to the three pro- 
vinces of Hla Efpanola (where it was firlt fettled). Terra Firma, and Santa Fe. 

Befides thefe tribunals, the police and adminiftration of jultice in the city is under 
a fecular magiftracy, confuting of regidores, from whom every year are chofen two 
alcaldes, who are generally perfons of the higheft efteem and’ diltindion. There is 
alfo an office of revenue, under an accountant and treafurer : here all taxes and monies 
belonging to the King are received ; and the proper blues directed. A perfon of the 
law, with the title of auditor dc la gente de guerra , determines proceffes. 

The jurifdidion of the government of Carthagena reaches eaftward’to the great river 
De la Magdalena, and along it fouth ward, till, winding away, it borders on the pro- 
vince of Antioquia ; from thence it ftretches weftward to the river of Darien ; and from 
thence northward to the ocean, all along the coalts between the mouths of thefe two 
rivers. The extent of this government, from eaft to weft, is generally computed at 
fifty-three leagues; and from fouth to north, eighty-five. In this l’pace are feveral 
fruitful vallies, called by the natives Savannas ; as thofe of Zamba, Zenu, Tolu, Mom- 
pox, Baranca, and others ; and in them many fettlemcnts large and fmall, of Euro- 
peans, Spanilh Creoles, and Indians. There is a tradition, that all thefe countries, 
together with that of Carthagena, whilft they continued in their native iddirtry’ 
abounded in gold ; and fome veftiges of the old mines of that metal are ftill to be feen 
in the neighbourhoods of Simiti San Lucas, and Guamaco ; but they arc now negleded, 
being as imagined, exhaufted. But what equally contributed to the richnefs of this 
country, was tht trade it carried on with Choco and Darien ; from whence they brought 
in exchange for this metal, the feveral manufactures and works of art they flood in 
need of. Gold was the moft cbmmon ornament of the Indians, both for men and 
women. 

CHAP. III. — Dc/cription of t Carthagena Bay. 

CARTHAGENA bay is one of the beft, not only on the coaft, but .alfo in all the 
Miown parts of this country. It extends two leagues and a half from north to fouth ; 
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lias a fuffident depth of water and good anchorage ; and fo fmooth, that the (hips are 
no more agitated than on a river. The many {hallows, indeed, at the entrance, on 
fome of which there is fo little water that even fmall veflels (trike, render a careful 
(teerage ncceflary. But this danger may be avoided, as it generally is, by taking on 
board a pilot ; and for further fecurity, His Majefiy maintains one of fufficient experi- 
ence, part of whole employment is to fix marks on the dangerous places. 

The entrance to the bay, as I have already obferved, was through the narrow {trait 
called Boca Chica, a name very properly adapted to its narrownefs, fignifying, in Spa- 
nifh, Little Mouth, 'admitting only one fhip at a time, and even lhe mult be obliged to 
keep clofe to the fhore. This entrance was defended on the eaft by a fort called Saint 
Lewis de Boca Chica, at the extremity of Tierra Bomba, and by Fort St. Jofcph on the 
oppofite fide in the Me of Baru. The former, after fultaining, in the laft fiege by 
the Englifh, a vigorous attack both by fea and land, and a cannonading of eleven days, 
its defences ruined, its parapets beat down, and all its artillery difinounted, was relin- 
quilhed. The enemy being thus matters of it, cleared the entrance, and, with their 
whole fquadron and armaments, moved to the bottom of the bay. But, by the dili- 
gence and indultry of our people, they found all the artillery of fort Santa Cruz nailed 
up. This fort was alfo, from its largenefs, called Cafitillo Grande, and commanded 
all the fhips which anchor in the bay. This, together with that of Boca Chica, St. 
Jofcph, and two others, which defended the bay, called Manzanillo and Paftelillo, the 
enemy, enraged at their difappointment, demolifhed when they quitted the bay. The 
promifing beginning of this invafion, as I have already obferved, gave occafion to the 
(hutting up and rendering impracticable the entrance of Boca Chica, and of opening 
and fortifying the former (trait ; fo that an enemy would now find it much more diffi- 
cult to force a paffage. 

The tides in this bay are very irregular, and the fame may nearly be faid of the whole 
coaft. It is often feen to flow a whole day, and afterwards ebbs away in four or five 
hours ; yet the greateft alteration obferved in its depth is two feet, or two feet and a 
half. Sometimes it is even lefs lenfiblc, and only to be perceived by the current or 
flow of the water. This circumftance increafes the danger of ftriking, though a fere- 
nity continually reigns there. The bottom alfo being compofed of a gravelly ooze, 
whenever a flrp is aground, it often happens that (he mud be lightened before (he can 
be made to float. 

Towards Boca Chica, and two leagues and a half diflant from it feawards, there is a 
(hoal of gravel and coarfc fand, on many parts of which there is not above a foot and 
a half of water. In 1735, the Conquiftador man of war, bound from Carthagena to 
Pom> Bello, (truck on this (hoal, and owed her fafety entirely to a very extraordinary 
calm. Some pretended to fay that the (hoal was before known 1 y the name of Salme- 
dina ; but the artifls on board affirmed the contrary, and that the (hoal on which (he 
(truck had never been heard of before. From the obfervations of the pilots and others, 
Nueftra Senora de Id Popa bore eafl-north-eail two degrees north, diftancc two leagues ; 
the cafiie of St. Lewis de Boca Chica, caft-fouth-eafi, di fiance three leagues and a 
half, and the north part of Ida Vofaria, fouth one quarter wefierly. It mult, how- 
ever, be remembered, that thefe obfervations were made on the apparent rhombs of 
the needle. 

1 he bay abounds with great variety of fifli both wholefome and agreeable to the 
palate ; the molt common are the (had, the tafic of which is not indeed the moil deli- 
cate. The turtles are large and well tafted. But it is greatly inferted with (harks, 
which are extremely dangerous to feamen, as they immediately feize every perfon they 
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difcover in the water, and fometimes even venture to attack them in their, boats. - It is 
a common diverfion for the crews of thofe ihips who Hay any time in the bay, to filh for 
thefe rapacious monfters, with large hooks fattened to a chain ; though, when they 
have caught one, there is no eating it, the flelh being as it were a kind of liquid fat. 
Some of them have been feen with four rows of teeth ; the younger have generally but 
two. The voracity of this fifh is fo prodigious, that it i'wallows all the filth either 
thrown out of {hips, or call up by the lea. 1 mvfelf faw in the ftomach of one the en- 
tire body of a dog, the fofrer parts only having been digefled. The natives affirm that 
they have alfo feen alligators ; but this being a freih-water animal, if any were ever ;.,en 
in the fea, it mult be fomcthing very extraordinary. 

In the bay the galleons from Spain wait the arrival of the Pern fleet at Pamun:,, .aid 
on the firll advice of this, fail away for Porto Bello ; at the end of the fair held at that 
town, they return into this bay, and, after taking on board every necellary for their voy- 
age, put to fea again as foon as poflible. During their ablettce the hay is little fre- 
quented ; the country veflels, which are only a few bilanders and feluccas, flay no lon- 
ger than is necellary to careen and lit out for proiccuting their voyage. 


CHAP.- IV. — Of the Inhabit ant s of Carthagcna. 

THE inhabitants may be divided into different calls or tribes, who derive their 
origin from a coalition of Whites, Negroes, and Indians. Ol each of thefe we Hull 
treat particularly. 

The Whites may be divided into two claffes, -the Europeans, and Creoles, or Whites 
born in the country. The former are commonly called Chapetoncs, but are not nu- 
merous ; moll of them either return into Spain after acquiring a competent fortune, or 
remove up into inland provinces in order to increafo it. Thofe who qre fettled at Car- 
thagena carry on the whole trade of that place, and live in opulence ; whillt the other 
inhabitants are indigent, and reduced to have recourfe to mean and hard labour for fub- 
fiftence. The families of the White Creoles compofe the landed interefl ; feme of them 
have large eltates, and are highly refpecled, becaufe their ancellors came into the coun- 
try invetled with honourable polls, bringing their families with them wh r en they fettled 
here. Some of thefe families, in order to keep up their original dignity, have either 
married their children to their equals in the country, or fent them as officers on board 
the galleons ; but others have greatly declined. Belie! es thefe, there are other Whites, 
in mean circumllances, who either owe their origin to Indian families, or at leall to an 
intermarriage with them, fo that there is fome mixture in their blood ; but when this is 
not difcoverable by their colour, the conceit of being Whites alleviates the preffurc of 
every other calamity. 

Among the other tribes which are derived from an intermarriage of the Whites with 
the Negroes, the firll are the Mulattos. Next to thefe the Tercerones, prodaced from 
a White and a Mulatto, with fome approximation to the former, but not fo near as to 
obliterate their origin. After thefe follow the Quartcrones, proceeding from a White 
and a Terceron. The lall are the Quint crones, who owe their origin to a White and 
Quarteron. This is the lull gradation, there being no vifible difference between them 
and the Whites, either in colour or features ; nay, they are often fairer than the Spa- 
niards. The children of a White and Quinteron’are alfo called Spaniards, and confi- 
der themfelves as free from all taint of the Negro race. Every perfon is fo Jealous of 
the order of their tribe or calt, that if, through inadvertence, you call them by a 
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degree lower than what they actually are, they are highly offended, never fuffering 
themfelyes to be deprived of fo valuable a gift of fortune. 

Before they attain the clafs of the Quinterones, there are feveral intervening cir- 
cumftances which throw them back ; for between the Mulatto and the Negro there is an 
intermediate race, which they call Sambos, owing , their origin to a mixture between 
one of thefe with an Indian, or among themfelves. They are all'o diftinguilhed ac- 
cording to the calls their fathers were of. Betwixt the Tercerones and the Mulattos, 
the Quart erones and the Tercerones, &c. are thole called Tente en el Ayre, fufpended 
in the air, becaufe they neither advance nor recede. Children, whofe parents are a 
Quarteron or Quinteron, and a Mulatto or Terceron, are Salto atras, - retrogrades, be- 
caufe, inllead of advancing towards being Whites, they have gone backwards towards 
the Negro race. The children between a Negro and Quinteron are called Sambos 
de Negro, de Mulatto, de Terceron, &c. 

Thefe are the moll known and common tribes or Caltas ; there are, indeed, feveral 
others proceeding from their intermarriages ; but, being fo various, even they them- 
felves cannot eafily diltinguilh them ; and thefe are the only people one fees in the city, 
the eltancias*, and the villages ; for if any Whites, efpecially women, are met with, it is 
only accidental, thefe generally refiding in their houfes, at lealt, if they are of any 
rank or character. 

Thefe calls, from the Mulattos, all affect the Spanilh drefs, but wear very flight 
Hull's on account of the heat of the climate. Thefe are the mechanics of the city ; 
the Whites, whether Creoles, or Chapitones, difdaining fuch a mean occupation, 
follow nothing below merchandize : but it being impoffible for all to fucceed, great 
numbers not being able to procure fufficient credit, they become poor and mil'er- 
able from their averflon to thofe trades they follow in Europe ; and, inllead of the 
riches which they flattered themfelves with poflefling in the Indies, they experience the 
molt complicated, wretchednefs. 

The clafs of Negroes is not the leal! numerous, and is divided into two parts ; the 
free and the Haves. Thefe are again fubdivided into Creoles and Bozares, part of 
which are employed in the cultivation of the haziandes t, or ellancias. Thofe in the 
city arc obliged to perform the moll laborious fervices, and pay out of their wages a 
certain quota f ~ their mailers, fubfifting themfelves on the fmall remainder. The vio- 
lence of the heat not permitting them to wear any clothes, their only covering is a final! 
piece of cotton Hull' about their waill ; the -female Haves go in the lame manner. Some 
of, thefe live at the eltancias, being married to the Haves who work there ; while thofe 
in the city fell in the markets all kind of eatables, and dry fruits, fweet-meats, cakes 
made of the maize, and caflava, and feveral other things about the llreets. Thofe who 
have children fucking at their breaft, which is the cafe of the go. legality, carry them on 
their Ihoulders, in order to have their arms at liberty ; and when the infants are hun- 
gry, they give them the brealt either under the arm or over the flioulder, without 
taking them from their backs. This will, perhaps, appear incredible ; but their hreafts, 
being left to grow without any preffure on them, often hang down to their very waill, 
and are not therefore difficult to turn over their flioulders for the convenience of the 
infant. 

I 

* Eftancia properly fignifiea a manfton, or place where one flops to reft ; bat at Carthagena it implies a 
country-houfe, which, by reafon of the great number of (laves belonging to it, often equals a confidcrabJe 
village. 

f Hazianda in this place (ignifics a country-houfe, witrf* the lands belonging to it. 

The 
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The drefs of the Whites, both men and women, differs very little from that worn in 
Spain. The pcrfons in grand employments wear the fame habits as in Europe ; but 
with this difference, that all their clothes are very light, the waiftcoats and Dreeches 
being of fine Bretagne linen, and the coat of fome other thin fluff. Wigs are not much 
worn here ; and during our flay, the governor and two or three of the chief officers 
only appeared in them. Neckcloths are alfo uncommon, the neck of the fliirt being 
adorned with large gold buttons, and thefe generally fufl'ered to hang loofe. On their 
heads they wear a cap of very fine and white linen. Others go entirely bareheaded, 
having their hair cut from the nape of the neck *. Fans are very commonly worn by 
men, and made of a very thin kind of palm in the form of a crefcent, having a flick of 
the fame wood in the middle. Thofe who are not of the White clafs, or of any eminent 
family, wear a cloak and a hat flapped ; though fome Mulattos and Negroes drefs like 
the Spaniards and great men of the country. 

The Spanifh women wear a kind of petticoat, which they call pollera, made of a thin 
filk, without any lining, and on their body, a<wcry thin white wailtcoaf ; but even this 
is only worn in what they call winter, it being infupportable in fummer. They, how- 
ever, always lace in fuch a manner as to conceal their breaks. When they go abroad 
they wear a mantelet ; and on the days of precept, they go to mafs at three in the 
morning in order to difeharge that duty, and return before the violent heat of the day, 
which begins with the dawnf. 

Women wear over their pollera a taffety petticoat, of any colour they pleafe, except 
black ; this is pinked all over, to fhew the other they wear under it. On the head is a 
cap of fine white linen, covered with lace, in the (liape of a initre, and, being well 
flarched, terminates forward in a point. This they call panito, and never appear abroad 
without it, and a mantelet on their fhoulders. The ladies, and other native Whites, 
ufe this as their undrefs, and it greatly becomes them ; for, having been ufed to it from 
their infancy, they wear it with a better air. Inllead of fhoes, they only wear, both 
within and without doors, a kind of flippe s, large enough only to contain the tip of 
their feet. In the houfe their whole exercife confiits in fitting in their hammocks J, and 
Twinging themfelves for air. This is fo general a cuflom, that there is nor a houfe with- 
out two or three, according to the number of the family. In thefe they pafs the greater 
part of the day, and often men, as well as women, fleep in them, without minding the 
mconveniency of not ftretching the body at full length. 

Both /exes are pofiefl'ed of a great deal of wit and penetration, and alfo of a genius 
proper to excel in all kinds of mechanic arts. This is particularly confpicuous in thofe 
who apply themfelves to literature, and who at a tender age, fliow a judgment and 
perfpicacity, which in other climates, is attained only by a long furies of years and the 
greateft application. This happy difpofition and perfpicacity continues tiH they are 
between twenty and thirty years of age, after which they generally decline as fall a; 
they rofe; and frequently, before they arrive at that age, when they fhould begin to 
reap the advantage of their lludies, a natural indolence checks their farther pro- 
grefs, and they forfake the feiences, leaving the lurptiling etlecls of their capacity 
imperfect. 

* Here, and in molt 4, arts of South America, they have their hair cut fo fliort, that a ft ranger would 
think every man had a wig, blit did not wear it on account of the heat. 

f The heat is inconfiderable, compared with that of the afternoon, till half an hour after fun-rife. — A. 

^ Thefe hammocks are made of twitted cotton, and commonly knit in the maimer of a net, ami make no 
fmall part of the traffick of the Indians, by wh^rn they are chiefly made. — A. 
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The principal caufe of the fhort duration of fuch promifing beginnings, and* of the 
indolent turn fo often feen in thofe bright geniufes, is doubtlefs the want of proper 
objects for exercifing their faculties; and the frnall hopes of being preferred to any 
poft anfwerable to the pains they have taken. For as there is in this country neither 
army nor navy, and the civil employments very few, it is not at all furprifmg that the 
defpair of making their fortunes by this method, Ihould damp their ardour for excell- 
ing in the fciences, and plunge them into idlenefs, the fure forerunner of vice ; where 
they lofe the ufe of their real'on, and llifle thofe good principles which fired them when 
young and under proper fubjeclion. The fame is evident in the mechanic arts, in 
which they demonfirate a furprifmg fkill in a very little time ; but foon leave thofe alfo 
imperfect, without attempting to improve oil the methods of their mailers. Nothing 
indeed is more furprifmg than the early advances of the mind in this country, children 
of two or three years of age converfing with a regularity and ferioufnefs that is rarely 
feen in Europe at fix or (even ; and at an age when they can fcarcc fee the light, are 
acquainted with all the depths of wickednefs. 

The genius of the Americans being more forward than that of the Europeans, many 
have been willing to believe that it alfo fooner decays; and that at fixty years, or 
before, they have outlived that folid judgment and penetration, fo general among us 
at that time of life ; and it has been laid that their genius decays, while that of the 
Europeans is hafiening to its maturity and perfection. But this is a vulgar prejudice, 
confuted by numberlefs infiances, and particularly by the celebrated Father Fr. Benito 
Feyjoo, Teatro Critico, vol. iv. eflay 6. All who have travelled with any attention 
through thefe countries, have obferved in the natives of every age a permanent capa- 
city, and uniform brightriefs of intellect ; if they were not of that wretched number, 
who dilbrder both their minds and bodies by their vices. And indeed one often fees 
here perfons of eminent prudence and extenfive talents, both in the fpcculative and 
practical lcience.,, and who retain them in all their vigour, to a very advanced age. 

Charity is a virtue in which all the inhabitants of Carthagena, without exception, 
may be laid particularly to excel : and did they not liberally exert it towards European 
ftrangers, who generally come hither to leek their fortune, fuch would often perifli 
with fickncfs and poverty. This appears to me a fubjecl of fuch importance, though 
well known to all,, w ho have vifited this part of the world, that I {hall add a word or 
two on it, m order to undeceive thofe, who, not contented with perhaps a competent 
eftate. in their own country, imagine that it is only fetting their loot in the Indies, 
aiui their fortune is made. 

ot'hofe who on board the galleons are called Pulizoncs, as being men without em- 
ployment, fiock, or recommendation ; who, Jea\ ing their country as fugitives, and, 
without licenfe from the officers, come to feek their fortune in a o ■’ itry where they are 
utterly unknown ; after traverfing the fireets till they have nothing left to procure 
them lodging or food, they are reduced to have recourfe to the laft extremity, the 
Francifcan hofpital ; where they receive, in a quantity fufficient barely to keep them 
alive, a kind of pap made of cafava; of which, as the natives themfelves will not eat, 
the difagreeablenefs to wretched mortals never ufed to fuch food, may cafily be con- 
ceived *. This is their food ; their lodging is the entrance of the fquares and the 
porticos of churches, till their good fortune throws them in the *v> \.y of hiring them- 
felves to fome trader going up the country, who wants a fervant. The city merchants, 

* This is called Mandioc by the natives, and is the chief fnbftitute the poorer people have for bread ; 
and fo far from being rejefted even by the richer, that many prefer it to bread made from the bell 
European flour, much more to biicuit, which after fuch a voyage generally begins to be full of weevils. A. 
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(landing in no need of them, difcountenance thefe adventurers. Affe&ed by the diffe* 
rence of the climate, aggravated by bad food, dejeded and tortured by the entire difap- 
pointment of their romantic hopes, they fall into a thoufand evils, which cannot well 
be reprefented and among others, that diflemper called Chapetonada, or the di (tem- 
per of the Chapetones, without any other l'uccour to fly to than Divine Providence ; 
for none find admittance into the hofpital of St. Juan de Dios, but thofe who are able 
to pay, and confequently poveity becomes an abfolute* exclufion. Now it is that the 
charity of thefe people becomes confpicuous. The negro and mulatto free women, 
moved at their deplorable condition, carry them to their houfes, and nurfe them with 
the greatefjt care and affedion. If any one die, they bury him by the charity they pro- 
cure, and even caufe maffes to be laid for him. The general iflue of this endearing 
benevolence is, that the Chapetone, on his recovery, during the fervour of his grati- 
tude, marries either his negro or mulatto benel'adrels, or one of her daughters ; and 
thus he becomes fettled, but much more wretchedly than he could have been in his 
own country, with only his own labour to fublUl on. 

The dilintereflednefs of thefe people is fuch, that their compaflion towards the Cha- 
petones muft not be imputed to the hopes of producing a marriage, it being very 
common for them torefufefuch oilers, either with regard to theiftl'elves or their daugh- 
ters, that their mifery may not be perpetual, but endeavour to find them mailers whom 
they may attend up the country, to Santa To, Popayan, Ouito, and Peru, whither 
their inclinations or profpeds lead them. . 

They who remain in the city, whether bound by one of the above marriages, or, 
which is but too common, are in another condition very dangerous to their future 
happinefs, turn Pulperos *, Canocros, or fuch like mean occupations ; in all which, 
th,ey are fo harraffed with labour, and their wages fo fmall, that their condition in 
their own country muft have been miferable indeed, if they have not reafon to regret 
quitting it. The height of their enjoyment, after toiling all day and part of the night, 
is to regale with bananas, a cake of maize or cafava, which ferves for bread, and a 
flice of cafajo, or hung-beef ; without tailing wheat bread during the whole year. 

Others, not a few, equally unfortunate, retire to fome fmall eftancia, where, in a 
Bujio or ftraw hut, they live little different from hearts, cultivating, in a very fmall 
fpot, fuch vegetables as are at hand, and fubfirting on the fale of them.. 

What has been obferved with regard to the negro and mulatto women, and which 
may alfo be extended to the other carts, is, as to the charitable part, applicable to all 
the women and whites ; who in every tribe, are of a very fnild and amiable dilpofitia! 
and from their natural foftnefs and lympathy excel the men in the practice of 
chriftian virtue. 

Among the reigning curtoms here, fome are very different from thofe of Spain, or 
the molt known parts of Kurope. The principal of thefe are the ufe of brandy, cho- 
ttilate, honey,, fweat-meats, and fmoking tobacco : all which /hall be taken notice of. 

The ufe of br,andy is fo common, that the molt regular and fober perfons never 
omit drinking a glafs of it every morning about eleven o’clock ; alledging that this 
fpirit ftrengthens the ftomach, weakened by copious and conrtant perfpiration, and 
fharpens the appetite. Ilazer las onze, to take a whet at eleven, that is to drink a 
glafs of brandy, is the common invitation. This cuftom, not efleemed pernicious by 
thefe people when ufed with moderation, has degenerated into vice ; many being fo 

* Pulperos are men who work in a kind of trnt, called in Spanifli l’ulperios, and the Canocros are 
watermen who carry goods in Pirogues or canoes. 
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fond of it, that during the whole day, they do nothing but hazer las onze. Perfons 
of diftinftion ufe Spanifh brandy, but the lower clafs and negroes very contentedly take 
up with that of the country, exl rafted from the juice of the fugar-cane, and thence 
called Agoa ardente de canna, or cane brandy, of which fort the coniumption is much 
the greatell. 

Chocolate, here known only by the name of cacao, is fo common, that there is 
nor a negro Have but conflantly allows himl’elf a regale of it after breakfaft; and the 
negro women fell it ready made about the flreets, at the rate of a quarter of a real 
(about five farthings flerling) for a difh. This is however fo far from being all cacao, 
that the principal ingredient is maize : but that ufed by the better fort is neat, and 
worked as in Spain. This they conllantly repeat an hour after dinner, but never ufe 
it fading, or without eating fomething with it. 

They alfo make great ufe of jweet- meats and honey ; never fo much as drinking a 
glafs of water without previoufly eating fomc fweet-meats. Honey is often preferred as 
the fweeter, to conferves or other fweet-meats either wet or dry. Their fweet-meats are 
eaten with wheat bread, which they ufe only with thele and chocolate ; the honey they 
fpread on cafava cakes. 

The paflion for ftnoking is no lefs univerfal, prevailing among perfons of all ranks 
in both (exes. The ladies and other white women fnioke in their houfes, a decency 
not obferved either by the women of the other caffs, nor by the men in general, 
who regard neither time nor place. The manner of ufing it is, by (lender rolls 
compofed of the leaves of that plant ; and the, women have a particular manner of 
inhaling the fmoke. They put the lighted part of the roll into their mouths, and 
there continue it a long time without its being quenched, or the fire incommoding 
them. A compliment paid to thofc for whom they profefs an intimacy and efleem, 
is, to light their tobacco for them, and to hand them round to thole who vifit them. 
To reful’e the offer would be a mark of rudenels not eafily digefled ; and accordingly 
they are very cautious of paying this compliment to any but thofe whom they pre- 
vioufly know to be ufed* to tobacco. This cuflom the ladies learn in their childhood 
from their nurfes, who are negro Haves ; it is fo common among perfons of rank, 
that thole who come from Europe eafily join in it, if they intend to make any confi- 
derable flay in ‘he country. 

One of the mofl favourite amulemcnts of the natives here, is a ball, or Fandango. 
Theft' are the dillinguiflied rejoicings on foftivals and remarkable days. But while the 
gjdjgons, guarda coltas, or ofher Spaniih fhips are here, they are moft common, and 
ariRe fame time condufted with the leal!, order ; the crews of the fhips forcing them- 
felvcs into their ball-rooms. Thcfe diverfions, in houfes of diltinftion, are condufted 
in a very regular manner ; they open with Spanifh dances, and ar- lucceeded by thofe 
of the country, which are not without fpirit and gracefulneis. l’hefe are accompanied 
with finging, and the parties rarely breakup before day-light. 

The Fandangos or balls of the populace, confill principally in drinking brandy and 
wine, intermixed with indecent and lhindalous motions and gefluros ; and thofe con- 
tinual rounds of drinking foon give rile to quarrels, which often bring on misfortunes. 
When ftrangers of rank vifit the city, they are generally at the expenfe of thcfe balls ; 
as the entrance is free, and no want of ‘liquor, they need give thcmfelves no concern 
about the want of company. . % 

Their burials and mournings are fomething fingular ; as in this particular they en- 
deavour to difplay their grandeur and dignity, too often at the expenfe of their irau- 
quillity. If the deceafed be a perfon of condition, his body is placed on a pompoms 
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Catafalco, erected on the principal apartment of the houfe, amidft a blaze of tapers. 
In this manner the corpfe lies twenty-four hours or longer, for friends to vifit it at all 
hours ; as alfo the lower clafs of women, among whom it is a cuftom to lament over 
the deceafed. 

Thefe women, who are generally d refled in black, come in the evening, or during 
the night, into the apartment where the corpfe lies ; having approached it, throw 
themfelves on their knees, then rife and extend their arms as to embrace it ; after 
which, they begin their lamentations in a doleful tone, mixed with horrid cries, which 
always conclude with the name of the deceafed : afterwards they begin, in the fame 
difagreeable vociferations, his hiftory, rehcarfing all his good and bad qualities, not 
even omitting his amours of any kind, and in fo circumftantial a narrative, that a gene- 
ral confelfion could hardly be more full ; at length, quite fpent, they withdraw to a 
corner itored with brandy and wine, on which they, never fail plentifully to regale 
themfelves. As thefe depart from the body, others fucceed, till they have all taken 
their turn. The fame, afterwards is repeated by the fervants, Haves, and acquaintance 
of the family, which continues without intermillion during the remainder of the night ; 
whence may eafily be imagined the confufion and noile occafioned by this difinal voci- 
ferous ceremony. 

The funeral alfo is accompanied with the like noify lamentations ; and even after the 
corpfe is depofited in thegrave, the mourning is continued in the houfe for nine days, 
during which time the Pacientes or mourners, whether men or women, never llir 
from the apartment, where they receive the Pefanes, or compliments of condolence. 
During nine nights, from fun-fet to fun-riling, they arc attended by their relations and 
intimate acquaintances ; and it may be truly laid of them, that they arc all fmcerely 
forrowful ; the mourners for the lofs of the deceafed, and the vilitors from the uncafi- 
nefs and fatigue of lb uncomfortable an attendance. 


CHAP. V. — Of the Climate of Carthagena, and the Difeafas incident to Natives and 
* Foreigners. 

THE climate of Carthagena is exceffively hot, for by obfervationsnve made on the 
19th of November 1735, by a thermometer conftrudted according to Mr. Reaumur, 
the fpirit was elevated to 1025! ; and in our leveral experiments made at different 
hours, varied only from 1024 to 1026. By experiments made the fame yearatJkris 
on a thermometer of the fame gentleman, the fpirit rofe on the 16th of July at twee 
in the afternoon, and on the ioth of Auguft at half an hour after three, to 1025!, 
and this was the greatell degree of heat felt at Paris during that year ; conlequently 
the degree of heat in the hot tell day at Paris, is continual at Carthagena. 

But the nature of this climate chiefly difplays iti'elf from the month of May to the 
end of November, the leafon they call winter; bccaufe during that time, there is almolt 
a continual fucceflion of thunder, rain, and tempefts ; the clouds precipitating the 
rain with fuch impeluofity, that the llreets have the appearance of rivers, and the 
ccountry of an oegan. The inhabitants make ufe of this opportunity, otherwife fo 
dreadful, for filling their cilterns ; this being’ the only fweet water they can procure. 
Belides the water faved for private ufes, there are large refervoirs on the bullions, that 
the town may not be reduced to the Ihocking coulequcnce of wanting water. There 
are indeed wells in molt houfes ; but the water being thick and brackilh, is not fit to 
drink, but ferves for other ufes. 
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From the middle of December to the end of April, the rains ceafe, and the weather 
becomes agreeable, the heat being foinewhat abated by the north-eaft winds which then 
fet in. This feafon they call fummer ; befides which, there is another called the Little 
Summer of St. John, as, about the feftival of that faint, the rains are intermitted, and 
refrefhing gales begin to blow, and continue about a month. 

The invariable continuance of Juch great heats, without any fenfible difference be- 
tween night and day, occafions fuch profufe perfpiration, that the wan and livid com- 
plexion of the inhabitants would make a ftranger fufpeCl they were juft recovered from 
fome terrible diftemper. Their actions are conformable to their colour ; in all their mo- 
tions there is fomething lax and fluggilh ; it even affeCts their fpeech, which is foft and 
flow, and their words generally broken. But not with Handing all thefe appearances of 
ficknefs and debility, they enjoy a good ftate of health. Strangers from Europe retain 
their ftrength and ruddy colour poflibly for three or four months ; but afterwards both 
fuffer fuch decays from the exceflive perfpiration, that thefe new-comers are no longer 
to be diftinguiflied by their countenances from the old inhabitants. Young perfons are 
generally mod affeded by the climate, which fpares the more aged, who preferve their 
vivid countenance, and fo confirmed a ftate of health, as even to reach their eightieth 
year and upwards : this is common among all the clafles of inhabitants. » 

The Angularity of the climate, in all probability, occafions the Angularity of fome 
of the diftempers which here affed the human race ; and thefe may be confidered in 
two different lights ; one, as only attacking the Europeans newly landed, and the other, 
as common both to Creoles and Chapitones. 

Thofe of the firft kind are, in the country, commonly called Chapetonadas, allud- 
ing to the name given there to the Europeans. Thefe diftempers are fo very deleterious, 
that they carry off a multitude of people, and thin the crews of European lhips ; but 
they feldom laft above three or four days, in which time the patient is either dead or 
out of danger. The nature of this diftemper is but little known, being caufed in fome 
perfons by cold, and in others by indigeftion ; it foon brings on the vomito prieto, or 
black vomit, which is the fatal fymptom ; very few being ever known to recover. Some, 
when the vomit attacks them, are feized with fuch a delirium, that, were they not tied 
down, they would tear themfeives to pieces, and thus expire in the midft of their fu- 
rious paroxyfms. It is remarkable, that only the new-comers from Europe are fubjeCt 
to this diftemper, and that the natives, and thofe who have lived fome time here, are 
never affeded by it ; but enjoy an uninterrupted ftate of health, amidft the dreadful havock 
it itttkes among others. It is alfo obferved to rage more among the common feamen, 
than thofe who have been able to live on more wholcfome food ; whence, fait meat has 
been confidered as pernicious in bringing on this diftemper, and that the humours it 
produces, together with the labour and hardfhips of the feamen, hcline their blood to 
putrefaction, and from this putrefaction the vomito prieto is fuppofed to have its origin. 
Not that the failors are its only victims, for even paflengers, who poflibly have not 
tailed any fait meat during the voyage, often feel its effects. Another remarkable cir- 
eumftance is, that perfons who have been once in this climate are never after, upon their 
return again, fubjeCt to this diftemper ; but enjoy the fame ftate of health with the 
natives,, even though they do not lead the moll temperate lives. 

The inveftigation of the caufe of this ftrange diftemper has exerciled the attention of 
all the.furgeons in the galleons, as well as the phyficians of the country ; and the reiult 
of their refearches is, that they impute it to the food, labour, and hardfhips of the 
feamen. Doubtlefs thefe are collateral caufes ; but the principal queftion is, why per- 
fons exempt from thofe inconveniences, frequently die of the diftemper ? Unhappily, 
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after all the experiments that have been made, no good method of treatment has been 
difcovered ; no fpecific for curing it, nor prefervative againft it. The fymptoins are fo 
vague, as fometimes not to be diftinguilhed from thofe of flight indifpofitions ; and 
though the vomit be the determinate fymptom, the fever preceding it is obfcrved to be 
very oppreflive, and extremely affedting to the head. 

This diftemper does not fhew itfelf immediately after the arrival of the European fhips 
in the bay, nor has it been long known here ; for what was formerly called Chape- 
tonades, were only indigeftions, which, though always dangerous in theie climates, were, 
with little difficulty, cured by remedies prepared by the women of the country, and 
which arc ftill ufed with fuccefs, dpceially if taken in the beginning. The fhips after- 
wards going to Porto Bello, were there firft attacked by this terrible difeafe, which has 
always been attributed to the inclemency of the climate, and the fatigue of the feamen 
in unloading the fhips, and drawing the goods during the fair. 

The vomito prieto was unknown at Carthagena and all along the coafi, till the years 
1729 and 1730. In 1729, Don Domingo Jufliniani, commodore of the guarda coil as, 
loft fo confiderablc a part of his fhips’ companies at Santa Martha, that the furvivors 
were ftruck with aftonifhrnenr and horror at the havock made among llieir comrades. 
In 1730, when the galleons under Don Manuel Lopez Pintado came to Carthagena, the 
feamen were feized with the fame dreadf ul mortality ; and fo hidden were the attacks 
of the difeafe, that perfons walking about one day, were the next carried to their 
graves. 

The inhabitants of Carthagena, together with thofe in the whole extent of its go- 
vernment, are very fubjeft to the mat de San Lazaro, or leprofy, which feems ftill to 
gain ground. Some phyficians attribute the prevalence of it to pork, which is here a 
very common food ; but it may be objeded, that in other countries, where this flefh 
is as frequently eaten, no fuch effects are feen, whence it evidently appears that fome 
latent quality of the climate rnuft alfo contribute to it. In order to li*op the contagion 
of this diftemper, there is without the city, an hofpital called San Lazaro, not far from 
the hill on which is a caftle of the fame name. In this hofpital all perfons of both 
lexes labouring under this diftemper are confined, without any diftindion of age or rank ; 
and if any refufe to go, they arc forcibly carried thither. But here the diftemper in- 
creafes among themfelves, they being permitted to intermarry, by which means it is 
rendered perpetual. Betides, their allowance being here too fcanty to fubfift on, they 
are permitted to beg in the city ; and from their intercourfe with thofe in health, the 
number of lepers never decreafes, and is at prefent fo confiderable, that their hoiptal 
refembles a little town. Every perfon at his entering this ftrudure, where he is to con- 
tinue during life, builds a cottage, called in the country Bujio, proportional to his 
ability, where he lives in the fame manner as before in his houfe, the prohibition of not 
going beyond the limits preferibed him, unlefs to afk alms in the city, only excepted. 
The ground on which the hofpital hands is furrounded by a wall, and has only one 
gate, and that always carefully guarded. 

Amidft all the inconveniences attending this diftemper, they live a long time under 
it, and fome even attain to an advanced age. It alfo greatly increafes the natural defire 
of coition, and intercourfe of the fexes ; fo that, to avoid the diforders which would 
refult from indulging this paflion, now almoft impoflible to be controlled, they arc per- 
mitted to marry. < 

If the leprofy be common and contagious in this climate, the itch and herpes are 
equally fo, efpecially among Europeans, who are not feafoned to the climate ; and, if 
neglected in the beginning, it is dangerous to attempt a cure when cuftoin has rendered 
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them natural. The remedy againfl them, in the firft ffage, is a kind of earth called 
Maquimaqui, found in the neighbourhood of Carthagena, and, on the account of this 
virtue, exported to other parts. 

Another very fingular difteinper, though not fo common, is the cobrilla, or little 
fnake, being, as the mod Ikilful think, a tumour caufed by certain malignant humours, 
fettled longitudinally between the membrane of the ikin, and daily increafing in length, 
till the fwelling quite furrounds the part affefted, which is ufually the arm, thigh, and 
leg ; though fometimes it has been known to fpread itfelf all over thefe parts. The 
external indications of it are, a round inflamed tumour, of the thicknefs of a quarter 
of an inch, attended with a flight pain, but not vehement, and a numbnefs of the part, 
which often terminates in a mortification. The natives are very ikilful in removing it 
by the following procefs : — They fu ff examine where (according to their phrafe) the 
head is, to which they apply a fmall 1’uppurative plaller, and gently foment the whole 
tumour with oil. The next day the ikin under the plaffer is found divided, and through 
the orifice appears a kind oi white fibre, about the fize of' a coarfe lowing thread; 
and this, according to them, is the cobrilla’s head, which they carefully fallen to a 
thread of filk, and wind the other end of it about a card, rolled up like a cylinder. 
After this they repeat the fomentation with oil, and the following day continue to wind 
4ibout the cylindric card the part of this fmall fibre which appears in fight. Thus they 
proceed till the whole is extracted, and the patient entirely cured. During this opera- 
tion, their chief care is not to break the cobrilla ; becaufe, they fay, it would then caufe 
a humour to fpread through the body, and produce a great quantity of l’uch little fnakes, 
as they will have them to be, when the cure would become extremely difficult. It is a 
current notion among them, that when it has, for want of care in the beginning, com- 
pleted the circle, and, according to them, joined its head with its tail, the difeafe gene- 
rally proves fatal. But this is very feldom the cafe ; the pain warning the patient im- 
mediately to apply a remedy, which fhould be accompanied with emollients for dif- 
perfing the humour. 

Thefe people firmly believe it to be a real cobrilla or fmall fnake, and accordingly 
have called it by that name. At its fir It appearance, a fmall flow motion may indeed 
be perceived ; but this is foon over, and poflibly proceeds from the compreffion or 
extenfion of the nervous fibres which compofe it, without its having any animal life. 
I do not, however, pretend to determine abfolutely on this point. 

Befides thefe, another diftemper common in this country is the fpafm, or convulfion, 
which always proves mortal, and feldom comes alone. And of thi I lhall {peak when 
f deferibe other parts of America, where it is equally dangeious, and more common. 


CHAP. VI. — Dcfcription of the Country , and of the Tree j and Vegetables in the 

Neighbourhood of Carthagena. 

THJk country about Carthagena is fo luxuriant, that it is impoffible to view’, without 
admiration, the rich and perpetual verdure of the woods and plant.', it naturail) pro- 
duces. But thefe are advantages of which the natives make little ule ; their innate iloth 
and indolence not allowing them to cultivate the gilts of natu-. which feem to have 
been dealt out with a lavifh hand. The interwoven branches of the trees form a /hiker 
impenetrable both to heat and light*. 

I he trees here are large and lofty, their variety admirable, and entirely different from 
thole of Europe. The principal of thefe for dimenilons are, the caobo or acajou, the 
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cedar, the maria, and the balfam tree. Of the firft are made the canoes and cham- 
panes ufed for fiihing, and the coaft and river traded within the jurifdi&ion of this go- 
vernment. Thefe trees produce no eatable fruit ; but their wood is comp aft, fragrant, 
and beautiful. , The cedar is of two kinds, white and reddilh ; but the laft raoft efteem- 
ed. The maria and the balfam trees, befides the ufefulnefs of their timber, diftil thofe 
admirable balfams called Maria Oil, and Balfam of Tolu, fo called from a village in 
the neighbourhood of which it is found in the greateft quantity, and of a peculiar 
excellency. 

Befides thefe trees, here are alfo the tamarind, the medlar, the fapote, the papayo, 
the guayabo, the cannafiftulo or caflia, the palm, the man^anillo, and l'everal others, 
moil of them producing a wholefome and palatable fruit, with a durable and variegated 
wood. The ma^anillo is particularly remarkable ; its name is derived from the Spaniih 
word Man$an, an apple, which the fruit of this tree exaftly refembles in ihape, colour, 
and flavour ; but contains, under this beautiful appearance, fuch a fubtle poifon, that its 
effects are perceived before it is tailed. The tree is large, and its branches form near 
the top a kind of crown ; its wood hard, and of a yellowiih tinfl. On being cut, it 
iflues out a white juice, but not unlike that of the fig-tree, lefs white, and of a thinner 
confiilence ; but equally poifonous with the fruit itfelf ; for if any happens to drop on 
any part of the fleih, it immediately caufes an ulcer and inflammation, and, unlefs 
fpeedy application be ufed, foon fpreads through all the other parts of the body * ; fo 
that it is neceffary, after felling it, to leave it till thoroughly dried, in order to its being 
worked without danger ; and then appears the beauty of this wood, which is exqui- 
fitely variegated and veined like marble on its yellow ground. Upon tailing its fruit, 
the body immediately fwells, till the violence of the poifon, wanting fufficient room, 
burils it ; as has been too fully confirmed by feveral melancholy inftances of European 
failors who have been fent on fhore to cut wood. The fame unhappy confequence alfo 
attended great numbers of Spaniards at the conqueft of thefe countries, till, according 
to Herrera, common oil was found to be the powerful antidote to this fubtle poifon. 

But fuch is the malignity of the man5aniIlo, that if a perfon happens to fleep under 
it, he is foon awaked, and finds his body fwelled almoft as if he had actually eaten the 
fruit f ; and continues in great danger and tortures, till relieved by repeated anointings 
and the ufe of cooling draughts. The very beafts themfelves, by their natural inftinft, 
are fo far from eating its fruit, that they never approach the tree. 

The palm-trees, rifing with their tufted heads above the branches of the others, form 
a grand perfpeftive on the mountains. Thefe, notwithllanding the difference is fcarce 
perceivable, are really of different kinds, as is evident from the diverfity of their 
fruit. They diftinguifh four principal fpecies : the firft produce cocoa ; the fecond 
dates, of a very pleafant tafte ; the third, called Palma-real, whofe fruit, though of the 
fame figure, but fomething lefs than the date, is not at all palatable, but has a very dif- 
agreeable tafte ; and the fourth, which they call corozo, has a fruit larger than dates, 
of an exquifite tafte, and proper for making cooling and wholefome draughts. The 
palmitos, or branches of the palma-real, are agreeably tailed, and fo large, as fre- 
quently to weigh from two to three arrobas J. The other fpecies alfo produce them, 

* The juice dropping orwilie flefh generally caufes an inflammation; but 1 do not remember ever to 
have fecn an ulcer produced, or any very bad effects, the hot burning pain excepted. A. 

f The author is here milinformed. Indeed perfons, who have flept under the tree, have afterwards 
complained of an head-ach. Thofe who happen to take flicker under it in a fhower, generally feel the- 
fame effe&, from the dropping of the leaves, as though the juice had dropt on them. A, 

| The arroba ii twenty-five pounds. 
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but neither in fuch plenty, nor fo fucculent. Palm-wine is alfo extra&ed from all the 
four ; but that from the palnn-real and corozo is much the bed. The manner of 
making it, is either by cutting down the palm-tree, or boring a hole in the trunk, in 
which is placed a tap, with a veffel under it for -receiving the liquor, which, after five 
or fix days fermentation, becomes fit for drinking. The colour of it is whitifh ; the 
tade racy : it bears a greater head than beer, artd is of a very inebriating quality. The 
natives, however, reckon it cooling, and it is the favourite liquor of the Indians and 
Negroes. The guaiacum and ebony trees are equally common ; and their hardnefs 
ahnoft equal to that of iron. Thefe Ipecies of wood are fometimes carried into Spain, 
where they are greatly efteemed, but here they arc difregarded from their great 
plenty. 

Among the variety of vegetables, which grow under the fhade of the trees, and along 
the funny borders of the woods, the mod common is the fenfitive ; on touching one of 
the leaves of which, all thofe on the fame branch immediately clofe againd each other. 
After a fhort interval, they begin gradually to open and feparate from each other, till 
they are entirely expanded. The fenfitive is a fmall plant about a foot and a half or 
two feet in height, with a flender deni, and the branches proportionally weak and ten- 
der. The leaves are long, and dand fo clofe together, that all on one branch may be 
confidered as a fingle leaf, four or five inches in length, and ten lines in breadth ; 
which, being fubdivided into the other frill fmaller, forms in each of them the true 
leaf, which is about four or five lines in length, and not quite one in breadth. On 
touching one of thefe fmall leaves, all of them immediately quit their horizontal pofi- 
tion, and fly into a perpendicular direction, clofing their inward fuperficies, fo that 
thofe, which before this fenfitive motion made two leaves, now feem as but one. The 
vulgar name of this plant at Carthagena being improper to be mentioned here, we fhall 
omit it ; in other parts it is more decently called La Vergonoza, the bafhful, and La 
Don$ella, the maiden. The common people imagine that this effect is caufed by pro- 
nouncing its name at the inflant of the touch ; and are amazed that a plant fhould have 
the wifdom of diewing its obedience to what was ordered, or that it was too much 
affeCted by the injury offered it to conceal its refentment. 

We afterwards met with this plant at Guayaquil, where the climate feems to be 
better adapted to it than that of Carthagena ; fpr it is not only more common, but grows 
to three or four feet in height, the leaves and every part in proportion. 

In the woods about Carthagena are found a great quantity of bejucos of a different 
magnitude, figure, and colour, and fome of the detns fiat. One fpecics is particularly 
known on account of its fruit called Habilla d? Carthagena, the bean of Carthagena. 
It is about an inch broad, and nine lines in length, flat, and lr the fhape of a heart. 
The fhell, though thin, is hard, and on the outfide l'cabrous. It contains a kernel 
refembling an almond, but lefs white, and extremely bitter. This is one of the mod 
effectual antidotes known in that country againd the bites of vipers and ferpents ; for a 
little of it being eaten immediately after the bite, it prefently ftops the effedts of the 
poifon ; and accordingly all who frequent the woods, either for felling trees or hunting, 
never fail to eat a little of this habilla fading, and repair to their work without any 
apprehenfion. I was informed by an, European, who was a famous hunter, and by 
l’everal other perfons worthy of credit, that, with this precaution, if any one happened 
to be bit by a ferpent, it was attended with no ill confequence. The natives tell you, 
that, this habilla being hot in the highed degree, much of it cannot be eaten ; that the 
common dofe of it is lefs than the fourth part of a kernel, and that no hot liquor, as 
wine, brandy, &c. muff be drunk immediately after taking if. In this cafe, they 
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doubtlefs derive their knowledge from experience. This valuable habilla is 'alfo known 
in other parts of America near Carthagena, and goes every where by its name, as be- 
ing the peculiar product of its jurifdidion. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the Bcajls , Birds , Reptiles , and Inf efts, in the Territories of 

Carthagena. 

FROM the trees and plants in this jurifdiction, we (hall proceed to the different kinds 
of animals ; fome of which are tame for the ufe and pleafure of its inhabitants ; others 
^wild, and of fuch different qualities and kinds, as wonderfully difplay the diverfity 
which the Author of nature has fhewn in the multitude of his works. The quadrupeds 
and reptiles frequent the dry and defert places, and are diftinguifhed by an endlefs 
variety of fpots, whilft the vivid plumage of the feathered race glows with exquifite 
beauty ; and the brilliant feales of another kind conceal the mofl active poifons. 

• The only tame eatable animals are the cow and the hog, of which there are great 
plenty. The beef, though not abfolutely bad, cannot be faid to be palatable. The 
conftant heat of the climate preventing the beafts from fattening, deprives their flefh of 
that fucculency it would otherwife have acquired : the pork is delicate, and allowed not 
only to be the beft in all America, but even to exceed any in Europe. This, which is 
the ufual food of Europeans and Creoles at Carthagena, befides its palatablenefs, is alfo 
looked upon to be fo wholefome, that even fick perfons are allowed it preferably to 
poultry, which is here very good, and in great abundance. 

I mull not omit a Angular ftratagem practifed here for taking wild geefe, the extreme 
cheapnefs of which naturally inclined us to afk how they caught them in fuch quantities : 
in anfwer to our queftion, we received the following account. Near Carthagena, to 
the eaftward of Monte de h Popa, is a large lake called La Cienega de ’Tefcas, abound- 
ing with fifh, but reckoned unwholefome. The water of this lake, communicating with 
the fea, is fait, but without increafe or decreafe, the difference of the tides here being 
infignificant. Every evening vafl flights of geefe retire hither from all the neighbour- 
ing countries, as their natural place of reft during the night. The perfons who catch 
thefe birds, throw into the lake about fifteen or twenty large calabafhes, which they call 
totumos; and the geefe, being accultomed to fee thefe' calabafhes floating on the water, 
never avoid them. In three or four days the perfons return early in the morning to the 
lake, with another calabafh, having holes in it for feeing and breathing. This calabafh 
he places on his head, and walks in the water, with only the calabafh above the . fur- 
face. In this manner, with all poflible ftillnefs, he moves towards the geefe, pulling 
them under water with one hand, and then feizing them with the pther. When he 
has thus taken as many as he is able to carry, he returns towards the fhore, and de- 
livers them to his companion, who waits for him at a certain diftance in the water. 
This done, he renews his fport, either till he has taken as many as he defires, or the 
birds begin to difperfe over the country. 

Other perfons make it their bufinefs to procure different kinds of game, as deer, 
rabbits, and wild boai<, called here fajones ; but thefe are eaten only by the country 
Negroes and Indians, except the rabbits, which meet with a good market in .the city. 

The wild beafts are alfo of various kinds ; as tigers, which make a- great havock, 
not only among the cattle, but among the human fpecies. Their fkin is very beautiful, 
and fome are as large as little horfes Here are alfo leopards, foxes, armadillos, a 

■ * They are not larger than maltiff dogs. A. 
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kind gf fcaly lizard } ardillas, or # fquirrels, and many others ; befides innumerable 
kinds of monkies living in the woods, fome remarkable for their fize, others for their 
colour. The artifice generally obferved by the fox, in defending itfelf again ft dogs or 
other animals, by whom it is purfued, by voiding its urine on its own tail and Iprink- 
ling it on them, effectually here anfwers the intention ; the fmell of it being fo ftrong 
and fetid, that it throws the dogs into diforder, and thus the fox efcapes. The flench 
of this urine is fo great, that it may be fmelt a quarter of a league from the place ; and 
very often for half an hour after. The fox here is not much bigger than a large cat ; 
but delicately fhaped ; has a very fine coat, and of a cinnamon colour ; but no large 
brufh on its tail. The hair, however, is fpungy, and forms a bunch proper for the 
above-mentioned method of defence. * 

Nature, which has fumifhed the fox with fuch an effectual defence, has Hot forgot 
the armadillo, the name of which partly defcribes it. The fize of it is about that of a 
common rabbit, though of a very different fhape ; the fnout, legs, and tail, refembling 
thofe of a pig. His whole body is covered with a ftrong fhell, which, anfwering ex- 
actly every where to the irregularities of its ftruCture, protects it from the infults of 
other animals, without affeCting its activity. Befides this, he has another, as a helmet, 
connected by a joint to the former ; this guards his head, and thus he is every way 
fafe. 

Thefe fhells are variegated with feveral natural relievos, as it were, in chiaro ofcuro, 
fo that they are at once his defence, and a beautiful ornament. The Negroes and 
Indians, who eat its flefh, give a high character of it. 

Among the monkies of this country, the moft common are the micos, which are 
alfo the fmalleft. They are generally about the fize of a cat, of a brownifh colour ; 
and too well known to need any further defcription. The larger kind) which are lefs 
known, I fhall defcribe in another place. 

The birds feen in this hot climate are fo numerous, that it is impoffible to give a dif- 
tinCt reprefentatibn of them ; particularly of the beauty and brilliancy of their various 
plumage. The cries and croakings of fome, mixed with the warblings of others, dif- 
turb the pleafure which would flow from the melody of the latter, and render it impof- 
fible to diftinguifh the different cries of the former ; and yet in this inftance we may 
obferve the wifdom of Nature in diftributing her favours ; the plumage of thofe birds 
being the moft beautiful, whofe croakings are the moft offenfive ; while, on the other 
hand, thofe whofe appearance has nothing remarkable, excel in the fweetnefs of their 
notes. This is particularly evident in the guacamayo, the beauty and luftre of whofe 
colours are abfolutely inimitable by painting ; and yet there is not a more fhrill and dif- 
agneeable found than the noife it makes : this is in a great meafure common to all other 
birds, whofe bills are hard and crooked, and their tongue thicker than ufuai, as the 
parrots, the cotorras, and the periquitos. All thefe birds fly in t oops, fo that the air 
often founds with their cries. 

But of all the Angularities among the feathered race, nothing is more rd$narkable th?n 
the bill of the tulcan, or preacher. This bird is about the fize of a common pigeon, 
but its legs much larger ; its tail is fliort, and its plumage of a dark colour, but fpotted 
with blu«i purple, yellow, and other colours ; which have a beautiful effeft on the 
dark ground. Its head is beyond all proportion to its body, bu* otherwife he would 
not be able to fupport his bill, which, from the root to the point, is at leaft fix or eight 
inches,. and the upper mandible has, .at its root, a bafe of at leaft an inch and a half, 
of a triangular figure, whofe apex is at the point of the bill. The two lateral fuper- 
ficies form a kina gf elevation on the upper part ; and the third receives the lower man* 
vol. xiv. n dible, 
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dible, which clofes with the upper through the wffole length ; lb that the two parte 
are every where perfeftly equal, and from their roof narrows infenfibly, till near 
the top, where it fudilenly becomes ineurvuted, and terminates in a ftrong and lharp 
point. The tongue is formed like a feather, and of a deep red colour, like the 
whole infide of its mouth. The bill is variegated with all thofe bright colours 
which adorn the plumage of other birds. At the bafe, and alfo at the convexity, 
it is generally of a light yellow, forming a kind of riband half an inch in breadth. 
The reft is of a fine deep purple, except two ftreaks near the root, of a rich fear- 
let, an inch diftant from each other. The inward flefliy parts, which touch when 
the bill is clofed, are furnilhed with teeth, which form the furface of its two fer- 
rated mandibles. The name of Preacher has been given to this bird, from its 
cultom of perching on the top of a iree above his companions, while they are aileep. 
and making a noife refembling ill-articulated founds, moving his head to the right 
and left, in order to keep oft the birds of prey from feizing on the others. They 
are eafily rendered fo very tame, as to run about in houfes, and come when called. 
Their ufual food is fruit ; but the tame eat other things, and in general whatever 
is given them. 

To delcribe all the other extraordinary birds would engage me in a prolixity of little- 
entertainment or ule ; but I hope a word or two on the Gallinazos will be excufed. 
This bird is about thefize of a pea-hen, but the neck and head fomewhat larger. From 
the crop to the bafc of the bill, inftead of leathers, it has a wrinkled, gland ulous and 
rough (kin, covered with fmall worts and tubercles. Its feathers are black, which is 
alfo the colour of its Ikin, but ufually with foinerhing of a brownilh tind. Its bill is 
well proportioned, ftrong, and a little crooked. They are fo numerous and tame in 
the city, that it is not uncommon to fee the ridges of the houfes covered with them. 
They are alfo very ferviceabie ; for they clean the city from all kinds of filth and ordure, 
greedily devouring any dead animal, and, when thefe arc wanting, leek other filth. 
They have fo quick a lcent, that they will ftnell at the diftanceof three Or four leagues * 
a dead carcafe, and never leave it till they have entirely reduced it to a lkeleton t. The 
infinite number of thefe birds found in fuch hot climates is an excellent pro-, ifion of 
Nature, as otherwife the putrefaction caufed by the conftant and exccfiive heat would 
render the air infupportable to human life. At firft they fly heavily, but afterwards 
dart up out of fight. On the ground they hop along with a kind of torpor, though 
their legs are ftrong and well proportioned. They have three toes forward turning in- 
wards, and one in the infide, turned a little backwards ; fo that, the feet interfering, 
they cannot walk with any agility, but are obliged to hop or Ikip. Each toe has a long 
and thick claw., * 

When the gallinazos find no food in the city, their hunger drives them into the 
country, among the hearts in the paftures ; and, on feeing any one with a fore on the 
back, they immediately alight on it, and attack the part afl'e&ed. It is in vain for the 
poor beaft to endeavour to free itfelf from thefe devourers, either by rolling on the 
ground, or hideous cries ; for they never quit their hold, but with their bills fo widen 
the wound that the creature foon expires. 

* The author fhould hsyre faid — A. 

f It is furprifmg to fee what numbers of thefe birds gather round the carcafe of a dead whale, which i» 
no uncommon thing on thefe couth. The carcafe (hall be covered with them ; and yet their number (hall 
be nothing in companion to that hovering about, waiting for their turn, for which they often fight. They 
are feldom above a fortnight in making a /keieton of a large whale. — A. 
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There is another kind of gallinazos, fomewhat larger than thefe, only to be met with 
in the country. In fome of thefe the head and part of the neck are white, in fome red, 
and in others a mixture of both thefe colours. A little above the beginning of the crop, 
they have a ruff of white feathers. Thefe are equally fierce and carnivorous with the 
former, and called the kings of the gallinazos, probably becaufe the number of them is 
but few ; and it is obferved, that when one of thefe has faftened on a dead beaft, none of 
the others approach till he has eaten the eyes, with which he generally begins, and is 
gone to another part, when they all flock to the prey. 

Bats are very common all over the country ; but Carthagena is infefted with fuch 
multitudes of them, that after fun-let, when they begin to fly, they may, without any 
hyperbole, be laid to cover the ltreets like clouds *. They are the moft dextrous bleeders 
both of men and cattle ; for the inhabitants being obliged, by the exceflive heats, to 
leave open the doors and windows of the chambers where they lleep, the bats get in, 
and if rhey happen to find the foot of any one bare, they infinuate their tooth into a 
vein, with all the art of the molt expert furgeon, fucking the blood till they arc fatiated, 
and withdraw their tooth ; after which the blood flows out at the orifice. I have 
been allured, by perfons of the ftricteff veracity, that fuch an accident lias happened 
to them ; and that, had they not providentially awaked foon, their lleep would have 
been their paffagc into eternity, they having Jolt fo large a quantity of blood, as hardly 
to be able to bind up the orifice. The pun&ure not being felt is (belides the great 
precaution with which it is made) attributed to the gentle and refrelhing agitation of the 
air by the bat’s wings, hindering the perfon from feeling this flight puntture by throw- 
ing him into a deeper lleep. Nearly the fame thing happens to horfes, mules, and affes, 
but beads of a thick and hard Ikin are not expofed to this inconveniency. 

We lhall next proceed to the infects and reptiles, in which nature has no lefs dif- 
played its infinite power. The great number of them is not only an inconvenience to 
the inhabitants, but health, and even life itfelf, often fuffers from the malignity of their 
poifon. The principal are the lnakes, the cientopes f, the fcorpions, and the fpiders ; 
of all which there are different kinds, and their poifons of different activity. 

Of the lnakes, the molt common, and at the fame time the moft poifonous, are 
the corales, or coral-fnakes, the cafcabeles, or rattle-ihakes, and the culebras de be- 
juco J. The firft are generally between four and five feet in length, and an inch 
in diameter. ' They make a very beautiful appearance, their lkin being all over va- 
riegated with a vivid crimlbn, yellow, and green. The head is flat and long, like 
that of the European viper. Each mandible is furnilhed with a row of pointed 
teeth, through which, during the bite, they infinuate the poifon ; the perfon bit 
immediately lwclls to luch a degree, that the blood gullies out through all the organs 
of fenfe, and even the coats of the veins at the extremities of the Angers burft, fo 
That he foon expires. The cafcabel or rattle-fnake leldom exceeds two feet, or two 
feet and a half in length; though there are fome of another fpecies, which are 
three and a half. Its colour is brown, variegated with deeper fliades of the fame 
tint! ; ;.t the end of its tail is the cafcabel or rattle, in the form of a garvanzo or French 
bean-pod, when dried on the plant, and, like that, has five or fix divifions, in each 

* They are aimed as large as rats ; and the iufide of the roofs of the out»ho«fe$ arc generally lined with 
them. — A. 

1 f Or hundred feet. They are very common throughout the warmer regions of America. Common 
fait is a fpecific a gain ft their bite, as alfo again ft the iting of the fcorpion. — A. 

1 They arc called Cobras by the natives, which is. their common name for all kinds of lcrpeiits. — A. 
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of which are feveral fmall round bones ; thefe, at every motion of the fnake, rattle, 
and thence gave rife to its name. Thus nature, which has painted the coral fiiake with 
fuch fhining colours, that it may be perceived at a diftance, has formed the latter in 
fiich a manner, that, as its colours render it difficult to diftinguifh it from the 
ground, the rattle might give notice of its approach. 

The culebras de bejuco, which are very numerous, have their name from their colour 
and ihape refembling the branches of the bejucp, and, as they hang down from, that 
plant, appear as real parts of the bejuco, tm a too near approach unhappily dif- 
covers the miftake ; and, though their poifon be not fo aftive as that of the others, 
without a fpeedy application of fome fpecific, it proves mortal. Thefe remedies are 
perfectly known to the Negroes, Mulattos, and Indians frequenting the woods, and 
called curanderos. But the fafeft antidote is the habilla, already mentioned. 

It is not, however, often that thefe dangerous ferpents bite any one, unlefs, from 
inadvertence or defign, he has been the aggreffor. Befides, they are fo far from having 
any extraordinary agility, that they are remarkably torpid, and, as it were, half dead ; 
fo that, were it not for their motion in retiring to hide thcmfelves among the leaves, it 
would be difficult to determine whether they were dead or alive. 

There are few parts of Europe which do not produce the cientopies or fcolopendra ; 
but at Carthagena they not only fwarm, but are of a monflrous fize, and the more dan- 
gerous, as breeding more commonly in houfes than in the fields. They are generally 
a yard in length, fome a yard and a quarter, the breadth about five inches, more or 
lefs, according to the length. Their figure is nearly circular, the back and fides 
covered with hard feales, of a mufk colour, tinged with red ; but thefe feales are 
fo articulated, as not in the leaft to impede their motion, and at the fame time fo Itrong 
as to defend them againft any blow, fo that the head is the only place where you 
can ftrike them to_ any purpofe. They are alfo very nimble, and their bite, without 
timely application, proves mortal ; nor is the patient free from confiderable torture, 
till the medicine has deftroyed the malignity of the poifon. * 

The alacranes, or fcorpions, are not lefs common, and of different kinds, as black, 
red, mulk colour, and fome yellow. The firfl generally breed in d»y rotten wood, 
and others in the corners of houfes, in clofets and cupboards. They are of different 
fizes, the largeft about three inches long, exclufive of the tail. The fling alfo of fome 
is lefs dangerous than that of others ; that of the black is reckoned the molt malignant, 
though timely care prevents its being fatal. The flings of the other kinds produce 
fevers, numbnefles in the hands and feet, forehead, ears, nofe and lips, tumours in 
the tongue, and dimnefs of fight ; thefe diforders lafl generally twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours, wjhen by degrees the patient recovers. The natives imagine, that a 
fcorpion falling into the water purifies it, and therefore drink it without any examina- 
tion. They are fo accuflomed to thefe infedls, that they do not fear them, but readily 
lay hold of them, taking care not to touch them qply in the laft vertebrae of the tail, 
to avoid being flung ; fometimes they cut their tails off and play with them. We 
more than once entertained ourfelves with an experiment of putting a fcorpidh into a 
glafs veil'd, and injecting a little ftnoke of tobacco, and immediately by Hopping it 
found that its averfion to this fmell is fuch, that it falls into the moft furious agitations, 
till giving itfelf feveral repeated flings on the head, it finds relief by deflroying itfelf. 
Hence we fee that its poifon has the fame effect bn itfelf as on others. 

Here is alfo another infe£l called caracol foldado,.or the foldier-fnail. From the middle 
of the body to the poflerior extremity it is fhaped like the common fnail, of a whitifh 
colour and a fpiral form : but the other half of the body refembles a crab, both in fize 
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and the difpcifition of its claws. The colour of this, which is the principal part of its 
body, is of a light brown. The ufual length, exclufive of the tail, is about two inches, 
and the breadth one and a half. It is deftitute both of fhell and fcale, and the body 
every where flexible. Its refource againft injuries is to feek a fnail-fhell of a proper 
fize, in which it takes up its habitation. Sometimes it drags this fnail-fhell with it, 
and at other times quits it, while it goes out in queft of food ; but on the leaft appear- 
ance of danger, it haftcns back to the fljell, and thruits itfelfinto it, beginning with 
its hind part, fo that the fore part fills the entrance, while the two claws are employed 
*in its defence, the gripe of which is attended with the fame fymptoms as the fling of 
a fcorpion. In both cafes the patient is carefully kept from drinking any water, which 
has been known to bring on convulfions ; and thefe always prove fatal. 

The inhabitants relate, that when this creature grows too large for making its way 
into the fhell which was its retreat, it retires to the fea coaft, in order to find there 
a larger, where killing the wilk, whofe fhell beft fuits him, he takes poffeflion of it j 
which is indeed the lame method it took to obtain its firft habitation. This laft cir- 
cumltance, and the defire of feeing the form of fuch a creature, induced Don George 
Juan and myfelf to dcfire the inhabitants to procure us fome ; and upon examination, 
we found all the above-mentioned particulars were really true j except the bite, which 
we did not choofe to experience. 

There are feveral other forts of infects remaining, which though fmaller, yet afford 
equal reafon for admiration to a curious examiner ; particularly the infinite variety of 
maripofas, or butterflies, which though differing vifibly in figure, colours, and deco- 
rations, we are at a lofs to determine which is the mod beautiful. 

If thefe are fo entertaining to the fight, there are others no lefs troublefome ; fo 
fo that it would be more eligible to difpenfe with the pleafure of feeing the former, than 
to be continually tortured by the latter ; as the mofchetos, of which large clouds may 
be feen, efpecially among the favannahs and manglares, or plantations of mangrove 
trees, fo that the one, as affording the herbage on w hich they feed, and the other, as 
the places where they produce their young, are rendered impaflible. 

There are four principal fpecies of this infeft ; the firft called zancudos, which are 
the largeft ; the fecond the mofchetos, differing little or nothing from thofe of Spain * ; 
the third gegenes, which are very fmall and of a different fhape, refembling the weevil, 
about the fize 'of a grain of multard-feed, and of an alh colour. The fourth are the 
mantas blancas, or white cloaks, and fo very minute that the inflammation of their bite 
is felt before the infect that caufed it is feen. Their colour is known by the infinite 
numbers of them which fill the air, and from thence they had their name. From the 
two former, few houfes are free. Their fting is followed by a large tumour, the pain 
of which continues about two hours. The two laft, which chiefly frequent fields and 
gardens, raile ho tumour, but caufe an infupportable itching. Thus if the extreme heat 
renders the day troublefome, thefe imperceptible infers difturb the repofe of the night. 
And though the mofquiteros, a kind of gauze curtains, in fome meafure defend us 
from,, the three former, they are nofafeguard againft the latter, which make their way 
between the threads ; unlefs the fluff be of a clofer texture, in which cafe the heat 
becomes infupportable. 

The infeft of Carthagena called nigua, and in Peru pique, is foaped like a flea, but 
almoft too finall for fight. It is a great happinefs that its legs have not the elasticity 
•with thofe of fleas j for could this infedt leap, every animal body would be filled with 


them j 
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them ; and confequently, both the' brute and human fpecies be fbon extirpated by the 
multitudes of thefe infe&s. They live amongft the dull, and therefore are molt com- 
mon in filthy places. They infinuate themfelves into the legs, the foies of the feet, 
or toes, and pierce the Ikin with fuch fubtilty, that there is no being aware of them, 
till they have made their way into the flelh *. If they are perceived at the beginning, 
they are extracted with little pain ; but if the head only has pierced through the Ikin. 
an incifion muft be made before it can be taken out. If they are not foon perceived, 
they make their way through the Ikin, and take up their lodgings between that and 
the membrane of the flelh ; and fucking the blood, form a nidus or ncll, coveredt 
with a white and fine tegument, refembling a flat pearl : and the infeCt is at it were, 
enchafed in one of the faces, with its head and feet outwards, for the convenience of 
feeding, while the hinder part of the body is within the tunic, where it depofits its eggs ; 
and as the number of thefe cncreafes, the nidus enlarges, even to the diameter of a 
line and a half, or two lines, to which magnitude it generally attains in four or five 
days. There is an abfolute neceffity for extracting it : for otherwife it would burl! of 
itfelf, and by that means fcatter an infinite number of germs, refembling nits, in fize, 
lhape, and colour, which becoming niguas, would, as it were, undermine the whole 
foot. They caufe an extreme pain, efpecially during the operation of extracting them : 
for fometimes they penetrate even to the bone ; and the pain, even after the foot is 
cleared of them, lafts till the flelh has filled up the cavities they had made, and the 
Ikin is again doled. 

The manner of performing this operation is both tedious and troublefome ; the flelh 
contiguous to the membrane where the eggs of the infect are lodged, is feparated with 
the point of a needle, and thofe eggs lo tenacioully adhere to the flelh and this mem- 
brane, that to complete the operation .without burfting the tegument, and putting the 
patient to the molt acute pain, requires the greatclt dexterity. After leparating on 
every fide the fmall and almolt imperceptible fibres, by which it was fo clofely con- 
nected with the membranes and mufcles of the part, the perilla, as they term it, is 
extracted, the dimenfions of which are proportional to the time it has exilted. If 
unfortunately it Ihould bui lt, the greateft care mult be ufed to clear away all the roots, 
particularly not to leave the principal nigua ; as before the wound could be healed, 
there would be a new brood, further within the flelh ; and confequently the cure much 
more difficult and painful. 

The cavity left by the removal of the nidus, mult be immediately filled either with 
tobacco alhes, chewed tobacco, or fnuff; and in hot countries, as Carthagena, great 
care mult be taken not to wet the foot for the firlt two days, as convulfions would 
enfue ; a diltemper feldom got over : this confequence has poflibly been obferved in 
fome, and from thence confidered as general f. 

The firlt entrance of this infect is attended with no fenfible pain ; but the next day, 
it brings on a fiery itching extremely painful, but more fo in fome parts than in others. 
This is the cafe in extracting it, when the infeCt gels between the nails and the flelh, 
or at the extremity of the toes. In the foie of the foot and other parts where the Ikin 
is callous, they caufe little or no pain. 

This infeCt Ihows an implacable hatred to fome animals, particularly the hog ; which 
it preys on with futh voracity, that when their feet come to be fealded, after being 
killed, they are found full of cavities made by this corroding infeCt. 

t 

* They feldom infinuate themfelves into the legs. A. 

f There is no neceffity for this precaution* as is well known to the honefl. tar. The tobacco afhes, 3cc. 
entirely deftroy the nits or ovaria, if any be left. A. 
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Minute as this creature is, there are two kinds of it ; one venomous, and the other 
not. The latter perfectly refembles the flea in colour, and gives a whitenefs to the 
membrane where it depofits its eggs. This caules no pain, but what is common in 
fuch cafes. The former is yellowifh, its nidus of s.n afh colour, and its effedls more 
extraordinary ; as when lodged, at the extremity of the toes, it violently inflames the 
glands of the groin, and the pain continues without abatement, till the nigua is extract- 
ed, that being the only remedy : after which the fwelling fubfides, and the pain ceafes, 
thofe glands correfponding with the foot, where the caufe of the pain refided. The 
true caufe of this apparently ftrange effeft I {hall not imdertakcto inveftigate ; the gene- 
ral opinion is, that fomc fmall mufcles extending from thefe glands to the feet, being 
affeCted by the poifon of the bite, communicate it to the glands, whence proceed the 
pain and inflammation. All 1 can affirm is, that I have often experienced it, and at 
firfl: with no fmall concern ; till having frequently obferved that thefe efl'edts ceafed on 
extracting the nigua, I thence concluded it to be the true caufe of the diforder. The 
fame thing happened to all the French academicians who accompanied us on this expe- 
dition ; and particularly to M. de Juffieu, botanift to the King of France, whom 
frequent experience of theft* kinds of accidents taught to divide thefe infefts into 
two kinds. 

As the preceding animals and infects chiefly exercife their malignant qualities on 
the human fpecies, ft there are others which damage and deftroy the furniture of 
houfts, particularly all kinds of hangings, whether of cloth, linen, filk, gold or ftlver 
Hulls, or laces ; and indeed every thing, except thofe of folid metal, where their vo- 
racity l'eems to be wearied out by the refiftancc. This infect called comegen, is 
nothing more than a kind of moth or maggot ; but fo expeditious in its depredations, 
that in a very ihort time it entirely reduces to dull one or more bales of merchandile 
where it happens to fallen ; and without altering the form, perforates it through and 
through, with a fubtilty which is not perceived till it comes to be handled, and then 
inltead of thick cloth or linen, one finds only fmall ffireds and duff. At all times 
the ftrictefl attention is requifite to prevent fuch accidents, but chiefly at the arrival of 
the galleons ; for then it may do inunenfe damage among the vail quantity of goods 
landed for warehoufes, and for falc in the (hops. The belt, and indeed the only 
method is, to lay the bales on benches, about half a yard from the ground, and to 
cover the feet . f them with alquitran, or naphtha, the only prefervative againft this 
fpecies of vermin ; for with regard to wood, it eats into that as cafily as into the 
goods, but will not cotne near it when covered with naphtha as above. 

Neither would this precaution be fuflicient for the l'afety of the goods, without a 
method of keeping them from touching the walls ; and then they are fufficiently fc- 
cured. This infect is fo fmall, as to be fcarcely vifible to the mked eye, but of fuch 
activity as to deftroy all the goods in ji warehoufc, where it has it footing, in one 
night's time. Accordingly it is ufual that in running the rilks of commerce, in goods 
configned to Carthagena, the circumftances are fpecified, and in thefe are underllood 
to be included the lofies that may happen in that city by the comegen. This infedl 
infefts neither Porto Bello, nor even places nearer Carthagena, though they have 
fo many other things in common with that city ; nor is it fo much as known among 
them. 

What has been faid, will, I hope, be* fuflicient to give an adequate idea of this 
country, without fwelling the work w\th trivial obfervations, or fu^h as have been 
already publiffied by others. We {hall now proceed to treat diftindlly of other equally 
wonderful works of Omnipotence, in this country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. — Of the efculcnt Vegetables produced^ in the Territories of Carthagena T 
and the Food of the Inhabitants of that City. 

THOUGH Carthagena has not the convenience of being furnifhed by its foil with 
the different kinds of European vegetables, it does not want for others, far from being 
contemptible, and of which the inhabitants eat with pleafure. Even the Europeans, 
who at their firft coming cannot eafily take up with them, are not long before they 
like them fo well as to forget thofe of their own country. 

The conftant moifture and heat of this climate will not admit of barley, wheat, and 
other grain of this kind j but produces excellent maize and rice in fuch abundance, 
that a bulhel of maize fown, ufually produces an hundred at harveft. From this 
grain they make the bollo or bread, ufed in all this country ; they alfo ufe it in 
reeding hogs and fattening poultry. The maize bollo has no reiemblance to the bread 
made of wheat, either in fliape or tafte. It is made in form of a cake ; is of a white 
colour, and an infipid tafte. The method of making it is to foak the maize, and 
afterwards bruife it between two ftones ; it is then put into large bins filled with 
water, where by rubbing and fluffing it from one veffel into another, they clear it 
from its hulk ; after this it is ground into a pafte, of which the bollos are made. 
Thefe bollos being wrapped up in plantane or vijahua leaves, are boiled in water, 
and ufed as bread ; but after twenty-four hours, become tough and of a difagreeable 
tafte. In families of diftin&ion the bollo is kneaded with milk, which greatly im- 
proves it, but being not thoroughly penetrated by the liquids, it never rifcs, nor 
changes its natural colour ; fo that inftead of a pleafing tafte, it has only that of the 
flour of maize. 

Befides the bollo * here is alfo the cafava bread, very common among the negroes, 
made from the roots of yuca, names, and moniatos. After carefully taking off the 
upper fkin of the root, they grate it, and fteep it in water, in order to free it from a 
ftrong acrid juice, which is a real poifon, particularly that of the moniato. The water 
being feveral times fhifted, that nothing of this acrimony may remain, the dough is 
made into round cakes about two feet diameter, and about three or four lines in thick- 
nefs. Thefe cakes are baked in ovens, on plates of copper, or a kirtd of brick made 
for that purpofe. It is a nourifhing and ftrengthening food, but very infipid. It will 
keep fo well, that at the end of two months it has the fame tafte as the firft flay, except 
being thore dry. 

Wheat bread is not entirely uncommon at Carthagena ; but, as the flpur comes from 
Spain, the price of it may well be conceived to be above the reach of the generality. 
Accordingly it is ufed only by the Europeans, fettled at Carthagena, and fome few 
Creoles ; and by thefe only with their chocolate and conferves. At all other meals, fo 
ftrong is the force of a cuftom imbibed in their infancy, they prefer l)ollos to wheat 
bread, and eat honey with cafava. 

They alfo make, of the flour of maize, feveral kinds of paftry, and a variety of 
foods equally palatable and wholefome $ bollo itfelf being never known to difagree with 
thofe who ufe it. r 

* Or cake made of mandioc yams, and fwcet potatoes^or camioten), which they grate and mix toge- 
ther, The bollo is far from infipid, when a proper quantity of the camiote is put in. A. 
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Befides thefe roots, the foil produces plenty of camiotes, refembling, in tafte, Malaga 
potatoes j but fomething different in fhape, the camiotes being generally roundilh and 
uneven. They are both pickled and ufed as roots with the meat ; but, confidering the 
goodnefs and plenty of this root, they do not improve it as they might. 

Plantations of fugar-canes abound to fuch a degree, as extremely to lower the price 
of honey : and a great part of the juice of thefe canes is converted into fpirit for the 
difpofing of it. They grow fo quick as to be cut twice in a year. The variety of their 
verdure is a beautiful ornament to the country. 

Here are alfo great numbers of cotton-trees, fome planted a$d cultivated, and thefe 
are the bell ; others fpontaneoufly produced by the great fertility of the country. The 
cotton of both is fpun, and made into feveral forts of fluffs, which are worn by the 
Negroes of the Haciendas, and the country Indians. 

Cacao trees alfo grow in great plenty on the banks of the river Magdalena, and in 
other fituations which that tree delights in ; but thofe in the jurifdiction of Carthagena 
excel thofe of the Caracas, Maracaybo, Guayaquil, and other parts, both in fize and 
the goodnefs of the fruit. The Carthagena cacao or chocolate is little known in Spain, 
being only fent as prefents ; for, as it is more efteemed than that of other countries, 
the greater part of it is confumed in this jurifdiction, or lent to other parts of America. 
It is alfo imported from the Caracas, and fent up the country, that of the Magdalena 
not being fufficient to anfwer the great demand there is for it in thefe parts. Nor is it 
amifs to mix the former with the latter, as correfting the extreme oilinefs of the choco- 
late, when made only with the cacao of the Magdalena. The latter, by way of dif- 
tindlion from the former, is fold at Carthagena by millares, whereas the former is dif- 
pofed of by the bufliel, each weighing one hundred and ten pounds ; but that of Maya- 
caybo weighs only ninety-fix pounds. This is the mod valuable treafure which Nature 
could have bellowed on this country ; though it has carried its bounty ftill farther, in 
adding a vaft nuniber of delicious fruits which evidently difplay the exuberance of the 
foil. Nothing ftrikes a fpeclator with greater admiration, than to fee fuch a variety of 
pompous trees, in a manner emulating each other, through the whole year, in pro- 
ducing the moil beautiful and delicious fruits. Some referable thofe of Spain ; others are 
peculiar to the country. Among the former, 1'omc are indeed cultivated, the latter 
flourilh fpontaneoufly. 

Thofe of the fame kind with the Spanifli fruits are melons, water-melons, called by 
the natives Blanciac, grapes, oranges, medlars, and dates. The grapes are not equal 
to thofe of Spain j but the medlars as far exceed them : with regard to the reft, there 
is no great difference. 

Among the fruits peculiar to the country, the preference, doubtlefs, belongs to the 
pine-apple ; and accordingly its beauty, fmell, and tafte, have arquired it the appella- 
tion of queen of fruits. The others are the papayas, guanabanas, guayabas, fapotes, 
mameis, platanos, cocos, and many others, winch it would be tedious to enumerate, 
cfpecially as thefe are the principal j and, therefore, it will be fufficient to confine our 
deferiptions to them. 

The ananas or pine-apple, fo called from its refembling the fruit or the cones of the 
European pine-tree, is produced by a plant nearly refembling the aloe, except that the 
leaves of the pine-apple are longer, but. not fo thick, and moft of them Bind near the 
ground in a horizontal pofition ; but as they approach nearer the fruit, they diminiffi in 
length, and become lefs expanded. This plant feldom grows to above three feet in 
height, and terminates in a flower refembling a lily, but of fo elegant a crimfon, as 
even to dazzle the eye. The pine-apple makes its firft appearance in the centre of the 
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flower, about the fize of a nut ; and as this increafes, the luftre of the flower fades, 
and the leaves expand themfelves to make room for it, and fecure it both as a bafe and 
ornament. On the top of the apple itfelf, is a crown or tuft of leaves, like thofe of 
the plant, and of a very lively green. This crown grows in proportion with the fruit, 
till both have attained their utmoft magnitude, and hitherto they differ very little in 
colour. But as foon as the crown ceafes to grow, the fruit begins to ripen, and its 
green changes to a bright ft raw colour : during this gradual alteration of colour, the 
fruit exhales fuch a fragrancy as difeovers it, though concealed from fight. While it 
continues to grow, it flioots forth on all fides little thorns, which, as it approaches 
towards maturity, dry and foften, fo that the fruit is gathered without the leaft incon- 
venience. The Angularities which concentre in this product of nature, cannot fail of 
ftriking a contemplative mind with admiration. The crown, which was to it a kind of 
apex, whije growing in the woods, becomes itfelf, when fown, a new plant ; and the 
ftem, after the fruit is cut, dies away, as if fatisfied with having anfwered the intention 
of nature in fuch a produc'd: ; but the roots fhoot forth frefli (talks, for the further in- 
creafe of fo valuable a Ipecies. 

The pine-apple, though feparated from the plant, retains its fragrancy for a confider- 
able time, when it begins to decay. The odour of it not only fills the apartment where 
the fruit is kept, but even extends to the contiguous rooms. The general length of 
this delicious fruit is from five to feven inches, and the diameter near its bafis three or 
four, diminifhing regularly, as it approaches to its apex. For eating, it is peeled and 
cut into round flices, and is fo full of juice, that it entirely diffolves in the mouth. Its 
flavour is fweet, blended with a delightful acidity. The rind, infufed in water, after 
a proper fermentation, produces a very cooling liquor, and ftill retains all the proper- 
ties of the fruit. 

The other fruits of this country arc equally valuable in their feveral kinds ; and fome 
of them alfo diftinguilhed for their fragrancy, as the guayaba, which js, befides, both 
peftoral and aftringent. 

The moft common ot all are, the platanos, the name of which, if not its figure and 
tafte, is known in all parts of Europe *. Thefe are of three kinds. The firft is the 
banana, which is fo large as to want but little of a foot in length. Thefe are greatly 
ufed, being not only eaten as bread, but al(p an ingredient in many made, diflies. Both 
the (tone and kernel are very hard ; but the latter has no noxious quality. The l’econd 
kind are the dominicos, which are neither fo long nor fo large as the bananas, but of a 
better tafte ; they are ufed as the former. 

The third kind are the guineos, lefs than either of the former, but far more palatable, 
though not reckoned fo wholefome by the natives, on account of th*eir fuppofed heat. 
They feldom exceed four inches in length ; and their rind, when ripe, is yellower, 
fmoother, and brighter, than that of the two other kinds. The cuftom of the country 
is to drink water after eating them ; but the European failors, who will not be confined 
in their diet, but drink brandy with every thing they eat, make no difference between this 
fruit and any other ; and to this intemperance may, in fome meafure, be attributed the 
many difeafes with which they are attacked in this country, and not a few fudden deaths ; 
which are, ii^eed, apt to raife, in the furvivors, concern for their companions for the 

* The plantanc and banana are, I believe, little known in Europe by name. The firft two forts the 
Author deferibes, are better known by the names of the lon& and fhort plantane, and the kill bv the name 
of banana, than by thofe he has given them. They have neither ftone nor kernel, but a very imall feed, 
as fmali as that of thyme, which lies in the fruit in rows like that of a cucumber, to which the banana bears 
the greateft refemblance of any thing in England \ only it is fmooth, and not fo large. A. 
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prefent ; but they foon return to the fame excefles, not remembering, or rather choof- 
ing to forget, the melancholy confequences. • 

By what we could difcover, it is not the quality of the brandy which proves fo per- 
nicious, but the quantity ; fome of our company making the experiment of drinking 
fparingly of this liquor after eating the guineos, and repeating it feveral times without 
the leaft inconvenience. One method of dreffing them, among feveral others, is to 
roaft them in their rind, and after wards flice them, adding a little brandy and fugar to 
give them a firmnefs. In this manner we had them every day at our table, and the 
Creoles themfelvcs approved of them. 

The papayas are from fix to eight inches in length, and refcmble a lemon, except 
that, towards the ftalk, they are fomewhat lefs than at the other extremity. Their 
rind is green, the pulp white, very juicy, but ftringy, and the tafte a, gentle acid, not 
pungent. This is the fruit of a free, and not, like the pine-apple and* platano, the pro- 
duct of a plant. The guayaba, and the following, are alfo the fruit of trees. 

The guanabana approaches very near the melon, but its rind is much fmoother, and 
of a greenifh colour. Its pulp is of a ycllowilh call, like that of fome melons, and not 
very different in tafte. But the greatell diftin&ion between thefe two fruits is a naufeous 
fmell in the guanaba. The feed is round, of a fhining dark colour, and about twtf’lines 
in diameter. It confifts of a very fine tranfparent pellicle, and a kernel folid and juicy. 
The fmell of this little feed is much ftronger and more naufeous. The natives fay, that, 
by eating this feed, nothing is to be apprehended from the fruit, which is otherwife 
accounted heavy and hard of digeftion ; but, though the feed has no ill tafte, the fto- 
inach is offended at its fmell. 

The lapotes are round, about two inches in circumference, the rind thin and eafily 
feparated from the fruit ; the colour brown, ftreaked with red. The flefli is of a bright 
red, with little juice, vilcid, fibrous, and compact. It cannot be claffed among deli- 
cious fruits, though its tafte is not difagreeabie. It contains a few feeds, which are 
hard and oblong. 

The mameis are of the fame colour with the fapotes, except that the brown is fome- 
thing lighter. Their rind alfo requires the afliftance of a knife, to feparate it. The 
fruit is very much like the brunion plum, but more folid, lefs juicy, and, in colour, more 
lively. The ftone is proportioned to the largenefs of the fruit, which is betwixt three 
and four inches in diameter, almoft circular, but with fome irregularities. The ftone 
is an inch and a half in length, and its breadth, in the middle, w here it is round, 
one inch. Its external furface is fmooth, and of a brown colour, except on one 
fide, where it is vertically crofted by a ftreak refembling the flice of a melon in 
colour and fliape. This ftreak has neither the hardnefs nor fmoothnefs of the reft 
of the furface of the ftone, which feems in this place ovved, and ibmcthiug 
fcabrous. 

The coco is a very common fruit, and but little efteemed ; all the ufe made of 
it being to drink the juice whilft fluid, before it begins to curdle. It is, when ftrft 
gathered, full of a whitifli liquor, as fluid as w'ater, very pleafant and refrelhing. 
The fliell which covers the cocoa nut, is green on the outfide, and white within ; full 
of ftrong fibres, traverfing it on all fides in a longitudinal direction, but eafily feparated 
with a knife. The coco is alfo whitilh.at that time, and not Li. d ; but, as the con. 
fiftency of its pulp increafes, the green colour of its fhell degenerates into yellow. As 
foon „as the kernel lias attained its maturity, this dries and changes to brown j then be- 
comes fibrous and fo compact, as not to be eafily opened and feparated from the coco, 
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to which fome of thofe fibres adhere. From the pulp of thefe cocos is drawn a milk 
like that of almonds, and, at Carthagena, is ufed in dreffing rice. 

Though lemons, of the kind generally known in F.urope, and of which fuch quan- 
tities arc gathered in fome parts of Spain, are very fcarce ; yet there are fuch numbers 
of another kind, called futilcs or limes, that the country is, in a manner, covered with 
the trees that produce them, without care or culture. But the tree and its fruit are 
both much lefs than thofe of Spain, the height of the former feldom exceeding eight 
or ten feet ; and from the bottom, or a little above, divides into feveral branches, whofe 
regular expanfion forms a very beautiful tuft. The leaf, which is of the fame fhape 
with that of the European lemon, is lefs, but fmoother ; the fruit does not exceed a 
common egg in magnitude ; the rind very thin ; and it is more juicy, in proportion, 
than the lemon of Europe, and infinitely more pungent and acid ; on which account, 
the European phyficians pronounce it detrimental to health ; though, in this country, 
it is a general ingredient in their made dilhes. There is one Angular ufe to which this 
fruit is applied in cookery. It is a cuftom with the inhabitants not to lay their meat 
down to the fire above an hour at fartheft, before dinner or fupper ; this is managed by 
fteeping it for fome time in the juice of thefe limes, or fqueezing three or four, accord- 
ing t6 the quantity of meat, into the water, if they intend boiling ; by which means, 
the flelh becomes fo foftened, as to admit of being thoroughly drefled in this Ihort fpace. 
The people here value themfelves highly on this preparative, and laugh at the Europeans 
for fpending a morning about what they difpatch fo expeditioufly. 

This country abounds in tamarinds ; a large branchy tree, the leaf of a deep green j 
the pods of a middle fize, and flat ; the pulp of a dark brown, a pleafant tafte, very 
fibrous, and is called by the fame name as the tree itfelf. In the middle of the pulp is 
a hard feed, or Hone, fix or eight lines in length, to two in breadth. Its tafte is an acid 
fweetnefs, but the acid predominates ; and it is only ufed when diflblved in water as a 
cooling liquor, and then but moderately, and not for many days fucceffively j its acidity 
and extreme coldnefs weakening and debilitating the ftomach. 

Another fruit, called mani, is produced by a finall plant. It is of the fize and fhape 
of a pine-cone ; and eaten either roafted, or as a conferve. Its quality is directly oppo- 
fite to that of the former, being hot in the higheft degree ; and, confequently, not 
very wholefome in this climate. 

The products which are not natural here, befides wheat, barley, and other grain, 
are grapes, almonds, and olives : confequently the country is deftitute of wine, oil, 
and raifins, with which they are fupplied from Europe : this necefiarily renders them 
very dear ; fometimes they are not to be had at any price. When this is the cafe with 
regard to wine, great numbers fuflfer in their health ; for, as all thole who do not ac- 
cuftom themfelves to drink brandy at their meals, which are far the greater number, 
except the Negroes, being ufed to this wine, their ftomach, for want of it, lofes their 
digeftive faculty, and thence are produced epidemical dillempcrs. This was an un- 
happy circumftance at our arrival, when wane was fo extremely fcarce, that mafs was 
faid only in one church. 

The want of oil is much more tolerable ; for, in dreffing either fifh or flefh, they 
ufe. hog’s lard, of which they have fo great a quantity, as to make it an ingredient in 
their foup, which is Very good, and, confidering the country, not at all dear : inftead 
of lamps too, they ufe tallow candles : fo that they want oil only for their falads. 

From fuch plenty of flelh, fowl, and fruits, an idea may be formed of the luxuriancy 
of the fables in this country ; and; indeed, in the houfes of perfons of wealth and dif- 
tinftion, they are ferved with the greateft decency and fplendour. Moll of the dilhes 
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are drefled in the manner of this country, and differ confiderably from thofe of Spain } 
but fome of them are fo delicate, that foreigners are no lefs* pleafed with them, than the 
gentlemen of the country. One of their favourite dilhes is the agi-aco, there being 
fcarcely a genteel table without it. It is a mixture of feveral ingredients, which cannot 
fail of making an excellent ragout. It confifts of pork fried, birds of feveral kinds, 
plantanes, maize pafte, and feveral other things highly feafoned with what they call 
pimento, or aji. 

The inhabitants of any figure generally make two meals a-day, befides another light 
repaft. That in the morning, their breakfaft, is generally compofed of fome fried 
difh, paftry of maize flour, anil things of that nature, followed by chocolate. Their 
dinner confifts of a much greater variety ; but at night the regale is only of fweetmeats 
and chocolate. Some families, indeed, affect the European cuftom of having regular 
(uppers, though they are generally looked upon at Carthagena as detrimental to health. 
We found, however, no difference as to ourfelves ; and, poflibly, the ill effects flow 
from excefs in the other meals. 


CHAP. IX. — Of the Trade of Carthagena, and other Countries of America , on the 
Arrival of the Galleons and other Spanifh Ships. 

THE bay of Carthagena is the firft place in America at which the galleons are 
allowed to touch ; and thus it enjoys the firft fruits of commerce, by the public fales 
made there. Thefe fales, though not accompanied with the formalities obferved at 
Porto Bello fair, are very confiderable. The traders of the inland provinces of Santa 
Fc, Popayan, and Quito, lay out not only their own flocks, but alfo the monies in- 
truded to them by commiflions, for feveral forts of goods, and thofe fpecies of provi- 
fions which are mod wanted in their refpedtive countries. The two provinces of Santa 
Fe and Popayan have no other way of fupplying themfelves with the latter, than from 
Carthagena. Their traders bring gold and filver in fpecie, ingots, and duft, and alfo 
emeralds ; as, befides the filver mines worked at Santa Fe, and which daily increafe by 
frefti difeoveries, there are others which yield the fined emeralds. But the value of 
thefe gems being now fallen in Europe, and particularly in Spain, the trade of them, 
formerly fo confiderable, is now greatly leffened, and, confcquently, the reward for 
finding them. All thefe mines produce groat quantities of gold, which is carried to 
Choco, and there pays one-fifth to the King, at an office creeled for that purpofe. 

This commerce was for fome years prohibited, at the folicitation of the merchants of 
Lima, who complained of the great damages they fuftained by the tranfportation of 
European merchandifes from Quito to Peru ; which being thus furnifhed, while the 
traders of lama were employed at the fairs of Panama and Porto Bello, at their return, 
they found, to their great lofs, the price of goods very much lowered. But it being 
afterwards confidered, that reftnuning the merchants of Quito and other places from * 
purchafing goods at Carthagena, on the arrival of the galleons, was of great detriment 
to thofe provinces, it was ordered, in regard to both parties, that, on notice being given 
in thofe provinces, of the arrival of the galleons at Carthagena, all commerce, with 
regard to European commodities, fhoifld ceafe between Quito and Lima, and that the 
limits of the two audiences fhould be thofe of their commerce: that is, that Quito 
Ihould not trade beyond the territories of Loia and Zamora ; nor Lima, beyond thofe 
of Piura, one of the jurifdidtions of its audience. By this equitable expedient, thofe 
provinces were, in time, fupplied with the goods they wanted, without any detriment 
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to th« trade of Peru. This regulation was firft executed in 1730, on the arrival of the 
fquadron commanded by Don Manuel Lopez Pintado, who had' orders, from the King, 
to place commerce on this footing, provided it bid fair to anfwer the intentions of both 
parties, and that no better expedient could be found. Accordingly this was carried into 
execution ; being not only well adapted to the principal end, but alfo, during the flay 
of the galleons at Carthagena, procured bufmefs for the Cargadores # , in the fale of 
their goods ; and thus made them ample amends for their expences. 

During the prohibition, the merchants of ‘Carthagena were obliged to have rpcourfe 
to the flotilla of Peru, in their courfe from Guayaquil to Panama ; or to wait the return 
of the galleons to Carthagena, and, confequently, purchafe only the rcfufe of Porto 
Bello fair; both which were, doubtlefs, confiderable grievances to them. If they pur- 
fued the fir it, they were obliged to travel acrofs the whole jurifdiction of Santa Fe to Gua- 
yaquil, which was a journey of above four hundred leagues, with confiderable funis of 
money, which having difpofed of in merchandifes, the charges of their return were Hill 
greater. In fine, the Ioffes inevitable in fuch a long journey, where rapid rivers, moun- 
tains, and bridges, were to be eroded, and their merchandifes expofed to a thoufaud 
accidents, rendered this method utterly impracticable ; fo that they were obliged to 
content themfelves with the remains of the fair ; though it was very uncertain whether 
thefe would be fuflicient to aufwer the demand. Befides, the inland merchants ran the 
hazard of not meeting at Carthagena with goods fuflicient, in quality and quantity, to 
anfwer their charges ; and were fometimes actually obliged to return with the money, 
and the vexation of a fruitlefs, though expenfive, journey. Thefe inconveniences pro- 
duced a repeal of the prohibition, and commerce was placed on the prefent equitable 
footing. 

This little fair at Carthagena, for fo it may be called, occafions a great quantity of 
fliops to be opened, and filled with all kinds of merchandife ; the profit partly refulting 
to Spaniards who come in the galleons, and are either recommended to, or are in part- 
nerfhip with, the Cargadores ; and partly to thofe already fettled in that city. The 
Cargadores furnifh the former with goods, though to no great value, in order to gain 
their cuflom ; and the latter, as perfons whom they have already experienced to be 
good men ; and both in proportion to the quicknefs of their fale. This is a time of 
univerfal profit ; to fome by letting lodgings and fliops, to form; by the iaereafe of their 
refpcctive trades, and to others by the labour of their Negro flaves, whofe pay alfo is 
proportionally increafed, as they do more work in this bufy time. By this brilk circu- 
lation through all the feveral ranks, they frequently get a fin-plus of money beyond what 
is fuflicient for providing themfelves with neceflaries. And jt is not uncommon for 
flaves, out of their favings, and after paying their mailers the daily tribute, to pur- 
chafe their freedoms. 

This affluence extends to the neighbouring villages, eftancias, and the moft wretched 
chacaras, of this jurifdiction ; for, by the increafe of ftrangers to a fourth, third, and 
fometimes one-half, of the ufual number of people, the confumption, and confequently 
the price of provisions, advances, which is, of courfe, no fmall advantage to thofe 
who bring them to market. 

This commercial tumult lafts while the galleons continue in the bay ; for they are no 
fooner gone, than filence and tranquillity refume ^their former place. This the inha- 
bitants of Carthagena call Tieinpo muerto, the dead time ; for, with regard to the trade 
carried on with the other governments, it is not wbrth notice. The greater part of it 

* Perfons who bring European goods for fale. 
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confifts in fome bilanders from La Trinidad, the Havannah, and St. Domingo, bring- 
ing leaf-tobacco, fnuff, and fugars ; and returning with Magdalena cacao, earthen-ware, 
rice, and other goods wanted in thofe iflands : and even of thefe fmall veflels, fcarcely 
one is feen for two or three months. The fame may be faid of thofe which go from 
Carthagena to Nicaragua, Vera Cruz, Honduras, and other parts : but the molt fre- 
quent trips are made to Porto Bello, Chagra, or Santa Martha. The reafon why this 
commerce is not carried on more brifkly is, that moll of thlfe places are naturally pro- 
vided with the fame kind of provifions, and confequently are under no neccflity of traf- 
ficking with each other. 

Another branch of the commerce of Carthagena, during the tiempo muerto, is 
carried on with the towns and villages of its jurifdidtion, from whence are brought all 
kinds of ncceflaries, and even the luxuries of life, as maize, rice, cotton, live hogs, 
tobacco, plantanes, birds, cal'ava, fugar, honey, and cacao, molt of which is brought in 
canoes and champanas, a fort of boats proper for rivers. The former are a kind of 
coulters, and the latter come from the rivers Magdalena, Sinu, and others. Their re- 
turns confilt of goods for apparel, with which the fhops and warehoufes furnifh them- 
felvcs from the galleons, or from prizes taken on the coalt by the Xing’s frigates, or 
privateers. 

No eatable pays any duty to the King ; and every perfon may, in his own houfe, 
kill any number of pigs he thinks he lhall lell that day : no falted pork is eaten, be- 
caufe it is Icon corrupted by the exceffive heat of the place. All imports from 
Spain, as brandy, wine, oil, almonds, raifms, pay a duty, and are afterwards fold 
without any farther charge, except what is paid by retailers, as a tax for their fhop or 
flail. 

Bolides thefe goods, which keep alive this (lender inland commerce, here is an office 
for the affiento of Negroes, whither they are brought, and, as it were, kept as pledges, 
till fuch perfons as want them on their efhites come to purchafe them, negroes 
being generally employed in hufbandry and other laborious country works. This, 
indeed, gives fome life to the trade of Carthagena, though it is no weighty article. The 
produce of the royal revenues in this city not being l'ufficient to pay and fupport the 
governor, garrifon, and a great •number of other officers, the deficiency is remitted from 
the trealurers of Santa Fe and Quito, under the name of Situado, together with fuch 
monies as are requifite for keeping up the fortifications, furniihing the artillery, and 
other expences, neceflary for the defence of the place and its forts. 


BOOK II. 

Voyage from Carthagena to Porto Bello . 


CHAP. I. — - General Winds and Currents between Carthagen> and Porto Bello. 

XXjTHF.N the French frigate had watered, and was ready for failing, we embarked on 
board her, on the 24th of November 1735 ; the next day we put to fea, and on 
the 29th of the fame month, at half an hour after five in the evening, came to an anchor 
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at the mouth of Porto Bello harbour, in fourteen fathom water ; Caftle Todo Fierro, 
or the iron caftle, bearing north-eaft four degrees northerly ; and the fouth point of the 
harbour eaft one quarter northerly. The difference of longitude between Carthagena 
and Punta de Nave, we found to be 4 0 24'. 

We had fleered weft-north-weft and weft one quarter northerly, till the (hip was ob- 
served to be in the eleventh degree of latitude, when we flood to the weft. But when 
our difference of longitude-front Carthagena was 3 0 1 o', we altered our courfe to fouth- 
weft and fouth, a quarter wefterly, which, as already obferved, on the 29th of Novem- 
ber, at five in the evening, brought us in fight of Punta de Nave, which being fouth of 
us, we were obliged to make feveral tacks before we could get into the harbour. 

In this paffage we met with freflt gales. The two firft days at north quarter eaftefly, 
and the other days till we made the land at north-eaft, a high fea running the whole 
time. But we were no fooner in fight of Punta de Nave, than it became calm, and a 
breeze from the land fprung up, which hindered us from getting that day into the har- 
bour. It alfo continued contrary on the 30th ; but, by the help of our oars, and being 
towed, we got at laft to the anchoring-place, where we went on fhore, with our bag- 
gage and inftruments neceffary for beginning our obfervations. But this being the tnoft 
proper place for mentioning the winds which prevail in this paffage along the coail, and 
that of Carthagena, we fhall bellow fome paragraphs on them. 

There are two forts of general winds on thefe coafts ; the one called Brifas, which 
blow from the north-eaft, and the other called Vendabales, which come from the weft, 
and weft-fouth-weft. The former fet in about the middle of November, but arc not 
fettled till the beginning or middle of December, which is here the finmner, and con- 
tinue blowing frefh and invariable till the middle of May ; they then ceafe, and are fuc- 
ceeded by the vendabales, but with this difference, that thefe do not extend farther than 
12 or 12-J- degrees of latitude, beyond which the brifas conftantly reign, though with 
different degrees of ftrength, and veer fometimes to the eaft, and at other times to the 
north. 

The feafon of the vendabales is attended with violent ftorms of wind and rain ; but 
they are foon over, and fucceeded by a calm equally tranfitory ; for the wind gradually 
freshens, efpecially near the land, where thefe phenoma. are more frequent. The fame 
happens at the end of October and beginning of November, the general winds not being 
fettled. ... ‘ 

In the feafon of the brifas, the currents, as far as 12 0 or 12 0 30' of latitude, fet to 
the weftward, but with lefs velocity than ufual at the changes of the moon, and greater 
at the full. But beyond that latitude they ufually fet north-weft. Though this mull 
not be underftood without exception ; as, for inftance, near iflands or ihoals, their courfe 
becomes irregular : fometimes they How through long channels, and fometimes they 
are met by others ; all which proceeds from their feveral directions, and the bearings 
of the coafts ; fo that the greatefl attention is neceffary here, the general accounts nor 
being fufficient to be relied on ; for, though they have been given by pilots who have for 
twenty or thirty years ufed this navigation, in all kinds of veffels, and therefore have 
acquired a thorough knowledge, they themfelves confefs that there arc places where 
the currents obferve no kind or regularity, like thofe we have mentioned. 

When the brifas draw near their period, which is about the beginning of April, 
the currents change their courfe, running to* the eaftward for eight, ten, or twelve 
leagues from the coaft, and thus continue during the whole feafon of the vendabales ; 
on which account, and the winds being at this feafon contrary for going from Cartha- 
gena to Porto Bello, it is neceffary to fail to twelve or thirteen degrees of latitude, or 
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even fometimes farther ; when being without the verge of thofe winds, the voyage is 
eafily performed. 

While the brifas blow ftrongeft, a very impetuous current fets into the gulf of Darien, 
and out of it during the feafon of the vendabales. This fecond change proceeds from 
the many rivers which difcharge themfelves into it, and at that time being greatly 
fwelled by the heavy rains, peculiar to the feafon ; fo that they come down with fuch 
rapidity, as violently to propel the water out of the gulf. But in the feafon of the 
brifas thefe rivers are low, and fo weak, that the current of the fea overcomes their 
refinance, fills the gulf, and returns along the windings of the coafi. 


CHAP. II. — Dcfcription of the Town of St. Philip de Porto Bello. 

THE town of St. Philip de Porto Bello, according to our obfervations. Hands in 
9° 34 r 35 " north latitude; and by the obfervations of Father Feuillee, in the longitude 
of 277 50' from the meridian of Pails, and 296^ 41' from the Pico of Teneriffe. 
This harbour was difeovered on the 2d of November 1502 by Chriftopher Columbus, 
who was fo charmed with its extent, depth, and fecurity, that he gave It the name of 
Porto Bello, or the fine harbour. In the profecution of his difeoveries, he arrived at 
that which he called Baftimentos, where, in 1510, was founded by Diego de Niqueza 
the city of Nombre de Dios, “ the Name of God fo called from the commander 
having faid to his people on their landing, “ Here we will make a fettlement in the 
name of God,” which was accordingly executed. But this place was in its infancy 
entirely deftroyed by the Indians of Darien. Some years after, the fettlement was 
repaired, and the inhabitants maintained their ground till 1584, when orders arrived 
from Philip II. for their removing to Porto Bello, as much better fituated for the 
commerce of that, country. 

Porto Bello was taken and plundered by John Morgan, an Englifh adventurer, who 
infefled thofe feas ; but in confideration of a ranfom, he fpared the forts and houfes. 

The town of Porto Bello Hands near the fea, on the declivity of a mountain which 
furrounds the whole harbour. MoH of the houfes are built of wood. In fome the 
firH Hory is of Hone, and the remainder of wood. They are about one hundred and 
thirty in number ; moH of them large and fpacious. The town is under the jurif- 
diction of a governor, with the title of lieutenant-general ; being fuch under the pre- 
fident of Panama, and the term of his poll is without any fpecified limitation. He is 
always a gentleman of the army, having under him the commandants of the forts that 
defend the harbour ; whofe employments are for life. f 

It conHHs of one principal Hreet, extending along the Hurl, with oilier frnaller 
eroding it, and running from the declivity of the mountain to the fliore, together with 
fome lanes, in the fame direction with the principal Hreet, where the ground admits 
of it. Here are two large fquares, one oppofite to the cuflom-houfe, which is a 
Hrutture of Hone, contiguous to the quay ; the other oppofite the great church, which 
is of Hone, large, and decently ornamented, confidering the fmallnefs of the place. 
It is ferved by a vicar and other prielts, natives of the country. 

Here are two other churches, one called NueHra Signora de 1 < Merced, with a con- 
vent of the fame order ; the other St. Juan de Dios ; which, though it bears the title 
of an hofpital, and was founded as fach, is very far from being fo in reality. The 
church of La Merced is of Hone, but mean and ruinous, like the convent, which is 
vol. xiv. 3 a alfo 
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alfo decayed : fo that wanting the proper conveniences for the religious to refide in, 
they live in the town difperfed in private houfes. 

That of St. Juan de Dios is only a fmall building like an oratory, and not in better 
condition than that of La Merced. Its whole community confifts of a prior, chaplain, 
and another religious, and fometimes even of lefs: fo that its extent is very fmall, 
fince properly fpeaking, it has no community : and the apartments intended for the 
reception of patients confifts only of one chamber, open to the roof, without beds or 
other neceffaries. Nor are any admitted but fuch as are able to pay for their treatment 
and diet. It is therefore of no advantage to the poor of the place ; but ferves for 
lodging fick men belonging to the men of war which come hither, being provided with 
necefiarics front the fhips, and attended by their refpeCtive furgeons, lodging-room 
being the only thing afforded them by this nominal hofpital. 

At the eaft end of the town, which is the road to Panama, is a quarter called Gui- 
nev, being the place where all the negroes of both fexes, whether Haves or free, have 
their habitations. This quarter is very much crowded when the galleons are here, 
mod of the inhabitants of the town entirely quitting their houfes for the advantage of 
letting them, while others content themfelves with a linall part in order to make money 
of the reft. The mulattos and other poor families alfo remove, either to Guiney, or 
to cottages already cre&ed near it, or built on this occafion. Great numbers of arti- 
ficers from Panama Iikewife, who flock to Porto Bello to work at their refpeftive 
callings, lodge in this quarter for cheapnefs. , 

Towards the fea, in a large track between the town and Gloria caftle, barracks are 
alfo erefted, and principally filled with the fhips’ crews ; who keep flails of fweetmeats, 
and other kinds of eatables brought from Spain. But at the conclufion of the fair, 
the fhips put to fea, and all tliefe buildings are taken down, and the town returns to 
its former tranquillity and emptinefs. 

By an experiment we made with the barometer in a place a toife above the 
level of the fea, the height of the mercury was twenty-feven inches eleven lines 
and a half. 


CHAP. III. — Dcfcription of Porto Bello Harbour. 

THE name of this port indicates its being commodious for all forts of fhips or veflels, 
great or fmall ; and though its entrance is very wide, it is well defended by Fort St. 
Philip de Todo Fierro. It Hands on the north point of the entrance, which is about 
fix hundred toifes broad, that is, a little lefs than the fourth part of a league ; and the 
fouth fide being full of rifes of rocks, extending to fome diftance from the fhore, a 
fhip is obliged to Hand to the north, though the deepeft part of the channel is in the 
middle of the entrance, and thus continues in a llraight direction, having nine, ten, or 
fifteen fathom water, and a bottom of clayey mud, mixed with chalk and fand. 

On the fouth fide of the harbour, and oppofite to the anchoring-place, is a large 
caftle, called Saint Jago de la Gloria, to the eafl of which, at the diftance of about 
one hundred toifes, begins the town, having before it a point of land projecting into 
the harbour. On thw point flood a fmall forjt called St. Jerome, within ten toifes of 
the houfes. All thefe were demolifhed by the Englifti admiral Vernon, who with a 
numerous naval force*, in 1739, made himfelf mailer of this port; having found it 

* Th« numerou* naval force mentioned by our author, eonfifted we know of fix (hips only. 

fo 
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fo unprovided with every thing, th^it the greater part of the artillery, efpecially that 
of the caftle de Todo Fierro, or iron caftle, was difmounted for want of carriages, 
part of the few military ftorcs unferviceable, and the garrilon {hort of its complement 
even in time of peace. The governor of. the city, Don Bernardo Gutierrez de Boca- 
negra, was alfo abfent at Panama, on fome accufation brought againft him. Thus the 
Engli/h meeting no refiftance, eafily fucceeded in their defign upon this city, which 
furrendered by capitulation. 

The anchoring-place for the large /hips is north-weft of Gloria caftle, which is nearly 
the centre of the harbour ; but Idler velTels which come farther up, muft be careful 
to avoid a fand-bank, lying one hundred and fifty toifes from St. Jerome’s fort, or 
point, bearing from it weft one quarter northerly ; and on which there is only a fathom 
and a half, or at moll, two fathom water. 

North-weft of the town is a little bay, called la Caldera, or the kettle, having four 
fathom and a half water ; and is a very proper place for careening /hips and veflels, as, 
befides its depth, it is perfedlly defended from all winds. In order to go into it, you 
muft keep pretty clofe to the weftern /hore till about a third part of the breadth of the 
entrance, where you will have five fathom water (whilft on the eaftern fide of the fame 
entrance, there is not above two or thrpe feet), and then fteer diieflly towards the 
bottom of the bay. When the /hips are in, they may moor with four cables eaft and 
weft, in a fmall bafon formed by the Caldera ; but care muft be taken to keep them 
always on the weftern fide. 

North-eaft of the town is the mouth of a river called Cafcajel, which affords no fre/h 
water within a quarter of a league or upwards from its mouth ; and it is not ucom- 
mon to fee in it Caymanes, or alligators. 

The tides are here irregular ; and in this particular, as well as that of the winds, 
there is no difference between this harbour and that of Carthagena ; except that here 
the /hips muft always be towed in, being either becalmed, or the u’ind dircdly againft 
them. ¥ 

From obfervadons we made, both by the pole-ftar and the fun’s azimuth, we found 
the variation of the needle in this harbour to be 8" 4' cafterly. 

Among the mountains which furround the whole harbour of Porto Bello, beginning 
from St. Philip de Todo Fierro, or the iron ca^le (which is fituated on their declivity), 
and without any decreafe of height, extends to the oppofite point, one is particularly 
remarkable for its fuperior loftinefs, as if defigned to be the barometer of the country, 
by foretelling every change of weather. This mountain, diftingui/hed by the name ol 
Capiro, ftands at the utmoft extremity of the harbour, in the road to Panama. Its top 
is always covered with clouds of a denfity and darknefs feldom feen in thofe of this 
atmofphere; and from thele, which are called the capillo or c p, has poflibly been 
corruptly formed the name of Monte Capiro. When thele clouds thicken, increafe 
their blacknefs', and fink below their ufual ftation, it is a fure fign of a tempeft ; while 
on the other hand, their clearnefs and afeent as certainly indicate the approach of fair 
weather! It muft however be remembered, that thefe changes are very frequent and 
very fudden. It is alfo feldom that the fumrnit is ever obferved clear from clouds ; and 
when this does happen, it is only as it were, for an inftant. 

The jurifdi&ion of the governor of Porto Bello is limited to the town and the forts ; 
the neighbouring country, over which it might be extended, being full of mountains 
covered with impenetrable forefts, e»cept a few vallies, in which are thinly fcatfered 
fome farms or Aaciendas ; the nature of the country not admitting of farther improve- 
ments. 
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CHAP. IV. — Of the Climate of Porto Bello, and the Dijletnpers which prove fo fatal 

to the Crews of the Galleons. 

THE inclemency of the climate of Porto Bello is fufficiently known all over Europe. 
Not only ftrangers who come thither are affeded by it, but even the natives themfelves 
fuffer in various manners. It deftrovs the vigour of nature, and often untimely cuts 
the thread of life. It is a current opinion, that formerly, and even not above twenty 
years fmce, parturition was here fo dangerous, that it was feldom any women did not 
die in child-bed. As foon therefore as they had advanced three or four months in their 
pregnancy, they were fent to Panama, where they continued till the danger of deli- 
very was pad. A few indeed had the firnmefs to wait their de/tiny in their own houfes ; 
but much the greater nnmber thought it more advifable to undertake the journey, than 
to run fo great a hazard of their lives. 

The excellive love which a lady had for her hulband, blended with a dread that he 
would forget her during her abfence, his employment not permitting him to accompany 
her to Panama, determined her to fet the fir It example of acting contrary to this general 
cuftom. The reafons for her fear were fufhcient to juftify her refolution to run the rilk 
of a probable danger, in order to avoid an cvd which /lie knew to be certain, and mutt 
have embittered the whole remainder of her life. The event was happy ; /lie was delivered, 
and recovered her former health ; and the example oi a lady of her rank did not fail of 
infpiring others with the like courage, though not founded on the fame radons ; till, by 
degrees, the dread which former melancholy cafes had iinpreifed on the mind, and gave 
occafion to this climate’s being con/idered as fatal to pregnant women, was entirely 
difperfed. 

Another opinion equally ftrange is, that the animals from other climates, on their 
being brought to Porto Bello, ceafe to procreate. The inhabitants bring inilances of 
hg|s brought from Panama or Carthagena, which immediately on their arrival grew 
barren, and laid no more eggs ; and even at this very time, the horned cattle fent from 
Panama, after they have been here a /liort time, lofe their flefh fo as not to be eatable ; 
though they do not want for plenty of good pa/ture. It is certain that there are no 
horfes or alfes bred here, which tends tj) confirm the opinion that this clipiatc checks the 
generation of creatures produced in a more benign or lets noxious air. ’ However, not 
to rely on the common opinion, we inquired of fome intelligent per/ons, who differed 
but very little from the vulgar, and even confirmed what they aliened, by many known 
fads, and experiments performed by themfelves. 

The liquor in Mr. Reaumur’s thermometer, on the 4th of December 1731;, At fix 
in the morning, flood at 1021, and at noon role to 1023. 

The heat here is exce/Tive, augmented by the fituation of the town, which is fur- 
rounded by high mountains, without any interval for the winds, whereby it might be 
refrefhed. The trees on the mountains ftand fo thick, as to intercept the rays of the 
fun ; and, confequently, hinder them from drying the earth under their bf&nchcs : 
hence copious exhalations, which form large clouds, and precipitate in violent torrents 
of rain ; thefe are no fooner over, than the fun breaks forth afrefh, and ihines with its 
former fplendour ; though fcarce has the adivfty of his rays dried the furface of the 
ground hot covered by the trees, when the atinofphere is again crowded by another 
colledion of thick vapours, and the fun again concealed. Thus it continues during the 
whole day : the night is fubjed to the like viciflitudes ; but without the leaft diminution 
of heat in either. 
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Thefe torrents of rain, which, by their fuddennefs and impetuofity, feern to threaten 
a fecond deluge, are accompanied with fuch tempefts of thunder and lightning, as 
mull daunt even the mod refolute : this dreadful noife is prolonged by repercuflions 
from the caverns of the mountains, like the explofion of a cannon, the rumbling of 
which is heard for a minute after. To this may alfo be added the howlings and Ihrieks 
of the multitudes of monkies of all kinds, which live in the forefts of the mountains, 
and which are never louder than when a man of war fires the morning and evening gun, 
though they are fo much ufed to it. 

This continual inclemency, added to the fatigue of the feamen in unloading the {hips, 
carrying the goods on Ihore in barges, and afterwards drawing them along on fledges, 
caufes a very profufe perfpiration, and, confequently, renders them weak and faint ; 
and they, in order to recruit their fpirits, have recourfe to brandy, of which there is, on 
thefe occafions, an incredible confumption. The exceffive labour, immoderate drinking, 
and the inclemency and the unhcalthfulnefs of the climate, mult jointly deltroy the bell 
conflitutions, and produce thofe deleterious difeafes fo common in this country. They 
may well be termed deleterious ; for the fymptoms of all are fatal, the patients being too 
much attenuated to make any effectual ryli fiance ; and hence epidemics and mortal dif- 
tempers are fo very common. 

It is not the feamen alone who are fubjelt to thefe difeafes ; others, Itrangers to the 
feas, and not concerned in the fatigues, are attacked by them ; and, confequently, 
is a fuflicient demonllration that the other two are only collateral, though they 
tend both to fpread and inflame the diftemper ; it being evident, that when the 
fluids are difpol'ed to receive the feeds of the dillcmper, its progrefs is more rapid, 
and its attacks more violent. On fome occafions, phyficians have been lent for 
from Carthagena, as being fuppofed to be better acquainted with the properefi. 
methods of curing the diftempers of this country, and, confequently, more able to 
recover the feamen ; but experience has fhewn, that this intention has been fo little 
anfwered, that the galleons or other European {flips, which Hay any time here, (eldo|n 
depart, without burying half, or, at leafi, a third of their men ; and hence this city 
has, with too much rcafon, been termed the grave of the Spaniards ; but it may, with 
much greater propriety, be applied to thofe of other nations who vifit it. This remark 
was l'ufficiently confirmed by the havoc made arqpng the Englilh, when their fleet, in 
1726, appeared before the port, with a view of making themfelves mailers of the 
treal'ure brought thither from all parts to the fair held at the arrival of the galleons, 
which, at that time, by the death of the Marquis Grillo, were commanded by Don 
Erancifco Cornejo, one of thofe great officers whofe conduit and refolution have done 
honour to the navy of Spam. He ordered the Ihips under his command to be moored 
in a line within the harbour ; and erected, on the entrance, a bath y, the care of which 
he committed to the oflicers of the Ihips : or rather, indeed, luperintended it himfelf, 
omitting no precaution, but vifiting every part, in perfon. Thefe preparatives ftruck 
fuch a conlternation into the Englim fleet, though of confiderable force, that, inllead 
of making any attempt, they formed only a blockade, depending on being fupplied 
with provifions from Carthagena, and that famine would at length oblige the Spaniards 
to give up what they at firll intended to acquire by force ; but when the admiral 
thought himfelf on the point of obtaining his ends, the inclemency of the feal’on de- 
clared itfelf among his Ihips* companies, i'weeping away fuch numbers, that in a fliort 
time he was obliged to return to Jamaica, with the lofs of above half his people. 

But, notwithfiahding the known inclemency of the climate of Porto Bello, and its 
general fatality to Europeans, the fquadron of 1 730 enjoyed there a good date of health, 

though 
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though the fatigues and irregularities among the feamen were the fame: nor was there 
any perceivable change in the air. This happy Angularity was attributed to the ftay of 
the fquadron at Carthagena, where they paffed the time of the epidemia, by which 
their conllitutions were better adapted to this climate ; and hence . it appears, that the 
principal caufe of thefe diftempers flows from the conflitutions of the Europeans not 
being ufed to it ; and thus they either die, or become habituated to it, like the natives, 
Creoles, and other inhabitants. 


CHAP. V. — Account of the Inhabitants and Counfry about Porto Bello . 

IN feveral particulars there is no eflential difference between Carthagena and Porto 
Bello j fo that I fhall only mention thofe peculiar to the latter ; and add fome obferva- 
tions, tending to convey a more exadt knowledge of this country. 

The number of the inhabitants of Porto Bello, by reafon of its fmallnefs, and the 
inclemency of its climate, is very inconfiderable, and the greater part of thefe, Negroes 
and Mulattos, there being fcarce thirty white families ; thofe, who by commerce or 
their eftates are in eafy circurnftances, removing to Panama. So that thofe only ftay at 
Porto Bello, whofe employments oblige them to it ; as the governor or lieutenant-general, 
the commanders of the forts, the civil officers of the crown, the officers and foldiers of 
the garrifons, the alcaldes in office and of the herrnandad, and the town-clerk. Dur- 
ing our ftay here, the garrifons of the forts confifted of about one hundred and twenty- 
five men, being detachments from Panama ; and thefe, though coming from a place 
fo near, are aff'edted to l'uch a degree, that in lefs than a month they are fo attenuated, 
as to be unable to do any duty, till cuftom again reftores them to their ftrength. None 
of thefe, or of the natives or the country, above the Mulatto clafs, ever fettle here, 
thinking it a difgrace to live in it : a certain proof of its unhealthinefs, fince thofe to 
wfcom it gave birth forfake it. * 

manners and cuftoms, the inhabitants of Porto Bello refemble thofe of Carthagena, 
except that the latter are more free and generous, thofe in the parts round Porto Bello 
being accufed of avarice ; a vice natural to all the inhabitants of thefe countries. 

Provifions are fcarce at Porto Bello, and confequently dear, particularly during the 
time of the galleons and the fair, when there is a neceflity for a fupply from Cartha- 
gena and Panama. From the former are brought maize, rice, cafava, hogs, poultry, 
and roots ; and from the latter, cattle. The only thing in plenty here is fiffi, of which 
there is great variety, and very good. It alfo abounds in fugar-canes, fo that the 
chacaras, or farm-houfes, if they may be fo called, are built of them. They have alfo 
ingenios * for making fugar and molafles, and, from the latter, brandy. 

Freffi water pours down in ftreams from the mountains, fome running without the 
town, and others croffing it. Thefe waters are very light and digeftive, and, in thofe 
who are ufed to them, good to create an appetite ; qualities, which in other coun- 
would be very valuable, are here pernicious. This country feems fo curfed by nature, 
tries that what is in itfelf good, becomes here deftrudlive. For, doubtlefs, this 
water is too fine and adlive for the ftomachs of the inhabitants ; and thus produces 
dyfenteries, the laft ‘ftage of all other diftempers, and which the patient very feldom 
furvives. Thefe rivulets, in their defeent from the mountains, form little refervoirs, or 
ponds, whofe coolnefs is increafed by the fhade of the trees, and in thefe all the inha- 

* Ingenio fignifics the mill, ftill, and apparatus, for making fugar, rum, &c. A. 
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bitants of 'the town bathe themfelves conftantly r tvcry day at eleven in the morning j and 
the Europeans fail not to follow an example fo pleafant and conducive to health. 

As thefe forefts almoft border on the houfes of the town, the tigers often make 
incurlions into the’ftreets during the night, carrying off fowls, dogs, and other domeftic 
creatures ; and fometimes even boys have fallen a prey to them ; and it is certain, that 
ravenous hearts, which provide themfelves with food in this manner, are afterwards 
known to defpife what the forerts afford ; and that, after tafting human flelh, they flight 
that of hearts *. Befides the fnares ufually laid for them, the Negroes and Mulattos, 
who fell w ood in the forerts of the mountains, are very dexterous in encountering the 
tigers ; and fome, even on account of the {lender reward, feek them in their retreats. 
The arms in this combat, feemingly fo dangerous, are only a lance, of two or three yards 
in length, made of a very ftrong wood, with the point of the fame hardened in the fire ; 
and a kind of cimcter, about three quarters of a yard in length. Thus armed, they 
ftay till the creature makes an aifault on the left arm, which holds the lance, and is 
wrapped up in a rtiort cloak of baize. Sometimes the tiger, aware of the danger, feems 
to decline the combat ; but his nntagonift provokes him with a flight touch of the lance, 
in order, while he is defending himfelf, to ftrike a fure blow ; for, as foon as the crea- 
ture feels the lance, he grafps it with one of his paws, and with the other ftrikes at the 
arm which holds it. Then it is that the perfon nimbly aims a blow with his cimeter, 
which he kept concealed with the other hand, and hamftrings the creature, which 
immediately draws back enraged, but returns to the charge ; when, receiving another 
filch ftroke, he is totally deprived of his molt dangerous weapons, and rendered inca- 
pable of moving. After which the perfon kills him at leifure, and ftripping off the 
fkin, cutting off the head, and the fore and hind feet, returns to the town, difplaying 
thefe as the trophies of his viflory. 

Among the great variety of animals in this country, one of the mod remarkable is 
the Perico ligero, or nimble Peter, an ironical name given it on account of its extreme 
fluggiflmefs and floth. It refemhles a middling monkey, but of a wretched appearan^p 
its (kin being of a greyiffi brown, all over corrugated, and the legs and feet without 
hair. He is fo lumpiih, as not to Hand in need of either chain or hutch, for he never 
ftirs till compelled by hunger. When he moves, every effort is attended with fuch a 
plaintive, and a* the fame time fo difagreeable a cry, as at once produces pity and dil- 
guft; and this even on the- flighteft motion of the head, legs, or feet ; proceeding pro- 
bably from a general contraction of the mnfcles and nerves of his body, which puts him 
to extreme pain, when he endeavours to move them. In this difagreeable cry confifts 
his whole defence ; for, it being natural to him to fly at the firfl hortile approach of any 
heart, he makes at every motion fuch howlings as are even infupportablc to iiis purfuer, 
who foon quits him, and even flies beyond the hearing of his no, rid noife. Nor is it 
only during the time he is in motion that he utters thefe cries ; he repeats them while 
he refts himfelf, continuing a long time moticnlefs before he takes another march. 
The food of this creature is generally wild fruits ; when he can find none on the ground, 
he looks out for a tree well loaded, which, with a great dqal of pains, he climbs ; and, 
to fave himfelf fuch another toilfome afeent, plucks off ail the fruit, throwing them on 
the ground; and to avoid the pain of defeending, formsffiimfelf into- ' ball, and drops from 

* This is an error. Brails of prey in America are not fo fierce as in Africa and Afia ; they never 
attack the human fpccics, but when forced by hunger, or provoked. It is affirmed by the natives, that 
if an European, with his Negro and dog, were to meet with two hungry beads of prey, whether tigers 
or ounces, they would feize the dog and Negro, and Wave the European. But the truth I never knew 
experienced. A. 
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the branches. . At the foot of this tree he continues till all the fruits are confumed, 
never dirring till hunger forces him to feek again for food. 

Serpents are here as numerous and deadly as at Carthagena ; and toads * innumer- 
able, fwarming not only in the damp and marfhy places, as in other countries, but even 
in the ftreets, courts of great houfes, and all open places in general. The great num- 
bers of them, and their appearance after the lead: Ihower, have induced fome to ima- 
gine, that every drop of water becomes a toad ; and though they allege, as a proof, the 
extraordinary increai’c of them on the fmalleft Ihower, their opinion does not feem to 
me to be well founded. It is evident, that thefc reptiles abound both in the forefts and 
neighbouring rivers, and even in the town itfelf ; and produce a prodigious quantity of 
animalcula, from whencef according to the bed naturalids, thefe reptiles are formed. 
Thefe animacula either rife in the vapours, which form the rain, and falling together 
with it on the ground, which is extremely heated by the rays of the fun, or being already 
depofited in it by the toads, grow, and become animated, in no lefs numbers than w'ere 
formerly feen in Europe. But fome of them which appear after rains being fo large as 
to meafure fix inches in length, they cannot be imagined the effect of an indantaneous 
production ; I am therefore inclined to think, from my own obfervations, that this 
part of the country being remarkably inoid, is very well adapted to nourifh the breed 
of thofe creatures, which love watery places ; and therefore avoid thofe parts of the 
ground expoled to the rays of the fun, feeking others where the earth is foft, and there 
form themfelver cavities in the ground, to enjoy the moidure ; and as the furface over 
them is generally dry, the toads are not perceived ; but no fooner does it begin to 
rain, than* they leave their retreats to comeat the water, which is their fupreme de- 
light ; and thus fill the dreets and open places. Hence the vulgar opinion had its 
rife, that the drops of rain were transformed into toads. When it has rained in the 
night, the dreets and fquares in the morning feem paved with thefe reptiles; fe that 
you cannot dep without treading on them, which fometimes is productive of t'ouble- 
w* bites: for, befides their poifon, they are large enough for their teeth .0 be fe- 
verely felt. Some we have already obferved to be fix inches long, and tKs is their 
general meafure; and there are fuch numbers of them, that nothing can he imagined 
more difmal than their croakings, during t!,c nignt, in aJl parts of the town, woods, 
and caverns of the mountains. - . 


CHAP. VI. — Cf the Trade of Porto Bello. 

THE town of Porto Bello, fo thinly inhabited, by reafon of its noxious air, the 
fcarcity of provifions, and the barrennel s of its foil, becomes, at the time of the gal- 
leons, one of the mod populous places in all South America. Its fituation on the idh- 
mus, betwixt the South and North Sea. the ai oodnefs of its harbour, and its fmall dis- 
tance from Panama, have given if die prefertPpet/or the rendezvous of the joint com- 
merce of Spain and Peru, at its fair. 1 

On advice being received at Carthagena, that the Peru fleet had unloaded at Panama, 
the galleons make tfje bed of their way to Porto Bello, in order to avoid the didempers 
which have their fource from idlenefs. The coycourfe of people on this occafion is fuch 
as to raile the rent of lodging to an exceflive degree ; a middlmg chamber, with aclofet, 

" 0 ' 

* Called by the natives ferpos : they appear every dewy evening in as great numbers as after a Ihower. 
I never heard ot the opinion the author fpeaks of. A. 
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lets, during the fair, for a thoufand crowns, %nd fome large houfes for four, five, or 
fix thoufand. 

The fhips are no fooner moored in the harbour, than the firft work is to ereft in the 
fquare a tent made of the Ihip’s fails, for receiving its cargo, at which the proprietors of 
the goods are prefent, in order to find their bales by the marks which diftinguifh them. 
Yhefe bales are drawn on fledges to their refpe&ive places by the crew of every fliip, and 
the money given them is proportionally divided. 

Whilft the feamen and European traders are thus employed, the land is covered with 
droves of mules from Panama, each drove confifting of above an hundred, loaded with 
cherts of golf and filvcr, on account of the merchants of Peru. Some unload them at 
the exchange, others in the middle of the fquare ; yet, amidft the hurry and confufion of 
fuch crowds, no theft, lofs, or difturbance is ever known. He who has feen this place 
during the tiempo muerto, or dead time, folitary, poor, and a perpetual filence reigning 
every where ; the harbour quite empty, and every place wearing a melancholy afpe£t, 
muft be filled with aftonifhment at the fudden change ; to fee the buflling multitudes, 
every houfe crowded, the fquare and ftreets encumbered with bales and cherts of gold 
and lilver of all kinds ; the harbour full of fliips and veffels, fome bringing by the way 
of Rio de Chape the goods of Peru, as cacao, quinquina, or Jefuits’ bark. Vicuna wool 
and bezoar ftones ; others coming from Carthagena loaded with provifions ; and thus 
a fpot at all other times detefted for its deleterious qualities, becomes the ftaple of the 
riches of the old and new world, and the fcene of one of the moft confiderable branches 
of commerce in the whole earth. 

The (hips being unloaded, and the merchants of Peru, together with the prefident 
of Panama, arrived, the fair comes under deliberation. And for this purpofe the de- 
puties of the feveral parties repair on board the comn\odore of the galleons, where, in. 
prefence of the commodore, and the prefident of Panama, the former as patron of the 
Europeans, and the latter, of the Peruvians, the prices of the feveral kinds of mer- 
chandifes are fettled ; and all preliminaries bei ■* adjufted in three or four meethj£s, 
the contra&s are figned, and made public, tljj£ every one may conform himfelf to 
them in the fale of his effects. Thus all fraud is precluded. The pprchafes and fales, 
as likewife the exchanges of money, are tranfa&ed by brokers, both from Spain and 
Peru. After fins, every one begins to difpofe of his goods ; the Spanifh brokers em- 
barking their cherts of money, and thofe of Peru fending away the goods they have 
purchafed, in veffels called chatas and bongos, up the river Chagre. And thus the 
fair of Porto Bello ends. 

Formerly this fair was limited to no particular time ; but as a long ftay, in fuch a 
fickly place, extremely affedted the health of the traders, His Catholic Majefty tranf- 
mitted an order, that the fair fhould not laft above forty days, reckoning from that in 
which the (hips came to an anchor in the harbour ; and that, if in this fpace of time the 
merchants could not agree in their rates, thof<? qfSpain fhould be allowed to carry their 
goods Up the country to Peru ; and accordingly'*!’/** commodore of the galleons has 
orders to re-embark them, and return to CarthageiiV; but otherwife, by virtue of a 
compact between the merchants of both kingdoms, and ratified by the king, no Spa- 
nifh trader is to fend his goods, on his own account, beyond Porto Bello ; and on the 
contrary, thofe of Peru cannot fend remittances to Spain, for purchafing goods there. 

Whilft the Englifh were permitted t;o fend an annual (hip, called Navio de Permiffo, 
fhe ufed to bring to the fair a large* cargo on her own account, never failing firft to 
touch at Jamaica, fo that her loading alone was more than half of all thofe brought 
by the galleons ; for befiues that her burthen fo far exceeded five hundred Spamlh 
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tons, that it was even more than nine hlftdred, Ihe had no provifions, water, or Other 
things, which fill a great part of the hold ; ihe indeed took them in at Jamaica, from 
whence ihe was attended by five or fix fmaller veffels, loaded with goods, which, 
when arrived near Porto Bello, were put on board her, and the provifions removed 
into the tenders ; by which artifice the fingle ihip was made to carry more than five or 
fix of the largeft galleons. This nation having a free trade, and felling cheaper thaft 
the Spaniards, that indulgence was of infinite detriment to the commerce of Spain. 

In the dead time, all the trade ftirring here, confifts in provifions from Carthagena, 
and cacao and quinquina, down the river Chagre j the former is carried in final! vef- 
fels to Vera Cruz, and the quinquina either deposited in warehoufes, or put on board 
fhips, which with permiifion, come from Spain to Nicaragua and Honduras ; thefe 
{hips alfo take in cacao. Some finall veffels likewife come from the iflands of Cuba, 
La Trinidad, and St. Domingo, with cacao and rum. 

Whilft the affiento of negroes fubfifted either with the French or Englilh, one of 
their principal factories was fettled here, and was of confiderable advantage to its com- 
merce, as being the channel by which not only Panama was fupplied with negroes, 
but from whence they were fent all over the kingdom of Peru ; on which account the 
agents of the affiento were allowed to bring with them fuch a quantity of provifions as 
was thought neceffary, both for their own ufe, and their Haves of both fexes. 


book nr. 

VOYAGE FROM PORTO BELLO TO PANAMA. 

CHAP. I. — Voyage up the Chagre , and Journey from Cruces to Panama by Land. 

AS it had always been our fixed defign to ftay no longer than abfolutely neceffary 
in any place, till we had anfwered the great end of our commiffion, our ardour 
to enter upon it, together with a defirc of quitting this dangerous climate, induced us 
to make the utmoft difpatth. In order to this, w r e fent advice from Porto Bello to 
Don Dionyfio Martinez de la Vega, prefident of Panama, of our arrival, the motives 
of our voyage, and other circumftances, together with His Majefty’s orders relating 
to the affiftance to be given us by all his officers ; adding our requefts, that he would 
be pleafed to fend one or two of tfiofe veffels ufed on the Chagre, to bring us to Pana- 
ma, it being impracticable for us to travel thither by land, as fome of the inftruments 
were too large for the narrow craggy ^ads in many parts, and others of a nature not 
to be carried on mules. This g^ytieman, who has always fhewn a remarkable zeal 
for every thing dignified with ytiC Majefty’s name, was not in the leail wanting on this 
occafion •, and his polite .sepiy, which fully anfwered our “moll fanguine hopes, ' was 
followed by two veffel^y Oifpatched to Porto Bello. Immediately on their arrival, we 
put on board the inftruments and baggage, belonging both to the French gentlemen, 
and ourfelves; and on the 2 2d of December 1735, departed from Porto Bello. 

The land wind being contrary to us, we rowpd out of Pdrto Bello harbour j but 
the brifas fetting in at nine in the morning, both veffels got under fail and a freftr 
gale brought us, at four in the evening of the fame day, to the moyth of the river 
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Chagre, where we landed at the cuftom-houfe ; and the next day we began to row 
up the river. 

On the 24th, we endeavoured to proceed in the fame manner, but the force of our 
oars being too weak to item the current, we were obliged to fet the veffels along with 
poles. At a quarter after one in the afternoon, we meafured the velocity of the cur- 
rent, and found it ten toifes and one foot in' forty feconds and an half. In this flow 
toilfome manner we proceeded till the 27th at eleven in the morning, when we arrived 
at Cruces, the landing place, about five leagues from Panama. As we advanced up 
the river we found a great increafe in the velocity of the current, which on the 25th 
was ten toifes in twenty-fix fcconds and a half : on the 26th, at the place where we 
anchored for that night, ten toifes in fourteen feconds and a half ; and on the 27th, 
at the town of Cruces, the fame fpace in fixteen feconds. Confequently the greateft 
velocity of the water is two hundred and eighty-three toifes, or about a league, in 
an hour. 

This river, which was formerly called Lagartos, from the number of alligators in 
it, though now better known by that of Chagre, has its fource in the mountains near 
Cruces. Its mouth, which is in the North Sea, in 9 0 1 8' 40" north latitude, and 
295 1 6' longitude, from the meridian of Teneriffe, was difeovered by Lopez de Olano. 
Diego de Alvites difeovered that part of it where Cruces is fituated ; but the firft 
Spaniard who failed down it, to reconnoitre it to its mouth, was Captain Hernando de 
la Serna, in the year 1527. Its entrance is defended by a fort, fituated on a fteep 
rock on the eaft fide near the fea fliore. This fort is called San Lorenzo de Chagres, 
has a commandant and a lieutenant, both appointed by His Majefty, and the garrifon 
is draughted from Panama. 

About eight toifes from the above fort, is a town of the fame name. The houfes 
are principally of reeds, and the inhabitants negroes, mulattos, and meftizos. They 
are a brave and active people, and on occafion, take up arms to the number of triple 
the ufual garrifon of the fort. ^ 

Oppofite, on a low and level ground, (lands the royal cuftom-houfe, where an 
account is taken of all goods going up the Chagre. Here the breadth of the river is 
about one hundred and twenty toifes, but grows narrower gradually as you approach its 
fource. At Cruces, the place where it begins to be navigable, it is only twenty toifes 
broad *, the neareft diftancc between this town and the mouth is twenty-one miles, and 
the bearing north-weft y° 24' wefterly ; but the diftance meafured along the feveral 
windings of the river, is no lefs than forty-three miles. 

It breeds a great number of caymanes or alligators ; creatures often feen on its 
banks, which are impafiable, both on account of the elofenefs of the trees, and the 
bullies which cover the ground, as it were with thorns. Some of thefe trees, efpecially 
the cedar, are ufed in making the canoes or banjas employed on the river. Many of 
them being undermined by the water, are thrown down by the fwellings of the river ; 
but the prodigious magnitude of the trunk, ^mWheir large and extenfive branches, 
hinder them from being carried away by the curreft^v/o that they remain near their 
original fituation, to the great inconvenience and even t^ger of the veffels } for the 
greater part of them being under water, a vefi’el by ftriking vddenly on them is fre- 
quently overfet. Another obftrutlion to the navigation of this \ver is the races, or 
fwifit currents over the (hallows, where thofe veffels, though built for that purpofe, 
cannot proceed for want of a»fufficient quantity of water} fo that they are obliged to 
be lightened, till they have paffed the ‘(hallow. 
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The barks employed on this river ate of two kinds, the chatas and bongos, called 
in Peru, bonques. The fir ft are compofed of feveral pieces of timber, like barks, 
and of great breadth, that they may draw but litte water ; they carry fix or feven hun- 
dred quintals. The bongos are formed out of one piece of wood ; and it is furprifing 
to think there Ihould be trees of fuch a prodigious bulk, fome being eleven Paris feet 
broad, and carrying conveniently four or five hundred quintals. Both forts have a 
cabin at the ftern, for the conveniency of the paffengers, a kind of awning fuppojrted 
with a wooden ftancheon reaching to the head, and a partition in the middle, which 
is alfo continued the whole length of the veffel ; and over the whole, when the veffel 
is loaded, are laid hides, that the goods may not be damaged by the violence of the 
rains, which are very frequent here. Each of thefe require, befides the pilot, at leaft 
eighteen or twenty robuft negroes ; for without fuch a number, they would not be 
able, in going up, to make any way againft the current. 

All the forefis and woods near this river are full of wild beafts, efpecially different 
kinds of monkeys. They are of various colours, as black, brown, reddifh, and 
ftriated ; there is alfo the fame diverfity in their fize; l’ome being a yard long, others 
about half a yard, and others fcarce one third. The flefh of all thefe different kinds 
is highly valued by the negroes, efpecially that of the red ; but however delicate the 
meat may be, the fight of them is I think, enough to make the appetite abhor them ; 
for when dead, they are fcalded in order to take off the hair, whence the fkin is con- 
t rafted by the heat, and when thoroughly cleaned, looks perfeftly white, and very greatly 
refembles a child of about two or three years of age, when crying. This refemblance 
is Clocking to humanity, yet the fcarcity of other food in many parts of America renders 
the flelh of thefe creatures valuable ; and not only the negroes, but the Creoles and 
Europeans themfelves, make no fcruple of eating it. 

Nothing in my opinion, can excel the profpefts which the rivers of this country ex- 
hibit. The mod fertile imagination of a painter can never equal the magnificence of 
the rural landfcapeS here drawn by the pencil of Nature. The groves which (hade the 
plains, and extend their branches to the river ; the various dimenfions of the trees 
which cover the eminences ; the texture of their leaves ; the figure of their fruits, and 
the various colours they exhibit, form a mod delightful feene, which is greatly height- 
ened by the infinite varitety of creatures with which it is diverfified. t The different 
fpecies of monkeys, (kipping in troops from tree to tree, hanging from the branches, 
and in other places fix, eight, or more of them linked together, in order to pafs a 
river, and the dams with their young on their fhoulders, throwing themfelves into odd 
poftures, making a thoufand grimaces, will perhaps appear fiftitious to thofe who have 
not actually feen it. But if the birds are confidered, our reafon for admiration will be 
greatly augmented : for, befide thofe already mentioned (Book I. chap, vii.), and 
which, from their abundance, fedm to have had their origin on the banks of this river, 
here are a great variety of others, alfo eatable, as the wild and royal peacock, the 
turtle-dove, and the heron. Of dja iatter there are four or five fpecies; fome entirely 
white, others of the fame coloi**, except the neck and fome parts of the body, which 
ate red ; others black, onlj^iJie neck, tips of the wings and the belly white ; and fome, 
with other mixture of^pSlours ; and'all differing in fize. The fpecies firft mentioned 
are the leaft ; the white mixed with black the r largeft and moft palatable. The flefh 
of peacocks, pheafants, and other kinds, is, very delicate *. The trees along the banks 

• The fifty tafte, which moft of the fowl* is this country haw, ii an exception to their delicacy as 

food. A, 



. ITLLOA's VOYAGE TO SofiTH AMERICA. 37J 

of this river are furprifingly loaded with fruit *, but the pine-apples, for beauty, fuse, 
flavour, and fragrancy, excel thofc of all other countries', and are highly efteemed in 
all patts of America. ' 

On our arrival at Cruces, we went on fhore, and were entertained by the alcalde of 
the town, whofe houfe was that of the cuftoms, where an account is taken of all goods 
brought up the river. Having, with all poflible difpatch, got every thing ready for 
our journey to Panama, on the 29th, at half an hour after eleven in the morning, we 
fet out, and reached that city by three quarters after fix in the evening. We made 
it our firft bufinefs to wait on the prcfident, a mark of refpe£t due, not only to his 
dignity, but alfo for the many civilities he had flicwn us. This worthy gentleman re- 
ceived us all, and particularly the foreigners, in the moft cordial and endearing man- 
ner. He alfo recommended to all the King’s officers, and other perfons of diftinftion 
in the city, not to be wanting in any good office, or mark of efteem : a behaviour 
which fhewed at once the weight of the royal orders, and his zeal to execute his Sove- 
reign’s pleafure. 

Some indifpenfable preparations which were to be made for the profecution of our 
journey, detained us longer at Panama than we expe&ed. We however employed 
our titne to the belt advantage, making feveral obfervations, particularly on the latitude 
and the pendulum ; but the proximity of Jupiter at that time to the fun hindered us 
from fettling the longitude. I alfo employed mvfelf in taking a plan of the place, 
with all its fortifications,’ and adjacent coaft. At length, all things being in readinefs, 
we embarked without any farther lofs of time. 


CHAP. II. — - Dcfcription of the City of Panavia. 

PANAMA is built on an ifthmus of the fame name, the coafl of which is wafted by 
the South Sea. From the obfervations we made here, we found the latitude of this city 
to be 8° 57' 48 % north. With regard to its longitude, there are various opinions; 
none of the aflronotners having been able, from obfervations made on the fpot, to afeer- 
tain it, fo that it is ftill doubtful whether it lies on the eaft or weft fide of the meridian 
of Porto Bello, The French geographers will have it to lie on the eaft fide, and ac- 
cordingly have placed it fo in their maps ; but, in thofe of the Spaniards, it is on the 
weft : and I conceive the latter, from their frequent joumies from one place to the other, 
may be concluded to have a more intimate knowledge of their refpedlive fituations ; 
whereas the former, being ftrangers, in a great meafure, to thofe places, have not the 
opportunity of making fo frequent obfervations. I allow indeed that, among the Spa- 
niards who make this little journey, the number is very fmall of thofe who have either 
capacity or inclination for forming a well-grounded judgment o. the road they travel } 
but there have been alfo many expert pilots, and other perfons of curiofity, who have 
employed their attention on it, and from theft report the fituation of the city has been 
determined. This opinion is in fome meafure confined by our courle, the direction 
of which on the river, from its mouth to the town of CrtS^s, was eaft 6° 1 5' foutherly, 
and the diftance being twenty-one miles, the difference bdtCTeen the two meridians is 
twenty minutes, the diftance Chagre is fxtuated to the weft of Vinces. We muft alfo 
confider the diftance between Porto 9 eflo and Chagre. During the firft two hours and 
a half we failed a league and a half an hour, when, the land-breeze fpringing up, we 
foiled two leagues an "hour for feven hours, which in all makes eighteen leagues ; and 
t h 5 e whole courfe having been very nearly weft, the difference of longitude muft have 
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been forty-four miles, or forty-one, allowing for what might have been wanting of a 
due well courfe ; and from this again fubtraaing the twenty minutes which Cruces lies 
to the eall of Chagre, the refult is, that Cruces is fituated twenty-one minutes to the 
weftward of Porto Bello. To this lalt refult mull be added the diftance of meridians 
between Cruces and Panama, the bearing of which is near fouth-weft and north-eaft ; 
and reckoning that we travelled, on account of the roughnefs and cragginefs of the road, 
only three quarters of a league an hour, during the feven hours, the whole is fourteen 
miles, and the difference of meridians ten minutes and a half. Confequently Panama is 
fituated about thirty minutes weft of Porto Bello ; and the Spanilh artifts are nearer the 
truth than the French. 

The firft difcovery of Panama the Spaniards owe to Tello de Guzman, who landed 
here in 1515; but found only fome filhermen’s huts, this being a very proper place 
for their bufinefs, and from thence the Indians call it Panama, which fignifies a place 
abounding in filh. Before this, namely, :n the year 1513, Bafco Nunez de Balboa dif- 
covered the South Sea, and took legal pofl'effion of it in the names of the Kings 
of Caftile. The difcovery of Panama was, in the year 1518, followed by the fet- 
tlement of a colony there, under Pedrarias Davila, governor of Caftilla del Oro, 
the name by which this Terra Firma was then called; and in 1521, His Catholic 
Majefty, the Emperor Charles V., conftituted it a city, with the proper privileges. 

It was this city’s misfortune, in the year 1670, to be fackeft and burnt by John 
Morgan, an Englilh adventurer. He had before taken Porto Bello and Maracaybo ; 
and, retiring to the iflands, he every where publilhed his defign of going to Panama ; 
upon which many of the pirates, who then infefted thofe feas, joined him. He firft 
failed for Chagre, where he landed fome of his men, and, at the fame time, battered 
the caftle with his Ihips ; but his fuccefs was owing to a very extraordinary accident. 
His ftrength was confiderably diminilhed by the great numbers killed and wounded by 
the fort, and he began to think it advifable to retreat ; when an arrow, Ihot from the 
bow of an Indian, lodged in the eye of one of Morgan’s companions. The perfon 
wounded, rendered defperate by the pain, with a remarkable firmnefs and prefence of 
mind, drew the arrow from the wound, and, wrapping one of its ends in cotton, or 
tow, put it into his mulket, which was ready loaded, and difcharged it into the fort, 
where the roofs of the houfes were of ftraw, and the fides of wood, according to the 
cuftom of that country. / The arrow fell on one of the roofs, and immediately fet it 
on fire, which was not at firft obferved by the befieged, who were bufy in defending 
the place ; but the fmoke and flames foon informed them of the total deftruttion of 
the fort, and of the magazine of powder, which the flames mull foon reach. This 
unexpected accident filled them with terror and confufion ; the courage of the foldiers 
degenerated into tumult and difobedience ; and, every one being eager to fave himfelf, 
the works were foon abandoned, in order to efcape the double danger of being either 
burnt or blown up. The commandant, however, determined to do all in his power, 
ftill defended the fort, with fixteempr^enty foldiers, being all that were left him, till, 
covered with wounds, he fell a^fctim to his loyalty. The pirates,’ encouraged by this 
accident, pufhed their atta/^Vith the utmoft vigour ; and the few people were obliged 
to furrender the place, xiuch the violence of the flames foon laid in afhes. Having 
furmounted this difficulty, the greater part of them proceeded up the river in boats 
and launches, leaving the Ihips at anchor, for thaplefence of their new conqueft. The 
detachment having landed at Cruces, marched towards Panama, and, on the Sabana, 
a fpacious plain before the city, they had feveraf flcirmifhes, in which Morgan always 
gained the advantage ; fo that he made himfelf mafter of the city, but found it almdft 
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forfaken ; the inhabitants, on feeing their men defeated, having retired into the woods. 
He not? plundered it at his leifure ; and, after ftaying feme days, agreed, for a large 
ranfom, to evacuate it without damaging the buildings ; but, after the payment of the 
money, the city was fet on fire, by accident, as they gave out, and as the hiftory of 
his adventures relates ; but it is much more probable that it was done by defign. To 
pretend it wafc owing to accident, feemed to them the belt palliative for their violating 
the treaty^ 

This misfortune rendering it abfolutely neceffary to rebuild the city, it was removed 
to its prefent fituation, which is about a league and a half from the former, and much 
more convenient. It has a wall of free-done, and is defended by a large garrifon of 
regulars ; whence detachments are fent to do duty at Darien, Porto Bello, and Chagre. 
Near the city, on the north-wed, is a mountain called Ancon, whofe perpendicular 
height, by a geometrical menfuration, we found to be one hundred and one toifes. 

The houfes, in general, when we vifited this city, were of wood, having but one 
dory, and a tiled roof, but large ; and from their difpofition, and the fymmetry of their 
windows, made a handfome appearance. A few were of done. Without the walls is 
an open fuburb, larger than the city itfelf, and the houfes of the fame materials and 
condruction as thofe within, except fuch as border on the country, mod of which are 
thatched with draw ; and among them fome bujios, or huts. The dreets, both of the 
city and fuburb, are draight, broad, and, for the mod part, paved. 

Though the greater part of the houfes were formerly of wood, fires were rarely 
known at Panama, the nature of the timber being fuch, that if any fire is laid on 
the floor, or placed againd a wall, it is produ&ive of no other confequence than 
that of making a hole, without kindling into a flame ; and the fire itfelf extinguifli- 
ed by the allies. But, notwithdanding this excellent quality in the wood, in the year 
1 737, the city was almod entirely confumed, the goodnefs of the timber being 
unable to fecure it from the ravages of the flames j indeed, by the concurrence of 
another caufe, the timber was then rendered more combudible. The fire began 
in a cellar, where, among other goods, there were great quantities of pitch, tar, 
naphtha, and brandy ; thefe inflammable fubdances rendered this Angular kind of 
wood a more eafy prey to the devouring flames. In this conflagration the fuburb owed 
its fafety to its diitance from the city, which is one thoufand two hundred toifes. 
Since this misfortune, it has been again rebuilt ; and the greater part of the houfes are 
now of done, all forts of materials for buildings of this kind being here in the greated 
plenty. 

In this city is a tribunal or royal audience, in which the governor of Panama prefides ; 
and to this employment is annexed the captainlhip general of Terra Firma," which is 
generally conferred on an officer of didin&ion, though his common title is that of pre- 
sident of Panama. It has alfo a cathedral, and a chapter confiding of the bilhop, and 
a number of prebendaries; an aujutamiento, 5r corporation, compofed of alcaldes and 
regidores ; three officers of revenue, under ari^ccferngtant, treafurer, and agent ; and a 
court of inquifition appointed by the tribunal of inquifh*^n at Carthagena. The cathe- 
dral, and alfo the convents, are of done ; indeed, before tfe» conflagration, feveral of the 
latter were of wood ; but that terrible misfortune ffiewed tners^the neceffity of ufmg 
more folid materials. The convents are. thofe. of the Dominicans, hrancifcans, Augufi 
tines, and Fathers of Mercy ; a college of Jefuks, a nunnery of the order of St. Clara, 
and an hofpital of St. Juan de Dios. The fiender revenues will not admit of their being 
very numerous ; and accordingly the ornaments of the churches are neither remarkably 
rich, nor contemptible. 

The 
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The decorations of private hoafes are elegant, but not coftly ; and though there arfe 
here no perfons of fuch monftrous fortunes as in fome cities of America, it is not defti- 
tute of wealthy inhabitants, and all have a fufficiency ; fo that, if it cannot be claifed 
among opulent cities, it is certainly above poverty. 

The harbour of this city is formed in its road, by the fhelter of feveral iflands, parti- 
cularly Ifla de Naos, de Perico, and Flamencos : the anchoring-place is before the 
fecond, and thence called Perico. The fhips here lie very fafe ; and their diftance from 
the city is about two and a half, or three leagues. 

The tides are regular ; and, according to an obfervation we made on the day of the 
conjun&ion, it was high-water at three in the evening. The water rifes and falls con- 
fiderably ; fo that the fhore, lying on a gentle dope, is, at low water, left dry to a great 
diftance. And here we may obferve the great difference of the tides in the North and 
South Seas, being direftly oppofite : what in the ports on the North Sea is accounted irre- 
gular, is regular in the South ; and when in the former it -ceafes to increafe or decreafe, 
in the latter it both rifes and falls, extending over the flats, and widening the channels, 
as the proper eff'eft of the flux and reflux. This particular is fo general, as to be 
obferved in all the ports of the South Sea ; for even at Manta, which is almoft under 
the equinoctial, the fea regularly ebbs and flows nearly fix hours ; and the effects of 
thefe two motions are fufficiently vifible along the (heftes. The fame happens in the 
river of Guayaquil, where the quantity of its waters does not interrupt the regular fuc- 
ceflion of the tides. The like phenomena are feen at Paita, Guanchaco, Callao, and 
the other harbours ; with this difference, that the water rifes and falls more in fome 
places than in others; fo that we cannot here verify the well-grounded opinion enter- 
tained by failors, namely, that between the tropics the tides are irregular, both in the 
difproportion of the time of flood to that of the ebb, and alfo in the quantity of water 
rifing or falling by each of thefe motions ; the contrary happening here. This pheno- 
menon is not eafily accounted for ; all that can be faid is, that the ifthmus, or narrow 
neck of land, feparating the two feas, confines their waters, whereby each is fubject to 
different laws. 

The variation of the magnetic needle, in this road, is y° 39' eafterly. Both the road 
and whole coaft abound in a great variety of excellent filh, among which are two kinds 
of oyfters, one finaller than the other ; but the fmalleft are much the heft. 

At the bottom of the fea are a great number of pearls ; and the oyfters, in which they 
are found, are remarkably delicious. This filhery is of great advantage to the inhabit- 
ants of all the iflands in this bay. 

The harbour of Perico is the rendezvous of the Peru fleet, during the time of the fair ; 
and is never without barks loaded with provifions from the ports of Peru, and a great 
number of coafting veffels going from thence to Choco, and parts on the weftern coaft 
of that kingdom. 

The winds are the fame as along thgwhole coaft ; the tides or currents arc ftronger 
near the iflands than at a diftanc^Somthem ; but no general rule can be given as to 
their courfe, that depending qptne place where the fhip is, with regard to the channels 
which they form. They.^io vary in the fame place according to the winds. Let it 
therefore fuffice that wc have (hewn there are tides on this coaft, that, on any occafion, 
this notice may be applied to ufe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. — Of the Climate and Inhabitants of Panama . 

MANY countries of America have fuch a refemblance, in refpeft to the inhabitants 
and cuftoms, that they appear the fame. This is equally obfervable in the climate, 
when no difference is occasioned by the accidental difpofition of the ground, or quality 
of the foil. But, this fubjeft having been already fufficiently handled, a rational 
curiofity will require us only to mention thofe particulars in which they differ. Thus, 
after faying that the inhabitants of this city refemble thofe of Carthagena with regard 
to their conflitution, I muff add, that there is fome difference in their dffpofftion, thofe 
of Panama being more parfimonious, more defigning and infidious, and flopping at 
nothing when profit is in view, the pole-ftar both of Europeans and Creoles j and it is 
difficult to determine which fet the firft example. The fame felfifhnefs and parfimony 
reigns equally among the women, fome Spanifh ladies excepted, who have accompanied 
their hufbands, appointed auditors, or to fome other employments ; thefe ftill retaining 
the qualities they imbibed from education. 

The women of Panama begin to imitate the drefs of thofe of Peru, which, when they 
go abroad, confifls only of a gown and petticoat, nearly refembling thofe worn in Spain $ 
but at home, on vifits, and fome particular ceremonies, their fhift is their only clothing 
from the waift upwards. The fleeves are very long and broad, and quite open in the 
lower part or near the hand ; and thefe, like the bofom, are decorated with very fine 
lace, the chief pride of the ladies of Panama. They wear girdles, and five or fix chap- 
lets or rows of beads about their necks, fome fet in gold, fome of coral mixed with fmall 
pieces of gold, and others lefs coflly ; but all of different fizes, in order to make the 
greater fhow ; and befides thefe, one, two, or more gold chains, having fome relics 
dependent from them. Round their arms they wear bracelets of gold and tombac ; 
alfo firings of pearls, corals, and bugles. Their petticoat reaches only from their waift 
to the calf of th&ir legs ; and from thence to a little above their ancle, hangs, from their 
under petticoat, a broad lace. The Meftiza, or Negro women, or the coloured women 
as they are called here, are diftinguifhcd in their drefs from thofe' of Spain, only by the 
gown and petticoat ; the particular privilege of the latter, and which alfo gives t]jetn the 
title of Signora ; though many of them have little to boaft of, either with regard to rank 
or wealth *. 

If I omitted in Carthagena the following obfervation, it was in order to referve it for 
this place ; namely, that in Carthagena, Porto Bello, and Panama, the inhabitants have 
a very Angular pronunciation ; and as fome nations have a haughty accent, fotne a 
politenefs in their manner of expreffion, and others fpeak in a very quick manner ; fo 
here their pronunciation has a faintnefs and languor, which Ir v«ry difagreeable, till we 
are reconciled to it by cuftom. And what is ftill more particular, each of thefe three 
cities has a different accent in this languor ; befides particular fyllables peculiar to each, 
and no lefs different than they are trom -fhe ’ miijxncr of fpeaking ufed in Spain. This 
may, in fome meafure, flow from an >lj#labit of bc-uV, weakened by the exceffive heat of 
the climate ; but I believe it is principally owir^g to cuff 71. 

The only difference between the climate of Cartha^jitV .and this is, that fummer 
begins later, and ends fooner, as, the longer the brifas delay 'heir return, the fooner 
they are over. From many thermometrical obfervations made on feveral days without 
any fenfible difference betwixt them at the fame hours, on the 5th and 6th of January 

* Thefe cuftoms are general throughout all the northern parts of South America. A. 
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1736, at fix in the morning, they found the liquor at 1020J, at noon 1023!, and at 
three in the afternoon at 1025. But, at the fame time, it mull be obferved, that the 
brifas now began to blow, and, confequently it was not the time of the greateft heats ; 
thefe prevailing in the months of Auguft, September, and O&ober. 

Though this climate would naturally be fuppofed to produce the fame plants with 
others in the fame latitude, it is very different. Nor does this feem to proceed from 
any defect in the foil, but from the fondnefs of the inhabitants for trade, and their total 
negledt of agriculture, as too laborious. But, be the real caufe of it what it will, this 
is certain, that even in the parts contiguous to the city, the land is left entirely to nature ; 
nor docs the lead veltigc remain of its being formerly cultivated. From hence proceeds 
a fcarcity of all things, and, confequently, they are fold at a high price. Here are no 
pulfe eft- pot-herbs of any kind ; and that this is not owing to the flerility of the earth, 
we had an evident proof in a fmall garden, belonging to a Gallician, where all things of 
this kind were produced in great plenty. By this means Panama is under a neceflity of 
being fupplied with every thing, either from the coalt of Peru, or places in its own 
jurifdidtion. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the nfual Food of the Inhabitants of Panama, 

THE very want of provifions caufes the tables at Panama to be better furnifhed ; 
and it may be truly laid, that this city fubfifls wholly by commerce, whatever is con- 
fumed in it coming from other places. The Blips of Peru are continually employed in 
exporting goods from that country, and the coalting barks in bringing the products 
of the feveral places in its jurifdiclion and that of Veraguas. bo that Panama is plenti- 
fully furnifhed with the bed of wheat, maize, poultry, and cattle. Whether it be 
owing to the fuperior goodnefs of their food, the temperament of the climate, or to 
fome other caufe to me unknown, it is certain that the inhabitants of this city are not 
fo meagre and pale as thofe who live at Oarthagena and Porto Bello. 

Their common food is a creature called Guana. It is amphibious, living equally on 
the land and in the water. It refembles a lizard in drape, but is fomething larger, being 
generally above a yard in length : fome are confiderably bigger, others Ids. It is of 
a yellowifh green colour, but of a brighter yellow on the belly than on die back, where 
the green predominates. It has four legs like a lizard ; but its claws are much longer 
in proportion ; they are joined by a web, which covers them, and is of the fame form as 
thofe of geefe, except that the talons at the end of the toes are much longer, and 
project entirely out of the web or membrane. Its fkin is covered with a thin fcale 
adhering to it, which renders it rough and hard ; and, from the crown of its head to 
the beginning of its tail, which is generally about half a ya.J, runs a line of vertical 
feales, each fcale being from one to two lines in breadth, and three or four in length, 
.feparated fo as to reprefent a kind of ** But from the end of the neck to the root 
of the tail, the feales gradually kffen, fo as, at the latter part, to be fcarce vidble. 
Its belly is, in largenefs, veryxmproportionable to its body ; and its teeth feparated, 
and very fharp pointed. J0n the water it rather walks than fwims, being fupported 
by the webs of its feet ; and on that element its fwiftnefs is fuch, as to be out of fight 
in an inftant ; whereas on the land, though fai from moving heavily, its celerity is 
greatly lefs. When pregnant, its belly fwells to an enormous fize; and, indeed, 
they often lay fixty eggs at a time, each of whkh is as large as thofe of a pigeon. 
Thefe are reckoned a great dainty, not only at Pa/iama, but in other parts where this 
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creature is found. Thefe eggs are all inclofed in a long, fine membrane, and form a 
kind of firing. The flefli of this animal is exceedingly white, and univerfally admired 
by all ranks. I tailed both the flefh and the eggs, but the latter are vifcid in the 
mouth, and of a very difagreeable tafte : when dreffcd, their colour is the fame with 
that of the yolk of a hen’s egg. The tafte of the flelh is fomething better : but, 
though fweet, has a naufeous finell. The inhabitants, however, compared it to that 
of chicken; though I could not perceive the leaft fimilarity * . Thefe people, who, 
by being accuftomed to fee them, forget the natural horror attending the fight of an 
alligator, delight in this food, to which the Europeans at firft can hardly reconcile 
themfelves. 

Here are two Angularities attributed to Nature, and firmly believed by the inhabit- 
ants ; one in the plant called Yerva del Gallo ; the other, the double-headed fnakc, 
called La Cabe^a. 

It is conftantly aflerted in this city, that its neighbourhood produces a fnake having 
a head at each extremity ; and that from the bite of each a poifon is conveyed equal in 
activity to that of the coral, or rattle-fnake ; we could not have the fatisfadion of fee- 
ing one of this ftrange fpecies, though we ufed all the means in our power to gratify 
our curiofity : according to report, its ufual length is about half a yard, in figure per- 
fectly refeinbling an earth-worm. Its diameter is about fix or eight lines, and its head 
different from that of other fnakes ; being of the fame diinenfions with its body. It is, 
however, very probable, that the creature has only one head, and, from its refembling 
a tail, has been imagined to have two f. The motion of it is very flow, and its colour 
variegated with fpots of a paler tint. 

The herb called Del Gallo, or cocks-herb, is fo highly valued here, that they 
affirm, if an incifion be made round the neck of that fowl, provided the vertebra be 
not injured, on the application of this herb, the wound immediately heals. Whatever 
con ft rudion we put upon this pretended cure, it can only be confidered as a mere 
vulgar notion ; and I mention it here with no other intention, than to fatisfy the world 
that we were not ignorant of it. 

During our flay at Panama, we were very urgent with thofe who related this ftory to 
procure us foine of the herb, that we might make the experiment ; but in this we were 
as unfortunate as in the article of the two-headed fnake, none being to be had. I have, 
however, fince been told, by perfons fettled in Panama, that it was very common ; a 
fufficient proof, in my opinion, that the ftory has no foundation ; for, if it was fo eafy 
to be had, and of fuch furprifing virtue, what reafon could they have for refilling to 
convince us by ocular demonftration ? It may have a ftyptic ^virtue, when none of the 
principal blood-veffels are injured ; but that it can join them after being cut, together 
with the nerves and tendons when totally fevered, no perfon of any knowledge or judg- 
ment will ever be brought to believe. And, if its effects are ft, remarkably happy on 
poultry, it is furely natural to think it fhould have the fame on any other animal ; and, 
confequently, on the human fpecies. If this were the cafe, it would be of infinite 
value ; and no foldier, efpecially, fhould be without ’t, as a few ounces of this grand 
reftorative would immediately cure the molt terrible wounds. 

* The flefli of the guana is whiter than chicken, and more pleating to mol 1 ’'dates, except as to the 
drynefs of it. The common fauce to it is lirae juice, feafoned with Chian pepper ; which fauce the 
natives eat with their fifli, flefli, and fowl. If the guana were to be had in England, l doubt not but 
it would be ranked among the greatefl dainties. A. 
f This conjecture is very right. H. 
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CHAP. V. — - Of the Trade and Commerce of Panama. 

FROM what has been faid relating to the commerce of Porto Bello in the t|(be of 
the galleons, an idea may be formed of that of Panama on the fame occafion ; this city 
being the firft where the treafure from Peru is landed, and likewife the ftaple for the 
goods brought up the river Chagre. This commerce is of the greatefl advantage to the 
inhabitants, both with regard to letting their houfes, the freight of veffels, the hire of 
mules and Negroes, who, forming themfelves into fcparate bodies, draw along from 
Cruces large bales, or any brittle and delicate wares ; the roads here, though the dif- 
tance is but ffiort by eroding the chain of mountains called the Cordilleras, are in fome 
parts fo narrow, that a beaft of burden can hardly pal's along ; and, confequently, an 
imminent danger would attend the employing of mules for this fervice. 

This city, even during the abfence of the armada, is never without a great number 
of ftrangers ; it being the thoroughfare for all going to the ports of Peru, in the South 
Sea, as alfo for any coming from thence to Spain : to which mull be added, the con- 
tinual trade carried on by the Peruvian fhips, which bring variety of goods, as ineal of 
different forts, wines, brandy from grapes, or brandy caitilla, as it is called by all the 
Americans in thefe parts, fugar, tallow, leather, olives, oil, and the like. The fhips 
from Guayaquil bring cacao, and quinquina or Jefuits’ bark ; which always meet with a 
quick exportation here, efpecially in time of peace. All goods, particularly thofe of 
Peru, are fubjeft to great alterations in their prices, fo that, on many occafions, the 
owners lofe conliderably, and fometinres their whole purchafe : on the other hand, 
there are favourable opportunities, when they triple it, according to the plenty or 
fcarcity of the commodity. The different forts of meals are in particular fubjetl to this 
accident ; they foon becoming fo extremely vitiated by the great heat, that there is an 
abfolutc neceflity for throwing them overboard. The wines and brandies alfo, from the 
heat of the jars, contract a pitchy talie, and are foon unfit for ufe. The tallow melts, 
becomes full of maggots, and turns into a kind of earth ; the fame may be obferved of 
other goods. Hence, if the gain is fometimes great, the rilk of the lofs is proportional. 

The coalting barks, which make frequent trips from the adjacent ports, (apply the 
city with hogs, poultry, hung-beef, hogs’-lard, plantanes, roots, and other eatables ; 
with all which, this city, by the induftry of others, is abundantly fupplied. 

The Peru and Guayaquil veffels, unlefs at the time when the armada is here, return 
empty, except when they have an opportunity of taking Negroes on board ; as, while 
the afiiento fubfifts, therq is at Panama a factory, or office, which correfponds with that 
at Porto Bello ; .and hither the Negroes are brought, as being, in fome meafure, the 
ftaple for them, with regard to the kingdoms of Terra h'irma and Peru. 

The prefident of Panama is inverted with a power of licenfing every year one or two 
(hips, which go to Sonfonate, el Realcjo, and other ports in the province of Guatemala 
and New Spain, to fetch from thence tar, naphtha, and cordage, for the veffels belong- 
ing to the Panama trade ; they carry thither liich parts of the Peruvian goods as do not 
find a market at Panama ; but few of the (hips which have obtained this perniiilion 
return immediately ; for the mod profitable part of their trade confiding of indigo, they 
make the bed of their way to Guayaquil, or other ports farther to the fouthward. The 
dearnefs of provifions in this city and its diftrkil, occafioned by the large quantity re- 
quired, and the great diftance from whence they are brought, is amply coinpenfated by 
the multitude and value of the pearls found in thp oyfters of its gulf ; and particularly 
thofe near the idands del Rey, Tabaga, and others, to the number of forty-three, form- 
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ing a fmall archipelago. The firft to whom the Indians made this valuable difcovery 
was Bafco Nunez de Balboa, who, in his paflage this way, to make farther difcoveries 
on thejSouth Sea, Was prcfented with fotne by Tumaco, an Indian prince. At prefent 
they are.found in fuch plenty, that there are few perfons of fubltance near Panama, who 
do not employ all, or, at leaf!, part of their flaves in this ftfhery, the manner of which 
not being commonly known, it will not be improper to deferibe it here. 

The owners of the Negroes employ the molt proper perfons for this fifhery ; which 
being performed at the bottom of the fea, they mu ft be expert fwimmers, and capable 
of holding their breath a long time. Thefe they fend to the iflands, where they have , 
huts built for their lodgings, and boats which hold eight, ten, or twenty Negroes, under 
the command of an o nicer. In thefe boats they go to fuch parts as are known to pro- 
duce pearls, and where the depth of water is not above ten, twelve, or fifteen fathom. 
Here they anchor ; and the Negroes having a rope faftened round their bodies, and the 
other end to the fide of the boat, they take with them a fmall weight, to accelerate their 
finking, and plunge into the water. On reaching the bottom, they take up an oyfter, 
which they put under the left arm ; the fecond they hold in their left hand, and the 
third in their right : with thefe three oyfters, and fometimes another in their mouth, 
they rife to breathe, and put them in a bag. When they have refted thcmfelves awhile, 
and recovered their breath, they dive a fecond time ; and thus continue, till they have 
either completed their talk, or their ftrength fails them. Every one of thefe Negro 
divers is obliged daily to deliver to his mailer a fixed number of pearls ; fo that when 
they have got the requifite number of oyfters in their bag, they begin to open them, and 
deliver the pearls to the officer, till they have made up the number due to their rhafter ; 
and if the pearl be but formed, it is fufficient, without any regard to its being fmall or 
faulty. The remainder, however large or beautiful, are the Negro’s own property, nor 
has the mafter the leaf! claim to them ; the flaves being allowed to fell them to whom 
they pleafe, though the mafter generally purchafes them at a very fmall price. 

Thefe Negroes cannot every day make up their number, as in many of the oyfters 
the pearl is not at all, or but imperfeflly formed ; or the oyfter is dead, whereby the 
pearl is fo damaged, as to be of no value ; and as no allowance is made for fuch pearls, 
they muft make up their numbers with others. 

Befides the toil of this fifltery, from the oyfters ftrongly adhering to the rocks, they 
are alfo in no fmall danger from fome kinds of fifh, which either feize the Negroes, or, 
by ftriking on them, crufh them by their weight againft the bottom. So that thefe 
creatures feetn to know that men are robbing them of the molt valuable produft of their 
element, and therefore make a moft vigorous defence againft their enemy. The fifhery 
on the whole coaft is obnoxious to the fame danger from thefe fifh j but they are much 
more frequent where fuch riches abound. The fharks and tiu‘oreras, which are of an 
enormous fize, feed on the bodies of thefe unfortunate fifhermen ; and the mantas, or 
quilts, either prefs them to death by wrapping their fins about them, or crufh them 
againft the rocks by their prodigious weight. r l he name manta has not been improperly 
given to this fifh, either with regard to its figure or pioperty ; for being broad and long 
like a quilt, it wraps its fins round a man, or any other animal that happens to come 
within its reach, and immediately fqueezes it to death. This fifh refembles a thornback 
in fhape, but is prodigioufly larger. 

Every Negro, to defend himfelf againft thefe animals, carries with him a fharp knife, 
with which, if the fifh offers to aifault him, he endeavours to ftrike it in a part where it 
has no power to hurt him ; on which uhc fifh immediately flies. The officers keep a 
watchful eye on thefe voracious creatures, and, on difeovering them, fhake the ropes 
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faftened to the Negroes’ bodies, that they may be upon their guard ; many, on the 
divers being in danger, have thrown themfelves into the water, with the like weapon, 
and haften down to their defence : but too often all their dexterity and precaution is not 
fufficient to protect the diver from being devoured by thefe lilh, or lofing one of his 
legs or arms by their bite. Several ineffectual fchemes have been pra&ifed, to prevent 
fuch melancholy accidents. 

The pearls of thefe fifheries are generally of a good water, and foine very remarkable, 
both in their lhape and fize ; but as there is a difference in both thefe properties, fo 
there is alfo a difference in their water and colour ; l'ome being highly valuable, and 
others as remarkably defective. Some of thefe pearls, though indeed but lew, are fent 
to Europe, the greater part being carried to Lima ; where the demand for them is very 
great, being not only univerfally worn there by all perfons of rank, but alfo fent from 
thence into the inland parts of Peru. 

Befides thefe pearls, the kingdom of Terra Firma was formerly equally remarkable 
for the fine gold produced by the mines in its territories; and which confequently 
proved a very confiderable addition to its riches. Part of thefe mines were in the pro- 
vince of Veraguas, others in that of Panama ; but molt, alfo the richeft, and whole 
metal was of the fineft quality, were in the province of Darien ; and, on that account, 
the conftant object of the miners. But the Indians revolting, and making themfelves 
mafters of the whole province, there was a necellity for abandoning thefe mines, by 
which means the greater part of them were loft ; a few only remaining on the frontiers, 
which ftill yield a fmall quantity of gold. Their produce might indeed be increafed, 
did not the fear of the fickle nature of the Indians, and the fmall confidence that can 
be placed on their apparent friendfhip, deter the mafters of the mines from taking pro- 
per meafures for improving them. 

Though the mines of Veraguas and Panama are not expofed to thefe dangers, yet 
they are not worked with more vigour than the others ; and this for two reafons : the 
firft is, that, befides their being lefs rich in metal than the others, tluf gold they yield is 
not of fo good a quality as that of Darien : the fecond, and indeed the molt weighty, is, 
that as thefe feas, by their rich produce of pearls, offer a more certain, and at the fame 
time a more eafy profit, they apply themfelves to this filhery preferably to the mines. 
Some, indeed, though but few, are worked, befides thofe above mentioned, on the 
frontiers of Darien. 

Befides the advantage arifing to Panama from its commerce, as the revenue here is 
not equal to the dilburfeinents, a very confiderable fum of money is annually remitted 
hither from Lima, for the payment of the troops, the officers of the audience, and others 
in employment under His Majefty. 


CHAP. VI. — Extent of the Audience of Panama , in the Kingdom of Terra Firma* 

THE city of Panama is not only the capital of its particular province, but alfo of the 
whole kingdom of Terra Firma, which confilts of the three provinces of Panama, Da- 
rien, and Veraguas. The firft is the feat of every branch of the government, as being 
fituated between the other two ; Darien lying on the eaft fide, and Veraguas on the 
weft. 

* The appellation of Terra Firma has been abfurdly extended by our mariners to Caraccas, &c. 
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The kingdom of Terra Firma begins northwards at the river of Darien, and ftretching 
along by Nombre de Dios, Bocas del Toro, Bahia del Almirante, is terminated weftward 
by the river de los Dorados in the North Sea ; and towards the South Sea, beginning on 
the weftem part, it extends from Punta Gorda, in Cofla Rica, by Punta de Mariatos, 
Morro de Puercos, to the gulf of Darien ; whence it continues iouthward along the 
coaft, by Puerto de Pinas, and Morro Quemado, to the bay of St. Bonaventura. Its 
length from eaft to weft is one hundred and eighty leagues, but if meafured along the 
coaft, it exceeds two hundred and thirty ; and its breadth, from north to fouth, is the 
fame as that of the ifthmus, which includes the whole province of Panama, and part of 
that of Darien. The narroweft part of this ifthmus is from the rivers Darien and 
Chagre, on the North Sea, to thofe of Pito and Camito on the South Sea : and here 
the diftance, from fea to lea, is aboift fourteen leagues. Afterwards it increafes in 
breadth towards Ghoco and Sitara ; and the fame weftward in the province of Veraguas, 
forming an interval of forty leagues from fea to fea. 

Along this ifthmu« run those famous chains of lofty mountains, called the Andes, 
which, beginning at fuch a prodigious diftance as the Terra Magellanica, traverfe file 
kingdom of Chili, the province of Buenos Ayres, and thence through the provinces of 
Peru and Quito ; and front the latter, contrad thcmfelves, as it were, for a paffage 
through this narrow ifthmus. Afterwards, again widening, they continue their courie 
through the provinces and kingdoms of Nicaragua, Guatemala, Cofta Rica, St. Miguel, 
Mexico, Guajaca, la Puebla, and others ; with feveral arms or ramifications, for ftrength- 
ening, as it were, the fouthern with the northern parts of America. 

In order to give the reader a comprehenllve idea of this kingdom, I fhall fpeak parti- 
cularly of each of its three provinces, beginning with that of Panama as the principal. 
Molt of its towns and villages are lituated in fmall plains along the Ihore, the reft of the 
country being covered with enormous and craggy mountains, uninhabited on account 
of their fterility. 

In this province are three cities, one town, a few forts, villages, and country feats ; 
the names of which, with the tribes of the inhabitants, are here fubjoined. 

The cities are Panama, Porto Bello, and Santiago de Nata de los Cavelleros. The 
fituation of the latter was firlt difeovered, in the year 1515, by captain Alonzo Perez 
de la Rua, at whiph time Nata was prince of this diftrich Gafpar de Efpinofau’as firft 
commiflioned to people it, under the title of a town. It was afterwards taken and burnt 
by the Indians, but he rebuilt it, and called it a city. It is large, but the chief houfes 
are only of earth, or unburnt bricks, and the others of mud wails. Its inhabitants are a 
mixture of Spaniards and Indians. 

The town called los Santos is a modern fettlemont of Spaniards, who before lived at 
the city of Nata, but, with a view of augmenting their fortune by improving the ground, 
left the city ; and the inhabitants of the town are at prefent more in number than thofe 
of Nata. Its environs were firft difeovered by Rodrigo Valenzuela, and at that time 
contained an Indian town, governed by a prince called Guazan : the origin of the town 
fufficiently Ihcws it is peopled by Spaniards and Indians. 

The number of villages in this province is very confiderable, and of different 
kinds. 

1. Nueftra Senora de Pacora, to which we give the prefere . : e, is inhabited by 
Mulattos and their defendants. 

^ 2. San Chriftoval de Chepo owes its name to the caciques, or princes, Chepo and 
Chepauri, and was difeovered in 1515, iby Tello de Guzman. Befides Indians, here 
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is a company of foot, belonging to the garrifon of Panama, moll of whom are fettled 
here with their families. 

Several Rancherias, or affemblages of Indian huts, are under the jurifdidion of a 
village. Thefe Rancherias are fituated to the fouthward, in the fmall chafms or 
breaches of the mountains. 

In the favannahs of the river Marnoni are fcveral fuch affemblages of huts, and 
within the fame jurifdiftion ; namely, 

On the river De la Catnpana. 

In the breach of Curcuti. 

On the banks and at the mouth of the river Canas. 

On the river Del Platanar. 

On the river de Pinganti. 

On the river De Bayano. 

In the breach De Terralbe. 

In that of Platanar. 

In that of Calobre. 

In that of Pugibay. 

In that of Marcelo. 

On the river de Mange. 

Under the jurifdi&ion of the fame village are alio the following Rancherias, fituated 
to the northwards. 

On the river Del Playon. 

On the fmaller river De la Conception. 

On the river de Guanacati. 

On the river Del Caco, or Mandinga. 

On the river De Sarati. 

3 * The village of San Juan, fituated on the road between Panama and Porto Bello, 
is inhabited by Mulattos and their defendants. 

4. The village of Nueftra Sinor de la Confolation, a Negro fettlement. 

5. 1 he village De la Santiffima Trinidad de Chame, difcovered by Captain Gonzalo 
de Badajoz, and called Chame from its prince at that time, is inhabited by Spaniards 
and Indians. 

6. The village of St. Ifidro de Quinones, difcovered by the fame ’officer, and then 
governed by its prince Totronagua : its prefent inhabitants Spaniards and Indians. 

_ 7 - The village of St. Francifco de Paula, in the Cordillera ; alfo inhabited by Spa- 
niards and Indians. 

8. The village of St. Juan de Pononome, fo called from the name of its cacique; 
its inhabitants are Indians, who ftill retain the bow and arrow,' at which they are very 
dextrous, and of an intrepid bravery. 

9. The village of Santa Maria is fituated in a tratt of land difcovered by Gonzalo 
de Badajoz. 1 he name of its laft prince was Efcolia ; it is at prefent wholly inhabited 
by Spaniards. 

.10. The village of Santo Domingo de Parita, the laft word being the name of its 
prince. It was formerly inhabited wholly by Indians, but at prefent there are many 
Spaniards among them. 

u. Taboga, Taboguilla, and other iflandsi near which the pearl fifheries are carried 
on, were difcovered by the order of Pedro Arias Davila, the firft governor and captain- 
general of the kingdom of Terra Firma. In t/iefe illands are houfes belonging to Spa- 
niards, and huts for the Negro divers. 


12. The 
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12. The illands del Rey were difcovered by Gafpar de Morales and Captain Fran- 
dfco Pizarro. In thefe {Hands forae Spaniards have houfes, befides great numbers of 
Negro divers. 


Second Province of Terra Firma . 

The fecond province of this kingdom is that of Veraguas, of which the city of 
Santiago is the capital. The firfl who difcovered this coaft was Admiral Chriftopher 
Columbus, in 1503. To the river now called Veragua, he gave the name of Verdes- 
aguas, on account of the green colour of its water ; or, according to others, becaufe 
the Indians called it by that name in their language. But, however that may be, it is 
from this river that the province derives its name. In 1508, the Captains Gafpar de 
Efpinofa, and Diego de Alvirez, renewed the difcovery by land ; but being repulfed 
by prince Urraca, were obliged to content themfelves with a fettlement in the neigh- 
bourhood : and even here the Spaniards were not able to maintain their ground againft 
the frequent incurfions of the Indians ; fo that, finding the abfolute neceflity of a 
/tronger fettlement, they built the city of Santiago de Veraguas on the fpot where it 
now Hands. 

Befides this city, the province contains two others, and feveral villages. 

The city of Santiago al Angel was founded in 1521 by Benedict Hurtado, governor 
of Panama : it has been twice deftroyed and rebuilt : the inhabitants partly Spaniards, 
partly Mulattos. 

The city of Nueftra Senora de los Remedios de Pueblo-Nuevo ; the inhabitants the 
fame as thofe of the former. 

1. The villages in this province are San Francifco de la Montana, inhabited by In- 
dians ufing bows and arrows. 

2. San Miguel de la Hay a, inhabited by different forts of people. 

3. San Marcelo de Leonmefa de Tabarana, inhabited by Indians. 

4. San Raphael del Guaymi, by Indians. 

5. San Philipe del Guaymi, by Indians. 

6. San Martin de los Caftos, by Indians. 

7. San Auguftin de Ulate, by Indians. 

8. San Jofeph de Bugava, by Indians. 

9. and xo. La Piedad, and San Miguel, by Indians. 

1 x . San Pedro, and San Pablo de los Platanares, by Indians. 

12. San Pedro Nolofco, by Indians. 

13. San Carlos, by Indians. 


Third Province of Terra Firma. 

The third province of Terra Firma is that of Darien, where the greater part of the 
inhabitants are wandering Indians, living without any religion, and in the moft fhock- 
ing barbarifm, which was indeed the motive of their revolt. In 1716, there was here 
a confiderable number of villages, Rancherias, and Doftrinas , whofe inhabitants had 
fworn allegiance to the King of Spain, and therefore under the governors of Panama ; 

*,A name, given by the Jefuits, to Indian communities, which they have gathered together and 
civilized. 
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though, at prefent, very few are remaining. Thofe remaining in the above-mentioned 
year, were, ♦ , 

1. The village and ftaple for the mines of Santa Cruz de Cana, a very confiderable 
fettlement of Spaniards and Indians. 

2. The village De la Conception de Sabalo, inhabited like the preceding, but lefs 
populous. 

3. The village of San Miguel de Tayequa ; inhabitants the fame. 

4. The village of San Domingo de Balfas, inhabitants like the others, being Spa- 
niards and Indians. 

5. Spanifh village, in the territory of Santa Marica. 

6. The Do&rina San Geronymo de Yabira, a word in the Indian language fignify- 
ing Doncel, i. e. a virgin ; and, for this reafon, the river near it is called Rio Doncel, 
or Virgin River. 

7. San Enrique de Capeti, or the fleepy. , 

8. Santa Cruz de Pucro. In the Indian language, Pucro lignifies a fort of light 
wood, which, at Guayaquil, is called Balfa. 

9. The Dottrina de San Juan de Tacaracuna, and Matarnati ; the names of two of 
the mountains of the Andes, contiguous to the community. 

10. The Indian village of San Jofeph dc Zete-Gaati, is not a Dottrina. Zete-Gaati 
is the name of a kind of willow growing in the neighbourhood. 

4 Rancberias and Hamlets in the Southern Parts. 

The hamlet of Nueftra Senora del Rofario de Rio Congo. 

Other hamlets on the rivers Zabalos, Balfas, and Uron. 

On the river Tapanacul. 

On the river Pucro. 

On the banks, and at the mouth of the river Paya. 

At Los Paparos, or the Peafants. 

On the river Tuquefa. 

O9 the river Tupifa. 

On the river Yabifa. 

And at Chepigana. 

Rancberias and Hamlets in the Northern Parts . 

On the river Queno. 

On the Seraque. 

On the Sutagunti. 

On the Moreti. 

On the Agrafenequa. 

On the Ocabajanti. 

On the TJraba. 

All thefe Do&rinas and communities were formerly of Indians, and not inconfider- 
able, fome of the latter confiding of four hundred perfons ; but their general number 
was between one hundred and fifty and two, hundred ; from whence we may form an 
idea of the populoufhefs of thefe Doftrinas. But, to fave the trouble of computing 

a the 
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the feveral inhabited places in this kingdom, as I thought proper to infert their names, 
I thall conclude with a concife lift of all thefe places, which will aftift the reader in 
forming fome idea of this country. 

Recapitulation of all the inhabited Places in the Kingdom of Terra Fima. 

Four fortreffes. 

Six cities. 

One town of Spaniards and Indians. 

C Eleven of Spaniard and Indians. 

Thirty-five villages - - < Two of Mulattos and Negroes. 1 

C Twenty-two of Indians, mod of them Doctrinas. 
Thirty-two Rancherias or hamlets, each containing feveral cottages fcattered among 
the breaches, along the fides of*ivers and favannahs. 

Forty-three iflands, where the pearl-fifhery is carried on, fome of them in the bay of 
Panama, fome near the coaft of that city, and others fouth of Veraguas. 


BOOK IV. 

VOYAGE FROM PERICO HARBOUR TO GUAYAQUIL. 

CHAP. I. — Voyage from Perico to the City of Guayaquil . 

O UR tents and other neceffaries being ready, we all embarked on board the St. Chrif- 
topher, captain Don Juan Manuel Morel ; and the next day, being the 2 id of Fe- 
bruary 1736, we fet fail ; but having little wind, and that variable, it was the 26th at 
funfet before vie loft fight of the land, the laft we faw being Punta de Mala. * 

By remarks repeatedly made till we loft fight of this laft point, and which agreed 
with obfervations, but differed from thofe by account, we found the fetting of the cur- 
rent to be fouth-weft 5 0 wefterly ; which obfervation correfponded with the accounts 
given us by able pilots, who allured us it continued to three or four degrees of latitude ; 
and, according to their farther information, we corrected our daily account at one mile 
and one fixth per hour ; and found their information to be wt 'l founded. But it is 
neceffary to obferve, that, till our Ihip was off Punta de Mala, there was no vifible cur- 
rent ; and that, whilft we continued failing it. the gulf of Panama, the latitude by 
account agreed with the obferved. 

From the time we fet fail, till Punta de Mala bore from us north-weft 6° 30' wefterly, 
we continued to fteer S. S. W. i° 30' and 8° 30' wefterly : the winds variable with 
calms. 

After palling Punta de Mala, we fteejed S. between 8° wefterty and 2° 30' eafterly, 
till fix in the evening of the firft of March 1736, when we difeovered the land conti- 
guous to St. Matthew’s bay. Upon which we flood to the S. W. to avoid a iedge of 
rocks, which runs three leagues into the fea, and alfo the currents, which fet towards 
it, mid Gorgona bay. 


3 d 2 
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This ledge of rocks was difcovered in 1594, by a Ihip’s ftriking on it. 

From St. Matthew’s bay, we, for fome hours, fleered fouth-weft 6 ° 1 5' wefterly ; 
and the next day fouth-eaft and one-fourth foutherly ; which, being the third day, at 
one in the afternoon, brought us in fight of Cape St. Francis, bearing north one- 
fourth eafterly. 

According to the reckoning of Don George Juan, the difference of meridians between 
Panama, and Cape St. Francis was o° 36' ; which nearly agrees with the map of this 
coafl. It mull, however, be fuppofed that the diftance between each knot on the log- 
line was forty-feven feet by five and an half royal inches, which is equal to fifty and an 
half Englifh feet : this confirms what we have already obferved, book I. chap. i. and 
proves the juftnefs of our obfervations on the currents. 

Having weathered this cape, we fleered weft 3 0 foutherly; fouth-weft 3 0 wefterly; 
and on the 6th and 7th fouth 7 0 eafterly, and fouth-eaft 6° eafterly ; till on the 7th, 
at eight in the morning, we again made Cape St. Francjp, bearing north 5 0 eafterly, and 
Cape Paffado fouth ; after which we coafted along fhore, obferving the mod remark- 
able parts, till the 9th, when, at half an hour after three in the evening, we came to an 
anchor in Manta bay, in eleven fathom water, the bottom mud mixed with fand : Cape 
St. Lorenzo, bearing weft-fouth-weft and Monte Chrifto fouth-fouth-eaft 6° eafterly. 

Two reafons induced us to anchor here : the firft was, that as part of the intention of 
our original voyage was to meafure fome degrees of the equator, befides thofe of the 
meridian ; and having been informed at Panama of the fituation of this coaft, we were 
defirous of viewing it, in order to know whether, by forming our firft bale on its plains, 
the feries of triangles could be continued to the mountains contiguous to Quito : the 
fecond, the want of water and provifions ; for the feafon being pretty far advanced, we 
had flattered ourfelves, while at Panama, with falling in with the brifas, and by that 
means of foon reaching Guayaquil ; and had therefore taken in provifions only for fuch 
a fhort voyage. 

In order to fatisfy ourfelves with regard to our firft and principal view, we all went 
on fliore on the 10th in the evening to the village of Monte Chrifto, about two leagues 
and a half from the coaft. But we foon found any geometrical operations to be imprac- 
ticable there, the country being every where extremely mountainous, and alinoft 
covcffed with prodigious trees, an infurmountable obftru&ion to any fuch defign. This 
being farther confirmed to us by the Indian inhabitants, we determined to purfue our 
voyage to Guayaquil, and thence to Quito. Accordingly, on the 1 ith we returned to 
the coaft of Manta, where, whilft the fhip was taking in water and provifion, we em- 
ployed ourfelves in making obfervations, by which we found the latitude of this place to 
be 56' 5^" fouth. But Mefirs. Bouguer and De la Condamine, reflecting that our flay 
at Guayaquil would be confiderable before the feafon would permit the mules to come 
from Guaranda to carry us to the mountains, and defirous of making the belt ufe of - 
their time, determined to ftay here, in order to make further obfervations on the longi- 
tude and latitude, that they might afeertain the place where the equator cuts this coalt, 
examine the length of the pendulum, and make other obfervations equally important. 
Accordingly proper inftruments were left with them. 

On the 1 3th of the fame month of March, our veffel put to fea, keeping along 
the coaft, and paffed the next day within the ifland de la Plata. The 15th we 
began to lofe fight both of Cape St. Lorenzo, and alfo of the ifland ; at one in the 
afternoon we fleered fouth-fouth-eaft, till the 1 7th, when we difcovered Cape Blanco, 
the fouth point of the Bay of Guayaquil. Fr6m Cape Blanco we coafted along the 
bay, till, about noon on the 18th, coming to the mouth of the river Tumbez, we 

9 anchored 
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anchored about half a league from the land ; the river’s mouth bearing eaft five degrees 
northerly, and the ifiand of. Santa Clara, commonly called Amortajado, or Muerto, 
from its refembling the figure of a human corpfe, north four degrees eafterly, in four- 
teen fathoms water, and a muddy bottom. 

Some particular affairs of the captain of the fhip obliged us to remain here till 
the 2cth, when, at fix in the morning, we weighed ; and at half an hour after fix 
in the evening, the ftrength of the current on the ebb obliged us to come to an 
anchor. Thus we continued anchoring every ebb, and failing during the flood. 
And here we found that the current always fets out of the bay, though with much 
lefs velocity on the flood than on the ebb ; for we obferved that the tide never 
altered its direction in nineteen hours and a half. The caufe of this phenomenon 
is fuppofed to be, the prodigious quantity of water difcharged into it by the rivers. 
On the 23d, having come to an anchor off Punta de Arenas in the ifiand of Puna, 
we fent on fhore for a pilot to carry in our fhip ; for, though the diftance was 
. only feven leagues, the great number of flrallows in this fhort paffage rendered a 
precaution of this kind prudent, if not abfolutely neceffary ; and on the 24th, at 
feven in the morning, we fafely anchored in Puna harbour, Cape Centinela bearing 
fouth-fouth-weft 2 0 30' wefterly, and Cape Maria Mandinga weft-north- weft i° 15' 
wefterly, diftant one quarter of a league. 

From Punta de Mala to St. Matthew’s bay, we had the wind firft at north, and 
north-weft ; afterwards it fhifted to the north-eaft, and during the laft day veered to the 
eaft-north-caft ; but when we came in fight of this bay, changed again to north, being 
preceded by rains, which continued till our arrival at Manta, the winds having fhifted to 
the fouth-eaft, louth, and fouth-weft and weft, but with fome variations from all thofe 
points. 

I liave already mentioned that at St. Matthew’s bay it was not only the opinion 
of the pilots relating to the currents which fet towards Gorgona, but alfo our own 
experience, that induced us to alter our courfe, which was neceflary, in order to 
continue our voyage. All the reft of the coaft, from Cape St. Francis to Manta, 
they fet to the north, and this prevented us from getting to windward, and obliged 
us to tack, as the wind was contrary. 

In our paffage from Manta to Cape Blanco, the winds were not lefe favourable, 
continuing as before, except a few gales at north-weft and north-north-eaft, till we 
made the above cape. The currents here alfo fet to the northward, and from Cape 
Blanco to Puna harbour, to feaward, that is, towards the weft ; but, as we have 
before obferved, a greater velocity on the ebb than on the flood. 

Being very defirous of obferving an eclipfe of the moon, which was to happen 
on the 26th of March, and our time for preparing for it being but lhort, we con- 
cluded to ftay at a little village fituated in this harbour ; but finding thefe houfes, 
which were entirely built of canes, too weak to fupport the pendulum, we determined 
to make the bell of our way to Guayaquil ; and accordingly, at half an hour after 
eleven at night we left the mip at anchor, and went to the city in a boat j and, 
at five in tne evening of the 25th, by the vigour of our rowers, we arrived at 
Guayaquil, notwithftanding the ftrength of the tide againft us. Here we imme- 
diately applied ourfelves to fettle the pendulum ; but our diligence was entirely fruf- 
trated, the air being fo filled with vapours, that nothing was to be feen. 

It may not be atnifs here to infert the variations we obferved in different parts of the 
South Sea, in the fame order with thofe obferved from ,Cadie to Carthagena. 


A Table 
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A Table of Variations obferved in fever al Parts of the Soufh Sea, the Longitude reckoned 

from the Meridian of Panama. 


t 


Latitudes, 
deg. min. 

Longitude, 
deg. min. 

Variation, 
deg. miq. 

8 17 N. 

35 9 55 

8 45 E. 

7 49 

359 42 

7 34 

7 3° 

359 3* 

7 49 

7 02 

359 18 

7 59 

3 .55 

35 8 2 ‘ 

7 34 

0 56 

35 8 43 

7 20 

0 36 

359 

8 29 

O 20 

35 8 40 

7 25 

0 *5 

35 8 5 6 

7 3° 

O 22 S. 

359 5° 

8 17 


r Monte Chrifto, 3 

I 

O 51 

/ bearing S. E. k > 

8 00 


f foutherly J , 


Ifland de la Plata, bearing fouth ^ 


1 5 0 45 ' wefterly, and Monte £ 

7 46 

Chrifto, E. S. E. j 


2 18 S. I 


8 00 

JCape Blanco, S.S.W. 

3 30 W. 

jPunto de Mero, 

E. 7 0 northerly 7 

ft T Art 

diftant three leagues 3 { 

0 1 uo 

On the coaft of Sumber,of which } ; 


the latitude by obfervation was > 

8 11 

3° » 4 ' 

3 



We fhould, for feveral days, have been without knowing certainly the latitude, 
an objeft of the laft importance in any voyage, had not Mr. Godin had the pre- 
caution to take with him a Hadley’s quadrant. This ingenious gentleman having 
been pitched upon for the voyage to America, undertook a journey to London, purely 
to purchafe feveral inftruments, and among others bought that already mentioned, 
and which proved of the greateft ufe to us in finding the latitude during this paflage ; 
a point the more difficult and neceflary, on account of feveral perplexing circum- 
ftances, the courfe being fometimes north, fometimes fouth, and the currents fetting 
in the fame direction. Affifted by this inftrument, we were enabled to take the 
meridian altitude of the fun, whilft, from the denfity of the vapours which filled the 
atmofphere, the ihadow could not be defined on the ufual inftruments. 

CHAP. II. — Account of the Voyage from Per tea to Puna. 

THE brifas, by their return, as we before obferved, occafion an alteration in the 
weather of Panama, by introducing the fummer, as they alfo do in the paflage from 

Perico 
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Perico toPuna, or more properly, to Cape Blanco ; for, after the brifas hayc! Jbegun 
to blow at Panama, they gradually increafe and fpread in oppofition to the fouth 'winds, 
till, overcoming them, they are fettled : but their periods are not always equal, either 
on the land or in the ocean. Generally the brifas do not reach beyond the equator, or 
are fo feint, as often to be interrupted by calms, or other weak and unfettled winds. 
Sometimes^ indeed, they have an extraordinary ftrength, being felt even to the iffand 
of Plata : but their greeted force is gradually increafed as we approach nearer to Pana- 
ma. Thefe winds, which blow from between the north and north-eaft, clear the atmo- 
fphere, free the coaft from fogs, and are not attended with tempefts of rain ; but fre- 
quently fo fqually, efpecially between Cape Francifco and the Bay of Panama, that, 
without particular care and the utmoft difpatch in putting the fhip in a proper condition, 
they are often dangerous. 

At the period of the brifas, the lures or fouth winds begin to blow, and, when fettled, 
are more violent than the former. But they do not, as many have imagined, blow al- 
ways precifely from the fouth ; for they fliift from the fouth-eaft even to the fouth-weft, 
and their diftance from the fouth is obferved to be greateft at particular times. When 
they incline to the fouth-eaft, which is the land fide, they are accompanied with violent, 
but happily Ihort tempefts of wind and rain. The Ihips which trade from the coafts of 
Peru and Guayaquil to Panama, generally fail during the fures, in order to take tfte 
benefit of the north wind at their return, and, by that means their voyages are eafily 
and expeditiouflv performed. Sometimes, indeed, they fail with other winds, though 
they are generally longer at fea, in order to reach Paita ; but often this diligence, or 
rather avarice, is fo far difappointed, that they are obliged to put in at Tumaco, Aca- 
mes, Manta, or Punta de Santa Elena, for provifions and water. 

Thefe are the principal winds in this paffage ; and whatever changes may fometimes 
happen, they are not of any continuance, the fettled wind foon recovering its place. 

The currents in thefe parts are not fo regular as the winds ; for, during the brifas, the 
waters run from Morro de Pucrcos fouth-weft and weft, to the height of Malpelo ; and 
from thence eaft and eaft-fouth-caft to Cape St. Francis, inclining fomething towards 
Gorgona. From Cape St. Francis, their direction is fouth and fouth-weft, which con-- 
tinues for thirty or forty leagues feawards, the ftrength of them being proportionate to 
that of the brifas? 

During the feafon of the fures, or fouth winds, the currents run north and north-weft 
from Punta de Santa Elena, as far as Cape St. Francis, extending thirty or forty leagues 
feawards; from hence they run with a great velocity ^11, as far as the meridian of 
Malpelo ; and from Morro de Puercos fouth-eaft along the coaft, though at fome dif- 
tance from it, and tending partly to the bay of Gorgona. 15.it bom the meridian of 
Malpelo to Morro de Puercos, they run with great violence north-weft and weft. Alfo 
in the paffage from Cape Blanco to Cape Santa, Elena, a violent current runs weft from 
the river or Guayaquil, during its fwellings ; but when the river is low, the current fets 
into Puna bay,: the time of the former is during the brifas, and the latter in the feafon 
of the fures. 

At all times, in leaving Perico to fail to Guayaquil, or the coaft of Peru, care muft 
be taken to keep at a proper diftance from the ifland of Go>gma, many inftances 
having happened of ihips being loft either by this negligence, or more frequently, by 
calms. ^ It is alfo equally neceffary to be careful of the ifland of Malpelo ; but the 
latter is of the two the leaft dangerous, as the greateft detriment is only a longer 
delay of the voyage. 


If 
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If a (hip happens to come in fight of the ifland of Gorgona, it will be found very 
difficult to get clear of it by fleering either fouth-fouth-weft, or even north, fo that 
the fureft method is to return towards Panama along the coaft, the currents there 
changing their direftion ; at the fame time taking care not to keep at a great diftance 
from it, to avoid being again carried away by the current, which fets fouth-eaft. „ 

The land all along the coaft from Panama to Santa Elena is of a middling height, 
except in foine parts, where we difcern mountains at a vail diftance, and very high ; 
being part of the Cordillera. Monte Chrifto is the land-mark of Manta, being a 
high mountain, and having a village of the fame name at its foot. 

In the bays along this coaft, and particularly at the mouths of rivers, it is dan- 
gerous to keep clofe to the Ihore, there being many (hallows not known even to the 
pilots of the country. In the bay of Manta, there is one at the diftance of three or 
four leagues from the fliore, on which feveral (hips have (truck ; but the water is 
here fo fmooth, that all the damage they fuftained was, their being obliged to be 
immediately careened, in order to (top the leaks occafioned by the accident. 

In all this paifage a rough fea is feldom met with ; for, if it be fometimes agitated 
by fqualls and (hort tempefts, it foon fubfides after the ftorm is over. Whilft the 
fouth winds prevail, fogs are very frequent, and fometimes fo thick as totally to pre- 
clude all fight of the coaft. This we ourfelves partly experienced in our paifage : 
whereas during the brifas, it is quite the contrary : the air is ferene, and the coaft fo 
clear as to be approached with confidence and fafety. 


CHAP. III. — Of our Stay at Guayaquil ', and the Meafurcs taken for our Journey to 

the Mountains. 

THE fhip St. Chriftopher, which we left at Puna, followed us fo foon, that on 
the 26th in the evening (he came to an anchor before the city ; the next day all our 
baggage and inftruments were landed, and we began our obfervations for determining 
the fituation of Guayaquil, with regard to its latitude and longitude. The defire ol 
fucceeding rendered us very attentive to obferve an immerfion of the fatellitfes of Jupiter, 
to make amends for our difappointment of the eclipfe of the moon 5 but we were in 
this equally unfortunate ; the denfity of the vapours which filled the atmofphere" ren- 
dered our defign abortive ; but, the days being more favourable than the nights for 
aftronomical obfervations, w^took feveral meridian altitudes of the fun, and never 
negledted any opportunities that offered, during the nights, of doing the fame with 
regard to fome particular ftars. 

On our arrival at Guayaquil, the corregidor of that city, whofe great civility, 
together with that of all the King’s officers and other perfons of diftinCUon, deferves 
our acknowledgments, fent notice of it to the corregidor of Guaranda, that he might 
order carriages to the port of Garacol, for conveying us to the mountains. The 
paffage thither was then indeed impracticable ; it being in this country the end of 
winter, at which time the roads are extremely bad, and the rivers fwelled fo as not 
to be forded without the greateft ri(k, and too wide for the bridges of this country. 

The corregidor of Guaranda was then at Quito on fome bufinefs of his office ; but 
the prefident and governor of that province, Don Dionyfio de Alcedoy Herrera, 
ordered him to return to his jurifdiCtion without delay, for providing every thing necef- 
fary for our journey ; fending, at the fame time, circular orders to all the other cprre- 
gidors, through whofe jurifdi&ions we were to pafs to Quito, enjoining them not to be 

wanting 
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Wanting in any kind of good office in their power. Every thing being thtis happily 
difpofedj and advice arriving that the mules were on their way to Caracol, inhere they 
arrived the 6th of May, we were no lefs expeditious to embark on the river, which 
is the ufual palfiige. There is indeed a road by land ; but at all times extremely diffi- 
cult and dangerous, on account of the many bays and large rivers which muft be 
paffed; fo that no perfon travels this road but in fuminer, and then only fuch as have 
no baggage, and are, befides, well acquainted with the country and the ferries. 


CHAP. IV. — - Dcfrription of Guayaquil. 

THOUGH there is no certainty with- regard to the time when Guayaquil was 
founded, it is univerfally allowed to be the lecond city of Spanifh origin, both in its 
own province and the kingdom of Peru ; it appearing, from antient records preferved 
in its archives, that it was the next city founded after San Miguel de Piura : and the 
foundation laid of Los Reyes, Remac, or Lima, being in 1534, or according to 
others, in 1535, the building of Guayaquil may be fixed between thofe two years; 
but the prolperify it attained under its governor Belalcazar, was of no long continuance, 
being, after feveral furious attacks, entirely dciimyed by the neighbouring Indians. 
It was however in 1537, rebuilt by Captain Erancifco de Orellana. The firlt fituation 
x>f Guayaquil was in the bay of Charapoto, ;w little to the northward of the place where 
the village of Monte Chriito now Hands ; from whence it was removed to the prefent 
fpot, which is on the welt bank of the river of Guayaquil, in 2 r 11' 2 1" of fouth 
latitude, as appeared from our obfervations. Its longitude was not* determined by any 
accurate obfervations ; but by computing it from thole made at Quito, it is 297 ’ 1 7', 
reckoning from the meridian of Tenerifle. On its removal by Orellana, from its firlt 
fituation, it was built on the declivity of a mountain called Cerillo Verde, and is now 
termed Ciudad Vieja, or the old town. Its inhabitants being afterwards ftraitened by 
the mountain on one fide, and by ravines or hollows made by floods of rain on die 
other, formed a defign, without entirely abandoning the place, to build the principal 
part of the city at the diflance of five or fix hundred toiles ; which was accordingly 
begun in 1693*; and for preferving a communication with the old part, a bridge of 
timber was eredled, of about three hundred toifes in length, by which means the 
inconveniences of the ravines' are avoided, and, the intervals being filled with fmall 
houfes, the old and new towns are now united. *. 

This city is of confiderable extent, taking up, along the bank of the river from the 
lower part of the old town to the upper part of the new, near half a league; but 
the breadth is not at all proportional, every perfon being fond of having a houfe near 
the river, both for the amuiements it affords^ and for the benefit of refrelhing winds, 
which, in winter, are the more eagerly coveted as they are very rare. 

All the houfes of both towns are built of wood, and many of them covered with 
tiles ; though the greater part of thofe in the old town are <tnly thatched ; but. in 
order to prevent the fpreading of fires, by which this city has feverely fuffered on feve- 
ral occafions, fuch covering is now prohibited. Molt of th-.l- conflagrations owed 
their rife to the malevq^nce of the negroes, who, in order to revenge fome punilh- 
ments inflicted on them by their mailers, took the opportunity, during the night, of 
throwing fire op the thatch, and by that means, not only ruined thofe who were the 
immediate objedts of their revenge, but alfo the greater part of the inhabitants of 
the city. 

vol. xiv.- * 3 e Though 
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Though the houfes are wholly built of wood, they are generally large and beautiful y 
have all one ftory and an entrefole; the back part of the ground floor ferves for 
warehoufes ? in the front are (hops of all kinds, and generally before them fpacious 
porticos, which in winter are the only parts where you can walk, the ftreets being 
utterly impaflable. 

As a further precaution againft fire, which they have fo much reafon to dread, 
the kitchens ftand twelve or fifteen paces from the houfes, with which they communi- 
cate by means of a long open gallery, refembling a bridge ; but fo lightly built, 
that on the leaft appearance of fire in the kitchen, it is demoliihed in an inftant ; by 
which means the houfe is preferved. Perfons of rank and fortune live in the upper 
apartments, and the entrefoles are let to ftrangers who come to trade, or pafs through 
the city with their goods. 

The ground on which the new city is built, and the favannahs in its neighbour- 
hood, are not to be travelled over either on foot or horfeback during the winter % for, 
befides being a fpongy chalk, it is every where fo level, that there is no declivity for 
carrying off the water ; and therefore on the firft rain, it becomes one general Hough. 
So that, from the time of the rains fetting in till the end of winter, it is neceflary to 
lay in the parts not covered by the above-mentioned piaz^s, very large planks for 
eroding over them ; but thefe loon become flippery, and occafion frequent falls into 
the chalky flough. The return of fummer, however, foon exhales the water, and 
renders the ground fufficiently dry for travelling. In this refpetf the old town has 
the advantage, being built on a gravelly foil, which is never impaffable. 

This city is defended by three forts, two on the river near the city, and the third 
behind it, guarding the entrance of a ravine. Thefe are all built after the modern 
method of fortification ; but before they were erected, it had only a platform, which 
is Hill remaining in the old town. Thefe forts are built of large pieces of very hard 
wood, forming a variety of pallifades, and the wood is particularly proper for this 
country, and the ufe it is here applied to ; retaining it» folidity either under the water 
or in the mud. Before thefe fortifications were erected, the city was taken by Euro- 
pean corfairs, in the year 1 68 6 and 1709 ; but the fuccefs of the latter was owing 
to the villainy of a mulatto, who, in order to revenge himfelf on fome particular per- 
fons in the city, conduced the enemy through a bye-way, where \hey were not 
expetted ; fo that the inhabitants being furprifed, were not prepared for defence. 

All the churches and convents are of wood, except thift of St. Domingo, ftill Handing 
in the old town, which is of ftone ; the greaf folidity of the ground in that part being 
fufficient for fupporting buildings of this kind. The convents in the new city, befides 
the parochial church, are an Auguftine apd a Francifcan, with a tollege of Jefuits; 
the members of them not very numerous, on account of the fmallnefs of the revenues. 
Here is alfo an hofpital, but without any* other endowment than the fhell of the build- 
ing. The city and its jurifdiftion are under a corregidor, nominated by the King, who 
holds his office during five years. Notwithftanding he is fubordinate to the prefident 
and audience of Quito, he appoints the deputies in the feveral departments of his 
jurifdi&ion ; and, for the police and civil government, Guayaquil has ordinary 
alcaldes and regidores. The revenue is managed here by a treasurer and an accomp- 
tant, who receive the tributes of the Indians, the duties on imports and exports, and 
ihe taxes on commodities, which are either confumed there, or carried through it. 

The ecclefiaftical government is lodged in the bifhop of Quito’s vicar, who is gene- 
rally alfo the prieft of the town. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP. V.~~Of the Inhabitants , CuJioms> and Riches of Guayaquil. 

# 

GUAYAQUIL contains, in proportion to its dimenfions, as many inhabitants as any 
city in all America ; the continual refort of ftrangers, drawn thither by commerce, 
contributing very greatly to increafe the number, generally computed at twenty thou- 
fend. A great part of its eminent families are Europeans, who have married there ; 
befides which, and fubftanrial Creoles, the other inhabitants are of different cafts, as 
in the cities already dfefcribed. 

The inhabitants capable of bearing arms, are divided into companies of militia, 
according to their rank and caft ; fo that on occafion they may be ready to defend 
their couhtry and property. One of thefe, confiftihg entirely of Europeans, and called 
the foreign company, is the mofl numerous, and makes the moft fplendid appearance 
among the whole militia. Without conftdering their wealth or ftation, they appear in 
arms, and pay a proper obedience to their officers, who are chofen by themfelves from 
their own body, being generally fuch as have ferved in Europe, and confequently more 
expert in military affairs. The corregidor is the commander in chief ; having under 
him a colonel and major, for difciplining the other companies. 

Though the heat here is equal to that <Jf Panama, or Carthagena, yet the climate 
diftinguifhes itfelf in the colour of the human fpecies ; and if a certain author has ftyled 
it the cquinottial Low Countries, in allufion to the refemblance it bears to the Nether- 
lands ol Europe, it may, with equal propriety, bear that appellation from this fingu- 
larity, namely, that all the natives, except thofe born from a mixture of blood, are 
frefh-coloured, and fo finely featured, as juflly to be ftyled the handfomeft, both in the 
province of Quito, and even in all Peru. Two things are here the more remarkable, 
as being contrary to common obfervation : one, that notwithftanding the heat of the 
climate, its natives are not tawny ; the other, that though the Spaniards have nor 
naturally fo fair a complexion as the nothern nations, their children bom here of Spa- 
nifh women are very fair ; nor has this phenomenon hitherto been fufficiently explained. 
To attribute it to the effluvia exhaling from the contiguous river, appears to me little 
fatisfa&ory j other cities having the lame advantageous fituation, without producing 
any improvement in .the complexions of the inhabitants ; whereas here fair perfons are 
the moft common, and the children have univerfally light hair and eye-brows, and 
very beautiful faces. 

To thefe perfonal advantages beftowed by nature in a diftinguifhed manner on the 
inhabitants, it has added the no lefs pleafing charms of elegance and politenefs ; fo that 
feveral Europeans, who intended only a fhort flay here, have married and fettled ; 
nor were their marriages owing to the immenfe fortunes of their ladies, as in fome 
other cities of this country, the inhabitants not being at all famous for their riches. 

The drefs of the women at Guayaquil nearly idembles that at Panama, except 
only when they either pay or receive a vifit ; inftead of the pollera, they wear a faldellin, 
which is no longer than the pollera, but being open before, and crofting one fide 
over the other, is adorned in the moft profufe manner. It is . -rbeloed with a richer 
fluff, near half a yard in depth, and. bordered with fine laces, gold or fringe, or 
ribands, difpofed. wtth an air which renders the drefs extremely rich and becoming. 
When they go abroad without a veil, they wear a light browir-coloured mantelet, 
bordered with broad ftrips of black velvet, but without laces or any other decorations. 
Befides necklaces and bracelets, they wear rofaries, of the fame degree of richnefs as 
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at Panama; and not only load their ears with brilliant pendants, but add tufts of black 
filk, about the iize of a filbert, and fo full of jewels, as to make a very fplendid 
appearance. > 

From the commerce of this city, a llranger would imagine it richer than it actually 
is., This is partly owing to the two dreadful pillages it has lufiered, and partly to fires, 
by both which, it has been totally ruined. And though; the houfes here, as already 
obferved, are only of wood, the whole charge of which is the cutting and bringing it 
to the city ; yet the expcnce of a houfe of any figure amounts to fifteen or twenty 
thoufand dollars, workmen’s wages being very high, and iron remarkably dear. Eu- 
ropeans, who have raifed any thing of a fortune here, when they have no immoveable 
goods to detain them, retire to Lima, or foine other city of Peru, where they may 
improve their flocks with greater fecurity. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Temperature of the Air , and the different Seafons at Guayaquil ; 

its Inconveniences and Dijiempcrs. 

IN Guayaquil, the winter fets in during December, fometimes at the beginning, 
fometimes in the middle, and fometimes not till the end of the month, and lafls till 
April or May. During this feafon, the elements, the infects, and vermin, feem to have 
joined in a league to inqommode the human fpecies. Its extreme heat appeared from 
fome thermometrical experiments ; for, on the jd of April, when its intenfenefs had 
begun to abate, at fix in the morning the liquor flood at one thoufand and twenty-two ; 
at noon at one thoufand and twenty-five ; and at three in the afternoon at one thoufand 
and twenty-feven ; which fhews the heat in the middle of winter to be greater than at 
Carthagena. The rains alfo continue day and night, accompanied with frequent and 
dreadful tempefls of thunder and lightning ; fo that every thing feems to confpire to 
diflrefs the inhabitants. The river, and all thofe which join it, overflow their banks, 
and lay under water the whole country. The long calm renders the refrefhing winds 
very definable ; and the innumerable fwarms of infedls and vermin infefl both the air 
and ground in an. intolerable manner. 

The fnakes, poifonous vipers, fcorpions, and fcolopendrx, in this feafcyi find methods 
of getting into the houfes, to the deftruclion of many of the inhabitants. And though 
they are not actually free from them all the reft of the year, yet at this time they are 
far more numerous, and alfo more active ; fo that it is abfolutely neceifary to examine 
Carefully the beds, fome of thefe animals having been known to find their way into 
them : and both as a fafeguard againfl the danger, and to avoid the tortures of the 
mofehitos and other infedls, all perfons, even the Negro flaves and Indians, have toldos 
or canopies over their beds. Thofe ufed by the lower clafs of people are made of 
tucuyo, or cotton, wove in the mountains : others ufe white linen laced, according to 
the temper pr ability of the owner. 

Though all thefe hot and moifl countries fwarm with an infinite variety of volatile 
infedls, yet the inhabitants are no where fo greatly incommoded as at Guayaquil, it being 
impoffible to keep a candle burning, except in a lantern, above three or four minutes, 
numberlefs infecls flying into its flame and extinguifhing it. Any perfon therefore 
being obliged to be near a light, is foon driven* from his poll by the infinite numbers 
which fill nis eyes, fars, and noflrils. Thefe infects were almoll infupportable to us, 
during the fhort clear intervals of fome nights, which we fpent in making obfervations 
oa tljte hejtfrenly bodies. Their flings were attended, with great toptutres ; and more 
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than once obliged ns to abandon our obfervations, bang unable either to fee or breathe 
for their multitudes *. 

Another terrible inconvenience attending the houfes here, are the numbers of peri, 
cotes, or rats ; every building being fo infefted with them, that, when night comes on, 
they quit their holes, and make fuch a noife in running along the ceiling, and in clam- 
bering up and down the fides of the rooms and canopies of the beds, as to difturb per- 
fons not accultomed to them. They, are fo little afraid of the human fpecies, that, if a 
candle be fet down without being in a lantern, they immediately carry it off; but, as 
this might be attended with the molt melancholy confequences, care is taken, that their 
impudence is feldom put to this trial, though they are remarkably vigilant in taking 
advantage of the lealt neglect. All thefe inconveniences, which feem infupportable to 
llrangers, and alone fufhcient to render fuch a country uninhabited, little affe& the 
natives, as having been ufed to them from their infancy : they are more affected with 
cold on the mountains, which the Europeans fcarce feel, or, at leafl, think very mode- 
rate, than with all thefe difagreeable particulars. 

The lead troublefome feafon is the fummer, as then both the number and a&ivity of 
thefe vermin are diminilhed ; it being a miltake i/i fome authors to fay they abound 
moll in that feafon. The heat is then abated, by the fetting in of the l’outh-well and 
well-fouth-well breezes, called here chandui, as coming over a mountain of that name. 
Thefe begin conllantly at noon, and continue to refrelh the earth till five or fix in the 
following morning. The iky is always ferene and bright, the gentleft Ihowers being 
rarely known. IVovilions are in greater plenty, and thofe produced in the country of 
a very agreeable taftc, if ufed while frelh. Fruits are more common, efpecially melons 
and water-melons, which are brought in large balzasf to the city. But the capital 
advantage is the remarkable falubrity of the air in that feafon. 

* During the winter, tertian fevers are very common, and are here particularly painful 
and dangerous, owing partly to neglect, and partly to an averfion to the ufe of the bark, 
being piepoffeffed with a notion, that on account of its hot quality it can have no good 
effect in that climate ; fo that, blinded with this prejudice, without ever confulting phy- 
iicians, who would undeceive them, they fuller the diftemper to prey upon them, till they 
are often reduced to an irrecoverable Hate. The natives of the mountains, who are inured 
to a cold air, cannot endure that of Guayaquil, it having a natural tendency to debilitate 
them ; and by an intemperate ufe of its delicious" fruits they throw themfelves into thofe 
fevers, which arc as common to them in one feafon as another. 

Befides this difeafe, which is the mod general, fince the year 1740 the black vomit 
has alfo made its appearance, the galleons of the South Sea having, on account of the 
war, touched here in order to fecure the treafure among the provinces of the Cordillera. 
At that time great numbers died on board the Ihips, together with many foreigners, 
but very few ot the natives. In faying that the galleons brought this diftemper to Guay- 
aquil, I follow the general opinion, as it was before that epocha unknown there. 

The natives are very fubjett to cataracts, and other dillempers of the eye, which often 
caufe a total blindnefs. Though thefe dillempers are not general, yet they are much 
more common than in other parts ; and I am inclined to think it proceeds from the 
aqueous exhalations during the winter, when the whole county is overflowed with 
water, and which, from the chalky texture of the foil, mull oe vifeid in the highell 

.* This account is too hyperbolical. They are, however, troublefome enough, and almoil infupportable, 
throughout all South America, except in the plains and deferts. A. 

t Called by the natives jungadas * they are rafts made by pinning or tying feveral bodies of final! tree# 
together $ the author defcribes theta particularly in the next chapter. A. 

degrees 5 
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degree ; and, penetrating the external tunic, not only foul the cryftalline humour, but 
ftlfn cover the pupil, from whence catarads, and other diforders of the eyes, have their 
origin. 


CHAP. VII. — Provifions , and Manner of Living at Guayaquil. 

HERE, as at Carthagena, nature and neceflity have introduced feveral kinds of bread, 
made from different grains and roots, to fupply the want of wheat. The moft ufual 
here is the criollo, or natural bread, being unripe plant anes, cut into flices, rbafted, and 
ferved up as bread. But this is not entirely owing to neceflity, as feveral kinds of meal 
might eafily be brought from the neighbouring mountains in fulKcient quantities to fup- 
ply all the inhabitants of the city ; though only a fmall (hare of it would fall to the 
lot of the poor, on account of the price, which vaftly exceeds that of the plantanes. 
However this be, the latter are defervedly preferred to wheat bread, which is fo badly 
made, that even the Europeans refufe to eat it, and accuftom themfelves to the criollo, 
which is far from being unpalatable. , 

Moft of the other provifions, except beef, fruits, and roots, are imported from the 
provinces of the Cordilleros and Peru. It would naturally he expe&ed, that the feve- 
ral branches of this river, which abounds in fifh, would caufe a great plenty of them in 
the city ; but it is quite otherwife, and the fmall quantity caught near it is far from 
being good, and fo bony, that none but the inhabitants can eat them without danger. 
Their badnefs in the neighbourhood of the city is probably owing to the brackifh water ; 
but fome leagues above the city, the river affords a great fupply of what is very excel- 
lent. In fuch hot climates, however, they cannot be kept without fait ; and it is feldom 
the filhermen venture to carry any to the city, left, after all their labour, they fhould be 
obliged to throw them away. 

The coafts and neighbouring ports abound in very delicious fifh, fome of which are 
carried to the city, as keeping better than the lpecies in the river ; and thefe, together 
with feveral of the teftaceous kind, conftitute a confiderable part of the food of the inha- 
bitants of Guayaquil. In the fait creek are taken very large and fine lobflers, of which 
they make delicious ragouts : and from Jambcli creek, on the coaft of Tumbez, are 
brought great quantities of oyfters, which, in every refped, furpafs thofe of all the coafts 
from Panama to Peru, where there is alfo a great demand for them. 

The fame caufe which drives from that part of the river near the city the fineft fifh, 
fome to the fait and others to the frefh waters, according to their refpc&ivc natures, ren- 
ders good water very fcarce at Guayaquil, efpecially in fummer ; none being to be had 
at a lefs diftancc than four or five leagues up the river, according to the height of its 
waters. Many balzas are therefore employed in fetching water, and felling it to the 
inhabitants. During the winter, this trade is partly at a ftand, as, by the increafe of the 
rivers, the water at Guayaquil is rendered fit for ufe. 

Inftead of lard, as at Carthagena and other places, they commonly ufe, in dreffing 
their food at Guayaquil, beef fuet. But whether the climate will not permit the beads 
to acquire a proper degree of fatnefs, whether the fuet itfelf be not good, or whether they 
are carelefs in feparating it from the tallow j the fmell andf tafte of both are much the 
fame, which render their difhes extremely naufeous to ftrangers ; and what is little bet- 
ter, they feafon all of them with Guinea pepper, which, though fmall, is fo very ftrong, 
that the fmell of it, when whole, fufficiently declares its furpnfing a&ivity j fo that per- 
sons, not accuftomed to it, fuffer either way. If they eat, their mouths feem in a flame ; 
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if they forbear, they muft endure hunger, till they have overcome their averfion to this 
feafoning ; after which they think the Guinea pepper the fined; ingredient in the world 
for giving a relifh to their food. 

The inhabitants of Guayaquil affeft greater fplendour in their formal entertainments ; 
but the method of them is not very agreeable to an European gueft. The firft courfe 
confifts of different kinds of fweetmeats, the fecond of high-feafoned ragouts ; and thus 
they continue to ferve up an alternate fucceffion of fweet and high-feafoned difhes. The 
common drink on thefe occaiions is grape brandy, there called Aqua ardiente de Caf- 
tilla, cordials and wine : of all which they drink freely during the entertainment, height- 
ening the pleafure by the variety ; but the Europeans generally prefer wine. 

Tne cuftom ®f drinking punch has lately increafed confiderably in this city ; and, 
when drunk in moderation, is found to agree very well with the conftitutions of this 
climate. Accordingly it has obtained greatly among perfons of diftinftion, who gene- 
rally drink a glals of it at eleven, and again in the evening ; thus allaying their tnirft, 
and at the fame time correcting the water, which, bcfides the difagreeable tafte com- 
municated to it by heat, promotes an exceffive perfpiration : and this cuftom is fo pre- 
vailing, that even the ladies punctually obferve it ; and the quantity both of acid and 
fpirit being but fmall, it becomes equally wholefome and refrefhing. 


CHAP. VIII. — Extent of the Jurifdiftion of Guayaquil. 

THE molt northern part of the jurifdiftion of Guayaquil begins at Cape Paffado, fo 
called from its lying 21' fouth of the equinoctial, and about half a degree north of the 
bay of Manta. From this cape it continues all along the coaft, including the iile of 
Puna, to the town of Machala on the coaft of Tumbez, where it is terminated by the 
jurifdiCtion of Piura. From thence it runs away eaftward, and is bounded by that of 
Cuenca ; and then, turning northwards along the weftern Ikirts of the Andes, it termi- 
nates on thofe of Bamba and Chimbo. Its length, from north to fouth, is about lixty 
leagues, and its breadth, from eaft to weft, forty or forty-five ; reckoning from the 
point of Santa Elena to the parts called Ojibar. Its whole country, like that in the 
neighbourhood of the city, is one continued plain, and in winter univerfally overflow- 
ed. It is divided into feven lieutenancies or departments, for each of which the corre- 
gidor appoints a lieutenant or deputy, who, however, muft be confirmed by the audi- 
ence or Quito. Thefe departments are, Puerto Viejo, Punta de Santa Elena, Puna, 
Yaguache, Babahoyo, Baba, and Daule. 

The lieutenancy de San Gregorio de Puerto Viejo is bounded northward by the go- 
vernment of Atacatnes, and fouthward by the lieutenancy of Sanra Elena. Its capital 
of the fame name, though fmall, thinly peopled, and poor, enjoys the privileges of a 
city, and includes the towns of Monte Chrifto, Picoafa, Charapoto, and Xipijapa. 
Thefe have their particular priefts, who are likewife ihe fpiritual directors of all the 
fmaller villages in this diftrift. 

The town of Monte Chrifto flood at firft in the bay of Manta, and was called by 
that name. # It had then a confiderable commerce by means of v( Ms palling from Pa- 
nama to the, ports of Peru ; but, having been pillaged and deftroyed by fome foreign 
adventurers, who infefted thofe feas, the inhabitants removed it to the foot of Monte 
Chrifto, where it now Hands, and frorrt' whenee it has its name. 
t-Some tobacco is planted in this jurifdiftion, but is not much efteemed ; and the 
reft of its produfts, f B8 wax, cotton, and pita, are barely fufiicient to fupport its inha- 
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bitants, "though they are far from being numerous ; occafioned by the general poverty 
which reigns through all its towns and villages. The kinds of timber natural to fuch 
hot and moift countries grow here in prodigious quantities. 

Formerly along the coaft, and in the bay belonging to this lieutenancy, was a confider- 
able pearl filhery ; but it has been totally difcontinued for fome years ; occafioned partly 
from the dangers the divers were expofed to, from the mantas and tintoreas already 
defcribed ; and partly from the poverty of th^ inhabitants of this country, who, being 
in general Indians and carts, want ability to purchafe Negroes for this occupation. 
The bay has probably its name from the great number of mantas in thofe parts, efpe- 
cially as the common employment of the inhabitants is the taking of that fiih, which 
they fait, and carry into the inland provinces. The Europeans cannot help admiring 
their dexterity in this kind of filhery, which they carry on in the following manner : 
they throw into the water a log of wood, fuch as they ufe in making, a balza, lieing 
about five or fix yards in length, and near a foot in diameter, and fumcient to bear the 
weight afligned it, which is a net lying acrofs one end of it, while an Indian Hands in 
an ered pofitjon on the other ; and, by help of a canalete or oar, puts off to fca, to the 
diftance of half a league ^or more, where he fhoots his net. Another Indian, who 
follows him on a fimilar log, takes hold of the rope fattened to one end of the net ; 
and when the whole is extended, they both move towards the land, where their part- 
ners wait to draw the net afhore. And here one cannot help obferving with aftonifli- 
ment the dexterity and agility of the Indians, in maintaining an equilibrium on round 
logs, where, by the continual agitations of the fea, they mutt be always changing their 
pofition, and making different motions with their body ; and what ftill heightens the 
difficulty is, that he is obliged, at the fame time, to mind both his oar and the net, in 
drawing it towards the land. They are indeed excellent fwimmers ; fo that if they 
happen (which is very feldom) to flip off, they are foon on the log again, and in their 
former pofture ; at leaf!, they are in no danger of being lhipwrecked. 

I fliall place Punta de Santa Elena as the fecond lieutenancy, becaufe it joins to the 
fouth part of the former. It extends all along the weftern coaft from the ifles of Plata 
and Salango, to the fame Punta de Santa Elena ; from thence it ftretchcs along the 
north coaft, formed by the bay of Guayaquil ; comprehending in this extent the towns 
of Punta, Chongon, Morro, Colonche, and Chandui. At Chongoifand Morro two 
priefts refide, to whofe parifhes the others belong. The lieutenant, inverted with the civil 
government, refides in the town of Punta, two leagues from the port, where there are 
indeed warehoufes, or rather Iheds, for receiving fait and other goods, but no dwclling- 
houfes. 

The port of Punta has fo many falt-works, that it fupplies the whole province of 
Quito and jurifdidion of Guayaquil. The fait is not the fineft, but remarkably corn- 
pad, and anfwers very well the principal intention, that of faking flelh. 

On the coaft belonging to this lieutenancy is found that exquuite purple, fo highly 
efteemed among the ancients ; but the fifh from which it was taken, having been either 
unknown or forgotten, many moderns have imagined the fpecies to be extind. This 
colour,, however, is found in a fpecies of Ihell-fiih growing on rocks wafhed by the fea. 
They are fomething larger than a nut, and are replete witjj a juice, probably the blood, 
which, when exprefled, is the true purple ; for if a thread of cotton, Or aqy thing of 
a Similar kind, be dipt in this liquor, it becomes of a moft vivid colour, which repeated 
walkings are fo far from obliterating, that they rather improve it; nor does it fade by 
wearing. < The jurifdidion of the port of Nicoya, in the province.; of Guatemala, al.4 
affords this fpecies of turbines, the juice of which is alfo ufed in dying cotton thread*, 
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and, in feveral parts, for ribands, laces, and other ornaments. Stuffs dyed with 
this purple are alfo highly valued. This precious juice is extracted by’ different 
methods. Some take the filh out of its fhell, and, laying it on the hack of 
their hand, prefs it with a knife from the head to the tail, feparatiug that part of 
the body into which the comprellion has forced the juice, and throw away the 
reft. In this manner they proceed, till they have provided themfeivc- with a fufpoient 
quantity. Then they draw the threads through the liquor, which is the whole proofs. 
But the purple tinge does not immediately appear, the juice being at firft of a milky 
colour ; it then changes to green ; and, laflly, into this celebrated purple. Others 
purfue a different method in extrading the colour ; for they neither kill the filh, nor 
take it entirely out of its Ihell ; but fqueeze it fo hard as to exprefs a juice, with which 
they dye the thread, and afterwards replace the filh on the rock whence it was taken. 
Some time after it undergoes a fecond operation ; but without yielding fo much juice 
as at firft ; and at the third or fourth very little, by which means the filh is exhaufted 
beyond recovery. In 1 744, being in the lieutenancy of Santa Elena, I had the fatis- 
fadion to fee this liquor extraded according to the firft procefs, and fome threads dyed 
with it. This purple is far from being fo common as fome authors have imagined ; for, 
though the filh increafes, yet fo large a quantity is neceffary to dye a few ounces of 
thread, that little of it is feen ; and, indeed, its great price is partly owing to its fcar- 
city. Another circumltance worthy of obfervation, and which increafes or diminilhes 
the value, is the difference of weight and colour of the cotton dyed with it, according 
to the different hours of the day. I could not find any fatisfadory account of this 
property at Punta de Santa* Elena, where the inhabitants, being lei's curious, have not 
carried their fpeculations fo far as to be acquainted with this remarkable Angularity ; 
whereas at Nicoya it is fo well known, that the dealers in it, both buyers and fellers, 
are exadly acquainted with the times of its increafe or decreafe, fo that one of the firft 
preliminaries to a contrad is, to fettle the time when it lhall be weighed. From this 
alteration of the weight of the purple thread at Nicoya it may be inferred, that the 
fame happens at Punta de Santa Elena ; the turbines at both places being exadly of the 
fame fpecies, and without the leaft vifible difference in colour. Another very remark- 
able particular ^elating to its tind, and which I have heard from perfons of undoubted 
veracity, is, that the colour of a thread of flax is very different from that of a thread 
of cotton. It would, therefore, be proper, to make repeated experiments, on threads 
of filk, flax, and wool. . 

Some, by faying that the fifli, from whence this dye is extraded, breeds in a fhell, 
by which either the flat or acaracolada or fpirJ may be underftood ; it may not be im- 
proper to remark that it is the laft fpecies, and, accordingly 1 1 ’ cotton tinged with this 
juice, is called Caracolillo. This department alfo abounds in iruits, cattle of all kinds, 
wax,. and fifh j fo that the inhabitants have vc-y profitable motives for induftry ; accord- 
ingly it is very populous, and though it does not abound in towns, the number of in- 
habitants far exceeds that of the preceding government, and the harbour of Punta is 
much frequented by veffels, that is, by fuch as trade between Panama and the ports of 
Peru, in order to purchafe different kinds of provifions, as calves, kids, fowl, and other 
kinds, of whigh there is here a great plenty. Veffels belong!.^ to the merchants of 
Guayaquil of two hundred tons, load here with fait ; a trade which, from the cheap- 
nefs of that commodity, turns to a very good accdUnt. 

The next lieutenancy fouthward is’ Puna, an iiland in the mouth of Guayaquil river. 
It extends north-eaft and fouth-weft between fix and feven leagues, and is of a quadri- 
lateral figure. , According to an ancient tradition, its inhabitants were once between 
twelve and fourteen thoufand : but, at prefent, it has only one fmall town, fituated at 
vol. xiv. * 3 f the 
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the head Of its harbour in the north-eaft part ; and the few inhabitants confxft chiefly 
of carts, and iome Spaniards, but very few Indians. To this lieutenancy has been 
annexed the town of Machala, on the court of Tumbez, together with that of Naran* 

' jal, the landing-place of the river of the fame name, called alfothe Suya ; near which is 
a road leading to the juriftlittions of Cuenca and Alaurt. But neither of theft; towns 
is in a more nouriftung condition than that on the ifiand. In the latter rdide both the 
lieutenant and prieft, to whom the others are lubjcd, both in civil and ecclefiaftical 
affairs; Puna not only being the principal town, but great fliips, by reafon of the 
depth of its harbour, load there, which cannot be done at Guayaquil, on account of 
the fund in its liver ; while others come there to load with wood. 

The juiifdittions of Machala and Manaranjol produce great quantities of cacao, and 
that of the former is cfteemed the bell in ail Guayaquil. In its lieigi bom hood, as*in 
the ifland ol Puna, are gi eat numbers ol mangles, or mangrove trees, whole interwoven 
branches and thick trunks cover all thole plains; which, lying low, are frequently 
ovei flowed. As this tree is little known in Euiupe, it mull not be palled over without 
a Ihort defcription. 

Ihe mangrove is fo far different from other trees, that it requires a foil daily over- 
flowed by the lea. Accordingly, when the water is ebbed away from the Ipots where 
the mangroves thrive, they exhale very difagreeable effluvia from their muddy furface. 
This tree no fooner appears above the ground, than it divides itfelf into very knotty and 
dirtorted branches ; and from each knot germinates a .multitude of others, increafing 
fo as to foim, when grown up, an impenetrable thicket. Nor is it poflible to difeern 
the fltoots belonging to the principal branches ; for, befides this entangk d labyrinth, 
thofe of the fifth or fixth production are equal in magnitude to thofe of the firll, which 
is generally of an inch and a half or two inches in diameter ; and all fo flexible, that 
the only method of fevering them is by fome edged tool. 1 hough they extend them- 
felves nearly horizontally, yet the trunk and piincipal branches incrcaie both in height 
and thicknefs. Its leaves are very frnall, in proportion to the blanches, not being 
above an inch and a half or two inches in length, oval, thick, and of a pale green. 
Theufual height of the principal Items of the mangrove is eighteen or twenty yards, 
ten or twelve utches in diameter, and covered with a thin, rou^h bark. »But its wood is 
lo folid and heavy, that it finks in watet, and, when ufed in fliips or vtifels, is found 
very durable, being not fubjeft either to fplit or rot.* 

The Indians here pay their annual tribute in the wood of the mangrove, which is 
ufed occafionally in fuch works as its nature is beft adapted to. 

Tlte lieutenancy of Yaguache is at the mouth of the river of the fame name, which 
falls info that of Guayaquil on the fouth fide ; and has its rile from the Ikirrs of the 
Cordillera, fouth of the river Bamba. Its jurifdidion contains thrte towns ; the piinci- 
pal, that where the cuftom-houfe is erefted, is San Jacinto de Yagu.it he; the two others 
are Notifa and Antonche. To thefe belong two priefts, one refidihg at Yaguache, and 
the other at Noufa. Though thefe towns are but thinly inhabited, the farms and 
country have great numbers, paifitularly of the poorer fort. 

The chief prouu&ion of Yaguache is wood, and a little cacao : but cattle and cotton 
are the principal objc&s of their attention. 

* The mangrove (hoots out collateral bflfcches, which bend down, take root, and put out others which 
do the fame, lo that o..e tree in a few years covers a large fpace of ground. Thofe ftems that are within 
the reach of high-water mark are generally covered with a imall kind of oyfter, called Mangrove- oyftcrs, 
which am eaten by the natives. The bark of the tree is ufed to tan leather, in which it fnccaeds very 
well, but gives the leather a much higher colour than oak bark. A. 
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Babahoyo, a name fufficiently know n in all th?fe countries, it being the Teat of the 
grand cuftom-houfc for every thing going into the Cordillera, or coming from thence, 
has a very large jurifdi&ion, in which, befides the principal town, are thofe of Ujiba, 
Caracol, Quilea, and Mangaches ; the two laft border on the Cordillera, and are a con- 
fiderable diftance from Ujiba, where the pried refides during the winter, removing in 
the dimmer to Babahoyo, w'hich, befides its fettled inhabitants, has always a great 
number of traders from other parts. 

The country of this jurifdictinn, being level and low, on the firft fwellings of the 
rivers Caluma, Ujiba, and Caracol, is overflowed to a prodigious diftance, though at 
different depths, particularly at Babahoyo, where the waters rife to the firft ftory of the 
houfes, fo that during the winter it is entirely fin Taken. 

The country of this jurifdidtion, as well as that of Baba, contiguous to it, abounds 
uf fuch numbers of cacao plantations, that many are neglected, and their fruit left to 
* the monkies and other animals, which are thus happily provided for by the fpontaneous 
fertility of the ground, without any afliftance from agriculture. It alfo produces cot- 
ton, rice, Guinea pepper, and a great variety of fruits. It has likewife large droves of 
black cattle, horl’es, and mules, which, during the time the country is under water, are 
kept in the mountains ; but, as foon as the lands are dry, are driven down to fatten on 
the gamalotes, a plant of fuch luxuriance, as to cover entirely the ground ; ,its height 
exceeds two yards and a half. It alfo grows fo thick, as to preclude all paffage, even 
along the paths made by the traders. 

The blade of the gamalote refembles that of barley, but -longer, broader, thicker, and 
rougher. The green is deep, but lively, and the ftalk diverfified with knots, from which 
the leaves, which are ftrong, and fomething above two lines in diameter, have their 
origin. When the gamalote is at its full growth, the height of water during the floods, 
by rifmg above its top, preffes it down, and rots it, fo that, when the waters ebb away, 
the earth feems covered with it ; but at the firft imprelfion of the fun it (hoots again, 
and in a few days abounds in the fame plenty as before. One thing remarkable 
in it is, that, though it proves fo nourifhing to the cattle of this diftriS, it is very 
noxious to thofe from the Cordillera, as has been often experienced. 

Baba is one of the largeft lieutenancies of Guayaquil, reaching to the ikirts of the 
Cordillera, ornhe mountains of Anga Marca, belonging to the jurifdi&ion of Lata- 
cunga, or, according to the Indian pronunciation, Llatacunga. Befides the princi- 
pal town of the fame name, it has others annexed to it, fo far as to be under one 
prieft, who, with the corregidor’s lieutenant, refides continually at Baba. Formerly, 
the river of the fame name ran clofe by this town ; but Don En Vinces having cut 
a canal for watering the cacao plantations on his eftate, i.'ie river inclining more to 
this courfe than its former, it was found impoffible to ftop it ; fo that, leaving its 
original channel, it has ever fince continued to run in a courfe fome diftance from 
the town. The other two places are San Lorenzo and Palenque, both at a great 
diftance from the capital, and near the Cordillera, fo that their Indian inhabitants 
are but -little civilized. 

The cacao tree, which, as I have already obferved, abounds in this diftriS, inftead 
of being only four or five, according to l'ome authors, who j^ftibly faw it when very 
-young, is generally not leis than eighteen or twenty feet high. It begins from the 
ground to divide itfelf into four or five Items, according to the vigour of the root, from 
whence they all proceed* They are generally between four and feven inches in dia- 
ineter ; but their firft growth is in an oblique dire&ion, fo that the branches are all ex- 
H a n d ed and feparated from- -one another. The length of the leaf is between four and 
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fix inches, and its breadth three or four. It is very fmooth, foft, and terminates in a 
point, like that of the China orange tree, but wi|h fome difference in colour, the former 
being of a dull green, and has nothing of the glofs obfervable on the latter ; nor is the 
tree fo full of leaves as that of the orange. From the fteni, as well as the branches, 
grow the pods which contain the cacao. The firft appearance is a white bloffom, not 
very large, whofe piftil contains the embryo of the pod, which grows to the length of 
fix or feven inches, and four or five in breadth, refembling a cucumber in fhape ; and 
ftriated in a longitudinal direftion, but deeper than the cucumber. The pods are not 
precifely of the above dimenfions, nor are they always proportionate to the ftem or 
branch, to which they adhere in the form of excrefcences, fome being much fmaller ; 
and it is not extraordinary to fee one of the lead fize on the principal trunk, and one 
prodigioufly large near the extremity of a flender branch. But it is obferved that, when 
two grow in contact, one of them attra&s all the nutritive juice, and thrives on the 
decay of the other. 

The colour of the pod while growing is green, nearly refembling that of the leaf, but 
when arrived at its full perfection, it gradually changes to a yellow. The fhell which 
covers it is thin, fmooth, and clear. When the fruit is arrived at its full growth, it is 
gathered ; and being cut into flices, its pulp appears white and juicy, with fmall feeds 
regularly arranged, and at that time of no greater confidence than the reft of the pulp, 
but whiter, and contained by a very fine delicate membrane, full of liquor, refembling 
milk, but tranfparent, and fomething vifcid ; at this time it may be eaten like any other 
fruit. Its tafte is a fweetifli acid ; but in this country is thought to be promotive of 
fevers. The yellownefs of the pod indicates that the cacao begins to feed on its fub- 
ftance, to acquire a greater confiftence, and that the feeds begin to fill ; the colour 
gradually fading till they are fully completed, when the dark-brown colour of the fhell, 
into which the yellow' has deviated, indicates that it is a proper time to gather it. The 
thicknefs of the fhell is now about two lines, and each feed found inclofed in one of 
the compartments formed by the tranfverfe membranes of the pod. After gathering 
the fruit, it is opened, and the feeds taken out and laid on (kins kept for that pur- 
pofe, or more generally on vijahua leaves, and left in the air to dry. When fully 
dried, they arc put into leather bags, feat to market, and fold by the carga or 
load, which is equal to eighty-one pounds ; but the price is far from fixed, being 
fometimfcs fold for fix or eight rials per carga, though lefs than the charge of 
gathering: but the general price is between three and four dollars, and, at the time 
of the armadas, when the demand is very large, rifes in proportion. 

This tree produces its fruit twice a year, and in the fame plenty and goodnefs. 
The quantity gathered throughout the whole jurifdiftion of Guayaquil amounts at 
lead to 50,000 cargas. 

The cacao trees delight fo exceflively in water, that the ground where they are 
planted muft be reduced to a mire, and, if not carefully fupplied with water, they 
die. They muft alfo be planted in the fhade, or at leaft defended from the per- 
pendicular rays of the fun ; accordingly, they are always placed near other larger 
trees, under the (helter of which they grow and flourim. No foil can be better 
adapted to the nature of thefe trees than that of Guayaquil, as it favours them in 
both refpe&s ; in the former, as confiding wjiolly of favannahs or wide plains, over- 
flowed in winter, and in dimmer plentifully watered by canals ; and, with regard to 
the latter, it abounds in other trees, which afford them the requifite (helter. 

j%I 1 the care needfary in the culture of this tree confifts in clearing the ground frorti 
wpeds and flirubs abounding in fo wet a foil : and this is fo needfary, that, if 
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neglected, in a few years' thefe vegetables will deftroy the cacao plantations, by robbing 
the foil of all its nourifhment. 

The laft lieutenancy to be defcribed, is that of Daule. The principal town is of the 
fame name, and wafhed by the river, to which it owes its appellation. It contains 
many fpacious houfes belonging to the inhabitants of Guayaquil. It is alfo the refidence 
of a lieutenant and a parifh prieft, having under their infpe&ion the two towns of Santa 
Lucia and Valfar. Here are a great number of plantations of tobacco and fugar-canes, 
cacao, and cotton ; together with large orchards of fruit-trees, and extenfive 
corn-fields. 

The river Daule, which, like that of Baba, difcharges itfelf into Guayaquil river, is 
very large, and on both a great trade is carried on with that city. By the former, it 
receives the great plenty and variety of fummer fruits, and a confiderable part of the 
plantancs, which conftitute the bread ufed there during the whole year. Though great 
quantities of tobacco grow in other parts of the jurifdittion of Guayaquil, yet none 
equals that of Daule. 

The bufincls of grazing is followed in all thefe lieutenancies ; but more or lefs, in 
proportion to their extent, the nature of the foil, and the conveniency of driving the 
cattle to the mountains, beyond the reach of the inundations. 


CHAP. IX. — Dcfcription of the River of Guayaquil , and of the Vejfels trading on it. 

THE river of Guayaquil being the channel of the commerce of that place, it will be 
proper to give fome account of it, in order to aflift the reader in forming an idea of the 
trade carried on in that city. 

The diftance of the navigable part of this river, from the city to the cuftom-houfe at 
Babahoyo, the place where the goods are landed, is, by thofe who have long frequented 
it, commonly divided into reaches, of which there are twenty, its courfe being wholly 
ferpentine; but to Caracol, the landing-place in winter, there are twenty-four reaches, 
the longeft of which are the three neareft the city ; and thefe may be about two leagues 
and a half in length, but the others not above one. Whence it may be inferred, on 
an average, that the diftance, meafured on the furface of the river, between Guayaquil 
and the cuftom-houfe of Babahoyo, is twenty-four leagues and a half, and to Caracal 
twenty-eight and a half. The time requifite to perform this paflage is very different, 
according to the feafon, and nature of the vcffel. During the winter, a chata generally 
takes up eight days in going from Guayaquil to Caracol, being againft the current of 
the river ; whereas two days are fufficient to perform the paflage downwards. In 
fummer a light canoe goes up in three tides, and returns in lit! !e more than two ; the 
fame may be faid of other veffels, the paflage downwards being always performed in 
much lcls time than the other, on account of the natural current of the river, in the 
reaches near the cuftom-houfe, where the ftrongeft flood only flops the water from' 
running downwards. 

The diftance from Guayaquil to Ifla Verde, fituated at the mouth of the river in 
Puna bay, is by pilots computed at about fix leagues, and divid d, like the other part, 
into reaches ; and from Ilia Verde to Puna three leagues : fo that the whole diftance 
from Caracol, the moll inland part up the river, to that of Puna, is thirty-feven 
leagues and a. half. Between Ifla Verde and Puna it widens fo prodigioufly, that the 
horizon towards the north and fouth is bounded by the fky, except in fome few parts 
northwards, where the plantations of mangroves are perceived. ^ 
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The mouth of the river at the Ifla Verde is about a league in breadth, and even 
fomething broader at Guayaquil, above which it contracts itfelf as it advances nearer 
the mountains, and forms other creeks, the mouth of one of "which, called Eftero de 
Santay, faces the city ; another, termed Lagartos, is near the cuftom-houfe at Baba,- 
hoyo. Thefe are the largeit, and at the fame time extend to fuch a diftance from the 
principal river, as to form very confiderable iflands. 

The tides, as we have before obferved, in fummer-time reach up to the cuftom-houfe, 
Checking the velocity of the waters, and confequently caufing them to fwell ; but. in 
winter, the current being ftronger and more rapid, this increife of the water is vifible 
only in the reaches near Guayaquil ; and in three or four different times of the year 
the great velocity of the current renders the tides imperceptible : the firft of this feafon 
happens about Chriftnras. 

The principal caufe of the fwellings of this river arifes from the torrents rufhing 
down from the Cordillera into it. For though rain is frequent here, great part of the water 
is received by its lakes, or ffagnates on the plains : fo that the increafe of the river is en- 
tirely owing to the torrents from the mountains. 

One particular inconvenience of thefe floods is, their fhifting the banks of fund lying 
between the city and Ilia Verde ; fo that no fhips of any confiderable burden can go 
up with fafety, without continually founding with the lead, unlefs care has been taken 
^to mark the banks fince their laft change. 

The borders of this river, Iikethofe of Yaguache, Baba, and Daule, as well as thofe 
of the creeks and canals, are decorated with country-feats, and cottages of poor people 
of all cafts, having here both the convenience of fiihing and agriculture ; and the in- 
termediate fpaces filled with fuch a variety of thickets, that art would find it difficult to 
imitate the delightful landfcape here exhibited by nature. 

The principal and moft uncommon materials ufed in buildings on thefe rivers, are 
canes, whofe dimenfions and other particulars fhall be taken notice of in their place. 
Thefe alfo form the inward parts, as walls, floors, and rails of the flairs ; the larger 
boufes differ only in fome of the principal pieces, which are of wood. Their method 
of building is, to fix in earth, eight, ten, or twelve pieces of wood, more or lefs, 
according to the dimenfions of the houfe, forked at the top, and of a proper length, all 
the apartments being on the firft ftory, without any ground floor. • Beams are then 
laid acrofs on thefe forks, at the diftance of four or five yards from the ground. On 
thefe beams canes are laid in fuch a manner as to form a kind of rafters, and over 
thefe boards of the fame canes a foot and a half in breadth, which form as firm and 
handfome a flooring as if of wood. The partitions of the feveral apartments are of the 
lame materials, buc the outer walls are generally latticed, for the free admiflion of 
the air. The principal beams of the roof of large houfes are of timber, the rafters of 
cane, with fmaller, in a tranfverfe direction, and over thefe vijahua leaves.* Thus a 
houfe is built at very little expenfe, though containing all the neceffary conveniences. 
With regard to the poorer fort, every one’s own labour fuffices to procure him a 
habitation. He goes up a creek in a fmall canoe, and from the firft wood cuts down as 
many canes, vijahuas, and bejucos,f as he wants, and, bringing the whole to the 
ihore, he makes a balza or float, on which he loads his other materials, and faljs 
down the river to the place where he intends to erett his cottage. After which, 

he begins his work, faftening with bejucos thofe parts which are ufually nailed j and, 

* 

* This leaf is three or four feet long, and about one broad. A* 
t A long pliant twig, ufed as a cord by the natives ; deferibed Book V, Ch. I. A. 
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in a few days, finilhes it in the completeft manner. Some of thefe cottages are almoft 
equal in dimenfions to thofe of timber. 

The lower part* both of thefe houfes, as well as thofe in the greater part of the 
jurifdi&ion of Guayaquil (which are of the fame form), are cxpofed to ail winds, 
being entirely open, without having any wall, or fence, except the polls or ftancheons 
"by which the building is fupported. For wiiatever coll was expended on the ground 
floor, it would be wholly ufelefs in the winter, when all the country is turned to mud. 
Such houfes, however, as Hand beyond the reach of inundations, have ground floors, 
walled and finifhed like the other apartments, and ferve as warchoufes for goods; but 
thofe within the inundations are built, as it were, in the air, the water having a free 
paffage under them. Ail the inhabitants have their canoes for palling from one houfe 
to another, and are fo dexterous in the management of thefe fluffs, that a little girl 
ventures alone in a boat fo fmall and flight, that any one lefs fkilful would overfet in 
flopping into it, and without fear crofles rapid currents, which an expert failor, not 
accuftoiiv d to them, would find very difficult. 

The continual rains in winter, and the flightnefs of the materials with which thefe 
houfes are built, render it neceflary to repair them during the hummer ; but thofe of 
the poorer fort, which are low, mull be every year rebuilt, efpecially thofe parts 
which confilt of cane, bejuco, and vijahua, while the principal ftancheons, which form 
the foundation, Hill continue ferviceafle, and able to receive the new materials. 

From the houfes I proceed to give an account of the velfels, which (omitting the 
chatas and canoes common) are called Balzas, i. e. rafts. The name fufficiently 
explains their conltruftion, but not the method of managing them, which thefe Indians, 
llrangers to the arts and fciences, have learned from neceflity. 

Thefe Balzas, called by the Indians Jungadas, * are cotnpofed <jf five, feven, or 
nine beams of a fort of wood, which, though known here only by the name of Balza, 
the Indians of Darien called Puero ; and, in all appearance, is the ferula of the Latins, 
mentioned by Columella ; Pliny takes notice of two fpecios of it, the lefler by the 
Greeks called Nartechia, and the larger Narthea, which grows to a great height. 
Nebrija calls it in Spanilh Canua Beja or Canna Heja. Don George Juan, who faw it 
growing in Malta, found no other difference betwixt it and the Balza or Puero, only 
the Canna Beja* called ferula by the Maltefe, is much fmaller. The Balza is a 
whitilh foft wood, and fo very light, that a boy can eafily carry a log of three or four 
yards in length and a foot in diameter. Yet, of this wood are formed the Janjades or 
Balzas, already mentioned. Over part of it is a llrung tilt formed of reeds. Inilead 
of a mall, the fail is hoifleii on two poles or Iheers of mangrove wood, and thofe which 
carry a forefail ha ve two othqf poles erefted in the fame manner. 

Balzas are not only ufed on rivers, but fmall voyages art; made at fea in them, and 
fometimes they go as far as Paita. Their dimenfions being different, they are alfo 
applied to different ufes ; fome of them being filhing Balzas ; feme carry all kinds of 
goods from the cultom-houfe to Guayaquil, and from thence to Puna, the Salto de 
Tumbez, and Paita ; and others, of a more curious and elegant conftru&ion, ferve 
for removing families to their eicates and country -ho ufes, having,,.; fame convenience 
as on fliore, not befog the leall agitated on the river ; and that they have fuflicient 
room for accommodations, may be inferred from the length of the beams, which are 
twelve or thirteen toifes and about two feet or more fo diameter : fo that the nine 

* They ate the f ame that are called Citamorans in the Eaft Indies. A. 
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beams of which they confift, form a breadth of between twenty and twenty-four 
Paris feet 1 and proportional in thofe of feven, or any other number of beams. 

Thefe beams are fattened or laflied together by bejucos, and fo fecurely, that with 
the crofs-pieces at each end, which are alfo lalhed with all poffible ftrength, they refift 
the rapidity of the currents in their voyages to the coaft of Tumbez and Paita. The 
Indians are fo fkilful in fecuring them, that they never loofen, notwithftanding the 
continual agitation ; though by their neglefl in examining the condition of the bejucos, 
whether they are not rotten or worn, fo as to require others, there are fome melan- 
choly inftances of Balzas, which, in bad weather, have feparated, and, by that means, 
the cargo lott, and the paffengcrs drowned. With regard to the Indians, they never 
fail of getting on ope of the beams, which is fufficient for them to make their way to 
the next port. One or two unfortunate accidents of this kind happened even while 
we were in the jurifdidtion of Quito, purely from the favage carelelfnefs of the 
Indians. 

The thickcft beam of thofe which compofe the Balza, is placed fo as to projett 
bejond the other in its after-part ; and to this are laflied the firft beams on each fide, 
and thus, fucceffively, till the whole areJecured ; that in the middle being the prin- 
cipal piece, and thence the number of beams is always odd. The larger fort of Balzas 
Igenerally carry between four and five hundred quintals, without being damaged by 
the proximity of the water ; for the waves of tne fea never run over the Balza ; nei- 
ther does the water fplalh up between the beams, the Balza always following the motion 
of the water. 

Hitherto we have only mentioned the conftru&ion and the ufes they are applied to ; but 
the greateft Angularity of this floating vehicle is, that it fails, tacks, and works as well in 
contrary winds, as fliips with a keel, and makes very little lee-way. This advantage 
it derives from another method of fleering than by a rudder ; namely, by fome boards, 
three or four yards in length, and half a yard in breadth, called Guaras, which are 
placed vertically, both in the head and ftern between the main beams, and by fhruft- 
ing fome of thefe deep in the water, and raifmg others, they bear away, luff up, tack, 
lie to, and perform all the other motions of a regular fliip : an invention hitherto un- 
known to the moft intelligent nations of Europe, and of which even the Indians know 
only the mechanifm, their uncultivated minds having never examined into the rationale 
of it. Had this method of tteering been fooner Known in Europe, it would have 
alleviated the diftrefs of many a lhipwreck, by Taving numbers of lives; as in 1730, 
the Genovefa, one of His Majefty’s frigates, being loft on the Vibora, the fhip’s com- 
pany made a raft; but committing themfelves to the waves, without any means of 
directing their courfe, they only added fome melancholjiminutes to the term of their 
exiftence. Such attesting inftances induced me to explain the reafon and foundation 
of this method of tteering, in order to render it of ufe in fuch calamitous jundlures ; 
and, that I may perform it with the greater accuracy, I ihall make ufe of a Ihort 
memoir, drawn up by Don George Juan. 

The direction, fays he, in which a fhip moves before the wind, is perpendicular to 
the fail, as Meff. Renau, in the Tbeorie de Manoeuvres , chap. ii. art. f. Bernoulli » 
cap. i. art. 4. Pitot > fed. ii. aft. 13. have demonftrated. And re-adtion being contrary 
and equal to the action, the force with which the/ water oppofes the motion of the 
veflel, will be applied in a perpendicular direction to the fail, and continued from lee- 
ward to windward, impelling with more force a greater body than a fmaller, in pro- 
portion to the fuperficies, and the fquares of the fines of the angle of incidence, fup- 
pofing their velocities equal. Whence it follows, that a Guara being (hoved down in 
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the fore-part of the veffel, nuift make her luff up ; and by taking it out, flie will bear 
away or rail off. Likewife on a guara’s being fhoved down at the ftem, Ihe will bear 
away ; and by taking it out of the water, the balza will luff, or keep nearer. to the 
wind. Such is the method ufed by the Indians in fleering the balzas ; and 
they ufe five or fix guaras, to prevent the balza from making lee-way ; it being 
evident, that the more they are under water, the greater refiftance the fide of the 
yeffel meets with ; the guaras performing the office of lee-boards, ufed in finall veffels. 
The method of fleering by thefe guaras is fo eafy and fimple, that when once the 
balza is put in her proper courfe, one only is made ufe of, railing or lowering it as 
accidents require ; and thus the balza is always kept in her intended dire&ion. 

We have before obferved, that this river and its creeks abound in filh, which for 
fome time in -the year afford employment for the Indians and Mulattos inhabiting its 
banks, and for which they prepare towards the end of furnmer, having then fown and 
reaped the produce of their little farms. All their preparatives confift in examining 
their balzas, giving them the neceffary repairs, and putting up a frelh tilt of vijahua 
leaves. This being finilhed, they take on board the neceffary quantity of fait, har- 
poons, and darts. With regard to their provifion, it confifts only of maize, plantanes, 
and hung-beef. Every thing being ready, they put on board the balzas, their canoes, 
their families, and the little furniture they are mailers of. With regard to the cattle^ 
and horfes, of which every one has a few, they are driven up to winter in the 
mountains. ^ 

The Indians now fleer awaj to the mouth of fome creek, where they expert to take 
a large quantity of filh, and flay there during the whole time of the filhery, unlefs they 
are difappointed in their expectations ; in which cafe they fleer away to another, till 
they have taken a fufficient quantity, when they return to their former habitations ; 
but not without taking with them vijahua leaves, bejucos, and canes, for making the 
neceffary repairs. When the communication is opened with the provinces of the Cor- 
dilleras, and the cattle begin to return into the plains, they carry their filh to the 
cuftom-houfe of Babahoyo, where they fell it ; and with the produce, purchafe baize, 
tucuyo, and other fluffs, for clothing themfelves and families. 

Their method^ of filhing is thus : Having moored their balza near the mouth of a 
creek, they take their canoes, with fome harpoons and fpears, and on fight of a filh 
make towards it, till they arrive at a proper diftance, when they throw their fpear at it 
with fuch dexterity, that they feldom mifs; and if the place abounds in filh, they 
load their canoes in three or four hours, when they return to their balzas to fait and 
cure them. Sometimes, efpecially in places where the creeks form a kind of lake, they 
make ufe of a certain herb called Barbafco, which they chew, mix with fome bait, 
and fcatter about on the water. The juice of this herb is fo ftrong, that the filh on 
eating a very little of it become inebriated, fo as to float on the furface of the water, 
when the Indians have no other trouble than to take .hem up. This, juide is actually 
fetal to the fmaller filh, and the larger do not recover for fome time ; and even thefe, 
if they have eaten a confiderable quantity, perilh. It is natural to think, that filh 
caught in thip tnanner mull be prejudicial to health: but expel. *ce proves the con- 
trary, and accordingly the moft amorous make no difficulty of eating them. Their 
next method of filhing is with nets ; when they form themfelves into companies, for the 
better management or them. 

The largelt fort of filh caught here is called Bagre, fome of which are a yard and a 
half long ; but flabby, and of an ill tafte, fo that they are never eaten frelh. The 
Robalo, a fort of large trout, is the moft palatable; but being only taken in the 
vol . xiv. 3 g creelcs 
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creeks a great way above Guayaquil, the diftance will not admit their bemgbroughtfo 
that dty. • .. 

The increafe of filh in this river is greatly hindered' by thfe proffigfous ^ 
alligators, an amphibious creature living both in the rivers, and the adjacent plains, 
though it is not often known to go far from the banks of the river. When tired wilh 
filhing, they leave the water to balk themfelves in the fun, and then appear more like 
logs of half rotten wood thrown aihore by the current, than liying creatures ; but 
upon perceiving any veflel near them, they immediately throw themfelves into the 
Water. Some are of fo monftrous a fize as to exceed five yards in length. During 
the time they lie balking on the Ihore, they keep their huge mouths wide open, dll 
filled with mofehitos, flies, and other infe&s, when they fuddenly Ihut their jaws and 
fwallow their prey. Whatever may have been written with regard to the fiercenefs 
and rapacity of this animal, I and all our company know, from experience, they ■avoid 
a man, and on the approach of any one, immediately plunge into the water. Their 
whole body is covered with feales impenetrable to a muiket-ball, unlefs it happens to- 
hit them in the belly near the fore legs ; the only part vulnerable. 

The alligator is an oviparous creature. The female makes a large hole in the fand 
near the brink of a river, and there depofits her eggs ; which are as white as thofe 
of a hen, but much more folid. She generally lays about a hundred, continuing in 
the fame place till they are all depofited, which is about a day or two. She then 
covers them with the fand ; and the better to conceal them, rolls herfelf, not only over 
her precious depofitum, but to a confiderlble diftanc* After this precaution, lhe 
returns to the water till natural inftinct informs her that it is time to deliver her young 
from their confinement; when fhe comes to the fpot, followed by the male, and 
tearing up the fand, begins breaking the eggs, but fo carefully, that fcarce a Angle 
one is injured ; and a whole fwarm of little alligators are feen crawling about. The 
female then takes them on her neck and back, in order to remove them into the 
water ; but the watchful gallinazos make ufe of this opportunity to deprive her of 
feme ; and even the male alligator, which indeed comes for no other end, devours 
what he can, till the female has reached the water with the few remaining ; for all 
thofe which either fall from her back, or do not fwim, (he herfelf eats ; fo that of fuch 
a formidable, brood, happily not more than four or five efcape. * 

The gallinazos, mentioned in our account Gf ^pBthagena, are the mod inveterate 
enemies of the alligators, or rather extremely fbwt’jpf their eggs, in finding which they 
make ufe of uncommon addrefe. Thefe birds often make it their whole bufinefs to 
watch the females during the fummer,, the feafon when they lay their eggs, the fands. 
on the fides of the river not being then covered with water. The gallinazo perches 
on fome tree, where it conceals itfelf among the branches, and there filently watches, 
the female alligator, till lhe has laid her eggs and retires, pleafed that fhe has con- 
cealed them* beyond difeovery. But flie is no looner under the water, than the gallinazo 
darts down on the repofitory, and with its beak, claws, and wings, tears up the fand, 
and devours the eggs, leaving only the {bells. This banquet would indeed richly 
ceward its long patience, did not a multitude of gallinazos from all parts, join the 
fortunate difeoverer and {hare in the fpoil. I have ofteti been entertained with this? 
itratagem . of the gallinazos, in palling from Guayaquil to the cuftom-houfe of 
Babahoyo ; and my curiofity once led me to take fome of the eggs, which thofe who 
frequent this river, particularly the Mulattos, make no difficulty of eating, when frefh. 
Here we muft remark the methods ufed by Providence in diminifliing thfe number of 
ibefejdeftju&ive creatures, not only by the gallinaaios, but even by the males them- 

ii fehres.. 
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felves. Indeed, neither the river nor the neighbouring fields would otherwife be 
fuffident to contain them ; for, notwithftanding the ravages of thefe two infadable ene- 
■jrnies, 'their numbers can hardly be imagined. 

‘ * Thefe alligators are the great deftroyers of the fifli in this river, it being their moft 
„ fafe and general food ; nor are they wanting in addrefs to fatisfy their defires ; eight 
or ten, as it were by compad, draw up at the mouth of a river or creek, whilft others 
go a confiderable diftance up the river, and chafe the fifli downwards, by which none 
of any bignefs efcape them. The alligators being unable to eat under water, on 
feizing a fifli, raife their heads above the furface, and by degrees draw the fifli from 
their jaws, and chew it for deglutition. After fatisfying their appetite, they retire to 
reft on the banks of the river. 

When they cannot find fifli to appeafe their hunger, they betake themfelves to the 
meadows bordering on the banks, and devour calves and colts ; and, in order to be 
more fecure, take the opportunity of the night, that they may furprife them in their 
fleep j and it is obferved, that thofe alligators which have once tailed flefh, become fo 
fond of it, as never to take up with fifli but in cafes of neceflity. There are even too 
many melancholy inftances of their devouring the human fpecies, efpecialJy children, 
who from the inattention natural to their age, have been without doors after it is dark ; 
and though at no great diftance, thefe voracious animals have dared to attack them, 
and having once feized them, to make fure of their prey againft that afliftance which 
the cries of the vidim never fail to bring, haften into the water, where they immedi- 
ately drown it, and then return to the furface, and devour it at leifure. 

Their voracity has alfo been felt by the boatmen, whom, by inconfiderately ileeping 
with one of their arms or legs hanging over the fide of the boat, thefe animals have 
feized, and drawn the whole body into the water. Alligators who have once feafted 
on human flefh, are known to be the moft dangerous, and become, as it were, 
inflamed with an infatiable defire of repeating the fame delicious repaft. The inhabi- 
tants of thofe places where they abound, are very induftrious in catching and deftroy- 
ing them. Their ufual method is by a cafonate, or piece of hard wood fharpened at 
both ends, and baited with the lungs of fome animal. This cafonate they faften to a 
thong, the end of which is fecured on the fhore. The alligator on feeing the lungs 
floating on the water, lnaps at the bait, and thus both points of the wood enter his 
jaws, in fuch a manner that he can neither ihut nor open hi6 mouth. Jle is then 
dragged afhore, where he violently endeavours to refcue himfelf, while the Indians bait 
him like a bull, knowing that the greateft damage he can do, is to throw down foch 
as for want of care or agility, do not keep out of his reach. 

The form of this animal fo nearly refembles that of the lagarti or lizard, that here 
they are commonly called by that name ; but there is fome difference in the fliape of 
the head, which in this creature is long, and towards the extremity (lender, gradually 
forming a fnout like that of a hog, and when in the river, is generally aboye the fur- 
face of the water ; a fufficient demonftration, that the rtfpiration of a grofler air is 
neceffary to it. The mandibles of this creature have each a row of very ftrong and 
pointed teeth, to which fome writers have attributed particular vi r, t>es j but all I can 
ray to this is, that they are fuch as I and my companions, notwithftanding all our 
enquiries to attain a complete knowledge of every particular, could never hear any 
Xatisfaftory account of. 
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CHAP. X. — Of the Commerce carried on by means of the City andJ$W f Guayaquil, 
betwixt the Provinces of Peru and Terra Fima, and the Goqfl oft New Spain, 

THE commerce of Guayaquil may be divided into two parts : one reciprocal^ •blfyig 1 ' 
that of the products and uanufe&ures of its jurifdi&ion ; the other tranfitory, its port 
being the place where the goods from the provinces of Peru, Terra Firina, and Gau- 
tentala, configncd to the mountains, are landed ; and on the other hand, thofe frota 
the mountains, defigned for the abovementioned provinces, are brought hither and 
ihipped for their respective ports. And as thefe two branches are very different, I 
lhall firft treat particularly of its reciprocal Commerce. 

The cacao, one of its principal produds^, is chiefly exported to Panama, the ports 
of Sonfonate, el Realejo, and other ports of New Spain ; and alfo to thpfe of Peru, 
though the quantity fent to the latter is but fmall. It is fomething Angular, that in 
this city and jurifdidion, where cocao grows in iuch plenty, little or no ul'e Ihould be 
made of it. 

Timber, which may be efteemed the fecond article of its commerce, is chiefly fent 
to Callao, though a little is fold to the places between Guayaquil and that port. All 
the expenfe of it here is the charge of felling, carrying it to -the next creek or river, 
and floating it down to Guayaquil ; where, or at Puna, it is Ihipped for the ports it 
is configned to. 

Though both thefe branches of trade are very advantageous to Guayaquil, as may 
be eafily imagined, from the prodigious quantities exported ; yet the trade of felt is 
not inferior to either, though the principal markets to which this is fent, are only the 
inland towns in the province of Quito. To thefe may be added cotton, rice, and filh, 
both felted and dried ; the two firft of which deferve to be mentioned, as they are 
exported both to the maritime and inland provinces. 

The fourth and laft article of the commerce of this jurifdiftion, is the trade in horned 
cattle, mules, and colts, of which great numbers are bred in the extenfive favannahs 
of this province. Thefe turn to good account in the provinces of the mountains, where 
there is not a fufficiency to anfwer the neceflary ^demands. 

Befides vhefe four capital articles, there arejfthers, though fingly of little confe- 
quence, yet jointly are equal to any one of the forirtfir, as tobacco, wax, Guinea pepper, 
drugs, and lana de ceibo, by which great numbers of the lower clafs of people acquire 
a comfortable fubfiftence. 

The lana de ceibo, or ceibo wool, is the produft of a very high and tufted tree of 
that name. The trunk is ftraight, and covered with a fmooth bark ; the leaf round 
and of a middling fize. At the proper feafon the tree makes a very beautiful appear- 
ance, being covered with white bloffoms : and in each of thefe is formed a pod, which 
encreafes to about an inch and a half or two inches in length, and one in thicknefs. 
In this pod the lana or wool is contained. When thoroughly ripe and dry, the pod 
opens, and the filamentous matter or wool gradually fpreads itfelf into a tuft refem- 
bling cotton, but of a reddilh call. This wool is much more foft and delicate to th# 
touch than cotton itfelf and the filaments fo very tender and fine, that the natives here 
think it cannot be ipun ; but I am perfuaded that this is entirely owing to their igno- 
rance : and if a method be ever difeovered of fpinning it, its finenefs will enfitle it rather 
to be called ceibo filk than wool. The only ufe they have hitherto applied it to,- is to 
fill matraffes; and in this particular, it muft be allowed to have no equal, both with 
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epgtrd to its natural foftnefs, and its riling fo, when laid in the fun, as even to ftretch 
the covering of the mattrafs ; nor does it fink on being brought into the fhade, unlefs 
„ accompanied with dampnefs, which immediately compreffes it. This wool is here 
thought tb be of an extreme cold quality, which is abundantly fufficient to hinder it 
fitom being generally uied, though great numbers of perfons of rank, and tenderly 
brought up, have never llept on any thing elfe, but without any injury to their health. 

The goods imported into this jurifdiCtion from Peru, in return for the above-men- 
tioned commodities, are wine, brandy, oil, and dried fruits. From Quito it receives 
bays, tucuyos, flour, papas, bacon, hams, cheefe, and other goods of that kind. 
From Panama, European goods purchafed at the fairs. The chief commodities it 
receives from New Spain are iron, found in that country, but much inferior to that of 
Europe, being brittle and vitreous. It, however, ferves for fuch ufes where malleabi- 
lity is of no great importance, but is rarely ufed in building (hips; alfo, naphtha’, and 
tar for the ufe of Ihipping. From the fame coaft, as well as from Peru, they have alfo 
cordage; though the laft article, together with European iron, the owners of lhips 
import on their own account ; and therefore make no part of the commerce. 

The tranfitory commerce is in quantity much more confiderable than that of the preced- 
ing, as it conlills of the reciprocal exchange between the large kingdoms of Quito and 
Lima, of their refpeCtive commodities both natural and factitious. Lima fends the pro- 
ducts of its vineyards and olive yards ; and Quito furnilhes cloth, bays, tucuyos, ferges, 
hats, Itockings, and other woollen goods ; but indigo being neceffary for increaung 
the beauty of the colours, and none of it growing in the province of Quito, the mer- 
chants of Guayaquil import it from New Spain, and fend it to the Quito manu- 
facturers. 

Summer is the proper feafon for carrying on thefe branches of commerce ; becaufe 
then the manufactures of the mountains can be brought down to Guayaquil, and the 
goods fent from other parts carried up to the mountainous parts. But the river of 
Guayaquil is never without vdl'els loading with goods of that jurifdiftion, the fea here 
being always open. The profits refulting from this large and conftant commerce could 
alone have preferved it from a total defertion, after being fo frequently pillaged by 
pirates, and wafted by fire. And it is owing to the advantages refulting from this 
commerce, that we now behold it large, flourdhing, and magnificent, as if it had en- 
joyed an uninterrupted profperity from its very foundation. 


BOOK V. 

JOURNEY FROM GUAYAQUIL TO THE CITY OF QUITO. 


CHAP. I .-—Pafage from Guayaquil to the Town of Caracol , and from thence to Quito. 

i 

O N reegfring advice that the mules, provided by the corregidor of Guaranda, were 
on tile road to Caracol, we immediately embarked at Guayaquil, on the ?d of 
May 1 736, on board a large chata: but the ufual impediment of the current, and 
feveral unfortunate accidents, rendered the pafiage fo very long, that we (fid not land 
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at?Ca«$ibl before the i ith. The tortures we received oty tH^'river fro^toe^ieiUEOi 
beyond imagination. „We had provided ourfelves^ith.guetres^Jp^ feofchft^ 
c*6ths ; but to very little purpofe. The whole day we were in ca^tj^Htl mot' 
keep them off; but at night our torments were exfceffive. Our glovef^gw 
fome defence to our hands, but our feces were entirely expofed, nor were our *clc 
a fufficient defence for the reft of our bodies ; for their ftings, penetrating through^ 
cloth, caufed a very painful and fiery itching. The moll difmal night we fpent ifol 
paflage was when we came to an anchor near a large and handfome houfe, but unin- 
habited ; for we had no fooner feated ourfelves in it, than we were attacked on all fides 
with innumerable fwarms of mofchitos ; fo that we were fo far from having any reft 
there, that it was impoffible for a perfon, fufceptible of feeling, to be one moment 
quiet. Thofe who had covered themfelves with their mofchito cloths, after taking the 
greateft care that none of thefe malignant infeils were contained in them, found tnem- 
ielves in a moment fo attacked on all fides, that they were obliged foon to return to the 
place they had quitted. Thofe who were in the houfe, hoping that they lhould find 
ibme relief in the open fields, ventured out, though in danger of fuflering in a more 
terrible manner from the ferpents ; but were foon convinced of their miftake ; it being 
impoffible to determine which was the raoft fupportable place, within the mofchito 
cloth, without it, or in the open fields. In ffiort, no expedient was of any ufe againft 
their numbers. The fmoke of the trees we burnt, to difperfe thefe infernal infeds, 
befides almoft choking us, feemed rather to augment than diminiffi their multitudes. 
At day-break, we cou|d not without concern look upon each other. Our feces were 
fwelled, and our hands covered with painful tumours, which fufficiently indicated the 
4 condition of the other parts of our bodies expofed to the attacks of thofe infects. The 
following night we took up our quarters in a houfe inhabited, but not free from mof- 
chitos ; though in much lefs numbers than before. On informing our hoft of the de- 
plorable manner in which we had fpent the preceding night, he gravely told us, that the 
houfe we fo greatly complained of had been forfaken on account of its being the pur- 
gatory of a foul. To which, one of our company wittily anfwered, that it was much 
more natural to think that it was forfaken on account of its being a purgatory for the 
body. 

The mules being arrived at Caracol, we fet out on the 14th of May,’ and, after tra- 
velling four leagues, through favannahs, woods of plantain, and cacao-trees, we arrived 
at the river Ojibar ; and continued our journey, during the whole day, along its banks, 
fording it no lefs than nine times, though with no fmall danger, from its rapidity, 
breadth, depth, and rocky bottom ; and, about three or four in the afternoon, we 
halted at a place called Puerto de Mufchitos. 

AH the road from Caracol to the Ojibar is fo deep and boggy that the beafts at every 
ftcp funk almoft up to their bellies ; but along the banks of that river we found it much 
more firm and commodious. The name of the place where we were to take up our 
lodging that night fufficiently indicates its nature. The houfe had been for fome time 
forfaken, like that already mentioned on Guayaquil river, and, become a neft of mofchi- 
tos of all kinds ; fo that it was impoffible to determine which was the worft. Some, t 
avoid the tortures of thefe infefts, ftripped themfelves, and went into the river, keepin 
only their headsabove water; but the face being the only part expofed, was immed 
ately covered with them ; fo that thofe who had recourfe to this expedient^ jvere foo 
forced to deliver up their whole bodies to thefe tormenting creatures. ™ 

On the 15th we continued our journey through a very thick foreft, the end of whic 
jbrought us once more to the banks of the fame river, which we again forded four time! 
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Bttd rather with more danger than at firft. About five, wc halted on its banks, at a 
place called Caluma, or the Indian poll. Here was no houfc for lodging in, nor had we 
ieen one during the whole day’s journey ; but this inconvenience was in fome meafure 
removed by the furprifmg dexterity of our Indians, who, running into the woods, foon 
returned with branches of trees and vijahua leaves, with which, in lefs than an hour, 
they eretted feveral huts large enough to contain our whole company ; and fo well 
covered, that the rain, which came on very violently, did not penetrate them. * 

The thermometer at Caluma, on the 16th, at fix in the morning, was at one thoufand 
and fixteen ; and we were ourfelves fenfible that the air began to grow cool. At 
half an hour after eight in the morning we began our journey, and at noon palled by a 
place called Mamarumi, or mother of ftone, where there is an inconceivably beautiful 
cafcade. The rock from which the water precipitates itfelf is nearly perpendicular, and 
fifty toifes in height, and on both fides bordered with lofty and fpreading trees. The 
clearnefs of the water dazzles the fight, which is, however, charmed with its luflre as 
it falls from the precipice ; after which it continues its courl'e in a bed along a fniall 
defeent, and is crofl'ed by the road. Thefe catarafts are by the Indians called Paccha, 
and by the Spaniards of the country Chorrera. From hence we continued our journey ; 
and after crofling the river twice on bridges, but with equal danger as in fording it, we 
arrived at two in the evening at a place called Tarigagua, where we refted in a large 
ftru&ure of timber, covered with vijahua leaves, built for our reception. Indeed we 
were no lefs fatigued with this day’sjourney than with any of the preceding ; fome parts 
of it being over dreadful precipices, and the road in others fo narrow, as hardly to afford 
apaflage for the mules, that it was impoflible to avoid frequently ftriking againft the trees 
and rocks ; few of us therefore reached Ta’igagua without feveral bruues. 

It muff not be thought flrange that I fhould fay the bridges are equally dangerous 
with the fords ; for thefe ftru&ures, all of wood, and very long, fhake in paffing them ; 
befides, theii b r eadth is not above three feet, and without any rail ; fo that one falfe flep 
precipitates the mule into the torrent, where it is inevitably loft ; accidents, according 
to the report of our guides not uncommon. Thefe bridges, by the rotting of the wood 
under water, are annually repaired towards winter, the only feafon when they are ufed ; 
ythe rivers during the fummer being fordable. 

h When a perfon of diftindion, as a prelident, a bifhop, Ac. is on a journey from Cara- 
Col or Babahoyo, the corregidor of Guaranda difpatches Indians for building cottages at 
ike ufual refting places, like that we found at Tarigagua ; and thefe being left Handing, 
ferve afterwards for other paffengers, till the rains deftroy them. When thefe arc thrown 
down, travellers mull content themfelves with the huts which their Indian guides build 
with wonderful difpatch. 

At Tarigagua, on the 17th, at fix in the morning, the thermometer flood at 10 14$. 
And having been for fome time accuftomed to hot climates, we now fenfibly felt the 
cold. It is remarkable, that we here often fe inftances of the effects of two oppofite 
temperatures, in two perfons happening to meet, one of them coming from Guayaquil, 
and the other from the mountains : the latter finding the heat fo great that he is fcarce 
able to bear any clothes, while the former wraps himfelt up in all the garments he can 
procure. The one is fo delighted with the warmth of the water of the river, that he 
bathes in it ; the other thinks it fo cold, that he avoids being fpsutered by it. Nor is the 

• * 

* The natives when they travel, eredl new huts every night in this manner, except they have the con* 
veniency of tying their hammock up in trees, by which means they fave the trouble of a watch and lire all 
night to keep off the wild beafts. -• 
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The manner of defcending from thefe heights is not lefs difficult and dangerous. In 
order to underftand this, it is neceflary to obferve, that in thofe parts of the mountains^ 
the exceffive fteepnefs will not admit of the camelones being lading ; for the waters, by 
continually foftening the earth, walh them away. On one fide are deep eminences, and 
on the other frightful abyffes; and as they generally follow the direction of the moun- 
tain, the road, indcad of lying in a level, forms two or three deep eminences and decli- 
vities, in the diftanee of two or three hundred yards : and thefe are the parts where no 
camelones can be lading. The mules themfelves are fenfible of the caution requifite in 
thefe defcents ; for, coming to the top of an eminence, they ftop, and having placed 
their fore feet clofe together, as in a podure of dopping themfelves, they alfo put their 
hinder feet together, but a little forwards, as if going to lie down. In this attitude, 
having as it were taken a furvey of the road, they Aide down with the fwiftnefs of a 
meteor. All the rider has to do is to keep himfelf fad in the faddle without checking 
his bead ; for the lead motion is fufficient to diforder the equilibrium of the mule, in 
which cafe they both unavoidably perifh. The addrefs of thefe creatures is here truly 
wonderful ; for, in this rapid motion, when they feem to have lod all government of 
themfelves, they follow exactly the different windings of the road, as if they had before 
accurately reconnoitred, and previoully fettled in their minds, the route they were to 
follow, and taken every precaution for their fafety, amidd fo many irregularities. There 
would indeed otherwife be no poffibility of travelling over fuch places, where the fafety 
of the rider depends on the experience and addrefs of his beaft. 

But the longeft practice of travelling thefe roads cannot entirely free them from a kind 
of dread or horror which appears when they arrive at the top of a fteep declivity. For 
they ftop without being checked by the rider ; and if he inadvertently endeavours to 
fpur them on, they continue immoveable ; nor will they ftir from the place till they 
have put themfelves in the above-mentioned pofture. Now it is that they feem to be 
actuated by reafon ; for they not only attentively view the road, but tremble and fnort 
at the danger, which, if the rider be not accuftomed to thefe emotions, cannot fail of 
filling him with terrible ideas. The Indians go before, and place themfelves along the 
fides of the mountain, holding by the roots of trees, to animate the beafts with (houts, 
till they at once ftart down the declivity. 

There are indeed fome places where thefe declivities are not on the fides of pre- 
cipices ; but the road is fo narrow and hollow, and the fides nearly perpendicular, that 
the danger is almoft equal to the former ; for the track being extremely narrow, and 
the road fcarce wide enough to admit the mule with its rider, if the former falls, the lat- 
ter mu ft be ncceffarily crufhed ; and for want of room to d'fongage himfelf, generally 
has a leg or an arm broken, if he efcapes with life. It is really wonderful to confider 
thefe mules, after having overcome the fir'll emotions of their fear, and are going to 
Hide down the declivity, with what exadlnefs they ftretch out their fore-legs, that by 
preferving the equilibrium they may not fall on one fide ; yet at a proper diftance make, 
with their body, that gentle inclination neceflary to follow the feveral windings of the 
road ; and, laftly, their addrefs in flopping themfelves at the end of their impetuous 
career. Certainly the human fpecies themfelves could not fly" v more prudence and 
conduct. Some mules, after being long ufed to thefe journeys, acquire a kind of repu- 
tation for their (kill and fafety, and accordingly are highly valued. 

The wqrft feafons for thefe journeys, though difficult and dangerous at all times, are 
the beginnings of fuinmer and winter j the rain then caufing fuch dreadful torrents, 
that in fome places the roads are covered with water ; and in others fo damaged, that 
there is no poffibility of paffing, but by /ending Indians before to mend them ; though 
vol. xiv. 3 h after 
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after all their labour, which muft be done in hafte, and when thofe people think them; 
both fafe and eafy, they are fuch as an European ftranger would willingly avoid. 

Befides, the natural difficulty of all the roads among the mountains is increafed by 
the negled of them, which is greater than could eafily be conceived. If a tree, for 
inftancc, happens to fall down acrols the road, and flop up the paflage, no perfon will 
be at the pains to remove it ; and though all paffing that way are put to no i'mall diffi- 
culty by fuch an obftacle, it is fufl’ered to continue ; neither the government, nor thofe 
who frequent the road, taking any care to have it drawn away. Some of thefe trees 
are indeed fo large, that their diameter is not lefs than a yard and a half, and, confe- 
quently, fill up the udiole palfagc ; in which cafe, the Indians hew away part of the 
trunk, and ailili the mules to leap over what remains ; but, in order to this, they mult 
be unloaded ; and, after prodigious labour, they at lall furmount the difficulty ; though 
not without great lofs of time, and damage to the goods : when, pleafed with having 
got over the obftacle themfelves, they leave the tree in the condition they found it ; fo 
that thofe who follow are obliged to undergo the fame fatigue and trouble. Thus the 
road, to the great detriment of trade, remains encumbered till time has deftroyed the 
free. Nor is it only the roads over San Antonio, and other mountains between Guaya- 
quil and the Cordillera, that are thus neglected ; the cafe is general all over this coun- 
try, efpecially where they lead over mountains, and through the forefts. 

On the 1 8th, at fix in the morning, the thermometer at Cruz dc Canos was at 1010, 
and after travelling along a road no better than the day before, we arrived at a place, 
at the end of the acclivity of the mountain, by the Indians called Pucara, which figni- 
fies a gate or narrow pafs of a mountain ; it alio fignifies a fortified place, and pofiibly 
derived its name from its narrownefs and the natural flrength of its fituation. VW 
now began to defeend with more eafe towards the province of Chimbo, though the 
road was not much better than the former. Here we were met by the corregidor of 
Guaranda or Chimbo, attended by the provincial alcalde, and the moll eminent per- 
fons of the town. After complimenting us in the moll cordial manner on our arrival, 
we proceeded together, and within a league of the town were met by the prieft, a Do- 
minican, accompanied by feveral of his order, and a great number ol the inhabitants, 
who alfo left the town on the fame friendly occafion ; and, to heighten the ceremony, 
had brought with them a troop of cholos, or Indian boys. 

Thefe cholos were drefied in blue, girded round their wafte with ladies, on their 
heads a kind of turban, and in their hands they carried flags. This little corps was 
divided into two or three Companies, and went before us dancing, and finging fome 
words in their language, which, as we were told, expreffed the pleafure they received 
from the fight of fuch perfons arrived fafe in their country. In this manner our caval- 
cade entered the town, on which all the bells in the place were rung, and every houfe 
xefounded with the noife of trumpets, tabors, and pipes. 

On expreffing to the corregidor our furprife at this reception, as a compliment far 
above our rank, he informed us, that it was not at till lingular, it being no more than 
what was commonly pra&ifed when perfons of any appearance enter the town ; and 
that there was no fmall emulation between the feveral towns, in paying thefe congra- 
tulations. 

After we had pafled the mountains beyond Pacara, the whole country, within the 
reach of the eye, during a paflage of two leagues, was a level and open plain, without 
trees or mountains, covered with fields of wheat, barley, maize, and oilier grain, 
whofe verdure, different from that of the mountain, naturally gave us great pleafure ; 
our fight for near a twelvemonth having been converfant only with the produds of hot 
* ix and 
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and raoift countries, very foreign to. thefe, which nearly referable thole of Europe, and 
excited in Qur minds the pleafmg idea of our native foil. 

The corregidor entertained us in his houfe at Guaranda till the 21ft of the fame 
month, when we continued our journey to Quito. The thermometer was for three 
days fucceffively at too4§. 

On the 2 2d, we began to crofs the defert of (Chimborazo, leaving the mountain of 
thait name on the left, and travelling over different eminences and heights, mod of 
which were of land, the fiiow for a great diftance forming, as it were, the fides of the 
mountain. At half an hour after five in the evening, we arrived at a place called Rumi 
Machai, that is, a ftony cave, an appellation derived from a valt cavity in a rock, and 
which is the only lodging travellers find here. 

This day’s journey ♦'as not without its trouble; for, though we had nothing to fear 
from precipices, or dangerous paffes, like thofe in the road to Guaranda, yet we fuf- 
fered not a little from the cold of that defert, then increafed by the violence of the 
wind. Soon after we had paffed the large fandy plain, and being thus got over the 
fevered part of the defert, we came to the ruins of an ancient palace of Yncas, fituated 
in a valley between two mountains ; but thefe ruins are little more than the foundations 
of the walls. 

On the 23d, at three quarters after five in the morning, the thermometer was at 
ioqo, or the freezing point, and, accordingly, we found the whole country covered 
with a hoar froft ; and the hut in which we lay had ice on it. At nine in the morning 
we fet out. Hill keeping along the fide of Chimborazo. At two, in the afternoon, 
we arrived at Mocha, a final!, mean place ; but where we were obliged to pafs the 
night. 

On the 24th, at fix in the morning, the thermometer was at 1006 ; and at nine we 
fet out for Hambato, which we reached at one in the afternoon, after palling J’everal tor- 
rents, breaches, or chafms of the mountain Carguairafo, another mountain covered 
with fnow, a little north of Chimborazo. Among thefe chafms is one without water, 
the earth remaining dry to the depth of twelve feet. This chafm was caufed by a 
violent earthquake, which will be fpoken of in its place. 

On the 25th, the thermometer at Hambato, at half an hour after five in the morn- 
ing, Hood at icTo, and on the 26th, at fix in the morning, at iooyf. This day, 
having paffed the river of Hambato, and afterwards that of St. Miguel, by help of a 
wooden bridge, we arrived at Latacunga. 

On the 27th, at fix in the morning, the thermometer was at 1007, when leaving 
Latacunga we reached in the evening the town of Mula-Halo, having in the way forded 
a river called Alaques. 

On the 28th, the liquor of the thermometer was at the fame height as at Lata- 
cunga, and we proceeded on our journey, arriving in the evening at the manfion- 
houfc or villa called Chi Shinche. The firlt part of this day’s journey was over a large 
plain, at the end of which w r e had the pleafure of puffing by a Itru&ure that belonged 
teethe Pagan Indians, being a' palace of the Yncas. It is called Callo, and gave name 
to the plain. We afterwards came to an acclivity, at the top of which wc entered on 
the plain of Tiopullo, not lei’s in extent than the firft ; and at the oottom, towards the 
north, is the houfe where we were entertained that night. 

On the 29th, the thermometer, at fix in the morning, was at 1003I. AVe fet out 
the earlier,' a6 this was to be our laft journey. A road croffing feveral Reaches and 
beaten trails, brought us to a fpacious plain called Tura-Bamba, that is, a muddy 
plain } at the other extremity of which Hands the city of Quito, where we arrived at. 

3 u 2 five 
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five in the evening. The prefident of the province was Don Dionefio de Alzedo y 
Herrera, who, befides providing apartments for us in the palace of the Audencia, en- 
tertained us the firft three days with great fplendour, during which we were vifited by 
the bifhop, the auditors, the canons, the regidores, and all other perfons of any dif- 
tinction, who feemed to vie with each other in their civilities towards us. 

In order to form an adequate idea of this country, it will not be amifs, after being fo 
particular in defending the difagreeable parts, and the many dangers to which travellers 
are expofed, to add a defeription of the moll remarkable productions of nature. The 
lands between the cultom-houfe of Babahoyo, or Caracol, and Guaranda, are of two 
kinds : the firft, which extends to Tarigagua, is entirely level ; and the fecond, which 
begins at that part, wholly mountainous. But both, and even two leagues beyond 
Pucara, are full of thick forefts of various kinds of large trees, #liffering in the foliage, 
the difpofition of their branches, and the fize of their trunks. The mountains, which 
form this chain of the Andes, are, on the weft fide, covered with woods ; but on the 
eaft entirely bare. Among thefe mountains is the fource of that river which, being in- 
creafed on all fides by brooks, makes fo grand an appearance between Caracol and 
Guayaquil, and proves fo advantageous to the commerce of the country. 

In the level part of this woody extent are a great number of animals and birds, of 
the fame kind with thofe deferibed in our account of Carthagena, except that to the 
laft may be added wild peacocks, buftards, pheafants, anti a few others, which are here 
in fuch abundance, that, did they not always reft on that tops of the trees, where, 
either from their enormous height, or being covered with leaves, they are fecure, a 
traveller, with a good fowling-piece and ammunition, might at any time procure himfelf 
an elegant repaft. But thefe forefts arc all'o terribly infefted with fnakes and monkeys, 
particularly a kind called Marimondas, which are fo very large, that, when (landing on 
their hindjegs, they are little lefs than fix feet high. They are black, and, in every 
refpect, very ugly ; but eafily tamed. None of the forefts are without them ; but they 
feem molt common in thofe of Guayaquil. 

Among the vegetable productions, I (hall felcct three, which to me feemed worthy 
of a particular defeription ; namely, the cana, vijahua, and the bejuco ; as they are not 
only the materials of which the houfes in the jurifdidion of Guayaquil are built, but 
alfo applied to various other ufes. 

The canas, or canes, are remarkable both for their length and thicknefs, and the 
water contained in their tubes. Their ufual length is between fix and eight toifes ; and 
though there is a difference in their fize, the largeft do not exceed fix inches diameter. 
The wood or fide of the lube is about fix lines in diameter ; fo that, when the cana is 
opened, it forms a board near a loot and a half in breadth ; and hence it will not ap- 
pear ftrange, that houfes (hould be built of fuch materials. From the time of their 
firft appearance, till they attain their full perfection, when they are either cut down, or 
of themfelves begin to dry, mod of their tubes contain a quantity of water ; but with 
this remarkable difference, that at full moon they are entirely, or very nearly, full ; 
and with the decreafe of the moon the water ebbs, till at the conjunction little or none 
is to be found. 1 have myfelf cut them at all feafons, fo that I here advance nothing 
but what I know to be true from frequent experience. I have alfo obferved that the 
water, during its decreafe, appears turbid, but about the time of the full moon it is as 
clear as cryftal. The Indians add another particular, that the water is not found in all 
the joints, Ihe having water, and another not, alternately. All I can fay to this fin- 
gularity is, that on opening a joint which happens to be empty, the two contiguous ones 
have water ; and this is commonly the cafe in almoft all the canes. This water is faid 
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to be an excellent prefervative againft the ill confequence of any bruifes ; at leaft it is 
drunk as fuch by all who come from the mountains, where fuch accidents are un- 
avoidable. 

The canes being cut, they are left to dry, or, as they fay here, to be cured ; whence 
they acquire fuch a degree of ftrength, that they ferve either for rafters, beams, floor- 
ing, or even mails for balzas. Ships which load with cacao are alfo ceiled with them, 
to preferve the timbers from the great heat of that fruit. They are alfo ufed as poles 
for litters, and in an infinite number of other particulars. ( 

The vijahua is a leaf generally five feet in length, and two and a half in breadth. 
They grow wild, and without any item. The principal rib in the middle, is between 
four and five lines in breadth, but all the other parts of the leaf are perfectly foft and 
fmooth : the under fide is green, and the upper white, covered with a very fine white 
and vifeid down. Befides the common ufe of it in covering houfes, it alfo ferves for 
packing up fait, fifh, and other goods fent to the mountains ; as it fee u res them from 
the rain. They are alfo, in thefe defert places, of Angular ufe for running up huts on 
any exigency. 

The bejucos are a kind of ligneous cordage, and of two kinds ; one growing from 
the earth, and twining round trees ; the other flrike their roots into certain trees, and 
from thence derive their nourifhment. Both kinds, after growing to a great height, 
incline again to the earth, on which they creep till they meet with another tree, to the 
top of which they climb as before, and then again renew their inclination towards the 
earth ; and thus form a labyrinth of ligatures. Some are even feen extended from the 
top of one tree to another, like a cord. They are fo remarkably flexile, that no bend- 
ing or twilling can break them. But if not. cut at the proper time, they grow of an 
unwieldy bignefs. The flendereft of them are about four or five lines in diameter, but 
the molt common fize is between fix and eight ; though there are others much thicker, 
but of little or no ufe, on account of the hardnefs cont rafted in their long growth. 
The chief ufe of them is for lalhing, tying, or fattening different things together ; and, 
by twilling feveral of them in the nature of ropes, they make cables and hawfers for 
the balzas and final I veffels ; and are found by experience to lall a long time in the 
water. 

In thefe foretts alfo grows a tree, called very properly Matapalo, i. e. kill-timber. 
It is of itfelf a weak tree ; but, growing near another of confiderable bulk, and coming 
into contaft with it, fhoots above it, when, expanding its branches, it deprives its 
neighbour of the rays of the fun. Nor is this all ; for; as this imbibes the juices of 
the earth, the other withers and dies. After which, it becomes lord of the foil, and 
increafes to fuch a bulk, that very large canoes are made of it : for which its wood is, 
of all others, the bell adapted, being very light and fibrous. 


CHAP. II. — Difficulties attending our making the neccjfary Obfcrvations for meafuring 
* the Length of an Arch of the Meridian , and the Manner of our Living during the 
Operations. 

ALL the progrefs made during one. whole year, which w-e fpent in coming to Quito, 
was the furmounting' the difficulties of the paffage, and at length reaching that country 
where we were to enter on the principal part of our commiffion. Nor will even this 
appear a fmall matter, if the great diftance and diverfity of climates be confidered. A 
few of the firfl. days after our arrival were fpent in making proper returns for the civili- 
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ties we had received from all perfons of rank ; after which, we began to deliberate on 
the belt methods of performing our work ; and the rather, as M. Bouguer and de la 
Condamine were now arrived. The former reached Quito on the 10th of June, by the 
fame road of Guaranda ; and the latter on the 4th of the lame month, having taken his 
route by the river of Emeralds, in the government of Atacames. 

Our firft operation was, to meafure a piece of ground, which was to be the bafe of 
the whole work ; and this we finilhcd during the remainder of the current year. But 
it proved a very difficult and fatiguing operation, from the heat of the fun, and the 
winds and rains, which continually incommoded 11s. The plain made choice of for this 
bafe is fituated two hundred and forty nine toifes lower than Quito, and four leagues to 
the north-eaft of that city. It is called the plain of Yaruquif from a village of that name 
near it. This plain was particularly chofen, as the belt adapted to our operations ; for 
though there are feveral others in this diftrift, yet all of them lay at too great a diftance 
from the direction of our bafe. Thq quality, difpoiiiiun, and lower fituation, all contri- 
bute to render it lefs cold than Quito. Ealtward it is defended by the lofty Cordillera 
of Guamani and Pambamarca, and weft ward by that of Pichindia. The foil is en- 
tirely fand ; fo that, befides the heat naturally refulting from the direct rays of the fun, 
it is increased by the rays being reverberated by the two Cordilleras; hence it is alfo 
expofed to violent tempefts of thunder, lightning, and rain; but, being quite open 
towards the north and fouth, fuch dreadful whirlwinds forn^iere, that the whole inter- 
val is filled with columns of fand, carried up by the rapicmy and gyrations of violent 
eddy winds, which fometimes produce fatal conlequences : one melancholy iuftance 
happened while we were there ; an Indian, being caught in the centre of one of thefe 
blafts, died on the fpot. It is not, indeed, at all ftrange, that the quantity of fand in 
one of thefe columns ffiould totally ftop all refpiration in any living creature, who has 
the misfortune of being involved in it. 

Our daily labour was, to meafure the length of this plain in a horizontal direction, 
and, at the fame time, by mean* of a level, to correct the inequalities of the ground ; 
beginning early in the morning, and continuing to purfue our talk elofely till evening, 
unlefs interrupted by extreme bad weather ; when we retired to a tent always pitched 
for that purpofe, as well as for a retreat at noon, when the heat of the fun became too 
great for us, after the fatigue of the morning. 

We at firft intended to have formed our bafe in the plain of Cayarnbe, fituated twelve 
leagues to the north of Quito. Accordingly, the company firft repaired to this plain, 
to view it more attentively. Irt this place we loft M. Couplet, on the 1 7th of Septem- 
ber 1736, after only two days illnefs. He was indeed ffightly indifpoied when we fet 
out from Quito ; but, being of a ftrong conftitution, his zeal for the fervice would! 
not permit him to be abfent at our firft efiay. On his arrival, however, his diftemper 
rofe to fuch a height, that he had only two days to prepare for his pafiage into eternity ; 
but we had the fatisfaftion to fee he performed his part with exemplary devotion. This 
almoft fubitaneous death of a perfon in the flower of his age, was the more alarming, as 
none of us could difeover the nature of his difeafe. 

The menfuration of the bafe was fucceeded by obferving the angles, both horizontal 
and vertical, of the firft triangles we intended to form ; but many of them were not pur- 
fued, the form and difpofition of the feries being afterwards altered to very great advan- 
tage. In order to this, M. Verguin, with fome others, was fent to draw a geopraphical map 
of the parts fouth of Quito ; whilft M. Bouguer did the fame with regard to the northern 
parts; a taffc%e found abfolutely neceffary, in order to determine the points where the 

fignals 
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fignals fhould be placed, fo as to form the moft regular triangles, and whofe tides fhould 
not be intercepted by higher mountains. 

During thefe operations, M. de la Condamine went to Lima, in order to procure 
money on recommendatory letters of credit, which he had brought from France, for 
defraying the expences of the company, till remittances arrived ; and Don George 
Juan followed him, in order to confer with the viceroy of Peru, for amicably deter- 
mining fome differences which had arifen with the new prefident. 

Thefe two gentlemen, having happily terminated their refpe&ive affairs, returned to 
Quito about the middle of June, when both M. Bouguer and thofe who furveyed the 
fouthern parts had fmifhed their plans. It was now determined to continue the feries 
of triangles to the fouth of Quito ; and the company accordingly divided themfelves 
into two bodies, confuting of French and Spaniards, and each retired to the part 
afligned him; Don George Juan and M. Godin, who were at the head of one party, 
went to the mountain of Pambamarca ; while M. Bouguer, De la Condamine, and 
myfelf, together with our affiftants, climbed up to the higheft fummit of Pichincha. 
Both parties fuffered not a little, both from the fevcriry of the cold, and the impetuofity 
of the winds, which on thefe heights blew with inceflant violence ; and thefe difficulties 
were the more painful to us, as we had been little ufed to fuch fenfations. Thus in 
the torrid zone, nearly under the equinoctial, where it is natural to fuppofe we had 
moft to fear from the heat^our greateft pain was caufed by the exceflivenefs of the 
cold, the intenfenefs of wnRh may be conjectured from the following experiments 
made by the thermometer, carefully flickered from the wind, on the top of Pichincha ; 
the freezing point being at 1000. 

On the 15th of Auguft, 1 737, at twelve at noon, the liquor was at the height of 
1003. At four in the evening, at icoif. At fix in the evening, at 998 f. 

On the 1 6th of Auguft, at fix in the morning, at 997. At ten in the forenoon, at 
1005. At twelve at noon, at 1008. At five in the evening, at lootf. At fix in the 
evening, at 9994. 

On the 17th, at three quarters after five in the morning, 996. At nine in the 
morning, at 1001. At three quarters after twelve, at 1010. At a quarter after two 
in the afternoon, at 10123. At fix in the evening, at 999. And at ten in the even- 
ing, at 998. 

Our firft fcheme for fhelter and lodging, in thefe uncomfortable regions, was, to 
pitch a field-tent for each company ; but on Pichincha this could not be done, from 
the narrownefs of the fummit ; and we were obliged to be contented with a hut, fo 
fmall, that wc could hardly all creep into it. Nor will this appear ftrange, if the 
reader confiders the bad difpofition and finallnefs of ihe place, it being one of the 
loftiefl crags of a rocky mountain, one hundred toifes above the higheft part of the 
defert of Pichincha. Such was the fituation of r Jr manfion, which, like all the other 
adjacent parts, foon became covered with ice and fno a r . The afeent up this ftupend- 
ous rock, from the bafe, or the place where the mules could come, to our habitation, 
was fo craggy, as only to be climbed on foot, and to perform it, coft us four hours 
continual labour and pain, from the violent ^efforts of the body, and the fubtility of 
the air ; the latter being fuch, as to render refpiration difficult. It was my misfortune, 
when 1 climbed fomething above half way, to be fo overcome, that I fell down, and 
remained a Jong time without fenfe or motion ; and, as I was told, with all the ap- 
pearances of death in my face. Nor was I able to proceed after coming to myfelf, 
but was obliged to return to the foot of the rock, where our fervants and inftruments 
remained. The next day I renewed the attempt of* climbing the rock ; though pro- 
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bably I fhould have had no better fuccefs than before, had not fome Indians affifted me 
in the moft fteep and difficult places. 

The ftrange manner of living which we were reduced to, may not, perhaps, prove 
unentertaining to the reader ; and therefore I fhall, as a fpecimen of it, give a fuccinft 
account of what we fuffered on Pichincha. For this defert, both with regard to the 
operations we performed there, and its inconveniences, differing very little from others, 
an idea may be very eafily formed of the fatigues, hardffiips, and dangers, to which 
we were continually expofed. The principal difference between the fcveral deferts, 
confifted in their greater or leffer diftance from places where we could procure pro- 
vifions ; and in the inclemency of the weather, which was proportionate to the height of 
the mountains, and the feafon of the year when we vifited them. 

We generally kept within our hut. Indeed, we were obliged to do this, both on 
account of the intenfenefs of the cold, the violence of the wind, and our being con- 
tinually involved in fo thick a fog, that an object at fix or eight paces was hardly dif- 
cernible. When the fog cleared up, the clouds, by their gravity, moved nearer to 
the furface of the earth, and on all fides furrounded the mountain to a vatt diftance, 
reprefenting the fea, with our rock like an ifiand in the centre of it. When this hap- 
pened, we heard the horrid noifes of the tempefts, which then difeharged themfelves 
on Quito and the neighbouring country. We faw the lightnings iffue from the clouds, 
and heard the thunders roll far beneath us ; and whilft tig lower parts were involved 
in tempefts of thunder and rain, we enjoyed a delightful fiSmity ; the wind was abated, 
the Iky clear, and the enlivening rays of the fun moderated the feverity of the cold. 
But our circumftances were very different when the clouds rofe ; their thicknefs ren- 
dered refpiration difficult ; the fnow and hail fell continually, and the wind returned 
with all its violence ; fo that it was impoffible entirely to overcome the fears of being, 
together with our hut, blown down the precipice on whofe edge it was built, or of 
being buried under it by the daily accumulations of ice and fnow. 

The wind was often fo violent in thefe regions, that its velocity dazzed the fight ; 
whilft our fears were increafed by the dreadful concuffions of the precipice by the fall 
of enormous fragments of rocks. Thefe cralhes were the more alarming, as no other 
noifes are heard in thefe deferts. And, during the night, our reft, which we fo greatly 
wanted, was frequently difturbed by fuch fudden founds. When’ the weather was 
any thing fair with us, and the clouds gathered about fome of the other mountains 
which had a connection with our obfervations, fo that we could not make all the ufe 
we defired of this interval of good weather, we left our hut, to exercife ourfelves, in 
order to keep us warm. Sometimes we defeended to fome fmall diftance, and at others 
amufed ourfelves with rolling large fragments of rocks down the precipice ; and thefe 
many times required the joint ftrength of us all, though we often faw the fame per- 
formed by the mere force of the wind. But we always took care, in our excurfions, not 
to go too far, but that on the leaft appearance of the clouds gathering about our 
cottage, which often happened very fuddenly, we could regain our ffielter. The door 
of our hut was faftened with thongs of leather, and on the infide not the finalleft 
crevice was left unftopped ; befides which", it was very compaCtly covered with ftraw. 
But, notwithftanding all our care, the wind penetrated through. The days were often 
little better than the nights j and all the light we enjoyed was that of a lamp or two, 
which we kept burning, that we might diftinguilh one another, and improve our time 
as much as poffible in reading. Though our hut was fmall, and crowded with in- 
habitants, befides the heat of the lamps, yet the intenfenefs of the cold was fuch, that 
every oafe of us was obliged to have a chafing dilh of coals, Thefe precautions would 
- iv have 
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bare rendered the rigour of the climate fupportable, had not the imminent danger 
of periling by being blown down the precipice roufed us, every time it fnowed, to 
encounter the feverity of the outward ‘air, and fally out with lhovels, to free the roof 
of our hut from the mafles of fnow which were gathering on it. Nor would it, with* 
out this precaution, have been able to fupport the weight. We were not, indeed, 
without fervants and Indians ; but they were fo benumbed with the cold, that it was 
with great difficulty we could get them out of a fmall tent, where they kept a con- 
tinual fire. So that all we could obtain from them was, to take their turns in this 
labour ; and even then they went very unwillingly about it, and confequently per- 
formed it flowly. 

It may be eafily conceived what we fuffered from the afperities of fuch a climate. 
Our feet were fwelled, and fo tender, that we could not even bear the heat, and 
walking was attended with extreme pain. Our hands were covered with chilblains ; 
our lips fwelled and chopped ; fo that every motion, in fpeaking or tfie like, drew 
blood ; confequently we were obliged to a ftrid taciturnity, and but little difpofed to 
laugh, an extenfion of tfie lips producing fiffures, very painful for two or three days 
together. 

Our common food in this inhofpitable region was a little rice boiled with fome fielh or 
fowl, which we procured from Quito ; and, in (lead of fluid water, our pot Was filled 
with ice : we had the faimyefource with regard to what we drank ; and, while we were 
eating, every one was obiged to keep his plate over a chafing-difh of coals, to prevent 
his provifions from freezing. The fame was done with regard to the water. At firft we 
imagined, that drinking ftrong liquors would diffufe a heat through the body, and con- 
fequently render it lefs fenfible of the painful lharpnefs of the cold ; but, to our fur- 
prife, we felt no manner of ftrength in them, nor were they any greater prefervative 
againft the cold than common water. For this reafon, together with the apprehenfion 
that they might prove detrimental to our health, befides the danger of contracting an 
ill habit, we difeontinued their ufe, having recourfe to them but very feldom, and then 
fparingly. We frequently gave a (mall quantity to our Indians, together with part of 
the provifions which were continually lent us from Quito, befides a daily falary of four 
times as much as they ufually earn. '• 

But, notwithftanding all thefe encouragements, we found it impoflible to keep the 
Indians together. On their firft feeling the rigours of the climate, their thoughts were 
immediately turned on deferring us. The firft inftance we had of this kind was fo un- 
expected, that, had not one of a better difpofition than the reft (laid with us, and ac- 
quainted us of their defign, it might have proved of very bad confequence. The affair 
was this : there being on the top of the rock no room for pitching a tent for them, they 
ufed every evening to retire to a cave at the foot of the mountain, where, befides a na- 
tural diminution of the cold, they could keep a :ontinual fire, and confequently enjoyed 
more comfortable quarters than their mailers. Befcrc they withdrew at night, they faf- 
tened on the outfide the door of our hut, which was fo low that it was impoflible to go 
in or out without Hooping ; and as every night the hail and fnow which had fallen 
formed a wall againft the door, it was the bufinefs of one or two to come up early and 
remove this obftrudlion, that, when we pleafed, we might open ihe door. For though 
our Negro fervants were lodged in a little tent, their hands and feet were fo covered 
with chilblains, that they would rather have fullered themfelves to have been killed than 
move. The Indians therefore came conftantly up to difpatch this work betwixt nine 
and ten in the morning ; but we had not been there above four or five days, when we 
were not a little jriarmed to fee tCn, eleven, and twelve come, without any news of onr 
von. ,xiv. " 3 i labourers. 



426 ULLOA’s VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA. 

labourers, when we ! werfe relieve^ /by the honeft fervent mentioned above, «ho i&d 
witftflbod the fedttftfon of his countrymen, and informed usofth^d^feftionofthefour 
Others. , After great difficulty, he opened a way for uS to come out, when we all fell 
to clearing our habitation from the mafles of fnow. We then fent the Indian to the cor* 
regidor of Quito with advice of our condition, who, with equal difpatch, fent others, 
threatening to chaftife them feverely if they were wanting in their duty. 

But the fear of punifhment was not fufficient to induce them to fupport the rigour of 
our fituation ; for within two days we miffed them. On this fecond delcrtion, the cor- 
regidor, to prevent other inconveniences, fent four Indians under the care of an alcalde, 
and gave orders for tlieir being relieved every fourth day. 

Twenty-three tedious days we fpent on this rock, viz. to the 6th of September, and 
even without any poffibility of finifhing our obfervations of the angles ; for, when it was 
fair and clear weather with us, the others, on whole fummits were eroded the fignals 
which formed the triangles for meafuring the degrees of the meridian, were hid in 
clouds ; and when (as we conjedured, for we could never plainly dii'cern them) thofe 
were clear, Pichincha was involved in clouds. It was therefore neceffary to ered our 
fignals in a lower fituation, and in a more favourable region. • This, however, did not 
produce any change in our habitation till December, when, having finifhed the obferv- 
ations which particularly concerned Pichincha, we proceeded to others ; but with no 
abatement either of inconveniences, cold or fatigue, the places where we made all our 
obfervations being neceffarily on the higheft parts of the deferte ; fo that the only refpite, 
in which we enjoyed fome little eafe, was during the fhort interval of pafling from one 
to the Other. 

In all our ftations fubfequent to that on Pinchincha, during our fatiguing menfura- 
tion of the degrees of the meridian, each company lodged in a field-tent, which, though 
fmall, we found lefs inconvenient than our Pinchincha hut, though at the fame time we 
had more trouble, being oftener obliged to clear it from the fnow, as the weight of it 
would other\*ife have demolifhed the tent. At firft, indeed, we pitched it in the moil 
fheltered places ; but, on taking a refolution that the tents themfdvcs fhould ferve for 
fignals, to prevent the inconvenience of thofe of wood, we removed them to a more ex- 
pofed fituation, where the impetuofity of the winds fometimes tore up the piquets, and 
blew them down. Then we were not a little pleafed with our having brought fupernu- 
merary tents, and with our dexterity in pitching another in Read of that which the wind 
had tom away. Indeed, without this precaution, we fliould have been in the utmofl 
danger of perifliing. In the defert of Afuay we particularly experienced the benefit of 
this expedient ; three tents belonging to our company being obliged to be pitched one 
after another, till at Iaft they all became unfit for ufe, and two flout poles were broken. 
In this terrible condition our only refource was to quit the pofl, which was next to the 
figfial of Sinafaguan, and fhelter ourfelves in a breach or chafm. The two companies 
w^re both at that time on this defert, fo that the fufferings of both were equal. The 
Indians who attended us, not willing to bear the feverity of the cold, and difguftedwith 
! the frequent labour of clearing the tent from the lhow, at the firft ravages of the wind, 
deferted us. Thus we were obliged to perform every thing ourfelves, till others were 
fent us from a feat about three leagues diftant at the bottom of the mountain. 

■ , While we were thus labouring under a variety of difficulties from the wind, fnow, 
froft, and the cold, which we here found more fevere than in any other part ; forfaken 
by obr Indians, little or no provifions, a fcarcity of fuel, and in a manner deftitute of 
fhelter^ the good prieft of Cannar, a town fituated at the foot of thefe Cordilleras, foufh- 
weft from the figtial of Sinafaguan, about five leagues from it, and the road very diffi- 
cult. 
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Cult, was offering hi&prayers for us j for he, and all the Spaniards of . the town, from 
the blacknefe of the clouds, gave us over for loft V fo that, after finishing o,tir, obferv- 
ations, wepafled through the town, they viewed us with aftoniflunent, and received us 
with the moft cordial figtis of delight, adding their congratulations, as if we had, amidft 
the moft threatening dangers, obtained a glorious victory ; and, doubtlefs, otir opera- 
tions mult appear to them a very extraordinary performance, if we confider themex? 
preffible' horror with which they view thofe places where we had puffed fo many 
days. 

It was at firft determined to erect fignals of wood in the form of a pyramid ; but to 
render our ftay in the piercing colds of thefe regions as fhort as poftible, we abandoned 
that intention, of which there would have been no end ; becaufe, after remaining feveral 
days in the denfeft parts of the clouds, when a clear interval happened, the fignals could 
not be diftinguifhed : fome the winds had blown down^, and others had been carried 
away by the Indians who tended their cattle on the fides of the mountains, for the fake 
of the timber and ropes. To remedy which, the only expedient was to make the very 
tents in which we lodged ferve for fignals ; for the orders of the magiftrates, and threat- 
enings of the priefts, were of little confeqitence in fuch a defert country, where it was 
alinoft inipollible to difeover the delinquents. 

The deferts of the mountains of Pambainarca and Pichincha were the ndviciates, in 
which we were inured to the fevere life we led from the beginning of Auguft 1737 tothe 
end of July 1739. Durirfg which time, our company occupied thirty-five deferts, and 
that of Don George Juan, thirty-two, the particulars of which fhall be enumerated, to- 
gether with the names of all thofe on which we created fignals for forming the triangles ; 
in all which the inconveniences were the fame, except that they became lefs fenfible, in 
proportion as our bodies became inured to fatigue, and naturalized to the inclemencies 
of tlfofe regions, fo that in time we were reconciled to a continual folitude, coarfe prp- 
vifions, and otten a fcarcity of thefe. The diverfity of temperatures did not in the leafl 
aff'eft us, when we defeended from the intenfe cold of one of thofe deferts into the plains 
and Valleys, where the heat, though but moderate, feemed excelfive to thofe conu’pg 
from fuch frozen regions. Laftly, without any concern, we encountered the dangers 
“unavoidable among thofe fteep precipices, and a great variety of others to which we 
were continually expofed. The little cabins of the Indians, and the flails for cattle fcat- 
tered up and down on the fkirts of the mountains, and u here we ufed to lodge in pur 
paffage from one defert to another, were to us fpacious palaces ; mean villages appeared 
like fplendid cities, and the conversation of a prieft, and two or three of his companions, 
charmed* us like the banquet of Xenophon : the little markets held in thofe towns, when 
we happened to pafs through them on a Sunday, feemed tc it" as if filled with all the 
variety of Seville fair. Thus the leaft object became magnified, when we defended 
for two or three days from our exile, which jn fome places lafted fifty days fucceffively ; 
and it mull be owned, that there were particular, occafions when our fufferings were fuch 
that nothing could have fupported us under them, and animated us to perfevere, but 
that honour and fidelity which jointly confpircd to induce both companies, whatever 
Ihould be the confequence, not to leave imperfect a work fo long defired by all civilized 
nations, and fo particularly countenanced by the two powerful .. ' anarchs our fovereigns. 

It may not be amif's here to inform .the reader of the different opinions conceived by 
the neighbouring inhabitants, with regard to our enterprife. Some admired our refo- 
lution, others could not tell what conftrucHon to put upon our perfeverance; and even 
thofe of the beft parts and education among them were utterly at a lofs what to think. 
They made it their, bufiaefs to examine the buiisuis concerning the life we led, but , the 

$12 «anfwers 
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anfwers they received only tended to increafe their doubt6 «and aftpnifhment. They 
favt that thofe people, though naturally hardy, robuft, and inured to fatigues, could 
not be prevailed upon, notwithftanding the encouragement of double pay, to continue 
any time with us. The ferenity in which we lived on thofe dreaded places was not 
unknown to them ; and they faw with what tranquillity and conftancy we pafled from 
one fcene of folitude and labour to another. This to them appeared fo ftrange, that 
they were at a lofs what to attribute it to. Some confidered us as little better than 
lunatics, others more fagacioufly imputed the whole to covetoufnefs, and that we were 
certainly , endeavouring to dilcover fome rich minerals by particular methods of our 
own invention j others again fufpeclcd that we dealt in magic ; but all were involved 
in a labyrinth of confufion with regard to the nature of our defign. And the more 
they reflected on it, the greater was their perplexity, being unable to difeover any thing 
proportionate to the pains and hardfhips we underwent. And even when we informed 
them of the real motive of this expedition, which caufed fo much allonifhment, their 
ignorance of its importance would not fufier them to give credit to what we faid ; fuf- 
peding that we concealed, under the veil of an incomprehenfible chimera, our real 
practices, of which, as I have already obferved, they had no good opinion. 

Among feveral pleafant adventures which this occafioned, I lhall only mention two, 
both of which are ftill frefh in my memory ; and may ferve to illuftrate the flrangc 
ideas thefe ignorant people formed of us. While we were at the fignal of Vengotafm, 
ereCted on a defert at no great diftance from the town of Latacunga, about a league 
from the place where we had pitched our field-tent was a cow-houle, where we con- 
ftantly pafled the night ; for the afeent not being remarkably difficult, we could every 
morning, in fair weather, return loon enough to the tent to begin .our obfervations. 
One morning as we were palling to the fignal, we faw at a diltance three or four 
Indians, in appearance on their knees ; and we found indeed, on our approaching 
nearer, that this was their real polture ; we alfo obferved that their hands were joined, 
and that they uttered words in their language with the greateft fervour and the molt 
fupplicant accent ; but by the pofition of their eyes, it was evident that we were the 
perlbns whom they thus addrefled. We feveral times made figns for them to rife, 
but they ftill kept their polture till we were got at a confiderable diftance. We had 
fcarce begun to prepare our inftruments within the tent, when we wefe alarmed with 
a repetition of the fame fupplicant vociferations. On going out to know the caufe, we 
found the fame Indians again on their knees before the tent ; nor were we able, by all 
the figns we could make, to raife them from that pofture. There fortunately happened 
at that time to be with us a fervant who underftood both the Indian and Spanilh lan- 
guages ; and having directed him to alk thefe poor people what they wanted of us, 
we were informed that the eldeft of them was the father of the others, and that his 
afs being either ftrayed or ftolen, he came to us, as perfons who knew every thing, 
to entreat us to commiferate his great lofs, and put him in a method of recovering his 
beaft. This fimplicity of the Indians afforded us no final 1 entertainment ; and though 
we did all we could, by means of our interpreter, to undeceive them, we found they 
were equally tenacious of this ftrange error as of genuflexion ; and would ftill believe, 
that nothing was hid from us ; till having wearied themfelves with thefe clamorous 
vociferations, and finding we took no notice of them, they retired, with all the marks 
of extreme forrow that we would not condefcend to inform them where they might find 
the afs ; and with a firm perfuafion that our refufal proceeded from ill- na ture) and not 
from ignorance. 6 


The 
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The other adventure I fhall mention, happened to myfelf in particular, and not with 
fimple and ignorant Indian peafants, but with one of the principal inhabitants of 
Cuenca. While the whole company were on the mountain of Bueran, not far from the 
town of Cannar, I received a menage from the prieft of that place, informing me, that two 
Jefuits of my acquaintance were palling that way, and, if I was defirous of feeing them,. 
I might find them at his houfe. As I was cheerfully defcending the mountain to enjoy 
this pleafmg invitation, I happened to be overtaken by a gentleman of Cuenca, who 
was going to take a view of his lands in that jurifdicfion, and had obferved me coming 
from our tent. He was, it feems, acquainted with my name, though he had never 
feen me; but obfeiving me drefied in the garb of the Meftizos, and the loweft clafs 
of people, the only habit in which 'we could perform our operations, he took me for 
one of the fervants, and began to examine me ; and I was determined not to undeceive 
him till he had finilhed. Among other things, he told me, that neither he nor any 
body elfe would believe, that the afeertaining the figure and magnitude of the earth, 
as we pretended, could ever induce us to lead fuch a difmal and uncouth' life ; that, 
however we might deny it, we had doubtlefs difeovered many rich minerals on thofe 
lofty deferts ; adding, that perfons in his circumftances were not to be fatisfied with 
line words. Here I laboured to remove the prejudices he entertained againft our ope- 
rations ; but all I could fay only tended to confirm him in his notion ; and, at parting, 
he added, that doubtlefs, by our profound knowledge in the magic art, we might 
make much greater dil’coveries than thofe who were ignorant of it. Thefe opinions 
were blended with others equally abfurd and ridiculous ; but I found it impoflible to 
undeceive him, and accordingly left him to enjoy his own notions. 

Our feries of triangles in the fouth part being finilhed, and a fecond bafe meafured 
by each company, to prove tvk truth of our work, we began our aftronomical obfer- 
vations ; but our inftruments not being perfectly adapted to that, intention, we were 
obliged, in the month of December of the fame year, to return to Ouiro, in order to 
conitrudt another, on whofe accuracy we could fafely rely ; anu this employed us till 
the firll of Auguft of the following year j 740 ; when, without any farther lofs of time, 
we again repaired to Cuenca, and immediately began our obfervations ; but thefe being 
very tedious, were not finilhed before the end of September ; the atmofphereof that' 
country being very unfavourable to aftronomical obfervations. For, in the deferts, 
the clouds in which we were fo frequently involved hindered us from difeerning the other 
fignals ; and in the city, over which they Ipread a kind of perpetual pavilion, they hid the 
liars from us while they palled the meridian; but patience and refolution, infpired by 
the importance of our enterprife, having enabled us at laft to perform our talk on the 
fouth Tide of the equator, we prepared for our journey to tin north of it, in order to 
make the aftronomical obfervations at the other extremity of the arch of the meridian, 
and thus put the finilhing hand to our work** but this was for fome time retarded by 
an accident of importance which called us to 1.1 na. 

In December 1 743, the reafons which detained us at Lima, Guayaquil, and in 
Chili, no longer fubfifting, we returned to Quito in January 1 744., when Don George 
Juan and I prolonged the arch of the meridian four triangles, bv which it was extended 
k to the place where M. Godin, in 17-10, had made the fecond ..uronomical obfervation, 
and which he now repeated, and finilhed in the month of May 1744. 

Meflrs*Bouguer and M. de la Condamine having at that time finilhed the feveral parts 
affigned to them, had left Quito, in order to return to France; the former by the way 
of Carthagena, and the latter by the river of the Amazons ; but the reft of the com- 
piny remained, there fome time; fome for fear of being taken by the enemy, fome for 

* want. 
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want of the means to defray the charges neceflary In fo long a journey, aqd others on 
account of their having contra&ed fome obligations, and were unwilling to leave .the 
country till they could difcharge them. So that in the former only the natural defire 
of returning to their country prevailed, in order there to repofe themfelves after fuch 
a feries of labours and hardfhips, by which the 'health and vigour of all were in fotlie 
meafure impaired. 


CHAP. III. — - The Names of the Defcrts and other Places where the Signals were erefled 
for forming the Series of Triangles for mcafuring an Arch of the Meridian. 

IN order to gratify the curiofity of the reader with regard to our operations, I (hall 
mention in feparate articles, the places where each company made their obfervations, 
and the time they were obliged to remain there ; omitting a detail of circutnftance'-', 
many of which would be little more than a paraphrafe on the fubjeft of the preceding 
chapter* Nor (hall I here include thofe ftations ufed in the year 1736, after mcafuring 
the bafe of Yaruqui, both on its extremities and in the deferts of Pambamarca and 
Yllahalo ; for the difppfition of the triangles being afterwards altered, they were 
repeated. Therefore, confidcring them at not ufed at that time, I (lull begin with 
thofe ftations in which no fuch circumftances happened, and range them in the order 
they were occupied. 

Deferts on which the Signals were erefted for the Operations conduced by M. de la Conda - 

mine and myfelf. 

I. — Signal on the Defert of Pichincha. 

The fignal was at firft ere&ed on the higheft fummit of Pichincha, but afterwards 
removed to another ftation at the foot of the pic ; the top having been afterwards found 
not to be the moft proper place. We began our obfervations on this mountain on the 
i4thofAuguft 1737, but could not finilh them before the beginning of December 
following. ’ 

II. — The Signal on Oyambaro, the South Extremity of the Bafe of Yaruqui. 

On the 2cth of December 1737, we removed to Oyambaro ; and finilhed our ob- 
fervations necelfary to be made there on the 29th of the fame month. 

III. — "Signal on Caraburu, the Northern Extremity of the Bafe of Yaruqui. 

On the 30th of December we pafied to Caraburu, and continued there till the 24th 
of January 1738. This long ftay was partly occafioned by the badnefs of the weather, 
and partly by the want of fignals. 

IV. — Signal on the Defert of Pambamarca. 

On this defert of Pambamarca, where we had before been in 1 736, on finilhing the 
meafurement at Yaruqui, a fecond fignal was ere&ed here, and we went up the 26th 
of January 1738, where we remained till the 8th of February; and though we had 
not here me difficulties of the ice and fnow to ftruggle with, as on Pichincha and other 

fubfequ&t 
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fubfequent ftatione, yet we were extremely incommoded by the velocity of the winds, 
which were fd violent that it yvas difficult to Hand i ‘and, notwithftanding the beft Ihelter 
poffible to be procured, we often found it very difficult to keep the inifrument fteady ; 
which, of confequence, greatly increafed the difficulty of making the obfervations with 
the neceffary accuracy. 

V. — Signal on the Mountain of Tanlagua. 

On the 1 2th of February we afcended the mountain of Tanlagua ; and having the 
next day finifhed our obfervations, returned. If this mountain be but fmall in com- 
parifon of others in this Cordillera, and thus faved us the many inconveniencies of a 
lofty ftation, yet the fteepnefs cf its Tides put us to no fmall difficulty, there being no 
other poffible method of going up than by climbing ; and the greateft care is requifite 
in fixing the hands and feet clofe and firm ; nor is it poffible to climb it in lefs than 
four hours. The defcent, as may naturally be concluded, is little lefs hazardous, as 
you mult fit and Aide down much the greater part of it ; and this muft be done gently, 
left, by celerity of motion, you tumble down the precipice. 

VI. — Signal on thf Plain of Changalli. 

On the 1 7th of March we removed to the fignal of Changalli, and finiihed the ne* 
cefi'ary obfervations on the 20th. We fpent the time here very comfortably. The 
fignal was crefted on a plain, where neither the air nor weather molefted us ; and be- 
ing lodged in a farm-houfe near the fignal, and not far from the town of Pintac, we 
had all the neceffary conveniencies of life, the want of which we often feverely felt in 
the deferts. Tliefe comforts did not, however, in the leaf! abate our diligence to avail 
ourfelves of every inftant when the fignals on the mountains were not concealed in 
clouds. But one circumftance which lengthened our flay was, that fome of the fignals 
were wanting, having been blown down by the wind ; it was therefore refolved, that 
for the future the field-tents ffiould lerve for fignals. And, accordingly, we afterwards 
conftantly purfued this method. 

» 

VII. — Signal on the Defert of Pucaguaico, on the Side of the Mountain Catopaxf. * 

This mountain we afcended the 21ft of March, and on the 4th of April were obliged 
to return, after in vain endeavouring to finilh our obfervations. For, not to mention 
our own fufferings, the froft and fnow, together with the winds, which blew fo vio- 
lently that they feemed endeavouring to tear up that dreadful volcano by its rdtits, ren- 
dered the making obfervations abfolutely impracticable. Such is indeed the rigour of 
this climate, that the very beafls avoid it ; nor could our mules be kept at the place 
where we, at firft, ordered the Indians to take care of them ; fo that they were obliged 
to wander in fearch of a milder air, and fometimes to fuch a diftance that we had often 
no fmall trouble in finding them. 

At Pucaguaico we however faw the neceffity of either erecting the fignal further to 
^he fouth, or fetting up another in the intermediate fpace. 8e\ ■-.al confutations were 
held, to -determine on the beft method ;• but, as other things were neceffary to be done 
before we.came to a conclufion, the operations were fufpended, and the interval fpent 
in making obfervations on the velocity of found, and other phyfical fubjefts. Every 
thing being ready for renewing our operations, we a fecond time afcended Pucaguaico 
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on the 1 6th of Auguft, and it was our good fortune by the a ad to have finifhed all ouf 
neceffary operations. 


VIII. — Signal on the Defert Corazon. 

On the 1 2th of July, before we had finifhed our operations at the ftation of Puca- 
guaico, we afccnded to the defert Corazon, where 4 we ftaid till the 9th of Auguft. This 
mountain is nearly of the fame height with that of Pichincha ; and its loftieft fununit, 
like that of the former, a rock of confiderable altitude. At the foot of this rock the 
iignal was erected ; and thus our ftation nearly refeinbled that of Pichincha. There was 
indeed this confiderable difference, that our fuff'erings from the winds, froft, and fnows, 
were confiderably lefs. 

IX. — Signal on Papa-urco. 

It had been determined that Papa-urco fiiould be the place where the intermediate 
iignal betwixt thofe of Pucaguaico and Vengotafin fhculd be erected. This mountain, 
which is of a middling height, we afeended the 11th of Auguft, and continued on it 
till the 1 6th, when we returned to Pucaguaico ; fo that this eafy mountain was a kind 
of refting- place between the two painful ft^jons of Corazon and Pucaguaico. 

X. — Signal on the Mountain of Milin j 

Whofe height is nearly the fame with that of the Papa-urco. We afeended it on 
the 23d of Auguft, and by the 29th had finifhed die neceffary obfervations. 

XI. — Signal on the Mountain Vengotafin. 

The mountain of Vengotafin is not remarkably high, but our flay on ii was longer 
than we at firft imagined ; for, after finifhing our obfervations on the 4th of September, 
lbme difficulties which arofe with regard to the pofition of the following fignal towards 
the fouth detained us till the 18th. However, the town of Latucunga being contiguous 
to the Ikirts of this mountain," and having feveral farms in its neighbourhood, w< 
were at no lofs for many conveniences of which we were deftitutc in feveral other 
Rations. 


XII. — Signal on the Mountain of Chalapu. 

Our ftay on this mountain was fhorter than on any other in the whole feries of tri- 
angles ; for we continued only part of four days, going up the 20th and coming down 
the 23d. It is none of the higheft mountains, and has in its neighbourhood the town 
<of Hanrbatq, and its Ikirts diverfified with feats and farms j but the aclivity is fo fteep, 
that the fafeft way is to afeend it on foot. 

XIII. — Signal of Chichichoco. 

The fignal of Chichichoco was ere&ed onlhe fide of the mountain of that name, 
which is a branch of the famous fnowy mountain of Carguairafo. . Here we flayed 
only from the 24th to the 29th of September. . Though the fpot where we placed the 
A^ial was of a very inconfiderable height when compared with that of the other moun- 
tains, yet, from its proximity to Carguairafo, when the wind blew from that quarter, 
if W5« . confiderably cold, but not comparable to that we felt on the deferts, where every 
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part was covered with ice, hail, or fnow. The day we left this place, while our 
Indians were loading the mules, and w r e in the tent ready to fet out on our journey, an 
earthquake was felt, which reached four leagues round the country. Our tent rocked 
from fide to fide, in conformity to the undulating motion obferved in the earth j thus 
(hock was only one of the final! concullions frequent in thofe parts. 


XIV. — Signal of Mulrnul. 

This iignal, and the three following, occafioned feveral journeys from one to another \ 
as, lor the greater accuracy of the obfervations, auxiliary triangles were to be formed, 
in order to verify the diltances refulting from the principal. The difficulty allb of reci- 
procally diilinguilhing fome fignalsfrom others, obliged us to change their pofition, till 
they hood in proper places ; and confequently laid us under a neceffity of going often 
from one Ration to another. On the 8th of November, having ftnilhed all our obfer- 
vations, the company removed to Riobamba, where I myfelf had been confined ever 
fmee the 20th of October, with a critical diieafe, which at firfl attacked me at Chichi- 
choco, and increafing at Mulrnul, I was obliged to remain in a cow-houfe on that 
mountain, from whence 1 was removed to Riobamba ; and this accident hindered me 
from being prefent at the iignals XV. XV^jpnd XVII. which were thofe of Guayama, 
Limal, and Nabufo. 


XVIII. — Signai. of Sifa-pongo. 

At the fignal of Sifa-pongo we continued from the gth to the end of November ; and 
here the trigonometrical obfervations were intermitted till Don George Juan and 
M. Godin returned from Quito, to which city they repaired in order to take fome mea- 
fures neceffary for the continuation of the work. But, that this interval might not be 
loft, M. Bouguer propofed to make fome experiments, in order to demon/lrate the fyf- 
tem of attraction. The place he made choice of for thefe experiments was the moun- 
tain of Chimborazo. In this ftation, and the following, of the fandy defert of the fame 
mountain, we fufl'ered more than on any other. 

• 

XIX. — Signai. of Lalangufo. 

On the defert of Lalangufo, our obfervations were continued from the 24th to the 
31ft of January 1739. 


XX. — Sign ai, on the Defert of Chul'ay. . 

The ftation on the defert of Chufay was one of the mod tedious in the whole leries 
of triangles, being unavoidably detained on this dif greeable mountain from the 3d of 
February to the 24th of March. This delay was occaiioned by the difficulty of pitching 
o» proper places for erecting the fucceeding Iignals, that they might ftand in full view, 
be ealily diftinguilhed one from another^ and form regular trianr'es. This was indeed 
a difficult talk, the lofty fummits of the mountains of the Cordillera of Azuay, where 
they were to be placed, intercepting each other from our fight. The tedioufnefs of this 
ftation was inereafed by the rigour of the weather, the ftrength of the winds, and its 
great diftance from any place where we could procure conv£nient ffielter and re- 
frgfliments. 

VOL. xiv. • 3 k XXL 
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XXL — Signal on the Defert of Tialoma. 

On the defert of Tialoma we continued from the 26th of March to the 25th of April, 
but had little, except the length of the time, to complain of. 

XXII. — Signal on the Defert of Sinafaguan. 

We arrived at the defert of Sinafaguan on the 27th of April, and left it on the qth 
of May, the only c lear day we had during our flay ; but as we have already mentioned 
our fulferings on this defert, it will be unneceflary to repeat them here. 

X XIII. — Signal on the Defert of Bucran. 

We continued on the defert of Bueran from the 10th of May to the ill of June; 
but, befides the Jinall height of the mountain, the town of Cannar being only two 
leagues diftant from it, we were in want of nothing. The temperature of the air was 
alfo much more mild than on the other deferts ; befides, we had the great fatisfaclion 
of relieving our folitude by going to hear mafs on Sundays, and other days of precept, 
in the town. Thefe comforts had, howe#r, fomc allay ; for while we continued on 
this defert, the animals, cottages, and Indians, fufl'ered three times in a very melancholy 
manner by tempefls of lightning, which fell on the neighbouring plains ; till thofe coun- 
tries, cfpecially the defert of Burgay, which borders on that of Bueran, being fubjeft to 
terrible florins. 


XXIV. — Signal on the Defert of Yafuay. 

Our obfervations at the fignal of Yafuay were not fmifhed till the 1 fill of July ; there 
being a neceflity, before we could conclude them, to pitch on the mod convenient place 
for meafuring a fccond bafe, in order to prove the accuracy of all the preceding geome- 
trical operations ; and, after fixing on a proper fpot, to determine where the fignals 
between Yafuay and the bafe could be mod properly placed. In order to this, we went 
to Cuenca, and from thence proceeded to the plains of Talqui and los Bannos. At Lift 
it was determined that the bafe fhould be meaiured in the former, by which the refult 
of the triangles was to be verified by my company, and that of the other in the plain of 
Lbs Bannos. The requifite fignals alfo were erected ; and we returned to the defert of 
Yafuay, where we continued our obfervations, which employed us from the 7th to tho 
1 6th of July. Though this mountain is one of the highell in the whole territory of 
Cuenca, and the afeejit fo deep that there is no going up but on foot, nor even by that 
method without great labour, yet the cold is far from being fo intolerable as on Sina- 
faguan and the deferts north of that mountain. So that we cheerfully fupported the 
inconveniences of litis dulion. 


XXV. — Signal on the Mountain of Borma. 

This mountain is but low, as are all the others in the neighbourhood of Cuenca, fo 
that here we were not impeded by any cloudy fummits. It was alfo our good fortune 
that Yafuay, contrary to our apprelienfions, was clear and vifible the whole 19th of 
July ; fo that we finifhtd our obfervations in two days agreeably. 

XXVI. 
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XXVI. XXVII. XXVIII. XXIX. — Signals of Pugin, Pillachiquir, Alparupafca, and 

Chinan. 

The two lad. being the north and fouth extremities of the bafe of Talqui, the four 
flations of Pugin, Pillachiquir, Alparupafca, and Chinan did not require our attendance ; 
for being near the bafe of Talqui, we daily went from the farm-houit s where we lodged, 
and obferved the angles, except that of Pillachiquir, to which, on account of its greater 
didance than that of the other ftgrials, there was a necedity for our viliting ; but hap- 
pily concluding our obfervations the lame day we reached it, there was no nalbn for our 
longer day. 

XXX. XXXI. — Signals of Guanacauri, and the Tower of the great Church of 

Cuenca. 

The feries of triangles, except the two lad at the extremities of the focond bafe, being 
finiihed, it was necellary to form other triangles, in order to fix the place of the obfer- 
vatory where, when the geometrical obfervations were linifhed, the adronomical were to 
begin. Thofe which fell to my lot, were a fignal on the mountain of Guanacauri, and 
the tower of the great church of Cuenca j&and thefe angles were taken at the lame time 
the adronomical obfervations were making. 

At the north extremity of the arch of the meridian new triangles were afterwards 
formed, as w r e have already obferved in the foregoing chapter. This rendered it necef- 
fary for us to make choice of different places on thefe mountains for erecting other 
ftgnals in order to form thefe triangles. The fame order which had been followed 
during the whole feries of menfuration, that each perlon fliould take two angles of every 
triangle, was obferved here ; and thofe ailigned to me were the following : 

XXXII. XXXIII. XXXIV. XXXV. — Signals on Guapulo, the Mountain of Cani- 

panario, and thofe of Colin, and Mira. 

The obfervations to be made at thefe four Rations could not be fuiilhed till thofe 
alarming reaforfs which called us to Lima and Chili no longer fubfided, and we were 
returned to Quito. The work at the firft and lad Rations was difpatched without the 
noceflity of lodging there ; for, being near Quito and the village of Mira, when the 
weather promiled us a favourable opportunity, it was only an eafy ride ; but we found 
it very different with regard to the Rations of Campanario and Cofin. However, w r e 
left all the four at the fame time, namely, on the 23d of M:,y 1744; the day when 
Don George and myfelf put the finidiing hand to the adronomical obfervations which 
we had re-affumed on the 1 4th of February of the fame year ; and thus the whole pro- 
cels relative to the menfuration of an arch of the meridian was concluded. 

Signals ere fled on Dcfcrts, &c. where the Obfervations were conduced by Mr. Godin 

and Din George Juan. 

The ftations immediately fubfequent to the admeafurement of the bafe of Yaruqui, 
in the year 1736, and afterwards not made ufe of, as wc have already obferved, were 
eoinmon’to both companies ; the method which was afterwards followed, for every one 
to obferve two angles in all the triangles, not having been thought of ; though it both 
Shortened the work, and, at the fame time, rendered it much eafier : fo that Don George 

3 K a Juan 



ulloa’s voyage to south ameiuca. 


43 6 

*•' Juan and Mr. Godin were on the deferts of Yllahalo and Fanibamarca, at the fame time 
with Meff. Bouguer and Condamine and inyfelf. 

I. II. — Signals on the Extremities of the Bafe of Yaruqui. 

In order to make the neceffary obfcrvations relating to thefe two fignals, they lefr 
Quito on the 20th of AuguJt 1 737, and had completely finilhed them by the 27th. 

ill. — Signal on the Defert of Pambamarca.. 

After they had concluded all the neceffary obfcrvations at the extremities of the bafe, 
they went without delay to the defert ol Pambamarca, and completely iinilhed their 
operations by the hill ot September. 

IV. — Signal on the Mountain of Tanlagua. 

Having finifhed their obfcrvations on the defert, they came ('own to the little town of 
Quenche, in that neighbourhood, in ot tier <■> proceed la>iii thence to Tanlagua ; bur 
the Indians, who were to accompany them, being on hi e.ngeis to the extreme feverity 
of the weather on that defert, dilcouragcd by their recent hi lie rings on Pambamarca, 
and knowing they fhould liill fufler more on Tanlagua, were not to be found; and the 
loweft clafs of inhabitants in the town, apprehending that they fhould be lent on this 
painful fervice, alfolcft their habitations and abfcomled ; lb that the joint endeavours of 
the alcalde and prieft to difeover them proved imHedual ; and after a delay of tw o whole 
days, the curate, with great difficulty, prevailed on the facriltan, and other Indians em- 
ployed in the fervice of the church, to accompany them, and take ca e of the loaded 
mules as far as the farm-houfe of Tanlagua, where they arrived the 5th of September. 
The next day they began to afeend the mountain, which, being very lleop, funk them 
up a whole day in climbing it. But this being more than the Indians were aide to per- 
form, as they carried the field-tents, baggage, and inflruments, they were obliged to 
flop half way ; fo that thofe on the top were under a nccellity of palling the night 
there without any flicker ; and a hard frolt coming on, they were altnoll perifluai with 
cold ; for they were fo greatly afleded by it, that they had no ufe of’their limbs till 
they returned to a warmer air. After all thefe hard/hips, the gentlemen could not iinifli 
their obfcrvations, fome of the fignals being wanting, having either been blown down 
by the winds, or carried away by the Indian herdlfnen : fo that, during the interval, 
while perfons W'ore employed in eroding others, they returned to Quito, and applied 
themfelves to examine the divilions of the quadrants. Thefe operations, being very 
tedious, employed them fill the month of December, when, all the fignals which were 
wanting being replaced, they again, on the 20th of December, repaired to their poll at 
Tanlagua; and on the 27th finifhed the obfcrvations neceflary to be made at that 
flation. 


V. — Signal on the Mountain of Guapulo. 

The fignal of Guapulo being eroded on a mountain of no groat height, and in the 
neighbourhood of Quito, their rcfidence was not liccrllary ; for, by felting out from the 
city at day-break, they could reach the field tent, where the inffruments were left, early 
in the morning. Thefe journeys repeated every day, and though every moment of 
time was improved to the greatefl advantage, it was the 24th of January 1738 before 
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they finifhed the obfervations, with that accurate precifion fo confpicuous in all their 
operations. 

VI. — Signal on the Cordillera and Defert of Gurmani. 

% Thcy were obliged to make two journeys to the mountain of Guarnani, C e fignal 
having been fir ft mifplaced, fo as not to be feen from that eroded on Corazon ; and 
confequently there was a neceflity for removing it. And though, in order ,o do this, 
they afcended the mountain on the ?.Srh of January, they found it necdLry u. mum 
thither on the 7th of February, when they were fortunate enough to finifij every thing 
remaining the very next day. 

VII. — Signal on the Defert of Corazon. 

This mountain alfo the gentlemen were obliged to vifit twice ; the firft journey was 
on the 20th of January, and the fecund on the 12th of March 1738. 

VIII. — Signal of Limpie-pongo, on the Defert of Cotopaxi. 

They went up to the defert of Cotopaxi on the 1 6th of March, and remained there 
till the 3 1 ft ; when they obferved that the fignal of Guarnani was not vifibie from 
thence, and therefore it wasnecellary to creel another in the intermediate fpace ; which 
being completed • n the 9th of Augult, they again repaired to the iignal of Limpie- 
pongo, on Cotopaxi; where they finifhed all their operations by the 13th of the fame 
month, and left every thing in exact order. In afeending the mountain in this fecond 
journey, the mule on which Don George Juan rode fell down a breach four or five 
toifes deep, but providentially without receiving the leaft hurt. 

As they had been obliged to erect another fignal between thole of Guarnani and 
Limpie-pongo, in ordc r to continue the lories of triangles ; fo there was alfo a neceflity 
for returning to lome Rations, to nbferve again the angles which had before been deter- 
mined. Thele operations, together with the experiments on the velocity of found, 
and the observations at the new fignal, filled up the interval from the time the operations 
were fufpended on Limpie-pongo, till they returned to finilii them. 

* 

IX. — Signal on the Defert or Chinch ulagua. 

The operations of the fignal of Chinchuhgua, eroded on the defert of the fame 
name, were completed on the 8th of Augult ; but a doubt ariiing with regard to one 
ol the angles obferved, lor the greater certainty, they returned to this Ration, and again 
examined the angle in queflion, after they had finifhed then* ohiervations at Limpie- 
pongo. 

X. — Signal on the Mouinain of Papa-urco. 

After verifying the obfervation on ChinehuLgua, they removed to the fignal of 
Papa-urco, and finifhed their oblervations in the fame month of Auguft. Here they 
for feme time fufpended their operations, being called to Quito on affairs of importance, 
relating to the French academicians. 

XI. — Signal on the Mountain of Milin. 

Ihe allairs which had required M. Godin’s prefence at Quito being terminated within 
ihe, tnuniii, they returned, on the til of September, tu make the neediury obferva* 
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tions at the fignal of Milin, where they continued till the 7th, when they left it, having; 
completely finifhed their operations. 

XII. — Signal on the Defcrt of Chulapu. 

From Milin they proceeded to the defcrt of Chulapu, where they remained till the 
18th of September, when they had finilhed all their obfervatipns. Till this fignal, 
exclufive, each company had obferved the three angles of all the triangles ; both be- 
caufe they differed from one another, and to prove by this precifion the errors in the 
divifions of the quadrants, before obferved by other methods. But from this fignal, 
inclufive, each company obferved two angles only of the other triangles, as had been 
agreed on. 


XIII. — Signal in Jivicatfu. 

In Jivicatfu they remained from the 1 8th to the 26th of September. This ftation 
was one of the moil agreeable ; for, betides the height on which the fignal was eroded, 
the temperature of the air, and the cheerful alped of the country, the town of Pdaro 
was in the neighbourhood, fo that they wanted for nothing. 

XIV. XV. — Signals on the Deferts of Mulmul and Guayama. 

Thefe two deferts are placed together, becaufe their fummits are united by gentle 
eminences ; on one of which is a cow-houfe, uled by the Indians when they go in 
fearch of their cattle, which feed on the fides of this mountain. In this cow-houfe 
Don George Juan, M. Godin, and their attendants, took up their quarters on the 
30th of September, and every morning, when the weather was favourable, repaired 
to the fignal ereded on one or other of the eminences. But the diflance between the 
two ftations being very fmall, and the obfervations made there requiring to be verified 
by thofe of other auxiliary triangles, it was abfolutely neceffary to determine exactly 
the ftations where thefe triangles were to be formed ; and to remain there till the 
diftances were fettled, and the obfervaiions relating to them concluded ; which opera* 
tions, notwithftanding the greateft diligence was ufed, employed them till the 20th of 
Odober. 

Kvery thing at the two preceding ftations being finifhed, they repaired to the village 
of Riobamba, determining to continue their work without interruption ; but meeting 
with fome difficulties concerning the mofl advantageous pofition of the fubfequent 
triangles, and money beginning to grow fhort with our whole focicty, both Spaniards 
and French, it was thought neceffary to make ufe of the interval while tl»e proper 
places for eroding the fignals were determining, to procure fupplies. Accordingly, 
M. Godin and Don George Juan again fet out from Riobamba for Quito on the 7th of 
November ; but it was the 2d of February following before we had the pleafurc of con- 
gratulating them on their return, the former having been feized with a fever, which 
brought him very low, and detained them a confiderable time at Quito. 

XVI. XVII. — Signals on Amula and Sifa-pongo. 

The obfervations neceffary at the fignal of Amula were finifhed before the journey fo 
Quito j and from the 2d of February 1739, when they returned to Riobamba, till the 
19th, they were employed in thofe relating to Sifa-pongo. 

xyw. 
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XVIII. — Signal on the Mountain of Sefgum. 

On the mountain of Sefgum they had occafion to (lay only from the 20th to the 23d 
of February. For this fignal flood on the declivity of a mountain, and they vigilantly 
employed every moment when the other deferts were free from thofe clouds in which 
they are ufually involved. 

XIX. — Signal on the Defert of Senegualap. 

The obfervations at the fignal of Senegualap detained them from the 23d of February 
to the 1 3th of March. The length of the time was indeed the moft difagrecable part, 
as otherwife they did not place this among thq worlt ftations they had met with during 
their courfe of obfervations. 

XX. — Signal on the Defert of Chufay. 

From Senegualap they proceeded to the defert of Chu?ay, a ftation which gave thefe 
gentlemen no lefs trouble than it had done us. Our company had no concern with 
the ftation on this defert ; for according to the alternative eflablifhed between the two 
companies, that of Senegualap was the place to which we were to repair. But after 
fmifhing the obfervations at I.alangufo, being uneafy at the long flay of M. Godin 
and Don George Juan at Quito, to divert our thoughts by fome laborious employ- 
ment, we divided our company into two, in order to profecute the menfuration, till 
thofe gentlemen returned. Accordingly, M. Bouguer, at the head of one detachment, 
went to the fignal of Senegualap, and M. de la Condamine and myfelf repaired to that 
of Chufay. But M. Godin and Don George Juan joining 11s there, we returned to our 
proper company, and the operations were continued in the order agreed on. 

XXI. — Signal on the Defert of Sinafaguan. 

This defert was one of thofe common to both companies ; and that of Don George 
Juan -remained on it till the 29th of May, \yhen the obfervations of both were finifhed. 
Thus every member of the two companies equally fliared in the fatigues of the opera* 
tions, and in the hard (hips unavoidable in fuch dreary regions. 

XXII. — Signal on the Defert of Quinoaloma. 

The defert of Quinoaloma, like the former, may be clafled among the moft dif- 
agreeable ftations in the whole feries ; for though they repaired hither from Sinafaguan, 
it was the 31ft of the fame month before they could finidi the ohlervations relating to 
this fignal. 

In their road from Quinoaloma they palled through the town of Azogues ; where 
leaving their inllruments and baggage, they went to Cuenca, to furvey the plains of 
Talqui and I.os Bannos, in order to make choice of one of them for meafuring the 
bafe ; and having pitched on the latter, and confulted with us relating to the fignals 
wanting, they returned to the town of Azogues. 

XXIII. — Signal op the Defert of Yafuay. 

On the 1.5th of June they proceeded to the defert of Yafuay, and continued there 
till the nth of July; when, having finilhed their obfervations, they returned to 
Cu$nca, where they employed themfelves in meafuring the bafe on the plain of l.os 
8 . Bannos, 
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Bannos, and in beginning the aftronomical obfervations. This they profecuted with 
incefiant diligence till the ioth of December following, when, in order to continue 
them with the greater precifion and certainty, a new inftrument became neceffary, and 
for this purpofe they repaired to Quito. * 

XXIV. XXV. XXVI. XXVII. — Signals of Namarelte, Guanacauri, Los Bannos, 
and the Tower of the great Church, of Cuenca. 

Whilft they were making the aftronomical obfervations at Cuenca, they alfo, by 
unwearied diligence, finifhed thofe relating to the geometrical menfuration at the four 
llations of Namarelte, Guanacauri, Los Bannos, and the tower of the great church 
of Cuenca. The firft three ftations were to conned the bafe (which reached from 
Guanacauri to Los Bannos) with the feries of triangles ; and the laft ferved for the ob- 
fervatory jointly with the bafe. The obfervations at all thefe were completely finiftied 
at this time ; for though the next year we found it necetfary to go to Cuenca to repeat 
the aftronomical obfervations, yet all the operations relating to the geometrical menfu- 
rations were accurately finilhed at this time. 

XXVIII. XXIX. XXX. XXXI. XXXII. — Signals on the Mountains of Guapulo, 
Pambamarca, Campanario, Cuicocha, and Mira. 

In the year 1744, when we returned to the province of Quito, in order to conclude 
the whole work, having conquered the difficulties which obliged us to intermit the 
aftronomical obfervations, as we have already obferved, Don George Juan added fix 
ftations to the feries of triangles, there being a neceffity for repeating the obfervations 
of Cuapulo and Pambamarca, in order to* extend the feries of triangles farther to the 
northward, aru of his repairing again to the mountains of Campanario and Cuicocha. 
Here, and at P«-:-.bamnrca, he was obliged to remain amidft all the inconveniences and 
hardffiips of thofe dreadful regions, till he had completed the neceftafy obfervations ; 
all which he bore with great magnanimity ; but at thofe of Guapulo and Mira, which 
ferved to conned! the obfervatory, thofe inconveniences were avoided ; but as the obfer- 
vations at the laft ftation were jointly performed by both companies, die particulars of 
them have been already mentioned. 


CHAP. IV. — Defcription of the City of Quito. 

AS in the preceding deferiptions of the feveral cities and towns, I have not fwelled 
the accounts with chronological and hiftorical remarks, I Ihall obferve the fame method 
with regard to Quito, and only give an accurate account of the prefent ftate of this 
country, the manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants, and the fituation of the feveral 
places ; that fuch as know them only by name, may avoid thofe dangerous errorS' which 
too often refult from forming a judgment of things without a thorough knowledge of 
them. It may not, however, be amifs to premife, that this province was fubjedfed to 
the empire of Peru, by Tupac-Inga- Yupanqui, the eleventh Ynca. 

Garcilafc, in his hiftory of the Yncas of Peru, the beft guide we can follow on this 
fubjedt, obferves, that this conqueft was made by the army of that emperor, oommanded 
by his eldeft fon Hueyna-Capac, who alfo fucceeded him in the empire. Hueyna-Ca- 
pac, among other natural children, had one called Ata-Hualpa, by a daughter of the 
1 iaft 
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laft king of Quito ; and being extremely fond of him, on account of his many amiable 
qualities and accomplifhments, in order to procure him an honourable fettlement, pre- 
vailed on his legitimate and eldeft fon Huafcar to allow him to hold the kingdom of 
Quito as a fief of the empire 1 !; it being an invariable law, that all conquefts were to be 
perpetually annexed to the empire, and not alienated from it on any account whatever. 
Thus Hueyna-Capac enjoyed the fatisfaci ion of feeing his favourite a foveteign of large 
dominions. But on the death of his father, this prince, of whom fuch great hopes, had 
been conceived, ungratefully rebelled, feized on the empire, imprifoned his brother, 
And foon after put him to a violent death. His profperity was, however, but of Ihort 
continuance ; for he buffered the fame fate by order of Don Francifco Pizarro, who had 
font Sebaftian de Bclalcazar to make a conqueft of the kingdom of Quito. lie routed 
the Indians wherever they ventured to face him ; and having foon, by a feries of vic- 
tories, made himfelf mailer of the kingdom, and itf the year 1534, rebuilt the capital, 
which had buffered extremely from intclline commotions, called it San Francifco de 
Quito, a name it Hill retains, though it was not jill feven years after that the title of 
city was conferred upon it. 

We found, from accurate obfervations, that the city of Quito is fitifhted in the lati- 
tude of o° 13' 33" fouth, and in 298° 15' 45" of longitude from the meridian of Te- 
neriffe. It Hands in the inland parts of the continent of South America, and on the 
eaftern Ikirts of the Weft Cordillera of the Andes. Its diftance from the coaft of the 
South Sea is about thirty-five leagues weft. Contiguous to it, on the north-weft, is 
the mountain and defert of Pichincha, not lefs famous among ftrangers for its great 
height, than among the natives for the great riches it has been imagined to contain ever 
fince the times of idolatry ; and this only from a vague and unfupported tradition. 
The city is built on the acclivity of that mountain, and furrounded by others of a mid- 
dling height, among the breaches, or guaycos, as they are called here, which form the 
eminences of Pichincha. Some of thefe breaches are of a confiderable depth, and run 
quite through it, fo that great part of the buildings Hand upon arches. This renders 
the ftreets irregular and extremely uneven, fome being built on the afeents, defeents, 
and fummits of the breaches. This city, with regard to magnitude, may be compared 
to one of the fecond order in Europe ; but the unevennefs of its fituation is a great 
difadvantage to its’appearance. 

Near it*are two fpacious plains ; one on the fouth called Turu-bamba, three leagues 
in length ; and the other on the north, termed Inna-Quito, about two leagues in extept. 
Both are interfperfed with feats and cultivated lands, which greatly add to the profpett 
from the city, being continually covered with a lively verdure, and the neighbouring 
plains and hills always enamelled with flowers, there being here a perpetual fpring. 
This feene is beautifully diverfified with large numbers of cattle feeding on the eminen- 
ces, though the luxuriancy of the foil is fuch, that they cannot confume ail the 
herbage. 

Thefe two plains contrail as they approach the city, and, at their jundlion, form % 
neck ot land, covered with thofe eminences on which part of Quito Hands. It may, 
perhaps, appear ftrange, that, notwithftanding two fuch beautiful and extenfive plains 
aVe fo near the city, a fituation fo very inconvenient Ihould be preferred to either. But 
the firft founders feern to have had lefs regard for convenience and beauty, than for 
preferring the remembrance of their conqueft, by building on the fite of the ancient 
capital of tffe Indians, who made choice of fuch places for erefting their towns ; pro- 
bably front their being better adapted to defence. Befides, the Spaniards, during the 
infancy of their conqueft, little imagined this place would ever increafe to its prefent 
magnitude. Quito, however, was formerly in a much more flouriflung condition than 
vol. xiv. 3 l at 
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at prefent ; the number of its inhabitants hteing confiderably decreafed, particularly the 
Indians, whole ftreets of whofe huts are now forfaken, and in ruins. 

South- weft from Quito, op the neck of land belonging to the plain of Turu-bamba, 
is an eminence called Panecillo, or the Little Loaf, ironists figure refembling a fugar 
loaf. Its height is not above a hundred toil’es, and between it and the mountains cover- 
ing the eaft part of the city is a very narrow road. From the fouth and weft fides of 
the Panecillo ifiiie feveral Itreams of excellent water ; and from the eminences of Pi- 
chincha feveral brooks flow down the breaches, and, by means of conduits and pipes, 
plentifully fupply the whole city With water ; whitft the remainder, joining in outj 
ltream, forms a river called Machaugara, which waihes the fouth parts of the city, and 
is eroded over by a (tone bridge. 

Pichincha, in the Pagan times, was a volcano, and even iotne liery eruptions have 
been known fince the conqueft. The mouth, or aperture, was in a pic nearly of the 
fame height with that on which we took our Ration ; and the top of it is now covered 
with fand and calcined matter. At prefent no lire is ejected, nor does there any finoke 
ifl’ue from it. But fometimes the inhabitants are alarmed by dreadful noil'es, can fed by 
winds confined fn its bowels, which cannot tail of recalling to their minds the terrible 
deftruttion formerly caufed by its eruCtations, when the whole city and neighbouring 
country were often, as it were, buried under a deluge of allies, and the light of the 
fun totally intercepted, for three or four days fucceflively, by impenetrable clouds of 
dull. In the centre of the plain of Inna-Quito is a place called Rumibamba, i. e. a 
ftony plain, being full of large fragments of rocks thrown thither by the ejections of 
the mountain. We have already obferved, that the higheft part of Pichincha is covered 
with ice and fnow, confiderable quantities of which are brought down to the city, and 
mixed with the liquors drunk by people of fafhion. 

The principal fquare in Quito has four Tides, in one of which ftands the cathe- 
dral, and in the oppofite the epifcopal palace; the third fide is taken up by the 
town-houfe, and the fourth by the palace of the audience. It is very fpacious, and 
has in the centre an elegant fountain. It is indeed rather disfigured than 
adorned by the palace of the audience; which, initead of being kept in repair 
conformable to the dignify of government, the greateft part of it has been iu tiered to 
falHnto ruins, and only a few halls and offices taken any care of ; fo that even the 
outward walls continually threaten to demolilh the parts now Handing. The four ftreets 
terminating at the angles of the fquare are ftraight, broad, and handfome ; but at the 
diftance of three or four quadras (or thediitance between every two corners, or Hacks 
of building, and which here confifts of about a hundred yards, more or lefs) begin the 
troublefome declivities. This inequality deprives the inhabitants of the ufe of coaches, 
or any other wheel-carriage. Perlons of rank, however, to diftinguifh themfelves, are 
attended by a fervant carrying a large umbrella: and ladies of the firft quality are car- 
ried in fedans. Except the four llreets above-mentioned, all the reft are crooked, and 
deftitute both of fymmetry and order. Some of them are crofled by breacjjes, and 
the houfes Hand on the fides of their winding courfe and irregular projections.® Thus 
fome parts of the city are fituated at the bottom of thofe breaches, while others Hand 
on their fummits. The principal ftreets are paved ; but thole which are not, arealmoft 
impalfable after rain, which is here very common. 

Befides the principal fquare, there are two others very fpacious, together with feveral 
that are fmaller. In thefe the greateft part of the convents are fituated,* and make a 
jhandfome appearance ; the fronts and portals being adorned with all the embeilifliments 
of architecture, particularly the convent of the" order of Francifcans, which, being 
wholly of free-ftone, muft have coft a prodigious fum ; and indeed the juftnefs of the 

proportions. 
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proportions, the difpofttion of the parts, % elegant tafte and execution of the work, 
render it equal to moft of the admired buildings in Europe. 

The principal houfes are large ; f >m& of them have fpacious and well-contrived apart- 
ments, though none are above one ftory in height, which is feldom without a balcony 
toward the ftreet ; but their doors and windows, particularly thofe within, are very low' 
and narrow, following in thefe particulars the old cuftom of the Indians, who conftantly 
built their houfes among breaches and inequalities, and were alfo careful to make the 
doors very narrow. The Spaniards* plead in defence of this cultom, that the apartments 
fire freer from wind ; but be that as it may, I am inclined to think that this peculiarity 
ow ed its origin to a blind imitation of the Indians. 

The materials made ufe of in building at Quito are adobes, or unbumt bricks, , and 
clay ; and to the making of the former the earth is fo well adapted, that they laft a long 
time, provided they are defended from the rain. They are cemented or joined together 
by a certain fub dance called fangagua, a ipecies of mortar of uncommon hardnefs, ufed 
by the ancient Indians for building houfes and walls of all kinds, Jeveral remains being 
ftill to be feen near the city, and in many other pftrts of the kingdom, notwithftanding the 
remarkable inclemency of the weather ; a f’ufficient proof of its ftrength and duration. 

The city is divided into feven parifhes, the Sagrario, St. Sebaftian, St. Barbaria, 
St. Roque, St. Mark, St. Prii'ca, and St. Blaize. The cathedral, befules the richnefs of 
its furniture, isfplendidly adorned with tapeltry hangings and other coitly decorations; 
but in this refpedt the other parilh-churches are lb mean as to have fcarce necefTaries for 
performing divine worfhip. Some of them are without pavement, and with every other 
•mark of poverty. The chapel del Sagrario is very large, wholly of (tone, and its archi- 
tecture executed in an elegant tafte ; nor is the difpofttion of the’inlide inferior to the 
beauty of its external appearance. 

The convents of monks in Quito are thofe of the Auguftines, Dominicans, and the 
Fathers of Mercy, which are the heads of provinces ; but befides thele, there is an- 
other of Francifcan RecolleCts, another of Dominicans, and another of the Fathers of 
Mercy. In this city is alfo a college of Jefuits ; t wo colleges for feculars, one called 
St. Lewis, of which the Jefuits have the direction ; and the other St. Ferdinand, and is 
under the care of the Dominicans. In the firft are twelve royal exhibitions for the fons 
of auditors and other officers of the crown. It has alfo an univerfity under the pati onage 
of St. Gregory. That of the fecond is a royal foundation, and dedicated to St. Thomas ; 
the lalaries of the profeflors are paid by the crown. Some of the chairs in this college 
are filled by graduates, as thofe appropriated to the canon and civil law, and phyfic ; 
but the latter has been long vacant for want of a profdlor, though the degrees would 
be difpenfed with. The Francifcan convent has a college, called San Buena Ventura, 
for the religious of its order ; and, though under the fame roof with the convent, has a 
different government and economy. 

Quito has alfo feveral nunneries, as that of the Conception, the orders of St. Clare, 
St. Catharine, and two of bare-footed Therefians. Of thefe one was originally founded 
infhe town of Latacunga ; hut having, together with the place itfelf, been deftroyed by 
an earthquake, the nuns removed to Quito, where they have ever fince continued. 

The college of Jefuits, as well as all the convents of monks, are very large, well 
built, and very fplendid. The churches alfo, though the archite&ure of fome is not 
modern^ are fpacious, and magnificently decorated, efpecially on folemn feftivals, when 
it is amazing to behold the vaft quantities of wrought plate, rich hangings, and coliiy 
ornaments, which heighten the folenmity of worlhip, and increafe the reputation of thele 
churches for magnificence. If thofe of the nunneries do not, on thofe occafions, exhibit 
• 3 l 2 luch 
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fuch an amazing quantity of riches, theyipceed fhem in elegance and delicacy* It is 
quite otherwise in the parifh-churches, where poverty is confpicuous, even oh the tnoft 
folemn occafions ; though this is partly imputed to thofe who have the care of them. 

Here is alfo an hofpital, with feparate wards for men and women ; and though its, re- 
venues are not J^irgc, yet by a proper economy they are made to anfwer all the neceffary 
expences. It was formerly under the direction of particular perfons of the city, who, to 
the great detriment of the poor, negleded their duty, and fome even embezzled part of 
the money received : but it is now under the care of the order of our Lady of Bethlehem, 
and by the attention of thefe fathers, every thing has put on a different afpect, the whole! 
convent and infirmary having been rebuilt, and a church ereded', which, though lmali, 
is very beautiful and finely decorated. 

This order of our Lady of Bethlehem has been lately founded under the name of a 
congregation, and had its origin in the province of Guatemala. The name of the 
founder was Pedro dc San Jofeph Ik-taneur, a native of the town of Chafna (or Villa 
Fuerte) on the ifland of Teneriffe, in the year 1626. After his death, which happened 
in the year 1667, his congregation was approved of by, a bull of Clement X. dated the 
1 6th of May 1672, and ftillmore formally in another of 1674. In 1687, Innocent XI. 
ereded it into a community of regulars, frnce when it has begun to increafe in thefe 
countries as a religious order. It had indeed before palled from Guatemala to Mexico, 
and from thence, in the year 1671, to Lima, where the fathers had the care of the hof- 
pital del Carmen. In the city of St. Miguel de Piura, they took poffeffion of the hofpital 
of St. Ann in the year 1678, and that of St. Sebaffian in Truxillo in 1680 ; and their 
probity and diligence in difcharging thefe trulls induced other places to feled them a* 
directors of their hofpitals, and among the reft, the city of Quito; where, nofwithftand- 
ing they have been only a few years, they have repaired all former abufes, and put the 
hofpital on a hotter footing than it had ever known before. 

The fathers of this order go bare-footed, and wear a habit of a dark-brown colour, 
nearly rcfembling that of the Capuchins, which order they alfo imitate in not {having 
their beards. On one fide of their cloak is an image of our Lady of Bethlehem. Every 
fixth year they meet to choofe a general, which ceiemony is performed alternately at 
Mexico and Lima. 

i Among the courts, whofe feffions are held at Quito, the principal is that of the Royal 
Audience, which was eftabliftied there in the year 1563, and confifts of a prefident (who 
is alfo governor of the province with regard to matters of law), four auditors, who are at 
the fame time civil and criminal judges, and a royal fifcal, fo called, as, befides the 
caufes brought before the Audfencc, he alfo takes cognizance of evu y thing relating to 
the revenue of the crown. Befides this, there is alfo another fifcal, called Protedor de 
los Indios (Protedor of the Indians), who folicitr, for them, and when injured pleads in 
their defence. The jurifdidion of this court extends to the utmoft limits of the pro- 
vince, with no other appeal than to the Council of the Indies, and this only in cafe of a 
rejection of a petition, or flagrant injuftice. ,■ 

The next is the Exchequer, or chamber of finances, the chief officers of which are an 
accomptant, a treafurer, and a royal fifcal. The revenues paid into the receipt of this 
court are, the tributes of the Indians of this jurifdidion and thofe of Otabalo, Villa de 
San Miguel de Ibara, Latacunga, Chimbo, and .Riobamba ; as alfo the taxes levied in 
thofe parts, and the produce of the cuftoms at Babahoyo, Yaquache, and Caracol : 
which fum.s are annually diftributed, partly to Carthagena and Santa Martha, for pay- 
ing the falaries of the prefidents, fifeals, corregidors, together with the ftipends M the 

prieite, 
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priefts, and the governors of Maynas and ^uijos ; partly for the officers of the Com- 
mandries, and partly for the caciques of the villages. 

The Tribunal de Cruzada, or Croifade, has a commirtary, who is generally fome dig- 
nitary of the church ; and a treafurer, who is alfo the accomptant, through whofe hands 
every thing palles relating to the Croifade. 

Here is alfo a treafury for the effects of perfons deceafed ; an inftitution long- fince 
eftablirtied all over the Indies, for receiving the goods of thofe whofe lawful heirs were 
in Spain, that thus they might be fecured from thofe accidents to which, from dilhonefty 
%r negligence, they would be liable in private hands, and fecurely kept for the perfons 
to which they belong : an inftitution originally very excellent, but now greatly abufed, 
great defalcations being made in the eftates before they are reftored to their proper 
owners. 

Bcfides thefe tribunals, here is a commifiary of the inquifttion, with an alguazil major, 
and familiars appointed by the holy office at Lima. 

The Corporation confifts of acorrcgidor, two- ordinary alcaldes chofen annually, and 
regidorcs. Thefe fuperintend the election of the alcaldes, w'hich is attended with no 
final 1 difturbance in this city, perfons of all ranks being divided into the two parties of 
Creoles, and Europeans or Chapitones, to the great detriment of private repofe and fo- 
ciability. This aflembly alfo nominates the alcalde major of the Indians, who mud be 
a governor of one of the Indian towns within five leagues of the city, and has under him 
other inferior alcaldes, for the civil government of it ; and this alcalde major, together 
with the others, are little more than the alguazils, or officers of the corregidor or ordi- 
nary alcaldes of the city, though at firft they were invefted with much greater pow'er. 
Belidcs thefe, here are others called alcaldes de harrieros, whofe bufinefs it is to provide 
mules, &c. for travellers ; and though all thefe are fubordinate to the alcalde major, yet 
he has very little authority over them. 

The cathedral chapter confifts of the bifltop, dean, archdeacon, chanter, treafurer, 
a doctoral, a penitentiary, a magiftral, three canons by presentation, four prebends, 
and two demi-prebends, with the following revenues. That of the bifhop 24,000 dol- 
lars ; the dean 2,500 ; the four fucceeding dignities 2,000 each ; the canons 1,500 
each ; the prebends 600, and the demi-prebends 420. This church was ere£ted into a 
cathedral in the year 1545, and, among other feftivals, are celebrated in it, with amaz- 
ing magnificence, thofe of Corpus Chriiti, and the Conception of our Lady, w'hen all 
the courts, offices, and perfons of eminence, never fail to affift. But the lingular pomp 
of the proceffion of the hoft in the former, and the dances of the Indians, niuft not be 
omitted. Every houfe of the ftreets through which it pafies are adorned with rich hang- 
ings ; and fuperb triumphal arches are ere&ed, with altars at ftated diftances, and 
higher than the hottfes, on which, as on the triumphal arches, the fpe&ator fees with 
admiration itnmenfe quantities of wrought plate, and jewels, difpofed in fuch an elegant 
manner as to render the whole even more pleating than the aftonifhing quantity of 
richeg.- This fplendor, together with the magnificent drertes of the perfons who aflift at 
the proceffion, render the whole extremely folemn, and the pomp and decorum are both 
continued to the end of the ceremony. 

With regard to the dances, it is a cuftom, both among the pm ifties of Quito and all 
thofe of the mountains, for the prieft, a 'month before the celebration of the feafts, to 
feleft a number of Indians who are to be the dancers. Thefe immediately begin to 
pra&ile the dances they ufed before their converfion to chriftianity. The mufic is a 
pipe anertabor, and the moft extraordinary of their motions feme awkward capers ; in 
fliorti the whole is little to the tafte of an European. Within a few days of the folem- 
6 nity. 
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niiy, they drefs themfelves in a doublet, % fhirt, and a woman’s petticoat, adorned in 
the fineft manner poflible. Over their (lockings they wear a kind of pinked bufkins, 
on which are faftened a great number of bells. Their head and face they cover with 
a kind of mafk, formed of ribbands of feveral colours. Dreffed in this fantaffical 
garb, they proudly call themfelves angels, unite in companies of eight or ten, and 
Ipend the whole day in roving about the ftreets, highly delighted with the jingling of 
their - bells; and frequently flop and dance, to gain tire applaufes of the ignorant 
multitude, who are ftrangers to elegant dancing. But what is really furprifmg, is, 
that without any pay, or view of intereft, unlei's they think it a religious duty, the^ 
■continue this exercife a whole fortnight before the grand feftival, and a month after 
it, without minding either their labour or their families ; rambling about, and dancing 
the whole day, without being either tired or difgufled, though the number of their 
admirers daily decreafe, and the applaufc is turned into ridicule. 

The fame drefs is worn by them in other proccflitms, and at the bull-feafts, when 
they are excufed from labour, and therefore highly pleafed with them. 

The corporation and cathedral chapter keep, by vow, two annual fertivals in 
honour of two images of the Virgin, which arc placed in the villages of Guapulo and 
Quinche, belonging to this jurisdiction. They are brought with great f.demnity to 
Quito, where a feltival is celebrated, with great magniticence and rejoicing, and is 
fucceeded by nine days’ devotion, the Audience and other courts afiilting at the fefti- 
val. The ftatues are afterwards returned with the fame folemnity to their refpective 
churches, the firft of which is one league from Quito, and the other fix. Thel’e feltivals 
are held in commemoration of the mercy and afliftance vouchfafed by the IIolv Virgin 
at the time of an earthquake and terrible ejections from Pichincha, by which Latacunga, 
Hambato, and a great part of Riobamba, were utterly dellroyed ; while the prayers 
offered up at Quito to the holy Virgin, induced her to interpofe in fo fingular a man- 
ner, that not the leaft misfortune attended this city, though apparently in equal danger 
with thofe which fuffered. 


. CHAP. V. — Of the Inhabitants of Quito. 

THIS city is very populous, and has, among its inhabitants, fome families of high 
rank and diftinCUon ; though their number is but ftnall confidering its extent, the 
poorer clafs bearing here too great a proportion. The former are the .defendants 
either of the original conquerors, or of prefi dents, auditors, or other perfons of cha- 
racter, who at different times came over from Spain inverted with fome lucrative poll, 
and have ftill preferved their luftre, both of wealth and defeent, by intermarriages, 
without intermixing with meaner families though famous for their riches. 

The commonalty may be divided into four clartes ; Spaniards or Whites, Meftizos, 
Indians or Natives, and Negroes, with their progeny. Thefe laft are not proportionally 
fo numerous as in the other parts of the Indies ; occafioned by its being fomething 
inconvenient to bring Negroes to Quito, and the different kinds of agriculture being 
generally performed by Indians. 

, The name of Spaniard here has a different meaning from that of Chapitone or Euro- 
pean, as properly fignifying a perfon defended from a Spaniard without admixture of 
blood. Many Meftizos, from the advantage of a frefli complexion, appear to be Spa- 
niards more than thofe who are fo in reality ; and from only this fortuitous advstetage are 
* accounted 
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accounted as fuch. The Whites, according to this conftru&ion of the word, may be 
confidered as one-fixth part of the inhabitants. 

The Meftizos are the defendants of Spaniards and Indians, and are to be confi- 
dered here in the fame different degrees between the Negroes and Whites, as ;be£ore 
at Carthagena ; but w ith this difference, that at Quito the degrees of Meftizosare not 
carried fo far back ; for, even in the fecond or third generations, when they acqiiire 
the European colour, they are eonfidered as Spaniards. The complexion of the 
Meftizos is fwarthy and reddifh, but not of that red common in the fair Mulattos. 
This is the firft degree, or the immediate iffue of a Spaniard and Indian. Some are, 
ever' equally tawny with the Indians themfelves, though they are diftinguifhed 
from them by their beards : while others on the contrary, have fo fine a complexion 
that they might puts for Whites, were it not for fome figns that betray them, when 
viewed attentively. Among thefe, the mod remarkable is the lownefs of the forehead, 
•which often leaves but a fmall fpace between their hair and eye-brows ; at the fame 
time the hair grows remarkably forward on the templesj extending to the lower part 
of the ear. Belkles, the hair itfelf is harfh, lank, coarfe, and very black ; their nofe 
very fmall, thin, and has a little rifing on the middle, from whence it forms a fmall 
curve, terminating in a point, bending towards the upper lip. Thefe marks, betides 
feme dark fpots on the body, are fo conftnnt and invariable, ‘ as to make it very difficult 
to conceal the fallacy of their complexion. The Meftizos may be reckoned a third 
part of die inhabitants. 

The next clafs is the Indians, who form about another third ; and the others, who 
are about one-fixth, are the Calls. Thefe four claffes, according to the molt authentic 
accounts taken from the parifh regifter, amount to between 50 and 60,000 perfons, 
of all ages, fexes*, and ranks. If among thefe claffes the Spaniards, as is natural to 
think, are the molt eminent for riches, rank, and power, it mull at the fame rime be 
owned, however melancholy the truth may appear, they are in proportion the molt 
poor, miferable and dill retied ; for they refufe to apply themfelves to any mechanical 
bulinofs, confidering it as a dilgrace to that quality they fo highly value themfelves upon, 
which conlifts in not being black, brown, or of a copper-colour. The Meftizos, 
whole pride is regulated by prudence, readily apply themfelves to arts and trades, but 
chufe thofe of the greateft repute, as painting, fculpture, and the like, leaving the 
meaner fort to the Indians. They are obferved to excel in all, particularly painting 
and fculpture ; in the former a Meltizo, called Miguel de Santiago, acquired great 
reputation, fome of his works being Itill prefervedand highly valued, while others were 
carried even to Rome, where they Were honoured with the unanimous applaufes of the 
virtuofi. They are remarkably ready and excellent at imitation, copying being indeed 
bell adapted to their phlegmatic genius. And what renders their exquifite performances 
ftill more admirable, is, that they are deltitute of many of ihe inltruments and tools 
requifite to perform them with any tolerable degree of accuracy. But, with thefe 
talents, they are fo excellively indolent and ficthful, that, inftead of working, they 
often loiter about the ftreets during the whole day. The Indians, who are generally 
fhoemakers, bricklayers, weavers, and the like, are not more induftrious. Of thefe 
the molt aftive and tradable are the barbers and phlebotomifts, who in their refpeftive 
callings, areetjual to the mult expert hands in Europe. Th< koemakers, on the other 
hand, dillinguiih themfelves by fuch fupinenefs and floth, that very often you have no 
other yjay left to obtain the flioes you have befpoke, than to procure materials, feize on 
the Indian, and lock him up till they are finilhed. This is indeed partly owing to a 
Wxorfg curtom of paying for the work before it is done j and when the Indian has 

once 
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once got the money, he fpends it all in chicha *, fo that while it lads he is never fober ; 
and it is natural to think that it will not be eafy afterwards to prevail on hint to work 
: for tritat he has fpent. 

The drefs here differs from that ufed in Spain, but lefs fo with the men than of the 
-Women. The -former, who wear a black cloak, have under it a long coat, reaching 
down to their knees, with a clofe fleeve, open at the fides, without folds ; and along 
the Teams of the body, as well as thofe of the fleeves, are button-holes, and two rows 
of buttons, for ornament. In every other particular, people of fortune affe£)t great 
magnificence in their drefs, wearing very commonly the fined gold and filver tifl'ues. 

The Medizos in general wear blue cloth, manufactured in this country. And though 
the lowed clafs of Spaniards are very ambitious of didinguiihing themfelves from them, 
either by the colour or falhion of the clothes, little difference is to be obferved. 

The mod Angular drefs with regard to its meannefs, is that of the Indians, which 
confids only of white cotton drawers, made either from the duffs of the country, or 
from others brought from Europe. They come down to the calf of the leg, where 
they hang loofe, and are edged with a lace fuitable to the duff. The ufe of a fhirt is 
fupplied by a black cotton frock, wove by the natives. It is made in the form of a 
fack, with three openings at the bottom, one in the middle for the head, and the 
others at the corners for the arms, and thus cover their naked bodies down to the 
-knees. Over this is a capifayo, a kind of ferge cloak, having a hole in the middle for 
putting the head through, and a hat made by the natives. This is their general drefs, 
and which they never lay afide, not even while they deep. And ufe has fo inured 
them to the weather, that without any additional clothing or covering for their legs or 
feet, they travel in the colded parts with the fame readinefs as in the warmed. 

The Indians who have acquired fome fortune, particularly the barbers and phleboto- 
mids, are very careful to didinguilh themfelves from their countrymen, both by the 
finenefs of their drawers, and alio by wearing a 'fhirr, though without fleeves. Round 
the neck of the fhirt they wear a lace four or five fingers in breadth, hanging entirely 
round like a kind of ruff or band. One favourite piece of finery is filver or gold buckles 
for their fhoes ; but they wear no dockings or other coverings on their legs. Indead 
of the mean capifayo, they wear a cloak of fine cloth, and often adorned with gold or 
filver lace. 

The drefs of the ladies of the fird rank confids of a petticoat already deferibed in our 
account of Guayaquil. On the upper parts of their body they wear a fliift, on that a 
loofe jacket laced, and over all a kind of bays, but made into no form, being worn jud 
as cut from the piece. Every part of their drefs is, as it were, coverc^ with lace ; and 
thofe which they wear on days of ceremony are always of the riched duds, witli a pro- 
fiifion of ornaments. Their hair is generally made up in treffes, which they form into a 
kind of crofs, on the nape of the neck ; tying a rich ribband, called balaca, twice round 
their heads, and with the ends form a kind of rofe at their temples. Thefe rofes are 
-elegantly intermixed with diamonds and flowers. When they go to church, they fome- 
times wear a full petticoat ; but the mod ufual drefs on thefe occafions is the veil. 

The Meftizo women afleft to drefs in the fame manner as the Spanifli, though they 
.cannot equal them in the richnefs of their duffs. The meaner fort go barefooted. Two 
kinds of drefles are worn by the Indian women ; but both of them made in the fame 
plain tnanner with thofe worn by the men : the whole confiding of a fhort petticoat, and 
a veil of American bays. The drefs of the lowed clafs of Indian women is*in efieft 

* A kind of beer or ale made of maize, and very intoxicating. 
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only R bag of the fame make and, fluff as t% frocks of the men, and called Anaco. This 
■ilfey fatten 06 the fhoulders with two large pins, called Tupu orTopo. Theonly parti- 
cular in which it differs from the frock is, that it is foinething longer, reaching>4P^n to 
the calf of the leg, and fattened round the waift with a kind of girdle. Inftead of a 
veil, they wear about their neck a piece of the fame coarfe fluff dyed black, and called 
Lliella ; but their arms and legs are wholly naked. Such is the habit with which the 
lower clafs of Indian women are contented. 

This caciqueffes, or Indian women, who are married to the alcaldes majors, gover- 
nors, and others, are careful to diftinguifh themfelves from the common people by 
their habits, which is a mixture of the two former, being a petticoat of bays adorned 
with ribbands ; over this, inftead of the anaco, they wear a kind of black manteau, 
called Afco. It is wholly open on one fide, plaited from top to bottom, and generally 
fattened round the waift with a girdle. Inftead of the fcanty lliella which the common 
Indian women wear hanging from their fhoulders, thefe appear in one much fuller, and 
all over plaited, hanging down from the back part of their head almoft to the bottom 
of the petticoat. 'I 'his they faflen before with a large filver bodkin, called alfo Tupu, 
like thofe ul’ed in the anaco. Their, head-drefs is a piece of fine linen curioufly plaited, 
and the end hanging down behind : this they call Colla, and is worn both for diflinc- 
tion and ornament, and to preferve them from the heat of the fun ; and thofe ladies, 
that their fuperiority may no^be called in queftion, never appear abroad without (hoes. 

This drefs, together with that univerfally worn by Indians, men and women, is the 
fame with that ufed in the time of the Yncas, for the propriety of diftingukhing the 
feveral claffes. The Caciques at prefent ufe no other than that of the more wealthy 
Meftizos, namely, the cloak and hat ; but the fhoes are what chiefly diftinguifh them 
from the common Indians. 

The men, both Creoles and Spaniards, are well made, of a proper figure, and of 
a lively and agreeable countenance. The Meftizos in general are alfo well made, 
often taller than the ordinary fize, very robuft, and have an agreeable air. The Indians, 
both men and women, are generally low, but well proportioned, and very ftrong ; 
though more natural defe&s are to be obferved among them than in the other claffes of 
the human lpecies : fome are remarkably fhort, fome ideots, dumb and blind, and 
others deficient in fome of their limbs. Their hair is generally thick and long, which 
they wear loofe on their Ihoulders, never tying or tucking it up, even when they go 
to fleep. But the Indian women plait theirs behind with ribband, and the part before 
they cut a little above the eye-brows from one ear to another ; which form of hair they 
cull Urcu, and are fo fond of this natural ornament, that t the greateft affront poflible 
to be offered to an Indian of either fex, is to cut off their hair ; for whatever corporal 
punifhment their mailers think proper to inflidl on them, they bear with a dutiful tran- 
quillity ; but this is a difgrace they never forgive ; and accordingly it was found necef- 
lary for the government to interpofe, and limit this punifhment to the moft enormous 
crimes. The colour of their hair is generally a deep black ; it is lank, harfb, and 
coarfe as that of horfes. The Meftizos, on the other hand, by way of diftinguifhing 
themfelves from the Indians, cut off their hair ; but the women do not in this refpeft 
follow the example of their hulbands. The Indians have Up N “ard ; and the greateft 
alteration occafioned by their arriving at the years of maturity, is only a few ftraggiing 
hairs on the chin, but fo fhort and thin’ as never to require the aftiflanceof the razor; 
not hive either males or females any indications of the age of puberty. 

The youths of family.are here inftru&ed in philofophy and divinity, and fome pro- 
ceed to the ftudy of tne civil law, but follow that profeflion with reluctance. In thefe 
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fiaej&cesthey demonftrate a great deal of judgment and vivacity, but are very deficient 
itl biftorical and political knowledge, as well as other fciences, which improve the bo-1 
man underftanding, and carry it to a certain degree of perfection not otherwife attain- 
able. This is, however, their misfortune, not their fault ; being owing to the Want of 
proper perfons to inftru& them ; for with regard to thofe who vifit this country on 
commercial affairs, their minds have generally another turn, and their whole time is 
devoted to acquire riches. Thus after feven or eight years of fcholaftic inftru&ion, 
their knowledge is very limited ; though endowed with gcniufes capable of makifig the 
greateft progrefs in the fciences. 

In the women of rank here, their beauty is blended with a graceful carriage and an 
amiable temper ; qualities indeed common to the whole fex in this part of America. 
Their children are always educated under their own eyes, though little to their advan- 
tage, their extreme fondnefs preventing them from feeing thofe vices which fo often 
bnng youth to ruin and infamy •, nor is it uncommon for them to endeavour to hide 
the vices of the fon from the knowledge of the father ; and in cafe of detection, to 
mterpofe paflionately in defence of their favourite, in order to prevent his being properly 
correded. 

This country is obferved to abound more in women than men ; a circumftance the 
more remarkable, as thofe caufes which in Europe induce men to leave their country, 
namely, travelling, commerce, and war, can hardly be faid to fubfift hire. Numbers 
of families may be found in this country, that have a great variety of daughters, but 
not one fon among them. Nature alfo in the male fex, efpecially thofe who have been 
tenderly brought up, begins to decay at the age of thirty ; whereas the females rather 
enjoy a more confirmed ftate of health and vigour. The caufe of this may, in a great 
meafure, be owing to the climate ; food may alfo contribute to it ; but the principal 
caufe, I make no doubt, is their early intemperance and voluptuoufnefs ; this debili- 
tates the ftomach, fo that the organs of digeftion cannot perform their proper office ; 
and accordingly many conflanrly ejed their viduals an hour or two after their meals. 
Whether this be owing to a cuftom now become natural, or forced, the day they fail 
of fuch ejedion, they are fure to find themfelves indifpofed. But aniidfi all their weak- 
nefles and indifpofitions they live the general time, ahd many even arrive at a very ad- 
vanced age. * 

The only employment of perfons of rank, who are not ecclcfiaflics, is from time to 
time to vifit their eltates or chacaras, where >hey refide during the time of harveft ; but 
very few of them ever apply themfelves to commerce, indolently permitting that lucra- 
tive branch to be po defied entirely by the Chapitones or Europeans, who travel about 
the country, and purfue their intereft with great afliduity. Within the city, however, 
fome few Creoles and* Meflizos fo far overcome their indolent difpofitions as to keep 
fhops. 

The want of proper employments, together with the floth fo natural to the inhabi- 
tants of this country, and the great negled of education in the common people, are 
the natural parents of that fondnefs fo remarkable in thefe parts for balls and entertain- 
ments; and thefe at Quito are both very frequent, and carried to fuch a degree of 
licentioufnefs and audacity, as cannot be thought of without deteftation ; not to men- 
tion the many tumults and quarrels which thence. derive their origin. But fuch brutality 
iniy be confidered as the natural confequence of the rum and chicha, which on thefe 
occafions are drunk in enormous quantities. It muft, however, be remembered, that 
no perfon 6f any rank or character is even feen at thefe meetings, their feltivtty being 
conduced with' the ftricteft decency and decorum. " 
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RtiinJ is (spmpaonly drunk here by perfons of all ranks, though very moderately for 
thofe of iaftiipn ; particularly at entertainments, when it is made into a kind of cordial. 
They prefer it to wine, which they fay difagrees with them. The Chapitones alfo 
accuftom themfelves to this liquor j wine, which is brought from Lima, being very 
fcarce and dear. Their favourite liquor is brandy, brought alfo from Lima, and is lefe 
inflammative than rum. The diforders arifing from the exceffive ufe of fpirituous liquors 
are chiefly feen among the Meftizos, who are continually drinking while they are mailers 
of any money. The lower clafs .of women, among the Creoles and Meftizos, are 
alfo addicted to the fame fpecies of debauchery, and drink exceffively. 

Another common liquor in this country is the .mate, which anfwers to tea in the 
Eaft Indies, though the method of preparing and drinking it is fomething different. It 
is made from an herb, which, in all thefe parts of America is known by the name of 
Paraguay, as being the produce of that country. Some of it is put into a calabafh 
tipped with filver, called here Mate or Totumo, with a fufficient quantity of fugar, and 
fome cold water, to macerate it. After it has continued in this manner fome time, the 
calabafh is filled with boiling water, and the herb being reduced to a powder, they drink 
the liquor through a pipe fixed in the calabafh, and having a ftrainer before the end 
of it. In this manner the calabafh is filled feveral times with water and frefh fupplies 
of fugar, till the herb fubfides to the bottom, a fufficient indication that a frefh quandty 
is wanting. It# alfo ufual to fqueeze into the liquor a few drops of the juice of lemons 
or Seville oranges, mixed w'ith fome perfumes from odoriferous flowers. This is their 
ufual drink in the morning falling, and many ufe it alfo as their evening regale. I have 
nothing to object againft the falubrity and ufe of this liquor ; but the manner of drink- 
ing it is certainly very indelicate, the whole company drinking fucceifively through the 
fame pipe. Thus the mate is carried feveral times round the company, till all are fatif- 
fied. The Chapitones make very little ufe of it ; but among the Creoles it is the 
highefl enjoyment ; fo that even when they travel, they never fail to carry with them a 
fufficient quantity of it. This may indeed be owing in fome meafure to the difpatch 
and facility with which it is prepared ; but till they have taken their dofe of mate, v they 
never eat. 

There is no vice to which idlenefs is not a preliminary ; nor is lloth ever unaccom- 
panied with fome vice or other. What mull then be the ftate of morality in a country 
where the greateft part of the people have no work, employment, or calling, to occupy 
their thoughts ; nor any idea of intelledual entertainment ? The prevalence of drunk- 
ennefs has been already mentioned, and the deftrudive vice of gaming is equally com- 
mon. But in the latter, perfons of rank and opulence, whole example is always 
followed, have led the way ; and their inferiors have uni\ e/fidly followed in their de- 
ftrudive paths, to the ruin of families, and the breach of conjugal affedion ; fome 
lofing their flocks in trade, others the very clothes from their backs, and afterwards 
thofe belonging to their wives, rifking the latter to recover their own. This propenfity 
in the Indians for gaming has by fome been imputed to caufes, in which I can perceive 
no manner of relation. To me it plainly appears owing to the leifure of fome, who 
know not how to fpend their time, and to the natural lloth and idlenefs of others. 

The common people and Indians are greatly addided to th« . .. in which it mull be 
owned they are very. artful and dextrous. The domeftics alfo, cannot be faid to be 
entirely free From this fault, which is attended with the inconvenience # referve and 
fufpicion on the part of their mailer. The Meftizos do not want for audacity in any 
kind ol theft or robbery, though in themfelves arrant cowards. Thus, even at an 
unfeafouable .hour, they will not venture to attack any one in the ftreet ; but their 
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common praftice is, to fnatch off the perfon’s hat, and immediately feek theft i&ffety ld 
their flight ; fo that, before the perfon robbed can recover himfelf, the thief is out of 
fight. However trifling this may fcem, yet fometimes the capture is very confiderable ; 
the hats generally worn by perfons of any rank, and even by the wealthy citizens when 
drefled in their cloaks, are of white beaver, and of themfelves worth fifteen or twenty 
dollars, or more, of the Quito currency, befides a hatband of gold or filver-lace, fatt- 
ened with a gold buckle fet with diamonds or emeralds. It is very rare that any fuch 
thing as a robbery on the highway is heard «uf ;• and even thefe may be rather ac- 
counted houfebreaking, as they are either committed by the carriers themfelves or their 
fervants. In order to execute their molt remarkable pieces of villany within the city, 
they fet fire, during the darknefs of the night, to the doors of fuch fhops or ware- 
htoufes, where they flatter themfelves with the hopes of finding fome fpecie ; and hav- 
ing made a hole fufficiently large for a man to creep through, one of them enters the 
houfe, while the others ftand before the hole to conceal their accomplice, and to receive 
what he hands out to them. In order to prevent fuch pra&ices, the principal traders 
are at the expence of keeping a guard, which patroles all night through the ftreets 
where attempts of this kind arc moll to be apprehended ; and thus the fhops are fecured ; 
for, in cafe any houfe or fhop is broke open, the commander of the guard is obliged 
to make good the damage received. 

Neither the Indians, Meftizos, nor any of the lowed clafs of peoplejpink the taking 
any eatables a robbery ; and the Indians have a particular rule of conduct in their ope- 
rations, namely, if one of them happens to be in a room where there are l'everal veflcls 
of filver, or other valuable eftefts, he advances flowly, and with the utmoft circum- 
fpedtion, and ufually takes only one piece, and that the lead valuable, imagining that 
it will not be fo foon miffed as if he had taken one of greater price. If detected in the 
fad, he refolutely denies it, with a yanga, a very expreffive word in his language, and 
now often ufed by. the Spaniards of this country, fignifying that it was done without 
any neceffity, without any profit, without any bad intention. It is indeed a word of 
fuch extent in difculpating, that there is no crime to which it is not applicable with 
regard to tha>acquittal of the delinquent. If he has not been feen in the very fad, be 
the circumftances ever fo plain againft him, the theft can never be afeertained, no Indian 
having ever been known to confefs. 

In Quito, and in all the towns and villages of its province, different dialeds are 
fpoken, Spanilh being no lefs common than the Inga. The Creoles, in particular, ufe 
the latter equally with the former ; but both are confiderably adulterated with borrowed 
words and expreffions. The firil language generally fpoken by children is the Inga ; 
the nurfes being Indians, many of whom do not underftand a word of Spanifh. Thus, 
the children being firft ufed to the Indian pronunciation, the impreffion is fo ftrong on 
their minds, that few can be taught to fpeak the Spanilh language before they are five 
or fix years old ; and the corruption adheres fo ftrongly to them, that they fpeak a 
jargon compofed of both ; an impropriety which alfo gains ground among the Euro- 
peans, and even perfons of rank, when once they begin to underftand the language of 
the country. But what is ftill more inconvenient, they ufe improper words ; fo that a 
Spaniard himfelf, not accuftomed to their dialeft, has often need of an interpreter. 

The fumptuous manner of performing the iaft offices to the dead, mentioned in the 
description -cil Carthagena, is frugal and fimple, if compared to that ufed at Quito and 
all its jurifdi&ion. Their alternation is fo enormous in this particular, that nftany fami- 
lies, of credit are ruined by a prepoflerous emulation of excelling others. The inhabit- 
ants may therefore be properly laid to toil, fcheme, and endure the greateft labour and 
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merely to .enable their fucceffors to bury them in a pompous manner. The 
deceafed muft have died in very mean circumftances indeed, if all the religious com- 
munities, together with the chapter of the cathedral, are not invited to his funeral, and 
during the proceffion the bells tolled in all the churches. After the botfy is committed 
to the earth, the obfequies are performed in the fame expenfive manner, befides the 
anniverfary which is folemnized at the end of the year. Another remarkable instance 
of their vanity is, never to bury in their own parim church ; fo that any one feen to be 
buried in that manner may be concluded to have been of the loweft clafs, and to have 
died wretchedly poor. The cuftom or making an offering either at the obfequies or 
anniverfary, is ftill obferved, and generally confifts of wine, bread, beafts, or fowls, 
according to the ability or inclination of the furvivor. 

Though Quito cannot be compared to the other cities in thefe parts for riches, yet 
it is far removed from poverty. It appears from feveral particulars, to have been in a 
much more flourifhing ftate ; but at prefent, though it has many fubftantial inhabitants, 
yet few of them are of diftinguifhed wealth, which, in general, confifts in landed eftates, 
applied to feveral ufes, as I mail fhow in the fequel. Here are alfo no very fplendid 
fortunes raifed by trade. Confequently it may be inferred, that the city is neither 
famous for riches, nor remarkable for poverty. Here are indeed confiderable eftates, 
though their produce is not at all equal to their extent : but the commerce, though 
fmall, is conflHfaal. It muft alfo be obferved, to the credit of this city, that the more 
wealthy famnUs have large quantities of plate, which is daily made ufe of ; and in- 
deed, through the feveral clafles, their tables are never deftitute of one piece of plate 
at Icaft. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Temperature of the Air at Quito ; Di/litidlion between Winter ana 
Summer ; Inconveniences, Advantages, and Dijiempcrs. 

TO form a right judgment of the happy temperature of the air of Quito, experience 
muft be made ufe of, to correct the errors which would arife from mere fpeculation ; as 
without that unerring guide, or the information of hiftory, who woulff imagine, that 
in the centre of the torrid zone, or rather under the equinoctial, not only the heat is 
very tolerable, but even, in fome parts, the cold painful ; and that others enjoy all the 
delights and advantages of a perpetual fpring, their, fields being always covered with 
verdure, and enamelled with flowers of the moft lively colours ! The mildnefs of the 
climate, free from the extremes of cold and heat, and the conftant equality of the 
nights and days, render a country pleafant and fertile, which uninformed reafon would, 
from its fituation, conclude to be uninhabitable : Nature has here fcattered her blellings 
with fo liberal a hand, that this country furpafles thofe of the temperate zones, where 
the viciflitudes of winter and l'ummer, and" the change from heat to cold, caufe the ex- 
tremes of both to be more fenfibly felt. 

The method taken by Nature to render this country a delightful habitation, confifts 
ip an aflemblage of circumftances, of which, if any were wanting, it would either be 
utterly uninhabitable, or fubjett to the greateft inconveniences. But by this extraor- 
dinary aflemblage, the effeft of the rays of the fun is averted, and the heat of' that 
^glorious planet moderated. The principal circumftance in this aflemblage is its elevated 
ft tuatioa. above djte furfaee of thefea j or, rather, of the whole earth; and thus, not 
only the reflection, of, the heat is diminiflied, but by the elevation of this -country, the 
winds are more fubtile, congelation more natural, and the heat abated. Thefe are fitch 
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natural effe£ls as muft doubtlefs be attributed to its fituation ; and is the only circum- 
ftance from whence fuch prodigies of nature, as are obferved here, can proceed. In 
one part are mountains of a ftupcndous height and magnitude, having their fummits 
Covered with fnow ; on the other, volcanoes flaming within, while their Turnouts* 
chafms, and apertures,' are involved in ice. The plains are temperate j the breaches 
and valleys hot ; and, laftly, according to the difpofition of the country, its high oj* 
low fituation, we find all the variety of gradations of temperature, poflible to be con- 
ceived between the two extremes of heat and cqjd. 

Quito is To happily fituated, that neither the heat nor cold is troublefome, though the 
extremes of both may be felt in its neighbourhood ; a Angularity fufliciently demon- 
flrated by the following thermometrical experiments. On the ^ 1 it of May 1736, the 
liquor in the thermometer flood at 1011 ; at half an hour after twelve at noon, at 
1014; on the firft of June, at fix in the morning, at 1011 ; and, at noon, at ioi2§. 
But what renders this equality ftill more delightful, is, that it is conftant throughout 
the whole year, the difference between the feafons being fcarce perceptible. Thus the 
mornings are cool, the remainder of the day warm, and the nights of an agreeable 
temperature. Hence the reafon is plain, why the inhabitants of Quito make no dilfei- 
ence in their drefs during the whole year ; fome wearing fi Iks or light ftufi’s, at the fame 
* time others are drefled in garments of fubftantial cloth ; and the former as little incom- 
moded by the cold as the latter are by heat. jfk 

The winds are healthy, and blow continually, but never with any wRnce. Their 
ufual fituations are north and fouth, though they fometimes fhift to other quarters, with- 
out any regard to the feafon of the year. Their inceffant permanence, notwithftanding 
their conftant variations, preferves the country from any violent or even difagreeable im- 
preffions of the rays of the fun. So that, were it not for fome inconveniences to which 
this country is fubjedt, it might be confidered as the molt happy fpot on the whole earth. 
But when thefe difagreeable incidents are confidered, all its beauties are buried in obl’cu- 
rity ; for here are dreadful and amazing tempefts of thunder and lightning, and the ftill 
more definitive fubterraneous earthquakes, which often furprife the inhabitants in the 
midft of fecurity. The whole morning, till one or two in the afternoon, the weather is 
generally extremely delightful ; a bright fun, ferene and clear fky, are commonly feen ; 
but afterwards the vapours begin to rife, the whole atmofphere is covered with black 
clouds, which bring on fuch dreadful tempefts of thunder and lightning, that all the 
neighbouring mountains tremble, and the city too often feels their dreadful eifedls. 
Laftly, the clouds difeharge themfelves in fuch impetuous torrents of rain, that in a very 
fhort time the ftreets appear like rivers, and the fquares, though fitukted on a Hope, like 
lakes. This dreadful feene generally continues till near fun-fet, when the weather clears 
up, and Nature again puts on the beautiful appearance of the morning. Sometimes, 
indeed, the rains continue all the night, and they have been known to lalt three or four 
days fucceflively. 

On the other hand, this general courfe of the weather has its exceptions, three, four, 
or fix, or even eight fine days fucceeding each other ; though, after raining fix or eight 
days in the manner above mentioned, it is rare that any falls during the two or three 
fucceeding. But, from the mod judicious obfervations, it may be concluded, that thefe 
intervals of fine or foul weather make up only one fifth of the days of the ffear. 

"The diftin&ion of winter and fummer confifts in a very minute difference obfervabie 
between the one and the other. The interval between the month of September, and 
April,* May, or June, is here called the winter feafon ; and the other months compofe 
the fuxttmer. In the former feafon the rain chiefly prevails, and in the fecond the inhabit- 
ants frequently enjoy intervals of fine weather j but whenever the rains are difeontinued 
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for above a fortnight, the inhabitants are in the utmofl conflemation, and public prayers 
are offered up for their return. On the other hand, when they continue any time 
without intermiflion, the like fears return, and the churches are again crowded with 
fupplicants for obtaining fine weather. For a long drought here is productive of dan- 
gerous diflempers ; and a continual rain, without any intervals of fun-fhine, deftroys the 
fruits of the earth : thus the inhabitants are under a continual anxiety. Befides the 
advantages of the rains for moderating the intenfe rays of the fun, they are alfo of the 
greateft benefit in cleanfing the ftreets#and fquares of the city, which by the filthinefs 
of the common people at all hours, are every where full of ordure. 

Earthquakes cannot be accounted a lei's terrible circumftance than any of the former ; 
and if not fo frequent as in other cities of thefe parts, they are far from being uncom- 
mon, and often very violent. While we continued in this city and its jurifdi&ion, I 
particularly remember two, when feveral county-feats and farm-houfes were thrown 
down, and the greater part of the numerous inhabitants buried in ruins. 

It is doubtlefs to fome unknown quality of the temperature of the air, that the city 
owes one remarkable convenience, which cannot fail of greatly recommending it : 
namely, being totally free from mofehitos or other infects of that kind, which almoft 
render life a burthen in hot countries. They are not known to the inhabitants ; even 
a flea is feldotn feen here ; nor are the people molefled with venomous reptiles. In 
Ihort, the onlj^pbublefome infeCt is the pique or nigua, whofe noxious e fleets have been 
already treated of. 

Though the plague or pcflilencc, in its proper fenfe, be not known here, no inftance 
of its ravages having appeared in any part of America, yet there are fome diflempers 
which have many fymptoms of it, but concealed under the names of malignant fpotted 
fevers and pleurifies ; and thefe generally fweep away fuch prodigious numbers, that, 
when they prevail, the city may with propriety be faid to be vifited with a peftilential 
contagion. Another difeafe common here is that called mal del valle, or vicho ; a dif- 
temper fo general, that, at the firft attack of any maratly, they make ufe of medicines 
adapted to the cure of it, from its ufually feizing a perfon two or three days after a fever. 
But M. de Juflieu often obferved, that the remedies were generally adminUlered to per- 
fons not at all affeCted by the diftemper, which, in his opinion, is a gangrene in the 
reCtum ; a difeafe very common in that climate, and confequently at the firft attack all 
means fhould be ufed to prevent its progrefs. Perfons who labour under a flux are 
mbft liable to that malady ; but the inhabitants of this country being firmly per- 
fuaded that there can be no diftemper that is not accompanied with the vicho, the cure 
is never delayed. The operation muft be attended with no fmall pain, as a peffary, 
compofed of gun-powder. Guinea-pepper, and a lemon peeled, is infinuated into the 
anus, and changed two or three times a day, till the patient is judged to be out of 
danger. 

The venereal difeafe is, here fo common, that frv perfons are free from it, though its 
effects are much more yiolent in fome than in others ; and many are afflicted with it, 
without any of its external fymptoms. Even little children, incapable by their age of 
having contracted it actively, have been known to be attacked in the fame manner 
by it as perfpns who have acquired it by their debauchery. Accordingly there is no 
rcafon for caution in concealing this diftemper, its commonnefs effacing the difgrace 
that in other countries attends it. The principal caufe of its prevalence is, negligence 
in the cufe. For the climate favours the operations of the medicines, and the natural 
temperature of the air checks the malignity of the virus more than in other countries. 
And hence few are falivated for it, or will undergo the trouble of a radical cure. This 
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difeafe muff naturally be thought in fome meafure to fhorten their Jives ; though it is 
not uncommon to fee perfons live feventy years or more, without ever having been 
entirely free from that diftemper, either hereditary, or contra&ed in their early youth. 

During the continuance of the north and north-eaft winds, which are the coldeft 
from palling over the frofty deferts, the inhabitants are affli&ed with very painful 
catarrhs, called Pechugueras. The air is then fomething difaeref able, the mornings 
being fo cold as to require warmer clothing ; but the fun foon difperfes this incon* 
venience. 

As the peftilence, whofe ravages among the human fpecies in Europe, and other 
parts, are fo dreadful, is unknown both at Quito and throughout all America, fo is alfo 
the madnefs in dogs. And though they have fome idea of the peftilence, and call thofe 
difeafes fimilar in their effetts by that name, they are entirely ignorant of the canine 
madnefs ; and exprefs their aftonilhment when an European relates the melancholy 
effe&s of it. Thofe inhabitants, on the other hand, are here fubjed to a diftemper 
unknown in Europe, and may be compared to the fmall-pox, which few or none efcape ; 
but having once got through it, they have nothing more to apprehend from that quar- 
ter. This diftemper is one of thofe called pefte ; and its fymptoms are convullions in 
every part of the body, a continual endeavour to bite, delirium, vomiting blood ; and 
thofe whofe confutations are not capable of fupporting the conflids of the diftemper, 
perifh. But this is not peculiar to Quito, being equally common throughout all South 
America. 


CHAP. VII. - — Fertility of the Territories of Quito, and the common Food of its 

Inhabitants. 

THOUGH an account of the fruits fhould naturally fucceed that of the climate, I 
determined, on account of their^lariety, and their being different in different parts, to 
defer a circumftantial defeription, till I come to treat more particularly of each of the 
jurifdidions. "So that I fliall here only take a tranfient view of the perennial beauty and 
pleafantnefs of the country ; which has hardly its equal in any part of the known world : 
the equability of its air exempts it from any fenfible changes, whereby the plants, corn, 
and trees, are ftripped of their verdure and ornaments, their vegetative powers checked, 
and themfelves reduced to a torpid inadivity. The fertility of this country, if fully 
deferibed, would appear to many incredible, did not the confideration of the equality 
and benignity of the climate inforce its probability. For both the degrees of cold and 
heat are here (o happily determined, that the inoifture continues, and the earth feldom 
fails of being cherifhed by the fertilizing beams of the fun, fome part of every day ; 
and therefore it is no wonder that this country Ihould enjoy a greater degree of fertility 
than thofe where the fame caufes do not concur ; efpecially if ,we confider, that there 
is no fenfible difference throughout the year ; fo that the fruits and beauties of the 
feveral feafons are here feen at the fame time. The curious European obferves, with a 
pleafmg admiration, that whilft fome herbs of the field are fading, others of the fame 
kind are fprinring up ; and whilft fome flowers are lofing their beauty, others are blow- 
ing, to continue the enamelled profped. Whei\ the fruits have obtained their maturity, 
and the leaves begin to change their colour, frefh leaves, bloifoms, and fruits, are feen 
in thgir proper gradations on .the fame tree. ' * 

The fame inceflfant fertility is confpicuous in the corn, both reaping and (owing 
bang carried on at the fame time. That corn which has been recently fown is coming 
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up ; that which has been longer fown is in its blade, and the more advanced begins to 
bloffom. So that the declivities of the neighbouring hills exhibit all the beauties of the 
four feafons at one fingle view. 

Though all this is generally feen, yet there is a fettled time for the grand harveft. 
But fometimes the molt favourable feafon for fowing in one place, is a month or two 
after that of another, though their diftance is not more than three or four leagues ; 
and the time for another at the fame diftance not then arrived. Thus, in different 
fpots, fometimes in one and the fame, fowing and reaping are performed throughout 
the whole year, the forwardnefs or retardment naturally arifing from the different 
fituations, as mountains, rifing grounds, plains, valleys, and breaches 5 and the tem- 
perature being different in each of thefe, the times for performing the feveral operations 
of hufbandry muft alfo differ. Nor is this any contradiction to what I have before 
advanced, as will be feen in the following account of the jurifdiCtion. 

1 his remarkable fecundity of the foil is naturally productive of excellent fruits and 
corn of every kind, as is evident from the delicacy of the beef, veal, mutton, pork, and 
poultry, of Quito. Here is alfo wheat bread in fufficient plenty j but the fault is, that 
the Indian women, whofe bufinefs it is to make it, are ignorant of the beft methods 
both of kneading and baking it ; for the wheat of itfelf is excellent, and the bread 
baked in private houfes equal to any in the known world. The beef, which is not 
inferior to that *of Europe, is fold in the markets by the quarter of the hundred for 
four rials of that country money, and the buyer has the liberty of choofing what part 
he plcafes. Mutton is fold either by the half or quarter of a fheep ; and when fat, 
and in its prime, the whole carcafe is worth about five or fix rials. Other fpecies of 
provifions are fold by the lump, without weight or meafure, and the price regulated 
by cuftom. 

1 he only commodity of which there is here any fcarcity is pulfe ; but this deficiency is 
fupplied by roots, the principal of which are the camates, arucachas, yucas, ocas, and 
papas ; the three former are the natives of hot countries, and cultivated in the planta- 
tions of fugar canes, and fuch fpots are called vallies, or yungas, though thefe names 
have different fenfes, the former fignifying plains in a bottom, and the latter thofe 
on the Tides of the Cordillera ; but both in a hotter expofure. In thefe are produced 
the plantains, guincos, Guinea-pepper, chirimogas, aguacates, granadillas, pinas, 
guayabas, and others natural to fuch climates, as I have already obferved in other 
countries. The colder parts produce pears, peaches, nectarines, quaitambos, aurimelos, 
apricots, melons, and water-melons ; the laft have a particular feafon, but the others 
abound equally throughout the whole year. The parts which cannot be denominated 
either hot or cold, produce frutillas, or Peru ftrawberries, and apples. The fucculent 
fruits, which require a warm climate, are in great plenty throughout the whole year, 
as China and Seville oranges, citrons, lemous, limes, cidras, and toronjas. Thefe 
trees are full, of bloffoms and fruit all the year roond, equally with thofe which are 
natives of this climate. Thefe fruits abundantly fupply the tables of the inhabitants 
where they are always the firft ferved up, and the laft taken away. Befides the 
beautiful contraft they form with the other difhes, they are alfo t’fed for increafing the 
pleafure of the palate, it being a cuftom among the people of rank here, to eat them 
alternately with their other food, of which there is always a great variety. 

The chirimoyas, aguacates, guabas, granadillas, and Peruvian ftrawberries, being 
trujts of which, as well as of the ocos and papas, I have not yet given any defeription, 1 
Ihall here give the reader a brief account of them. The chirhnoya is univerially 
allowed to be the molt delicious of any known fruit either of India or Europe. Its 
vol. xiy. 3 n dimenfions 
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dimenfions are various, being from one to five inches in diameter. . Its figure is im- 
perfedtly round, being flatted towards the ftalk ; where it forms a kind of navel ; but 
all the other parts nearly circular. It is covered with a thin foft fhell, but adhering 
fo clofely to the pulp, as not to be feparated without a knife. The outward coat, 
during its growth, is of a dark green, but on attaining its full maturity becomes fome- 
what lighter. This coat is variegated with prominent veins, forming a kind of net- 
work all over it. The pulp is white, intermixed with feveral almoft imperceptible 
fibres, concentring in the core, which extends from the hollow of the excrefcence to 
the oppofite fide. As they have their origin near the former, fo in that part they are 
larger and more diftindt. The flefh contains a large quantity of juice refembling 
honey, and its tafte l'weet mixed with a gentle acid, but of a moil exquifite flavour. 
The feeds are formed in feveral parts of the flefh, and are about feven lines in length, 
and three or four in breadth. They are alfo fomewhat flat, and fituated longi- 
tudinally. 

The tree is high and tufted, the ftem large and round, but with fome inequalities ; 
full of elliptic leaves, terminating in a point. The length is about three inches and a 
half, and the breadth two or two and a half. But what is very remarkable in this tree 
is, that it every year fheds and renews its leaves. The bloffoin, in which is the 
embryo of the fruit, differs very little from the leaves in colour, which is a darkifh 
green ; but when arrived to its full maturity is of a yellowifh green. It refembles a 
caper in figure, but fomething larger, and compofed of four petals. It is far from 
being beautiful ; but this deficiency is abundantly fupplied by its incomparable fra- 
grancy. This tree is obferved to be very parfimonious in its bloffoms, producing 
only fuch as would ripen into fruits, did not the extravagant paffion of the ladies, 
for the excellence of the odour, induce them to purchafe the bloffoms at any rate. 

The aguacate, which in Lima and other parts of Peru is known by the ancient 
Indian name Plata, may alfo be claffed among the choiceft fruits of this country. Its 
figure in fome meafure refembles the calabafhes of which fnulf-boxes are made ; that 
is, the lower part is round, and tapers away gradually towards the ftalk ; from whence 
to its bafe the length is ufually between three and five inches. It is covered with a 
very thin, gloffy, fmooth fhell, which, when the fruit is thoroughly ripe, is detached 
from the pulp. The colour, both during its growth and when arrived at perfection, 
is green, but turns fomething paler as it ripens ; the pulp is folid, but yields to the 
preffure of the finger ; the colour white, tinged with green, and the tafte fo infipid 
as to require fait to give it an agreeable relifh. It is fibrous, but fome more fo than 
others. The ftone of tips fruit is two inches long, one and a half in thicknefs, and 
terminates in a point. The tafte is four. It may be opened with a knfte, and con- 
fifts of two lobes, between which may be diftindtly perceived the germ of the tree. 
Within the fhell is a very thin tegument, which feparates it f rom the pulp, though 
fometimes the tegument adheres to the pulp, and at other times to the fhell. The tree is 
lofty and full of branches ; the leaf, both in dimenfion and figure, fomething different 
from that of the chiriinoya. 

- In the province of Quito they give the name of guabas to a fruit, which, in all 
the othei parts of Peru, is called by its Indian name Pacacs. It confifts of a pod like 
that of the algarobo, a little flat on both fides.* Its ufual length is about a foot, though 
there are different fizes, fome larger and fome fmaller, according to' the country 
where they grow. Its outward colour is a davk green, and covered with a down, 
which feels fmooth *vhen ftroked downwards, and rough when the hand is moved 
in the contrary diredhon, as in velvet. The pod, opened longitudinally, is found 
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divided into feveral cells, each containing a certain fpungy medulla, very light, and 
equal to cotton in whitenefs. In this are inclofed. fome black feeds of a very difpro- 
m portionate fize, the medulla, whofe juice is fweet and cooling, not being above a line 
■ and a half in thicknefs round each feed. 

The granadilla refembles a hen’s egg in fhape, but larger. The outfide of the fhell 
is fmooth and gloffy, and of a faint carnation colour, and the infide white and foft. 
® It is about a line and a half in thicknefs, and pretty hard. This fhell contains a vifeous 
and liquid fubftance, full of very ftnall and delicate grains lefs hard than thofe of the 
pomegranate. This medullary fubftance is l'eparated from the fhell, by an extreme 
fine and tranfparent membrane. Ibis fruit is of a delightful fweetnefs, blended with 
acidity, very cordial and refrefhing, and fo wholefome that there is no danger in 
indulging the appetite. The two former are alfo of the fame innocent quality. The 
granadilla is not the produce of a tree, but of a plant, the bloffom of which refembles 
the paflion-flower, * and of a moll delicate fragrance. But we mud obferve a remark- 
able Angularity in the fruits of this country, namely, that they do not ripen on the 
trees, like thofe of Europe, but inuft be gathered and kept fome time ; for if fuffered 
to hang on the trees they would decay. 

The laft of the fruits 1 fhall mention is the frutilla, or Peru ftrawberry, very different 
from that of Europe in fize ; for though generally not above an inch in length, and 
two-thirds of an inch in thicknefs, they are much larger in other parts of Peru. Their 
tafte, though juicy and not unpalatable, is not equal to thofe of Europe. The whole 
difference between the plant and that known in Spain confifts in its leaves being fome- 
what larger. 

The papas are natives of a cold climate; and being common in feveral parts of 
Europe, where they are known by the name of potatoes, all I fhall fay of them is, that 
they are a favourite food with the inhabitants of thefe countries, who eat them inftead 
of bread, nor is there a made dilh or ragout in which they arc not an ingredient. The 
Creoles prefer them to any kind of meat, or even fowl. A particular dilh is made of 
them, and ferved up at the beft tables, called Locro ; and is always the laft, that water 
may be drank after it, which they look upon as otherwife unwholefome. This root is 
the chief food of the lower clafs ; and they find it fo nutritive and ftrengthening, that 
they are not defftous of more folid food. 

The oca is a root about two or three inches in length, and about half an inch, or 
fomething more, in thicknefs, though not every where equal, having a kind of knots 
where they twift and wrbath themfelves. This root is covered with a very thin and 
tranfparent fkin, whofe colour is in fome yellow, in fome red, and others orange. 
It is eaten either boiled or roafted, and has nearly the fame 'aite as a chefnut; with 
this difference, however, common to all the fruits of America, that the fweetnefs pre- 
dominates. It is both pickled and preferved the latter being what the Americans are 
very fond of. This root is alfo an ingredient in mmy made dilhes. The plant is fmall, 
like the camote, yucas, anil others already deferibeu. 

With regard to the corn of this country, there is no neceflity for enumerating the 
fpecies, they being the fame with thofe known in Spain. The maize and barley are 
ufed by the poor people, and particularly by the Indians, ii making bread. They 
have feveral methods of preparing the, maize ; one is by parching, which they call 
Camea. # They alfo make from this grain a drink called Chica, ufed by the Indians in 

* This is the identical pafiion.flower, which in England never bears anv fruit, the climate being too 
cold. A. > 
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the times of the Yncas, and ftill very common. The method of making it is this: 
they fteep the maize in water till it 'begins to fprout, when they fpread it in the fun, 
where it is thoroughly dried ; after which they roaft and grind it, an ( d of the flour they 
make a deco&ion of what ftrength they pleafe. It is then put into 'jars or calks, with 
a proportional quantity of water. On the fecond or third day it begins to ferment, and 
when that is completed, which is in two or three days more, they efteem it lit for 
drinking. It is reckoned very cooling ; and that it is inebriating, is fufficiently evident 
from the Indians : thofe people have indeed fo little government of themfelves, that 
they never give over till they have emptied the calk. Its tafte is not unlike cyder j 
but feems in fonte meafure to require the difpatch of the Indians, turning four in feven 
or eight days alter the fermentation is completed. Befides its fuppofed quality of being 
cooling, it is, among other medical properties, confelledly diuretic ; and to the ufe of 
this liquor the Indians are fuppofed to be indebted for their being llrangers to the llran- 
gury or gravel. It is alfo not lurpriling that thofe people who drink it, without any 
other food than cancha, mote, and muchea, are, with the help of this liquor, healthy, 
ftrong, and robuft. 

Maize boiled till the grains begin to fplit, when it is called Mote, ferves for food 
to the Indians, the poor people, and fervants in families, who being habituated to it, 
prefer it to bread. 

Maize, before it is ripe called Chogllos, is fold in the ear, and among the poorer 
fort of inhabitants efteemed a great dainty. 

Befides the grains of the fame fpecies with thofe in Spain, this country has one pecu- 
liar to itfelf, and very well deferring to be ranked among the molt palatable foods ; 
but flill more valuable for its being one of the prefervatives againlt all kinds of abfeeffes 
and impolthumes. This ufeful fpecies of grain, here called Quinoa, refembles a lentil 
in fhape, but much lefs, and very white. When boiled it opens, and out of it comes 
% fpiral fibre, which appears like a l'mall worm, but whiter than the hulk of the grain. 
It is an annual plant, being lowed and reaped every year. The Item is about three or 
four feet in height, and has a large pointed leaf, fomething like that of the malloro ; 
the flower is of a deep red, and five or fix inches in length, and in it are contained the 
grains or feed. The quinoa is eaten boiled like rice, and has a very 'plcafant talte; 
and the water in which it has been boiled, is often ufed as an apozem. The quinoa is 
ufed in external applications, in order to which it is ground and boiled to a proper con- 
fluence ; and applied to the part affected, from which it foon extracts all corrupt hu- 
mours occafioned by a contufion. 

Befides domeftic animals, here are great numbers of rabbits caught on the deferts. 
The partridges are not very plenty, and rather referable a quail than thofe of Europe. 
Turtle-doves abound here? greatly owing to the indolence of the inhabitants in not 
endeavouring to take them. 

But one of the principal foods ufed by the inhabitants is cheefe, of which it is com- 
puted that the quantity annually confumed amounts to between feventy and eighty 
thoufand dollars of that country money. It is ufed in various manners, and is the chief 
ingredient in many dilhes. The neighbourhood of Quito alfo affords excellent butter, 
and of which there is a great confumption, but falls far fliort of that of cheefe. 

The fondnefs of thefe people for fweetmeats exceeds every thing I have ever mentioned 
of other countries ; and this neceffarily occafions a great confumption of fugar and 
honey. One method of indulging this appetite is, to fqueeze the juice out of' the fugar 
canes, let it fettle, and curdle it, out of which they make fmall cakes, which thfey call 
rafpaduras. This is fo highly valued by the lower clafs, that with a flice of it, and 
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mother of bread' and cheefe, they make as hearty a meal as the rich with all their 
variety of dilhes. Thus it appears, 'that if there be fome difference between the foods 
ufed here and thof' of Spain, the difference in their preparing them is ftill greater. 


CHAP. VIII. — - Of the Commerce of the Province of Quito. 

FROM the two preceding chapters, a fufficient judgment may be farmed of the 
products and manufactures in the province of Quito, which are the fources of its com- 
merce. The perfons who are the chief conductors of this commerce, are the Euro- 
peans or Chapitones ; fome fettled here, and others coming occafionally. The latter 
purchafe the country goods, and fell thofe of Europe. The manufactures of this pro- 
vince, as we have already noticed, are only cottons, fome white called Tucuyos, and 
others flriped bays and cloths, which meet with a good market at Lima for fupplying 
all the inward provinces of Peru. The returns are made partly in filver, partly in 
gold and filver thread fringes made in that city ; wine, brandy, oil, copper, tin, lead, 
and quickfilver. The mailers of the manufactures either fell their goods to the traders, 
or employ them as their faCtors. 

On the arrival of the galleons at Carthagena, the traders refort thither either by the 
way of I’opayan or that of Santa Fe, to purchafe European goods, which, at their 
return, they confign to their correfpondents all over the province. 

The products of the earth are chiefly confumed within the province, except the 
wheat produced in the jurifdiCtion of Riobamba and Chimbo, part of which are fent 
to Guayaquil. But this is a trade carried on only by Meltizos and poor people. It 
would indeed admit of great improvements, were not the freights fo exceffively high, 
that the trouble and expence of carrying them from Guayaquil toother countries, where 
there is a fcarcity of them, renders it impollible to get a living profit. 

Goods, manufactured by the public, or wove by private Indians, are, together with 
fome kinds of provifions, fent to the jurifdiCtion of Barbacoas ; and this is the com- 
merce in which the Chapitones make the firlt elfay of their abilities for trade. Thefe 
provifions are exchanged for gold, found in that country, and which is afterwards fent 
to Lima, v here*it bears a greater price. Their Huffs alfo find a vent in the govern- 
ments of Popayan and Santa Fc ; and this commerce is perpetually carried on ; but 
the only return in the tiempo muerto, or abfence of the galleons, is gold, which, like 
that from Barbacoas, is fent to Lima. 

The coafl of New Spain fupplies this province w ith indigo, of which there is a very 
large confumption at the manufactories, blue being univerlaliy the colour which this 
people affeCl in their apparel. They alfo import, by way of Guayaquil, iron and fteel 
both from Europe and the coal! of Guatemala ; and though it fetches fo high a price, 
that a quintal of iron fells for above a hundred dollars, and the fame quantity of fteel 
for a hundred and fifty, there is a continual demand in order to fupply the peafants 
with the neceffary inftruments of agriculture. 

The inland, or reciprocal* commerce, confifts in the confumntioHof the products of 
one jurifdiCtion in another ; and is a conftant incentive to inuuftry among the inhabi- 
tants of the villages, and the lower clafs. Thofe of the province of Chimbo purchafe 
home-made tucuyos and bags in thofe of Riobamba and Quito, in order to vend them 
at Guayaquil, bringing thence, in return, fait, fiih, and cotton ; the latter of which, 
being wove in the looms of Quito, is again fent to Guayaquil in Huffs. The jurifdic- 
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dons of Riobamba, Alaufi and Cuenca, by means of the warehoufesfat Yaguache and 
Noranjal, carry on a confiderable trade with Guayaquil. * 

This trade in the manufactures of that country, which confift only of three forts, 
cloth, bags, and linen, is attended with confiderable profit to the traders, and advan- 
tage to the country, as all the poor people, who are remarkably numerous, and perfons 
of fubftance, except thofe of the capital, wear the goods manufactured in the country ; 
thofe of Europe being fo prodigiouily dear, that only Spaniards of large fortune, and 
perfons of tffe higheft diftin&ion, can afford to purchafe them. The quantity of cloth 
and fluffs wove in this country, and all by Indians, either in the public manufactures or 
their own houfcs, appears from hence to be prodigiouily great : and to this, in a great 
meafure, is owing the happy ftate of this province ; the mailers and traders loon raifing 
fortunes, and die fervants and dependents contented with the fruits of their induftry. 


BOOK VI. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROVINCE OF QUITO. 

CHAP. I. — Extent of the Province of Quito , and the Jurifdiflion of its Audience. 

TN the five preceding books, we have endeavoured, as far as the nature of the fubjeCt 
would permit, to follow the order which the feries of our voyage required ; and we 
flatter ourfelves it will appear, that, though our principal attention was direCIed to the 
artronomical obfervations, we have not omitted any interefting particular, relating to the 
towns and provinces through which we paffed. We were always perfuaded, that if the 
former tended to the improvement of fcience, and was agreeable to thofe who profefs 
it ; the latter might prove ufeful to hiltorians, and be acceptable to 'thofe who apply 
themfelves to the ftudy of the conlfitution, ftate, cuftoms, and genius of nations. We 
clofed the fifth book with an account of the city of Quito ; this we fhall employ in treat- 
ing of the province, which is equally an objeCt of curiofity ; and we are enabled to gratify 
the reader in the tnoft fatisfaCfory manner, having, in the courfe of our obfervations, not 
only furveyed its whole extent, but, by our long ftay, obtained the acquaintance of 
many perfons of undoubted judgment and veracity, on whom we could rely for parti- 
culars not to be known from ocular infpeCtion. So that we have fufticient reafons for 
warranting the truth of the contents of this hiftory. 

lhe large province of Quito, at the time when the Spaniards firft fettled in it, was 
annexed to the kingdom of Peru, and continued fo till the year 1718, when a new 
viceroyalty being erected at Santa Fe de Bogota, the capital of the new kingdom of 
Granada, it was difinembered from Peru, and annexed to Granada. At the fame time 
the audience of Quito was fuppreffed, together. with that of Panama, in the kingdom of 
Terra Firma ; . though the latter continued dependent on the viceroys of Lima. The 
intention in this frugal fcherne was, that the falarics of the great number of officers in , 
both, which ceafed on this abolition, fhould be applied to the fupport of the new vice- 
royalty, in order to prevent any additional burden on the royal revenue ; a confequenco 
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otherwife unavoidable. Bit experience has fhown the impropriety and infufficiency of 
this meafurej am that the tribunals aboliihed were of indifpenfable neceffity in their 
refpeftive cities ; in infupportable detriment refulting to the inhabitants from the vaft 
diftance of the auciences affigned them ; which were, Lima for the kingdom of Terra 
Firma, and thofe of the province of Quito, were to apply for juftice to the audience 
of Santa Fe. And as the amount of all the falarics fuppreffed, befides the prejudicing 
many families, was not fufficicnt to fupport the dignity of a viceroy, new ideas fuc- 
ceeded ; and rather than keep it ujv at the expence of the royal revenue, the viceroy- 
alty was fupprefled, and things placed again on their ancient footing in tne year 1722 : 
the officers were reftored to their former polls which they had fo worthily filled, and 
the audiences have continued the fame as before. But the motives for erefting a new 
viceroyalty at Santa Fc being confefledly of the greatell importance, its reftitution was 
again brought on the carpet ; and the great difficulty of fupporting it, without detri- 
ment either to the public or the audiences, the fuppreffion of which had been fo detri- 
mental to the inhabitants, being overcome, the dignity of viceroyalty was again erefted 
in the year 1739, Don Sebaltian de Eflaba, lieutenant-general, being appointed the firft 
viceroy, and arrived in the beginning of the year 1 740 to take pofleffion of his govern- 
ment ; which included the whole kingdom of Terra Firma and the province of Quito. 

This province is bounded on the north by that of Santa Fe de Bogota, and includes 
part of the government of Papayan ; on the fouth it is limited by the governments of 
Peru and Chachapoyas; ealtward it extends over the whole government of Maynas, 
and the river of the Amazons, to the meridian of demarcation, or that which divides the 
dominions of Spain and Portugal. Its wcltern boundary is the fea, from the coaft of 
Machala, in the gulf of Puna, to the coaft of the government of Atacaines and the jurif- 
diftion of Barbacoas, in the bay of Gorgona. Its grcatcft breadth from north to fouth 
is about 200 leagues ; and its length, front eaft to weft, the whole extent from Cape 
de Santa Elena, in the fouth-fea, to the meridian above mentioned ; which, by the mod 
accurate computation, is 600 leagues. But a very great part of thefe vaft dominions 
are, it mull be owned, either inhabited by nations of lavage Indians, or have not hitherto 
been thoroughly peopled by the Spaniards, if indeed they have been fufficiently known. 
All the parts that can properly be laid to be peopled, and aftually fubjcft to the Spanilh 
government, are* thofe intercepted by the two Cordilleras of the Andes, which, in com- 
parifon to the extent of the country, may be termed a ILeet or lane, extending from the 
jurifdi&ion of the town of St. Miguel de Ibarra to that of Loga ; the country from 
hence to the government of Popayan, and alfo that comprehended between the weftern 
Cordillera and the fea. With this limitation the extent of the jurifdiftions from eaft 
to weft will be fifteen leagues or fomething more, being th finance intercepted between 
the two Cordilleras. But to this muft be added the countries comprehended in the go- 
vernments of Jaen de Bracamoros, which borders on the jurifdiftion of Loja, and the 
extremity of the whole province, and fituated on the eaft fide of the eaftern Cordillera ; 
and, to the northward, the government of Quixos, and that of Maynas to the eaftward 
of it ; but feparated by large t rafts of land inhabited by wild Indians ; and on the north 
fide of the province from that of Papayan ; though the latter is properly a diftinft pro- 
vince from that of Quito. Thus on the weft fide of that inter ’ between the two Cor- 
dilleras, lies the lately erefted government of Atacames, and the jurifdiftion of Guaya- 
quil : on the eaft fide, the three governments above mentioned ; and on the north, that 
of Papay&n. 

This province, exclufive of thefe five governments, confifts of nine jurifdiftions, ‘ 
Vvhich in that .country are called provinces, that of Quito being fubdivided into as many 
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others as there are goremments and juj-ifdidions ; which it is neceffar^/ for die reader to 
obferve, in order to avoid any perplexity or miftake, when a jurifiidion happens to 
be called a province ; though I (hall be careful to avoid it as muchJ as polfible. The 
jurifdidions in the province of Quito, beginning with the moftf northern, are the 
following : — 


I. The town of San Miguel de Ibarra. 

II. The village of Otabala. 

III. The city of Quito. 

IV. The affiento of Latacunga. 

V. The town of Riobainba. 

VI. The affiento of Chimbo, or Guaranda. 

VII. The city of Guayaquil. 

VIII. The city of Cuenca. 

IX. The city of Loja. 


Of thefe nine jurifdidions I fhall give a fuccind account in this and the following 
chapter, and then proceed to the governments. 

I. The town of San Miguel de Ibarra, is the capital of the jurifdidion of that name, 
which alfo contains eight principal villages or parilhes, the names of which are, 


I. Mira. 

II. Pimanpiro. 

III. Carangue. 

IV. San Antonio de Carangue. 


V. Salinas. 

VI. Tumbabiro. 

VII. Quilca. 
VIII. Caguafqui. 


This jurifdidion formerly included that of Otabalo, ; but, on account of its too enor- 
mous extent, it was prudently divided into two. 

The town of San Miguel de Ibarra ftands on the extremity of a very large plain or 
meadow, at a fmall diflance from a chain of mountains to the eaftward of it, and 
betwixt two rivers, which keep this .whole plain in a perpetual verdure. The foil is 
foft and moifi, which not only renders the houfes damp, but alfo caufes the foundations 
of their buildings often to fink. It is moderately large, with llraight broad ftreets, 
and the greateft part of the houfes of Hone, or unburnt bricks, and all tiled. The 
town is lurrounded by fuburbs inhabited by the Indians, whofe cottages make the fame 
appearance as in all other mean places ; but the houfes are neat and uniform, though 
they are but low, having only a ground floor, except thole in the fquare, which have 
one ftory. The parilh church is a large and elegant ftrudure, and of the fame mate- 
rials as the houfes. It is alfo well ornamented. This town has convents of Francifcans, 
Dominicans, the Fathers of Mercy, a college of Jefuits, and a nunnery of the order 
of the Conception. Its inhabitants, of all ages, feds, and clafles, are computed at 
ten or twelve thoufand fouls. 

Within the limits of this jurifdidion is the lake of Yagarchoca, famous for being the 
fepulchre of the inhabitants of Otabalo, on its being taken by Huayna-Capac, the twelfth 
Ynca, who, inftead of Ihewing clemency to their magnanimity, being irritated at the 
noble refiftance they made, ordered them all ‘to be beheaded, both thofe who had 
quietly furrendered, and thofe taken- in arms, and their bodies thrown into the lakty 
and from the water of the lake being tinged of a bloody hue, it acquired its prefect 
name, which fignifies a lake of blood. 


The 
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The air is very mild, lefs cold than that of Quito, and at the fame time the heat is 
not a*t all inconvenient. The temperature of the air is different in all the villages of this 
jurifdi&ion, but in, moil warm, on account of their low fituation. Thefe parts are all 
over this country culled Valles, as I have already obferved ; and the names of thofe in, 
the jurifdidion of San Miguel de Ibarra are Chotar Carpuela, and feveral others. Moft 
of the farms in them have plantations of fugar canes, and mills for extracting the juice, 
from whence they make great quantities of fugar, and very white : feme are planted 
with the fruits common in a hot climate j and in others cotton only is cultivated, and to 
the greateft perfection. 

The fugar canes do ‘not ripen here fo late as in Quito ; but they may be committed at 
any time to the mill, there being no neceffity for cutting them at any precife time, re- 
taining all their goodnefs, even when fullered to Hand two or three months after they 
are ripe ; fo that they are cut every quarter, and the mills by that means kept at work 
the whole year. 

The farms fituated in a lefs hot part are employed for cultivating maize, wheat, and 
barley, in the lame manner as in the jurii'didion of Otabalo, and which we lhall explain 
in its proper place. Here are alfo large numbers of goats, but not many fheep ; and 
though the manufactures here are not fo numerous as in Otabalo, yet the Indians weave 
a confiderable quantity of cloth and cotton. 

In the neighbourhood of the village of Salinas are fait mines, which, befides the home 
confutnption, fupply the countries to the northward of it. This fait has l'ome mixture 
of nitre ; ‘and though it may thence be concluded to be lefs wholefome, yet it is attended 
with no ill confequence to thole who are accultomed to it ; but not anfwering the inten- 
tion in faking, that from Guayaquil is ufed in Head of it. 

Within the diftritl of the village of Mira are great numbers of wild alfes, which in- 
creafe very fait, and are not cafily caught. The owners of the grounds where they are 
bred fuller all perfons to take as many as they can, on paying a finall acknowledgment 
in proportion to the number of days their fport has laltcd. The manner of catching 
them is as follows : a number of perlbns go on horfeback, and are attended by Indians 
on foot. When arrived at the proper places, they form a circle, in order to drive them 
into l'ome valley, where, at full fpeed, they throw the noofe, and halter them ; for thefe 
creatures, on finding themfelves inclofed, make very furious efforts to efcape, and if 
only one forces his way through, they all follow with an irrefiftible iinpetuofity. But 
when the hunters have noofed them, they throw them down, and fecurc them with fet- 
ters, and thus leave them till the hunting is over ; when, in order to bring them away 
with the greater facility, they pair them with tame beaffs : but this is not eafily per- 
formed ; for thefe afl'es are fo remarkably fierce, that thev often hurt the perfons who 
undertake to manage them. They have all the fwifrnefs of horfes ; and neither acclivi- 
ties nor precipices retard them in their caree" : when attacked, they defend themfelves 
with their heels and mouth, with fuch a&ivity that without flackening their pace, they 
often maim their purfuers : but the moft remarkable property in thefe creatures is, that 
after carrying the firft load, their celerity leaves them, their dangerous ferocity is loft, 
and they foon contrad the ftupid look and dullnefs peculiar to the afinine fpecies. It is 
alfo obfervable, that thefe creatures will not permit a horfe to , e among them ; and if 
one of them happens to ftray into the places where they feed, they all fall upon him, 
and, without giving him the liberty of flying from them, they bite and kick him till they 

M ve hirft dead on the fpot. They are very troublefome neighbours, making a moft 
rrid noife ; for whenever one or two of them begin to bray, they are anfwered in the 
yoL. xiv. . 3 0 fame 
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fame vociferous manner by all within the reach of the found, which $ greatly increafed 
' and prolonged by the repercuffions of the valleys and breaches of th^ mountains. 

II. The jurifdiftion joining on the fouth to that of St. Miguel de Ibarra, is called Ota- 
balo, in the jurifdi&ion of which are the following eight principal villages or parifhes : 


I. Cayambe. 

II. Tabacundo. 

III. Otabalo. 

IV. Atontaqui. 


V. Cotacache. 

VI. San Pablo. 

VII. Tocache. 

VIII. Urququi. 


The parifh of Otabalo is well fituated, and fo large and populous that it is faid to con- 
tain eighteen or twenty thoufand fouls, and among them a confiderable number of Spa- 
niards. But the inhabitants of all the other villages are univerlally Indians. 

The lands of this jurifdiction are laid out in plantations like thofe of the former, ex- 
cept that here are not fuch great numbers of fugar mills ; but this is compenlated by its 
great fuperiority in manufactures, a confequence refulting from the multitude of Indians 
refiding in its villages, who feem to have an innate inclination to weaving ; for befides 
the fluffs made at the common manufactories, fuch Indians as are not Mitayos, or who 
are independent, make, on their own account, a variety of goods, as cottons, carpets, 
pavilions for beds, quilts in damafk work, wholly of cotton, either white, blue, or va- 
riegated with different colours ; but all in great repute, both in the province of Quito 
and other parts, where they are fold to great advantage. 

The method of fowing wheat and barley in this jurifdiclion is very different from 
that ufed in any of the former ; for, inflcad of flattering the feeds, as is commonly prac- 
tifed, they divide the ground, after it is plowed, into fcveral parts by furrows, and 
along the fides of them they make little holes a foot dillant from one another, putting 
five or fix corns into each. However tedious this may be, it is abundantly made up to 
the farmer by the uncommon increafe, which is ufuallv above a hundred fold. 

This jurifdiction has a great number of fluds of horfes, and multitudes of black cat- 
tle, from whofe milk large quantities of cheefe are made. This country is happily fitu- 
ated for pad urc, being every where watered with an infinite number of rivulets. It has 
alfo large flocks of fhcep, though thefe feem to be neglected, in companion of the 
others. 

The village of Cayambe Hands in the middle of a fpacious plain, at the end of which 
is the foot of the mountain Cayamburo, one of the largoft mountains of the Cordilleras 
in this part of the country, being equal in height to that of Chimborazo, and its fum- 
mits covered with fnow and ice. Its altitude is fo much greater than the reft between it 
and Quito, that it may be plainly feen from that city. The vicinity of this mountain 
renders the whole plain of Cayambe cold, which is increafed by the violence and con- 
tinuance of the winds. In the territories of this jurifdiClion are two lakes, one called 
San Pablo, from a village of that name on its banks ; it is a league in length, and about 
half a league in breadth. This lake is every where furrounded with a fpecies of rufhes, 
called there Totoral, among which are vail flocks of wild geefe and gallaretes. This 
lake receives its water from the mountain of Mojanda, and from it iffties one of the 
branches of the Rio Blanco. The other lake, which has nearly the fame dimenfions as 
the former, is called Cuichocha, and is fituated in a plain on the fide of a mountain of 
the fame name. Near the middle of this are two iflands, both which abound Vflh wjp^ 
cuyes, a fpecies of rabbits and deer, which often fvvim to main land ; but, when pur- 
fued by the hunters, difappoint them by gaining the lake, and fwimming back to their 

retreat. 
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retreat. Several ' ‘mall filh are found in this lake, refembling the cray-filh, but without 
a fhell. They are, called, by the inhabitants of the adjacent country, prennadillas, and * 
are fent in the pickle to Quito, where they are the more efteemed, as being the only 
frelh-water fifh that can be bought in that city. Nor are thefe caught in any great quan- 
tities, though they are alfo found in the lake of San Pablo. * 

III. The jurifdidion of Quito confifts of the following twenty-five parilhes, befidee 
thofe in the city : 


I. St. Juan Evangelifta. 

II. Santa Maria Magdalena. 

III. Cliilogalle. 

IV. Cono-coto. 

V. Zambiza. 

VI. Pintac. 

VII. Sangdlqui. 

VIII. Amaguana. 

IX. Guapulo. 

X. Cumbaya. 

XI. Co-col lao. 

XII. Puembo, and Pifo. 

XIII. Yaruqui. 


XIV. El Quinche. 

XV. Guayllabamba. 

XVI. Machacha. 

XVII. Aloafio. 

XVIII. Aloa. 

XIX. Yumbicho. 

XX. Alangafi. 

XXI. Pomafque. 

XXII. San Antonio deLulum-bamba. 
XXIII. Perucho. 

XXIV. Cola-cali. 

XXV. Tumbaco. 


This jurifdidion, though called Cinco Leguas, five leagues, extends, in fome parts, 
a great deal farther, and the lands are as it were covered with plantations, fome fituated 
in the plains, fome in the capacious breaches, and others on the fummit of the moun- 
tains; and all producing according to the quality, fituation, and expofure of the 
ground. Thofe on the temperate plains yield plentiful harvefts of maize ; thofe at the 
bottoms of deep breaches, being in a hot temperature, arc planted with fugar canes, 
from whence they extrad great quantities of fugar and rum. From the fruits peculiar 
to fuch a temperature are made a variety of fweetineats, here called Rayados ; and of 
which there is a great confumption among the inhabitants. 

The fugar cant ripens very flowly in this jurifdidion ; for though the plantations 
enjoy a hot air, yet it is not of that degree of heat requiiite to its fpeedy maturity ; fo 
that it is three years after they are planted, before they are fit to be cut. Nor are they 
ever cut but once, the fecond crop only producing the foca or germ, which ferves for 
re-planting. 

The guarapo, which we have had occafion to mention, is nothing more than the 
juice of the cane, as it flpws from the mill, and afterwards fulfered to ferment. It is 
very pleafant, its tafte being a fiveetifh acidity, and at the fame time very wholefome $ 
but inebriating if drunk to excefs. This liquor is a favourite regale among the vulgar. 

The plantations near the fummits of the mountains, from their having a variety of 
temperatures, produce wheat, barley, pot-herbs of all kinds, and potatoes. 

Above thefe plantations are fed numerous flocks of flieep. producing that wool, 
which, from the feveral operations it undergoes, affords employment for fuch multi- 
tudes of people. Some farmers make it their foie bufinefs to breed cow's, principally 
for the advantages they derive from their milk in making cheefe and butter. In other 
fsiiljn-hdhfes you fee various occupations carried on at the fame time, namely, the 
breeding of cattle, aorirulture, and manufactures, particularly of cloth, bays, and 
ferges. 
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From what has been faid, it is evident that neither this, nor the preceding jurifdiftion, 
has any general temperature, the degree of cold and heat depending on the fituation ; 
and that to this difference is owing the delightful, and even profitable variety of all 
kinds of fruits and grains, each finding here a temperature agreeable to its nature. 
Atcordingly, in travelling only half a day, you pafs from a climate where the heat 
lufficiently indicates that you are in the torrid zone, to another where you feel all the 
horrors of winter. And what is ftill more fingular, and may be el teemed an advan- 
tage, no change occurs during the whole year ; the temperate parts never feeling the 
vidffitudes of cold and heat. This, however, mult be allowed not to hold precifely 
with regard to the mountainous parts, thocolJnds of which is encrealed by the violence 
of the winds, or a change of weather, called tiempo de paramos, when the clouds 
involve the greateft part of thefe mountains, and precipitate then delves in a fleet ; at 
which time the cold becomes intolerable : and on the other hand, when tliofe frigorific 
clouds are difperfed, and the wind allayed, fo that the rays of the fun reach the earth, 
they feel the comfortable heat of his cheering beams. 

Moft of thefe villages arc built with very little regularity. The principal part of them 
is the church and parfonage, which they call the convent, from the prielts being all 
formerly religious. Thefe ft ructures have fbine appearance of decency : but the other 
parts of the village confift of a number of huts with mud walls, icattorcd all over the 
country, where every one has his fpot of ground, which he tills for his lubfiffence. .A 
great part, and in forne villages the whole of the inhabitants are Indians, who live there 
when out of place ; though in fome parts the inhabitants are Mellizos, and here and 
there a Spanilh family ; but thefe arc extremely poor. 

IV. The firft jurifdiction to the fouthward of that of Quito, is the alliento of Lata- 
cunga. The word Alliento implies a place lei’s than a town, but larger than a village. 
This place Hands in a wide plain, having on the caff fide the eaffem Cordillera of the 
Andes, from whence projects a very high mountain, and at a fmall diftance* from its 
foot is fituated Latacunga, in o 55' 14" 3 o'", fouth latitude. On the weft fide of it 
is a river, which, though fornetimes fordable, on an increafe of the waters mull he 
palled over by the bridge. This alliento is large and regular ; the llreets broad and 
ftraight ; the houles of Hone, arched, and well contrived : but on account of the dan- 
gerous confequences fo often refulting from earthquakes, without vmy ftory. This 
precaution the inhabitants were taught by a dreadful deftruclion of all the buildings, 
on the 20th of June 1698. This terrible concufllon was general all over the province 
of Quito ; and its effects, as we fliall ftiow in the fequel, in many other places, equally 
melancholy. Out of fix hundred ftone houles, the number of which this alliento then 
confifted, only a part of one, and the church of the Jefuits, were left Handing ; and even 
thele were fo greatly damaged, that there was a neceflity lor pulling them down. But 
the greateft misfortune was, that molt of the inhabitants were buried under their ruins, 
the earthquake beginning at one in the morning, a time of general filence and fecurity, 
and continuing its concullions, at lliort intervals, the greateft part of the day. 

The ftone of which the houfes and churches are built, is a kind of pumice, or 
fpongy ftone, ejected from volcanoes, inexhauftible quarries of it being found in the 
neighbourhood. It is fo light that it will fwiin in water, and from its great porofity 
the lime cements the different pieces very ftrongly together ; whence, and from their 
lownefs, the houfeS are now enabled to fupport themfelves during a concuffion, much 
better than before tjie earthquake, when few were without a ftory ; and if thdfMhojild 
be unfortunately thrown down, the crulh in all probability would be much lefs fatal. 

8 The 
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The jurifdiCtion contains thefe principal villages : 

I. Zichios Mayor. X. San Miguel de Molleambato. 

II. Zichios Menor. XI. Saquifih. 

III. Yungas, or Colorados. XII. Pugili. 

IV. Yfi limbi. XIII. Tanicuchi. 

V. Chifa-Halo, or Toacafo. XIV. Cuzubamba. 

VI. Pillaro. '• XV. Tifaleo. 

VII. San Phelipe. XVI. Angamarca. 

VIII. Mula-PIalo. XVII. Pila-Halo. 

IX. Alaquez. 

The air of this affiento is the colder, from the place being only fix leagues from the 
mountain of Cotopaxi, which, as it is not lcls in height and extent than thofe of Chim- 
borazo and Cayamburo, fo it is, like them, covered with ice and fnow. The com- 
bultible fubftances within the bowels of this mountain, firft declared themfelves in 
the year 1533, when Sebaftian and Belalcazar, who undertook the conqueft of this 
province, had entered it, and proved very favourable to the enterprife. For the 
Indians, poflefled with the truth of a prediction of their pridts, that, on the burfting 
of this volcano, they would be deprived of their country, and reduced under the 
government of an unknown prince, were fo {truck with the concurrence of the 
burlling of this volcano, and the invafion of a foreign army, that the fpirit, which 
univerfaily began to fhow itfelf in the preparatives every where made for a vigorous 
refiftance, entirely left them, and the whole province eafily conquered, all its caciques 
fubinitting to the King of Spain. The large plain in which this affiento (lands is full 
of rocks, ejefted at that fuppofed ominous eruption, and fome of them to the diftance 
of five leagues from its roots. In the year 1743, while we were on thccoaft of Chili, 
a fecond eruption happened, the particulars of which we {hall relate in another place. 

The temperature of the air is very different in the fevcral villages of this jurifdiCtion ; 
being hot in thofe lying it) the valleys ; temperate in thofe fituated on the plains 5 whilll 
the air in thofe bordering on the mountains, like that of the affiento, is cold, and 
fometimes to ait excefiive degree. The villages are in general larger, and more popu- 
lous than thofe of the other jurifdiCtions in the fame province. Their inhabitants are 
Indians, Mdlizos, and a few Spaniards. 

Befides the parifh church, which is ferved by two priefts, one for the Spaniards, and 
the other for the Indians, this affiento has convents of Francifcans, Augultines, Domi- 
nicans, the Fathers of Mercy, and a college of Jcfuits. The churches of thefe reli- 
gious are well built, decently ornamented, and kept very neat. The inhabitants, by 
the neareft computation, amount to between ten and twelve thoufand, chiefly Spaniards 
and Meltizos. Among the former are leveral families of. eminent rank and eafy cir- 
cumftances, and of fuch virtues and accomplifhments as add a luftre to their happy 
fituation. The Indians, as at Quito, live in a feparate quarter adjoining to the 
country. 

In this affiento all kinds of trades and mechanic arts are carried on ; and, as in all 
the other parts of this jurifdiCtion, it, has a confiderable number of manufactories of 
dotlubays, and tucuyos. Great quantities of pork are falted here for exportation to 
^uitfr G uayaquil, and Riobamba, being highly e (teemed for the peculiar flavour given 
to it in the pickling, and which it ever after retains. 


All 
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All the neighbouring country is fowed with clover, and interfperfed with plantations 
of willows, whofe perpetual verdure gives a cheerful afpeft to the country, and 
heightens the pleafantnefs of the affiento. f 

The Indians of Pugili and Saquifili are noted for making earthen ware, as jars, pans, 
pitchers, &c. which are greatly valued all over the province of Quito. The clay of which 
they are made is of a lively red, very fine, and emits a kind of fragrancy, and the work- 
manihip very neat and ingenious. 

Y ? The next jurifdi&ion fouthwards is Riobamba, the capital of which is the town 
of the fame name. Its jurifdiftion is divided into two departments ; the corregidor, 
who refides at Riobamba, appointing a deputy, who lives at the affiento of Hambato, 
fituated between the capital and Latacunga. In the firll department are the following 
principal villages : 


• I. Calpi. X. 

II. Lican. XI. 

III. Yaruquiz. XII. 

IV. San Luis. XIII. 

V. Cajabamba. XIV. 

VI. San Andres. XV. 

VII. Punr. XVI. 

VIII. Chambo. XVII. 

IX. Quimia. XVIII. 

The department of the affiento of Iiamberto has, 
lages : 5 

I. Ifambo. IV. 

II. Quifupincha. V. 

III. Quero. VI. 


Pungala. 

Lito. 

Guano. 

Ililapo. 

Guanando. 

Penipe. 

Cubijis. 

Cevadas. 

Palattanga. 

in its jurifdiftion, fix principal 


Pelileo. 

Patate. 

Santa Rofa de Pilaguin. 


This affiento ftands in the latitude of i° 41' 40" fouth, and 22' weft, of the city of 
Quito. In 1533 it was an Indian town, 'of which Sebaftian de Bdalcazar having 
made himfelf mafter, the following year Marlhal Diego de Almagro laid the founda- 
tion of the prefent affiento. It ftands in a very large plain furrounded by mountains ; 
particularly on the north fide, which is bounded by Chimborazo, from the foot of 
which it is at no great diftance. On the fouth fide is a lake called Colta, about a 
league in length and three quarters of a league in breadth, where there are great num- 
bers of wild geefe and gallaretas ; and its banks covered with plantations. 

The principal fquare and ftreets are very regular, ftraight, and airy ; the houfes of 
a light ftone, but fomething heavier than the pumice made ufe of at Latacunga. Some, 
efpecially thofe in and near the fquare, have a ftory ; but the others are univerfally 
without any, being built low, on account of the earthquakes which this place has 
often felt, particularly that already mentioned of 1698, when many of its houfes and 
public buildings were thrown down. The Indians who inhabited this place, and all 
thofe to the fouthward in this jurifdi&ion, before their converfion to Chriftianity, 
were known by the name of Puruayes ; and are* to this day diftinguifhed from all tne 
other Indians in the whole province. 

Befides the great church, here is another called St. Sebaftian, with convents of the" 
fame orders as at Latacuftga, and a nunnery of the Conception ; contributions are ftill 

9 raifed 
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raifed for the ufe of the hofpital, though it is in fo ruinous a condition as not to admit 
of patients. 

On the weft fit e of the afliento is a river cut into fmall channels or trenches, for 
watering the adjacent fields ; by which means they are rendered fo remarkably fertile, 
that they produce clover the whole year. M 

The inhabitants, according to an accurate calculation, amount to between fixteen 
and twenty thoufand fouls. The manners arid cuftoms here are nearly the fame with 
thofe at Quito ; the greateft part of, the families of diltindion in that city owing their 
origin to this place. For at the beginning of the conquefts, many of the eminent 
families which came from Spain fettled here at the conclufion of the war, and have 
been very careful not to diminilh either the luftre of their families, or their wealth, by 
promifeuous alliances, marrying only into one another. 

The magiftracy confilts of regidores, who are always perfons of the firft diltindion, 
and from among thofe arc annually chofen the ordinary alcaldes ; with this Angularity, 
that the validity of the election depends on its being unanimous, a fingle vote render- 
ing it void, Befides, the perfon thus elected is either confirmed or rejected by the 
townfmen ; a privilege known in no other part of the whole province. 

The air is colder here than at Quito, owing in a great meafurc to the neighbour- 
hood of the mountain of Chimborazo ; and, when the wind blows from that quarter, 
the weather is fo lharp, that the rich families leave the town, and retire to their eftates, 
fituated in a warmer air, though at no great diftance. This uncomfortable feafon 
generally falls from December to June, the north and north-weft winds then princi- 
pally prevailing. It is, however, in a great meafurc, free from thofe violent fliowers 
and teinpefts fo common at Quito, that fometimes for many days fucceflively it enjoys 
ferene and delightful weather ; and the fame may be laid of the greateft part of its 
jurifdidion. 

Here are many plantations, or farms, and moft of them confiderable; and for the 
number and largenefs of its manufactories, it furpalfes every other part of this pro- 
vince ; though the Indians feein born with an inclination for weaving, particularly 
thofe of the village of Guana, who are famed for their manufactures of worfted 
ftockings, and it is indeed the only place in the whole province where they are 
made. „ This induftrious difpofition probably gave rife to the large flocks of Iheep in 
this jurifdidion, whence thefe manufactories are never in want of wool. The foil is 
very fertile, producing all kinds of grain and pulfe in abundance. And here is moft 
frequently feen what 1 have elfewhero obferveil, that in one part the hulbandmen are 
lowing, in another reaping ; the landfcape alfo elegantly adorned with fuch an enchant- 
ing variety of colours as painting cannot exprefs. 

In this jurifdidion is a large plain lying louth of the town of Tiocaxas, agd famous 
for a battle between the Spaniards commanded by Belalcazar and the Puruaycs Indians, 
before their courage had been ilcprelfed by the ominous explofion of the mountain. 
Both armies fought with great obliinacy, though neither gained the vidory. 

The afliento of Hambuto Hands in a wide plain at the bottom of a mountain. On 
the north fide of it runs a large river, over which a bridge has been built, it being 
never fordable on account of its depth and extreme rapidity, js finely fituated, and 
in extent and populoufnefs nearly equal to Latacunga, the number of its inhabitants 
amounting to eight or nine thouland. The houfes arc of unburnt bricks, well con- 
trived, fpd make a good appearance. With regard to their lownefs, it is owing to a 
dltfreet precaution againft the melancholy Ihocks of earthquakes. It has a parilh* 
church, two chapels of eafe, and a convent of Francifcans. The earthquake which 

made 
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made fuch terrible havock in the afliento of Latacunga, proved alfo fatal to this. The 
earth near it opened in feveral places, of which there ftill remains an aftonifhing 
monument on the fouth fide of the afliento, being a chafm four or fifve feet brofcd, and 
about a league in length, north and fouth. And on the north fide of the river are 
federal openings of the fame kind. The horror of the fhock was greatly increafed by 
terrible eruptions from Mount Carguairafo, from whence a muddy torrent, formed of 
alhes, cinders, and fnow melted by the flames from the aperture, precipitated down 
the fides of the mountain, overflowing the fields, .fweeping away the cattle, and every 
other objedt, by its violence. A track of this impetuous current is ftill to be feen on 
the fouth fide of the afliento. 

The inhabitants in their manners and cuftoms referable thofe of Quito ; but with re- 
gard to families of diftindtion, it is much inferior to Riobamba. Courage is an innate 
quality of the natives, but blended with fuch vices, that both their neighbours, and 
the inhabitants of the other parts of the province, will have no concerns with them, ex- 
cept thofe abfolutely neceflfary ; and, in all dealings with them, take care to guard 
equally againft their deceit and violence. 

This jurifdiciion in feveral of its products and manufactures excels all the reft : one 
of which is bread, particularly that made St the afliento, which is famous all over the 
province; and accordingly it is fent to Quito, and other parts, without lofing any 
thing of its goodnefs by length of time. The Indian inhabitants of the village of 
Quero make all forts of cabinet work, for which there is a great demand all over the 
province, as, befides the goodnefs of the workmanship, this is the only place where 
goods of this kind are made. The jurifdiClion of Patate is equally famous for the 
plenty of fugar canes, and the goodnefs of the fugar made from them, being of the 
fineft fort. That of Santa Rofa de Pilaguin, which, with its fields, lies on the fide of 
Carguairafo, is famous for the particular goodnefs of its barley, as the diftriCl border- 
ing on the afliento is for the exquifitenefs of its fruits ; and to this diftridt Quito owes 
molt of the European kinds fold in that city, the temperature of the air being peculiarly 
adapted to the perfection of thofe fruits. 

VI. On the weft fide of the jurifdidtion of Riobamba, between it and Guayaquil, 
lies that of Chimbo, whofe jurifdidtion confifts of an afliento and feven villages : the 
former, being the capital, is called Chimbo, and was the refidence ©f the corregidor, 
till it was thought proper, for the conveniency of commerce, to remove it to Guaranda. 
This afliento docs not contain above eighty families ; fome of which are Spaniards, b u! 
all poor. The names of the villages are, 

I. San Lorenzo. 

II. Afaneoto. 

III. Chapacoto. 

IV. San Miguel. 

The moft confiderable of their villages is that Guaranda, though the inhabitants are 
generally Meftizos ; there are fome Indians, but very few Spaniards. 

The jurifdidtion of Chimbo, being the firft of the Serrania, or ridge of mountains, 
bordering on that of Guayaquil, carries on, by means of innumerable droves of mules, 
the whole trade of Quito and the other provinces, by the way of Guayaquil, carrying 
the bales of cloth, and ftuffs, together with the meal, com, and other produce of the 
country, from the former to the latter ; and returning with wine, brandy, fa&» 
cotton, fifh, oil, and other goods wanted in the provinces of the mountains. This 

: traffic 


V. Guaranda. 

VI. Guanujo. 

VII. Tomabelas. 
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traffic b of inconceivable benefit to the inhabitants ; but it can only be carried on 
during the fumtrier, the roads in the winter being abfolutely impra&icable to beads 
of any 'kind. This intermiflion of trade they call * Cerrarfe la Montana,* the dotting 
op Of the mountaii s. * 

The temperature of the air at Guaranda, and that of the greateft part of the jurif- 
di&ion of Chimbo, from the proximity of Chimborazo, fo often mentioned for its 
frigorific effe&s, is very cold. The country is large and fertile, like thofe already 
mentioned ; but the ha^endas, or farms, are in general appropriated to the breeding 
of mules ; a few only being fown with different fpecies of grain. 

VII. The jurifdidion of Guayaquil is the laft ; but this has been already treated of 
at large. 


CHAP. II. — Sequel of the Account of the Jurifdiftions in the Province of Quito. 

VIII. THE jurifdidion bordering on the fouthern parts of Riobamba is that of 
Cuenca, whofc capital is the city of the fame name, founded in the year 1557, by 
Gil Ramirez Davalos. Its jurifdidion is divided into two departments, of which the 
capital is one, and that of Alaufi the other ; the laft reaches to Riobamba, and is 
governed by a deputy of the corregidor. Befides the affiento, it contains only the four 
following .villages : 


L C.humche. 

II, Guafuntos. 

But that of the city 

I. Azogues. 

II. Atuncanar. 

III. Giron. 

IV. Canary-bamba. 

. V. Efpiritu. 


III. Cibambe. 
/V. Ticfan. 

Cuenca includes ten : 

VI. Paccha. 

VII. Gualafeo. 

VIII. Paute. 

IX. Delec. 

X. Molleturo. 


The city of Cuenca lies in 2 0 53' 49" fouth latitude, and 29' 25" weft of the meri- 
dian of Quito. It ftands in a very fpacious plain, along which, at about half a league 
to the northward of the city, runs a little river called Machangara ; and clofe to the 
fouth fide of the city runs another, known by the nam£ of Matadero. Befides thefe, 
at the diftance of a quarter of a league, runs another called Yanuncay j and at about 
the fame diftance is another termed I. os Banc ', from a village of that name, through 
which it flows. All thefe rivers are at fome feafi ns fordable; but at others can only 
be crolfed with fafety over the bridges. 

The plain in which this city ftands reaches about fix leagues from north to fouth ; 
and the four rivers, whofe courfes are nearly in the fame dire'ftion, form, at a f mall 
diftance, by the conflux of their ftreams, a very large river. To the fouth of the 
city is another plain of about two leagues in extent, and, with its great variety of regu- 
lar plantations of trees, and other rural improvements, makes a very delightful appear- 

f ee alty&e year round. 

This city may be clafted among thofe of the fourth order. Its ftreets are ftraight, 
and of a convenient breadth j the houfes of unburnt bricks, tiled, and many of them 
FOE, xiv. * 3 p have 
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hay* one ftory, the owners, frotna ridiculous affetfation of gmaear, preferring ele- 
gance to fecurity. The foburbs, inhabited by the Indians, are, as wjal/nfean.aftd 
regular. Several ftreams of water, by great labour, are brought from ' the above 
rivers, and flow through the ftreets ; fo that the city is plentifully fypph'ed ; and for its 
admirable fituation, and the fertility of the foil, it might be rendered the paradife, not 
only of the province of Quito, but of all Peru ; few cities being capable to boaft of fo 
many advantages as concentre here ; but, either from fupinenefs or ignorance, they are 
far from being duly improved. One circumflanre, which adds a lingular beauty to 
its fituation, is, that the mountains are not fo high as to intercept the view of a beau- 
tiful country ; but at a pre per dhlar.ee they rife again to their flupendous height, as is 
feen in the mountain Azuay, which divides this jurifdidion Iroin that of Alaufi. 

Cuenca contains tlm e pariflics; that of the great church confifls of Spaniards and 
Meltizos ; the two others, which are called San Bias and San Sebaflian, aie for the 
Indians. Here are convents oi 1 'rancifcans, Dominicans, Augulbncs, and the Fathers 
of Mercy; a college of Jefuits, and two nunneries, one of the Conception, and the 
other of Santa Terefa. Here is alfo an holpital, but through ill management now 
ahnoft in ruins. 

The magiitracy is compofed of regidorcs and ordinary alcalde 0 , which, according to 
the general cuflmn, are chofen annually, and at their head is the corregidor. Here is 
a chamber of finances, under the din'd ion of an accomptant and treafimr. It was 
formerly kept in the city of Sevilla del Oro, a jtinfdiofion, and the capital of the de- 
partment of M.tcas; but on the lols of the city of Logrono, the village of Cuambava 
and other places, it was removed to Loja, and fince to Cuenca. The revenues paid 
into it coniill ol the tribute of the Indians of this department, together with that o I 
Alaufi, the jurifdidion of loja, atod the government of Jean tie Bracamoros ; tin 
duties on provifions, and the cufloms collected at Nurnnjal. 

The inhabitants here, though ol the fame Hades with thofe of Quito, differ fomething 
in their genius and manners ; particularly in a molt fliamcful indolence, which feems 
fo natural to them, that they have a It range averfton to all kinds of work; the vulgar 
are alfo rude, vindictive, and, in fhort, wicked in every fenfe. From this genera 1 
reproach, ihe women nutft, how'ever, be excepted, being remarkable lor an uncom- 
mon fpirit of induflry ; as if they were determined to atone for the indolence of the 
other fex. They {pin and weave bays, which, for their goodnefs, and efpechlly the 
brilliancy of the colours, are famous in every part of Pun. They alfo weave joint 
tucuyos; and make bargains with the merchants or traders. The) buy and fell ; and. 
in fhort, manage entirely that dttlc* commence by which their families are fupported ; 
whilft their hufbands, brothers, and fathers, give themfelves up to (loth and idleuefs, 
with all its infamous concomitants. The whole number of inhabitants of this city is 
computed at twenty or thirty thoufand fouls ; and both thole of tht- city and of th< 
jurifdi&ion are commonly known by the general name of Morlacos. 

The pleafures arifingfrom the fertility of the foil are increaftd by the mildnefs of the 
climate, the liquor of the thermometer fluctuating the whole ) ear hetwu-n 1013 and 
*015 ; fo that the cold is very little felt, ard the heat very fupportable. With regard 
to rains, and tempefts of thunder and lightning, they arc as common here as at Quito. 
In calm weather, the fky is ferene, and the inhabitants healthy ; nor are malignant 
fevers and pleurifies, though common to the whole province, fo often known as at 
Quito. The country is finely interfperfed with farm-houfes and plantations »f fe gjff 
canes; fqpie parts are cultivated for corn, and others .applied to the feeding of 
and homed cattle, from the laft of which they make irreat Quantities of chsafe* ttat 
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inferior, $O it J|at i^tw'qp&j, and accordingly there is a very confiderafcle demand for it 
all 

The, visage of Atun-canar, or Great-canar, is famous for its extenfive Ctim^elds, 
and fh^tich htfrvcft they afford. It is alfo remarkable for the riches concealed in its 
mountains, the bravery of its ancient inhabitants, and their unflvaken fbyalty to Ynca 
Tupac- Yupanqui, to whom, when his army intended for this country was arrived near 
the frontiers, fenfible of their inability ol making any effectual refinance, they fub- 
initted, and paid him all the honour^ which denoted a voluntary fubje&ron ; and thefe 
marks of loyalty fo prepofTelled the emperor in their favour, that, to encourage them to 
cherifh fuch good difpofitions, he ordered fcveral magnificent temples, fplendid palaces, 
and forts, all of done, to be built here, in the manner of thofe of Cufco, and the 
infide of the walls to be plated over with gold. And of thefe works fome monuments 
ftill remain in a fort and palace, and of which neither time nor accidents have obli- 
terated their aflonifliing magnificence ; a defeription will be given of both in another 
place. Thefe works had fuch happy effetts on the grateful inhabitants, that they fell 
at lafl vi&itns to their loyalty ; for, having fided with the Ynca Iluefcar, their lawful 
fovereign, againft his brother Ata Huallpa, and the former Ioling a decifive battle, the 
conqueror inhumanly abufed his victory, by deftroying thofe unhappy perfons who had 
done no more than their duty, no Iefs than 6o,coo of them being maflacred in cold 
blood. 

Thefe Indians were united with the Guafantos, and thofe of Pamallafta, in which 
diftrid art! ftill to be feen the ruins of another fort, built by the Yncas. The intimacy 
between the inhabitants of thefe countries was fo remarkable, that they were all called 
Canarejos, that under one name they might form one body. 

The afliento of Alaufi, the chief place of the fecond department, is not very popu- 
lous, though among its inhabitants are fome Spanifh families of the firlt rank. The 
other inhabitants are Meflizos and Indians, but both dalles in mean circumftances. 
The parochial church is the only ecclefiaftical ftru&ure ; nor has this the ornaments 
which decency requires. 

The village of Ticfan, which flood in this department, was totally deftroyed by an 
earthquake, and the inhabitants removed to a fafer fituation. The marks of thefe 
dreadful convulflons of nature are (till vilible in feveral chai'ms among the mountains, 
many being two or three feet broad, a convincing proof of the violent concuffions in 
the bowels of the earth at the time of that cataftrophe. The temperature of the air is 
# here l'oinething colder than at Cuenca ; but not in a degree fufiicient to leflen the 
exuberant fertility of the foil. 

Atnpng the great variety of mines in the jurifdidion of Cuenca, and which I fhall 
confider more at large in the fequel, thofe of gold and filver, Recording to the com- 
mon opinion, are not the leaft numerous. Report has indeed magnified them to fuch 
a degree, that, to prove the aftonifhing quantity of thofe metals, the inhabitants relate 
the following'ftory, the truth of which 1 do not pretuid to warrant. It exhibits indeed 
an inftance fo contrary to the common order of things, as to be fcarce reconcileable to 
reafon. I fhall, however, venture to relate it, becaufe, if the reader fhould think it 
incredible, it will at leaft l’erve to convey an idea of the riches f; \ pofed to be concealed 
in the bowels of the mountains. 

Between the valleys of Chugui-pata, which extend from the village and jurifdittion 

Los A*ogues fouthward, and that of Poute running eaftward along the banks of 

jgune name, are feveral eminences which divide the two plains, and among thefe, 
one Marker than the reft, called Supay-urco, a name faid to have been given it on the 

3 p 2 following 
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following account An inhabitant of the province of Spain* from the 

extremity of his drftrefe, abandoned himfelf to defpair } &B8*.k of hi# 

wild .imagination, foinetimes implored the affiftance of^tan, and fometii^m Ouffed 
the moment that gave birth to his wretched being, and was ftyr laying violent hands 
upon himfelf. ^rhe devil, taking advantage of his condition, appeared to him, k out in 
a drefs which fufficiently concealed his nature, and courteoufly alked the caufe of his 
exceflive melancholy ; and, being informed that it was owing to an unhappy change of 
circumftances, from a plentiful fortune to the moll extreme poverty, the devil, with 
a cheerful air, told him, that he would fhow him a fpot from whence he might have 
what quantity of gold he pleafed, the mine being abfolutely inexhaultible. The Spa- 
niard embraced the offer with the greateft transport of joy ; and concluding that it 
would at leait prove a journey of l'omc days, purchafed, with the penurious remains of 
his fubftajice, a few loaves, which he packed up in his wallet ; and, his mind being 
fomething calier from thel’e flattering promilcs, laid himfelf* down to reft till the time 
appointed, when he was to call upon his guide, lint when he awaked, he found liiny- 
felf in a country abfolutely unknown, the plain of Chiquipata King before him, and 
himfelf reclined on the eminence of Supay-urco. Ilis alloniihment, at viewing fuch 
multitudes of ftrango obje&s, can be much better conceived than exprefled. For 
fome time indeed he doubted whether they were real or illufive, till tired with uncer- 
tainties, and, determined to know in what country he was, he directed his way to a 
houfe of fome figure, which he law at a diftance. This happened fortunately to belong 
to a Spaniard, who was a native of ihe fame province of Ellramadura ; and -being in- 
formed by his fervants that a ftranger of the fame country was at the gate, the mailer, 
pleafing himielf with the hopes of hearing fome news from his native land, ordered 
him to be brought in, received bim with great marks of friendlhip, and, being at break- 
fall, made him fit down with him, and began to enter on the pleafing inquiry after his 
friends and relations ; but his guelt taking out one of his loaves, which the gentleman 
knew was baked in Spain, and finding it quite new, ^as l'o loft in aftoniflnnent, that 
he forgot both his breakfaft and relations, infilling (though afraid to hear) that his 
apparent countryman Ihould inform him how it was poffible to make lb long a voj age 
in fo Ihort a time. The other readily fatisfying his defir^, they both agreed that this 
mull have been an action of that enemy to mankind, who had brought the poor Spa- 
niard thither to enrich himfelf from the treafures concealed in the bowels of the hill on 
which he had laid him ; and, ever fince, it has been called Supay-urco, or the Devil’s 
Hill. This ftory is well known throughout all the jurifdiction of Cuenca, even the 
children are acquainted with it ; and lather Manuel Rodriguez, in his “ Iiilloria del 
Maranon, y Amazonas, lib. ii. cap. 4.” mentions it. From all which, it may be in- 
ferred, that it is, in reajity, of as ancient a date as the inhabitants of Cuenca pretend ; 
that it has defeended through a long feries of time without alteration j and from this 
ftory, though deftitute of proof, the notion that this hill contains an inexhauftible 
treafure had its rife. * 

IX. The laft jurifdi&ion of the province ( of Quito, on this fide, is that of Loja, the 
capital of which is called by the faipe name, and was founded in the year 1 546, by 
Captain Alonfo de Mercadillo. It refcmbles, in extent, form, and buildings, the city 
of Cuenca ; but the temperature of the air is confiderably hotter. In its diftrifl are 
the following fourteen villages : 

I. Saraguro and Ona. IV. Yuluc. 

II. San Juan del Valle. V. Guachanana. 

III. Zaruma. VI. Gonzanama. 


VU. Carimftaog?* 




Loja, befides two churches, has feveral convents, a nunnery, a college of Jefuits, 
and an hofpital. 

In the territory of this jurifdidtion*is produced that famous fpecific for intermitting 
fevers, known by the name of Cafcarilla de Loja, or Quinquina. Of this fpecific 
there are different kinds, one of which is more efficacious than the others. M. de 
Jufficu, whom I have already had occafion to mention more than once, being fent to 
mak ' botanical obfervations, and take cate of the health of the academicians, took the 
trot of making a journey to Loja, purely to examine the tree which produces it ; 
and o lull defeription, which he drew up for the latisfa&ion of botanifts and other 
curio, p , Ions, enters, with his known Ikill and accuracy, into a very minute diliindion 
of th" >1 Ipccies, and enumerates the fmallefl circumftances. At the fame time, 
he was pic. f : to inform the corregidor of the differences, and to inflruCf the Indians 
employed m (tilling it to diftinguifh each fpccies, that the belt fort only might be fent 
unmixed to Europe. Nor was this all ; he farther inflructed them how to make an 
extract of it, ...id prevailed on the inhabitants of that territory to ufe it, where its vir- 
tues had till that time been neglefted, though intermitting fevers are there as common 
as in any other part Before he undeceived them, the natives imagined that it was 
exported to Europe only at an ingredient in dyeing ; and, though they were not entirely 
ignorant of its virtues, they made no ufe of it, little imagining that a Ample of fo hot 
a nature could be good for the n. But this ingenious phyfician convinced them of their 
miftake by mary happy edicts ; fo that, now, it is generally ufed in all kinds of fevers : 
and perfons of undoubted vet.icitv, who have fince vifited Loja, have given me very 
plcafing accounts of its falutarv efiefts. 

The tree which produces the calcarilla is not of the largefl fize, its ulual height be- 
ing about two toifes and a half, and the body and bunches of a proportionate thick- 
neis. In this, however, there is fome difference, and in that confifts the goodnefs of 
the cafcarilla, the largelt branches not yielding the belt. There is alfo a difference both, 
in the blofiom and feed. The Indians, in order to take off the cafcaiilla or cortex, cut 
down the tree ; after which, they bark it, and dry the quinquina. There are here 
large and thick forefts of this tree; but notwithilanding this, there is a very fenfible 
diminution of them, occafioned by the Indians not fowing the feed ; tliofe which grow 
fpontaneoufly not being by any means equal to thofe which have been cut down. 

In the jurifdiftion of Cuenca have alfo been difeovered many woody parts, in which 
this valuable tree is found : and when I was ir that country, a prieft at Cuenca procured 
a latge quantity of cafcarilla, and fent it to Panama, the only place from whence it is 
exported. This inftance, together with his allurances that it was of rhe fame kind with 
that of Loja, induced feveral of the inhabitants of Cuenca to attempt the difeovery, 
and were loon convinced thft the jurifdidion contained large forefts of this tree, which 
had been negledted by them, whilft their neighbours reaped no imall advantages from 
it. 

The jurifdittion of Loja has alfo a vei'y great advantage from breeding the cochineal, 
gpd which intelligent perfons reckon of equal goodnefs with that of Oaxaca in New 
; but the inhabitants are fo far from applying themfelves to the breeding of that 
inM&ii fufficient to fupply the demands of a particular trade, that they breed no more 

12 than 
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data what they imagine wiljlfe fofficfentTor the dyers' iftfUat itt^hboufiog jo. 

rif^dioa of Cuenca. * To this elegant and lading colour it U ptf&ahfjr twktgYhat fche 
bays of Cuenca, and the carpets of Loja, are preferred to all others : though 'the 
beauty of the colours may in fome meafure proceed from the fhperpr (kill bfrfte work- 
men of Loja and Cuenca, over thole of Quito and other parts of the province where 
the fame goods are manufactured. The cochineal is alfo bred in the department of 
Hambato, though without any conftant gatherings of that infeCt. It is not, however, 
to be doubted, but that a more careful attention would enfure them the lame fuccefs in 
great as in fmall quantifies. 

Having mentioned this infeCt, fo highly valued in every part of the world for the 
incomparable beauty of its red, which it equally communicates to wool, filk, linen, 
and cotton, it may be expefted that I Ihould give fome farther account of it ; and as 
I Ihould be forry to difappoint any rational curiofity of my readers, and at ihe fame 
time to infert any thing that is not itrictly true, I was unwilling to rely wholly on my 
own experience; together with the accounts 1 procured at Loja and Hambato, es- 
pecially as Oaxaca is the pi incipal place where this infeft is produced, I made it my 
bufinefs to confult perlbns well acquainted witli the fubjeCl, and received the following 
account, in which they all unanimoufly agreed. 

The cochineal is bred on a plant known in Oaxaca, and all thofe part; where it 
abounds, by the name of Nofpal *, or Nopalleca, the Indian fig-treo, whi< h, except 
in the difference of the foliage, refemblcs the tunos, fo common in the kingdom of 
Andalufia. The leaf of the tuna being broad, flat, and prickly ; and that of the 
nopal, oblong, with feveral eminences ; and inftead of fpines, has a fine fmooth mem- 
brane, of a fine permanent and lively green. 

The method of planting the nopal is by making rows of holes, about half a yard 
deep, and about two yaids diftant from one another. In each of thele ho!e<- is pi ccd 
one or two leaves of the nopal, in a flat pofition, and then covered «i<h en'li. J'his 
leaf foon after (hoots up into a Angle Item, which during its growth divides into (. ver.il 
branches, and thefe fucceflively produce frefli leaves, the largeft being neirtft to the 
ftem, which is full of knots, as are alfo the branches, and from thefe the leaves bam 
their origin. The ufual height of this plant is about three yards, which it i'clduin ex- 
ceeds. The feafon when the nopal difplays all its beauty and vigour is, itke that ot 
other plants, from the fpring to the autumn, which at Oaxaca, and other parts ol 
North America, is at the fame time as in Spain. Its blofl'om is fmall, of a bright red, 
and in the fhape of a bud, from the centre of which proceeds the tuna, a name given 
to its fruit; and as this increafes, the blofl'om fades, till at length it falls. When the 
tuna, or fig, is ripe, the outward fkin becomes white ; but the pulp is fo fully im- 
pregnated with a deep red, that it tinges of a blood colour the urine of thofe who eat 
it ; a circumftance of no fmall uneafinefs to thofe who are unacquainted with this par- 
ticular. Few fruits, however, 'are either more wholefome or pleafant. 

The ground where the nopal is intended to be planted mull be carefully cleanfed 
from all kinds of weeds, as they drain the (oil of thofe juices which the nopal re- 
quires. Alfo after the cochineal is taken from the plant, which is never done till the 
infe&s are arrived at pcrfe&ion, all the fuperfluous leaves are plucked off, that they 
may be fucceeded by others the following year. For it muft be obferved, that the 


* This phot is called by botanifts, Opuntia maxima, folio oblong o rot tin Jo major e, fpinulis obtufs molJblli 
et innoeentilu: objito, Jlore jlriit rubrh variegaio. Sloanc's Catalogue. " 
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cochineal which aft brad op young plants thrive much better, and are of a finer' 
quality*/ than thofe produced on fuch as have Hood forne years. 

Thejbotsfcineal was formerly 1 imagined to be a fruit or feed of fome particular plant ; 
an error which probably arofe from an ignorance of the manner in which it is propa- 
gated} but, at prefect, every one is convinced of its being an infeft, agreeably to its 
name, fignifying a wQod-Joufe, which generally breeds in damp places, cfpecially in 
gardens. Thefe infefts, by rolling themfelves up, form a little ball, fomething lefs 
than a pea, and in fome places are .known by the name of Baquilas de San Anton, 
i. e. St. Anthony’s little cows : and fuch is the figure of the cochineal, except that it 
has not the faculty of rolling itfelf up ; and its magnitude, when at its full growth, 
does not exceed that of a tick, common in dogs and other animals. 

Thefe inleds breed and are nourished on the nopals, where their eggs are placed 
among the leaves ; the juice of the plant, which is their foie nourilhment, becomes 
converted into their fubltance ; when, inltead of being thin and* waterifh, and, to all 
outward appearance, of little or no ufc, it is rendered a moll beautiful crimfon colour. 
The plant is in May or June in its molt vigorous date, and at this favourable feafon 
the eggs are depofited ; and in the Ihort fpace of two months, from an animalcule, the 
infect gt ws up to the fize above-mentioned : but its infant date is expofed to a variety 
of dangers ; the violent bldlts of the north wind fweep away the eggs from the foliage 
of the plant: and, u hat is equally fatal to their tender conditutions, dtowers, fogs, 
and froth-, often attack them and dettroy the leaves, leaving the careful cultivator this 
only reiour’ee, namely, that of making fires at certain diffanccs, and filling the air 
with fmoke, which frequently preferve them from the fatal effects of the inclemency 
of the weather. 

The breeding of cochineal is alfo greatly obdrueffed by birds of different kinds, 
which are very hand of thefe infects p and the fame danger is to be apprehended from 
the worms, &c. which are found among the plantations of nopals : fo that, unlefs con- 
dant care be taken to fright the birds away from the plantation, and to clear the 
ground of thole various kinds of vermin which multiply fo fad in it, the owner will 
be greatly difappointed in his expectations. 

When the infeCts are at. their full growth, they arc gathered and put into pots of 
earthen ware ; but great attention is requifitc* to prevent them from getting out, as in 
that cafe great numbers of them would be led : though there is no danger of it, where 
they are at liberty on the nopal leaves, thofe being their natural habitation, and where 
they enjoy a plenty of delicious food ; for though they often remove from one leaf to 
another, they never quit the plant ; nor is it uncommon to fee the leaves entirely 
covered with them, efpecially when they are arrived at maturity . When they have 
been confined foihe time in thefe pots, they are killed and put into bags. The 
Indians have three diffenent methods of kilh'ng thefe infeeds ; one by hot water, 
another by fire, and a third by the rays of the fun; and to thefe are owing the 
feveral gradations of the colour, which in fome is dark, and in others bright ; but 
all require a certain degree of heat. Thole, therefore, who ufe hot water are very 
careful to give it the requifite heat, and that the quantity of water be proportioned to 
thenumber of infers. The method of killing them by fire, is to put them on {hovels 
into sm oven, moderately heated for that intention; the fine quality of the cochineal 
depending on its not being over-dried at the time of killing the infeds : and it muff be 
omed, that among the Teveral ways made ufe of to deftroy this valuable creature, 

of the rays of the fun feems to bid faireft for performing it in the moft perfeft 

matmor. 
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" ' ... ; 

' Befides the precaution requlfite in killing the cochineal^ in order to preferve its qua- . 
lity, it is equally when it is in a prqper ftate fbir heipg ireinoved from 

tlifi; leaves of the nopal; - as experience only can ite^h the cultivator this nlceffary 
criterion, no fixed rule can be laid down. . Accordingly, in thefe provinces where the. 
cultivation of thefe infers is chiefly carried on, thofe gathered!! by Indians Of one 
village differ from thofe gathered in another; and even thofe gathered by # one pferfon 
in the fame village are often different from thofe gathered by another ; every individual 
adhering to his own method. 

The cochineal infeft may in fome circumftances be compared to the filk worm, parti- 
cularly in the manner of depofiting its eggs. The infers deftined for this particular are 
taken at a proper time of their growth, and put into a box well clofed, and lined with a 
coarfe cloth, that none of them be loft. In this confinement they lay their eggs and die. 
The box is kept clofe fhut till the time of placing the eggs on the nopal, when, if any 
motion is perceived, it is a fufficient indication that the animalcule has life, though the 
egg is fo minute as hardly to be perceived ; and this is the feed placed on the foliage 
of the nopal, and the quantity contained in the fhell of a hen’s egg is fufficient for cover- 
ing a whole plant. It is remarkable that this infeCt does not, or at leaft in any vifible 
manner, injure the plant ; but extracts its nourifhment from the molt fucculent juice, 
which it fucks by means of its probofcis through the fine teguments of the leaves. 

The principal countries where the cochineal infeCts are bred, are Oaxaca, Flafcala, 
Ceulula, Nueva Gallicia, and Chiapa in the kingdom of New Spain ; and Hambato, 
Loia, and Tucuman in Peru. And though the nopal thrives equally in aK, yet it is 
only in Oaxaca that they are gathered in large quantities, and form a branch of com- 
merce, the cultivation of thefe little creatures being there the chief employment of the 
Indians ; whereas in others, where the inhabitants take but little trouble in their culti- 
vation, they breed wild, and thofe gathered in„them are accordingly called Grana 
Sylveftria *. Not that either the infeCts or nopals are of different fpecies ; for with 
regard to the difadvantageous difference between the colour of the wild cochineal and 
that of Oaxaca, it does not proceed from a difference of fpecies, but for want of a 
proper care in its improvement ; and were the culture every alike, this difference would 
no longer fubfift. • But the Indians neglect it, either becaufe no commerce of that 
kind has been opened among them ; or from an averfion to the trouble and attention 
requifite to bring thofe infects to perfection ; or, laftly, from the apprehenfion that the 
fruits of all their time and care may be deftroyed by one of the above-mentioned accidents. 

The temperature bell adapted to the production of this infeCt cannot be precifely 
determined, there being in Oaxaca, as well as in the province of Quito, parts of very 
different temperatures, fome hot, fome temperate, and others cold ; yet all breed the 
cochineal. It is, however, very probable, that the molt proper climate is the temperate 
and dry ; becaufe in thefe the nopal thrives the beft. And agreeably to this obferva- 
tion it is remarked, that Hambato and Loja are the countries in the province of Quito 
where they moft abound ; though they are alfo feen in other parts, where both the 
heat and cold are greater. 

Here I cannot help obferving, that Andalufia in Spain appears to me extremely well 
fituated for breeding cochineal, both from the’natureof the climate, and the plantation of 
fig trees, which there attain fo great perfection. Here alfo neither frofts, fogs, or fnows, 
are to be apprehended, particularly in fpringf and the happy medium between cold 
and heat is, as I have before obferved, that which this creature is particularly fond ofi 

* This wild cochineal is generally known in England by the name of cochineal meftiqite. 
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The inhabitants of Loja, who are known all over this province by the name of 
Lojahos,do not exceed ten thoufand fouls, though formerly, when thecity was in 
its greateft profperity, they were much more numerous. Their character is much 
better than that of, the inhabitants of Cuenca ; and befidcs their affinity in cuftoms and 
tempers to the other villages, they cannot be branded with the character of being 
flothful. ’ In this jurifdi&ion, fuch numerous droves of horned cattle and mules are 
bred, that it fupplies the others of this province, and that of Piura in Valles. The 
carpets alfo manufa&ured here are of fuch remarkable finenefs, that they find a ready 
fale wherever they are fent. 

The corregidor of Loja is alfo governor of Yaguarfongo, and principal alcalde of 
the mines of Zaruma ; and, as fuch, a chair of ftate is placed for him at all public 
folemnities of the church, where he is prefent ; a diftinguiffiing honour allowed only 
to the prefidents or governors of thofe provinces. The poll of governor of Yaguar- 
fongo is at prefent a mere title without any jurifdicUon ; part of the villages which 
formed it being loft by the revolt of the Indians, and the others added to the govern- 
ment of Jaen ; fo that the corregidor of Loja enjoys only thofe honours intended to 
continue the remembrance of that government. 

The town of Zeruma, in the jurifdi&ion of which are thofe mines of gold I ffiall 
mention in another part, has prefented the corregidor of Loja with the title of its alcalde 
major. It was one of the firft towns founded in this province, and at the fame time 
one of the moft opulent ; but is at prefent in a mean condition, owing chiefly to the 
decay of its mines, on which account moft of the Spanilh families have retired, fome 
to Cuenca, and others to Loja; fo'that at prefent its inhabitants are faid not to exceed 
fix thoufand. The declenfion of thefe mines, which is not fo much to be imputed to 
a fcarcity of metal, as to the negligence of thofe concerned in working them, has been 
difadvantageous to the whole department of Loja ; and confequently diminilhed the 
number of its inhabitants. 

Having thus defcribed thofe nine jurifdiftions which form the moft wealthy part of 
the province of Quito, I fliall, in the following chapters, treat of the governments. 


CHAP. III. — Account of the Governments of Popayan and Atacama , belonging to the 

Province of Quito. 

WE have already given a juft account of every thing worthy notice in the jurifdic- 
tions within the audience of Quito. To render the narrative complete, it is neceffary 
that wo now proceed to the governments within the limits of .that audience, as they 
jointly form the vaft country of the province of Quito. And though they generally 
give the name of province to every government, and even to the departments into which 
both are fubdivided, we fhall not here follow this vulgar acceptation, it being in reality 
founded only on the difference of the notions of Indians who formerly inhabited this 
country, every one being governed by its curaca, or defpotic ereign. Thefe nations 
the Yncas fubdued, and obliged them to receive the laws of their empire; but the 
curacas were confirmed in all thofe hereditary rights of fovereignty compatible w ith the 
fupreme.prerogative. Were we indeed to ufe the name of province in this fenfe, every 
grillage muft be called fo ; for it may be eafily ffiown, that in the time of heathenifin, 
(every village had its particular curaca : and fometimes, as in Valles, in this jurifdic- 
tion of Popayan, in Maynas, and the Maragnon, there was not only a curaca in each 

vol. xxv. 3 q village, 
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village, with all the appendages of government, but the inhabitants fpoke a different 
language? had different laws and cuftoms, and lived totally independent of eachother. 
But thefe villages and ancient provinces being qow comprehended under the jurifdi&ion 
of one fmgle tribunal ; and thofe which before were under a multitude of curacas 
acknowledging one fovereign, and coinpofmg one province, where juftice is adminiflered 
to them in the name of the prince ; and the governments being in juridical affairs de- 
pendent on the audience of Quito, they can only be confidered as parts of its province. 
It is therefore requifite, in order to form a proper idea of this country, that I (hould 
treat of them in the fame circuinflantial manner I have already obferved in deferibing 
the jurifdi&ions. 

1 . 'flic firft government in the province of Quito, and which terminates it on the 
north, is that of Popayan. It is not indeed wholly dependent on it, being divided into 
two jurifdi&ions, of which that on the north and call belong to the audience of Santa 
Fe, or the new kingdom of Granada, Quito having-only thofe parts lying towards the 
fouth and weft ; fo that, without omitting any thing remarkable in the whole govern- 
ment, I Ihall be a little more explicit in my account of the department belonging to 
Quito. 

The conqueft of the whole country now containing the government of Popayan, or 
at lead the greater part of it, was performed by that famous commander Sebaftian de 
Belalcazar, who being governor of the province of Quito, where he had fettled a per- 
fect tranquillity, and finilhed the building of that city, being informed that on the north 
fide of his government lay a country of great extent, and richer than the parts he already 
poffeffed, prompted by that fpirit which had animated the Spaniards to extend their 
reputation by a feries of amazing conquefts in this part of the globe, he fet out on his 
enterprife in 1536, at the head of three hundred Spaniards; and after feveral fharp 
encounters with the Indians of Pafto, who firft oppofed his march, he proceeded in his 
conquefts, and reduced the two principal curacas of that country, Calambas and Popay- 
an (after whom both the country and chief town were called), two brothers equally 
refpe&ed for their power and military talents. This defeat opened him a paffage to fu- 
ture conquefts ; and the neighbouring nations, terrified at the fuccefs of thofe illuftrious 
warriors, fubmitted to the King of Spain. Belalcazar, after thefe exploits, in the pro- 
fecution of his conquefts, had feveral other encounters with Indians, fired with the dif- 
dain of fubmitting to a foreign yoke. Ilis conquefts were, however, at laft fo rapid, 
that at the clofe of the fame year he pitched his camp in the centre of that country, where 
the mildnefs of the climate, the fertility of the foil, and falubrity of the air, confpired to 
induce him to render it the feat of the Spanilh government. Accordingly, in 1537, he 
laid the foundation of the firft city, which ftill retains the name of Popayan ; and whilft 
the place was building, *he, to keep his people in exercife, and prevent the Indians he 
had conquered from forming themlelves into a new army, or carrying on any clandef- 
tine correfpondence with thofe whom his arms had not reached, fent out detachments 
different ways, with orders to march into the neighbouring countries, that they might 
prevent the rifing of fome, and reduce others to obedience. 

Belalcazar had fcarce finilhed his new town, when the officers of thefe corps, on their 
return made fuch a report of the riches and fertility of the country, that he determined 
to view it in perfon, increafe the number of towns, and by that means fecure the polfef- 
fion of it. Accordingly he continued his march to Cali, where he built a town, which 
ftill retains the fame name, though in a different country ; for after it was finilhed in $ 
the country of the Gorrones Indians, captain Miguel Munoz foon after removed it, 00 ' 
sM-rniint of the unhealthinefs of the air. Belalcazar founded alfo another town, called 

Santa 
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SantaFedeAnrioquia ; and;, charmed with the fertility and richnefs of the country, he 
proceeded to people it every where. 

Nor was this all ; for Beialcazar, in order to enhance the glory and importance of 
this country, was very defirous of making a road from Quito to the North Sea, as he 
had, before done to the Pacific Ocean. Among the difcoveries made by his captains 
wh'ilfl: he was employed in fuperintcnding the building of Popayan, one was, that at no 
great diftance from that place were two of the principal fources of the great river Mag- 
dalena; whence he conceived they, might eaiily find a paffage to the North Sea. This 
opinion the general had the pleafure of finding unanimoufly agreed to, which induced 
him to make every difpofition for the fccurity and welfare of his conquefts, being deter- 
mined to return by way of that river to Spain, in order to l’olicit the title of governor of 
the country which he had difcovered, conquered, and peopled. Accordingly the title 
was conferred on him, and in his government were comprehended all the territories then 
confidered as within his conquefts; but in the year 1730 the country of Choco was 
feparated from it, and made a particular government, though the order was not carried 
into execution till the year 1735. This part, belonging to the province of the new 
kingdom of Granada, does not come within our description. 

The city of Popayan, one of the 1110ft ancient in thefe parts, that title having been 
granted it on the fifth of July 1 538, Hands in a large plain, having on the north fide an 
uninterrupted profpect of the country. Its latitude is 2? 2 S' north ; lies about two de- 
grees ealt of the meridian of Quito, on the call fide of a mountain of a middling height 
called M, from the refemblarice it bears to that letter ; and, being covered with a variety 
of trees, affords an entertaining pfofpect ; the welt fide is alfo diverfified with final! 
eminences. 

The city is moderately large, with broad, llraight, level ftreets ; and, though not 
every where paved, are equally convenient, the foot-path near the houfes being paved 
in all parts ; and the middle of the ftreets, being compofcd of a hard fmall gravel, is 
never dirty in rainy weather, nor dully in the great droughts of this climate ; hence 
the middle of the ftreets are more convenient for walking than even the pavement 
itfelf. 

The houfes are built of unburnt bricks, as at Quito, and entirely of the fame con- 
ftruftion : all the houfes of note have a ftofy ; but the others only a ground floor. An 
idea of the largeneis and convenience of the offices and apartments may be formed by 
their outward appearance, as well as the magnificence of the furniture, -which is all 
brought from Europe ; the expenco of which mult be enormoufly great, as, befide the 
long voyage, there is a neceflity for bringing it a prodigious diftance by land carriage, 
and fubjedt to unknown dangers in thefe countries. 

The church was erected into a cathedral in the year 1547, and is the only parochial 
church in the city. Not that its extent is too fmall for maintaining others ; but, having 
originally been the only church, the prebends could never be brought to allow' of its 
being fubdivided, and part of its revenues applied to the fupport or other pariihes. 
Here are alfo convents of Erancifcans, Dominicans, and Auguftines, with a college of 
Jefuits ; all of them having churches. In the latter is alfo a grammar fchool. The 
plan of an univerfity, under the direction of the fame fathei:, is in fuch forwardnels, 
that the charter is already granted. The number of religious belonging to each of thefe 
convents is 'but fmall, fomc of them aihounting to no more th?n fix or eight. It is, 
however;, very different with regard to one of the nunneries, that of the Incarnation, the 
profeftea nuns being between forty and fifty ; but the whole number, nuns, ieculars, 
an$ fervants included, exceeds four hundred. The other nunnery is of the order of 
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Santa Terefa. All thefe convents and their churches are pretty large } and if the lattei* 
do not dazzle the fight with the fplendor of their ornaments, they do. not want any 
which decency requires. Here was formerly a convent of bare-footed Carmelites, built 
on a fpacious plain, near the top of the mountain of M, from whence, on account of the 
lharpnefs of the winds, the fathers fome time after removed to the fodt of the mountain. 
But they were alfo foon dil'gulted with their new fituation ; the dry and falted fifh, 
falads, and fuch like, being the only particulars which this country affords, fuitable to 
the perpetual abftinence or their order ; and accordingly they again retired to their 
original fituation, chufing rather to fiiffer the inclemency of the weather, than be con- 
fined to difagreeable food. This was the cafe of another convent of the fame order 
founded at Latacunga, where there is alfo no frelh iilli of any fort to be had. It mull, 
however, be obferved, that the Terefian convents, who are under the fame vow of 
abftinence, are not difcouraged by thefe inconveniences ; nor is there a fingle inftance 
of any deficiency in the appointed number of nuns. 

From the mountain of M iffues a river, which by running through the city, befides 
other conveniences, carries away all its foil. Two bridges are erected over it, one of 
ftone, and the other of wood. The name of this river is del Molino. Its waters have a 
particular medicinal virtue, which they are thought to derive from the many briars 
through which they flow. In this mountain is alfo a fpring of very charming water ; 
but, not being fufficient to fupply the whole city, it is conveyed to the nunneries, and 
the lioufes of men of rank. A little above a league to the north of Popayan runs the 
river Cauca. It is very large and deep, its current rapid, and fubjeCl to dangerous 
fwellings in the months of June', July, and Auguft ; f the feafon when the horrors of the 
mountains of Cuanacas, where it has its fource, are at their height ; fo that the pafl- 
age of it is extremely dangerous, as many travellers, ralhly expofing themfelves to 
the intenfenefs of its cold, amidlt thick mows and violent winds, have fatally ex- 
perienced. 

The inhabitants of Popayan and Quito differ very fenfibly in their calts ; for, as at 
Quito, and the other towns and villages of its jurifdidtions, the molt numerous clals of 
people is that of the calls which fprung from the intermarriages of Spaniards and In- 
dians, fo at Popayan, Carthagena, and other parts where Negroes abound, the lower 
clafs confifts of calls refulting from the marriages of the Whites and Negroes ; but 
very few Indian calls. This is owing to the great multitude of Negro Haves kept as 
labourers at the plantations in the country, the mines, and to do the fervile offices in 
the city : fo that the number of Indians here are very few, compared with the other 
parts of the province. This government has, however, many large villages of them ; 
and it is only in the capital, and other Spanilh towns, that they are fo greatly out-num- 
bered by the Negroes. 

The inhabitants of Popayan are computed at between twenty and twenty-five thou- 
fand ; and among thefe are many Spanilh families, particularly fixty, known to have 
been originally defeended from very noble families in Spain. It is worth obferving 
here, that, whilft other towns fee their inhabitants conftantly decreafing, Popayan may 
boaft of a daily increafe. This has indeed nothing myfterious in it ; the many gold 
mines worked all over its jurifdi&ion, afford employment to the indigent, and, confe- 
quently, occafion a great refort of people to thele parts. 

Popayan is the conftant refidence of the governor ; whofe office being purely civU» 
it is not requifite, as in many others, that he fhould be acquainted with military affairs. 
Within the jurifdi&ion of his government, all matters, civil, political, and milidly, are 
under his direction. He is alfo the chief magiftrate of the city ; the others are the tyvo 

ordinary 
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ordinary alcaldes, chofen annually* and a proper number of regidores, the conftitution 
* he fame as in other cities. » 

Here is a chamber of finances, into which are paid the feveral branches of the royal 
revenue ; as the tribute of the Indians, the duties on goods, the fifth of the metals, 
and the like. 

Hie ecclefiaftical chapter is compofed of the bifhop, whofe revenue is fettled at fix 
thoufand dollars annually ; the dean, who has five hundred ; the archdeacon, chanter, 
reftor, and treafurer, who' have each four hundred. This fee is a fuffragan of the 
archbifhoprick of Santa Fe de Bogota. 

Popayan, lying within the jurifdicHon of the inquifition of Carthagena, has a com- 
miffary from thence. Here is alfo another of the Croifade ; but the authority of thefe 
two judges extends not beyond the diocefe, which is far lefs than that of the govern- 
ment, a confiderable part of it belonging to the archbifhoprick of Quito. 

The jurifdifUon of the government of Popayan reaches fouthward to the river Mayo, 
and to Ipiales, where it borders on the jurifdi&ion of the town of San Miguel de Ibarra ; 
north-eafl it terminates with the province of Antioquia, the laft of its provinces, and 
contiguous to that of Santa Fe ; and, northward, borders on the government of Car- 
thagena. Its ancient weflern bounds were the South Sea, but it has fince been fo con- 
trailed by the new government of Choco, that the territory of Barbacoas is the only 
part of it which reaches to the fe a ; eaflward it fpreads itfelf to the fources of the river 
Coqueta, which are alfo thought to be thofe of the river Oronoco and Negro : its 
extent is riot precifcly determined : but a probable conjecture may be made, that from 
eaft to weft it is about eighty leagues, and little lefs from north to fouth. This jurif- 
diddion being fo large, and containing many towns and villages, is divided into feveral 
departments, over each of which the principal governor nominates a deputy for the 
adminiflration of juftice, and introduces them to the audience to which they belong, 
where his nomination is confirmed ; a circumftance neceffary to procure them all the 
weight and fecurity in the feveral departments which are conferred on them. Thofe 
which form the government of Popayan are, 

ft Santiago di Cali. 

II. Santa Fe de Antioquia. * 

III. Las Quatro Ciudades. 

IV. Timana. 

V. Guadalajara de Buga. 

VI. S. Sebaftian de la Plata. 

In each of thefe departments, befides the chief town, are feveral others very 
large and well peopled ; and great numbers tf feats and farm-houfes,* where the num- 
ber of people employed gives them the appearance of villages rather than private 
4wellings. 

Of the above-mentioned departments, thofe towards the north and eaft of the city of 
Popayan, as Santa Fe de Antioquia, Las Quatro Ciudades, Timana, and S. Sebaftian 
de la Plata, belong to the audience and province of Santa Fd ; the others lying nearer 
to Quito belong to its province ; and thofe of San Juan de Pafto, and Barbacoas, are 
within its diocefe. ' 

The departments of Cali and Buga, lying betwixt the governments of Popayan and 
Choco, thrive, as bong the channel of the commerce which is carried on continually 
• • betwixt 


VII. Almaguer. 

VIII. Caloto. 

IX. San Juan de Pafto. 
X. El Rapofo. 

XL Barbacoas. 
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betwixt thefe two governments : whereas it is otherwife with that of Almaguer, from 
the fmallnefs «of its jurifdiSion, and the little traffic there./ That of CaJott>,aS its ex- 
tent is confiderable, fo is it rich, and abounds in the products of the earth, the foil 
being fertile, and the country every where interfperfed with farms. That of fel Rapofo 
is on the fame happy footing as the two firll. That of Pafto is cdfo large, But lefs 
wealthy. Barbacoas is very fmall ; and in fuch a general want of proviiions, that, ex- 
cept a few roots and grains peculiar to hot and moift climates, it is fupplied with’every 
thing from other provinces. 

The temperature of this government is entirely tine fame as that already fpokcn of in 
the other parts of the province of Quito ; that is, it varies according to the lituation of 
places ; fome being more cold than hot, others the reverie ; and fome, throughout the 
whole year, enjoy a continual fpring, as particularly Popayan the capital. The like 
may be faid of the foil, which exuberantly produces the grains and fruits proper to its 
fituation : and the farms breed great numbers of horned cattle and iheep, lor the con- 
lumption of the towns and country people : and in the territory of Palto graziery is a 
very profitable article, large herds and Hocks being driven to Quito, where they always 
find a good market. The jurifuiction of Popayan is more iubject to tempells of thun- 
der and lightning, and earthquakes, than even Quito ; though in the latter, as we have 
obferved, they are fo very frequent. No longer ago than 1735, at one in the after- 
noon on the fecond of February, the greatell part of the town was ruined by one. 
This remarkable frequency of tempells and earthquakes, in the country of Popayan, 
may be conjectured to proceed from the great number of mines, in which it exceeds all 
the others within the province of Quito. 

But of all the parts in this jurifdiclion Caloto is accounted to be the mod fubjett to 
tempells of thunder and lightning ; this has brought into vogue Caloto bells, which 
not a few perfons ufe, being firmly perluaded that they lave a fpecial virtue againft 
lightning.* And, indeed, lo many dories are told on this head, that one is at a lofs 
what to believe. Without giving credit to, or abfolutely rejecting all that is reported, 
leaving every one to the free decifion of his own judgment, I lhall only relate the moll 
received opinion here. The town of Caloto, the territory of which contains a great 
number of Indians, of a nation called Paezes", was formerly very lafge, but thole In- 
dians fuddenly alfaulting it, foon forced their way in, let lire to the hotofes, and mafia- 
cred the inhabitants : among the ll^in was the pried of the parilh, who was particularly 
the objedt of their rage, as preaching the Golpel, with which they were fenlible their 
favage manner of living did not agree, expofing the folly and wickednefs of their 
idolatry, and laying before them the turpitude of their vices. Even the bell of the 
church could not efcape their rancour, as by its found it reminded them of their duty 
to come and receive divine indru&ion. After many fruitlefs endeavours to break it, 
they thought they*ould do nothing better than to bury it under ground, that, by tffe 
fight of it, they might never be put in mind of the precepts of the Gofpel, which 
tended to abridge them of their liberty. On the news of their revolt, the Spaniards 
in the neighbourhood of Caloto armed ; and, having taken a fmart revenge of the in- 
furgents in a battle, they rebuilt the town, and having taken up the bell, they placed 
it in the fteeple of the new church ; fince which, the inhabitants, to their great joy 
and allonilhment, obferved, that, when a tempell appeared brooding in the air, the 
tolling of the bell difperfed it ; and if the weather did not every where grow clear and 
fair, at leaft the tempell difeharged itfelf in fome other part. 1’he news of thiS miracle 
fpreading every where, great folicitations were made for procuring pieces of it to make 
clappers for little bells, in order to enjoy the benefit of its virtue, which, in a country 

where 
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where tempefts arc both fo dreadful and frequent, muft be of the higheft advantage. 
And to this Ceioto owes its reputation for bells. 

In the valleys of Neyba, and others within the jurifdiftion of Popayan, is a very re- 
markable infeft, particularly famous for the power of the fmall quantity of venom in it. 
This infeft, which is fhaped like a fpider, is much lefs than a bug. Its common name 
iscOya, but others call it coyba ; its colour is of a fiery red, and, like fpiders, it is ge- 
nerally found in the corners of walls, and among the herbage. Its venom is of fuch a 
malignity, that, on fqueezing the infeft, if any happen to fall on the Ikin of either man 
or beaft, it immediately penetrates* into the flefh, and caufes large tumours, which are 
foon fucceeded by death. The only* remedy hitherto known is, on the firft appearance 
of a fwelling, to finge the party all over the body with the flame of ftraw, or long grafs, 
growing in thofe plains. In order to this, the Indians of that country lay hold of the 
patient, fome by the feet, and others by the hands, and with great dexterity perform the 
operation, after which the perfon is reckoned to be out of danger. But it is to be ob- 
ferved, that though this inleft be fo very noxious, yet fqueezing it between the palms 
of the hands is attended with no bad confequence ; from whence the plain inference is, 
that the callus, ufual on the hands of moft people, prevents the venom from reaching the 
blood. Accordingly the Indian muleteers, to pleafe the curiofity of the paflengers, 
fqueezc them betwixt the palms of their hands, though unqueftionably, Ihould a perfon 
of a delicate hand make a trial, the elFefts would be the fame as on any other part of 
the body*.. 

Nature is equally admirable in her works, and in her care of them. Man is endued 
with difcerntnent, knowledge, and obfervation, that he may avoid whatever is hurtful 
to his being ; and the irrational fpecies receive the like notices from inftinft, and are 
not lefs obfervant than man. The people \yho travel along thefe valleys, where they 
are lo much in danger of thefe coyas, according to the warning before given them by 
the Indians who attend them, though they feel fomething flinging them or crawling on 
their neck or face, are careful not to fcratch the part, nor even fo much as lift up their 
hands to it, the coya being of fuch a delicate texture that it would immediately burft ; 
and as there is no danger whilft they do not ejeft the humour in them, the perfon ac- 
quaints fome one of the company with what he feels, and points to the place ; if it be a 
coya, the other Blows it away. The bealts,’ who are not capable of fuch warning, are 
yet by inftinft taught a precaution againft the danger, which may rcfult from thefe infefts 
tn the paftures ; for before they offer to touch the herbage, they blow on it with all 
their force in order to difperfe any of thofe pernicious vermin ; and when their fmell 
acquaints them that they are near a neft of coyas, they immediately leap back and run 
to fome other part. Thus they fecure themfelves from the venom of thefe infefts, 
though fometimes a mule, after all its blowing, has been known to take in fome with 
its pafture, on which, after fwelling to a frightful degree, they have expired on the 
fpot. 

Among the plants of the country of Popayan, in the jurifdiftion of Timana, grows the 
cuca or coca, an herb fo efteemed by the Indians in fome provinces of Peru, that they would 
part with any kind of provifions, the moft valuable metals, gems, or any thing elfe, rather 
than want it. It grows on a weak ftevn, which for fupport twifts itfelt round another ftronger 
vegetable, like the vine. Its leaf is about an inch and a half, or two inches in length, and ex- 
tremelyfmooth j the ufe the Indians make o'f it is for chewing, mixing it with a kind of chalk 

The Brazilians. fay, oil and fait is a certain cure for the poifon of the coyba. A. 
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or whitifh earth called mambi. They put into their mouth a few cuca leaves, and a 
fuhable portion cf inimbl, and, chewing thefe together^ at firftfpit out theialiva which 
that manducation caufes, but afterwards fwallow it j and thus move it from one fide of 
the mouth to the other, till its fubftance be quite drained 5 then it is thrown away, but 
immediately replaced by frefh leaves. This herb is fo nutritive artd invigorating, that 
they labour whole days without any thing elfe, and on the want of it they find a decay 
in their ftrength : they alfo add, that it pt^Terves the teeth found, and fortifies the 
ftomach. 

In the fouthern provinces of Peru great quantities of it are produced, being cultivated 
by the Indians ; but that growing wild in the neighbourhood of Cufco is accounted the 
beft of any. It makes no fmall article in trade, particularly vaft quantities of it are car- 
ried to the mine towns, that the owners of the mines may have wherewithal to fumiih 
the Indians, who otherwife could not be brought to work, or would not have ftrength 
to go through it. » 

This coca is exaftly the fame with the betel of the Eaft Indies. The plant, the leaf, 
the manner of ufing it, its qualities, are all the fame : and the eaftern nations are no lefs 
fond of their betel than the Indians of Peru and Popayan are of their coca ; but in the 
other parts of the province of Quito, as it is not produced, fo neither is it ufed. 

In Pafto, one of the moft fouthern diftridls of Popayan, are certain trees which yield • 
a refin called mopa-mopa ; and of this is made a varnifli, which, befides its exquifite 
beauty, will bear boiling water, and even acids. The method of applying it is, to dif- 
folve l'ome of the refin in one’s mouth, and then wet the pencil with it ; afterwards it is 
dipped in the colour which is to be laid on, and when dried has all the luftre of the 
Chinefe laque, but with this fuperior quality, that it never wears off, nor becomes moift, 
though rubbed with fpittle. The cabinets, tables, &c. made by the Indians of this coun- 
try, and thus varnifhed, are carried to Quito, where they are highly valued. 

Popayan is one of the beft trading countries within the province of Quito, as all the vaft 
variety of Spanilh goods from Carthagena are configned thither and forwarded to Quito ; 
and great numbers of traders go their rounds through the feveral jurifdi&ions, to the 
great conveniency of the towns and villages, which thus fupply themlelves. Befides this 
franfitory commerce, it has another reciprocal with Quito, to which it exports horned 
cattle and mules, and receives in return clbths and bays. Its a&ive commerce confilts 
in dried beef, falted pork, roll-tobacco, hogs’-lard, rum, cotton, pita, ribbons, and 
other fmall wares, which are brought to Choco, and there exchanged for gold ; fugar 
and fnuff are imported from Santa Fe and fent to Quito ; and the returns to Santa Fe 
are home-made cloths and bays. Here is alfo another traffic, which confifts in barter- 
ing filver for gold ; for, there being an abundance of the latter, and a fcarcity of the 
former, filver is brought to exchange for gold, of which great profit is made by con- 
verting it into doubloons : the like is alfo pradifed at Choco and Basbacoas, which are 
in the fame cafe as to metals. 

Popayan 'being the centre of all thefe feveral kinds of commerce, the moft wealthy 
,perfons of the whole jurifdidion are here, and five or fix of its inhabitants affe reckoned 
to be matters of above 100,000 dollars ; twenty to be worth betwixt 40 and 80,000, 
befides many of fmaller, yet handfomc, fortunes: and this exclufive of their farms 
and mines, with which this country abounds. The former are the fame with thofeT 
ha,ve had occafion to mention in the other parts* of this province, according to the quality 
of the temperature. * : 

Weft of the weftern Cordillera of the Andes, is the government nf AtM 3 m e»,which 
on this quarter ^orders on the jurifdi&ions of the corriegmientos of Quito ^ town 
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, iF .„rr^«» i«wUk?^ni on the department of Barbacoas in the govern- 
■x^erei'%oonflary is the South Sea ; and Southward it joins the 
tar^tofy $$ &4aya$dt ;\Tha* it reaches along the coaft from the ifland oflTkmaco, 
, ajtdthe]^>ufc 0 f ’wmal ? which lie in one degree and a half north latitude, to the hay of 
.Cgjpj^s, and the mountains of Balfamo, in 34'fouth latitude. 

The country of this jurifdiCtion lay a, long time uncultivated ; and if not wholly, at 
Jeaft the greattfl: part of it, unkno.wn ; for, after its conqueft by Sebaftian de Belalca- 
g*tr, the peopling of it was negleCted, either becaufe the Spaniards were more intent 
in regulating their conquelts than in improving what they had got, or becaufe the 
country did not feem to them fo proper for a fettlement as the fierra or mountainous 
parts ; or perhaps they judged it barren and unhealthy. And though care was taken 
to furnifh Quito with priefts, to preferve its Indian inhabitants in an adherence to thofe 
precioua truths they had embraced ; yet it was with the total negleCI of that improve- 
ment or the country, which was feen in all the other parts where the Spaniards had 
fettled. Thus thefe people, though Chriltians by profeffion, remain in that ruftidty 
and favagenefs natural to men who are out of the way of rational converfation and 
commerce to civilize them ; an Indian only coming now and then from their woods 
with aji, achote, and fruits, to fell at Quito, where they feem ftruck with amazement 
at the fight of fuch a concourfe of people at one place ; it being indeed far beyond 
what could be imagined by fuch as feldom or never came to any diftance from their 
poor cottages, difperfed and fhut up in the woods, and living among the wild beafts. 

Though the country of Atacames lay thus neglected for fome years after the intro- 
duction of the Chriftian religion, and its inhabitants had performed homage to the King 
of Spain ; yet the importance of making fettlements here, and cultivating the ground, 
for facilitating the commerce betwixt the province of Quito and the kingdom of Terra 
Firma, was not unknown, as thereby an end would be put to the inconveniences of 
carrying it on by the way of Guayaquil ; which being a great circuit, the trade fuffered 
in many particulars ; and indeed could not long have fubfifted, without making a fet- 
llement of Spaniards in Atacames ; as thus the way would be much fhorter for the 
commerce betvixt Terra Firma and Quito, which now conveniently fupplies it with 
pfovifions of all Jdnds, and receives European goods in return. 

Purfuant to thefe views, Paul Durango Delgadillo was, in the year 1621, appointed 
governor of Atacames and Rio de las Efmaraldas. He had fome years before entered 
into a contrail., with the Marquis de Montes Claros, for opening a way from the town 
of San Miguel de Ibarra to the river Santiago, one of thofe which traverfed the country 
belonging to the jurifdiCtion of this government ; and likcw'fe to people and cultivate 
it. But failing of fulfilling the agreement, though he was not wanting in endeavours, 

^ government in the year 1626 was taken from him, and conferred on Francifco 
z Menacho, who however had no better filer Ts than he who had been difplaced, 
letter thefe two, came Juan Vincencio Juitiniani in the fame charader ; but he, feeing 
thfe infuperable difficulties according to the methods of his predeceffors, confidently 
offered to make the way by the river Mira, but alfo failed jp the execution $ and Don 
B^fglando de Soto Calderon, who began it in ihe year 1713, ad rather more fanguine 
of fuccefs than the former, alio difeppointed the general expectation $ 
huddle fo much defired communication of the province of Quito and the kingdom 
ferra* Firma remained as it was till the year 1735, when Don Pedro Vincente Mal- 
dnyfeftjsd with the fame powers as his predeceffors, furpafled them in 
"''P ,® rWt^&jdtopen a direCl communication betwixt Quito and the 
amaraldarl anti* having verified his proceeding before the audiences, mild 
vtitkXiv. 3 n obtained 
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of the Indies, 



obtained their 
employment as governcttV* 
report of the fupreme Cot 
governor of that country, which, in 1747, was 
by the commiffion then given to the above gentleman, 

had fo well deferved it. t f , , 

The towns within the government of Atacames are at prefent but fmall And pOor> 
having hitherto lain out of the way of traffic, and the country but little cultivated, 
fjowever, this governor takes fuch meafures for the improvement of it, that already 
theiace of things begins to alter greatly for the better ; and the fertility of the foil wifi 
naturally invite fettlers, and the communication being opened through it betwixt the 
kingdom of Terra Firma and the province of Quito, will caufe a circulation of money. 
In the mean time this government contains twenty towns, five of which are on theiciu 
epaft, and Hand the firft in the following lift : the others are inland places : 


I. Tumaco. 

II. Tola. 

III. San Matheo de hfmcraldas. 

IV. Atacames. 

V. La Canoa. 

VI. Lachas. 

VII. Ca)apas. 

VIII. Inta. 

IX. Gualea. 

X. Nanegal. 


XI. Tambillo. 

XII. Niguas. 

XIII. Cachilla&a. 

XIV. Mindo. 

XV. Yambe. 

XVI. Cocamguas. 
XVII. Canfa Coto. 
XVIII. Santa Domingo. 

XIX. San Miguel. 

XX. Nono. 


The inhabitants of the five towns are Spaniards, Meftizos, Negroes, and Calls, 
which fprung from thefe three fpecies. Thofe of the other fifteen are m general Indians, 
having few Spaniards, Mulattos, or Negroes, among them. With the fpiritual con- 
cerns eleven priefts are invefted, who continually refide in the great towns, and occa- 
fionally vifit the others, where are chapels 0/ eafe. 

The temperature of Atacames is like that of Guayaquil, and accordingly produces 
die fame kinds of vegetables, grains, and fruits, though fotne of them to a much 

g reater perfection ; for, by -lying higher, it is not fubjed to the inundations proceeding 
om the fwelling of rivers : and thus the cacao, in its plantations and forefts, having 
all the moifture that plant delights in,- without being drowned, is much fuperior to the 
other ifl fize, oilinefs, and delicacy of flavour. It likewife produces in great abundance 
vanillas, achote, farfaparilla, and indigo ; alfo a great deal of wax is made here : and 
die forefts are fo thick fet with trees of a furprifing bulk and loftinefs, as to be impene* ' 
trable ; and thefe trees, as in the forefts of Guayaquil, are of an infinite variety j fbme 
Alter for land works, others for naval ufes, and fotne excellent for both. 


CHAP. IV. — Defcripiion of the Governments of Quixos and Macas ; w 
of Jean de Bracamoros , the Dtfcoyery'and Conqueji of if. 4 

T to the government of Popayan, which has been treated f$i| the 
chapter, 'fellow tpofe of Quixos and Macas, on the eaft „ fide' of C$K| 
Andes : it' la divided into two diftrids. Ouixos b enter die north un of the 1“ 
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aadMaor At lying .betwixt them. . As theft 

ifr uafo n $ 8 &* q$$w arcwqftsnca?: *ej$ifa ’ *i«t «aibch : ,ftoul4 he. I Ihall 

mAh ie hidden on thejtu^^oh of. f^payan ; 

IfWdlws m riv^’^Lguarico, and weftward is Separated front J'ilft* jiatif. 
\ ipk£^c the town of San Miguel de Ibarra, by the tioVdHleras 
oflSotopakt and Cayaotburo. The firft difcovery of the country of Quixos is owing to 
(f^dlltl.piaz de Pineda, in the year 1 536, who, among the officers fent from Popayan 
1 ^'Sehapan de Belalcazar, to trace the cdurfe of the river of Magdalena, and take a 
Tqrvey of the country adjacent to that which had been conquered, was appointed ?fo 
make discoveries in thefe parts, which he performed with great care and dil'patch ; arid 
.finding it to abound in gold, and caffia trees, he returned to his commander; and on 
14 $ report, Gonzalo Pizarro, in the year 1539, at that time governor of Quito, marched 
■ tp. it with a defign of reconnoitring its whole extent, and making fettlements. But, 
life expfditioti mifcarrying, the conqueft of this country, though from Pineda's report 
very defirable, was fufpended till the year 1549, when the Marquis de Canete, Viceroy 
ofiPeru, gave a commiffion to Gil Ramirez Davalos, a man of undaunted courage 
when intereft was in view, for reducing the Indians and making fettlements in the 
country ; which he accordingly accomplifhed, and founded the town of Baeza, the 
capital of the government, in the year 1 559 ; and it was foon followed by other 
towns and villages, Hill exifting ; but with very littje improvement beyond their 
•firft ftate. 


The town of Baeza, though the mod ancient of the country, and long the refidence 
bf the governors, has always remained very fmall, which is owing to the building of 
the two cities of Avila and Archidona, ftill fubfifting, and at that time the chief object 
of the attention of the fettlers, Baeza being left as firft built ; and thefe, fo far from 
having increased fuitably to the title of cities, which was given them at their foundation, 
remain on their firft footing. The caufe of the low ftate of the places he :e is the 
nature of the country, which, in air, fertility, and other enjoyments of life, being 
inferior to that of Quito, few fettle here who can live in the other. Baeza is indeed. 


extremely declined, confiding only of eight or nine thatched houfes, with about 
twenty inhabitants of all ages, fo that from the capital it is become annexed to the 
pariih of Papalk&a, in which town refidtfs the prieft, who has beftdes under his cat® 
'another town called Mafpu. This decay was no more than a confequence of the re- 
%oind of the governor, who of late has refided at Archidona. •' ^ 

$ The city of Archidona is a fmall place, lying in one degree and a few minutes fouth 
.of the cquino&ial, and about one degree fifty minutes eaft of the meridian of Quito. 
*yhe houfes are of wood, covered with ft raw, and the whoic aumber of its inhabitants 
M reckoned at betwixt 650 and 700, confiding of Spaniards, Indians, Meftizos, and 
Mulattos ; it has only one prieft, under whofe care are alfo three ether towns, called 
TOjfagualli, Tena, and Napo ; the laft receives it name from the river on the botderi? 
Of, which it Hands; and this fituation proved its ruin on the |oth of November 1744, 
when, by the explofion of the Volcano, or Cotopaxi, of which a more particular ae* 
CdttDt fha.ll be given in another place, this river became % fwelled by the torrents of 
and ice, that it entirely bore doym the towjpt Napo, and the houfes 
along by the' impetuosity of the current. 

' 'of Avila, but very much ' below' that title, ftands on o° 44” ■ S. lat. and 




;tp, It is fo much lefs than the former, that its inhabitants fearep 
A fexes, Its houfes are built of the fame materials. It has alfo a 
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prieft, whofe ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion comfireheiid? fix town®, fome of them in largenefs 
and number of inhabitaxp not inferior to the Thefe are, 

I. La Conception. IV, Motte, 

II. Loreto. V. Cota Pint. 

Ill, San Salvador. VI. Santa Rofa. 

The foregoing towns conftitute the chief part of this government ; hut it alfo includes 
the towns of the million of Sucumbios, the chief of which is San Miguel. At the 
beginning of this century they were ten, but are now reduced to thefe five : 

I. San Diego de los Palmares. 

II. San Erancifco de los Curiquaxes. 

III. San Jofeph de los Abuccees. 

IV. San Chriftoval de los Yaguage*-. 

V. San Pedro de Alcantara de la Cocao, or Narigueu. 

The inhabitants of the two cities, and the villages in the dependencies, and thefe of 
Baeza, are obliged to be conftantly upon their guard againft the infidel Indians, who- 
frequently commit depredations among their houfes and plantations. They compofe 
different and numerous nations; and are fo difperled all over the country, that 
every village is under continual apprihcnfions from thofe which live in its neighbour- 
hood : and when an a (Sion happens between the inhabitants and thofe Indians to the 
advantage of the former, all they get by it is to return quietly to their dwellings wirh 
a few prifoners, no booty being to be had i rom a people who live without any fettlc- 
ment ; and from mere favagenefs make no account of thqfe tilings in which the bulk 
of mankind place their happinefs. Their method in thefe incurfions is, after an 
interval of apparent quiet and fubmiflion, to Ileal up to the Spanifh fettlements at a 
time when they have reafon to conclude that the inhabitants are off their guard ; and 
if their intent be anfwered, they fall to pillaging and plundering ; and, having got 
what is neareft at hand, retire with all fpeed. This perpetual danger may alfo be 
reckoned among the caufes which have hitherto kept the government jn fuch low cir- 
cumflances. 

The temperature of all this country is hot and very inoift. The rains are alrnoft 
continual ; fo that the only difference betwixt it, Guayaquil, and Porto Bello, is, that 
the fummer is not fo long : but the diftempers and inconveniencics of the climate are 
the fame. The country is covered with thick woods ; and in thefe are fome trees of 
a prodigious magnitude. In the fouth and weft part of the jurifdiflion of Quixos is 
the canela or cinnamon-tree, which, as I have before oblerved, being difeovered by 
Gojjzalo Diaz de Pineda, he, from them, called the country Canelos, which name it 
ftill retains. , A great quantity of it is cut for the neceffary confumption, both in the 
province of Quito and in Valles. The quality of this cinnamon does not come up to 
that of the Eaft Indies ; but in every other particular very much refembles it ; the 
fajell, its circumference, and thicknei's, being nearly the fame: the colour is fome- 
thing browner, the great difference lying in the tafte, that of Quixos being more 
pungent, and without the exquifite flavour of that df the Eaft Indies* Thelfeaf is the 
and has all the delicate fmell of the bark ; but the flower and. feed furpWs even 
thole of India ; the former particularly is of an incomparable ‘from the 

2 “ • abtjtftdance 
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abundance of arb.natic parts it contains ; and this favours an opinion, that the trees 
duly cultivated might be made in eVery rdped equal to thofe of the ifland of Ceylon. 

'The otbqp products in the ifland of Quixos are the very fame with thofe in all the 
other lands in the latne climate as this government. The like may be feid of fruits, 
roots, aftd grains, Js wheat, barley, and others, which, requiring a cold air, feldom 
thrive much in any of an oppofite quality. 

The other diftridh of Macas is bounded on the eaft by the government of Maynas ; 
fouthward by that of Bracamoros and Yaguarfongo ; and welt ward, the eaft Cordillera 
of the Andes divides it from the jurifdidion of Rio Bamba and Cuenca. Its chief town 
bears the fplendid title of the city of Mucus, being the common name given to the whole 
country. And this is better known than its proper ancient name of Shvilla del Oro. 
It lies in 2° 30" S. lat., and 40" E. of Quito. Its houfes, which do not exceed one 
hundred and thirty, are built of timber, and thatched. Its inhabitants are reckoned 
at about one thoufand two hundred ; but thefe, and it is the fame all over this dif- 
trid, are generally Meftizos with Spaniards. The other towns belonging to this jurif- 
didion are : 


I. San Miguel de Narbacs. V. Zuna. 

II. Barahonas. VI. Payra. 

III. Yuquipa. VII.. Copueno. 

IV. Juan Lopez. VIII. Aguayos. 

The l'piritual government of them all is lodged in two priefts ;• one of whom refilling 
in the city has the care of the four firft : anil to the latter, who lives at Zuna, belong 
that town and the three others. At the conqueft, and for fome time after, this 
country was very populous, and, in honour of the great riches drawn from its capital, 
was diftinguilhed by the name of Sevilla del Oro ; but at prefent only the memory 
of its former opulence remains. Such an extreme declenfion proceeded from an in- 
furrection of the natives, who, after fwearing allegiance to the King of Spain, took 
arms, and made themfclves mailers of the city of Logrono, and a town called 
Guamboya, both in the fame jurifdiction, and very rich. Thefe devaluations have fo 
difeouraged any 'further fettlement there, that the whole country lies as a wafte ; no 
money goes current in it, and the only way the wretched inhabitants have to provide 
themfelves with ncceflaries is by bartering their home produds. 

The nearnefs of Macas to the Cordillera of the Andes caufes a fenfible difference 
bftwixt its temperature and that of Quixos : for though it be alfo a woody country, 
the diverfity betwixt the two moft diltant feafons of the yea v is manifeft j and as its 
territory is different from that of the jurifdidion of Quito, fo the variety in the periods 
of the feafon is alfo great. Thus winter begins here in April, and lafts till September, 
which is the time of fummer betwixt the Cordilleras : and at Macas the fine feafon is in 
September, and is the more delightful on account of the winds which are ‘then moftly 
northward : and thus charged with the frigorific particles which they ha\c fwept away 
fropj the fnowy mountains 'over which they have palled. r, ’he atmofphere is clear ; 
the flty ftre#e ; the earth clothed in its various beauties ; and’ tue inhabitants, gladdened 
by fucb.pte^fing objeds, rejoice that the horrors of winter are palled, as they are no 
lefs .dreadful and detrimental here than At Guayaquil. 

Iu grafts aqiih’STO^r produds which require a hot and moift temperature, the country 
is very frisitfal j but 1 one of the chief occupations of the country people here, is the 
culture of ‘.tobacco, which, being of an excellent kind, is exported 'in rolls allover 

Peru. 
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of the wild who hiVO’ ; often riavagl^ : '|hiiB 3 ^ them from, 

planting any inore thin what jtfft Suffices for prefent uft ; iftey being hw® in the fame 
unhappy fituation as in Quixos, the villages having -in their neighbourhood bands of 
thofe favage Indians ; and when they imagine them to be for theft off, are often fud« 
denly affaulted by them, fo that they muft be ready at every inftant to take arms, , 

Among the infinite variety of trees which crowd the woods of this country, one of 
the moft remarkable is the ftorax, the gum of which is of a moll exquifite fragrancy ; 
but is rare, the trees growing in places at fome diflance from the villages ; and it is 
dangerous going to them, by reafon of the favage Indians, who lie in wait like wild 
hjeafts. The like may be faid with regard to the min's of Polvos Azules, or Ultra- 
marine, from which, by reafon of that danger, % erv little is brought ; but a finer colour 
cannot be imagined. * ‘ 

The territory belonging to Macas alfo produces cinnanmn-trces, which, as the Reve- 
rend Don Juan Jofeph de Lozay Acuna, pried of '/tins, a ptrlon of eminent learning, 
and perfectly veifed in natural hiltory, told me, i* ol : 'iuperior quality to that of 
Ceylon, here known by the name of Spanifh cinnamon ; and this was confirmed to 
me by many other perfons of judgment. This cinnamon viiiLl) di tiers from that of 
Quixos, which, as the fame perfou informed me, pmeteds from the full expofure of 
the Maca trees to the fun, its' rays not being intercepted In the foliage of any other 
trees near them; and thefc alfo are at a diftnnee irom tin* roots ot other trees, which 
deprive them of part of the nourifhinent necefiary to bring it to p.rlufion. And this 
opinion is confirmed by a cinnamon tree planted either accidentally 01 In defign, near 
the city of Macas, the bark of which, and elpecially the bloflbm, in ito tafle, fragrancy 
md aromatic power, far exceeds that of the Haft Judies. 

Great quantities of copal are brought from Macas, alfo wild wax ; but the latter of 
ittle value, for, befides being reddifh, it never indurates ; and the finell of it, when 
.nade into candles, and thefe lighted, is very ftrong and difagreeabie ; and that of 
Guayaquil and Valles no better. Indeed all the wax in thofe countries cannot come 
into competition wdth thofe of Europe ; though it muft be obferved, that there is no 
fmall difference in the bee, which in this country is much larger, and its colour 
inclinable to black. However, it might b*e made iomething better. If the inhabitants 
were acquainted with the art of cleanfing and working it as in Europe ; and if it could 
not be brought to equal the European, a greater confidence might be given tq it, 
which would be no fmall advantage. il i 

The government, which on the fouth limits the jurifdi&ion, of the audience of Quito, 
and follows next to Macas, is that of Jaen, which was difeovered and fubdued by 
Pgdro de Vargara in the year 1538, whom Hernando Pissarro had appointed to com- 
mand in that expedition. Afterwards Juan de Salinas entered the country, with the 
title of governor of it ; and he having by his courage and courtefy reduced the Indiana, 
ijuad ingratiated himfelf with them, a more formal fcttletnent was made, and feveral 
towns built, which are ftill exifting, though in no better condition than thofe of Macas 
Quixos. Some ftill retain the appellation of city, not that their largenefe, num- 
bgy of inhabitants, or wealth, become the title, but on account of the privileges an- 
nexed to it. ' . * -v 

, the time of the conqueft this government* was known by the names of Iwtalfongo 
ap&Pacamoros, fince corrupted into Yaguarfongo and Bracamoroo $ (fee nanfes of the 

* Probably mountain Hue, an ore of copper. Ultramarine it, from the |apu lalilfh uitrtbN in 
Americas > 
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. gover nment conferred on f Juan de Salinas. And thus they continued to be called for 
many years, till the.*, Indians of both territories in a, fudden revolt deftroyed the prin- 
cipal towns. , ‘Th&fe Which Were fpared, after palling near ah age in wretchednefs and 
barbarifm, happily Recovered themfelves, became united to the city of Jaen, m part 
of a govenunent^wjth the title of Jaen de Bracamoros ; and the title of governor of 
Yaguarfongo, was as before related, kept up by being annexed to the corregidor 
of JLoja. • 

The toWn of Jaen, with the addition of Pacamoros, or Bracamoros, from the 
reunion of the towns of that country to it, was founded in the year 1 549, by Diego 
Palomino. It Hands in the jurifdi&ion of Chaca-Inga, belonging to the province of 
Chuquimayo, and is the- rciidence of the governor. It is fltuaied on the north Ihore 
of the river Chinchipe, at its conflux into the Maranon. It lies in about 5 0 25' fouth 
latitude, and its longirik 'may be conjectured to be very little diftant from the meridian 
of Quito, if not under it. The account given of the mean condition of the cities of 
Macfts and Quixos alfo iuits Jaen. We mult however obferve, that it is much more 
populous, its inhabitants bung, of all ages and fexes, computed at three or four thou- 
land ; though thefe, for the mofl part, are Meflizos, with fome Indians, but very few 
Spaniards. 

Juan de Salinas likewife found in his government of Yaguarfongo three other cities. 
Hill fubfifting, but fmall, mean, and defencelefs, like Jaer\. Their names are Vallado- 
lid, Loyola, and Saniago de las Montagnas : the laft borders on the government of 
Minas, and is only feparated from its capital, the city of Borja, by ''the Pongo de 
Manceriche. In this country of Jaen de Bracamoros are feveral fmall villages : 


I. San Jofeph. 

II. Chitp. 

III. Sander. 

IV. Charape. 

V. Pucara. 


Vi. Chinchipe. 

VII. Chyrinos. 

VIII. Pomaca. 

IX. Tomependa. 

X. Chucunga. 


The inhabitants of which are moftly Indians, with fome Meflizos, but no great 
number of either. • 

Though Jaen Hands on the bank of the river Chinchipe, and lb near the Maranon, 

a the Tatter is not navigable up to it : fo that thofe who are to embark on it, go by 
from Jaen to Chuchunga, a fmall place on another river of that name, and in 
25! 29' latitude, whence they fall down into the Maranon. This town, which may 
be accounted the port for Jaen, lies four days journey from J-w city, which is the me- 
thqd of calculating the diHances here j the difficulties of the road increafing them far 
beyond what they are in reality, that not feldani that which on good ground might be 
travelled in an hour or two, takes up a half and f- metimes a whole day. 

* The climate of Jaen, and the fame may be faid of the whole jurifdi&ion of this 
government, is like that of Quixos, except that the rains are neither fo lafling nor' vio- 
lent j and, like that of Macas, it enjoys fome interval of fummer} when the heats, 
tempers, and all the inconveniences of winter, abate. The * .1 is fruitful in all the 
grains and ffodtt&s agreeable to its temperature. The country is full of wild trees, 
particularly thexapao, the fruit of whichv befides the exuberance of it on all the trees, 
is .equaljrf thaC ctiSt^ated in plantations ; but is of little ufe here for want of con- 
futnpdP^' the carriage of it to diftant parts would be attended with fuch charges 
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as to prejudice its fale. Thus the fruits rot on the trees, or are eaten by monkeys 01 
other creatures. 

At the time of its firft difcovery, and the fucceeding conqueft, this country was in 
great repute for its riches ; and not undeservedly, vaft quantities of gold being brought 
from it. But thefe gains were foon brought to a period! by the revolt of the Indians, 
though in the opinion of many, who look upon tliofe people to be a part of the human 
fpecies no lefs than themfelves, the infurredion was owing to theexceffive rigour of the 
Spaniards** in making them work in the mines under infupportable fatigues. At prefem, 
all the gold colleded here is by Indians walking the fands of the rivers during the time 
of the inundations ; and thus find gold duff, or ftnall grains of gold, with which they pay 
the tributes, and purchafe neceffaries ; and they make fo little account of this metal, 
that though by a proper indultry they might get a confiderable quantity, it is only the 
poore ft Indians that live near the lettlements who practife it ; as foi the independent 
Indians, they give thcmfelves no concern about it. 

The jurifdidion of this government produces in particular vaft quantities of tobacco ; 
the cultivation of it indeed is the chief occupation of all the inhabitants. After ftecp- 
ing the plant in hot mead, or deco&ions of fragrant herbs, in order to improve its 
flavour, and the better to prefcrve its ftrength, it is dried, and tied up in the form of 
a faucifl'on, each of a hundred leaves. Thus it is exported into Peru, all over the 
province of Quito, and the kingdom of Chili, where no other is ufed for fmoking, 
in comets of paper, according to the cuftom of all thefe countries. This great vogue 
it owes to the manner of preparing the leaves, which gives it a particular relifh, and 
a ftrength to its frnoke, that is very agreeable to thofe who are fond of that amufement. 
The country alfo produces a great deal of cotton ; likewife large breeds of mules ; and 
thefe three articles conftitute the advantageous traffic which this government carries on 
with the j rffcfdi&ion of its province and the other parts of Peru. 

In the countries of Jaen de Bracamoros, Quixos, and Macas, are feen great numbers 
of thofe wild animals, a defeription ol which has been given in treating of other coun- 
tries of a like climate. But thefe, befides tigers, are infefted with baftard lions, bears, 
dantas or grand beftias v aii animal of the bignefs of a bullock, and very fwift, its 
colour generally white, and its fkin very much valued for making buff leather ; in the 
middle of its head is a horn bending inward). Thofe three kinds *of wild beafts are 
unknown in the other countries ; and that they art* known here, is owing to the prox- 
imity to the Cordilleras, where*they breed, as in i cold climate adapted to their nature : 
whence they fometimes come doun into the neighbouring countries; but without this 
circumftance of lying fo near the mountains, 4hey would never be feen. Among the 
reptiles in the country is themaca, a lhake which the Indians diftinguifh by the name 
of Curi-Mullinvo, having a filming fpotted Ikin like that of the tiger, Curi in the 
Indian language fignifying gold ; it is wholly covered with feales, and makes a fright- 
ful appearance, its head bang out of all proportion to the body, and has two rows of 
teeth, and fangs like, thofe of a large dog. The wild Indians, as an oftentatious mark 
of their intrepidity, and to give them a more terrible appearance, paint on their targets 
figures ol this luake, the bite of which is incurable ; and wherever it has feized, it 
never lets go hold ; which the Indians would alfo intimate by their device. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. — Government of Mgynas, and of the River Maranon , or that of the 
Amazons y its Dif cover y, Courfe , and that of the Rivers running into it. 

HAVING treated of the governments of Popayan and Jean de Bracamoros, which 
are the northern limits of the province of £)uito ; as alio of Atacames, which is its 
weftern boundary ; I now proceed fo the government of Maynas, the eaftern limit of 
its jurifdidion. 'Phis is particularly entitled to a feparate and fuccin£t defeription, as 
the great river Maranon flows through it. 

The government, of Maynas lies contiguous to thofe of Ouixos and Jean de Braca- 
moros, towards the call. In its territories are the fources of thofe rivers, which, after 
rapidly travelling a vaft extent, form, by their conflux, the famous river of the Ama- 
zons, known all'o by the name of Maranon. The {lucres of this and many rivers which 
pay it the tribute of their waters, environ and pervade the government of Maynas. Its 
limits, both towards the north and fouth, are little known, being extended far among 
the countries of infidel Indians ; fo that all the account which can be expefted is from the 
miflionaries employed in the converfion and fpiritual government of the wild nations 
which inhabit it. Kaftward it joins the poficifions of the Portuguefe, from which it is 
feparated by the famous line of demarcation, the boundary between the Spanifh and 
Portuguefe pofl'effions. 

Were 1 to confine myfelf in general to the extent of the government of Maynas, my 
defeription would be very imperfett, and want the nobleft objeft of the reader’s curio- 
fity, a defeription of the river of the Amazons ; a fubjetl no lefs entertaining than 
unknown ; and the more difficult of obtaining a thorough knowledge of, from its lying 
fo very remote. This defeription I {hall divide into the three following heads, which 
{hall contain its fource, and the principal rivers whereof it is composed ; its courfe 
through the vaft trads of land it waters ; its firft difeoveries, and the fubfequent voyages 
made on it ; in order to give an adequate idea of this prince of rivers ; and at the fame 
time a more circuniftantial account of the government of Maynas. 


1. — Of the Source of the River Maranon, and of the many others which compofc it. 

As, among the great number of roots by which nourifhment is conveyed to a llately 
tree, it is difficult, from the great length of Tome, and the magnitude of others, to 
determine precifely that from which the product is derived ; fo the fame perplexity 
occurs in difeovering the fpring of the river Maranon ; all the provinces of Peru as it 
were emulating each other in fending it fupplies for its increafe, together with many 
torrents which precipitate themfolves from the Cordilleras, and, encreafed by the fnow 
and ice, join to form a kind of iea of that which at firft hardly deftrves the name of 
"a river. 

The fources by which this river is inereafed are fo numerous, that very properly 
every one -which iflues out of the eaftern Cordillera of the Andes, from the govern- 
ment of Popayan, where the river C.aqueta or Yupura has its fource, to the pro- 
vince of Guanuco, within thirty leagues of Lima, may be reckoned among the num- 
ber. For all the ftreams that run eastward from this chain of mountains, widening as 
they advance from the fource by the conflux of others, form thofe mighty rivers, which 
afterwards unite in the Maranon ; and though fome traverfe a larger diftance from their 
fource, yet others, which rife nearer, by receiving in their fhort courfe a greater uura- 
vol. xrr. 3 s ber 
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bcr of brooks, and, confequently, difcharging a quantity of water, may have an equal 
claim to be called the principal fource. But without confidently determining this intri- 
cate point, I fhall firlt confider the fources of thole \yhich run into it from the more 
remote diflances, and next, thofe which precipitate themfelves down feveral cafcades 
formed by the crags of the Andes, and, after being augmented bf others it receives, 
join the Maranon in a more copious dream ; leading it to the reader to determine which 
is the original fource. 

The mod received opinion, concerning the remote!! fource of the river Maranon, is 
that which places it in the jurifdicUon of Tarma, ilfuing from the lake of Lauricocha, 
near the city of Guanuco, in 1 i‘ fouth latitude, whence it directs its courfe l’oiilh almolt 
to 1 2" through the country belonging to this jurilili&ion ; and, forming infenfiblv a circuit, 
flows eaflvvard through the country of Juaxa ; where, after being precipitated from the 
eaft fide of the Cordillera of the Andes, proceeds northward ; and, leaving the jurifdic- 
tions of Mayabamba and Chacha-poyas, it continues its courfe to the city of Lien, the lati- 
tude of which, in the foregoing chapter, has been placed in 5“ 2 1 'There, by a fccond 
circuit, it runs towards the call in a continual dire&ion ; till at length it falls into the 
ocean, where its mouth is of l’uch an enormous breadth, that it reaches from the equi- 
noctial to beyond the firlt degree of north latitude. Its diflancc from Lauricocha lake 
to Jaen, its windings included, is about two hundred leagues ; and this cifv being 30° 
to the weft of its mouth, is fix hundred leagues from it, which, with the feveral cir- 
cuits and windings, may, without excels, be computed at nine hundred inch leagues: 
fo that its whole courfe, from Lauricocha to its influx into the ocean, is at lead one 
thoufand one hundred leagues. 

Yet the branch which illues from Lauricocha is not the only one flowing from their 
parts into the Maranon ; nor is it. the moil, fourhern river which dilchargcs its waters 
into that of the Amazons ; for, fouth of that lake, not far from Afungara, is the Iburce 
of the river which paffes through Ouamanga. Aifo in the jurifdictions of Vilcas and 
Andaguaylas arc two others, which, after running for fome time fiparatelv, unite their 
ftreams, and difeharge themfelves into the river ilfuing from the lake Lauricocha. An- 
other rifes in the province of Chimbi- Vilcas. And, laflly, one (till farther to the fouth, 
is the river Apurirnac, which, directing its courfe to the northward, pafles through the 
country of Cufco, not far from Lima-Tambo ; and after being joined by others, fall? 
into the Maranon about one hundred and twenty leagues call of the junction of the 
latter wdth the river Santiago. But here it is of 1 ‘uch a width and depth, as to leave a 
doubt whether it infatuates itfelf into the Maranon, or the Maranon pays tribute to the 
Ucayale, as it is called in that part ; fince at the conflux its impetuolity forces the 
former to alter the ftraight direction of its courfe, and form a curve. Some will have 
the Ucayale to be the true Maranon, and found their opinion on the remotenefs of its 
fource, and the quantity of its waters, w hich equals at lead, if it does not exceed, that 
of Lauricocha. 

In the fpace intercepted between the junction of the Maranon and the river Santiago, 
are the Pongo de Manzeriche, and the mouth of the river IJcayalc j and about mid- 
way betwixt them the river Guallaga, which has alfo its fource in the Cordilleras, ealt 
of the province of Guamanga, and falls into the Maranon. One of the rivers contri- 
buting to its increafe has its rife in the mountains of Moyo-Bamba ; and on its banks, 
,in the middle of its courfe towards the Gualaga, Hands a linall village called Llamas ; 
which, according to the moll credible accounts, was the place where Pedro’de Orfica 
embarked with his people on his expedition for the difeovery of the Maranon, and the 
conqueft of the adjacent countries. 

Eaftw'ard 
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Eaftward of Ucayale, the Maranon receives the river Yabari, and afterwards four 
others, namely, the Yutay, Yurua, Tefe, and Coari ; all running from the fouth, where 
they have their fource nearly in the fame Cordilleras as that of the Ucayale ; but the 
countries through which the latter pafles being inhabited by wild Indians, and confe- 
quently but little known* to.the Spaniards, its rourfe, till its junction with the Maranon, 
cannot be afcertained : and it is only from vague accounts of fome Indians, that in cer- 
tain months of the year it is navigable. There is indeed a tradition of voyages made 
upon it, and by which it was perceived to run very near the provinces of Peru. 

Beyond the Rio Coari, eaftward, the C'uchibara, alfo called the Purus, joins the 
Maranon *, and after that likewife the Madera, one of the iargeft rivers that unite their 
waters with it. In 1741, the Portilguefe failed up it, till they found themfelves not 
far from Santa Cruz de la Sierra, betwixt 17“ and 18- of fouth latitude. From this 
river downwards, the Maranon is known among the Portuguefe by the name of the 
river of the Amazons : upwards they give it the name of the river of Solimoes. Within 
a fmall diftance follows the river of Topayos, likewife very confulerablc ; and which has 
its fource among the mines of Brazil. After thefe, it is further joined by the rivers 
Zingu, Dos Bocas, Tocantines, and Muju, all i (Tiling from the mines and mountains of 
Brazil ; and on the eaitern fhore of the latter (lands the city of Gran Para. 

Having thus given an account of the mod diflant branches of the (lately river of 
Maranon, and of the principal ones which join it from the fouth, I proceed to thofe, 
the four ccs of which are nearer, i filling from the Cordilleras, and which immediately 
run into ‘the eaflern direction ; and alfo thofe which join it from the north. 

In the mountains and Cordilleras of Loja and Zamora rife feveral little rivers, the 
conflux of which forms that of Santiago ; and from thefe of Cuenca, others which 
unite in the Paute : but this, on its union with the former, loles its name, being ab- 
forbed by the Santiago, ffo called from a city of that name) near which it joins the two 
others from Lauricocha and Apuriinac. The river Morona i lines Irom the lofty deferts 
of Sangay ; and palling very near the city of Macas, runs in a fouth-caft courfe, till it 
lofes itfelf in the principal channel of the Maranon ; which happens at the diftance of 
about twenty leagues ea(l of Borja, the capital of the government of Maynas. 

In the mountains of the jurifditlion of Riobamba, thofe of Latacunga, and the town 
of San Miguel do Ibarra, are the fources of the rivers Paftaza and Tigrc ; and from 
Cotopaxi and its Cordillera iflue the (Trlt branches of the rivers Coca and Napo. Thefe, 
though their fourccs arc at no remarkable diftance, run to a great extent before they 
join ; and retaining the name of Napo, fall into the Maranon, after a courfe of above 
two hundred leagues in a direct line from eaft to welt, with fome, though infenfible, in- 
clinations to the fouth. This is the river which father Chriftopher de Acuna, who will 
be mentioned hereafter, takes for the true Maranon, to which, as exi eding all the reft, 
in largenefs, the others may be faid to add their waters. 

From the mountains of the jurifdidtion of San Miguel de Ibarra, and thofe of Pafto, 
iffues the river Putu-mayo, called alfo lea, which, after ninning fouth-e&ft and eaft 
about three hundred leagues, joins the Maranon much more eaftward than the river 
Napo : laftly, in the jurifdiction of Popayan, the river Caqueta has its origin, which 
becomes divided into two branches j the weftern, called Yupura, d’fembogues itfelf 
into the Maranon like another Nile, through feven or eight mouths, and thefe are at 
fuch a diftance, that the intermediate, fpace betwixt the firft and the laft is not 
iefs than one hundred leagues ; and the other, which runs to the eaftward, is not 
lefs famous under the name of Negro. M. de la Condamine, in the narrative of his 
voyage, confirms the opinion of its being one of the communications betwixt the 
. ’ 3 s 2 Oronoqne 
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Oronoque and Maranon; and corroborates his afifertion, by the authority of* a map 
compofed by father John Ferreira, rector of the college of Jefuits in the city of Gran 
Para ; in which he obferves, that in the year 1744, a flying camp of Portuguefe, polled 
on the banks of the Negro, having embarked on that river, went up it, till they found 
themfelves near the Spanilh millions on the river Oronoque, and meeting with the fu- 
perior of them, returned with him to the flying camp on the river Negro, without 
going a Itep by land ; on which, the author makes this remark, that the river Caqueta, 
(already mentioned, and ib called from a fmall place by which it pafl'es. near its iburce) 
ifluing from Mocoa, a country joining ealhvard to Almaguar in the jurifdiclion of Po- 
payan, after running ealtward with a fmall declenlion towards the fotith, divides itfelf 
into two branches ; one of which declining a little more iouthward, forms the river 
Yupura, and after feparating into leveral arms, runs, as we have noted above, into the 
Maranon, through feven or eight mouths ; and the other, after a courfe ealtward, fub- 
divides itfelf into two branches, one of which, running north-call, joins the Oronoque ; 
and the other, in a fouth-eull direction, is the river Negro. This fubdiviflon in the 
branches of large rivers, and their oppofue courfes, though ibmething extraordinary, 
is not dellitute of probability ; for a river flowing through a country every way level, 
may very naturally divide into two or more branches, in tholl* parts where it meets 
with any inclination, though ahnolt infenfible, in the ground. If this declivity be not 
very great, and the river large and deep, it will eafily become navigable every where, 
with a free pafiage from one arm into the other. And in this manner the marfhes are 
formed in a level country, .as we have particularly remarked in the coaft of Tumbez : 
for the fea-water on the flood running into thefe various mouths, which lometimes are 
twenty leagues dillant or more, a veil'd enters one arm by the favour of the tide ; but 
coming to a place where the foil rifes, the llreatn runs againlt her, being the water 
which the fame flood had impelled through another channel. Thus the ebb caufes the 
waters to feparate at that point ; and each portion of water takes the fame courfe at 
going out as at its entrance ; yet the place where the reparation is made is not left dry. 
But even though the place where the waters of the river Caqueta are feparated Ihould 
not be level, or nearly horizontal, but lie on a confiderable declivity, yet if this fall be 
equal on both fides, one part of the waters may take its courfe to the Oronoque, and 
the other to the Negro, without any othet confcquence than that the great rapidity 
would render them impracticable to navigation ; but this has nothing to do with the 
divifion of the waters, it being no more than forming an ifland either large or fmall. 

From the province of Quito there are three ways to the river Maranon ; but all ex- 
tremely troublefome and fatiguing, from the nature of the climate, and being full of 
rocks, that a great part of the diftance mult be travelled on foot; for being fo little 
frequented, no care has been taken to mend them, whence they are even more danger- 
ous than the others in South America, of which we have given a description. 

The firfl of thefe roads, which is the nearelt to the town of Quito, runs through 
Baza and Archidona ; where you embark on the river Napo. The fecond is by Ilam- 
bato and Papate, at the foot of the mountain of Tunguragua ; and from thence the 
road lies through the country of C.anelos, watered by the river Bobonaza, which joining 
the Paftaza, both difeharge themfelves into the Maranon. The third lies through 
Cuenca, Loja, Valladolid, and Jaen, from whence at the village of Chuchunga, which 
is ajfijyere its port, this river becomes navigable; and here all embark who are either 
going to ^s, or a longer voyage on this river. Of the three, this alone is practi- 
cable to bea^ » kut the tedioufneis of the diftance from Quito renders it the leaft fre- 
quented; miflionaries, who take thefe journeys oftener than any other fet of 
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men, ia order to avoid its circuit, (Old the danger of the pafs of Manzeriche, prefer the 
difficulties and dangers to the others. 

In the long courfe of this river from Chuchunga, are fome parts where the banks, 
contracting themfelves, form ftreights, which, from the rapidity of the waters, are dan- 
gerous to pafs. In others, by a fudden turn of its direction, the waters are violently 
carried againft the rocks ; and in their repercuffion, form dangerous whirlpools, the 
apparent fmoothnefs of which is no lefs dangerous than the rapidity in the ftreights. 
Among thefe, one of the molt dangerous is that betwixt Santiago de las Montanas and 
Borja, called Pongo de Manzeriche ; the firlt word of which fignifies a door or entrance, 
and by the Indians is applied to all narrow places ; the fecond is the name of the ad- 
jacent country. 

The Spaniards who have palled this ftreight make the breadth of it to be no more 
than twenty-five yards, and its length three leagues ; and that, without any other help 
than merely the current of the water, they were carried through it in a quarter of an 
hour. If this be true, they rauft move at the rate of twelve leagues an hour; a molt 
aftonilhing velocity ! But M. de la Condamine, who examined it with particular atten- 
tion, and to w'hoie judgment the greateft deference is due, is of opinion, that the breadth 
of the Pongo, even in its narroweft part, is twenty-five toifes ; and the length of the 
Pongo about two leagues, reckoning from the place where the Ihores begin to approach, 
as far as the city of Borga. Anti this diftance he was carried in lifty-feven minutes. 
He obferves alio, that the wind was contrary ; and confequently his balza did not go fo 
far as the current would otherwife have carried her ; fo that, making allowance for this 
obftrudion, the current may be rtated at two leagues and a half, or at three leagues an 
hour. 

The breadth and depth of this river is anfwerable to its vaft length ; and in the pon- 
gos or ftreights, and other parts where its breadth is contracted, its depth is augmented 
proportionally. And hence many are deceived by the appearance of other rivers which 
join it, their breadth caufing them to be taken for the real Maranon ; but the mind is 
loon convinced of its error, by obferving the little increafe which the Maranon receives 
from the influx of them. This large river, by continuing its courfe without any vifible 
change in its breadth or rapidity, demonllrates that the others, though before the objeffc 
of aftoniftiment, wre not comparable with it.’ In other parts it difplays its whole gran- 
deur ; dividing itfelf into levcral large branches, including a multitude of iflands, parti- 
cularly in the intermediate (pace between the mouth of the Napo and that of the 
Coari, which lies fotnething to the weft ward of the river Negro ; where, dividing itfelf 
into many branches, it forms an infinite number of iflands. Betwixt the miffion of 
Peba, which is at prefent the laft of the Spanilh, and that of San P .blo the firft of the 
Portuguefc, M. de la Condamine, and Don Pedro Maldonado, having meafured the 
breadth of fome of thefe branches, found them nearly equal to nine hundred toifes, that is, 
almoft a fea league. At the influx of the river of Chuchunga, the place where the Mara- 
non becomes navigable, and where M. de la Condamine firft embarked on it, he found 
its breadth to be one hundred and thirty five-toifes : and though this was near its begin- 
ning, the lead did not reach the bottom at twenty-eight toifes, notwithftanding this 
founding was made at a great diftance from the middle of the river. 

The iflands formed by the Maranon eaft of the Napo, terminate at the river Coari, 
where it again reunites its waters, and flows in one ftrearn : but here its breadth is from 
one thoufand to twelve hundred toifes, or near half a league ; and here the fame inge- 
nious gentleman, after taking all poffible precautions againft the current, as he had 
before at the mouth of the river Chuchunga, founded, but found no bottom with one 
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hundred and three fathom of line. The river Negro, at the didance of two leagues 
from its mouth, meafured twelve hundred toifes in breadth, which being nearly equal 
to that of the principal river, and fome of thofe we have named, Ucayale, the Madera, 
and others, were found to be nearly of the fame width. 

About one hundred leagues below the mouth of the river Neg»o, the fflores of the 
Maranon begin to approach each other near the efflux of the river Trumbotas, which 
part is called the Eftrecho de Pauxis, where, as alfo at the polls of Peru, Curupa and 
Macapa, along its banks, and on thefe eaft of the rivers Negro and Popayos, the Portu- 
guefe have forts. At the Eftrecho de Pauxis, where the breadth of the river is near 
nine hundred toifes, the eff’ett of the tides may be perceived ; though the diftance from 
the fea-coafts be not lefs than two hundred leagues. This effect confifts in the waiters, 
which, without any change in the direction of their courfe, dccrcafe in their velocity, 
and gradually fwell over their banks. The flux and reflux are conftant every twelve- 
hours, with the natural differences of time. But M. de la Condamine, with his ufual 
accuracy, as may be feen in the narrative of his own voyage, obferved that the flux and 
reflux perceived in the ocean, on any certain day and hour, is different from that, which 
is felt at the fame day or hour, in the intermediate fpace between the mouth of the river 
and Pauxis, being rather the eftedf of the tides of the preceding days ; proportional to the 
diftance of the place from the river’s mouth ; for as the water of one tide cannot flow 
two hundred leagues within the twelve hours, it follows, that having produced its efl'edl 
to a determiued diftance during the fpace of one clay, and renewing it in the following 
by the impulfe of the fucceeding tides, it moves through that long fpace with the ufual 
alternation in the hours of flood and ebb ; and in fevcral parts tlicl'e hours coincide with 
thofe of the flux and reflux of the ocean. 

After flowing through fitch a vaft extent of country, receiving the tribute of other 
rivers precipitated from the Cordilleras, or gliding in a more gentle courfe front remote 
provinces ; after forming many circuits, cataracts, and ftreights ; dividing itfelf info 
various branches, forming a multitude of iflands of different magnitudes, the Maranon 
at length, front the mouth of the river Xingu, diredts its courfe north-cad and enlarging 
its channel in a prodigious manner, as it were to facilitate its difeharge into the ocean, 
forms in this aftonifhing fpace feveral very large and fertile iflands ; of which the chief 
is that of Joanes or Marayo, formed by a branch of the great river which ieparates from 
it twenty-five leagues below the mouth of the Xingu ; and directing its courfe to the 
Southward, in a direction oppofite to that of the principal dream, opens a communica- 
tion between the Maranon and the river of Dos Bocas, which has before received the 
waters of the Guanapu and Pacayas, and flows into it through a mouth of above two 
leagues in breadth. Thefe are afterwards joined by the river Tocan tines ; the outlet of 
which is ftill broader than the former, and at a ftill greater diftance : the river of Muju, 
on the eaftern fide of which ftands the city of Gran Para, difeharges its waters into the 
fame dream ; and it afterwards receives the river Capi, which waffles the city of the 
fame name. 

The river of Dos Bocas, after joining that of Tagipuru, 'runs eadward, forming an 
arch as far as the river of Tocantines, from which it continues north-eaft like the Mara- 
non, leaving in the middle the ifland of Joanes, which is nearly of a triangular figure, 
except the louth fide about one hundred and fifty leagues in length, and forms the arch 
of a circle. T his ifland divides the Maranon *into the two mouths, by which that river^ 
difembogues itfelf into the fea. The principal of thefe two mouths from Cape Maguari 
in this ifland, and the North Cape, is about forty-five leagues broad ; and that of the 
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channel of Tagipuri, as.likewife of the rivers which have joined it, from the fame Cape 
Maguari to Tigioca point, is twelve leagues. 

This river, which exceeds any one mentioned either in facred or profane hiflory, has 
three names ; and is equally known by them all, each implying its ftupendous majefty, 
and importing its fuperiority to any other in Europe, Africa, or Alia. And this feems 
to have been intended by the Angularity of its having three different names; each of 
them enigmatically comprehending thofc of the inoft famous in the other three parts of 
the world; the Danube in Europe, the Ganges in Afia, and the Nile in Africa. 

The names which exprofs the grandeur of this river are the Maranon, the Amazons, 
and the Orellana. Hut it is not known with certainty that either of them was the origi- 
nal, before its difeovery by the Spaniards, given it by the Indians, though probably it 
•was not without many ; for as various nations inhabited its banks, it was natural for 
every one to call it by a particular name, or at leaft to make ufe of that which had been 
previoufly given it. But either the firft Spaniards who failed on it neglected this enquiry, 
or the former names became confounded with others given it fince that epocha, fo that 
now no veftiges of them remain. 

M he general opinion prefers, in point of antiquity, that of Maranon, though fome 
authors will have it polterior to the two others ; but we conceive they are miftaken, 
both in their affertinn, and in the caul’e of that name. They fuppofe that it was firft 
given to this river by the Spaniards, who failed down it under the conduct of Pedro de 
Orftia. in 1 560 or 1559 ; w hereas it had been known by that name many years before : 
tor Pedro Martyr in his Decades, {peaking of the difeovery of thecoaft of Brazil, in the 
year 150c, by Vincente Yanez Pinzon, relates, among other things, that they came to 
a river called Maranon. This book was printed in the year 1516, long before Gonzalo 
Pizarro undertook the difeovery of the river, and conqueft of the adjacent nations who 
inhabited its banks ; or Franciico de Orellana had failed on it. This demonftrates the 
antiquity of the name of Maranon ; but leaves us under the fame difficulties with regard 
to its date and etymology. Some, following Auguftine de Zarate, attribute the origin 
of this name to a Spunifh commander called Maranan, from whom, as being the firft 
that difplayed the Spanifli enfign on this river, it was thence called after his own name. 
But this opinion is rather fpecious than folid, being founded only on the fimilarity of the 
names, a very exceptionable inference, efpeeially as no mention is made of any fuch 
officer in any hiflory publifhed of thefc difeoveries and conquefts ; whence it feems na- 
tural to conclude, that Zarate, on hearing that the river was called Maranon, inferred 
that the name was taken from fome perfon of eminence who had made an expedition on 
it. For had he known any thing further, he doubtlefs would have enriched his hiflory 
with lotue of the adventures of the difeovery of it ; for if he had not thought them fut- 
licicntly interefting, it is lbmething ftrangc that all the Spanifh hiftorians fliould be in 
the fame way of thinking, and concur to fupprefs the memory of a Spaniard whofe name 
was thought worthy to be given to the moll diftinguifhed river in the world. But what 
carries along with it: a much greater air of probability is, tlu.t Vincente Yanez Pinzon, 
upon his arrival in the rivCr, heard it called by the Indians who inhabited its iflands and 
banks, Maranon, or fome name of a limilar found ; and thence Vincente Yanez con- 
cluded that its name was Maranon. Hence it is undeniable, that the p? Terence in an- 
tiquity belongs to the name of Maranon ; and that this name was not given it by Orl'ua 
or his men, in allufion to fome feuds and confuftons among them, called in Spanifh, 
maranas, or from being bewildered among the great number of iflands, forming enma* 
ranado, or ^n intricate labyrinth of channels, according to the opinion of fome hiftorians. 
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The fecond name is that of the river of the Amazons, which was given it by Francifco 
Orellana, from the troops of wonicn who made part of the body of Indians whooppofed 
his paflagc, and who were not inferior either in courage, or the dexterous ufe of the 
bow, to the men ; fo that, irillead of landing where he intended, he was obliged to keep 
at adiftance from the fhore, and often in the middle of the channel, to be out of their 
reach. However, on his return to Spain, and laying before the miniltry an account of 
his proceedings, and of the female warriors that oppofed him, he was by patent created 
governor of thefe parts, in recompenfe, as it was fcxprefied, for his having fubdued the 
A maz ons ; and ever fincc the river has been called by that name. 

Some have indeed doubted whether the Maranon and the Amazons were the fame 
river ; and many feem to be ftrongly perfuaded, that they were really different. But 
this opinion proceeds only from the river’s not having been completely reconnoitred till 
the dole of the lull century. 

This particular of the Amazons is confirmed by all writers, who have given a fuccinct 
account of the river, and Orellana’s expedition ; and though this proof is abundantly 
fufficient, if not of its reality, at leaff of its probability, it is additionally confirmed by 
the tradition ftill fubfifting among the natives, which we may believe on the authority 
of one of the mod eminent granules the province of Quito ever produced ; 1 mean Don 
Pedro Maldonado, who was a native of the town of Riobamba, but lived at Quito, and 
whofe performances are well-known in the republic of letters. In 1 743, this gentleman 
and M. dc la Condamine agreed to return to Europe in company, by the yvay of the 
river Maranon ; and among their other inquiries towards a complete knowledge of it, 
and the countries through which it flows, they did not forget the famous Amazons ; 
and were informed by fome old Indians, that it was an undoubted truth that there had 
formerly been feveral communities of women, who formed a kind of republic, without 
admitting any men into the government ; and that one of thefe female ftatesltill fublifl- 
ed, but had withdrawn from the banks of the river to a conliderable diftance up the 
country ; adding, that they had often feen fome of thefe females warriors in their coun- 
try. M. de la Condamine, in the narrative of his voyage down this river, printed at. 
Paris in the year 1745, and who had all the rational curiofity of his fellow-traveller Dun 
Pedro Maldonado, relates fome of the facts told him by the Indians, concerning the 
Amazons whom they had feen. But I fhall only here infert what Wltorians have Paid 
on this head, leaving every one to give what degree of credit he pleafes to the adventure 
of Orellana, and the actual exiftence of the Amazons. 

Some who are firmly perfuaded of the truth of the adventure of the Amazons with 
Orellana, and believe that their valour might be equal to that of the men, in defence of 
their country and families, will not hear of a female republic feparated from the inter- 
courfe of men. They fay, and not without fufficient reafon, that the women who fo 
gallantly oppofed Orellana were of the Yurimagua nation, at that time the moll power- 
ful tribe inhabiting the banks of the Maranon, and particularly celebrated for their 
courage. * It is therefore, fay they, very natural to think that the women fhould, in 
fome degree, inherit the general valour of their hulbands, %nd join them in oppofing 
an invader, from whom they imagined they had every thing to fear, which might in- 
flame their ardour ; as likewife from an emufation of military glory, of which there are 
undeniable inllances in the other parts of the Indies. 

The third and lalt name is that of the Orellana, defervedly given to it in honour of 
Francifco de Orellana, the firll who failed on it, furveyed a great part of it, and had 
feveral encounters with the Indians who lived in its iflands or along its bqpks. Some 
have been at a great deal of pains to alfign certain diftances through its long courfe, and 
1 to 
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to appropriated each of thefe one ofthethreenames. ThUs they call Orellana all that 
Ipac? from the part-where this officer failed down in his armed fhip till it joins the Ma- 
ranon. The name of Amazons begins at the influx of another river, at the mouth of 
which Orellana met with a ftout refiftance from the women or Amazons ; and this name 
readies to thefea: and laftly, the name of Maranon comprehends the river from its fource 
a confiderablc way beyond the Pongo downwards all along the part of the defcent of 
this river through Peru, alleging that this was the part through which Pedro de Orfua * 
Mitered the river ; fupporting their opinion by a derivation, to which we cannot fub- 
fcribe, namely, that he gave it this name on account of the difturbances ‘which hap- 
pened among his men. The truth is, that the Maranon, the Amazons, and the Orellana, 
are one individual river ; and that what is meant by each of thefe names, is the vaft 
common channel into which thofe many rivers fall, which contribute to its greatnefs ; 
and that to the original name of Maranon the two others have been added for the caufes 
already mentioned. The Portuguefe have been the moft ftrenuous fupporters of this 
opinion, calling it by no other name than that of the Amazons, and transferring that of 
Maranon to one of the captainlhips of Brazil, lying betwixt Grand Para and Siara ; and 
whofe capital is the city of San Luis del Maranon. 

II. — Account of the firjl Difcoveries, and of the mojl famous Expeditions on the Maranon t 
in order to obtain a more adequate Idea of this famous River. 

After this account of the courfe and names of this river, I (hall proceed to the dif- 
covery of it, and the moft remarkable voyages made thereon. Vincente Yanez Pinzon, 
one of thofe who had accompanied the Admiral Don Chriftopher Columbus in his firft 
voyage, was the perfon who difcovered the mouth through which this river, as I have 
before taken notice, difcharges itfelf into the ocean. This adventurer, at his own ex- 
pence, in 1499, fitted out four fhips, difcoveries being the reigning tafte of that time. 
With this view he fleered for the Canary Blands ; and after palling by thofe of Cape 
de Verd, continued his courfe directly weft, till on the 26th of January, in the year 
1500, he had fight of land; and called' it Cabo de Confolacion, having juft weathered 
a moft violent ftorm. This promontory is now called Cabo de San Auguftin. Here 
he landed ; and, after taking a view of the country, coafted along it northward ; 
fometimes he loft fight of it, when on a fudden he found himfelf in a frefh-water fea, 
out of which he fupplied himfelf with what he wanted ; and being determined to 
trace it to its fource, he failed upwards, and came to the mouth of the river Maranon, 
where the iflands made a moft charming appearance. Here he ftaid fome time, carry- 
ing on a friendly traffic with the Indians, who were courteous a rut humane to thefe 
ftrangers. He - continued advancing up the river, new countries appearing ftill as he 
foiled further. 

To this maritime difeovery fucceeded that by land in the year 1540, under the con- 
duit of Gonzalo Pizarro, who was commiffioned for this enterprife by his brother the 
Mavquis Don Francifco Pizarro, on the report which Gonzalo Dias de Pineda had 
made of the country of La Canela, in, the year 1536 ; at the fame time making him 
governor of Quito. Gonzalo Pizarro arrived at the country of Los Canelos ; and 
following the courfe of a river, either the Napo or Coca, it is not certain which, 
though more probably the firft, met with unfurmountable difficulties and hardfhips j 
and TeeSig himfelf deftitute of provifions of every kind, and that his people, by 
feeding on the buds and rinds of trees, fnakes, and other creatures, wafted away one 
after another, he determined to build a veflel, in order to lee} c provifions at the 
vol. xiv, 3 t place 
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place ; where this river joined another ; the Indians having informed him that there 
he would meet with a great plenty. The command of this veffel he gate Ao Fran- 
cifco de Orellana, his lieutenant-general and confident, recommending to him all 
the diligence and punctuality which their extremity required. After failing eighty 
leagues Orellana arrived at the junction of the two rivers, but met with nothingof 
what he had been fent for ; being difappointed in the provifions he fought, the trees 
not bearing any fruit, or the Indians having already gathered it. His return to 
Pizarro' feemed very difficult, if not impracticable, ‘on account of the rapidity of the 
current ; Mfides, he could not think of returning, without bringing with him that 
relief fo earneftly cxpeCted ; fo that, after long debating the matter with himfelf, he 
determined, without the privity of his companions, to fail with the current to the 
fea. But this could not long remain a fecrct, the hoifting the fails fufficiently demon- 
ilrating his intentions ; and fome vehemently oppofing fuch a defertion, as they called 
it, were near coming to blows. But at length Orellana, by plaufible reafons and 
magnificent promifes, pacified them ; and the oppofition ceafing, he continued his 
voyage, after fetting alhore Hernando Sanchez de Vargas to perifli with hunger, as 
being the ring-leader of the malcontents ; and perfifting in his inveCtives againft Orel- 
lana’s projeCt. 

Pizarro, furprifed at having no account of Orellana, marched by land to the place 
where he had ordered him, and near it met with Hernando Sanchez de Vargas, who 
acquainted him with the whole affair of the veffel ; at which Pizarro feeing, himfelf 
without refource, a confiderablc part of his men dead, the other fo exhaufted with 
fatigue and hunger that they dropt down as they marched, and thofe in the belt ftatc 
reduced to mere ikeletons ; he determined to return to Quito, which, after fatigues 
and hardlhips even greater than the former, he at laft reached with a handful of men 
in the year 1542, having only reconnoitred fomc rivers,, and the adjacent country; a 
fervice difproportionate to the lofs of fo many men, and the miferies fuffered in this 
enterprife. 

This was the firft expedition of any confequence, to make difeovery of the river 
Maranon : and if the fuccefs of Pizarro was not equal to his force and zeal, he was at 
leaft the inftrument of its being entirely acc.omplilhed by another ; and to his refolu- 
tion in preffmg forward through difficulties and dangers, and by his expedient of 
building the armed veffel, muit, in fome meafure, be attributed the happy event of 
Orellana’s voyage, who, with a conftancy which fhowed him worthy of his general's 
favour, reconnoitred the famous river of the Amazons through its whole extent, the 
adjacent country, its innumerable iilands, and the multitude and difference of nations 
inhabiting its banks. But this remarkable expedition deferves a more particular 
detail. 

Orellana began to fail down the river in the year 1541 ; and in his progrefs through 
the feveral nations along its banks, entered into a friendly conference with many, 
having prevailed upon them to acknowledge the fovereignty of the Kings of Spain 
formally, and with the confent of the caciques took possession of it. Others, not fo 
docile, endeavoured to oppofe, with a large fleet of canoes, his further navigation : 
and with thefe he had feveral (harp encounters. In one Indian nation bravery was fo 
general, that the women fought with no lefs intrepidity than the men ; and by their 
dexterity fhowed that they were trained up to the exercife of arms. Thisoccafioned 
Orellana to call them Amazons; which name alfo palled to the river. The fcene of 
this a&ioq, according to Orellana’s own account, and the defeription of the plaeej .ls 
thought to have been at fome difhnce below the junction of the Negro and Marafion. 

Thus 
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Thus he continued his voyage till the 26th of Auguft, in the fame year; when, 
having faffed a prodigious number of iflands, he law himfclf in the ocean. He now 
proceeded to the ifle of Cubagua, or, according to others, to that of La Trinidad, with 
a defign of going to Spain, to folicit for a patent as governor of thefe countries. The 
diftahee he failed on this river, according to his own computation, was eighteen hun- 
dred leagues. * 

This difeovery was followed by another, but not fo complete ; it was undertaken in 
the year 1 559 or 1560, under Pedro de Orfua, by commiffion from the Marquis de 
Canete, viceroy at Peru, who at the fame time conferred on him the title of governor 
of all his conquefls. But the firrt news of Orfua was, that he and the greateft part 
of his men were killed in an ambufeade by the Indians ; a cataftrophe entirely owing 
to his own ill conduct:, which deltroyed the great armament made for this enterprife, 
and created an averfion to defigns liable to fuch dangers. 

In the year 1602, the Reverend Raphael Ferrer, a Jefuit, having undertaken the 
million of Cofanes, puffed down the Maranon, and attentively Purveyed the country as 
far as the conflux of the two rivers where Orellana had left Hernando Sanchez de 
Vargas ; and at his return to Quito gave a very circumrtantial account of what he had 
feen, and the different nations he had difeovered. 

Another, but fortuitous, view of the river was taken Tn 1 6 1 6. Twenty Spanilh 
foldiers, quartered in Santiago de las Montanas, in the province’ of Yaguarfongo, 
purfued a company of Indians, who, after murdering fome of their countrymen in the 
city, fled up the country, and embarked on the Maranon in their canoes. The foldiers, 
in falling down the river, came to the nation of the Maynas, who received them in a 
friendly manner ; and after fome difeourfe (bowed a difpofition of fubmitting to the 
King of Spain, and defired miflionarics might be fent them. The foldiers, on their 
return to Santiago, having made a report of the good inclination of the Maynas, and 
their defire of being inftrufted in the Chriftian religion, an account was fent to the 
Prince of Efquiloche, viceroy of Peru : and in ifiiS, Don Diego Baca de Vega was 
appointed governor of Maynas and Maranon ; and may be laid to have been in reality 
the firft, as neither Pizarro, Orellana, nor Orfua, though inverted with the title, were 
ever in pofl’elfion of it, having made no abl'olutc conquefls ; a neceffary circumftance 
towards realizing the title. 

This expedition was performed in 1635 and 1636, and was fucceeded by that of 
two Francil'cans, with others of the fame order, who let out from Quito with a de- 
termined zeal for propagating Chrirtianity among the nations on the Maranon. But 
many of them, unable to fupport themfelves under the fatigues and hardfhips natural 
in fuch a country, and difeouraged u r ith the little fruit their good defires produced, 
after wandering among mountains, woods, and deferts, returned to Quito, leaving 
only two, Dominico de Brieda and Andrew de Toledo, both lay-brothers. Thefe, 
either from a religious zeal, or naturally more brave and hardy, or of greater curiofity, 
ventured to penetrate further into thole dreary waites. They were indeed attended by 
fix foldiers, remaining of a w hole company who had been fent, under Captain Juah de 
Palado, for the fafeguard of the milfionaries ; but fo many of them had returned 
with the feligious to Quito, that thefe fix and the captain were all tf. f remained : anil 
that officer, a few days after, loll his life in an action againll the Indians. 

The fix fol,diers and two lay-brothers, however, continued w r ith undaunted r dole (ion 
to travel through countries inhabited by lavages, unknown, and full of precipices on 
all fides ; at length they committed themfelves to the ftream, in a kind of launch ; 
Sind* Sifter many fatigues, hardfhips, and here and there a rencounter, readied the city 
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of Para, at that time dependent on, or united with, the captainfltfp of the Maraiion, 
die governor of which reiided at San Louis, whither they went, and gave him an 
account of what they had obferved in this navigation. * 

At that time the crown of Portugal was annexed to Spain j and the governor of the 
captainfhip, or Maranon, for the fovereign of both kingdoms, was Jacome Reymundo 
de Norona, who, zealous for the improvement of this difcovery, as of the higheft 
importance to his Prince, fitted out a fleet of canoes, under the command of Captain 
Texera, to go up the river, and furvey the country with greater form and accuracy. 
This flotilla departed from the neighbourhood of Para, on the 28th of October 1637, 
with the two religious on board ; and after an inceflant fatigue in making way againft 
the llream, they arrived at Pahamino on the 24th of June 1638. This place belongs 
to the jurifdiCtion of the government of Quixos ; whence Texera, with the fokliers 
and the two religious, went to Quito, where he gave an account of the expedition to 
the audiencia, which tranfmitted the particulars to the Count de Chinchon, Viceroy of 
Peru ; and he, agreeably to the zeal he had always manifefled for enlarging Ilis Ma- 
jefty’s dominions, held a council about making more particular difeoveries along the 
Ihores of that river. 9 

Among other things, the Count de Chinchon gave orders, that the Portuguefe 
flotilla Ihould return to Para ; and with it fent fome intelligent perfons, whofe zeal 
might be depended on, w ith orders to take an accurate furvey of the river and its 
banks ; and after difeharging this commiflion, to proceed to Spain, and make a report 
of their expedition to the council of the Indies, in order to be laid before His'Majefty, 
that meafures might in confequence be taken for fecuring the conqueft of thefe nations. 
The perfons chofen were, the Reverend Fathers Chriltopher de Accuna and Andrez de 
Artteda, Jefuits, and perfons every way equal to the fervice. They left Quito on the 
1 6th of February 1039; and having embarked with the armadilla, after a voyage of 
ten months, they arrived at Gran Para on the 1 2th of December, whence, according 
to their inftruCtions, they pafied over to Spain, and completely acquitted themfelves of 
the truft repofed in them. 

At the entl of the laft century, another expedition was undertaken, for making dif- 
eoveries on the Maranon ; but at that time it was already fo well known, that molt of 
the adjacent lands had been improved by* the millions which the Jefuits had fettled 
there : and the government of Manas now includes many nations, who, on the fervent 
preaching of the Jefuits, having embraced Chriftianily, vowed obedience to the Kings 
of Spain ; and a happy alteration was feen- in their morals and cultoms. The banks of 
this river, where befpre only wild Indians were feen living in the manner of beafts, 
were now turned into plantations and regular towns, the inhabitants of which fliewed 
that they were not deftitute of reafon and humanity. Thefe improvements were in a 
great meafure owing to Father Samuel Fritz, who, in 1 686, preached the Gofpel 
among thole people, and in a Ihort time was the inftrument of the converfion of many 
nations : but- the continual fatigues and hardlhips, both by land and water, affeCted 
his health to fuch a degree, that he was obliged to fet out for Para in January 1689? 
and arrived there on the 1 1 th of September of the fame year. Here he remained in a 
difagreeable inactivity, till his health was reftored, and fome affairs fettled which 
required inftruCtions from the court of Lilbon. 

July the 8th 1691, Father Fritz left Para/ in. order to return to his miffien, which 
then reached from the mouth of the river Napo to fome diftance beyond the Negro* 
and included the Omaguas, Yurimaguas, Ayfuares, and many other adjacent nations*" 
the moft numerous bf the whole river. October the 13th, in the fame year, he 
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returned to the town of Nueftra Senora de las Nieves, the capital of the Yurimagua 
nation,; and having vifited the reft under his charge, to the number of forty-arfe; all 
large arid populous, he went, on other public affairs, to the town of Laguna, the 
capital of all the miffions on the Maranon, where the fuperior refided ; and afterwards 
repaired to the city of Lima, in order to communicate to the Count de Monfcloa, at 
that time viceroy, a full account of all thofe countries. This laft journey he under- 
took by the way of the rivers Guallaga, Patanapura, Moyobamba, Chachapoyas, 
Caxamarca, Truxillo, and Lima. . 

The affairs which brought this indefatigable miffionary to Lima, where he was 
received with great honour, being finiffied ; Father Fritz, in Auguft 1693, fet out, on 
his return to'his miffions, by the way of the city of Jaen de Bracamoros, with a view 
of reconnoitring the courfe and fituation of the rivers which, from thofe fouthern 
parts, fall into the Maranon. By the help of thefe additional lights, he drew a map 
of that river, which was engraved at Quito, in the year 1707 : and though it had not 
all the accuracy which could be defired, the father being without inuruments for 

obferving the latitudes and longitudes of the chief places, taking the courfe of the 

rivers, and determining the diftances ; yet it was received with very great applaufe, as 
being the only one in which were laid down the fource and direction, of all the rivers 
which join the Maranon, and the whole courfe of the latter till its junction with the 
ocean. 

III. Account of the Conquejl , Miffions , and Nations , ejlablijhed on the Maranon. 

The difeovery of this famous river, and the furvey of the adjacent countries and 

nations, was followed by the conqueft of the nations who inhabited its banks and 

iilands. The mifearriage of the expedition under Gonzalo Pizarro has already been 
mentioned : Orellana was not more fortunate ; when, purfuant to the grant of the 
government, he returned to fettle in it ; and Orfua’s fate was ftill more deplorable, 
perilhing himfelf, with the greateft part of his followers. But we are now to fpeak of 
the more fuccefsful enterprize of Don Diego Baca de Vega, whom we Have already 
mentioned, but in a curfory manner. 

The government of Maynas, and the Maranon, having been conferred on De Vega ; 
confident of the good difpofitions of the Maynas Indians, as it had been carefully cul- 
tivated, fince its firft commencement with the Santiago foldiers, he entered the country 
with a little colony, and founded the city of San Francil'co de Borga, in 1634, as the 
capital of the whole government ; a title which it juftly deferved, for being the firft 
erected in that vaft country; and alfo on account of i he friendflup which the Indians 
had (hewn for t,he Spaniards ever fince their firft arrival. The new governor being a 
perfon of judgment and penetration, was not long in obferving that thefe nations were 
rather to be governed by moderation and gentlenefs, with a proper firmnefs to create 
refpeffc, than by rigour or aufterity : and accordingly informed the audiencia of Quito 
and the Jefuits of their difpofition. Miffionaries were accordingly fent them, in the 
perfons of Gafpar de Cuxia and Lucas de Cuebas, who came to Maynas in the year 
J<%7» and their preaching had fuch remarkable fuccefs, that, being* • : £ of themfelves 
fufneient for inftru&ing the multitudes of new converts, they fent to Quito for affift- 
ance : and. thus the number of millions continually increafed, and whole nations re- 
torted from their forefts in fearch of the light of the Gofpel. By this means the 
Sing's dominions were extended, every profelyte with joy acknowledging himfelf in 
^ .‘.-.v • his 
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his new ftate a fubje£t of the King of Spain, as he owed to his bounty the inestimable 
felicity of his converfion. .-...V 

Thus the miflions and the number of towns increafed together, and the propagation 
of the Chriftian religion in thofe remote countries, and the aggrandifement of, the 
Spanilh monarchy, went hand in hand. But the moft diftinguilhe^ sera of *thefe pro- 
greflions was the year 1686, by the zeal and activity of Father Fritz# whom we have 
had occafion before to mention with honour : he went dire&ly among the nation of 
the Omaguas, who having by the Cocamas Indians been informed of the mildnefs and 
wifdom with which the miflionaries taught them to live under juft and wholefome laws, 
and a. police hitherto unknown among them ; together with the many happy eff'efts it 
had produced in thofe nations which had conformed to their inftrudtions ; animated 
with thefepleafmg relations, they fent, in 1681, a deputation to the town of Laguna, 
belonging to Cocamas, where Father Lorenzo Lucero, fuperior of the millions, refided, 
entreating him to fend among them perfons for their inftru&ion : but the father at that 
' time was not in a capacity of complying with their requefl , all the miflionaries being 
employed elfewhere. He therefore difmified them, with commending their good inten- 
tions ; promifing them, that he would fend to Quito for a proper perfon to inftrudl 
them in thofe falutary do&rines embraced by the other nations. 

The Omaguas, full of anxiety, did not give Father Lorenzo Lucero time to negledt 
his promife ' for, on hearing * that new miflionaries, and among them Father Samuel 
Fritz, were juft arrived at Laguna from Quito, the fame deputation returned to requefl 
the immediate performance of the promife ; and having the greateft rcafon'to expert 
it would be complied with, great part of the people came in canoes to the town of 
Laguna, as a teftimony of refped to Father Fritz, in order to conduct him to their 
country, where they treated him with fuch veneration, that in his progrels through the 
towns they would not fuft'er him to walk, but carried him on their Ihoulders; an 
honour which the caciques referved to themfelves alone. The eifeds of his preaching 
were anfwerable to thefe marks of ardour and efteem, l'o that in a fliort time the 
whole nation was brought to a ferious profeflion of Chriftianity, deploring their former 
ignorance and brutality, and forming themfelves into a political community, under 
laws calculated for the happinefs of fociety. And their example fo influenced feveral 
other adjacent nations, that the Yurimagitas, Afuares, Banomas, and others, unani- 
moully and voluntarily came and addrefl'ed themfelves to Father Fritz, defiring him to 
inftrud them how to live in the fame order and regularity as the Omaguas. Thus 
whole nations, on embracing Chriftianity, l'ubmitted to the lbvereignty of the Spanilh 
monarchs : and all the countries from the Napo to a confiderable diftance below the 
Negro, were reduced without the leaft force throughout the whole extent of the 
government of Maynas*: and fuch, at the end of the laft centusy, was the number of 
the nations thus converted, that Father Fritz, though without indulging himfelf in any 
refpite, was not able to vifit every Angle town and village within the compafs of a year, 
exclufively of the nations under the cafe of other miflionaries, as thofe of the Maynas, 
Xebaros, Cocamas, Panos, Chamicuros, Aguanos, Muniches, Otanabes, Roamavnas, 
Gaes, and many more. The other miflions were in the fame flouriftiing condition. 

The city of San Francifco de Borja, which we have already mentioned as the capital 
0/ Maynas, Hands in 4 0 28" S. lat. and 1® qq ." E. of the meridian of Quito : but of its 
largenefs and appearance we can only add, that it refembles the cities of the.govern- 
mtnt of Jaen : and its inhabitants, though confifting of Meftizos and Indians,*' and the 
place 1 is the refidence of the governor of Maynes and Maranon, yet they are not equa* 
ro number to thofe of Jaen de Bracamaros. The principal town of the midions, and 
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irl which ' the fuperior is obliged to refide, is Santiago de la Laguna* lying on the 
eaftern bank of the river Guallaga. The places which at prefent compofe thofe millions 
in the government of Maynas, and diocefe of Quito, are : 

On the River Napo. 

I. San Bartholome de Necoya. 

II. San Pedra de Aguarico. 

III. San Eftaniflao de Aguatico. 

IV. San Luis Gonzaga. 

V. Santa Cruz. 

VI. El Nombre de Jefus. 

VII. San Pablo de Guajoya. 

VIII. I'll Nombre de Maria. 

IX. San Xavier de Icaguates. 

X. San Juan Bautifta de los Encabellados. 

XI. I/a Reyna de los Angeles. 

XII. San Xavier de Urarines. 

On the River Mar anon ^ or Amazons. 

I. La Ciudad de San Francifco de Borja. 

II. La Ccrtaon, or inland country towards St. Terefa. 

III. San Ignacio de Maynas. 

IV. San Andres del Alto. 

V. Santo Thomas Apoftol de Andoas. » 

VI. Simigaes. 

VII. San Jofeph de Pinches. 

VIII. La Concepcion de C.agua-panes. 

IX. La Prelentacion de Chayabitas. 

X. La Incarnacion de Paranapuras. 

XI. La Conception de Xebaros. 

XII. San Antonio de la Laguna. 

XIII. San Xavier de Chamicuro. 

XIV. San Antonio Adad de Aguanos. 

XV. Nueflra Senora de las Neves de Yurimaguas. 

XVI. San Antonio de Padua. 

XVII. San Joaquin de la Grande Omagua. 

XVill. San Pablo Apoftol de Napeanos. 

XIX. San Phelipe de Amaonas. 

XX. San Simon de Nahuapo. 

XXI. San Francifco Regis de Yameos. 

XXII. San Ignacio de Bevas ’y Caumares. 

XXIII. Nuefta Senora de las Nieves. 

XXIV. San Francifco Regis del Baradero. 

Befides thefe towns, which have exifted for fome time, there are feverarothers yet 
in . their infancy ; and the Indians, by whom they are inhabited, of different nations 
from thofe above-mentioned : lik^wife many others, both large and populous; fome 
orf the banks of the rivers which fall into the Maranon, and others up the country* 
' > Many 
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Many of the inhabitants of both nations hold a friendly intercourfe with the Spanilh 
miffionaries, and with the inhabitants of the Chriftian villages, with whom they traffic, 
as well as with the Spaniards and Meftizos, fettled at Borja and Laguna, All thefe 
nations of Indians have fome refemblance in their cuftoms ; but in their languages 
very different, every one feeming to have a particular diale<5t, though there are fome 
of a nearer affinity than others to the general language of Peru.* r I%e moll difficult 
to be pronounced is that of the Tameos Indians : while, on the other hand, none is 
fo eafy and agreeable to the ear as that of the Omaguus : and the genius and tempers 
of thefe two nations were found to be as different as their language. Thus the 
Omaguas, even before their fubmiffion, gave many furprizing proofs of the clearnefs 
of their intellects; but were furpaffed by the Yurimaguas, both in wit and penetration. 
The former lived in villages under fome kind of government, peacefully obeying their 
curacas or chiefs. They were lefs barbarous; their manners lefs turbulent and 
corrupt than thofe of moll other Indians. The Y urimaguas formed a kind of republic ; 
and had fome laws which were ftrictly obferved, and the breach of them punilhed in 
an exemplary manner. But in police the preference doubtlefs belongs to the Omaguas : 
for, belides living in fociety, there was an appearance of decency among them, their 
nudities being covered, which by others were totally negleded. This difpofition in 
thofe two nations for making approaches, however fmall, to civil cuftoms and a rational 
life, not a little contributed to the fpeedy progrefs of their converfion. They were 
more eafily convinced, from the light of nature, of the truth and propriety of the 
do&rines preached by the miffionaries ; and were convinced, that happinefs, both pub- 
lic and private, was intimately conne&ed with an uniform obfervance of fuch precepts, 
inftead of the innumerable evils refulting from the manner of living hitherto pra&ifed 
by them. 

Among the variety of lingular cuftoms prevailing in thefe nations, one cannot help 
being furprifed at the odd tafte of the Omaguas, a people otherwife fo fenfible, who, 
to render their children what they call beautiful, flat the fore and hind parts of the 
head, which gives them a monftrous appearance ; for the forehead grows upwards in 
proportion as it is flatted ; fo that the diftance from the riling of the nofe, to the 
beginning of the hair, exceeds that from the lower part of the nofe to the bottom of 
the chin : and the fame is obfervable in the back part of the head. The lides alfo are 
very narrow, from a natural confequence of the preffure ; as thus the parts preffed, 
inftead of fpreading, conformably to the common courfe of nature, grows upwards. 
This praftice is of great antiquity among them ; and kept up fo ftri&ly, that they 
make a jeft of other nations, calling them calabalh heads. 

In order to give children this beautiful flatnefs, the upper part of the head is put, 
loon after the birth, betwixt two pieces of board ; and repeated, from time to time, till 
they have brought it to the falhionable form. t 

Another nation of thefe Indians, affe&ing a ftriking appearance, make feveral holes 
ip both their upper and under lips, both fides of the cartilage of their nofe, their 
chins, and jaws , and in thefe they flick fine feathers, or little, arrows, eight or nine 
inches long. The reader’s own imagination will fufficiently paint the ftrange app|ar* 
ance they mull make with thefe decorations. Others place a great beauty in long 
ears ; and accordingly extend them by art to fuch a degree, that in fome the inferior 
Ibbe touches the Ihoulder : and they value thdmlelves on the nickname of long ears, 
Which has been given them in ridicule. The method they make ufe of to extend " 
their ears, is this : they bore a hole in the lobe, and fallen to it a fmall weight, whirl* 
they from time to time increafe, till the ear is ftrefehed to nearly the length abov^r * 

mehtioried ; 
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mentioned: and as the lobe incrcafes in length, fo likewife does it in magnitude. 
Others paint fome parts of their bodies ; fome the whole. All have fomething peculiar 
in their modes and cuftoms, but generally of fuch a nature, that Europeans wonder 
how they could ever enter the thoughts of rational creatures. * 

After defcribingi (fiis great river, and giving an account of the villages and nations 
near its banks,* I fhall proceed to fome other particularities relating to it ; as the ex- 
traordinary fpecies of fifh found in its waters, and likewife the birds and other animals 
feen in the adjacent countries through which it flows. Among the various kinds of 
fifh, are two of an amphibious nature ; the caymans or alligators, and the tortoife, 
which fwarm on the (bores and iflands. Its tortoii’cs, for tafle, are preferred to thofe 
of the fea. Another remarkable fifh here is the pexe-buey, or fea-cow, fo called from 
its refembling the land quadruped of that name. This is one of the larged fpecies 
known in the river, being generally three or four yards in length, and of a proportional 
thicknefs : the flefh is very palatable, and, according to fome, has pretty much the 
tafle of beef. It feeds on the herbage growing along the fhore, but the firuclure of 
its body does not admit of its coming out of the water. The female has dugs for 
fuckling its young ; and whatever fome may have laid of any farther relemblance to 
the terreflrial fpecies of that name, it has neither horns nor legs. It has indeed two 
fins, which ferve equally for fwimming, and fupporting itfelf on the banks whilft feed- 
ing. The general method of the Indians for fifhing, is with inebriating herbs, like that 
I have mentioned on the river Guayaquil. On fome occafions they make ufe of arrows 
dipped in poifon, of fuch an aitivjty, that the flighted: wound immediately kills the 
fifh. This is alfo their method of hunting ; and in both they are fo very expert and 
a ftivc, that they are very feldom known to mifs their aim. This powerful venom is 
principally the juice of a bejuco, near fix fingers broad, and flat on both fides, of a 
brownifh colour, and growing in very damp marfhy places. In order to prepare 
the poifon, they cut it into pieces, which they bruife and boil in water. On taking it 
off' the fire, they add to it a particular ingredient which caufes a coagulation. With 
this they rub the point of their arrows ; and when dry, for want of frefh unfeion, 
they moiften it with their fpittle : the quality of it is fo frigorific, that it immediately 
repels all the blood to the heart, where thq veffels burfl, being unable to contain fuch 
a torrent as fuddenly rulhes into them. But what is moll furprifing here, is, that the 
creature thus killed, and its coagulated blood, are eaten without any inconveniency. 
The mod powerful antidote to this venom is, immediately to eat fugar: but this 
fpecific, though often falutary, is not infallible, as feveral melancholy initances have 
demonstrated. 

The borders and parts adjacent to this famous river, as well as thofe contiguous to 
the others which difeharge their waters into it, abound with large and lofty trees, the 
wood of which is of different colours ; fome white, outers of a dark brown ; fome red, 
or veined with variety of colours. Some of another fpecits didil balfams of an exqui- 
fite fragrancy, or rare and medicinal gums j others are noted for their delicious and 
falubrious fruits. Among thefe the wild cacoa, by the mere goodnefs of the foil, with- 
out any culture, grows in the greated plenty, and yields fruit of a gr Anefs equal to 
that in the jurifdi&ion of Jean and Quixos. Here alfo are gathered great quantities of 
Wfaparilla, vanillas, and a bark called > Declavo, or cloves : for though it refembles 

* Another remarkable cuftom is, that of their t) ing their privities in a bladder before they go into 
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cinnamon in appearance, except its colour, which is fomething darker, its tafte and 
fmell are very different, being nearly the fame with that of the Eaft India clove. 

As to quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, and infefts, they are nearly the fame, and in as 
great numbers as thofe already mentioned in the defcription of other hot countries. 
One reptile of a very extraordinary nature, and known only here ihd in the provinces 
of New Spain, I fhall, as a conclufion of my account of the Maranon, add a defcrip- 
tion of. 

In the countries watered by that vaft river, is bred a ferpent of a frightful magnitude, 
and mod deleterious nature. Some, in order to give an idea of its largenefs, aflirin, 
that it will fwallow any bead whole ; and that this has been the miferable end of many 
a man. But what feems dill a greater wonder, is the attractive quality attributed to 
its breath, which irrefiilibly draws any creature to it, which happens to be within the 
fpherc of its attraction : but this, I mud own, feems to furpafs all belief. The Indians 
call it jacumama, i. e. mother of water : for as it delights in lakes and marihy places, 
it may, in fotne fenfe, be confidered as amphibious. I have taken a great deal of pains 
to inquire into this particular ; and all I can fay is, that the reptile’s magnitude is really 
furprifing. Some perfons, whole veracity is not to be quedioned, and who have feen 
it in the provinces of New Spain, agreed in their account of the enormous corpulency 
of this ferpent ; but, with regard to its attra&ive quality, could lay nothing decifive.* 

Sufpending, therefore, for the prelent, all pofitive judgment, without giving entire 
credit to all the qualities vulgarly attributed to this animal, efpecially the more lufpect- 
ed, as not improbably flowing from adoniflnnent, which frequently adopts abfurdities, 
it being impofiible, in lb great a perturbation, to confult reafon ; let me be indulged, 
with fome variation of the accidents, to invedigate the caufe, in order to come at the 
knowledge of its properties, which it is difficult to alcertain, unlefs l’upported by un- 
doubted experiments. Not that 1 .would offer my opinion as a decifive rule : I defire 
that the judgment of others may declare for that which appears mod conformable to 
truth. I would alfo further acquaint the reader, that I only lpeak from the tedimony 
of thofe who have feen this famous ferpent, having never inyfelf had an opportunity of 
examining it with my own eyes. 

Fird, it is faid, that this ferpent, in the jength and thicknefs of its body, very much 
refembles the trunk of an old tree, whofe roots have for fome time ceafed to convey 
the ufual nourilhment ; and that on every part of it grows a kind of mofs, like that feen 
on the bark of wild trees. This is accounted for by the dud and mud adhering to it ; 
and alternately inoidened and dried by the water and fun. This forms a flight cruft 
over the thick fcales ; and this crud is increafed by the fluggilhnefs and flow motion of 
the ferpent ; which, unlefs when forced by hunger to go in qued of food, continues 

* I have feen three of thefe ferpents killed ; out of the body of one of them was taken a hog about 
ten Hone in weight. The largcft was about eleven feet long, and twenty-three inches in circumference ; 
the fmallcft about nine feet long, and nineteen in circumference. They generally lie coiled up, and wait 
till their prey pafles near enough to be feized. As they arc not eafily dilliiiguiflicd from the large rotten 
wood (which lies about in plenty in thefe parts), they have opportunities enough to feize their prey and 
fatiate their hunger. The Indians watch this opportunity, and when they have half gorged their prey, 
kill them without danger. As I was walking in the woods one day, attended by two Indians and a Ne- 
gro boy, we were within ten yards of one of thefe ferpents, when the Negro cried out, Cobra, Senhor ! 
Cobra, Senhor ! on which it made away into a neighbouring thicket, which concealed from onr fight the 
moft hideous creature I at that time had ever feen. Iti its motion, which was flow and peculiar to that 
ferpent, it appeared like a ferpentine log, with two bright gems for eyes, placed within three or four 
inches from the end which was fartheft from us, from which rays of azure light fee pied to dart. A. 
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motionlefs in one place for feveral days together ; and even then its motion is almoil 
imperceptible, leaving a track like that of a log of timber drawn along the ground. 

Its breath is aflerted to be of fuch a nature as to caufe a kind of drunkennefs or ftu- 
piclity in man or beaft, which has the misfortune of being within the bounds of its 
activity ; and thus ,oaules the animal involuntarily to move till it unhappily comes within 
thd reach of the ferpent, which immediately fwallows it. This is the vulgar report : 
and it is added, that the only method of averting the danger, is, on firft feeling the 
breath, to cut it, that is, to flop it by the interpofition of another body, which haftily 
intervening, cuts the current of the blaft and dillipates it. Thus the perfon, who was 
moving on to certain deftruction, is enabled to take another path, and avoid the fatal 
cataftrophe. Thefc particulars, if thoroughly confidered, feem mere fables : as indeed 
the learned M. de la Condamine intimates ; and the very circumftances with which 
they are decorated, increafe their improbability. 

But, in my opinion, with a little alteration in the circumftances, what feems to fhock 
credibility, will appear natural and founded on truth. 

That its breath is of fuch a quality as to produce a kind of inebriation in thofe 
whom it reaches, is far from, being impoflible ; the urine of the fox is well known to 
have the fame effect ; and the breath of the whale is frequently attended with fuch an 
infupportable foetor as to bring on a diforder in the brain. I therefore fee no manner 
of difficulty in admitting, that the breath of this ferpent may be of that intoxicating 
quality attributed to it ; and may be confidered as an expedient for catching its prey, 
as otherwife the creature, from the flow movement of its body, would be utterly in- 
capable of providing itfelf with food ; whereas, by this deleterious fmell, the animal 
may be thrown into fuch horror and perplexity, as to be unable to move, but remain 
fixed like a ftatuc, or faint away, whilft the fhake gradually approaches and feizes it. 
As to what is relatec^of cutting the breath, and that the danger is limited to the direc- 
tion in which the ferpent breathes ; thefc are tales which, to believe, would imply an 
utter ignorance of the origin and progrefs of odours. In fhort, the vulgar errors, pro- 
pagated by thefe rude nations, have gained credit among the Spaniards, merely becaufe 
none has had the curiofitv or refolution to put them to the teft of experience. 

| • 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Genius , Cujlonis, and Manners of the Indians, who arc Natives 

of the Province of Quito. 

THE fubjeft of this chapter, and its circumftances, are of fuch a nature, that, if 
what ancient hiftories deliver concerning them fliould recur to the memory, they will 
appear totally different. Indeed the difproportion between what 1 read, and what I 
am going to relate, is fo remarkable, that, on a retr^fpeil towards paft times, I am 
utterly at a lofs to account for the univerfal change of things ; efpecially when fur- 
rounded by fuch vifible monuments of the induftry, polity, and laws of the Indians of 
Peru, that it would be madnefs to queftion the truth of the accounts that have been 
given of them ; for the ruins of thefe ancient works are ftill amazing. On the other 
hand, I can hardly credit my own eyes, when I behold that nation invoked, as it were, 
in Cimmerian darknefs, rude, indocile, and living in a barbarifm little better than thole 
who have their dwelling among the waftes, precipices, and forefts. But what is Hill 
more difficult to conceive is, how thefe people, whofe former wifdom is confpicuous in 
the equity of their laws, and the eftablilhment of a government fo lingular as that under 
which they live, fliould at prefent fhew no traces of that genius and capacity which 
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formed fo excellent an economy, and fo 'beautiful a fyftem of focial duties : though 
undoubtedly they are the fame people, and ftill retain fome of their ancient cuftoms 
and manners. Leaving, therefore, this intricate fubjeft to be inveftigated by farther 
inquiries, I fhall proceed to give an account of the prefent Indians, their genius, cur- 
toms, and qualities, according to the belt information I could obtain from a commerce 
with thofe people of all ranks, during ten years. Some particulars in this narrative will 
demonftrate that they- ftill retain a few fparks of the induftry and capacity of the an- 
cient Indians of Peru ; whilft others will fhew that they are utterly deftitutc of the 
knowledge of certain fciences which were common among their anceftors ; and that 
they are equally degenerated from their wifdom in making laws, and their regular ob- 
fervance of them. 

It is no eafy talk to exhibit a true picture of the cuftoms and inclinations of the In- 
dians, and precifely difplay their genius and real turn of mind ; for if confulered as 
part of the human fpccies, the narrow' limits of their underftanding feem to clafti with 
the dignity of the foul ; and fuch is their ftupidity, that, in fome particulars, one can 
fcarce forbear entertaining an idea that they arc really beafts, and even deftitutc of that 
inftinft weobferve in the brute creation. While in other Vefpects,-. a more comprehen- 
five judgment, better-digefted fchemes, and con dueled with greater fubtilty, are not 
to be found than among thefe people. This difparity may miflead the molt diicerning 
perfon : for, Ihould he form his judgment from their firft actions, he mult ncceflarily 
conclude them to be a people of the greateft penetration and vivacity. But when he 
reflefts on their rudenefs, the abfurdity of their opinions, and their beaftly manner 
of living, his ideas mult take a different turn, and reprefent them in a degree little above; 
brutes. 

Such is the 'difpofition of the Indians, that if their indifference to temporal things 
did not extend itlelf alfo to the eternal, they might be faid to equ^ the happinels of the 
golden age, of which the ancient poets have given fuch enchanting descriptions. They 
poflefs a tranquillity immutable, either by fortunate or unfortunate events. In their 
mean apparel they are as contented as the monarch clothed with the* molt fplendid in- 
ventions of luxury ; and fo far are they from entertaining a defire for better or more 
comfortable clothing, that they give themfelves no manner of concern, about lengthen- 
ing their own, though half their bodies continue naked. They fhew the like dilregard 
for riches; and even that authority or grandeur within their reach is fo little the object 
of their ambition, that, to all appearance, it is the fame thing to an Indian, whether 
he be created an alcalde, or forced to perform the office of a common executioner. 

And thus reciprocal efteern among them is neither heightened nor leflened bv fuch 
circumftances. The fame moderation appears in their food, never defiring more than 
what fufHces; and they enjoy their coarfe Ample diet w'ith the fame ‘ complacency as 
others do their well-furnifhed tables. Nor do I indeed queffion but if they had their 
choice of either, they would prefer the latter ; but at the fame time they fhew fo little 
concern for the enjoyments of life, as nearly approaches to a total contempt of them : 
in fhort, the moil fimple, mean, and eafieft preparation feents belt adapted to their 
humour. 

Nothing can move them, or alter their minds ; even intereft here Ibfes all its power ; 
it being common for them to decline doing fome little aft of fervice, though offered a 
very confiderahle reward. Fear cannot ftimulatc, refpeft induce, nor punifhnjent com- 
pel them. They are indeed of a very Angular turn ; pfoof againft every attempt to 
roufe them from their natural indolence, in which they feem to look down with con- 
tempt on the wifefl of mortals : fo firmly bigoted to their own grofs ignorance, that the 
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wifeft meafurcs to improve their underftanding have been rendered abortive ; fo fond 
of their fimplicity ana indolence, that all the efforts and attention of the moft vigilant 
have mifcarried. But in order to give a clearer idea of their tempers, we lhall relate 
fomc particular inftances of their genius and cuftoms ; as otherwife it will be impoffible 
to draw their true oharadler. 

The Indians are in general remarkably flow, but very perfevering ; and this has gi^en 
rife to a proverb, when any thing of little value in itfelf requires a great deal of time 
and patience, “ T'hat it is only fit to'be done by an Indian.” In weaving carpets, cur- 
tains, quilts, and other fluffs, being unacquainted with any better method, at pafling 
the woof they have the patience every time to count the threads one by one, fo that two 
or three years is requifiteto finifh a Angle piece. This flownefs undoubtedly is not entirely 
to be attributed to the genius of the nation ; it flows in fome meafure from the want of a 
method better adapted hr difpatch : and perhaps, with proper inflruflions, they would 
make confiderable progrelfes, as they readily comprehend whatever is fhewn ;hem re- 
lating to mechanics ; of this the antiquities (till remaining in the province of Quito, and 
over all Peru, are undeniable teiiirnonies. But of thefemore will be faid in the fequel. 
This indifference and dilatorinefs of the Indians is blended with floth, its natural com- 
panion ; and their floth is of fuch a nature, that neither their own interefl, nor their 
duty to their matters, can prevail on them to undertake any work. Whatever therefore 
is of abfolute neceflity to be done, the care of it is left to rhe Indian women. Thefe fpin, 
and make the half fhirts and drawers, which conflitute the whole apparel of their huf- 
bands. They cook the matalotage, or food, univtrfally ufed among them; they grind 
the barley for machca, roaft the maize for the camcha, and brew' the chicha ; in the 
mean time, unlefs the mafler has been fortunate enough to get the better of the huf- 
band’s floth, and taken him to work, he fits fquatting on his hams (being the ufual 
pofture of all the Indians'), and looks on his wife wjtile file is doing the necefl'ary work 
of the family ; but, unlefs to drink, he never moves from the fire-fide, till obliged to 
come to table, or wait on his acquaintance. The only donteflic fervice they do, is to 
plough their chacarita, or little fpot of land, in order to its being fown ; but the latter, 
together with the reft of the culture, makes another part, which is alfo done by the 
wife and children. When they are once fettled in the above pofture, no reward can 
make them ftir ; fo that if a traveller has loft his way, and happens to come to any of 
thefe cottages, they hide themfelves, and charge their waves to lay that they are not at 
home; when the whole labour confifts in accompanying the traveller a quarter of a 
league, or perhaps lefs, to put him in his way : and for this fmall fervice he would get a 
rial, or half a rial at leaft. Should the paflenger alight and enter the cottage, the 
Indian would ftill be fafe ; for, having no light but what comes thn ugh a hole in rhe 
door, he could not be difeovered : and even if he fhould fee the Indian, neither en- 
treaties nor offers would prevail on the flothful wretch to ftir a ifep w'ith him : and it is 
the fame if they are to be employed in any other bufinefs. 

That the Indians may perfotm the works appointed by their mailers, and for which 
they are properly paid, it will be of little fignification to fhew them their talk ; the mal- 
ter mult have his eye continually upon them : ior whenever he turns h s back, the Indian 
immediately leaves off working. The only thing in which they fhew a lively fenfation 
and alacrity, is for parties of pleafure, rejoicings, entertainments, and especially danc- 
ings. Bui in all thefe the liquor muft ’circulate brifkly, which leems to be their fupreme 
enjoyment. With this th^r begin the day, and continue drinking till they are entirely 
deprived both of fenfe and motion. 
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Such is their propensity to intemperance, that they are not reftrained by any dignity 
of charafter ; the cacique and the alcalde never fail to be of the company at all enter- 
tainments, and drink like the reft, till the chicha has quite overcome them. It is worth 
notice, that the Indian women, whether maids or married, and alfo the young men be- 
fore they are of an age to contrail matrimony, entirely abftain from this vice ; it being 
a maxim among them, that drunkennefs is only the privilege of mafters of families, as 
being perfons who, when they are unable to take care of themfelves, have others to take 
care of them. 

Their manner of celebrating any folemnity is too lingular to be omitted : the perfon 
who gives the entertainment invites all his acquaintance, and provides chicha fufficient 
for the number of his guefts, at the rate of a jug for each ; and this jug holds about two 
gallons. In the court of the houfe, if it be a large town, or before the cottage, if in a 
village, a table is placed, and covered with a tucuyo carpet, only ufed on fuch feftivities. 
The eatables coniift wholly of camcha, and fome wild herbs boiled. When the guefts 
meet, one or two leaves of thefe herbs, with ten or twelve grains of camcha, iinifh the 
repaft. immediately the women prefent themfelves with calabafhes or round totutnos, 
called pilches, full of chica, for their hufbands ; and repeat it till their fpirits are railed : 
then one of them plays on a pipe and tabor, whilft others dance, as they call it, though 
it -is no more than moving, confufedly from one fide to the other, without meaiure or 
order. Some of the belt voic.es among the Indian women fing in their own language. 
Thus their mirth continues while kept up by the liquor, which, as 1 have faid before, is 
the foul of all their meetings. Another odd circuinftance is, that thofe W'ho do not 
dance, fquat themfelves down in their ufual pofture, till it comes to their turn. The 
table Serves only for ftate, there being nothing on it to eat, nor do the guefts fit down 
at it. When tired with intemperance, they all lie down together, without minding 
whether near the wife of another, or their own filter, daughter, or morediftant relation; 
fo Ihocking are the excefles to which they give themfelves up on thefe folemnities, which 
are fometimes continued three or four days, till the priefts find themfelves obliged to go 
in perfon, throw away all the chica, and difperfe the Indians, left they Ihould buy 
more. 

The day after the feftival is called Concho, which fignifies the day for drinking oil' 
the remains of the preceding : with thefe they begin ; and if not fuflident to complete 
their revel, every one of the guefts runs home to his houfe, and fetches a jug, or they 
club for more. This occafions a new concho for the next day ; and thus, if left to 
themfelves, from day to day, till either no more chica is to be had, or they left without 
money or credit. 

Their burials arc likewlfe folemnized with exceflive drinking. The houfe of mourn- 
ing is filled with jugs of chica ; and not for the folace of the mourners and their vifitors 
alone : the latter go out into the ftreets, and invite all of their nation who happen to 
pafs by, whether married or fingle of both fexes, to coine in and drink to the honour 
of the deceafed ; and to this invitation they will take no denial. The ceremony lafts 
four or five days, and fometimes more, ftrong liquor being their fupreme vVifh, and the 
great object of all their labours. * 

If the Indians are thus exceflively addicted to intemperance, gaming is a fault with 
which they cannot be charged, though thefe two vices are generally feen together. 
They feem to have no manner of inclination -for play ; nor have they above one 
kind, and that of great antiquity, among them ; this th*y call pafa, i. e. a hundred, 
as he wins who firft gets that number. They play at it with two inftruments one 9 
fpread eagle of wood with ten holes on each fide, being tens, and are marked with pegs, 
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to denote every man's gettings'; the other is a bone in the manner of a die, cut with 
feven feces, one of which has a particular mark, and is called guayro. The other five 
tell according to the number of them, and the laft is a blank. The way of playing is 
only to tofs up the bone ; and the marks on the upper furface are fo many got. But 
the guayro goes for ten ; and the like number is loft if the blank fide appears. Though 
this game is peculiar to the Indians, it is very little ufed except at their revels. 

The common food of the Indians, as before obferved, is maize made into camcha or 
mote, and machca ; the manner of preparing the latter is, to roaft the grain, and then 
reduce it to a flour ; and this, without any other apparatus or ingredient, they eat by 
fpoonfuls : two or three of which, and a draught of chieha, or, when that is wanting, 
of water, completes their repaft. When they fet out on a journey, their whole viati- 
cum is a little bag, which they call gucrita, full of this meal, and a fpoon. And this 
fuffices for a journey of fifty or a hundred leagues. When hungry, or fatigued, they 
flop at fome place where chicha is to be had, or at fome water ; where, after taking a 
fpoonful of their meal into their mouth, they keep it fome time, in order the more eafily 
to fwallow it; and with two or three fuch fpoonfuls, well diluted with chicha, or, if 
that is not to be had, with water, they let forward as cheerfully as if rifen from a feaft. 

Their habitations, as may be imagined, are very finall ; confiding of a little cottage, 
in the middle of which is their fire-place. Here both they, and the animals they breed, 
live promifcuoufly. They have a particular fondnefs for dogs ; and never are without 
three or four little curs in their hut : a hog or two, a little poultry, and cuyes, with 
fome earthen ware, as pots and jugs, and the cotton which their wives fpin, conftitute 
the whole inventory of an Indian’s effefts. Their beds conlift of two or three Iheep- 
Ikins, without pillows or any thing elfe ; and on thefe they flcep in their ufual fquatting 
pofture : and as they never undrcl’s, appear always in the fame garb. 

Though the Indian women breed fowl and other domeftic animals in their cottages, 
they never eat them : and even conceive fuch a fondnefs for them that they will not 
even fell them, much lefs kill them with their own hands fo that if a ftranger, who is 
obliged to pafs the night in one of their cottages, offers ever fo much money for a fowl, 
they refufe to part with it, and he finds himfelf under the neceflitv of killing the fowl 
himlelf. At this his landlady Ihrieks, difl'olves in tears, and wrings her hands, as if it 
had been an only 'foil ; till, feeing the mifcMef paft remedy, lhe wipes her eyes, and 
quietly takes what the traveller offers her. 

Many of them in their journeys take their whole family with them ; the women car- 
rying on their Ihoulders fuch children as are unable to walk. The cottages in the mean 
time are Ihut up ; and there being no furniture to lofe, a firing, or thong of leather, 
ferves for a lock : their animals, if the journey is to laft for feveral days, they carry to 
the cottage of fome neighbour or acquaintance : if othcrwile, their curs are left guar- 
dians of the whole ; and thefe difcharge their truft w>h fuch cafe, that they will fly at 
any one, except their mafters, who offers to come near the cottage. And here it is 
worth obferving, that dogs bred by Spaniards and Meftizos have fuch a hatred to the 
Indians, that, if one of them approaches a houfe where he is not very well known, they 
fall upon him, and, if not called off, tear him to pieces : on the other hand, the dogs of 
Indian breed are animated with the fame rage again!! the Spaniards and .\ Leftizos ; and, 
like the former, fcent them at a diftance. 

The Indians, except thofe brought up in cities or towns, fpeak no language but their 
own, callid Quichua, which was eftablifhed by the Yncas, with an order for its being 
propagated all over the vaft empire, that all their fubjefts might be able to underftand 
each other; and therefore was diftinguilhed by the name of the Yncas language. 
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Some underftand the Spanifli, and fpeak it ; yet very few have the good-nature to 
anfwer in it, though they know, at the fame time, that the perfon with whom they are 
converting cannot underftand them in Quichua. Nor is it of any confequence to defirc 
and prefs them to explain themfelves in Spanifli, for this they abfolutely refufe : whereas 
it is quite othervvife with the Indians born and bred in the towns for, if 1'poken to in 
their own language, they are fure to anfwer in the Spanifh. 

Superftition is general among them x and they all, more orlefs, pretend to fortune- 
telling. This weaknefs is alfo of a long Handing -among them ; and which neither the 
remonftrances of the priefts, nor their own experience, can radically cure. Thus they 
employ artifices, fuppofed charms, and ftrange cornpofitions, in order to obtain fome 
vifionary happinefs for the fuccefs of a favourite fcheine, or other weighty concern. In 
thefe preftiges their minds are fo infatuated, that, to bring them to a fight of the folly 
and wicktdnefs of fuch practices, and folidly to embrace the Chriftian religion, is a 
work of the greateft difficulty. And even when they have embraced it, are fo fuper- 
ficial and fickle, that, if they attend divine fervice on Sundays and holidays, it is merely 
from fear of punifhment ; for otherwife there would be fcarce one Indian, efpecially of 
the meaner fort, among the whole congregation. Pertinent to this, 1 Ihall relate, among 
many other inftances, the following ftory, told me by a prieft. An Indian had, for 
fome time, abfented himfelf from the fervice of the church ; and the prieft being in- 
formed that it was owing to his drinking early in the morning, on the following Sunday, 
when he had been particularly ordered to make his appearance, charged hint with his 
fault, and directed that he ffiould receive fome lalhes, the ufual punilhmcnt of fuch 
delinquents, be their age or fex what it will, and perhaps the belt adapted to their ftu- 
pidity. After undergoing the punifliment, he turned about to the prieft, and thanked 
him for having chaftifed hint according to his deferts ; to which the prieft replied with 
fome words of exhortation to him, and the audience iiT general, that they would never 
omit any duty of Chriftianity. B‘ut he had no fooncr done, than the poor Indian flop- 
ped up to him, and defired that he would order him a like number of lafltes for the 
next Sunday, having made an appointment for a drinking match, fo that he fhould not 
be prefent. This may ferve as a fpecimen of the little impreflion made on them, not- 
withftanding all the afliduity of the miflionaries ; and that though continually inftru&ed, 
from the firft dawnings of rcafon till the day of their death, they are found to continue 
in a ftrange ignorance of the molt effential points of religion. Their indiil'erence here 
is fo very deplorable, that they may be laid to give themfelves no more concern about 
their fouls than about their bodies, and though 1 with pleafure allow, that there are 
many who, in the culture of their minds, fan&ity of manners, and delicacy of con- 
fidence, equal the molt wife and circumfpedl ; yet the bulk, of them, either by that 
grofs ignorance which clouds their intelleds, and renders them infenfibte of their eternal 
concerns, or their natural depravity, are hardened againft religious exhortations. For 
though they readily grant every thing that is faid to them, and never offer to make the leaft 
objection ; -yet they fecretly harbour fufpicions of fome evil defign, and leave room for 
mental reservations, which fpoil all. I am little inclined to lay any falfe charge to this 
or any nation, and efpecially with regard to fuch an important fubjeft : and in confir- 
mation of what I have faid, (hall relate fome further particulars. 

Every Sunday in the year, the doCtrinal priefts inftrud their parilh in the articles of 
Chriftianity with indefatigable zeal : alfo, when any Indian is fick, they never fail to 
vifit and exhort him to prepare for a comfortable paffage into eternity, adding whatever 
they judge may conduce to the opening the eyes of his underftanding ; pathetically ex- 
patiating on the juftice and mercy of God, the nature of death, the certainty of an 
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approaching judgment, and his prefent danger. After fpeaking thus a confiderable 
time, without a word from the patient, or tpe lead fign of emotion in his countenance, 
the good man proceeds to remind, him of his fins, and exhorts him to a fincere repent- 
ance, and to implore the mercy <?f his Creator ; as otherwife, his foul will be puniihed 
to 'all eternity! The Indian at length anfwcrs, with a ferene faiptnefs, “ So it will be, 
father meaning, that things will happen as he has predicted ; but does not underftand 
in what thefe threatened fufferings confift. I have often heard pridts of thofe towns, 
and men of parts and learning, talk* with great concern on this fubjeCt. Hence it is 
that there are very few Indians to whom the holy eucharift is adminiitered ; nor would 
thofe of the houfe, where a fick perfon lies, ever give notice of it to the prieft, were 
they not afraid of the punifhmcnt which the law in thefe cafes inflicts ; and even as it 
is, they often negleCt this duty, and the patient dies without receiving the facrament. 

In their marriages, they run counter to the fentiments of all nations, elleeming what 
others deteft ; a virgin being never the objeCt of their choice : for they look on it 
as a fure fign, that me who has not been known to others, can have nothing pleafing 
about her. * 

After a young man has aiked the objeCt of his affections of her father, and obtained 
his confent, they immediately begin to live together as man and wife, and aflift the 
father-in-law in cultivating his chacara.. At the end of thiee or four months, and often 
of a year, he leaves his bride, without ceremony, and' p#i haps for the wild reafon 
above mentioned : and even expoflulates with the father-in-law, that .he fhould endea- 
vour to deceive him, by impofing upon him his daughter, whom nobody elfe had 
thought worthy of making his bedfellow. But if nothing of this happens, after paffing 
three or four months in this commerce, which they call Atnanarfe, i. e. to habituate 
one’s felf, they then marry : and this cuftom is full very common, having hitherto 
proved too ftrong for the joint endeavours of the wjiole body of the clergy to extir- 
pate. Accordingly, the fhft qucQion at the ceremony of marriage is, whether they 
are Amannados, in tffdor to abiolve them of that fin before they receive the nuptial 
benediction. They look upon no marriage to be legal which is not folenrn, and 
according to them the whole confifts in the nuptial benediction, which rauft be given 
them at the time t they join their hands, as % other wife, on any caprice, they feparate : 
and it is to no purpofe to go about to perfuade them that they were married *, nor will 
any punifhment have the leaft effeCt. For as it does not imply any infamy, the inten- 
tion is loft. It is the fame thing with them to be expofed to the public derifion and 
infults, as to be ordered to fhew their fkill in dancing on a feftival ; the thing which, 
of all others, they xnofl delight in. They arc indeed fenfible of corporal punifhments 
during the time they are- inflicting, but immediately afterwards are as placid and eafy 
as if they had not been touched. This occafions many things to be connived at in 
them, and other means of prevention ufed. 

It is not uncommon among them to change their wives, without any other prelimi- 
nary or agreement, than having been familiar with the wife of another. The former 
wife,* together with the injured hufband, concert a revenge ; and if reproached for 
fuch a proceeding, they Cheerfully anfwer, that they had ferved them * only as they 
deferved ; and it avails little to fepjtrate them, as they foon find means 10 return to the 
fame manner Of Jiving, fncefts are very common among them, both as the confequence 
t.f their monftrous 'djjunkennefs, already mentioned, and from their making no 
diftinflaon 'between honour 'irid infamy, whereby their brutal appetites are under no 
reftrsdnti 
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If the foregoing tempers or cuftoms appear ftrange, their behaviour at conieflion is 
pot lefs fo : for, befides having but a (lender acquaintance with die Spanifli language, 
they have no form to direct them in it. On their coming to the confefTor, which is 
always at hisfummons, he is obliged to inftruft them jn what they are going about, and 
with them repeat the Conjiteor from one end to the other. For if*he (tops, the Indian 
alfo remains filent. Having gone through this, it is not enough for the prieft to a(k 
him, whether he has committed this or that fault ; but if it be one of the common fort, 
he muft affirm that he has committed it, otherwise, the Indian would deny every thing. 
The prieft further is obliged to tell him, that he well knows he has committed the fin, 
and he has proofs of it. Then the Indian, being thus prefled, anfwers, with great 
aftonilhment, that it is fo : and, imagining the prieft really endued with feme fuper- 
natural knowledge, adds circumftances which had not been afked him. It is not only 
difficult to bring them to declare their faults, but even to keep them from denying 
them, though publicly committed, and equally fo to prevail on them to determine the 
number ; this being only to be obtained by fmelfes ; and then little ftrefs is to be laid on 
what they lay. The natural dread, which (hore or lefs riles in all men at the approach 
of death, is what the Indians are lefs fufceptible of than any other people. Their con- 
tempt of thofe evils which make the ftrongeft impreffions on the minds of men, is fuch, 
that they view the approach of death without perturbation : and the pain of the diftemper 
afteds them more than thfc danger of it. This I have often heard from (everal of the 
priefts : and their words arc confirmed by daily inftanccs. For u hen the priefts perform 
the laft offices to dying perfons, their anfwers are delivered with that cotnpoiure and 
ferenity, as leave no doubt but the inwaid flate of their mind correfponds with thefe 
external appearances, being the principle and caufe of them. The like is even feen in 
thofe whom their ciiines have brought to die by the hands of jultice ; and among many 
other examples, I happened my felt to be an eye-uitnefs of one. \Vhilft I was at Quito, 
two malefadors were to be executed ; one a Mestizo or Mulatto, and the other an 
Indian: both having been brought into the pi ifon -chapel, I Went to fee them the 
night before the execution. The former was attended by fevcral priefts, who, in Spa- 
nifh, exhorted him to die like a Chriftian, and fliew a becoming fervour in his love to 
God, faith, and contrition, and a deteftation for the crimes he had committed. On 
which, his afpefl and whole deportment (hewed a fenfe of his condition. The Indian 
had alfo ecclefiaflics about him, performing, in his own language, the like kind offices. 
But to all appearance he was lefs concerned even than thofe about him, and feemed 
rather to be tilling a chacura, or tending a herd, than on the eve of eternity. His 
appetite was fo far from leaving him, as was the cafe of his companion, that he was 
more eager, and after difpatching his own, would have cleared his fellow fufferer’s 
plate ; fo that they were obliged to ufe fotne force to prevent his eating to excels on fuch 
an exigency. He talked to the fpe&ators with that eafe and tranquillity, as if only going 
to take a fhort journey. He anfwered to the exhortations without the leaft confufton : 
when he was ordered to kneel, he did fo. The prayers J Mu jr affcj of • devotion he alfo 
repeated word for word ; but all the time rollmc^^mfiWoutj like a Sportive child, 
wqofeweak age is diverted by trifling obj &$»*' ‘ he behatVed till brought td the 
gibbet, where his .companion had been*,q^|i||f^^re him : ,<nordid he file# the leaf! 
alteration even in the awful moment . 1 to ’a > European. fo ftrange, 

Is no more than what is common among the Indians of thefe parts. i , f , 

This indifference with regard to death, or intrepidity, if wtte t»y >y (hews 

itfeif upon' many other occafions, particularly in the alacrity attd* ^olhtto^vith which 
they face th^mfelves before a bull, with no other view than for th& Wft to roil full at 
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him, and tofs him fo high in the air, that any other than an Indian would be killed 
by the fall. He however rifes without receiving any hurt, and is highly delighted with 
the vidory, as he calls it, over the bull ; though the victory feems to lie on the bull's 
fide. When they fight in a body agairjft others, they fall on, without any regard to 
fuperiority of numbers, or who drops, or is wounded of their party. An adion which 
in a civilized nation is counted the height of cqprage, is here merely the effect of barba- 
riftri and want of thought. They are very dextrous in haltering a bull at full fpeed ; 
and, as they fear no danger, attack him with what we fhould call great temerity. 
With the fame dexterity they hunt bears : and a fingle Indian, with only a horfe and 
his noofe, never fails of getting the better of all the cunning and rage of this furious 
animal. This noofe is made of cow hide, fo thin as not to be feized by the heart’s 
paws, and yet fo ftrong as not to be broken by the llruggles of the creature. On per- 
ceiving the bear, they immediately make towards him, whilft he fets up in order to 
feize the horfe. But the Indian being come within a proper diftance, throws the noofe 
about the creature’s neck : then, with furprifing celerity having taken two or three 
turns with the other end about the faddle, claps fpurs to his horfe : in the mean time 
the bear, unable to keep pace with the horfe, and ftruggling to clear himfelf of the 
noofe, is choaked. This is confidered as an achievement of admirable dexterity and 
bravery ; and may be frequently feen in the province of Alaufi, near the eaflem Cor- 
dillera, where thefe animals abound. 

A great part of the rufticity in the minds of the Indians rnufl be imputed to the want of 
culture ; for they, who in fome parts have enjoyed that advantage, are found to be no 
lefs rational than other men ; and if they do not attain to all the politenefs of civilized 
nations, they at leaft think properly. The Indians of the miffion of Paraguay are, 
among others, remarkable inftances of this ; where, by the zeal, addiefs, and exem- 
plary piety of the Jefirts, a regular well-governed republic of rational men has* been 
ellablilhed : and thgjjeople, from an ambulatory and favage manner of living, have 
been reduced to ordR" realon, and religion. One of the moll effcdual means for this 
was, 'the letting up fchools for inftr tiding the young Indicts in Spanilh, in which they 
alfo inltrud. their converts j and thofe who are obferved to be of a fuitable genius, are 
taught Latin. In all the villages of the millions are fchools for learning, not only to 
read and w rite, but alfo mechanic trades ; and the artificers here are not inferior to thofe 
of Europe. ’ Thefe Indians, in their cultoms and intellects, are a different fort of peo- 
ple from thofe before mentioned. They have a knowledge of things ; a clear difeem- 
ment of the turpitude of vice, and the amiablencfs of virtue ; and ad up to thefe fenti- 
ments : not that they have any natural advantage over the other : for I have obferved 
throughout this whole kingdom, that the Indians of its feveral province., -through which 
I travelled are alike. And thofe of Quito are not more deficient in their under {landings, 
tha» thofe of Valles or Lima : nor are thefe more a r ate or fagacious than the natives 
of Chifi and Arauco, 

Without going out of the province of Quito, we have a general inltance in confirma- 
tion of what | have adugneed. For all the Indians brought up to the Spanifh language 
are far more acute andlenfible than thofe who have fpent their lives in little villages j 
and their behaviour more conformable to the didates ct a rational creature. They are 
men Ofahilides and Ikill, and have diverted themfelyes of many of their errors. Whence 
they are # catted Lafimps, i. e. knowing men * and if they retain any of the culpable 
pra^jefe of'fbe fonfi .ft*, it- is, from the infedion of intercourfe, or from a miftakeu 
notion that tbCy Ihould keep them up as transmitted to them from their anceftors. 
Among thefe are chiefly diflinguilhed the barber-furgeons, who bleed w ith fuch dexte- " 
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rity, that in, the opinion ofMonf. de Juflieu and Monf. Seniergues, furgeons to the 
French academifts, they equal the. mod famous in Europe ; and their intercoutfe with 
pprfonsof a liberal education enlightens their undprftanding, fo that they diftinguilh 
themfelvesto great advantage among their countrymen. It feems to me unqueftionable, 
that if in villages care was taken to. inftrudt the Indians in Spanifh,. conformable to the 
laws of the Indies, befides other acquirements, this people would have the benefit of 
converting more frequently with the Spaniards, which would greatly improve their 
reafcn, and give them a knowledge of many things for \Shich they have no word in 
their language. Accordingly it is obferved that the Cholos (a name given to the 
Indian boys) becoming acquainted with the Spanifh language, improve fo much in 
knowledge, that they look on their countrymen as favages, and take upon themfelves 
the appellation of Ladinos. 

I am very far from imagining that the Spanifh language itfelf has the virtue of im- 
proving the intellects of the Indians ; but only, that rational convcrfation with the 
Spaniards would lead them to a knowledge of many things : and confequently they 
might be brought to a greater purity of faith and practice. Whereas the converfation 
among themfelves mult be very low and confined : and what they have with the 
Spanifh traders who underftand their language, turns wholly on traffick. But if they 
underftood the Spanilh, they would daily receive new lights by converfing with 
travellers whom they attend, as well as from the inhabitants of the cities, their mailers, 
the priefts, the corregidors, and others ; and thus become more induftrious and trad- 
able, and acquainted with the nature of things of which before they had not fo much as 
anidea. 

Are not the differences and advantages evident among ourfelves, betwixt a young man 
whofe flock of learning is bis natural language, and him who is acquainted with others ? 
What a fuperiority of knowledge, difcernment, and facility in the latter ! Hence 
we may form fome idea, of the apjcdt flate of the human mincLamong rude country 
people, who cannot exchange a word with a ftranger, and n^pr dir out of their 
village : whereas, when any one happens to go to a neighbouring town, he returns 
home with enlarged knowledge, and entertains all the village with his narratives : but 
if he had not underftood the language fpoken in it, he would have been little fhe 
better, nor able to relate the ft range things he faw and heatd. This is the very cafe 
of the Indians ; and I am of opinion, that to teach them the Spanilh tongue would be 
the bell means of improving their reafon, and confequently .of making them better 
members of fociety : and that my fuperiors thought fo, appears from the ordinances re- 
lating to America. 

The Indians in general are robuft, and of a good conftitution. And though the 
venereal diftemper is fo common in this country, it is feldom known among them : 
the principal caufe of which unqueftionably lies in the quality of the juices of their body 
not being fufceptible of the venom of this diftemper. Many however attribute it to 
a quality in* the chicha, their common drink. The difeafe which ' makes the greateft 
havock among them is the fmall-pox: which is fp fatal that Jew efcape it. Accord- 
ingly it is looked upon in this country as a peftilence. This distemper is not continual 
as in other nations, feven or eight years, or more, palling without its being heard of } 
but when it prevails, tov/ns and villages are foon thinned of their i nhabitants . This 
defolation is owing, partly to the malignity of* the difeafe, and partly to. the want of 
phyfidans and nurfes. Accordingly, on being feized with this diftemper^ th)Sy imme- 
diately fend for the prieft to confefs ; and die for want of remedy and relief. 'The like 
happeiis in all other difteuipers; and were they frequent, would be ^equally; iatal, 
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thefe poor creatures dying for want of proper treatment and affiftance j as is evident 
from the Creoles, who are alfo attacked by the diftempers of the country^ Some of 
the latter indeed die ' as well as of the former ; but many more recover, having atten- 
dance ahd a proper diet : whereas the Indians are in want of every thing. What their 
hgufes and apparel ( are, has already been feen. Their bed is the fame in health and 
dSknefs; and all the change in their food is in the manner of taking it, not in the 
fpji&ies. itfelf n for, however ill they may be, all they have is a finall draught of machca 
dkfplved in chicha ; fo that,? if any one does get the better of a diftemper, it is more 
owing to the happinefs of his conftitution, than any relief he receives. 

They are alfo fubjeCt to the bicho, or mal del valle ; but this is foon cured. Some- 
times, though feldom, they are alfo feized with tabardillos, or fpotted fevers, for 
which they have an expeditious but Angular cure. They lay the patient near the fire, 
on the two lheep-lkins which compofe his bed ; and clofe by him place a jug of chicha. 
The heat of the fever, and that of the fire increafing the other, caufe in him fuch a 
thirft, that he is inceffantly drinking ; whereby the eruptions are’ augmented, and the 
next morning he is either in a fair way of recovery, or fo bad as to be carried off in 
a day or two. 

They who either efcape, or recover from, thefe diftempers, reach to an advanced 
age ; and both fexes afford many inftances of remarkable longevity. I myfelf have 
known feveral, who, at the age of a hundred, were ftill robuft and a&ive ; which 
unqueftionably muft, in fome meafure, be attributed to the conftant famenefs and 
fimplicity of their food. But I muft obferve, that, befides the different kinds already 
mentioned, they alfo eat a great deal of fait with agi, gathering the pods of it $ and 
having put fome fait in the mouth, they bite the agi, and afterwards eat fbme machca 
or camcha : and thus they continue taking one after another, till they are fatisfied. 
They are fo fond of fait in this manner of eating it, that they prefer a pod or two of agi 
with fome fait to any other food. * 

After this accounUfof the genius, cuftoms, and qualities of the Indians, it will not 
be improper to fpeak a word or two ’ of their diverfions and occupations, premifing, 
that this account does not extend to fuch Indians as live in cities and towns, or that 
occupy any public office or trade, they being looked upon as ufeful to the public, and 
live independently. Others in the kingdom’of Quito are employed in the manufactories, 
the plantations, or in breeding of cattle. In order to this, the villages are annually to 
fumifh thofe places with a number of Indians, to whom their mafter pays wages, as 
fettled by the equity of the King : and at the end of the year they return to their 
villages, and are replaced by others. This repartition is called Mita. And though 
thefe alterations fhould by order take place in the manufactories, yet it is not fo : for 
bring occupations of which none are capable but fuch as have been properly trained 
up, the Indian families, which are admitted, fettle rhere, and the fons are inftru&ed 
in weaving, from one generation to another. The earnings of thefe are larger than 
thofe of the other Indians, as their trade requires greater ikill and capacity. Befides 
the yearly wages paid them by thofe whom they lerve, they have alfo a quantity of 
land* and cattle given them , to improve. They live in cottages built near the manuon- 
houfe, fo that every one of thefe forms a kind of village ; fome of which : onfift of above 
an hundred and fifty families. 
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CHAP. hiftorical Account of the moji remarkable Mountains apd paramos, or 

Deferts , in the Cordilleras of the Andes ; the Rivers which have thcir Sources in theft 

Mountains , and the Methods of p offing them . 

I NOW come to the moft remarkable paramos, or deferts, of the kingdom of 
Quito, and the rivers flowing through that country, which, among many other natural 
curiofities, is peculiarly remarkable for the difpofition of the ground, and its prodigious 
maffes of (now, that exceed all comparifon. 

It has been before ' obferved, that all the dependencies of the jurifdi&ions of this 
province are fituated betwixt the two Cordilleras of the Andes ; and that the air is 
more or lefs cold according to the height of the mountains, and the ground more or 
lefs arid. Thefe arid trails are called Paramos, or deferts ; for though all the Cor. 
dilleras are dry or arid, fome of them are much more fo than others ; for the continual 
fnows and froft render them abfolutely uninhabitable, even by the beafts ; nor is there 
a iihgle plant to be found upon them. 

Some of thefe mountains, feemingly as it were founded on others, rife ( to a moft 
aftonilhing height, and are covered with fnow even to their fummits. The latter we 
fhall more particularly treat of, as they are the moft remarkable and curious objects. 

The paramo of Afuay, formed by the junction of the two Cordilleras, is not of this 
clafs ; for, though remarkable for its exceftive coldnefs and aridity, its height does not 
exceed that of the Cordilleras in general, and is much lower than that of Piehincho 
and Corazon. Its height is the degree of the climate, where a continual congelation 
or freezing commences ; and as the mountains exceed this height, fo are they perpe- 
tually covered with ice and fnow ; that from a determined point above Carabucu for 
inftance, or the furface of the feu,, the congelation is found at the fame height ip all 
the mountains. From barometrical experiments made at Pucaguayco, on the mountain 
Cotopaxi, the height of the mercury was 16 inches 54 lines;, whence we determined 
the height of that place to be 1023 toifes above the plain of Carabucu, and that of the 
latter above the fuperficics of the fea about 1268. Thus the height of Pucaguayco, 
above the furface of the lea, is 2291 toifes. The fignal which we placed on this 
mountain was thirty or forty toifes above the ice, or point^of continual congelation ; 
and the perpendicular height from the commencement of this point to the fummit of 
the mountain, we found, from fome geometrical obfervations made for that purpofe, 
to be about 880 toifes. Thus the fummit of Cotopaxi is elevated 3126 toifes above 
the furface of the fea, or fomething above three geographical miles ; and 639 toifes 
higher than the top of Pichincha. Thefe are mountains I intend to fpeak of ; and the 
height of them all, confidcring the greatnefs of it, may be faid to be nearly equal. 

In thefe Cordilleras, the moft fouthern mountain is that of Mecas, more properly 
called Sanguay, though in this country better known by the former, lying in the jurif- 
di&ion of the fame name. It is of ajprodigious height, and the far greateft Vp&t of 
the whole furface covered with fnow." From its fummit iflues a continual fife,. attended 
with explofions, which are plainly heard atPintac, a village belonging to the ju?ndi<9ipn 
of, Quito, and near forty leagues diftant from the mountain j and, when tfte wind is 
fair, the noife is heard even at Quito itfelf. The country adjacent to this volcano is 
totally barren, being covered with cinders ejd&ed by it. In this Pacamo, the river 
Sangay has its fource. This river cannot be laid to bd 

With another, called the Upano, forms the Payra, a large river which difeharges itfelf 
into the j#Iaranon. 

In 
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In the fame eaftem Cordillera, about fix leagues well of the town of Riobamba, is 
a very high mountain, with two crefts, and both of them covered with fnow ; that on 
the north is called Cdllanes, and that on the fouth Altar ; but the fpace cbvered With 
fnow is much lefs than that of Sangay and others of this clafs, its height being pro- 
portionally lefs. 

North of the lame town, and about feven leagues diflant, is the mountain of Tun- 
guragua, of a conical figure, and equally fteep on all fides. The ground, at its balls, 
is fomething lower than that of tha Cordillera, el’pccially on the north fide, where it 
feems to rife from the plain on which the villages are fnuated. On this fiJe, in a ftnall 
plain betwixt its lkirts and the Cordillera, has been built the village of Bannos, fo 
called from its hot medicinal baths, to which there is a great refort from all parts of 
this jurifdi&ion. South of Cuenca, and not far from another village, called Bannos 
alfo, belonging to this jurifdidion, are other hot waters on the fumrait of an eminence, 
gulhing out through feveral apertures of four or five inches diameter, and of a heat 
which hardens eggs fooucr than water boiling over the fire. Thele feveral ftreams 
unite and form a rivulet, the leones and banks of which are tinged with yellow, and 
the water is <rf a brackifh tafle. The upper part of this fmall eminence is full of 
crevices, through which iffues a continual finoke : a fuflicient indication of its contain- 
ing great quantities of fulphurous and nitrous fubflances. 

North of Riobamba, inclining fomc degrees to the well, is the mountain of Chim- 
borazo, by the fide of which lies the 'road from Quito’ to Guayaquil. At firfl; great 
numbers of the Spaniards perillicd in palling the vail and dangerous deferts on its decli- 
vity ; but being at prefent better acquainted with them, and inured to the climate, fuch 
misfortunes are feldom heard of; especially as very few take this road, unlefs there is 
the grcatcll appearance of tw*» or three days of calm and ferene weather. 

North of this mountain Hands that of Carguayrafo, which has been already taken 
notice of. 

North of Latacunga, and about five leagues diftant from it, is Cotopaxi, which, 
towards the north-welt and fouth, extends itlelf beyond all the others; and which, as 
I have before obferved, became a volcano at the time of the Spaniards firit arrival in 
this country. In 1 743, a new eruption happened, having been fome days preceded 
by a continual rumbling. in Its bowels. An aperture was made in its fummit, and 
three about the fame height near the middle of its declivity, at that time buried under 
prodigious mafles of fnow. The ignited fubltanccs ejected on that occafion, mixed 
with a prodigious quantity of icc and fnow, meltmg amidlt the flames, were carried 
down with fuch aftonifhing rapidity, that in an inftant the plain, from Callo* to Lata- 
cunga, was overflowed ; and, befides its ravages in bearing down houfes of the Indians 
and other poor, inhabitants, great numbers of people loll their lh e. . The river of 
Latacunga was the channel of this terrible Hood, till, being too ftnall for receiving fuch 
a prodigious current, it overflowed the adjacent country like a vaft lake near the town, 
and carried away all the buildings within its reach. The inhabitants retired to a fpot 
of higher ground behind their town, of which thofe parts which flood within the limits 
of the “current were totally deflroyed. The dread of Hill greater devaftations did not 
fubfide in three days, during which the volcano ejedled cinders,' hile torrents of 
melted ice and fnow poured down its fides. The fire lafted feveral days, and was 
accompanied with terrible roarings of. the wind rulhing through the volcano, and 
greatly exceeded the great rumblings before heard in its bowels. At lalt all was quiet, 
neither fire nor finoke were feen, nor was there any noife to be heard till the following 
year, 1 744 J when, in the month of May, the flames increafed, and forced their 
’* pafiage 
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paffage through feveral other parts on the Tides of the mountain ; fo that in clear nights, 
ttee flames being reflected by the tranfparent ice, formed a very grand and beautiful 
illumination. November the 3ot&, it ejected fuch prodigious quantities of Are and 
ignited fubftances, that an inundation equal to the former foon enfued ; fo that the 
inhabitants of Latacunga gave themfelves over for loft. And we opght to acknowledge 
the Divine prote&ion, that it did not rage when we vifited it, having occafion twice 
to continue fome time on its declivity, as we have already fhewn in the third chapter of 
the fifth book. ' * 

Five leagues to the weft of this mountain ftands that of Illinifa, whofe fummit is alfo 
bifid, and conftantly covered with fnow. From it feveral rivulets derive their fource ; 
of which thofe flowing from the northern declivity continue that dire&ion : as thofe 
from the fouthern fide alfo run fouthward. The latter pay their tribute to the northern 
ocean, through the large river of the Amazons ; while the former difeharge themfelves 
into the South Sea, by the river of Emeralds. 

North of Cotopaxi is another fnowy mountain called Chinculagua, foraething lefs 
than the former, though even that is not to be compared to the others. 

The mountain of Cayatnburo, which is one of the firft magnitude, lies north, fonn 
degrees eafterly, from Quito, at the diftance of about eleven leagues from that city. 
There is neither appearance nor tradition of its having ever been a volcano. Several 
rivers iffue from it, of which thofe from the weft and north run either into the river ol 
Emeralds or that of Mira, but all fall into the South Sea ; while thefe from the call dii 
charge themfelves into the river of the Amazons. 

Befides the torrents which precipitate themfelves from the fnowy mountains, others 
have their fource in the lower parts of the Cordilleras, and at their conflux form very 
large and noble rivers, which either pay the tribute to the north or fouth feas, as we 
(hall hereafter obferve. 

All the fprings iffuing from the* mountains II the neighbourhood of Cuenca, on the 
weft and fouth fide as far as Talqui, with thofe of the eaft^rn Cordillera, and north- 
ward as far as the Parama de Burgay, unite at about half a league eaftward of a chapel 
called Jadan, under the care of the curate of Paute, where forming a river, and palling 
near the village from which it has its name, difcharges itfelf into the river of the 
Amazons. It is fo deep at Paute as not to* be fordable, though very Mde there. 

From the mountains of Afuay, Bueran, and the adjacent hills on the fouth, is 
formed a very confiderable river, over which are feveral bridges. It is called Cannar, 
from that town being the only one in its courfe ; which it continues by Yocon to the 
bay of Guayaquil. 

The north parts of the Paramo of Afuay alfo gave rife to many ftreams, which, 
uniting with others coming from Mount Senegaulap, and the weftern fide of the 
eaftem Cordillera, form the river Alaufi, which difcharges itfelf into the fame bay. 

On the higheft part of the Paramo de Tioloma, and near the fignal otte eroded on 
this mountain for forming our feries of triangles, are four lakes, the three neareft it 
being lefs than the other, which is about hair a league in^ length, and called Coley $ 
and the others, which are not greatly inferior, Pichabinnac, PubiliU, and Ma&alian. 
From thefe is formed the river Cebadas, which runs near the village of that name, 
and is joined by another arifing from the fprings on the Paramo of Lalang uib, and 
the ftreams from the Colta lake, after which, inclining a little from rite norm towards 
the eaft, pafles by Pungala ; and about a league from the village of Pttni, *i$ joined 
vy the river Bamba, which has its fource in the Parambo of Sfapongo. Near the 

wn of Cobigics is another, which flows from the mountain of GiumborazO, and 

which 
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which, after directing its courfe north ward, till it is in an call and weft direction with 
the mountain of Tunguragna, it winds to the ealt, and adds its- water to thofe of the 
river of the Amazons. At i'he town of Penipe, it is fo deep and rapid as only to be 
eroded over a bridge made of bujucos. Alfo before it reaches the town of Los Bannos, 
it is increafed by the rivers Lutacunga and Bato, together with all the. dreams front 
both the Cordilleras, thofe front the fbuthorn fuintnit of Elenifa, and the fouthern fide 
of Ruminavi and Cotopaxi. 

The dreams fi owing from the north funtmit of Elenifa, I have already mentioned 
to run northward; and with thefe all from the fame Cordillera unite, together wiih 
thofe bluing from the north and weft fides of the mountain Ruminavi, thofe of Pa- 
fuchua ; and from this junction rifes the river Amaguanna. The two laft mountains 
Hand notch and fouth front each other, in an intermediate fpace of the Cordilleras. 
From ti>e north fide of Cotopaxi the Paramo of Chinchulagua, which is alfo covered 
with fiiovv, and the Cordillera de Guamani, other ftreams have their rife, and from 
their conflux is formed the river Ichubainba, which, running northward, joins the 
Amaguanna, a little to the north of Cono-Coto. Afterwards it receives the rivulets' 
bluing from the cafterrt Cordillera, and changes its name to that of Guayllabamba. 
The waters which have their fource in the weflorn part of Cayamburo, and the 
fouthern part of Moxanda, form another river called Pifque, which firft runs towards 
the weft, and joining the Guayllabamba, takes the name of Alchipichi, which, a little 
to the north of St. Antonio, in the jurifdiction of Quito, is fo broad and rapid, that 
there is no palling it but in a tarabita, width we fliall prcfently deferibe. From hence 
it continues its courfe northwards, and at laft falls into the river of Emeralds. 

The mountain of Majanda Hands in the interval between the Cordilleras ; and though 
it has only one fide as it were, it is divided into two fummits, one eafhvard and the 
other weftward ; and from both thefe runs a iinall Cordillera, which, aftenvards join- 
ing, inclofc this valley. 

From the fide of the mountain iifuc two large torrents, which meet in the lake of' 
St. Pablo : lrom whence flows a river, which, being joined by others from the fpringS 
of the weflcrn Cordillera, form one ftream, and after being increafed by' another 
brook front the heights oi Oezillo, give rile to the river which wafltes the town of 
St. Miguel de Ibarra ; alter which it takes die name of Mira, and difeharges itfelf into 
the South Sea, a little to the north of the river of Emeralds. 

When the rivers are too deep to be forded, bridges are made at the moft frequented 
places. Of thefe there are two kinds betides thofe of ftone, which are very few : the 
former of wood, which are the 1110ft common ; and the latter of buiucos. With re- 
gard to the firft, they choofe a place where the river is very narrow , and has on eacli 
fide high rocks* They confift of only four long beams laid clofe together over the 
precipice, and form a path about a yard and a half in ' readth, being juft fufficient for 
a man to pafs over on horfeback ; and cuftoin has rendered thefe bridges fo natural to 
them, that they pafs them without any apprehenfion. The fecond, or thofe'formed of 
bujucos, are only ufed where the breadth of the river will not admit of any beams to 
be laid acrofs. Innhe conftruction of thefe, feveral bujucos are twifted together, fo as 
to form a kind of large cable of the length required. Six of thefe arc carried from 
one fide of the river to the other, two of which are confiderably higher than the other 
four. On the latter are laid flicks in a.tranfverfe direction, and, over thefe, branches 
of trees, as a flooring ; the former are fattened to the four which form the bridge, and by 
that means ferve as rails for the fecurity of the pailenger, w ho would otherwife be in no 
finall danger from the continual ofcillation. The bejuco bridges in this country arc 
vol. xiv. ' 3 V * only 
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daly for men, the mules fwira over the rivers ; in order to which, when their loading 
is taken off, they are drove into the water near half a league above the bridge, that 
they nitty reach the oppofite Ihore near it, the rapidity of <the ftrearn carrying them fo 
great a difhmce. In the mean time, the Indians carry over the loading on their Ihoul- 
ders. Onfotne rivers of Peru theteaie bejuco bridges fo large, that droves of loaded 
mules pafs over them ; particularly the rivet Apurimac, which is the thoroughfare oi 
£11 the commerce carried on between Lima, Cufco, La Plata, and other parts to the 
fouthward. ‘ ^ , 

Some rivers, inftead of a bejuco bridge, are palled by means of a tarabita ; as is foe 
cafe with regard to that of Alchipichi. This machine ferves not only to carry over 
perfons and loads, but alfo the beafts tliemfelves ; the rapidity of the meant, and thee 
monftrous ftones continually rolling along it, rendering it impracticable for them t% 
fvrim over. • M 

The tarabita Is only a fmgle rope made of bejuco, or throng 9 of an ox’s hide, and 
confining of feveral ftrands, and about fix or eight inches in thicknds. .TJds rope s 
intended from one fide of the river to the other, faltened on each bank to ftfong 
polls. On one fide is a kind of wheel, or winch, to ftraighten or fiacken the tarabita 
to the degree required. From the tarabita hangs a kind of leathern hammock capa- 
ble of holding a man ; and is fufpended by a clue at each end. A rope is alio fallened 
* father clue, and extended to each fide of the river, for drawing fo* r hammock to the 
A pulh at its fir ft fetting oft* fends it quickly to tag ®foer fide ./' 1 
jot carrying over the mules, two tarabitls are necelfary, one for each fide of the 
river, and the ropes are much thicker and flacker. On this rope is only one clue, 
which is of wood, and by which the beaft is fufpended, being fecured with girts round 
the belly, neck, and legs. When this is performed, the creature is Ihoved off, and 
immediately landed on the oppofite fide. Such as are accuftomed to be carried over 
in this manner, never make the leaft motion, and even come of thentlelves to have 
the girts fallened round them ; but it is with great difficulty they are firlt brought to 
fuffer the girts to be put round their bodies, and when they find thernfelves fufpended, 
kick and fling, during their fhort palfage, in a moll terrible manner. The river ol 
Alchipichi may well excite terror in a young travelle. , being between thirty and forty 
fathoms from Ihore to Ihore ; and its perpendicular height, above the iurface of the 
water, twenty-five fathoms. 

The roads of this country are fuitable to the bridges ; for though there are large 
plains between Quito and the river Barnba, and the greateft part of the road between 
the river Bamba and Alaufi, and even to the north of that city, lies along the moun- 
tains, yet thefe are interrupted by fruitful breaches, the acclivities and declivity of 
which are not only of a great length and very troubleforae, 
fotne places, there is a neceffity for travelling along tra&s on 
tains, which are fometimes fo narrow as hardly to allow room 
part of its ,bt>dy, and that of the rider, bejnejMspendicular 
fathoms beneath the road. So that cest nothing b: 

[>no other road, and long cuftom, can* get tbehetmr 
■ foe perfon at the fight of foch immment dfn;” * ' 

CBS of travellers lofing their effafts, if not lives, 
on the fure foot of the mule. This danger is .indeed, 
by foe fecurity of the roads 4 fo that we fee here what 
can bdaftof, namely, Angle perfons trai 
I fiver* but equally fefe as if ftrongl J 
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in a defert, he lays him down, and fleeps without the lead: apprehenfion of danger. 
Or if he takes up his lodgings in a tambo, or inn, he fleeps with the fame fecurity, 
though the doors are always ppen : nor is he ever molefted on the road. This is a con- 
venience fo favourable to commerce and intercourfe, that it were greatly to be wiihed 
the fame fecurity could be eftablifhed in the other parts of the world. 


CHAP. VIII. — Oontmuation of the. Account of the Paramos , or Deferts ; •with an 
Account of the Bcajis , Birds, and other Particulars of this Province. 

TO conclude my obfervations on the Paramos, which it was neceffary to interrupt, 
in order to give a Ihort account of the rivers, bridges, and roads, I lhall obferve, that 
thefe parts not being of a height fufficient to expofe them to an eternal froft, they are 
covered with a kind of rulh rcfetnbling the genifta Hifpanica, but much more foft and 
flexible. It is about half or three quarters of a yard in height, and, when of its full 
magnitude, its colour is like that of dried genifta Hifpanica. But where the fnow 
remains fome time on the ground without melting, none of thefe plants growing in 
habitable climates are found. There are indeed others, though few, and even thefe 
never exceed a certain height. Above this trad, nothing is feen but Hones and land 
all the way up to the beginning of the ice. J 

In thefe parts, where the above rulh is tne principal produd, the foil is as little 
adapted to cultivation ; but produces a tree, which the inhabitants call Quinua!, the 
nature of which very well fuits the roughnefs of the climate. It is of middling height, 
tufted, and the timber ftrong ; its leaf of a long, oval form, thick, and of a deep green 
colour. Though it bears the fame name as the grain called Quinua, of which we have 
fpoken elfewhere, and which grows in great plenty, the latter is not, however, the 
produ&ion of this tree ; nor has the plant, on which it grows, any thing in common 
with it. # 

The climate proper for quinua is alfo adapted to the produce of a little plant, which 
the Indians call Palo de Luz. It is commonjy about the height of two feet, confifting 
of ftalks which grow out of the ground, and proceed from the fame root. Thefe 
Items are ftraight, and fmooth up to the top-, from which grow little branches with very 
fmall leaves. All of thefe nearly rife to the fame height, except the outer ones, which 
are of a Icfs fize : it is cut clofe to the ground, where it is about three lines in diameter ; 
and being kindled whilft green, gives a light equal to that of a torch, and, with care 
taken to fnuff it, lafts till the whole plant is burnt. 

In the fame place grows alfo the achupalla, confifting of fever'd ftalks, fomething 
refembling thole of the fabilla ; and as the new lhoot up, the molt outward grow old 
and dry, and form a kind of trunk, with a great number of horizontal leaves, hollow 
in the middle ; and this, when not very large, is eatable ft:e that of the palmitos. 

, Towards the extremity of the part where the rulh grows, and the cold begins to 
mcreafe, is found the vegetable called Puchugchu, with round leaves growing together 
fo-as to represent a very fmooth bulb, having nothing in them but the roots: and as 
tkA increafe, the outward cafe of leaves dilates into the form of a round loaf, ufually 
a foot Of two in height, and the fame in diameter : on this account, they are alfo called 
tnayea or Onions. When in their vigour, they are of fo hardy a nature, that a ftamp 
ndfo a rnaqXfiaot, or the tread of a mule, makes no impreflion on them ; but when 
thjW are eafily broken. In the middle ftate, betwixt the full llrength 
of tleif Kfixmce $C^the decay of their roots by age, they have an tlaftic quality, 

3 v a yielding 
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yielding with a tremulous motion to the preffure of the foot, and on its being taken off, 
recover their form. 

In the places where the puchugchu thrives belt, alfo, grows the canchalagua, the 
virtues of which are well known in Europe. The form of this is like a very thin rufli 
or ftraw ; bears no leaves, but has a few final! feeds at its extremity. It is medicinal, 
and particularly ufeful as a febrifuge; its fafic is bitter, which it eafily communicates 
cither by infufion or decotHon. In this country, it is chiefly ufed as a fweetener of the 
blood, though thought to be of a hot quality. -It grows in great quantities, and is 
found both among the puchugchu, and in other parts on the heath, where the cold is 
lofs intend*. 

Another plant, not lefs valuable for its virtues, and growing chiefly in thofe dreadful 
deferts where, either from the feverity of the cold or perpetual blows, or from the 
badnefs of the foil, nothing elfe is produced, is found the fo celebrated cnlaguala ; its 
height is about fix or eight inches, and naturally fpreads it fell' in thin items along the 
fand, or climbs up the rocks. Thefe branches, in their form, refemble the fibril of 
the roots of the other plants, being not above two or three lines in their greated tliick- 
nefs, round, and full of little knots, where they bend round like the tendrils of a vine. 
They have a thin pellicle of a loofe texture, which of itfclf feparates when the plant 
dries. The mod lingular virtue of this plant is for all kinds of impodhumes, internal 
or external, which it difeufles and heals in a very little time. The manner of admini- 
ftering it is by decoftion, of which a very little ferves ; or, after bruiting it, to infufe it 
in wine, and take it fading for three or four days, and no longer, its good effects in 
that time being ufually confpicuous ; and being extremely hot, it might prove perni- 
cious, if taken in greater quantity thau abfolutely neceflary ; for which reafou only, 
three or four pieces, each about an inch and a half in length, are ufed for the infufion, 
and with fuch fort of wine as will bed correct its birternefs. Though this excellent 
herb grows in mod of thofe frozen deferts, yet the bed is that in the fouthern province 
of Peru. The leaves are very finally and the few it bears grow contiguous to (he 
deni. 

The paramos, or barren heaths, likewise yield the contrayerva, which makes a part 
of the materia medica in Europe, and is confidered as an excellent alexipharmic. This 
is alfo a creeping plant, with a leaf, of about three or four inches in length, and a little 
more than one in breadth, thick, the back part of it exceeding foft to the touch, 
and of a deep green. The other fide is alfo finooth, but of a light green. On its 
detn grows a large bloflbm, confiding of many flowers inclining to a violet colour : 
but neither thefe nor the other flowers, which grow in great abundance in thefe coun- 
tries, according to its feveral climates, are much edeetned ; fo that, when wanted, the 
readied way is to fend and have them cut from the plant. 

Though the feverity of the air on the deferts is fuch, that all animals cannot live 
there, yet they afford many beads of venery, which feed on the draw or rufii peculiar 
to thofe parts ; and fome of thefe creatures are met with on the highed mountains, 
where the cold is intolerable to the human fpecies. Among the rufhes are bred great 
numbers of rabbits, and fome foxes, both which, in their appearance and qualities, 
refemble thofe of Carthagena and other parts of the Indies. 

The only birds known in thofe rigorous places are partridges, condors, and zumba- 
dores or hummers. The partridges differ fomething from thofe of Europe ; they 
nearly referable the quail, and are very fcarce. , 

The condor is the larged bird in thefe parts of the world ; its colour and appearance 
refemble thofe of the galinazos, and lbmetimcs it foars from the highed mountains fo 
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as to be almoft out of fight : and by its being feldom feen in low places, a fubtile air 
feems belt to agree with it ; though fome, which have been tamed when young, live 
in the villages and plantations. Like the galinazos, they are extremely carnivorous, 
and are known frequently to feize and fly away with lambs that feed on the heaths : of 
this I happened to, ice an inftance, in my way down from the figrial of Lalangulo to- 
ward the plantation of Pul, lying near the bottom of thofe mountains. Obferving, on 
a hill adjoining to that where I was, a flock of fheep in great confufion, 1 faw one of 
thefe condors flying upwards from it with a lamb betwixt its claws ; and, when at fome 
height, dropt it ; then, following it, took it up, and let it fall a fecond time, when it 
winged its way out of fight, for fear of the Indians, who, at the cries of the boys and 
barkings of the dogs, were running towards the place. 

In fome defer ts this bird is common ; and, as it preys on the flocks, the Indians are 
not wanting in their endeavours to catch them. One of the ways is, to kill a cow, or 
other bead, when of no further ufe, and to rub the flelh with the juice of fome potent 
herbs, which they afterwards carry away : for otherwife the bird, fenfible of them by 
natural inftinct, would not touch the flelh. Further, to take off the fmell, they bury 
the flefh till it becomes putrid, and then expofe it ; when the condors, allured by the 
fmell of the carcafe, haften and greedily feed on it, till the herbs operate fo as to ren- 
der them quite fenfclefs and incapable of motion : the Indians feize the opportunity, and 
deflroy them. They likewife catch them with fprings laid near fome flelh : but fuch is 
the forco of this bird, that, with a ftroke of its wing, it fometimes knocks down the 
man who approaches it. Their wing alfo ferves them as a fliield, by which they ward 
off blows, without receiving any hurt. 

The zumbador, or hummer, is a night bird, peculiar to the mountainous deferts ; 
and they are feldom feen, though frequently heard, both by the finging, and a ftrange 
humming made in the air by the rapidity of their f%ht, and which may be heard at the 
diflance of fifty toifes ; and when near, is louder than that of a rocket. Their finging 
may indeed be crflled a kind of cry, refembling that of night-birds. In moonlight 
nights, when they more frequently make their appearance, we have often watched to 
lee their fize and the celerity of their motion ; and though*they palled very near us, 
vve never were able to form any idea of their magnitude ; all that we could fee, was a 
white line which they formed in their flight through the air ; and this was plainly per- 
ceivable, when at no great diflance. We promifed the Indians a reward if they would 
procure us one ; but all they could do was to procure a young one, fcarce fledged, 
though it was then of the fize of a partridge, and all over fpeckled with dark and light 
brown ; the bill was proportionate and ftrait j the aperture of the noftrils much larger 
than ufual, the tail ftnall, and the wings of a proper fize for the body. According to 
our Indians, it 'is with the noftrils that it makes fuch a loud humming. This may, in 
fome meafure, contribute to it ; but the effect feems much too great for fuch an inftru* 
ment $ efpecially as at the time of the humming it alfo ules its voice. 

Among the valleys and plains formed by thefe mountains, are many mhrlhy places, 
occafioned by the great variety of finall ftreams of water ; and in thefe breed great 
numbers of a bird called Canclon, a name perfectly expreflive of its ’ > inner of fing- 
ing. It very much refembles the bandurria, though the fpecics be different : it exceeds 
the bignefs of a large goofe, has a long thick neck, and a head fomething refembling 
that bird. t The bill is ftraight and thick, and its legs and feet thick and ftrong. The 
outwaref feathers of the wing are of a dark brown, thofe of the infide of a pure white ; 
but the other parts of the body fpotted. At the meeting of the wings they have two 
fpurs, proje&ing to. the length of an inch and a half, as their defence. The male and 
female are infeparable, whether flying, or on the ground, where they moftly keep them- 
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felves, never taking flight except acrofs a valley, or. when purfued. The flefh eats very 
well, after being kept three or four days to lelfen its natural toughnefs. Thefe birds 
are alfo found in places lefs cold than the mountainous defcTts ; but here, indeed, they 
are fomething different, having on the forehead a kind of cartilaginous horn ; but both 
thefe and the other fpecies have a crell on their head. , 

The gardens of all kinds in the villages are much frequented by a bird very remark- 
able both for its finallnefs and the vivid colours of its feathers. It is generally called 
Picaflores, or flower-pecker, from its hovering oVer them, and fucking their juices 
without lacerating or fo much as difordering them. Its proper name is Ouinde, though 
it is alfo known by thofe of Rabilargo and Sifongero, and in England by that ol 
humming-bird. Its whole body, with its plumage, does not exceed the bignefs of a 
middle-fi zed nutmeg ; the tail is ufually near three times the length of the whole body, 
yet has but few feathers; its neck is fliort ; the head proportioned, with a very brifle 
eye ; the bill long and flender, white at the beginning and black at the end : the wings 
are alfo long and.narrow. Molt of the body is green, fpotted with yellow and blue. 
Some are higher coloured than others ; and all are variegated with llreaks, as it w'ere, 
of gold. Of this bird, alfo, there arc various fpecies, diflinguilhed by their fixe and 
colours. This is thought to be the dualled of all known birds ; the female lays but 
two eggs at a time, and thofe no bigger than peas. They build in trees, and the coarfell 
materials of their nelts arc the fined draws they can pick up. 

In the parts of this country, which are neither taken up by mountains nor forefls, only- 
tame animals are met with ; whence it is probable, that formerly its native fpecies were 
but very few ; molt of thefe having been introduced by the Spaniards, except the llama, 
to which the Indians added the name of runa, to denote an Indian Iheep, that bead be- 
ing now underdood by the runa-llama ; though, properly, llama is a general name im- 
porting bead, in oppofition to the human fpecies. This animal, in leveral particulars, 
refembles the camel : as in the lhape of its neck, head, and fome other parts ; but has 
no bunch, and is much fmaller ; cloven-footed, and different in colour : for though mod 
of them are brown, fome are white, others black, and others of diff erent colours : its pace 
refembles that of a camel,%nd its height equal to that of an afs betwixt an year and two 
old. The Indians ufe them as beads of carriage; and they anfvver very well for any 
load under a hundred weight. They chiefly abound in the jurifdi&ion of Riobamba, 
there being fcarce an Indian who has not one for carrying on his little traflick from one 
village to another. Anciently the Indians ufed to eat the flefh of them, and dill continue 
to make that ufe of thofe which are pad labour. Tin y Jay there is no difference be- 
twixt it and mutton, except that the former is fomething fweeter ; it is a very docile 
creature, and eafdy kept. Its whole defence is, to ejedt from its noffrils fome vifeofi- 
ties, which is faid to give the itch to any on which they fall ; fo that the Indians, who 
firmly believe this, are very cautious of provoking the llama. 

In thefouthern provinces of Peru, namely, in Cufco, La Pax, La Plata, and the adja- 
cent parts, are two other animals, not very different from the llama : thefe are the vicuna 
and the guanaco ; the only difference between them being, that the vicuna is fomething 
fmaller, its wool fhorter and finer, and brown all' over the body, except the belly, 
which is whitilh. The guanaco, on the contrary, is much larger, its wool long and 
harfh ; but the lhape of both is pretty near alike. Thefe lad are of great fervice in the 
mines, carrying mecals in fuch rugged roads as would be impracticable to any other 
bead. s * * . 

In thejfcoules is bred a creature called chucha ; but in the other fouthern provinces it 
is knowriHby the Indian name of muca-tnuca; it refembles a rat, but confiderably big- 
ger, with a long fnout, not unlike that of a hog j the feet and tail are exadtly the fame 
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as thofe of a rat, but the hair is longer and black. In the lower part of its belly, from 
the beginning of the ftomach to the natural orifice of the fex, runs a fort of bag, formed 
of two membranous (kins, which growing from the lower ribs, and joining in the mid- 
dle, follow the conformation of the belly, which they inclofe : in the middle of it is an 
aperture extending about two-thirds of its length, and which the creature opens and 
Ihuts at pleafure by means of mufcles, do ubtlefs formed by nature for this purpofe. 
After bringing forth her young, (he depofits them in this bag, and carries them as a 
fecond pregnancy till they are fit for weaning ; Ihe then relaxes the mufcles, and the 
young come out as a fecond brood. Monfieur de Juffieu and M. Seniergues, when at 
Quito, madetth experiment, at which Don George Juan and I w ere both prefent. The 
dam had been dead three days, and began to finell very difagreeably j the orifice of the 
bag remained Rill fliut, but the young ones we found full of life within, each with a 
teat in his mouth, from which, at the time we took them off, fotne finall drops of milk 
came out. The male I never faw : but was told that it was of the fame bignefs and 
fliape as the female, except the bag ; the telticles of this creature are of an enormous 
difproportion, being of the fize of a hen’s egg. It is a very fierce enemy to all tame 
birds, and does a great deal of damage in the maize fields. The Indians eat the flefli, 
and fay it is not at all difagreeable : but few Europeans have much veneration for their 
tafle or cookery. 


CHAP. IX. — Phenomena obferved in ihc mountainous Defcrts and other Parts of this 
Province. Hunting Matches. Dexterity of the American Horfcs. 

TO fhe before-mentioned particulars of the mountainous deferts, 1 lhall fubjoin the 
phenomena feen there, as fubjc&s equally meriting the curiofity of a rational reader. At 
iirlt we were greatly I’urprifed with two, on account of their novelty ; but frequent ob- 
fervations rendered them familiar. One we faw in Pambamarca on our firlt afeent 
thither ; it was a triple circular iris. At break of day the whole mountain was encom- 
palTed with very thick clouds, which the rifing of the fun difperfed fo far as to leave 
only fome vapours of a tenuity not cognizable by the fight : on the oppofite fide 
to that where the fun rofe, and about ten toifes dillant from the place where 
we W'ere Handing, we faw, as in a looking-glafs, the image of each of us, the 
head being as it were the centre of three concentric iris’s ; the lull or mod external 
colours of one touched the firlt of the following ; and at fome diftance from them all, 
was a fourth arch entirely white. Thefe were perpendicular to the horizon ; and as 
the perfon moved, the phenomenon moved alfo in the fame difpofition and order. But 
what was molt remarkable, though we were fix or feven together, every one faw the 
phenomenon with regard himfeif, and not that relating to others. The diameter of the 
arches gradually altered with the afeent of the fun above the horizon j and the pheno- 
menon itfelf, after continuing a long time, infenfibly vanished. In the beginning, the 
diameter of the inward iris, taken from its la.lt colour, was about five degrees and a 
half, and that of the white arch, which circumfcribed the others, not lefs than fixty-feven 
degrees. , At the beginning of the phenomenon, the arches feemed of an oval or ellipti- 
tical figure, like the dilkof the fun, and afterwards became perfectly cir- >.dar. Each of 
the lean; was of a red colour, bordered with an orange, and the lalt followed by a bright 
yellow, which degenerated into a Itraw colour ; and this turned to a green. But in all, 
the external colour remained red. 

On the mountains we alfo had frequently the pleafure of feeing arches formed by the 
light of the moon ; particularly one on the 4th of April 1 738, about eight at night, on 

the 
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the plain of Turubamba. But the moft Angular was one feen by Don George Juan, on 
the mountain of Quinoa-loma, on the 22c! of May 1739, at eight at night. Thefe 
arches were entirely white, without the mixture of any other colour, and formed along 
the Hope or fide of a mountain. That which Don George Juan faw conAfted of three 
arches, touching in the fame point : the diameter of the inner arch was fixty degrees ; 
and the breadth of the white mark, or delineation, took up a fpade of five degrees ; 
the two others were, in every relpeft, of the fame diinenfions. 

. The atmofphere, and the exhalations from the .foil, feem more adapted than in any 
other place for kindling the vapours ; ^meteors being here more frequent, and often very 
large, laft longer, and are nearer the earth, than the like phenomena feen In other parts. 
One of thefe inflammations, of a very extraordinary largenefs, was feen at Quito whilft 
we were there. I cannot exactly determine the date of its appearance, the paper on 
which I had wrote an account of it being loft, when I was taken by the Englifli : but 
the particulars, which 1 remember, are as follow : 

About nine at night, a globe of fire appeared to rife from the fide of Mount Pichin- 
cha ; and fo large, that it fpread a light all over the part of the city facing that moun- 
tain. The houfe where I lodged looking that way, I was furprized with an extraordi- 
nary light darting through the crevices of the window fliutters. On this appearance, 
and the buflle of the people in the ftreets, I haftened to the window, and came time 
enough to fee it in the middle of its career, which continued from weft to fouth, till i 
loft fight of it, being intercepted by the mountain of Panecillo, which lies in that quar- 
ter. It was round, and its apparent diameter about a foot. I faid that it feenied to rife 
from the Ades of Pichincha : for to judge from its courfe, it was behind that mountain 
where this congeries of inflammable matter was kindled. In the firft half of its vifible 
courfe, it emitted a prodigious effulgency, then gradually began to grow dim, fo that at 
its occultation behind the Panecillo, its light was very faint. 

I fhall conclude this chapter with an account of the manner of hunting, which is the 
only diverfion in the country, and in which they paflionately delight. Indeed the moft 
remarkable circumftance in it is the ardour and intrepidity of the hunters ; and which a 
ftranger, at firft, will naturally confider as mere rafhnefs, till he fees perfons of the 
greateft prudence, after having made one Angle trial, join in thefe parties, trufting en- 
tirely to their horfes ; fo that it is rather t© be termed a dextrous and manly exercife, 
and proves the fuperiority both of the riders and horfes to the moft celebrated in Europe ; 
and that the boafted fleetnefs of the latter is dullnefs, when compared to the celerity 
with which thofe of America run over mountains and precipices. 

The hunting is performed by a great number of people, who are divided into two 
claffes, one on horfeback, the other on foot, who are generally Indians. The bufinefs 
of the latter is, to roufe the beaft, and that of the others, to hunt it. They all, at 
break of day, repair to the place appointed, which is generally on the fummit of«the 
paramos. Every one brings his greyhound ; and the horfemen place themfelves on the 
higheft peaks, whilft thofe on foot range about the breaches, making a hideous noife in 
order to ftart the deer. Thus the company extend themfelves three or four leagues, 
or more, according to their numbers. On the ftarting of any game, the horfe which 
firft perceives it fets off ; and the rider, being unable to guide or ftop him, purfues the 
chace fometimes down fuch a fteep flope, that a man on foot, with the greateft care, 
could hardly keep his legs; from thence up, a dangerous afcent, or alongfide of a 
mountain, that a perfon, not ufed to this exercife, would think it much fafer to throw 
himfelf out of the laddie, than commit his life to the precipitate ardour of the horfe. 

.".thus 
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Thus they continue till they come up with the game, or till, after following it four or 
five leagues, the horfes tire. Thofe in the other ftations, on perceiving one horfe on 
its fpeed, -immediately (fart;* and thus the whole company are foon in motion; fome 
hadening to meet the bead, aJnd others following the chace ; fo that in fuch multitudes 
it is very feldom his good fortune to efcape. The horfes here do not wait for the riders 
to animate them ; they fet forward immediately on feeing another on full fpeed on a 
different mountain, or at the fhouts of the huntfmen, or cries of the dogs, though at 
ever fo great a didance, or even by obferving in a dog the lealt motion that he feents 
the game. One fuch circumdance is diffident for thefe horfes : and it then becomes 
prudence in the rider to give him his way, and at the fame time to let him feel the fpur 
to carry him over the precipices. But, at the fame time, let him be very attentive to 
keep the faddle; for on fuch declivities the lead negleCt throws the rider over the 
horie’s head : the confequence of which, either by the fell, or by being trampled upon, 
is generally fetal. Thefe horfes are called paramos, being backed and cxercifed in run- 
ning over fuch dangerous places. Their ufual pace is trotting. There is indeed another 
fpecies called aguilillas, equally remarkable for their fwiftnefs and fecurity. Though 
the aguilillas only pace, they equal the longed trot of the others : and fome of them are 
fo fleet, that no other horfe can match them even at full gallop. I once was mafler of 
one of this kind ; and which, though none of the racers, often carried me in twenty-nine 
minutes from Callao to Lima, which is two meafured leagues and a half, though not- 
withdanding great part of the road was very bad and dony ; and in twenty-eight or 
twenty-nine minutes brought me back again, without ever taking off the bridle. This 
I can affert from my own experience. Thefe horfes are very feldom known to gallop 
or trot ; and it is a very difficult matter even to bring them to it by teaching, though 
the trotting horfes foon come into pacing. The pace of the aguilillas is by lifting up 
the fore and hind leg of the fame fide at once ; but indead of putting the hinder foot 
in the place where the fore foot was, as is the ufual’ way of other pacing horfes, they 
advance it farther, equal to that on the contrary fide, or fomething beyond it ; that thus, 
in each motion, they advance twice the fpace of the common horfes. Bcfides, they are 
very quick in their motions, and remarkably eafy to the rider. 

Other horfes, not of this breed, are taught the feme manner of pacing, and perform 
it with eafe and expedition, as thofe in whoifi it is a natural quality : neither fpecies are 
handfome, but very gentle and docile ; full of fpirit and intrepidity. 


CHAP. X. — A Jhort Account of the many Silver and Gold Mines in the Province of 
Quito ; and the Method of extruding the Metal 

• 

THE chief riches of the kingdom of Peru, and tb? greated part of the Spanifli pof- 
feffions on the continent, being the mines, which fpread their ramifications through the 
whole 'extent of thefe countries; that province is judly accounted the mod valuable 
where* the mines are mod numerous, or at lead, where the greated quantity of ihetal is 
procured. The fertility of the foil, the exuberant harveds with whfkh the labourer’s 
toil is rewarded, Would lofe much of their advantage, had not the pfcv.ous contents in 
the bowels of the earth exercifed the ingenuity of the miner. The fertile paftures which 
fo richly 1 oov«- the country, are disregarded, if the dones upon trial are not found to 
afifwer the avidity Of the artifts : and the plentiful productions of the earth, which are 
in reality the mod excellent gifts of nature, for the fupport and comfort of human life, 
at% undervalued and flighted, unlefs the mountains contain rich veins of a fine filver, 
vol. xiv. 3 7. Thus* 
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Thus, contrary to the nature of things, the name of rich & beftowed'tsn that prpvrage 
where moft mines are worked, though fo entirely deftitufe of the other mote neeeflary 
produ&s, that the great number of people employed in the mines are under a neceiity 
of being fupplied from other parts : and thole province. 1 *, whofe paftures are covered 
with flocks and herds, whofe fields yield plentiful harvefts, and their trees bend beneath 
rich fruits, under the fertilizing influence of a benign climate* but deftitute of mines, or 
forgotten through negleft, are looked upon as poor ; and indeed, except in the plentiful 
furface of the earth, piake no wealthy appearance/ This is the cafe here ; and the rea* 
fan of it is evident : thofe countries arc as ftaples for filver and gold, which arc taken 
from the bowels of the earth only to be fent into diftant nations with all poflible dili- 
gence, their native country being that where they make the leall ftay : and the fame 
practice is obferved to be carried on, no lefs eagerly, throughout every town and village 
m the Indies : for, as they cannot well do without European goods, the gold and filver 
of America mull be paid in exchange for them. 

In a province where no mines are worked, the fertility of the foil, and goodnefs of 
its products are negle&ed ; for the fcarcity of money reduces them to fuch a low price, 
that the hulbandman, for want of an incentive to any alfiduous indultry, inftead of fow- 
ing and planting all he could, confults only what he may vend according to the common 
confumption, befides what is neceffary for the fupport of his family. And as the whole 
return of what he receives for his fruits and grain, even when he is fo fortunate as to 
export any, goes away again in exchange for European goods, the fcarcity pf money 
ftill continues, and he is fo poor as fometimes poffibfy to want even neceflaries. It is 
otherwife in provinces abounding with mines', for thefe being the obje&s of the atten- 
tion and labours of its inhabitants, there is a continual circulation of money. What is 
carried out, is replaced by that drawn from the mines. Nor are they even in want of 
European goods, or die produce qf the more fertile countries, plenty of traders from all 
parts referring to places near the mines, as the original feats of gold and filver. But 
that province where the richnefs of the mines and of the foil concenter, is doubtlefs 
preferable to thofe wheie nature has given only one of thefe advantages. Quito may 
juftly be claffed among the former, being that province which of all Peru is the moft 
fertile in grain and fruits; the moft populous, and epecially in Spaniards'; abounds 
moft in cattle ; has the moft manufactures^ and excels m them ; and in mines, if not 
the richeft, yet equal to any of the others, on which nature has poured out thefe her 
choice!! favours. But it feems as if nature, unwilling to diftinguifh this by an abfoiute 
happinefs, has denied it a fuitable concourfe of people, that it might not at once have a 
full enjoyment of all the benefits lavifhed on it, there being no reafon which can difcul- 
pate the inhabitants of* Quito in tl^ negleft of the mines. For though the number of 
them (fifoovered be very great, and afford a very probable conje&ure that the Cordil- 
leras njuft contain many more; yet very few are worked, particularly within fhefe 
jurifdi&ions. Thus the riches of the country lie buried, and without them the fertility 
of the foil 'cannot fupply their want ; fo as to fpread through the province an opulence 
like that obfervable in the other provinces of Peru, where, by the circulation of filver, 
there is an unjverfal appearance of affluence, gaiety, and fplendour. 

, Of the great number of mines within the province of Quito, fome were formerly 
Worked which at prefent are abandoned. The country then was fenfible of its advan- 
tage* remembrance of the general opulence of thofe times, resulting from the 

ricb^^titol'ppt of, the mines, ftill fubfifts. Not only the capital, but the tdwnri slnd 
very populous: arid many of its inhabitants were famous alt ovejr 
p^r^fyr ili^ T jprodigious wealth. The rich mines within the'juriftBCfcfon mf Mecas,. 
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were irrecoverably loft by a revolt of the Indians ; and in procefs of time the very 
remembrance of their iituation was obliterated. The mines of Zarutna have been 
atoffidoned, die art of working the ore being loft, for want of, a fufficicnt number of 
pibple to apply themfelves to « : and the feme decline is now feen all over the province. 
The fertility, as natural to the climate, ftill continues in all its plenty : but fcaite the 
fhadow of its former luftre and magnificence remains ; and that enormous wealth, in 
which it gloried is now no more. For if its products and manufactures bring in con- 
fiderable quantities of filver from Lima and Valles, all is expended on European goods j 
fo that, as I obferved, littjp of that gold and filver, fo common in the more foqthem 
provinces, is to be-fcen here. 

The only part of the province of Quito, which, under this unhappy change, preferves 
its ancient opulence, is the department within the government of Popayan^ which 
throughout abounds in gold mines, and great numbers of them are ftill worked. To 
gratify the curious, I fhall give an account of the principal, and the manner of working 
the gold ore ; as it is different from that ul’ed in the mines of Caxa j after which, I 
fhall mention the other mines known within that province. 

Every part of the jurifdiction of Popayan abounds in mines of gold ; and though in 
fome departments more are worked than in others, yet they all yield gold : and new 
mines are daily difeovered and worked ; which, under all the inclemencies of the air, 
in lome parts fills its towns with inhabitants. Among the. departments belonging to the 
province gf Quito, the richeft in gold are thofe of Cali, Buga, Almaguar, and Barba- 
coas, fome of its mines being always more or lefs worked; and with this fingular 
advantage in its gold, of never being mixed with any heterogeneous body ; confequently 
no mercury is requifite in extracting it. 

The gold mines in thefe parts are not Caxa mines, a£ thofe of -filver and many of 
gold are ; that is, they are not contained and confined as it were betwixt two natural 
walls : but the gold is found difperfed and mixed with the earth and gravel ; as fends 
are found mingled with earths of different fpecies. Thus the whole difficulty confifts in 
feparating the grains of gold from the earth ; and this is very eafily done, though other- 
wife it would be impracticable, by running conduits of water. This method is alfo 
equally neceffary in the Caxa mines, where the filver and gold are intimately united 
with other bodies, as, after having gone throtigh the operation of the quickfilver, which 
their quality renders indifpenfeble, it is wafhed in order to feparate the remaining filth. 
After tha’ laft operation the amalgama is pure, confifting entirely of quickfilver, and 
gold or filver, according to the fpecies which has been worked. 

The manner, throughout the whole jurifdiCtion of Popayan, for extracting the gold, 
is, to dig the ore out of the earth, and lay it in a large cocha, or reforvoir made for 
thaf purpofe; and when this is filled, water is conveyed into it through a conduit: 
they4hen vigoroufly ftir the whole, which foon turns to a mud, and the lighteft parts 
are conveyed away through another conduit, which ferves as a drain j and this work is 
continued till only the 'moft ponderous parts, as little ftones, fend, and the gold, remain 
at the bottom. The next part of the pj-ogrefs is, to go into the cocha with wooden 
buckets made for this purpofe, in which they take up the fediment ; t&en moving tfiem 
circularly and uniformly, at the fame time changing the waters, the left ■, jfidetous parts 
are feparated ; and at laft the gold remains at the bottom of the bucket, clear from all 
mixture. It is generally found in grains as fmall as thofe of fend ; and for that reafon 
called orrf en polvo j though fometimes pepitas, or feeds, are found among it, of differ-* 
ent fixes, but generally thcy run fmall. The water iffuing from this cocha is flopped 
an another .control! a -little beneath it,- and there undergoes a like operation; in order 
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and funk fo low, that though frequent fearcheshave been made after it, the vein could 
not be found. At laft, in the year 1743? a perion difeovered it by an accident of the 
fame nature that had deftroyci it ; a violent tempeft happened, during which, i torrent 
of water gufhed out through* the former ent rance of the mine. The perfon, ; inter- 
preting this accident as a providential indication, immediately undertook the working 
of it ; and it has fully anfwered his expectations. 

Within the jurifdi&ion of this province are many other mines, which appear to have 
been worked at different times, and* to have yielded a great quantity of metal. The 
nature of the country f erns belt adapted to gold mines ; though there are feveral filver 
veins, which appear; to be very rich, and accordingly ati account of them is entered in 
the feveral revenue offices, and in the records of the audience of Quito. Some have 
been lately worked, though with little encouragement ; of this number may be faid 
to be that of Guacaya, in the jurildiction of Zicchos, on the frontiers of Latacunga; 
and another likewife of filver, about two leagues from the former. Both were worked 
lbme time, but never beyond the furface of the earth, the undertakers not having a 
fufficicnt flock of their own to work them in form ; and the afliitance they folicifed was 
denied. The moll celebrated filver mine in all this diftrict* is that called Sarapullo, 
about eighteen leagues from the fame town of Zicchos. This alfo was opened, but 
difeontinued through the inftability of the undertaker, and the want of proper 
alii llance. 

In theDthcr jurifciiclion, as well as in that of Latacunga, are all the indications of rich 
mines, though the number of them difeovered is much lefs. The mountain of Pichinchais, 
by the inhabitants of Quito, thought to contain immenfe treafures ; and the grains of gold, 
found in the lands of the waters which iil'ue from it, greatly countenance the opinion ; 
though there is not the leaf! vellige all over the mountain, that formerly any mine was 
difeovered or worked there. But the latter is no ^reat obje&ion : as the difruptions 
caufed by {forms, or procefs of time, are fuch as fometimes might entirely choak them 
up, and cover them fo as to leave no traces of their exiflence ; and a fuitable diligence 
and care have not been ufed for the difeovery of any. Befides this mountain, its whole 
Cordillera, together with the eailern chain of Guamani, and many other equally 

abound with the like appearances of rich mines. * 

I11 the diftrifts of Otabalo, and the town of San Miguel de Ibarra, in the territories 
of the village of Cayambe, along the Tides and eminences of the vaft mountain Cayam- 
buro, arellill remaining fome monuments in confirmation of the traditiori, that, before 
the conquell, mines were worked there, which yielded a vaft qujantlt^ bf metal. 
Among feveral mountains near the village of Mira, filmed for their antient riches, is 
one called Pachon, from which an inhabitant of village is cqrtainly knoWflt to have 
collected, a few years ago, a vaft fortune. None of thefe are worked : $ particular, 
nothing ftrange to him who fees how the mines lately 4 ffcovae 4 ^re neglected, though 
their quality is fuflicicntly known. ^ ^ 

"The whole country of Pallaftanga, in the jurifdiction of the $£ Riobamba, 

is full of mines of gold and filver : and the whole jurifdidtion abounds Wtb tW*h to 
fuch a degree, that one perfon with whom I was acquainted in that jU&d w;^b, by 

his civilities to us and the French academicians, feemed to bsMp ar r ol iptablp tb his 
opulence, had entered, on his own account, at the mine officedf veins 

of gold^ and filver, and all of a good ^quality. The ore Of thefe by the 

miners called Negrillos, being affayed at Lima, in Certificate 

of Don Juan Antonio de la Mota Torres, that it pr<^**cetf of cheft 5 

a very aftowihing cfrcumftance, the ufu^l prodi ^ht or 
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flMfb )dm fifty quintals of ore. This is the cafe of 
s, VWrfch* ■ idte |fce e^ehee of carrying the ore to other places, in order 
ig refined, *Bd jrawj^eh arges, not only anfwei% them all at ten marks per 
tfte.fattllMMS very confiderable. There are likewife other mines 
benig a chell yields only five or fix marks of.filver, and in fome 

which yet fn* bear the expence of refining, being in a cheap country, 
numbers of people are willing to work for low wages. Befides the riches 
the mountains belohging to the junfdi&ion of Cuenca, though this refts 



'tradition, jfeveraJ mines have lately been difeovered and worked, 



requifite to reaff all the advantages they offer. One of thefe was 
at about fix-leagues from a plantation called Sul'na ; the owner 
intervals of rural labour, ufed to employ his Indians and Negroes 
ire, which he found to be very rich ; but for want of a fufficient 
this work, and at the fame time not neglect his plantation, ho never 
pom the mine that immenfe quantity of filver which its richnefs 
Jf worked in form. All that country is indeed fo full of mines, 
t^Mufirious turn in the minds of the inhabitants, they would be found in 
; jfehnefs to equal thofe which have proved the fources of fuch infinite wealth 
ttbm provinces of Peru ; but it is far otherwife. This fupinends is thought 

„ - to the great plenty ; and confiqucntly a low rate of all kinds of provifions : 

fbf* (fen inhabitants, having all they defire for little or nothing, cannot be prevailed on 
to^re in digging the 1 earth for gold ; whence the inhabitants of the cities and towns 
ar*:^iidered from acquiring laige fortunes, and confequendy encroafing them by 
to work more mines. Add to this the prejudice, or rather apprehenfion 
of the difficulties ; which are thought fo gi eat, that when a perfon exp refies his intui- 
tion of working in fome mine, othersfook upo-i him ns a man nummg headlong to his 
deft&iQion, and whorifks certain ndn for remote and uiKeftam hopes. They endea- 
vour therefoi e to divert him from his pui pofc , and fifyftfoy cannot iucceed in this, 
they fly from him as if they were afraid ldl he foouj$ Communicate the infeflh'on to 
them. 'ft'-'is not therefore ftrange that thefe mines, fo Jfcb in all appearand, fliouid 


be neglcfted, and no perfon found defirpus of re ap 
would doubdefs lelult from working them. 1 his occi 
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could not attain the complete poflefliou* of its riches, if to the mines of gold and filver, 
nature had not added thole materials which are neceffary in extracting the treafures 
they contain, and in the other Services of life : nor could this country be properly faid 
to be rich in mines, if it afforcucd only thofe of gold and filver; but nature, that then 
might be no deficiency in her gift, hath alfo furnifhed it with mines of azogue ^ 
filver, which are found in the font. hern extremity of the province, near a vijla^i’ pf 'the 
fame name belonging to the jurifdiction of Cuenca. Formerly the quickfilv^$a»; the 
gold and filver mines was fumifhed from hence: but this has been fuppreffed ; fo that 
at prefent only thofe of Guanca Velica are allowed to be worked : by which means a 
flop has been put toThofc frauds difeovered in the payments of the fifths ; the miners^ 
in/lead of applying to the mine offices within their department, or the principal ftaple, 
fupplying thernfelves with contraband mercury. And the end has been fully anfwered 
with regard to the revenue ; frauds being now much more difficult, and cohfequently lefs 
frequent, fince the quickfilver can be had only from one mine, than when feveral were 
open. But at the fame time it is certain, that this prohibition was the principal caufe 
of the decay of the filver mines in the province of l^uito : and had the been duly 
examined, many other remedies might have been found to prevent thj^ycjbsndeftine 
practices, befides an abfolure obftruftion to fo great a part of the riches of tMt *country f ; 

It is rhe opinion of fome naturalilts, and the marks of it are indeed very evideilt, 
that the ground on which the city of Cuenca ftands, is entirely an iron, mine, Its veins 
fhewing thernfelves in the chafms of fome breaches ; and the pieces taken out of the 
Houghs prove it beyond difpute, not only by their colour and weight, but by being 
attracted by the magnet, when reduced to finall pieces ; and many intelligent perfons 
in thefe fpecies of mines affirm, that it not only ks an iron-mine, but alfo of extreme 
richnefs ; though this has not been afeertained by experiment. 

It is alfo equally unqueftionablc, that, were it poifible to turn the induftry of the, 
inhabitants into this channel, mines of copper, tin, and lead, might alfo be difeovered, 
though no fuch thing is at prelent known. But it is natural to fuppofe, that, where 
there are fo many mines of the molt precious metals, thofe of copper and lead are not 
wanting. In the next chapter, I ffiall give fome account of other mines ; together with „ 
the quarries of curious ftone, and feveral ancient monuments of antiquity, thafnothing 
may be wanting towards the complete knowledge of this province, from which Spain 
derives fuch great advantages. , , 


CHAP. XI. — Monuments of ilk ancient Indians , in the Jurif diction of Quito . — AccoutU 
of the feveral Gems and Quarries found near that Ciiy . 

* 1 \ 

THE ancient inhabitants of Peru were far enough from carrying the fciences to any 
perfe&ion, before the conqueft of the country by the Spaniards. They were not del* 
tituie of all knowledge of them ; but it was fo faint and languid, that it was fa? from 
being fufficient for cultivating their minds. They had alfb fome glirranerigga,^ the 
mechanic arts ; but their fimplicity, or want of taile, was fo remarkable, ijH*t ? unlefs 
forced by abfolute neceflity, they never departed from the models, befij * oieha. The 
progrefs and improvements they made were owing to induftry, the common dire£txefs 
of mankind. A clofe application fupplietj the want of fcience. Hence, after a long 
feries of tithe, and exceffive labour, they raifed works, not fo totally void of art and 
beauty, but that fome particulars raife the admiration of an attentive ^je^atpr. Such 
for inftance, were fome of thofe ftru&ures, of which we have ftill 
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which, confidering the magnitude of the works! and the few tools they were mafters 
of, their contrivance and ingenuity are really admirable. And the work itfelf, though 
deffitute of European fymmetry, elegance, and difpofinon, is furprifmg, even in the 
very performance of it. I 

Thefe Indians railed works both for the' convenience and veneration of poiterify. 
With thefe the plains, eminences, or Idler mountains, are covered * like the Egyptians, 
they had an extreme paJlion for rendering their burial-places remarkable. If the latter 
ere£ted aflonifhing pyramids, in the centre ol which their embalmed bodies were de- 
pofitcd ; the Indians, having laid a body without burial in the place it was to reft in, 
environed it with Hones and bricks as a t#mb ; and the dependents, relations, and in- 
timate acquaintance of the deceafcd, threw fo much earth on it as to form a tumulus or 
eminence which they called Guaca. The figure of thefe is not preciicly pyramidical ; 
the Indians feeming rather to have affected the imitation of nature in mountains and 
eminences. Their ul'ual height is about eight or ten toifes, and their length betwixt 
twenty and twenty-live, and the breadth fomething lels ; though there are others much 
larger. I have already obferved, that thefe monuments are very common all over this 
country; but they arc molt numerous within the juriidiction of the town of Cayambe, 
its plains being, as it were, covered with them. 'The reafon of this is, that formerly 
here was one of their principal temples, which they imagined mult communicate a fa- 
cred quality to all the circumjacent country, and thence it was chofcn for the burial- 
place of the kings and caciques of Ouito ; and, in imitation of them, the paciques of 
all thefe villages were alfo interred there. 

The remarkable difference in the magnitude of thefe monuments feems m in- 
dicate, that the guacas were always fuitable to the character, dignity, or riches 
of the perfon interred ; as indeed the* great number of valfals under fome of the 
molt potent caciques, concurring to raife a guaca over his body, it mull certain- 
ly be confiderably larger than that of a private Indian, whofe guaca was railed 
only by his family and a few acquaintance : with them alfo were buried their furniture, 
and many of their inltruments, both ol gold, copper, Hone, and earth : and thefe now 
are Uw^bjects of the curiofity or avarice of the Spaniards inhabiting the country ; 
that many of them make it a great part of their bufmefs to break up thofc guacas, in 
expectation of finding fomething valuable*, and, milled by finding foine pieces of gold 
here and there, they f > devote themfelvcs to this fearch, as to fpend in it both their 
fubliance and time : though it mult be owned, that many, after a f*ng perfeverrmoc 
.under difappointments, have at length met with rich returns for all their labour and ex- 
pence. Two inltaiic.es of this kind happened while wd were in the country ; the iirll 
guaca had been opened near the village of Cayambe, in the plain of Pefillo, a little 
before our arrival at Quito ; and out of it were taken a confuierable, quantity of gold 
utenfils; fome of which we faw in the revenue-office, having been brought there as 
equivalents for the fifths. The fecond was more recently difeovered in the jurifdi&ion 
of Partus*, by a Dominican friar, who, from a turn of genius for antiquities, had laid 
out very large fums in this amufement ; and at lalt met with a guaca in which he is faid 
to have found great riches. This is certain, that he fent fome valuable pieces to 
the provincial of his order, and other perlons at Quito. The contents of molt of them 
con lilt only of the Ikeleton of the perfon interred ; the earthen velfels in which he ufed 
to drink chica, now called Guaqueros ; 1‘omq copper axes, looking-glaffes of the ynca- 
Hone, and things of that kind, being of little or no value, except for their*great anti- 
quity, and their being the works of a rude illiterate people. 


The 
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The manner of opening the guacas Is, to cut the lower part at right angles, the ver- 
tical and horizontal line meeting in the centre, where the corpfe and its furniture are 
found. 

The {lone mirrors taken out of the guacas are of two forts ; one of the ynca-ftone, 
and the other of th*' gallinazo-ftone : the former is not tranfparcnt, of a lead colour, 
but foft ; they are generally of a circular form, and one of the furfaces flat, with ail 
the fmoothnefs of a cry (lal looking-glafs ; the other oval and fomelhing fpherical, and 
the polifh not fo fine. They are of various fizes, but generally of three or four inches 
diameter, though 1 faw one of a foot and a half; its principal furface was con- 
cave, and greatly enlarged objects ; nor could its polifh be exceeded by the bell work- 
men among us. The great fault of this Hone is, its having feveral veins and flaws, 
which, bolides the difadrantage to the furface of the mirror, render it liable to be 
broken by any little accident. Many are inclined to think that it is not natural, bur 
artificial. There are, it mult indeed be owned, feme appearances of this, but not l'uf- 
ficient for conviction. Among the breaches in this country, fome quarries of them are 
found ; and quantities continue to be taken out, though no longer worked for the ufe 
the Indians made of them. This does not, however, abfolutely contradict the fufion 
of them, in order to heighten their quality, or call them into a regular form. 

The gallinazo-flone is extremely ‘hard, but as brittle as flint: it is fo called from its 
black colour, in allufion to che colour of the bird of that name, and is in fome meafure 
diaphanous. This the Indians worked equally on both fides, and reduced it into a cir- 
cular figure. On the upper part they drilled a hole for a firing to hang it by ; the 
furfaces were as frnooth as thofe of the former, and very exactly refleft objects. The 
mirrors made of this ftone were of different kinds, fome plain, fome concave, and others 
convex. I have feen them of all kinds : and, from the delicacy of the workmanfliip, 
one would have thought thofe people had been furnifljed with all kinds of inftruments, 
and completely {killed in optics. Some quarries of this ftone are likewife met with ; 
but they are entirely ncglcCled, though its tranfparency, colour, and hardnefs, befides 
its having no flaw's or veins, render it very beautiful. 

The copper axes of the Indians differ very little in their fliape from ou'fs ’/‘and it 
appears that thefe were the inftruments with which they performed mod of their works : 
for if not the only, they are the inoft common edge-tools found among them ; and the 
whole apparent difference betwixt thofe they ufe, confifts only in fize and fiiape : for 
though they all refemble an axe, the edge in fome is more circular than in others. 
Some have a concave edge, others a point on the oppofite fide, and a fluted handle. 
Thefe inftruments were not all of copper, fome having been found of gallinazo, and of 
another ftone famething rcfembling the flint, but lefs hard and pure. Of this ftone, 
and that of the gallinazo, are feveral points, fuppofed to have been heads of fpears, as 
thefe were their two chief inftruments or weapons : f ,r, had they ufed any other, fome 
would doubtlefs have been found among the infinite numbe** of guacas which have been 
opened. 

The guaqueros, or drinking-veflels, are of a very fine black earth : but the place 
where they were made is utterly unknown. They are round, and with a handle in the 
middle, the mouth on one fide, and on the other the head of an Indian, whofe features 
are fo naturally expreffed, that very few of our workmen could equal it. Others, 
though ol the fame form, are of a red earth. Befides which, there are found larger 
and 1 mallei' veffels of both kinds of earth ufed in making and keeping the chicha. 

Among the gold pieces are the nofe-jew’els, which in form refemble the foot of a 
chalice, and very little* lefs : thefe were appended to the feptum, which divides the two 
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noftrils. There are alfo found collars, bracelets, and ear-pendants, refembling the 
nofe-jewels : but all thefe are no thicker than paper : the idols, which are at full length, 
are every where hollow within ; and as they are all of one piece, without any mark 
of foldering, the method they ufed in making them is ,not eafily conceived. If it be 
faid that they were call, flill the difficulty remains how the mould could be of fuch a 
fragility as to be taken away without damaging works, which, in all their parts, are fo 
extremely thin. 

The maize has ever been the delight of the Indians ; for, befides being their food, 
their favourite liquor chiclu. was made of it; the Indian artifts therefore ufed to fhevt 
their ikiil in making ears of it in a kind of ve-y hard (tone ; and- fo perfect was the 
refemblauce, that they could hardly be diltiuguilhed by ihe eye from nature ; especially 
as the colour was imitated to the g: ented perfection ; lome represented the yellow 
maize, lomc the while ; and in others, the grains foemed as if fmoke-dried by the 
length of time they had been kept in their houfes. The molt furprifmg circumftance 
of the whole is, the manner of their working, which, when we coniider their want 
of mflruments, and wretched form of thofe they had, appears an inexplicable myftery : 
for either they worked with copper tools, a mettle little able to refill the hardnefs of 
Hones ; or, to give the nice polifli confpicuous on their works, other (tones muft have 
been ufed for tools. But the labour, time, and patience, requifue to make only a hole 
in the gallinazos, as was made in the mirrours ; and much more to give their furfaces 
fuch a fmoothnefs and polilh, that they are not to be diltinguilhed from the fineft glafs, 
muft have been prodigious. Thefe are works which the molt ingenious of our artifts 
would be extremely at a lofs to produce, if they were allowed only pieces of copper 
and (tones, without any other tools or materials. It is the greateft proof of the inge- 
nuity of thefe people, that by mere dint of genius, and unaffiflcd by information, they 
fhould attain to fuch contrivances and fuch a delicacy of workmanfhip. 

Yet all that we have faid is furpaflfed by the ingenuity of the Indians in working 
emeralds, with which they were fupplied from the coaft of Manta, and the countries 
dependent 011 the government of Atacames, Coaquis or Quaques. But thefe mines 
are no^rtitirely loft, very probably through negligence. Thefe curious emeralds arc 
found in the tombs of the Indians of Manta and Acatames : and arc, in beauty, fize, 
and hardnefs, fuperior to thofe found in the jurifdi£tion of Santa Fe ; but what chiefly 
raifes the admiration of the connoiffeur is, to find them worked, fome in fpherical, fome 
cylindrical, fome conical, and of various other figures ; and all with a perfect accuracy. 
But the unfurmountabie difficulty here is, to explain how they could work a (tone of 
fuch harc’nefs ; it being evident, that lteel and iron were utterly unknown to them. 
They pierced emeralds, and other gems, with all the delicacy of the prefent times, 
furnifhed with fo many tools : and the direction of the hole is alfo very obfervable ; in 
fome it pafl'es through the diameter ; in others, only to the centre of the (tone, and 
coming out at its circumference they formal triangles at a l'rnall diltance from one 
another : and thus the figure of the Itone, to give it relief, was varied with the direction 
of the holes. 

After this account of the guacas of thefe idolatrous nations, the cuftom which 
equally prevailed among the louthcrn nations of Peru, 1 proceed to their fuperb edifices, 
whether temples, palaces, or fonretles : and though thofe in the kingdom of Quito are 
not the molt (lately and magnificent, the court and refidence of the yncas having been 
in the province of Cufco ; yet foine of the former Jufficiently denote the grandeur of 
the Indians who then inhabited it, and their fondnefs for fuch edifices j intending as it 
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were to hide the rufticity of their archite&ure under richnefs and magnificence which 
they profufely beftowed on their edifices, whether of brick or ftone. 

The greateft part of one of thefe works is (till exifting, near the town of Cayambe, 
being a temple built of unbaked bricks. It ftands on an eminence of fome height ; 
its figure is perfectly circular, and its diameter eight toifes. Of this ftruCture nothing 
now remains but the walls, which are in good condition ; and about two toifes and a 
half in height, and four or five feet in thicknefs. The cement of the bricks is of the 
fame earth with that of which they tire made : and the hardnefs of them may be con- 
ceived, from remaining fo long in a good condition expofed to the injuries of weather, 
having no cover. 

Befides the ancient tradition that this ftru&ure was one of the temples of thofe times, 
the manner of its conftru&ion countenances fuch a conjefture : for its circular form, 
without any reparation in the infide, {hews it to have been a place of public refort, and 
not any habitation. The fmallnefs of the door renders it probable, that, though the 
yncas entered into their palaces in the chairs in which they were carried, as will be feen 
hereafter, this place they entered on foot, in token of veneration ; the dimenfions of 
the door not admitting of any other manner. And, as I have before obferved, that 
one of the principal temples was not far from hence, this was probably the very 
ftru&ure. 

At the extremity of the plain which runs northward from Latacunga, are ftill feen 
the walls -of a palace of the yncas of Quito ; and is Hill called by its ancient name 
Callo. At prefent it ferves for the manfion-houfe of a plantation belonging to the 
Auguftines at Quito. If it wants the beauty and grandeur which chara&erife the 
works of the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, and other nations verfed in the fine 
arts ; yet, if we make proper allowance for the rufticity of the Indians, and compare 
this with their other buildings, the dignity of the prince will be abundantly confpicuous, 
in the prodigious magnitude of the materials, and the magnificence of the ftru&ure. 
You enter it through a paffage five or fix toifes in length, leading into a court, round 
which are three fpacious faloons, filling the three other fides of its fquares. Each of 
thefe faloons has feveral compartments ; and behind that which faces the entnmee, are 
feveral fmall buildings, which feem to have been offices, except one $ and this, 
from the many divifions in it, was, in all probability, a menagerie. Though the prin- 
cipal parts ftill continue, the ancient work is fomething disfigured, dwellings having 
been lately built among them, and alterations made in the chief apartments. 

This palace is entirely of ftone, equal in hardnefs to flint ; and the colour almoil 
black. They are exceedingly well cut, and joined fo curioufly, that the point of a 
knife, or even fo*much as a piece of the fineft paper cannot be put betwixt them; fo 
that they only ftiew the walls to be of different ftones, and not one entire compofition, 
but no cement is perceivable. The ftones without are all of a convex figure, but at 
the entrance of the door are plane. But there is a vifibk inequality, both in the ftones 
and in their courfes, which gives a more Angular air to the work ; for a ffnall ftone is 
immediately followed by one large and ill-fquared, and that above is ipade to fit the 
inequalities of the other two, and at the fame time fill up all the interftices between the 
projections and irregularity of their faces ; and this in fuch perfection, that, whatfoever 
way they are viewed, all parts appear joined with the fame exa&nefs. The height of 
thefe walls is about two toifes and a» half, and about three or four feet in thicknefs. 
The doors are about two toifes high, and their breadth at the bottom about three or 
four feet, but run narrowingupwards, where the aperture is only two feet and a half*' 
The doors of the. palaces, where the yncas refided, were made of fuch a height, to 
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allow room for the chairs in which the monarch was carried on menVIHoulders into 
hisapartment, the only place in which his feet touched the ground. It is not known 
whether this or the other palaces of the yncas had any ftories, nor how they were 
roofed : for thofe we examined were either open, or had been roofed by the Spaniards : 
bat it is highly probable that they covered them with boards, # in the form of a 
terrace, that is, fupported by beams laid acrofs : for in the walls th*ere is nothing near 
the. ground that affords room for a conjecture, that they ever fupported any roofs : on 
this horizontal roof they contrived fome Hope for tarrying off the waters. The reaihn , 
of contracting their doors at the top was, that the lintel might be of one ftone ; for 
they had no idea either of arches or of key-ftones, as may be concluded from no luch 
.works occurring among all their edifices. 

About fifty toifes north of this palace, fronting its entrance, is a mountain, the more 
lingular as being in the midft of a plain : its height is betwixt twenty-five and thirty 
toifes, and fo exafitly, on every fide, formed with the conical rounduel’s of a fugar- 
loaf, that it feems to owe its form to induftry ; efpecially as the end of its Hope on all 
fides forms exaftly with the ground the fame angle in every part. And what feems 
to confirm this opinion is, that guacas, or maufoleums, of prodigious magnitude, were 
greatly affe&ed by the Indians in thofe times. Hence the common opinion, that it 
is artificial, and that the earth was taken out of the ‘breach north of it, where a little 
river runs, does not feem improbable. But this is no more than conjecture, not being 
founded on any evident proof. In all appearance this eminence, now called Pane- 
cillo de Callo, ferved as a watch tower, commanding an uninterrupted view of the 
country, in order to provide for the fafety of the prince on any fudden alarm of an 
mvafion, of which they were under continual apprehenfions, as will appear from the 
account of their fortrelfes. 

About two leagues north-eaft of the town of Atun-Canar, or great Canar, is a for- 
trefs or palace of the yncas. It is the molt entire, the largeft, and belt built in all the 
kingdom. Clofe by its entrance runs a little river, and the back part of it termi- 
nates in a high and thick wall at the Hope of a mountain. In the middle of it is a kind 
of oval Tower, about two toifes high from the ground within the fort, but without it 
rifes fix or eight above that of the hill. __ In the middle of the tower is a fquare 
of four walls ; which, on the fide facing the country, leave no paflage ; and all its 
angles touch the circumference of the oval. On the oppofite fide only, is a very nar- 
row pafs, anfwering to the inward part of the tower. In the middle of this fquare is 
an apartment of two fmall rooms, without any communication, and the doors of them 
oppofite to the lpace which feparates them. In the fides towards the country ate 
loop-holes ; and in-critical times it was made a court of guard. Fr<$m the outfide of 
this oval tower, a wall is extended on the left fide about forty toifes, and about 
twenty-five on the right ; this. wall was continued in a great number of irregular angles, 
and enclofed a large fpot of ground. It had only one entrance, which was in the fide 
oppofite to the tower, and facing the laft angle on the right near the rivulet. From 
this gate or entrance was a paffage, juft broad enough for two perfons to walk abreaft, 
and at the wall turned fhort off tpwards the tower, but always of the fame breadth. 
After this it winded towards the breach, and widened fo.as to form a parade before the 
tower. In thefe paffages, at the diftance of every two or three paces, one fees niches 
formed within the wall, like fentry-boxes ; and on the other fide two doors, which 
were entrances to the lame number of l'oldiers de logis, and feem to have fensed the 
corps e^ the garrifon for barracks. In the inner fquare, to the left of the tower, were. 
feveraJ apartments,; of which the height, difpofition, and doors, are a fufficient proof 
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that this torasonoe the Princj&’s palace* Ail the walls being full ofhdflows; refemblihg 
cupboards, lit which»''a* Bhwroe-'fe- the .two chambers of the tower, the niches, ana 
• along the paflatjes, *«fe'fl®he pegs, with a head betwixt fix and eight htelfes’lohg, 
and three or tour in diameter : the ufe of thefe probably was for hanging tip their 
arms. ' ‘ 

The whole main wall on the flope of the mountain, and defcending laterally frdtn 
the oval tower, is very thick, and the outfide perpendicular. Within is a large ram- 
part, and on it a parapet of an unufual height ; and though the rampart reached quite 
round the wall, there was Only one afcent to it, which was adjoining to the oval tower. 
The outward and inward walls are all of the fame kind of ftone, very hard and well- 
polilhecl : and difpofed like thofe of Callo. The apartments alfo were without ceiling 
or flooring, like thofe of the above-mentioned palace. 

At Pomalla&a, within the jurifdi&ion of the town of Guafuntos, are fome rudera 
of another fortrefs like the former : and it is a common opinion here, that there was a 
fubterraneous communication between thefe two fortifications; but this does not feera 
at all probable. For befides the diftance of fix leagues, the ground is very uneven^ 
and interrupted by fome of the fmaller branches of .the Cordilleras, breaches, and 
brooks. The inhabitants are, however, very tenacious of their opinion : and fome • 
affirm, that a few years before our arrival in the country, a perfon entered this fubter- 
raneous pafiage at the fort of Canar, but, his light going 6ut, he was obliged to return. 
They farther lay, that the entrance is within the fort at the foot of the tower, where 
indeed there is a final! low door, but now choaked up with earth ; and was doubtleis 
for fome ufe. But this does not imply that it led to the other fortrefs, as, befides a 
great quantity of lights, there mull alfo have been here and there vent-holes or fpiracles, 
which, confidering the mountains, is utterly impracticable. 

Many other walls and ruins are feen all over the country, both in the plains, on the 
fides of the hills, and on their fummits ; but molt in defert places, and without any 
veftige of a town or village near them ; and except thefe three, they are either of 
adoves or unknown ftone, without any arrangement. The more irregular are thought 
to be the works of Indians before they were reduced by the yncas : but thofe of Callo, 
and the other two fortreifes, by their fuptjrior fymmetry, fhew that they are of a 
later date, and built under the direction of the yncas, who applied themfelves with 
exemplary attention to promote neceflary arts throughout all their conquefts ; poffibly 
from this political view, that the people, fenftble or the happy change, might be the 
better fubje&s. All thefe retrains of antique edifices the Indians call Inca perca, the 
Yncas walls. 

Another Indian method of fortification, and of which there are ft: 11 fome remains, 
was, to dig three or four ranges of moats quite round the tops of fuch mountains, as, 
though high and fteep, were not fubjeft to frofis : and every one on the infide 
ftrengthened by a parapet, whence they could fafely anney the enemy. Thefe they 
called Pucuras; and within the laft range of moats they built barracks for the 
garrifon. Thefe kinds of forts were fo common, that one fcarce meets with a moun- 
tain without them. On the peaks of Pambamarca, are three or fb > $ and one of 
them on the place where we fixed our fignal for the meridian triangles. In like 
manner we. found them on almoft all the other mountains; and the outward moat of 
ckcumvaHation was above a league in extent. The breadth and depth of each was 
alike } but in refpeft of one another, there was not the fame uniformity, fome of them 
having a breadth of two • toifes and even more, and others not one; and the like: 
difference is obfervablfe in their depth. It was, however, their conftant care fo make 
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the inward bank at leaft three or four feet higher than the outward, to have the greater 
advantage over the affailants. 

The junction and polifh fo much admired in all the remaining (lone- works of the 
Indians, plainly (hew, that they made ufe of fome (tends to polim others, by rubbing 
them together ; it being highly improbable that they could bring them to fuch perfec- 
tion with the few and awkward tools they ufed : as for the working of iron, they were 
undoubtedly (hungers to it, there being many mines of that metal in this country, 
and not one of them with any marks of having ever been touched. And no iron was 
found among them at the arrival of the Spaniards. But, on they contrary, they (hewed 
an extreme fondnefs for any thing made of that metal. 

I have already mentioned the quarries, or mines, producing the two kinds of (lone 
of which the Indians made their mirrors ; and which were thole moll efteemed. There 
are likewife quarries of other (tones, which, in a country where gold and lilver mines 
do not abound, would be thought valuable. Of thefe one is in the plain of Talqui, 
fouth of Cuenca ; out of which are taken very large and beautiful blocks of white and 
very clear alabafter. Its only fault is its loftnefs : yet that is not fuch as to hinder a(l 
kinds of works from being made of it; or rather, its eafinefs contributes to their 
perfection : nor is there any danger of large flakes flying oil, which often fpoil an entire 
piece. The only quarries of this (tone are near Cuenca; but thofe of rock cryftal 
I have feen in many parts, from whence I have had fome very large, clear, and tranf- 
parent pieces, and of a remarkable hardnefs : but, as it is not efteemed here, no ufe 
is made of it ; fo that what is found is purely by accident. In the fame jurifdiCtion of 
Cuenca, and about two leagues north-weft of the city, not far from the villages of 
Racan and Saanfay, is a fmall mountain, entirely covered with flints ; moftly black, 
fome of a reddifh caft, and others whitilh. But, being ftrangers to the manner of 
cutting and filing them for fi rearms, the people make no ufe of them : and on fome 
occafions, flints, either for mulkets or piftols, have been fold at Cuenca, Quito, and 
all over the country, for two rials each ; but one is the common price of them, being 
brought from Europe. Confequently, as there is here a whole quarry of them, their 
exorbitant price is wholly owing to a want of induftry, as this would in a (hort time 
render them as expert at cutting flints as the Europeans. % 

After the mines of metals, and the quarries of large (tones, it would be improper to 
omit the gems found in this province. I have already obferved, that the jurifdiCtion 
of Atacatnes and Manta formerly abounded in emeralds of a fmenefs furpafling thofe 
of the mines of Santa Ke. Not a fmall number of them was deftroyed by an error of 
the firft Spaniards, who came hither, imagining that, if they were real gems, they 
would (land the ftroke of a hammer on an anvil. The lofs of the mines of Atacames, 
and the negled of many others of gold and filver, was in fome meaftire compenfated 
by the difeovery of feveral in the jurifdi&ion of Cuenca ; but which have been but 
little improved, though they exhibit the mod inviting figns of their great riches, 
namely, fragments of rubies ; and which, intelligent perlons fay, are very fine. Thefe 
are ufually found among the fands of a rapid river, not far from the village of Azogues. 
The Indians, and others, frequently make it their bufinefs to go and wa(h thofe fands, 
where they find fmall fparks, about the bignefs of a lentil, and fometimes larger; 
and it is not to be queftioned but thefe are wafhed away by the continual allifion of 
the water in its paffage along the mine. But the inhabitants, content with tips piddling 
work, do not trouble themfelves to trace the origin of the mine ; though there is all 
the appearance in the world that it would turn to very good account. I myfelf, when 

I was 



ulloa’s voyage to south America. 


55 1 

I was at that village, faw fome of thefe fparks in their natural date ; and both their 
colour and hardnefs fufficiently fhewed that they were of a very fine fort. 

Another kind of ftone is found in great plenty all over this country. It is of a fine 
green, and harder than alabafter, though not pellucid : but no more valued than any 
of the former ; except that a few toys or utenfils are made of it. 

Here are alfo forte mines of fulphur, and fome parts afford vitriol ; but no farther 
known than as Nature has placed them in view ; not only the improvement of them 
being entirely negledled, but fcarcely .any notice taken of thofe which lie on the furface 
of the ground ; either becaufe the inhabitants (land in no need of thofe minerals, or 
from their ftrong averfion to any thing that requires labour. 

North of Quito, betwixt two plantations, at the foot of mount Anlagua, one of 
which bears the fame name, and the other that of Courogal, runs a very large river, 
which petrifies any wood, leaves, &c. thrown into it. I have had whole branches thus 
petrified ; and the porofity of the ftcm, the fibres of the rind, even the fmalleft veins 
of the leaves, and the meander of its fibril, equally difcernable as when frefh cut 
from the tree. I have alfo had large pieces of timber petrified, which at firft fight ap- 
peared to be wood thoroughly dried ; no vifible alteration having been made in them, 
except in colour. 

With all thefe appearances, I cannot think that the wood, leaves, and the like, 
which are put into the river, are really turned into Hone of fuel) a hardnefs as that I 
experienced : but as the appearance is undeniable, I fhall offer an explanation of this fup- 
poied tranfmutation. 

It muff be obferved, that the rocks and all the parts which this river waffles, are 
covered with a cruft of hardnefs little inferior to that of the main rock ; and this in- 
creafes its volume, and dillinguiffies itfelf from the original rock, which is fomething 
vellowilh. The inference 1 would draw from hence is, that the water of the river 
is mixed with petrifying*, vifcid, and glutinous particles, wtiich adhere to the body 
they furround : and as by thdr extreme fubtility they infinuate themfelves through 
its pores, they fill the place of the fibres, which the water inlenfibly rots off and fepa- 
rates, till at length all that was leaf or wood gives way to that petrifying matter ^ which 
ftill retains the impreflion of the parts of the original, with its lcveral veins, fibres, and 
ramifications, l'or at the time ot its iniinuation, the ducts of the wood, or leaves, ferve 
for a kind of mould, by which it naturally takes the entire figure of the body into which 
it has obtruded itfelf. 

An obfervation 1 made with fome branches confirms me in this opinion : for, having 
opened them, I found fome leaves and bits of wood, which fnapped on breaking ; and 
the infide was as large as real Hone, the texture only remaining of ir c firft fubftance. 
Butin others, the parts confolidated by the ftony matter fnapped ; and the fibres, not 
having yet undergone a total corruption, retained the appearance of wood, though fome 
were more rotten and decayed than others. 1 had alio Ibine leaves, the furface of which 
Was only covered with a very fine lapideous tegument, bet within were entire leaves, 
except here and there a little mark of decay. 

It is to be obferved, that this matter much more eafily fattens on a^y corruptible 
fubftance, than on the more compact and folid, as (tones, and the lib : the reafon of 
which is, that in one it meets with pores, in which it fixes itfelf ; but tiaving no fuch 
hold on the harder bodies, it is loon waihed off by the agitation of the water ; that if 
now and then fuch crufts are feen on ltones, they never make any fenfible addition to 
their volume, though fome excrement is now conipicuous from the difference of the 
colour ; that of the petrified leaves, both within and without, is of a pale yellow j and 
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the fame prevails in the Hems : though in thefe always with a mixture of that of the 
wood itfelf when dry. 

Though all the jurifdi&ions of the kbgdom of Quito, from north to fouth, are not 
molefted by the vicinity of wild Indians, yet it is the misfortune of the governments of 
Quixos and Macas, Jean and Maynas, to be furrounded an,d intermixed with thofe bar- 
barians ; fo that, by only palling the eaftern Cordillera of the Andes, towards that 
part you ufually meet with them : and from fome parts of thofe eminences the fmoke 
of their cottages may be feen. This fight is molt frequently beheld from the moun- 
tain on the back of the town of Cayambe ; and all along to the northward, from the 
village of Mira, within the jurifdiction of the town of San Miguel di Ibarra. The 
fportfmen, when hunting on thofe hills, often fee the fmoke both on this fide and like- 
wife on the fame Cordillera, from the jurifdi&ion of Riobamba, to that of Cuenca. 
The village of Mira has often been furprifed with the fudden appearance of fome of 
thefe Indians j but they have as fuddenly turned back, and with the fame hafte they 
came. It is not uncommon for Indians of thefe jurifdi&ions, from a fondnefs for floth 
and licentioufnefs, to leave their houfes and go over to the favages ; as among them 
they may, without controul, follow their natural idolatry, and give themfelves up to 
drunkennefs and all manner of vice ; and, what they think a fupreme happinefs, be 
ferved and attended by women, whofe office it is to take care of and fupport them : all 
their occupation being hunting, whenever compelled by neceffity, or induced by a fud- 
den fit of induftry. Thus they live in a debasement of human nature ; without laws 
or religion j in the moll infamous brutality ; ftrangers to moderation j and without the. 
leaft controul or reftraint on their exceffes. 


PART II. 

ACCOUNT OF PERU AND CHILI. 


BOOK VII. 

Account of our Journey to Lima ; with a Defcription of the Towns and Settlements on the 

Road, and of the City of Lima. 


. CHAP. I. — Journey from Quito to Truxillo. 

T HE accidents to which human enterprizes and attempts are generally expofed, 
**• direft, with an inconftant but wonderful harmony, the feries of our a&ions and 
adventures, and introduce among them a great variety of alterations and changes. It is 
this variety which, in vegetation, embelliffies nature, and equally difplays the glory and 
wifdom of the Supreme Creator in the political' and rational world ; where we admire 
the furprifing diverfity of events, the infinity of human a&ions, and the different fchemes 
and confequences in politics, the fucceffive chain of which renders hiftory fo delightful, 
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and, to a refle&ing mind, fo inftruchlre. The inconftancy fo often feen in things the 
moll folid and liable, is generally one of the moft powerful obftacles to the advan- 
tages which might otherwife be derived from works of any duration. However great 
they are, either in reality, or ‘idea, the perfection of them is not only impeded by the 
viciffitudes of time, and the inconftancy of things, but they even decline, and fall into 
ruins : fome, through want of proper fupport and encouragement ; while others, from 
the mind being wearied out by delays, difficulties, and a thoufand embarraffments, are 
abandoned ; the imagination being no longer able to purfue its magnificent fcheme. * 

To meafure fornc, degrees of the meridian near the equator, the principal intention of 
our voyage, if confidered only in idea, and abltracledly from the difficulties which at- 
tended its execution, muft appear eafy, and as requiring no great length of time ; but 
experience convinced us, that a work of fuch importance to the improvement of fcience, 
and the intereft of all nations, was not to be performed without delays, difficulties, and 
dangers, which demanded attention, accuracy, and perfeverance. Befides the diffi- 
culties neccffarily attending the requifite accuracy of tliefe obfervations, the delays we 
were o';' : ged to make in order to take them in the moft favourable feafons, the inter- 
vening clouds, the Paramos, and difpofition of the ground, were fo many obftacles to 
our making any tolerable difpatch and thefe delays filled us with apprehenfions, that 
if any other accidents fhould happen, the whole defign would be rendered abortive, or 
at leaft, fuffer a long interruption. 

It has already been obferved, that while we were at Cuenca, finifliing our aftronomi- 
cal obfervations in that extremity of the arch of the meridian, we unexpectedly re- 
ceived a letter from the Marquis de Villa Garcia, viceroy of Peru, defiring us to come 
with all fpeed to his capital : any delay on our part might have been improper ; and we 
were folicitous not to merit an accufation of the leaft remifsnefs in His Majefty’s fervice. 
Thus we were under a neceffity of fufpending our obfervations for fome time * ; though 
all that remained was the fecond aftronomical obfervation, northward, where the feries 
of our triangles terminated. 

The occafion of this delay arofe from an account, received by the viceroy, that war 
being declared between Spain and England, the latter was fending a confiderable fleet 
on fome fecret defigns into thofe feas. Several precautions had been taken to defeat 
any attempt ; and the viceroy, being pleated to conceive that we might be of fome ufe 
to him in acquitting himfelf with honour on this occafion, committed to us the execu- 
tion of fome of his meafures ; giving us to underftand, that the choice he made of us, 
was the moft convincing proof.of the high opinion he entertained of our abilities ; and 
indeed our obligations were the greater, as the diftance of four hundred leagues had 
not obliterated us from his remembrance, of which he now gave us io honourable a 
proof. 

On the 24th of September 1 740, the viceroy’s letter was delivered to us, and we 
immediately repaired to Quito, in order to furnilh ourl’ehes with neceflaries for the 
journey. V 

Every thing being performed, we fet out from that \ ^oth of October, and 

determined to go by Guaranda and Guayaquil ; for, t\ road by land 

through Cuenca and Loja, yet the other feemed to us th& as, as the ways 

are neither fo bad, nor mules and other beads of carriagev o be met with. 

The long ftays in villages were here alfo' little to be appreht ch are frequently 

rendered neceflary in the other road by inundations, rivers, a ipices. 


VOL. XIV. 


* Book V. Chap. II. 
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On the 30th of O&ober we reached the Bodegas, or warehoufes, of Babayoho, where, 
taking a canoe, we went down the river to Gayaquil ; and embarking on board a fmall 
(hip bound for Puna, we anchored in that port November the 3d. At this place we 
hired a large balza, which brought us through the gulpft to Machala. For though the 
ufual route is by the Salto de Tumbez, we were obliged to alter our courfe, the pilot 
not being well acquainted with the entrance of a creek, through which you pafs to the 
Salta. 

• On the 5th, in the morning, our balza landed us on the coaft of Machala, from 
whence we travelled by land to the town, the diftance being about two fliort leagues. 
The next day we fent away our baggage in a large canoe to the Salto de Tumbez ; go- 
ing inyfelf in the fame canoe, being difabled by a fall the preceding day. Don George 
Juan, with the fervants, followed on horfeback : the whole country being level, is 
every where full of fait mar flies, and overflows at high-water, fo that the track is not 
fufficient for two to go abreaft. 

The Salto, where I arrived on the 7th at night, is a place which ferves as a kind of 
harbour for boats and fmall vcffcls. It is fituated at the head of fome creeks, " particu- 
larly that of the Jambeli, between fourteen and fixteen leagues from the coaft, but en- 
tirely deftitute of inhabitants, no frefli water being .found in any part of the adjacent 
country ; fo that it only ferves for landing goods configned to Tumbez, where they are 
carried on mules, kept there for this purpofc ; and in this its whole trade confifts. The 
Salto is uninhabited ; nor does it afi'ord the leaf! fhclter, all the goods brought thither 
being depofited in a fmall fquare ; and, as rain is feldom or ever known here, there is 
little danger of their receiving any damage before they are carried to Tumbez. 

Here, as along the fides of all the creeks, the inangrove-trees Hand very thick, with 
their roots and branches fo interwoven as to be abfolutely impenetrable ; though the 
fwarms of mufehitos are alone fufficient to difeourage any one from going among them. 
The only defence againfl thefe infetts is, to pitch a tent, till the beads are loaded, and 
you again move forward. The more inland parts, where the tides do not reach, arc 
covered with fo.efts of fmaller trees, and contain great quantities of deer ; but, at the 
fame time, are infefted with tiger? ; fo that, if the continual flinging of the mufehitos 
deprives travellers of their reft, it alfo provents their being furprifed by the tigers, of 
the fury of which there are many melancholy examples. 

On the 9th, in the morning, I arrived at the town of Tumbez, fituated feven leagues 
from the Salto ; the whole country through which the road lies is entirely waftc, part 
of it being overflowed by the tides, and the other part dead fands, which refleft the 
rays of the fun fo intenfely, as to render it neceflary, in general, to perform this jour- 
ney in the night ; for travelling feven leagues thither, and as many back, without either 
water or fodder, is much too laborious for the mules to undergo in the day-time. A 
drove of mules, therefore, never fets out from Tumbez for the Salto, till an account 
arrives, generally by one of the failors belonging to the veflel, of the goods being 
landed, and every thing in readinefs ; as it would otherwife be loft labour, it being im- 
pofiible that the mules fhould make any flay there. 

Don George Juan had reached Tumbez on the 8th, and, though he did every thing 
in his power to provide mules for continuing our journey, we were obliged to wait there 
fome time longer. Nor could we make any advantage of our flay here, except to ob- 
ferve the latitude, which we did on the ninth with a quadrant, and found* it to be 
3° 13' 16" fouth. 

Near Tumbez is a river of the fame name, which difeharges itfelf into the bay of 
Guayaquil, almoft oppofite to the ifiand of St. Clare. Barks, boats, balzas, and canoes, 
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may go up and down this river, beina three fathoms deep and twenty-five broad ; but it 
is dangerous going up it in the winter leafon, the impetuofity of its current being then 
increafed by torrents from the mountains. At a little diftance from the Cordillera, on 
one fide of the banks of the ri\;er, (lands the town of Tuinbez in a very fandy plain, in- 
terlperfed with fome fmall eminences. The town confifts only of feventy houfes, built 
of cane, and thatched, fcattered up and down without any order or fymmetry. In thefe 
houfes are about one hundred and fifty families of Meflizos, Indians, Mulattoes, and a 
few Spaniards. There are befides thefe other families living along the banks of the river, 
who having the conveniency of watering their grounds, continually employ themfelvcs 
in rural occupations: 

The heat isexceffive; nor have they h ere any rain for feveral years fucccffively; butv. : • 
it begins to fall, it continues during the winter. The whole country from the town . r 
Tumbez to Lima, contained between the foot of the Cordillera and the fea, is known i .• ./ 
the name of Valles, which we mention here, as it will often occur in the remaining parts 
of this narrative. 

Tumbez was the place where, in the year 1526, the Spaniards fird landed in thefe 
parts o( South America, under the command of Don Francifco Pizarro ; * and where he 
entered into feveral friendly conferences with the princes of the country, but valfals to 
the Yncas. If the Indians were furprized at the fight of the Spaniards, the latter were 
equally fo at the prodigious riches which they every where faw, and the largenefs of the 
palaces, cafiles, and temples ; of all of which, though built of (tone, no vefliges are now 
remaining. 

Along the delightful banks of this river, as far as the water is conveyed, maize, and 
all other fruits and vegetables that are natives of a hot climate, are produced in the 
greated plenty ; and in the more diftant parts, which are deftitute of this advantage, 
grows a kind of leguminous tree, called algarrobale, producing a bean, which ferves as 
food for all kinds of cattle. It refembles almoft that known in Spain by the name of 
Valencia ; its pod being about five or fix inches long, and only four lines broad, of a 
whitifli colour, intermixed with veins of a faint yellow. It proves a very drengthening 
food to beads of labour, and is ufed in fattening thole for the (laughter, which* hence 
acquire a tade remarkably delicious. 

On the 14th I arrived at the town of Piura,’ where I was obliged to wait fome time for 
Don George Juan, during which 1 entirely recovered from the indifpofition I before la- 
boured under from my fall. 

Here I experienced the efficacy of the Calaguala, which I happily found not to fall 
(hort of the great reputation it has acquired in feveral parts of Europe. 

From the town of Tumbez to the city of Piura is fixty-two leagues, which we per- 
formed in fifty-four hours, exclufive of thofe we reded ; fo that the mules, which always 
travel one condant pace, go fomething above a league an hour. To the town of Atno- 
tape, the only inhabited place in the whole road, is forty-eight leagues ; the remaining 
part is one continued defart. At leaving Tumbez, its river is eroded in bdlzas, after 
which, for about two leagues, the road lies through thickets of algarrobale, and other 
trees, at the end of which the road runs along the fea-coad to Mancora, twenty-four 
leagues from Tumbez. In order to travel this road, an opportunity at iow water mud 
be taken for eroding a place called Malpaffo, about fix leagues from Tumbez ; for 
being a hi^h deep rock, wafhed by the f=a during the flood, and the top of it impaflable 
from the many chafms and precipices, there is a neceflity of palling between the fea and 
its bads, which is about half a league in length : and this mud be done before the flood 
returns, which foon .covers this narrow way, though it is very fafe at low water. During 
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the remainder of this journey, it is equally neceffery to confult the tide ; for the whole 
country being fandv, the mules would, from thfeir finking fo deep in it, be tired the 
firft league or two. Accordingly travellers generally keep along the Ihore, which being 
walhed by the breaking of the waves, the land is more gompatt and firm, and confe- 
quently much eafxer to the bealls. During the winter, there runs through Mancora a 
finall rivulet of frelh water, to the great relief of the mules ; but in fummer the little 
remaining in its courle is fo brackilh, that nothing but abfolute neceffity can render it 
tolerable. The banks of this rivulet are fo fertile by its water, that it produces fuch 
numbers of large algarrobalcs, as to form a fhady foreft. 

From Mancora, the road for fourteen leagues runs between barren mountains, at 
fome diftance from the coaft, with very troublefome alcents and declivities, as far as the 
breach of Parinnas, where the fame cautions are to be obferved as at Mancora, and is 
the fecond ltage ; from whence the road lies over a fantly plain ten leagues in length, 
to the town of Amotape, and at fome diftance from the coaft. 

This town, which ftands in 4' 1 5 1 ' 43" fouth latitude, is an appendix to the parifh of 
Tumbez, belonging to its lieutenancy, and in the jurifdi&ion of Piura. The Joules are 
about thirty in number, and compofed of the fame materials with thole of Tumbez 
but the inhabitants are only Indians and JVleftizos. A quarter of a league from it is a 
river of the fame name, and whofe waters are of Rich prodigious ufe to the country, 
that it is every where cultivated, and divided into fields, producing plenty of the feveral 
grains, cfculent vegetables, and fruits, natural to a hot climate ; but like Tumbez, is 
infefled with mofehitos. T his river in fummer may be forded ; but in winter, when 
the torrents defeend from the mountains, it mult be eroded in a balza, the rapidity of 
its current being then confiderably increafcd. There is a lieceftity for palling it in 
going to Piura, and after this for about four leagues the road lies through woods of 
lofty algarrobalcs. Thefe woods terminate on a fandy plain, where even the molt ex- 
perienced drivers and Indians fometimes lofc their way, the wind levelling thofe hills of 
land which ferved as marks, and effacing all the tracks formerly made ; fo that in tra- 
velling this country, the only direction is the fun in the day-time, and the liars in the 
night ; # and the Indians being little acquainted with the fituation of thefe objects, are 
often bewildered, and expofed to the greateft hardlhips before they can again find their 
way. 

From what has been faid, the difficulties of travelling this road may be conceived. 
Befides, as far as Amotape, not only all kinds of provifions mull be carried, but even 
water, and the requililes for kindling a fire, unlefs your provifion confilts of cold meat. 
In this lalt ltage is a mine of cope, a kind of mineral tar, great quantities of which are 
carried to Callao, and other ports, being ufed in Ihips inftead of naphtha, but has the 
ill quality of burning the cordage ; its cheapnefs, however, induces them to ufe it mixed 
with naphtha. 

The city of Piura, which is at prefent the capital of its jurifditlion, was the firft Spanilh 
fettlement in Peru. It was founded in the year 1 531 by Don Francifco Pizarro, who 
alfo built the firft church in it. This city was originally called San Miguel de Piura, and 
ftood in the valley of Targafala, from whence, on account of the badnefs of the air, it 
was removed to its prefent fituation, which is on a fandy plain. The latitude of it is 
50 1 1' 1" fouth, and the variation of the needle we obferved to be 8° 13' eafterly. The 
houfes are cither of bricks dried in the fun, pr a kind of reeds called quinchas, and 
few of them have any ftory. Here the corregidor refides, whofe jurifdi&ion extends 
on one fide along Valles, and on the other among the mountains. Here is^an office for 
the royal revenue, under ah accountant or treafurer, who relieve each otfier every fix 
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months, one refiding at the port of Paita, and the other in this place: at the former 
for receiving the duties on imports lor goods landed there, and alfo for preventing a 
contraband trade ; and at the latter for receiving the revenues and merchandizes on 
goods configned from the mountains to Loja, or going from Tumbez to Lima. 

This city contains near fifteen hundred inhabitants ; and among thefe fome families 
of rank, befides other Spaniards, Meftizos, Indians, and Mulattoes. The climate is 
hot and very dry, rains being feldomer known here than at Tumbez : notwithftanding 
which it is very healthy. It has a rfver of great advantage to the inhabitants as well 
as the adjacent country, the foil of which is fandy, and therefore cafier penetrated by 
the water ; and being level, the water is conveyed to different parts by canals. But in 
the futnmer the river is abfolutely deflitute of water, the little which defeends from 
the mountains being abforbed before it reaches the city ; fo that the inhabitants have no 
other method of procuring water, but by digging wells in the bed of the river, the 
depth of which muff be proportioned to the length of time the drought has continued. 

Piura has an hofpital under the care of the Bethlemites ; and though patients af- 
flicted with all kinds of diffempers are admitted, it is particularly famous for the cure 
of the French xlifeale, which is not a little forwarded by the nature of the climate. 
Accordingly there is here a great refort of perfons infeeffed with that infamous dif- 
temper ; and are reftored to their 'former health by a lefs quantity of a fpecific than is 
ufed in other countries, and alfo with greater cafe and expedition. 

As the. whole territory of this jurifditffion within Valles produces only the algarroba, 
maize, cotton, grain, a few fruits and efculent vegetables, mod of the inhabitants 
apply themfelves to the breeding of goats, great numbers of which are continually 
fold for /laughter, and from their fat they make foap, for which they are fure of a good 
market at Lima, Quito, and Panama ; their fkins are dreffed into leather called Cor- 
dovan, and for which there is alfo a great demand aj the above cities. Another branch 
of its commerce is the Cabuya, or Pita, a kind of plant from whence a very fine and 
ftrong thread is made ; and which abounds in the mountainous parts of its jurifdiftion. 
Great advantages are alfo made from their mules; as all the goods font from Quito to 
Lima, and alfo thole coming from Spain, and landed at the port of Paita, cannot be 
forwarded to the places they are configned to but by the mules of this province ; and 
from the immenfe quantity of goods coming from all parts, fome idea may be formed 
of the number of beaffs employed in this trade, which continues more or lefs through- 
out the year, but is prodigious when the rivers are ffiallow. 

Don George Juan being arrived at Piura, every thing was got ready with the utmoft 
difpatch, and on the 21ft we continued our journey. The next day we reached the 
town of Sechura, ten leagues diftant from Piura, according to the time we were 
travelling it. The whole country between thefe two places is a level fandy defart. 

Though the badnefs and danger of the roads in Peru fcarce admit of any other 
method of travelling than on mules, yet from Piura to Lima there is a comeniency of 
going in litters. Thefe inftead of poles are fufpended on two large canes, like thofe of 
Guayaquil, and are hung in fuch a manner as not to touch the water in fording rivers, 
nor ffrike again!!; the rocks in the afeents or defeents of difficult roads 

As the mules hired at Piura perform the whole journey to Lima, without being relieved, 
and in this great diffancc, are many long defarts to be croffed, the natural fatigue of the 
dittance^ increafed by the fandinefs of, the roads, render fome intervals of reft abfo- 
lutely neceflary, efpecially at Sechura, becaufe on leaving that town we enter the great 
defart of the fame name. We tarried here two days ; .during which we obferved the 
latitude, and found it 5 0 32' 33^" S. 

The 
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The original fituation of this .town was contiguous to the fea, at a ftnall diftance 
from a point called Aguja ; but being deftroyea by an inundation, it was thought 
proper to build the prefent town of Sechura about a league diftance from the coaft, 
near a river of the fame name, and which is fubjeft to {he fame alterations as that of 
Piura ; for at the time we crofted it no water was to be feen ; whereas from the months 
of February or March till Auguft or September, its water is fo deep, and the current 
fo ftrong, as to be pafied only in balzas ; as we found in our fecond and third journey 
to Lima. When the river is dry, the inhabitants make ufe of the above-mentioned 
expedient of digging wells in its beds, where they indeed find water but very thick and 
brackilh. Sechura contains about two hundred houfes of cane, and a large and hand- 
fome brick church ; the inhabitants are all Indians, and confift of near four hundred 
families, who are all employed either as drivers of the mules or fifhermen. The houfes 
of all thefe towns are quite fimple; the walls confiding only of common canes and 
reeds, fixed a little way in the ground, with flat roofs of the fame materials, rain being 
hardly ever known here ; fo that they have fufficient light and air, both the rays of 
the fun and wind eafily find a pafi’agc. The Indian inhabitants of this place ufg. a dif- 
ferent language from that common in the other towns both of Quito and Peru ; and 
this is frequently the cafe in great part of Valles. Nor is it only their language which 
diftinguilhes them, but even their accent ; for befitles their enunciation, which is a 
kind of melancholy finging, they contract half of their laft words, as if they wanted 
breath to pronounce them. 

The drefs of the Indian women in thefe parts, confilts only of an anaco, like that 
of the women of Quito, except its being of fuch a length as to trail upon the ground. 
It is alfo much larger, but without fleeves, nor is it tied round them with a girdle. In 
walking they take it up a little, and hold it under their arms. Their head-drei's con- 
fifts of cotton cloth laced or embroidered with different colours ; but the widows wear 
black. The condition of every one may be known by their manner of drefling their 
hair, maids and widows dividing it into two plaited locks, one hanging on each 
fhoulder, whilft married women braid all their hair in one. They are very induf- 
trious, qnd ufually employed in weaving napkins of cotton and the like. The men 
drefs in the Spanilh manner ; and confequently wear ftioes ; but the women none. 
They are naturally haughty, of very good Underflandings, and differ in foine cuftoins 
from thofe of Quito. They are a proof of what has been obferved (Book VI. Chap. VI.) 
with regard to the great improvement they receive from a knowledge of the Spanifh lan- 
guage ; and accordingly it is fpoken here as fluently as their own. They have genius, and 
generally fucceed in whatever they apply themfelves to. ' They are neither fo fuper- 
ftitious, nor fo excellively given to vice as the others ; fo that except in their colour and 
other natural appearances, they may be faid to differ greatly from them-j and even in 
their propenfity to intemperance, and other popular cuftoms of the Indians, a certain 
moderation and love of order is confpicuous among thefe. But to avoid tedious repe- 
titions, I Ihall conclude with obferving, that all the Indians of Valles from Tumbez to 
Lima are induftrious, intelligent, and civilized beyond what is generally imagined. 

The towh of Sechura is the laft in the jurifdidion of Piura, and its inhabitants not 
only refufe to furnilh paflengers with mules, but alfo will not fuller any perfon of 
whatever rank, to continue his journey, without producing the corregidor’s pafiport. 
The intention of this ftrittnefs is to fupprefs all abufes in trade ; for there Being befides 
this road which leads to the defart, only one other called the Rodeo ; one of them 
muft be taken ; if that of the defart, mules muft be hired at Sechura for carrying 
water for the ufe of the loaded mules when they have performed half their journey. 

io ’ This 
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This waller is put into large callebaflles, or fkins, and for every four loaded mules one 
mule loaded with water is allowed, zmd alfo one for the two mules carrying the litter. 
When they travel on horfeback, the riders carry their water in large bags or wallets 
made for that purpofe ; and every one of the paffengers, whether in the litter or on 
horfeback, provides himfelf with what quantify he thinks fufficient, as during the 
whole journey notning is feen but land, and hills of it forfned by the wind, and here 
and there maffes of fait ; but neither fprig, herb, flower, or any other verdure. 

On the 24th we left Sechura, and crofled the defart, making only fome Ihort Hops 
for the eafe of our bealts, fo that we arrived the next day at five in the evening at the 
town of Morrope, twenty-eight or thirty leagues diltance from Sechura, though falfely 
computed more by the natives. The extent and uniform afped of this plain, together 
with the continual motion of the fand which foon effaces all tracks, often bewilders the 
moll experienced guides, who, however, Ihew their (kill in foon recovering the right 
way ; for which they make ufe of two expedients : firft, to obferve to keep the wind 
diredly in their face ; and the reverfe upon their return ; for the fouth winds being 
conflant here, this rule cannot deceive them : fecond, to take up a handful of fand at 
different diltances, and frnell to it ; for as the excrements of the mules impregnate the 
fand more or lefs, they determine which is the true road by the feent of it. Thofe who 
are not well acquainted with thefe parts, expofe ihemfelves to great danger, by Hopping to 
reft or lleep ; for when they again let forward, they find themfelves unable to *deter- 
mine the tight road ; and when they once have loft the true direction, it is a remarkable 
inltance of Providence if they do not perilh with fatigue or diitrefs, of which there are 
many melancholy inllances. 

The town of Morrope confifts of between feventy and eighty houfes, built like thofe 
in the preceding towns ; and contains about one hundred and fixty families, all Indians. 
Near it runs a river called Pozuelos, fubject to the fame changes as thofe above-men- 
tioned : though the lands bordering on its banks are cultivated, and adorned with trees. 
The inllinct of the bealts ul'ed to this road is really furprifing ; for even at the diltance 
of four leagues, they ftnell its water, and become fo impatient that it would be difficult 
to ftopthein: accordingly they purl'ue themfelves the Ihorteft road, and perform the 
remainder of the journey with remarkable cheerfulnels and difpatch. 

On the 26th we left Morrope, and arrived* at Lambayequc, four leagues from it: and 
being obliged to continue there all the 27th, we obferved its latitude, and found it 6° 
4 1 ' 17 " fouth. This place confifts of about one thoufand five hundred houfes, built 
fome of bricks, others of bajareques, the middle of the walls being of cane, and plaifter- 
ed over, both on the infide anil outfidc, with clay : the meaneft confift entirely of cane, 
and are the habitations of the Indians. The number of inhabitants amount to about 
three thoufand,- and among them, fome confiderable and opulent families; but the 
generality are poor Spaniards, Mulattoes, Mcltizos, and Indians. The parilh-church is 
built of ftone, large and beautiful, and the ornaments fplendid. It has four chapels 
called ramos, with an equal number of priefts, who take care of the fpirituAl concerns 
of the Indians, and alfo attend, by turns, on the other inhabitants. 

The rcafon why this town is fo populous is, that the families which formerly inhabited 
the city of Sana, on its being facked in 16.85, by Edward Davis, an Eng tiff adventurer, 
removed hither ; being under a farther neceffity of changing their dwelling from a hid- 
den inundation of the river of the fanmname, by which every thing that had efcaped 
•the ravages of the Englilh was deftroyed., It is the refidence of a corregidor, having 
under his juriluitlion, befides many other towns, that of Morrope. One of the two 
officers of the revenue appointed for Truxillo, refides here. k A river called JLambay- 

eque, 
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eque, walhes this place; which, when the waters are high, as they were when we 
arrived here, is croffed over a wooden bridge ; bikt at other times may be forded, and 
often is quite dry. 

The neighbourhood of Lambayeque, as far as the injiuftry of its inhabitants have 
improved it, by canals cut from the river, abounds in feveral kinds of vegetables and 
fruits ; fome of the fame kind with thofe known in Europe, and others of the Creole 
kind, being European fruits planted there, but which have undergone confiderable 
alterations from the climate. About ten leagues from it are efpaliers of vines, from the 
grapes of which they make wine, but neither fo good, nor in fuch plenty as in other 
parts of Peru. Many of the poor people here employ themfelves in works of cotton, 
as embroidered handkerchiefs, quilts, mantelets, and the like. 

On the 28th we left Lambayeque, and having palled through the town of Monfefu, 
about four or five leagues diftant from it, vve halted near the fea-coafl, at a place called 
Las Lagunas, or the Fens ; thefe contain frelh water left in them by the overflowings 
of the river Sana. On the 29th we forded the river Xcquetcpcque, leaving the town 
of that name at the di (lance of about a quarter of a league, and in the evening. arrived 
at the town of St. Pedro, twenty leagues from Lambayeque, and the laft place in its 
jurifdicrion. By obfervation we found its latitude to be 7 0 25' 49" fouth. 

St. Pedro confifts of about one hundred and thirty baxareque houfes, and is inha* 
bited by one hundred and twenty Indian families, thirty of whites and Meftizos, and 
twelve of Mulattoes. Here is a convent of Auguftincs, though it leldom confifts of 
above three perfons, the prior, the prieft of the town, and his curate. Its river is called 
Pacafmayo, and all its territories produce grain and fruits in abundance. A great part 
of the road from Lambayeque to St. Pedro, lies along the Ihore, not indeed at an equal, 
but never at a great diftance from it. 

On the 30th of November we palled through the town of Payjan, which is the firft 
in the jurifdi&ion of Truxillo, and on the firft of December we reached that of Cho- 
cope, thirteen or fourteen leagues diftant from Sr. Pedro. We found its latitude to be 
7 0 46' 40" fouth. The adjacent country being watered by the river called Chicama, 
diftribufed to it by canals, produces the greateft plenty of fugar canes, grapes, fruits of 
different kinds, both European and Creole : and particularly maize, which is the general 
grain ufed in all Valles. From the banks of the river Lambayeque to this place, fugar 
canes flourilh near all the other rivers, but none of them equal, either in goodnefs or 
quantity, thofe near the river Chicama. 

Chocope confifts of betwixt eighty and ninety baxareque houfes, covered with earth. 
The inhabitants, who are between fixty and feventy families, are chiefly Spaniards, with 
fome of the other cafts ; but not above twenty or twenty-five of Indians. Its church is 
built of bricks, and both large and decent. They report here, as Something very 
remarkable, that in the year 1726, there was a continual rain of forty nights, beginning 
conftantly at four or five in the evening, and ceafing at the fame hour next morning, 
the Iky being clear all the reft of the day. This unexpected event entirely ruined the 
houfes, and even the brick church, fo that only fome fragments of its walls remained. 
What greatly aftonifhed the inhabitants was, that during the whole time the foutherly 
winds not only continued the fame, but blew with fo much force, that they raifed the 
fand, though thoroughly wet. Two years after a like phenomenon was feen for about 
eleven or twelve days, but was not attended with the fame deftrudive violence as the 
former. Since which time nothing of this kind has happened, nor had any thing like 
it been remembered for many years before. 
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CHAP. II. — Our Arrival at Truxitlo ; a Defcription of that City , and the Continuance 

of our Journey to Lima. 

I 

WITHOUT ftaying any longer at Chocope than is ufual for refting the hearts, we 
continued our journey, and arrived at the city of Truxillo, eleven leagues diftant, and, 
according to our observations, in 8° 6 ' 3" fouth latitude. This city was built in the 
year 1 5 ,5, by Don Francifco Pizarro, in the valley of Chimo. Its fituation is pleafant, 
notwithstanding the fandy foil, the univerfal defeft of all the towns in Valles. ‘It is fur- 
rounded by a brick wall, and its circuit entitles it to be claffed among cities of the third 
order. It Hands about half a league from the fea, and two leagues to the northward of 
it is the port of Guanchaco, the channel of its maritime commerce. The houfes make 
a creditable appearance. The generality are of bricks, decorated with {lately balconies, 
and fuperb porticos ; but the other of baxareques. Both are howfever low, on account 
of the frequent earthquakes ; few have fo much as one ftory. The corregidor of the 
whole 'epartment refides in this city ; and alfo a bifliop (whofe diocefe begins at Tum- 
bez) with a chapter confiding of three dignitaries, namely, the dean, arch-deacon, and 
chanter ; four canons, and two prebendaries. Here is an office of revenue, conduced 
by an accomptant and treafurer ; one of whom, as I have already obferved, refides at 
Lambayeque. Convents of feveral orders are ertabliffied here ; a college of Jefuits, an 
hofpital of our Lady of Bethlehem, and two nunneries, one of the order of St. Clare, 
and the other of St. Terefa. 

The inhabitants confift of Spaniards, Indians, and all the other carts. Among the 
former are feveral very rich and dirtinguifhed families. All in general are very civil 
and friendly, and regular in their conduct. The women in their drefs and cuftoms 
follow nearly thofe of Lima, an account of which will be given in the fequel. Great 
number of chaifes are feen here, there not being a family of any credit without one ; as 
the fandy foil is very troublefome in walking. 

In this climate, there is a fenfible difference between winter and fummer, the former 
being attended with cold, and the latter with exceflive heat. The coulttry of this whole 
valley is extremely fruitful, abounding with /ugar canes, maize, fruits and garden ftuff j 
and with vineyards and olive yards. The parts of the country neareft the mountains 
produce wheat, barley, and other grain ; fo that the inhabitants enjoy not only a plenty 
of all kinds of provifions, but alfo make confiderable exports to Panama, efpecially of 
wheat and fugars. This remarkable fertility has been improved to the great embelhfli- 
ment of the country ; fo that the city is furrounded by feveral groves, and delightful 
walks of trees. The gardens alfo are well cultivated, and make a very beautiful 
appearance; which with a continual ferene Iky, prove not lefs agreeable to travellers 
than to the inhabitants. 

About a league from the city is a river, whofe waters are conduced by various canals, 
through this delightful country. We forded it on the 4th when we left Truxillo ; and 
on the 5th, after pafling through Moche, we came to Biru, ten leagues from Trux- 
illo. The pafs of the corregidor of Truxillo muft be produced '0 the alcalde of 
Moche, for without this, as before at Sechura, no perfon would be admitted to con- 
tinue his journey. ‘ 

^ Biru, which lies in 8° 24' 59" fouth latitude, confifts of fifty baxareque houfes, inha- 
bited by feventy families, of Spaniards, Indians, Mulattoes, and Meftizos. About half 
a league to the northward of it is a rivulet, from which are cut feveral trenches for 
watering the grounds. Accordingly the lands are equally fertile with thofe of Ttuxillo, 
vol. xiv. 4 c and 
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and the fame may be faid of the other fettlements jfarther tip the river* Thk place We 
left the fame day, travelling fomefimes along the more, fometimes at a league diftance 
from it. , ' 

On the 6th we halted in a defert place called Tambo d? Chao, and afterwards came 
to the banks of the river Santa; which having palfed by means of the Chimbadores, 
we entered the town of the fame name, which lies at about a quarter of a league from 
it, and fifteen from Biru. The road being chiefly over vaft fandy plains intercepted 
between two hills. r 

The river Santa, at the place where it is ufually forded, is near a quarter of a league 
in breadth, forming five principal ftreams, which run during the whole year with 
great rapidity. It is always forded, and for this purpofe perfons make it their bufinefs 
' to attend with very high horfes, trained up to ftem the current, which is always very 
ftrong. They are called Chimbadores ; and mud have an exaCt knowledge of the 
fords, in order to guide the loaded mules in their paffage, as otherwife the fording 
this river would be fcarce practicable, the floods often fluffing the beds of the river ; 
fo that even the Chimbadores themfelves are not always fafe ; for the fords, being 
fuddenly changed in one of the ftreams, they are carried out of their depth by the cur. 
rent, and irretrievably loft. During the winter feafon, in the mountains, it often fwells 
to fuch a height, as not to be forded for feveral days, and the paffengers are obliged 
to wait the fall of the waters, tfpecially if they have with them any goods ; for thofe 
who travel without baggage may, by going fix or eight leagues above the town, pafs 
over it on balzas made of calabalhes ; though even here not without danger, for if the 
balza happens to meet any ftrong current, it is fwept away by its rapidity, and carried 
into the fea. When we forded it, the waters were very low, notwithftanding which, we 
found, from three feveral experiments made on its banks, that the velocity of the cur- 
rent was thirty-five toifes in twenty-nine feconds and a half ; fo that the current runs 
4271 toifes, or a league and a half in an hour. This velocity does not indeed equal 
what M. de la Condamine mentions in the narrative of his voyage down the river Ma- 
ranon, or that of the Amazons, at the Pango, or ftrait of Manceriche. But doubtlefs 
when the river Santa is at its ufual height, it exceeds even the celerity of the Pango : 
at the time of making our obfervations, it was at its loweft. 

The latitude of the town of Santa Miria de la Parrilla, for fo it is called, we deter- 
mined by an obfervation of fome ftars, not having an opportunity of doing it by the 
fun, and found it 8 r ’ 57' 36" S. It was firft built on the fea coaft, from which it i6 
now fomething above half a league diftant. It was large, populous, the refidence of 
a corregidor, and had feveral convents. But in 1685, being pillaged and deftroyed 
by the above-mentioned Englilh adventurer, its inhabitants abandoned it, and fuch as 
were not able to remove to a place of greater fecurity, fettled in the place where it now 
Hands. The whole number of houfes in it at prefent does not exceed thirty *, and of 
thefe the bell are only of baxareque, and the others of ftraw. Tftefe houfes are 
inhabited with about fifty poor families confiding of Indians, Mulattoes and Meftizos. 

During our obfervations, we were entertained wit;h a fight of a large ignited exhala- 
tion, or globe of fire in the air, like that mentioned in tne firft volume of tins work, 
though not fo large, and lefs effulgent. Its direction was continued for a considerable 
time towards the weft, till having reached the fea coaft, it difappeared with an explofion 
like that of cannon. Thofe who had not feen jt were alarmed, and imaginin g it to be 
a cannon fired by fome Ihip arrived in the port, ran to arms, and haftened on norfeback 
the fhore, in order to oppofe the landing of the enemy. But finding all%det; ' they 
’d to the town, only leaving fome centinels to fend advice, if any d&g extraor- 
dinary 
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binary ihould happen. Thefe igneous phenomena are fo far from bong uncommon 
all over Valles, that they are feen at pH times of the night, and fomeof them remark- 
ably large, luminous, and continuing a confiderable time. 

This town and its neighbourhood are terribly infefted with mofchitos. There are 
indeed feme parts of the ye'ar when their numbers decreafe, and fometimes, though 
very feldom, none are to be feen : but they generally continue during the whole year. 
The country from Piura upwards is free from this troublefome infe&, except fome 
particular towns, fituated near rivets ; but they fwarm no where in fuch intolerable 
numbers as at Santa. 

Leaving this town on the 8th, we proceeded to Guaca-Tambo, a plantation fo called, 
eight leagues diftant from Santa $ and contiguous to it is the Tambo, an inn built by the 
Yncas for the ufe of travellers. It has a filed for the convenience of palfengers, and 
a rivulet running near it. 

On the 9th, we came to another plantation known by the name of Manchan, within 
a league of which we palled through a village called Cafma la Baxa, having a church, 
with not more than ten or twelve houfes. Half way betwixt this and Manchan is 
another rivulet. The latter plantation is about eight leagues diftant from the former. 
From Manchan on the 10th, we travelled over thofe ftony hills called the Culebras, 
extremely troublefome, particularly to the litters, and on the following day, being the 
nth, we entered Guarmey, fixteen leagues from Manchan ; and after travelling about 
three leagues further we reached the Pafcana, or refting place, ere&ed inftead of a 
Tambo or inn, and called the Tambo de Culebras. Ihe town of Guarmey is but 
fmall and inconfiderable, confilling only of forty houfes, and thefe no better tnan the 
preceding. They are inhabited by about feventy families, few of which are Spaniards. 
Its latitude is io' 3' 53" fouth. The corregidor has obtained leave to refide here conti- 
nually, probably to be free from the intolerable plague of the mofchitos at Santa, 
where formerly was his refidence. 

On the 13th we proceeded from hence to a place called Callejones, travelling over 
thirteen leagues of very bad road, being either fandy plains, or craggy eminences. 
Among the latter is one, not a little dangerous, called Salto del Frayle, or the Friar’s 
leap. It is an entire rock, very high, and towards the fea almoft perpendicular. 
There is however no other way, though the precipice cannot be viewed without horror ; 
and even the mules themfelves feem afraid of it by the great caution with which they 
take their fteps. On the following day we reached Guamanmayo, a hamlet at fome 
diftance from the river Barranca, and belonging to the town of Pativirca, about eight 
leagues from the Callejones.'* This town is the laft in the jurifdi&ion of Santa or 
Guarmey. 

Patavirca confifts only of fifty or fixty houfes, and a proportional number of inhabi- 
tants : among whom are fome Spanifh families, bv* very few Indians. Near the fea 
coaft, which is about three quarters of a league from Guamqmayo, are Hill remaining 
fome huge walls of unburnt bricks ; being the ruins of an antient Indian .ftrufture ; 
and its magnitude confirms the tradition of the natives, that it was one of the palaces 
of the antient caciques, or princes ; and doubtlefs its fituation is excellently adapted 
to that purpofe, having on one fide a moft fertile and delightful cdfn ..y, and on the 
other, the refreflung profpe£t of the fea. 

On the 15th we proceeded to the banks of the river Barranca, about a quarter of 
a league fliftant. We eafily forded it, Hinder the direction of Chimbadores. It was 
now very low, and divided into three branches, but bang full of ftones is always dan- 
gerous. About a .league further is the town of Barranca, where the jurifdittion of 
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Guaura begins. The town is populous, and many of its inhabitants, Spaniards, though 
the houfes do not exceed fixty or feventy. The £ame day we reached Guaura, which 
from Guamanmayo makes a diftance of nine leagues. 

This town confifts only of one Angle ftreet, about a quarter of a league in length, and 
contains about one hundred and fifty or two hundred houfes, forae of which are pf 
bricks, others of baxareques, befides a few Indian huts. . 

This town has a parim church, and a convent of Francifcans. Near it you paf6 by 
a plantation, extending above a league on each fide of the road, which is every where 
extremely delightful ; the country eaftward, as far as the eye can reach, being covered 
with fugar canes, and weftward divided into fields of corn, maize, and other fpecies 
of grain. Nor are thefe elegant improvements confined to the neighbourhood of the 
town, but the whole valley, which is very large, makes the fame beautiful appearance. 

At the louth end of the town of Guaura, Hands a large tower, with a gate, and 
over it a kind of redoubt. This tower is erected before a Hone bridge, under which 
runs Guaura river ; and fo near to the town that it walhes the foundations of the houfes, 
but without any damage, being a rock. From the river is a fuburb which extends 
above half a league, but the houfes are not contiguous to each other ; and the* groves 
and gardens with w'hich they are intermixed, render the road very pleafant. By a folar 
obfervadon, we found the latitude of Guaura to be i i° 3' 36" fouth. The Iky is clear, 
and the temperature of the air healthy and regular. For though it is not without a 
fenfible difference in the feafons, yet the cold of the winter, and the heats of fummer, 
are both eafily fupportable. 

In proceeding on our journey from Guarmey we met with a great many remains of 
the edifices of the Yncas. Some were the walls of palaces ; others, as it were large 
dykes by the fides of fpacious high-ways ; and others fhrtreffes, or callles, properly 
fituated for checking the inroads of enemies. One of the latter monuments Hands 
about two or three leagues north <5f Pativirca, not far from a river. It is the ruins of 
a fort, and fituated on the top of an eminence at a fmall diftance from the lea ; but 
the veftiges only of the walls are now remaining. 

From Guaura we came to the town of Chancay ; and though the diftance between 
this is reckoned only twelve leagues, we concluded, by the time we were travelling, 
it to be at leaft fourteen. From an obfervadon we found its latitude 1 1° 33' 4 7" S. The 
town confifts of about three hundred houfes, and Indian huts ; is very populous, and 
among other inhabitants can boaft of many Spanilh families, and fome of diftinguilhed 
rank. Befides its pariih church, here is a convent of the order of St. Francis, and 
an hofpital chiefly fupported by the benevolence of the* inhabitants. It is the capital 
of the jurifdi&ion of its name, and belongs to that of Guaura. The corregidor, whofe 
ufual refidence is at Chancay, appoints a deputy for Guaura. The adjacent country 
is naturally very fertile, and every where w'ell watered by canals cut from the river 
Paffamayo, which runs ^about a league and a half to the fouthward of the town. 
Thefe parts arc every where fowed with maize, for the purpofe of fattening hogs, in 
which article is carried on a very confiderable trade ; the city of Lima being furnifhed 
from hence. 

We left Chancay the 17th ; and after travelling a league beyond the river paffamayo. 
Which we forded, arrived at the tambo of the fame name, fituated at the foot of a 
mountain of fand, exceeding troublefome, both on account of its length, fteepnels, and 
$®culty in walking; fo that it is generally paffed in the night, the foil not icing then 
fb fatiguing. 
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From thence on the iSth we reached Tambo de Ynca, and after travelling twelve 
leagues from the town of Chancay, tore had at length the pleafure of entering the city 
of Lima. 

From the diftances carefully fet down during the whole courfe of the journey, it 
appears that from Tumbez to Piura is fixty-two leagues, from Piura to Truxillo eighty- 
nine, and from Truxillo to Lima one hundred and thirteen ; in all two hundred and 
fixty-four leagues. The greateft part of this long journey is generally performed by 
night; for the whole country being one continued fand, the refleftion of the fun*s 
rays is fo violent, that the mules would be overcome by the heat ; befides the want of 
water, herbage, and the like. Accordingly the road all along, is rather diftinguifhed 
by the bones of the mules which have funk under their burdens, than by any track 
orjpath. For notwithftanding they are continually palling and re-palling throughout 
tbwetholo year, the winds quickly efface all the prints of their feet. This country is alfo 
fo True, that when a fmall herb or fpring happens to be difcovered, it is a fure fign 
of being in the neighbourhood of houfes. For thefe ftand near rivers, the moifture of 
which .fertilizes thefe arid waftes, fo that they produce that verdure not to be feen in 
the uninhabited parts: as they are fuch merely from their being deftitute of water ; 
without which no creature can fubfiff, nor any lands be improved. 

In the towns we met with plenty of all neceffary provifions ; as flefh, fowl, bread, 
fruits, and wine ; all extremely good, and at a rcafonable price ; but the traveller is 
obliged to drcfs his meat himfelf, if he has not fervants of his own to do it for him ; 
for in the greateft parts of the towns he will not meet with any one inclinable to do 
him that piece of fervice, except in the larger cities where the mailers of inns fumilh 
the table. In the little towns, the inns, or rather lodgfog-houfes, afford nothing but 
fhelter; fo that travellers are not only put to the inconvenience of carrying water, 
wood and provifions, from one town to another, but alfo all kinds of kitchen utenlils. 
Befides tame fowl, pigeons, peacocks and geefe, which are to be purchafed in the 
meaneft towns, all cultivated parts of this country abound in turtle-doves, which live 
entirely on maize and the feeds of trees, and multiply exceedingly ; fo that fhooting 
them is the ufual diverfion of travellers while they continue in any town ; bu{ except 
thefe, and fome fpecies of fmall birds, no others are to be had during the whole jour- 
ney. On the other hand, no ravenous beafls, or venomous reptiles, are found here. 

The diftribution of waters by means of canals, which extend the benefit of the rivers 
to diftant parts of the country, owes its origin to the royal care and attention of the 
Yncas; who, among other marks of their zeal for promoting the happinefs of their 
fubje&s, taught them by this method, to procure from the earth, whatever was necef- 
fary cither for their fubfiftence, or pleafure. Among thefe rivers, many are entirely 
dry or very low, when the waters ceafe to flow from the mountains ; but others, as 
thofe of Santa Baranca, Guaura, and Paffumayo, Continue to run with a full llream 
during the greateft drought. *> 

The ufual time when the water begins to increafe in thele rivers is the beginning of 
January or February, and continues till June, which is the winter among the moun- 
tains ; and, on the contrary, the fummer in Valles ; in the former if rains, while in 
the latter the fun dafts a violent heat, and the fouth winds are fearefi idt. From June 
the waters begin to decreafe, and in November or December the rivers are at their 
loweft ebb, or quite dry ; and this is the winter fealon in Valles, and the fummer in 
the mouhtains. So remarkable a difference is there in the temperature of the air, 
though at fo fmall a diftance. 
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CHAP III. — Account of the City of fJma, the Capital of Peru. 

FORTUITOUS events may fometimes, by their happy confequences, be clafied 
among premeditated defigns. Such was the unforefeen caufe which called us to Peru ; 
for otherwife the hiftory of our voyage would have been deprived of a great many 
remarkable and inftru&ive particulars ; as our obfervations would have been limited 
to the province of Quito. But by this invitation -of the viceroy of Peru, we are now 
enabled to lead the reader into that large and luxuriant field, the fertile province of 
Lima, and the fplendid city of that name, fo juftly made the capital of Peru, and the 
queen of all the cities in South America. It will alfo appear that our work would have 
fullered a great imperfection, and the reader confequently difappointed in finding no 
account of thofe magnificent particulars, which his curiofity had doubtlefs promifed 
itfelf, from a defeription of this famous city, and an accurate knowledge of the capital 
province. Nor would it have been any fmall mortification to ourfelves, to have loft 
the opportunity of contemplating thofe noble obje&s, which fo greatly increpfe the 
value of our work, though already enriched with fuch aftronomical obfervations and 
nautical remarks, as we hope will prove agreeable to the intelligent reader. At the fame 
time it opens a method of extending our refearches into the other more diftant countries, 
for the farther utility and ornament of this voyage ; which, as it was founded on the molt 
noble principles, fhould be conducted and clofed with an uniform dignity. 

My defign however is not to reprefent Lima in its prefent fituation, as I fhould then, 
inftead of noble and magnificent obje&s, introduce the moft melancholy and (hock- 
ing feenes ; ruinated palaces, •Lurches, towers, and other {lately works of art, toge- 
ther with the inferior buildings of which this opulent city confifted, now thrown into 
ruin and confufion, by the tremendous earthquake of O&ober the 28th, 1746; the 
aifeCting account of which reached Europe with the fwiftnefs which ufually attends 
unfortunate advices, and concerning which, we (hall be more particular in another 
place. I (hall not therefore deferibe Lima, as wafted by this terrible convulfion of 
nature ; but as the emporium of this part of America, and endeavour to give the reader 
an idea of its former glory, magnificence, opulence, and other particulars which ren- 
dered it fo famous in the world, before it fuffered under this fatal cataftrophe ; the re- 
collection of which cannot fail of being painful to every lover of his country, and fevery 
perfon of humanity. 

The city of Lima, or as it is alfo called the city of the Rings, was, according to 
Garcilafo, in his hiftory of the Yncas, founded by Don Francifco Pizarro, on the 
feaftof the Epiphany, 1535; though others affirm that the firft flonc was not laid 
till the 1 8th of January that year } and the latter opinion is confirmed by the a&, or 
record of its foundation, ftill preferved in the archives of that city. It is fituated in 
the fpacious and delightful valley of Rimac, an Indian word, and the true name of the 
city itfelf, from a corrupt pronunciation of which word the Spaniards have derived 
Lima. Rimac is the name by which both the valley and the river are ftill called. 
Tins appellation is derived from an idol to which the nath e Indians ufed to offer facri- ' 
fice, as did alfo the Yncas, after they had extended their empire hither ; and as it 
was fuppofed to return anfwers to the prayers addreffed to it, they called it by way of 
diftin&ion Rimac, or, he who fpeaks. Lima, according to feveral obfervations we 
made for that purpofe, Hands in the latitude of' 12“ 2' 31" S. and its longitude from 
the meridianiof Teneriffe is 299 0 27' ji". The variation’ of the needle of' 9 0 a' 30" 
eafterly. 
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Its fituatum is on^'of the raoft advantageous that can be imagined ; for being in the 
centre of that fpacious valley, it commands the whole without any difficulty. North- 
ward, though at a confiderable diftance, is the Cordillera, or chain of the Andes ; 
from whence fome hills project into the valley, the neareft of which to the city are 
thofe of St. Chriftopher • and Amancaes. The perpendicular height of the former, 
according to a geometrical menfuration performed by Don George Juan, and M. de la 
Condamme in 1737, is one hundred and thirty-four toifes ; but Father Fevillee makes 
it one hundred and thirty-fix toifes and one foot, which difference, doubtlefs proceeds 
from not having meafured with equal exa&nefs, the bafe on which both founded their 
calculations. The height of the Amancaes, is little lefs than the former, and fituated 
about a quarter of a league from the city. 

The river, which is of the fame name, wafhes the walls of Lima, and when not in- 
creafed by the torrents from the mountains is cafily forded ; but at other times, befides 
the increafe of its breadth, its depth and rapidity render fording impoflible ; and ac- 
cordingly a very elegant and fpacious (lone bridge is built over it, having at one end 
a gate, {he beautiful archite&ure over which is equal to the other parts of this ufefui 
ftrudture. This gate^forms the entrance into the city, and leads to the grand fquare, 
which is very large and finely ornamented. In the centre is a fountain, equally re* 
markable for its grandeur and capacity. In the centre is a bronze ftatue of Fame, and 
on the angles are four fmali bafons. The water is ejedted through the trumpet of the 
ftatue, and.alfo through the mouths of eight lions which furround it, and greatly 
heighten the beauty of this work. The eaft fide of the fquare is filled by the cathedral 
and the archiepifcopal palace, whofe height lurpaffes the other buildings in the city. 
Its principal foundations, and the bafes of its columns and pilafters, together with the 
capital front which faces the weft, arc of freeftone ; the infide refeinbles that of Seville, 
but not fo large. The outfidc is adorned with a very piagnificent facade or frontifpiece, 
rifing into two lofty towers, and in the centre is the grand portal. Round the whole 
runs a grand gallery, with a baluftrade of wood, refembling brafs in colour, and at 
proper diftanccs are feveral pyramids, which greatly augment the magnificence of the 
ftrudture. In the north fide of the fquare is the viceroy’s palace, in which qre the 
feveral courts of juftice, together with the offices of revenue, and the ftate prifon. 
This was formerly a very remarkable buildfng, both with regard to its largenefs and 
architethirt, but the greateft part of it being thrown down by the dreadful earthquake 
with which the city was vifited, October 20th, 1687, it now confifts only of fome of 
the lower apartments eredted on a terras, and is ufed as the refidence of the viceroy and 
his family. 

On the weft fide which faces the cathedral, is the council-houfe, and the city prifon ; 
the fouth fide is 'filled with private houfes, having only one ftory ; but the fronts being 
of ftone, their uniformity, porticoes, and elegance, ate a great embellifhment to tile 
fquare, each fide of which is eighty toifes. 

The form of the city is triangular, the bafe, or longeft fide, extending along the 
banks of the river. Its length is 1920 toifes, or ^pcadtly two-thirds of a league. Its 
greateft breadth from north to fouth, that is, from the bridge to the angle oppofite to 
the bafe, is 1080 toifes, or two-fifths of a league. It is furrounded witn a brick wall, 
which anfwers its original intention, but is without any manner of regularity. This 
work was^begun and finiflied by the Duke de la Plata, in the year 1685. It is flanked 
with thitty-rour baftions, but without platforms or embrafures ; the intention of it 
being merely to inclofe the city, and render it capable of fuftaining any fudden attack 
of the Indians. It has’, in its Whole circumference, feven gates and three poftems. 

On 
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On the fide of the river oppofite to the city is a fuburb, called St. Lazaro, which 
has, within thefe few years, greatly increafed.i All the ftreets of this fuburb, like 
thofe of the city, are broad, ^parallel, or at right angles, fome running from north to 
fouth, and others from eaft to weft, forming fquares of houfes, each one hundred and 
fifty yards in front, the ufual dimenfions of all thefe quadras or fquares in this country, 
whereas thofe of Quito are only one hundred. The ftreets are pavtd, and along them 
run ftreams of water, conducted from the river a little above the city ; and being 
arched over contribute to its cleanlinefs, without' the leaft inconveniency. 

The houfes, though for the moft part low, are commodious, and make a good 
appearance. They are all of baxareque and quincha. They appear indeed to be com- 
pofed of more folid materials, both with regard to the thicknefs of the principal walls, 
and the imitation of cornices on them ; and that they may the better fupport themfelves 
under the fhocks of- earthquakes, of which this city has had fo many dreadful inftances, 
the principal parts are of wood, mortifed into the rafters of the roof, and thofe which 
ferve for walls are lined both within and without with wild canes, and chaglias or 
ofiers ; fo that the timber-work is totally enclofed. Thefe ofiers are plaiftered oyer with 
clay, and whitewafhed, but the fronts painted in imitation of free-ftone. They after- 
wards add cornices and porticos which arc alfo painted of a ftone colour. Thus the 
whole front impofes on the fight, and ftrangers fuppofe them to be built of thofe ma- 
terials which they only imitate. The roofs are flat, and covered only fo far as is 
neceffary to keep out the wind and intercept the rays of the fun. The pieces of timber, 
of which the roofs are formed, and which on the infide are decorated with elegant 
mouldings and other ornaments, are covered with clay to preferve them from the fun. 
This flender covering is fufficient, as no violent rains are ever known here. Thus the 
houfes are in lefs danger than if built of more compact materials ; for the whole build- 
ing yields to the motions of the earthquakes, and the foundations which are connected 
with the feverai parts of the building follow the fame motion ; and by that means are 
not fo eafily thrown down. ' 

The wild canes, which ferve for the inner parts of the walls, refemble in length and 
bignefy thofe known in Europe, but without any cavity. The wood of them is very 
folid, and little fubjeft to rot. The chaglla is alfo a kind of Ihrub growing wild 
in the forefts and on the banks of rivers. 'It is ftrong and flexible like the ofier. Thefe 
are the materials of which the houfes in all the towns of Valles mentionedrin the pre- 
ceding chapter, are built. 

Towards the eaft and weft parts of the city, but within the walls, are, a great many 
fruit and kitchen gardens ; and moft of the principal houfes have gardens for enter- 
tainment, being continually refrelhed with water by means of the canals. 

The whole city is divided into the five following parilhes : 1. Sagrario, which has 
three priefts. — 2. St. Ann, and 3. St. Sebaftian, each having two priefts. — 4. St. 
Marcelo, and 5. St. Lazaro, each of which has one prieft only. The parilh of the 
latter extends itfelf five leagues, namely, to the valley of Carabaillo, and to it belong 
the many large plantations in tha^fpace ; chapels are therefore eretted for celebrating 
mafs on days of precept, that the people may perform their duty without the fatigue 
and trouble of travelling to Lima. Here are alfo two chapels of eafe : that of St. 
Salvador, in the parilh of St. Ann ; and that of the Orphans, in the Sagrario. There 
is alfo in the Cercado, one of the quarters of the toWn, a parilh of Indians, under the 
care of the Jefuits. * * 

The convents here are very numerous j four Dominicans, viz. La Cafa, grande, 
Recolleccion de la Magdalena, the college of St. Thomas appropriated to literature, 
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and Santa Rofa. Three of Francifcans, viz. Cafa Grande, Recoletos deNueftra Senora 
de los Angeles, or Guadalupe, and Los Defcalzos de San Diego : the latter is in the 
fuburb of San Lazaro. Three of the order of Auguftin, namely, Cafa Grande ; the 
feminary of San Ildefonfo, a literary college ; and the noviciate at Nueftra Senora de 
Guia. Three alfo belong to the order of Mercy, namely, the Cafa Principal, ,the 
college of St. Pedro Nolafco, and a Recolleccion, called Bethlehem. 

The Jefuits have fix colleges or houfes, which are thofe of St. Paul, their principal 
college; St. Martin, a college for . fecular ftudents ; St. Anthony, a noviciate; the 
Houfe of Pofleflion, or Defamparados, under the invocation of Nuellra Senora do Los 
Dolores ; a college* in the Circado, where the Indians are inftrudted in the precept!, of 
religion ; and that of the Chacarilla, appointed for the exercifes of St. Ignatius ; a/.d 
accordingly all fecuhrs, on their defire to perform them, are admitted. They are alio 
allowed the liberty of beginning when moll: convenient for themfelves, and are luiui- 
fomely entertained by the college during the eight days of their continuance. But ii 
mull be obferved, that of all thefe convents, the Cafas Grandes are now the moil 
confiderable ; the others, befides being finall, have but few members, and final! 
revenues. 

Befides the preceding nineteen convents and colleges, here are alfo an oratory of St. 
Philip Neri ; a monaftery of the order of St. Benedid, w ith the title of Nueftra Senora 
de Monferrat, the abbe of which is commonly the only member, and fent from Spain; 
and though this foundation is one of the rnoft ancient in the whole city, its revenue 
is hardly l'ufficient to fupport any more : a convent called Nueftra Senora de la Buena 
Muerte, or the order of tfiat name, generally known by the name of Agonizantes. 
This order founded an hofpital in the city, in 171 5, under the particular diredion of 
the Fathers Juan Mugnos, and Juan Fernandez, who, with a lay brother of the fame 
order having in 1736 obtained a licence from the council of the Indies, weift from 
Spain and founded a convent of community in everjf form. In the fislrtirb of St. La- 
zaro is alfo a convent of St. Francis de Paula, a modern foundation, under the name 
of Nueftra Senora del Scorro. 

There are alfo in lama three other charitable foundations, namely, St. Juan deDios, 
ferved by the religious of that order, and appropriated to the relief of perfons recover- 
ing from ficknefs ; and two of Bcthlcmites ;• one of which, being the Cafa Grande, is 
without tjie city, and founded for the relief of fick Indians, who are taken care of in 
Santa Anna ; and the other within the city, called that of the Incurables, being appro- 
priated to perfons labouring under diibafes of that nature. The latter, as we have 
already obferved,* was founded i’o early as the year 1671. This opulent city has alfo 
nine other hofpitals, each appropriated to fome peculiar charity : — 

1. San Andres, a royal foundation admitting only Spaniards. 

2. San Pedro, for poor ecclefiaftics. 

3. El Efpiritu Santo, for mariners, and fupported by the fltips belonging to thefe 
feas, their crews being properly afleffed for that purpole. 

4. St. Bartholome, for the negroes. 

5. Senora Santa Anna, for the Indians. 

6. San Pedro de Alcantara, for women. 

7. Another for that ufe, under the care of the Bethlemite fathers, erected before 
their Cafa Grande. 


VOL. XIV. 


1 Chap. IV. Lib. V. 
4 » 


8. La 



57 ° 


ULLOA’s VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA. 


8. La Caridad, alfo for women. 

9. San Lazaro, for the lepers, which, with thofe already enumerated, make twelve. 

Here are alfo fourteen nunneries, the number of perfons in which would be fufficient 
to people a fmall town. The five firft are regulars, and the other nine recolleds : 

1. La Encamation. — 2. La Conception. — 3. Santa Cathalina. — 4. Santa Clara. — 
5. La Trinidad. — 6. El Carmen. — 7. Santa Terefa, 6 El Carmen baxo. — 8. Las 
Defcalzas de San Jofeph. — 9. Las Capuchinas. — 1 o. Las Nazarenas. — 1 1 . Las Mer- 
cidarias. — 12. Santa Rofa. — 13. Las Trinitarias Defcalzas. — - 14. Las Monjas del 
Prado. 

Laflly, Here are four other conventual houfes, where fome few of the filters are not 
reclufes, though molt of them obferve that rule. Thefe houfes are : 

1. Santa Rofa de Viterbo. — 2. Nueftra Senora del Patrocinio. — 3. Nuellra Senora 
de Capacabana, for Indian ladies. — 4. San Jofeph. 

The lalt is a retreat for women who defire to be divorced from their hufbands. 
There is alfo a houfe conftituted in the manner t>f convents, for poor women, and 
under the direction of an eccleliallic appointed by the archbilhop, who is alfo their 
chaplain. 

The molt numerous of all thefe nunneries arc the Incarnation, Conception, Santa 
Clara, and Santa Cathalina. The others are indeed not fo large j but the Recollects, 
in the reCtitude and aulterity of their lives, arc an example to the whole city. 

Here is alfo an orphan-houfe, divided into two colleges, one for the boys, and the 
other for the girls ; btfides fevera^ chapels, in different parts of the city : but the fol- 
lowing lilt will Ihew at once, the parilhes, hofpitals, churches, and monalteries of 
Lima, which was always no lefs confpicuous with regard to a zeal for religion than 
for fplendour. 

» 

Lift of the Parijhes , Convents of each Order , Iloftitals, Nunneries , and Conventual 

Houfes *in Lima. 

Parilhes, fix. 

Convents of San Domingo, four. — Of San Francis, three. Of San Auguftin, 
three. — Of La Merced, three. 

Colleges of Jefuits, fix. 

Oratory of St. Philip Neri, one. 

Monaftery of Benedidtins, one. — Of San Francifco de Paula, onq. Of Agoni- 
zantes, one. — Of San Juan de Dios, one. — Of Bethlemites, two. 

Nunneries of Regulars, five. — Of Recol lefts, nine. 

Conventual Houfes, four. — Houfes for poor women, one. — Orphan houfe, one.— 
Hofpitals, twelve. 

All the churches, both conventual and parochial, and alfo the chapels, are large, 
Conltrudted partly of ftone, and adorned with paintings and other decorations of great 
value j particularly the cathedral, the churches of St. Dominic, St. Francis, St.Au- 
gultin, the Fathers of Mercy, and that of the Jefuits, are fo fplendidly decorated, as 
to furpafs defeription, an idea being only to be formed by the fight. The riches and 
pomp of this city, efpecially on foleran feltivals, are aitonifhing. The altars, from 
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their very bafes to the borders of the paintings, are covered with maflive filver, wrought 
into various kinds of ornaments. Thp walls alfo of the churches are hung with velvet, 
or tapeftry of equal value, adorned with gold and filver fringes ; all which, in this 
country, is remarkably dear; and on thefe are fplendid pieces of plate, in various 
figures. If the eye be direde’d from the pillars, walls, and ceiling, to the lower part 
of the church, it L* equally dazzled with glittering obje&s, prcfenting themfelvcs on 
all fides : among which are candlefticks of maflive filver, fix or feven feet high, placed 
in two rows along the nave of the .church : embofled tables of the fame metal, fup- 
porting fmaller candlefticks ; and in the intervals betwixt them pedeftals on which 
ftand the ftatues of 'angels. In fine, the whole church is covered with plate, or fome- 
thing equal to it in value ; fo that divine fervice, in thefe churches, is performed with 
a magnificence fcarce to be imagined ; and the ornaments, even on common days, 
•with regard to their quantity and richnefs, exceed thofe which many cities of Europe 
pride themfelves with difplaying on the moil common occafions. 

If fuch immenfe riches are bellowed on the body of the church, how can imagina- 
tion iili-lf form an idea of thofe more immediately ufed in divine worlhip, fuch as the 
facred Veflels, the chalices, oftenforiums. See. in the richnefs of which there is a fort of 
emulation between the l'evcral churches ? In thefe the gold is covered with diamonds, 
pearls, and precious Hones, fo as to dazzle the eye of the fpeftator. The gold and 
filver Hull's for vellments and other decorations, are always of the richeft and moll va- 
luable among thofe brought over by the regiftcr (hips. In fine, whatever is em- 
ployed in ornamenting the churches, is always the richeft of the kind pofiible to be 
procured. 

The principal convents are very large, with convenient and airy apartments. Some 
parts of them, as the outward walls which inclofe them, are of unburnt brick ; but the 
building itfelf of quinchas or baxareques. The roofs of many are arched with brick, 
others only with quinchas ; but of fuch curious architecture, as entir*.-I-y>to conceal the 
materials ; fo that the frontifpieces and principal gates have a majeftic appearance. The 
colurtins, friezes, ftatues, and cornices, are of wood, finely carved, but fo nearly imi- 
tating the colour and appearance of ftone, as only to be difeovered by the touch. This 
ingenious imitation does not proceed from parfimony, but neceflity ; in order to avoid 
as much as poflible the dreadful devaftationS of earthquakes, which will not admit of 
ftruftures built of pondrous materials. 

The churches are decorated with fmall cupolas of a very pretty appearance : and 
though they arc all of wood, the fight cannot diftinguilh them from Hone. The towers 
are of ftone from the foundation the height of a toife and a half, or two toifes, and from 
thence to the roof of the church of brick, but the remainder of xvc xl ■ >aintcd of a free- 
ftone colour, terminating in a ftatue, or image, alluding to the name of the church. 
The height of thefe may be nearly known from that of St. Dominic, which by a geo- 
metrical menfuration, we found to be between fifty and ftxty yards ; a height which, 
though fmall in proportion to the largenefs of the ftruSure, is a neceflary caution, both 
with regard to the Ihocks of earthquakes, and the weight of the bells, which, in fize 
and number, exceed thofe of Spain, and, on a general ringing, produce a very agree- 
able harmony. 

All the convents are furnifhed with water from the city, though not from that of the 
rivulets, which, as we before obferved, run through the ftreets in covered channels ; 
but brought from a fpring by means of *pipes : while, on the other hand, both the ino- 
nafteries and nunneries are each obliged to maintain a fountain in the ftreet, for the 
public ufe of poor people, who have not the conveniency of water in their houfes. 

4 d 2 The 
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The viceroys, whofe power extends over all Peru, ufually refide at Lima : but the 
province and audience of Quito has been lately detached from it ; as we have obferved 
in our account of that province. This government is triennial, though, at the expira- 
tion of that term, the fovereign may prolong it. This office is of fucn importance, that 
the viceroy enjoys all the privileges of royalty. He is abfolute in all affairs, whether 
political, military, civil, criminal, or relating to the revenue, having under him offices 
and tribunals for executing the feveral branches of government ; fo that the grandeur 
of this employment is in every particular equal td the title. For the fafety of his per- 
fon, and the dignity of his office, he has two bodies of guards ; one of horfe confift- 
ing of one hundred and fixty private men, a captain, and a lieutenant : their uniform 
is blue, turned up with red, and laced with filver. This troop confifts entirely of picked 
men, and all Spaniards. The captain’s poff is efteemed very honourable. Thefe do 
duty at the principal gate of the palace ; and when the viceroy goes abroad, he is at- 
tended by a piquet-guard confifting of eight of thefe troopers. The fecond is that of 
the halberdiers, confifting of fifty men, all Spaniards, drcffed in a blue uniform, and 
crimfon velvet waiftcoats laced with gold. Thefe do duty in the rooms leading, to the 
chamber of audience, and private apartments. They alfo attend the viceroy when he 
appears ,in public, or vifits the offices and tribunals. The only officer of this body is a cap- 
tain, whofe poft is alfo reckoned very eminent. Both captains are nominated by the 
viceroy. Befides thefe, there., is another guard within the palace, confifting of one 
hundred private men, a captain, lieutenant, and fub-lieutenant ; being a detachment 
from the garrifon of Callao. Thefe are occafionally employed in executing the go- 
vernor’s orders, and the decrees of the tribunals, after they have received the fan&ion 
of his affont. 

The viceroy, befides affifting at the courts of jufticc, and the councils relating both 
to the finances and w r ar, gives cyery day public audience to all forts of perfons ; for 
which purport 7 ,' mere are in the palace three very grand and fpacious rooms. In the 
firft, which is adorned with the portraits of all the viceroys, he receives the Indians and 
other cafts. In the fecond, he gives audience to the Spaniards ; and, in the third, 
where jinder a rich canopy are placed the pictures of the King and Queen then reign- 
ing, he receives thofe ladies who defire to fpeak to him in private without being 
known. 

The affairs relating to the government are expedited by a fecretary of ftate, with an 
aftiftant, properly qualified for fuch an arduous poft. From this office are iffued the 
orders for pafiports, which muft be had from every corregidor in his jurifdi&ion. The 
fecretary has alfo the power of filling all juridical employrhents as they become vacant, 
for the term of two years ; as alfo thofe of the inagiftracy, who, at the expiration of 
their term, have not been replaced by others of His Majefty’s nomination. In a word, 
this office may be faid to be the channel by which all affairs relating both to war and 
government are tranfaded. 

All caufes relating to juftice are tried in the court called the Audicncia , from the de- 
crees of which there is no appeal to the fupreme council of the Indies, unlefs after no- 
torious injuftice, or a fecond trial ; as the viceroy himfelf prefides in it. The audiencia, 
which is the chief court at Lima, is compofed of eight auditors or judges, and a fifeal 
for civil caufes. This court is held in the viceroy’s palace, in the three falcons appro- 
priated to it. In one the deliberations are held, and in the other two, the caufes are 
tried either publicly or privately, the fenior judge always prefiding. Criminal caufes 
are tried in a fourth apartment, the judges being four alcaldes of the court, and a 
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criminal fifcal. There is alfo a fifcal prote&or of the Indians, and fome fuper- 
numeraries. * 

Next to the tribunal of audience is the chamber of accounts, confifting of a com- 
miffioner, five chief accountants, two receivers, and two directors, with other inferior 
officers belonging to each clafs. Here all corregidors, intrufted to colled the revenue, 
pafs their accounts. Here alfo the diftributions and managements of the royal revenue 
are regulated. 

Laftly, the royal treafury, under a' treafurer, accountant, and agent, who have the 
fuperintendance of all His Majefty’s revenue of what kind foever ; fince whatever re- 
venue arifes from the other parts of this province is remitted to Lima as the capital of 
the kingdom. 

The corporation of Lima confifts of regidores or aldermen, and alfere zreal, or Ihe- 
rifl', and two alcaldes, or royal judges ; all being noblemen of the firft diftindion in 
the city. Thefe have the direction of the police, and the ordinary adminiftration of 
juftice. The alcaldes prefide alternately every month ; for, by a particular privilege of 
this city, the jurifdidion of its corregidor extends only to the Indians. 

Here is a court for the effects of deceafed perfons, which takes cognizance of the 
goods of thofe dying inteftate, and without lawful heir ; and likewife of thofe entrufted 
with the effects of other perfons. ‘Its confifts of a judge, who is generally one of the 
auditors, a counfellor, and an accountant. 

The next tribunal is that of commerce, or the confulado. Its principal officers are 
a prefident and two confuls. All who are entered in the lift of merchants are members 
of it, and have a vote in the choice of thefe officers, who, with an affeffor, decide all 
commercial difputes ahd procefl'es, by the fame rule as the confulados at Cadiz and 
Bilboa. 

Lima has alfo a corregidor, whofe jurifdiftion extends to all Indians both within the 
city and five leagues round it. The principal places in this jurifdidion ' are Surco, Los 
Chorillos, Miraflores, La Magdalena, Lurigancho, Late, Pachacama, and I.urin, to- 
gether with the Indian inhabitants of the two fuburbs of Callao, called New and Old 
Pitipiti. The infinite number of Indians who inhabited this valley before and .at the 
time of the conqueft, are now reduced to the few inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
places ; and have only two caziques, namely, thofe of Miraflores and Surco, and thefe 
in fitch low circuniftances, as to teach mufic at Lima for fubfillence. 

The cathedral chapter, befides the archbilhop, confifts of the dean, archdeacon, 
chanter, treafurer, and re&or, four canons by fuffrage, five by prefentation, lix pre- 
bendaries, llnd fix femi-prebe'ndaries ; but the ecclefialtical tribunal confifts only of the 
archbilhop and his chancellor. His fuffragans are the bilhops of Panama, Quito, 
Truxillo, CJuaaianga, Arequipa, Cuzco, St. Jago, and Conception ; the two lalt are 
in the kingdom of Chili. 

The tribunal of inquifition confifts of two inquifitors and a fifcal, who, like the fub- 
ordinate officers are nominated by the inquifitor-general ; and, in cafe of 'a vacancy, 
filled up by the fupreme council of the inquifition. 

The tribunal of the Cruzadtt is conduced by a fub-delegate commiffVy, an acount- 
ant, and treafurer, with other inferior officers. But the dean or fenior judge of the 
audience, generally affifts at its deliberations. 

Laftly, here i$ alfo a mint with its proper officers, where gold and filver are 
coined. 

< In the univerfity and colleges, the happy geniufes of the natives are improved by 
divine and human learning, and, as we fhall Ihew in the fequel, foon give elegant Ipe- 

cimena 



574 


ULLOa’s VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA. 


cimens of their future acquifitions. They are in this much more indebted to nature 
than cither to art or to their own application ; and.it they do not equally diflinguifli them- 
felves in other ttudies, it is not for want of talents, but of proper perfons to inftrudt them 
in the necetfary elements. For by their ready comprehenlion ot whatever is taught them 
we may conclude, that their abilities are equal to other improvements. The chief of 
thefe feminaries is the univerfity of St. Mark, and the colleges of St. Toribio, St. Martin, 
and St. Philip. In the former are chairs for all the fciences, and filled by fuffrage ; a 
method always favourable for perfons of learning and underftanding. Some of thefe 
profetTors have, notwithilanding the vail diftance, gained the applaule of the literati of 
Europe. 

The univerfity makes a flately appearance without, and its infidc is decorated with 
fuitable ornaments. It has a large fquare court, with a handfomc vaulted piazza round 
it. Along the tides are the halls, where lectures are read j and in one of its angles is 
the theatre for the public arts, adorned with the portraits of the feveral great men who 
had their education in this feat of learning, in frames finely ornamented with fculpture, 
and richly gilded ; as are alfo the two row r s of feats which extend entirely round the 
theatre. 

From what has been faid it fufficiently appears, that Lima is not only large, magnifi- 
cent, and diftinguilhed, as the capital of the kingdom, by the refidence of the viceroy, 
and the fuperior courts and offices, but alfo that it has an acknowledged fuperiority over 
the other cities in thefe parts from the public nurferies erected for the advancement of 
learning and the fciences. 

The richnefs of the churches, and the fplendour with which divine fervice is per- 
formed, we have already defcribed. The magnificence of its inhabitants and of its pub- 
lic folemnities are proportional, and dilplayed with a dignity peculiar to minds inflamed 
with a defire of honour, and who,, value thcmfelves on celebrating the principal folemni- 
ties in a mariner" which diftinguiflies Lima from the other cities of its kingdom ; though 
the latter are not wanting in their endeavours to vie with their capital. 

Of all the folemnities obferved in America, the public entrance of the viceroy is the 
mod; fplendid j and in which the amazing pomp of Lima is particularly dilplayed. No- 
thing is feen but rich coaches and calafhes, laces, jewels, and fplendid equipages, in 
which the nobility carry their emulation to an aftonifhing height. In a w'ord, this cere- 
mony is fo remarkable, that I flatter myfelf the reader will not be difplealed at the de- 
feription. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Public Entrance of the Viceroy at Lima ; his Reception , and the 

chief annual Solemnities. 

ON the landing of the viceroy at Paita, two hundred and four leagues from Lima, 
he fends a perfon of great diffin&ion, generally fome officer of his retinue," IQ lima, 
with the character of an ambaflador ; and, by a memoir, informs his predeceflfor of his 
arrival, in conformity to His Majefty’s orders, who had been pleafed to confer on &im 
the government of that kingdom. On this ambaflador’s arrival at Lima, the late vice- 
roy fends a mefienger to compliment him on his fafe arrival j and on difmifling the am- 
baffador, prefents him with fome jewel of great value, and a jurifdi&ion or two which 
happen at that time to be vacant, together with an indulgence of officiating by ‘deputy, if 
moft agreeable to him. The corregidor of Piura receives the new viceroy at Paita, and 
provides litters, mules, and every other necelfary for the viceroy and his retinue, as far 
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as the next jurifdi&ion. He alfo orders booths to be built at. the halting-places in the 
deferts ; attends him in perfon, and defrays all the expences, till relieved by the next 
corregidor. Being at length arrived aft Lima, he proceeds, as it were incognito, through 
the city to Callao, about two leagues and a half diftant. In this place he is received and 
acknowledged by one of the ordinary alcaldes of Lima, appointed for that purpofe, and 
alfo by the military officers. He is lodged in the viceroy’s palace, which on this occafion 
is adorned with aftonilhing magnificence. The next day all the courts, fecular and ec- 
clefiaftical, wait on him from Lima, and he receives them under a canopy in the follow- 
ing order. The audiencia, the chamber of accounts, the cathedral chapter, the magif- 
tracy, the confuladoi, the inquifition, the tribunal de Cruzada, the fuperiors of the reli- 
gious orders, the colleges, and other perfons of eminence. On this day the judges at- 
tend the viceroy to an entertainment given by the alcalde ; and all perfons of note take a 
pride in doing the like to his attendants. At night there is a play, to which the ladies 
are admitted veiled, and in their ufual drcfs, to fee the new viceroy. 

The l’econd day after his arrival at Callao, he goes in a coach provided for him by the 
city, to the chapel de la I.egua, fo called from its being about half-way between Callao 
and Lima, where he is met by the late viceroy, and both alighting from their coaches, 
the latter delivers to him a truncheon as the enfign of the government of the kingdom. 
After this, and -the ufual compliments, they feparate. 

If the new viceroy intends to make his public entry into Lima in a few days, he re- 
turns to Callao, where he Hays till the day appointed ; bilt as a longer l'pace is generally 
allowed for the many preparatives necdfary to fuch a ceremony, he continues his jour- 
ney to Lima, and takes up his refidence in his palace, the fitting up of which on this 
occafion is committed to the junior auditor, and the ordinary alcalde. 

On the day of public entry, the llreets are cleaned, and hung with tapeftry, and 
magnificent triumphal arches erecTed at proper diftances. At two in the afternoon the 
viceroy goes privately to the church belonging to tht rnonaltery of IVfnnrlerrat, which 
is feparated by an arch and a gate from the ftreet, where the cavalcade is to begin. As 
foon as all who are to affift in the proceffion are aflembled, the viceroy and his retinue 
mount on horfes, provided by the city for this ceremony, and the gates being thrown 
open, the proceffion begins in the following order : • 

The militia ; the colleges ; the univerfity,. with the profelfors in*their proper habits ; 
the chamber of accoinpts ; the audiencia on horfes, with trappings ; the magiftracy, in 
crimfon velvet robes, lined with brocade of the fame colour, and a particular kind of 
caps on their heads, a drefs only ufed on this occafion. Some members of the corpo- 
ration whqgpvalk on foot, fupport the canopy over the viceroy ; and the two ordinary 
alcaldes, which are in the fame drefs, and walk in the proceffion, act as equerries, hold- 
ing the bridle of his horfe. This part of the ceremony, though prohioited by the laws 
of the Indians,’ is hill performed in the manner I ha v e deferibed ; for the cuflom being 
of great antiquity, the magiftrates have not thought proper to alter it, that the refpea 
to the viceroy might not fuffer any diminution, and no perfon has yet ventured to be 
the firfl: in refilling to comply with it. 

This proceffion is of confiderable length, the viceroy palling through feveral ftreets 
till he comes to the great fquare, in which the whole company draw up lacing the cathe- 
dral, where he alights, and is received by the archbilhop and chapter. Te Deuin is 
then lung before the viceroy, and the officers placed in their refpe&ive feats ; after 
which h« again mounts his horfe, and proceeds to the palace gate, where he is received 
by the audiencia, and conduced to an apartment in which a fplendid collation is provided, 
as aie alfo others for the nobility in the antichambers. 
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On the morning of the following day he returns to the cathedral in his coach, with 
the retinue and pomp ufual in folemn feftivals and public ceremonies. He is pre- 
ceded by the whole troop of horfe-guards, the members of the feveral tribunals in their 
coaches, and after them the viceroy himfelf with his family, the company of halberdiers 
bringing up the rear. On this occafion all the riches and ornaments of the church are 
difplayed ; the archbilhop celebrates in his pontifical robes the mafs of thankfgiving ; 
and the fermon is preached by one of the beft orators of the chapter. From hence the 
viceroy returns to the palace attended by all the nobility, who omit nothing to make a 
fplendid figure on thefe occafions. In the evening of this, and the two following days, 
the collations are repeated, with all the plenty and delicacy imaginable. To incrcafe the 
feftivity, all women of credit have free accefs to the halls, galleries, and gardens of the 
palace, when they are fond of fhewing the difpofitions of their genius, either by the vi- 
vacity of repartees, or fpirited converfations, in which they often filence ftrangers of 
very ready wit. 

This {hew and ceremony is fucceeded by bull-fcafts at the city’s cxpence, which con- 
tinue five days ; the three firft for the viceroy, and the two latter in compliment to the 
ambaflador who brought advice of his arrival, and the great honour conferred on him 
by the fovereign in the government of this kingdom. 

This ambaflador, who, as I before obferved, is always a perfon of eminent quality, 
makes alfo a public entrance into Lima on horfeback on the day of his arrival, and the 
nobility being informed of his approach, go out to receive and condud him to the palace, 
from whence they carry him to the lodgings prepared for him. This cercmdny ufed to 
be immediately followed by feafts and public diverfions ; but in order to avoid that in- 
convenience, juft when the city is every where bufied in preparing for the reception of 
the viceroy, they are deferred, and given at one and the fame time, as above recited. 

The bull-feafts are fucceeded by that ceremony, in which the univerfity, the colleges, 
the conven ts and nunneries, acknowledged him as their viceroyal protestor. This is 
alfo accompanied with great fplendour, and valuable prizes are bellowed on thofe who 
make the moft ingenious compofitions in his praife. Thefe ceremonies, which greatly 
heighten the magnificence of this city, are fo little known in Europe, that I fliall be cx- 
cufed for enlarging on them. 

They are begun by the univerfity, and the redor prepares a poetical contcft, adapted 
to difplay either the wit or learning of the competitors. After publiftiing the themes, 
and the prizes to be given to thofe who beft handle the fubjeds they have chofen, he 
waits on the viceroy to know when he will be p leafed to honour the univerfity with his 
prefence ; and, the time being fixed, every part of the principal court is adorned with 
the utmoft magnificence. The prizes, which are placed in order, diftinguilh tnemfelves by 
their richnefs, while the pillars and columns are hung with emblematical devices, or 
pertinent apophthegms on polilhed fhields, furrounded by the moft beautiful mouldings. 

The reception is in the following order. On the viceroy’s entering the court, he is 
conduded to the redorial chair, which, on this occafion, glitters with the magnificence 
of an Eaftern throne. Oppofite to it fits the redor, or, in his abfence, one of the 
moft eminent members of that learned body, who makes a fpeech, in which he ex- 
preflfes the fatisfadion the whole univerfity feels in fuch 'a patron. After this the vice- 
roy returns to his palace, where, the day following, the redor prefents him with a 
book, containing the poetical conteft, bound in velvet, and plated at the corners with 
gold, accompanied with fome elegant piece of furniture, whole value is never, lefs than 
eight hundred ora thoufand crowns. 

The 
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The principal end of the univerfity in this ceremony being to ingratiate itfelf with the 
viceroy and his family, the rector contrives that the poetical pieces which gain the prizes 
be made in the name of the principal perfons of his family, and accordingly the moft dif- 
tinguifhed prizes are prefentecj to them ; and there being twelve fubje&s in the conteft, 
there are three prizes for each, of which the two inferior fall to thofe members whofe 
compofitions are moft approved of. Thefe prizes are pieces of plate, valuable both for 
their weight and workmanfhip. 

The univerfity is followed by the cblleges of St. Philip and St. Martin, with the fame 
ceremonies, except .the poetical conteft. 

Next follow the religious orders, according to the antiquity of their foundation in the 
Indies. Thefe prefent to the viceroy the belt thefes maintained by ftudents at the public 
ads. 

The viceroy is prefent at them all, and each difputant pays him fome elegant compli- 
ment, before he enters on his fubjed. 

The fuperiors of the nunneries fend him their congratulatory compliments, and when 
he is pjeafed in return to vifitthem, they entertain him with a very fine concert of mufic, 
of which the vocal parts are truly charming ; and at his retiring they prefent him with 
fome of the chief curiofities which their refpedive inftitutes allow to be made by them. 

Befides thefe feftivities and ceremonies, which are indeed the moft remarkable, there 
are alfo others, fome of which are annual, in which the riches and liberality of the in- 
habitants ;fre no lefs confpicuous. Particularly on New-year’s day, at the election of al- 
caldes, who being afterwards confirmed by the viceroy, appear publicly on horfeback 
the fame evening, and ride on each fide of him, in very magnificent habits ornamented 
with jewels, and the furniture of their horfes perfectly anfwerable. This cavalcade is 
very pompous, being preceded by the two companies of horfe-guards, the halberdiers, 
followed by the members of the tribunals in their coaches, the viceroy’s retinue, and the 
nobility of both fexes. 

On Twelfth day in the morning, and the preceding evening, the viceroy rides on 
horfeback through the town, with the royal ftandard carried in great pomp before him. 
This is performed in commemoration of the building of the city, which, as we have al- 
ready obferved, was begun on this day ; folemn vefpcrs are fung in the cathedral, and 
a mafs celebrated ; anil the ceremony is concluded with a cavalcade, like that on New- 
year’s day. 

The alcaldes chofen for the current year give public entertainments in their houfes, 
each three Rights fucceffively : but that the feafts of one might not interfere with thofe 
of another, and occafion refentments, they agree for one to hold his feafts the three 
days immediately fucceeding the cledion, and the other on Twelfth day and the two 
following. Thus each has a great number of guefts. and the entertainments are more 
fplendid and fumptuous. The other feafts in the courfe of the year are not inferior to 
thefe either with regard to numbers or expence ; at leaft the number of them muft ex- 
cite a high idea of the wealth and magnificence of Lima. 

* -H' 

CHAP. V. — Of the Inhabitants of Lima. 

HAVING, in our accounts of feveral towns through which we paffed to Lima, in- 
cluded alio the inhabitants, we fhall obferve the fame rule with regard to Lima ; for 
though amidft fuch an infinite variety of cuftoms, there is- always fome refemblance bc- 
voi.. xiv. ' 4 k tween 
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tween thofe of neighbouring people, yet the difference is alfo confiderable, and no where 
more fo than on this continent, where it doubtlefsarifes from the great diftance between 
the feveral towns ; and, confequently, I may fay, from the different geniufes and difpo- 
fitions of the people. And though Lima is the capital of the country, it will appear 
that it is not a model to other places, with regard to drefs, cuftoms, and manner of 
living. 

The inhabitants of Lima arc compofed of whites, or Spaniards, Negroes, Indians, 
Medizos, and other calls, proceeding from the mixture of all three. 

The Spanifh families are very numerous ; Lima according to the lowed: computation, 
containing fixteen or eighteen thoufand whites. Among thefe are reckoned a third or 
fourth part of the mod didinguilhed nobility of Peru ; and many of thefe dignified with 
the dyle of ancient or modern Cadilians, among*which are no lefs than forty-five counts 
and marquifes. The number of knights belonging to the feveral military orders is alfo 
very confiderable. Befides thefe are many families no lefs refpedable, and living in 
equal fplendour ; particularly twenty-four gentlemen of large edates, but without titles, 
though mod of them have ancient feats, a proof of the antiquity of their families^ One 
of thefe traces, with undeniable certainty, his defeent from the Yncas. The name of 
this family is Ampucro, fo called from one of the Spanifli commanders at the conquelt 
of this country, who married a Coya, or daughter of the Ynca. To this family the 
kings of Spain have been pleafed to grant feveral didinguilhing honours and privileges, 
as marks of its great quality : and many of the molt eminent families in the city have 
defired intermarriages with it. All thofe families live in a manner becoming their rank, 
having edates equal to their generous dilpofitions, keeping a great number of Haves and 
other domeftics, and thofe who aflect making the greated figure have coaches, while 
others content themfelves with calalhes or chaifes, which are here fo common, that no 
family of an y jubi lance is without one. It mud be owned that thefe carriages are more 
neceffary here than in other cities, on account of the numberlefs droves of mules which 
continually pafs through Lima, and cover the drects with their dung, which being foon 
dried by the fun and the wind, turns to a naufeous dirt, fcarce lupportable to thofe who 
walk on foot. Thefe chaifes, which are drawn by a mule, and guided by a driver, 
have only two wheels, with two feats oppofite to each other, fo that on occafion they 
will hold four perfons. They are very flight and airy ; but on account of the gildings 
and other decorations, fometimes cod eight hundred or a thoufand crowns. The num- 
ber of them is faid to amount to five or fix thoufand ; and that of coaches is alfo very 
confiderable, though not equal to the former. The funds to fupport thefe expences, 
which in other parts would ruin families, are their large' edates and plantations, civil 
and military employments, or commerce, which is here accounted no derogation to 
families of the greated diflirndion ; but by this commerce is not to be .underdood the 
buying and felling by retail or in fhops, every one trading proportional to his. character, 
and fubdance. Hence families are preserved from thofe difafters too common in Spain, 
where titles are frequently found without a fortune capable of fupporting their dignity- 
Commerce is fo far from being confidered as a difgrace at Lima, that the greatelt for- 
tunes have been raifed by it ;* thofe on the contrary, being rather defpifed, who not 
being bleffed with a fufficient edate, through indolence, negledt to have recourfe to it 
for improving their fortunes. This cudom, or refource, which was edabliflied there 
without any determinate end, being introduced by a vain defire of the fird Spaniards to 
acquire wealth, is now the real fupport of that Iplendour in which thofe families live j, 
and whatever repugnance thefe military gentlemen might originally have to commerce, 
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It was immediately removed by a royal proclamation, by which it was declared that com- 
tnerce in the Indies fhould not exclude from nobility or the military orders ; a very wife 
meafure, and of which Spain would be ftill more fenfible, were it extended to all its 
dependencies. 

At Lima, as at Quito, and all Spanifh America, fome of the eminent families have 
been long fince fe-tled there, whilfl the profperity of others is of a later date ; for being 
the centre of the whole commerce of Peru, a greater number of Europeans refort to it, 
than to any other city ; fome for trade, and others from being invefted in Spain with 
confiderable employments : among both are perfons of the greatefi merit j and though 
many after they have iinilhed their refpective affairs, return home, yet the major part, 
induced by the fertility of the foil, and the goodnefs of the climate, remain at Lima, and 
marry young ladies remarkable equally for the gifts of fortune as thofe of nature ; and 
thus new families are continually fettled. 

The Negroes, Mulattoes, and their descendants, form the greater number of the inha- 
bitants ; and of thefe are the greatefi part of the mechanics ; though here the Euro, 
peans alfo follow the fame occupations, which are not at Lima reckoned difgraceful to 
them, as they are at Quito ; for gain being here the univenfal paflion, the inhabitants 
purfue it by means of any trade, without regard to its being followed by Mulattoes, 
interefl here preponderating again ft any other confideration. 

The third, and laft cl.ffs of inhabitants, are Indians apd Meftizos, but thefe are very 
Email in proportion to the largenefs of the city, and the multitudes of the fecond clafs. 
They are employed in agriculture, in making earthenware, and bringing all kinds of 
provifions to market, domeltic fervices being performed by Negroes and Mulattoes, 
either flaves or free, though generally by the former. 

The ulual drefs of the men differs very little from that worn in Spain, nor is the dif- 
tinction between the fcvtral claffes very great ; for jhe ufe of all forts of cloth being 
allowed, every one wears what he can purchafe. So that it is not uncommon to fee a 
Mulatto, or any other mechanic, dreffed in a tiffue equal to any thing that can be worn 
by a more opulent perfon. They all greatly affett fine cloaths, and it may be faid with- 
out exaggeration, the fined fluffs made in countries, where induflry is always inventing 
fomething new, are more generally feen at Lima than in any other place ; vanity and 
oflcntation not being reftrained by cuflom o‘r law. Thus the great quantities brought 
in the galleons and regiller fltips, notwithflanding they fell here prodigioufly above their 
prime coll in Europe, the richeft of them are uftd as cloaths, and worn with a careleff- 
nefs little fuitable to their extravagant price ; but in this article the men are greatly ex- 
ceeded by the women, whofe paflion for drefs is luch as to defer''' 4 a more particular 
account. 

In the choice of laces, the women carry their tafle to a prodigious excefs ; nor is tin's 
an emulation confined to perfons of quality, but has fpread through all ranks, except 
the lowefl clafs of Negroes. The laces are fewed to then linen, which is of the fincfl 
fort, though very little of it is feen, the greatefi: part of it, efpecially in fome dreffes, 
being always covered with lace ; fo that the little which appears feems rather for orna- 
ment than ufe. Thele laces too mull be all of Flanders manufa&m \ no woman of 
rank condefcending to look on any other. 

Their drels is very different from the European, which the cuflom of the country 
alone can render excufable ; indeed to Spaniards at their firft coming over it appears 
extremeljf indecent. Their drefs confifts of a pair of fhoes, a fhift, a petticoat of dimi- 
ty,' ah open petticoat, and a jacket, w hich in fummer is of linen, in winter of fluff. To 
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this, fome add a mantelette, that the former may hang loofe. The difference between 
this drefs and that worn at Quito, though confifling of the fame pieces, is, that at Lima 
it is much fhorter, the petticoat, which is ufuafly tied below the waift, not reaching 
lower than the calf of the leg, from whence, nearly to the ancle, hangs a border of very 
fine lace, fewed to the bottom of the under petticoat ; through which the ends of their 
garters are difcovered, embroidered with gold or filver, and fometimes fet with pearls ; 
but the latter is not common. The upper petticoat, which is of velvet, or fome rich 
fluff, is fringed all round, and not Id's crowded w>‘th ornaments than thofe defcribed in 
the firll volume of this work.- But be the ornaments what they will, whether of fringe, 
lace, or ribands, they are always exquifitely fine. The fhift fleeves, which are a yard 
and a half in length, and two yards in width, when worn for ornament, are covered 
with rolls of lace, variegated in fuch a manner as to render the whole truly elegant. 
Over the fhift is worn the jacket, the fleeves of which are exceflively large, of a circular 
figure, and confift of rows of lace, or flips of cambric or lawn, with lace difpofed betwixt 
each, as are alfo the fhift fleeves, even of thofe who do not affect extraordinary orna- 
ment. The body of the jacket is tied on the flioulders with ribands fattened to the 
hack of their ftays ; and the round fleeves of it being tucked up to the flioulders, are 
fo difpofed together with thofe of the fhift, as to form what may be termed four 
wings. If the jacket be not buttoned or clafped before, it is agreeably faflened on 
the fhoulders ; and indeed the whole drefs makes a molt elegant figure. They who 
ufe a clofe veil, fatten it with clafps, but wear over it the loofe jacket already defcribed. 
In the fummer they have a kind of veil, the fluff' and fafliion of which is like that of 
the fhift and body of the veil, of the finelt cambric or lawn, richly laced ; but in 
winter the veil worn in their houfes is of bays ; when they go abroad full d refled, it 
is adorned like the fleeves. They alfo ufe brown bays, finely laced and fringed, and 
bordered with flips of black velvet. Over the petticoat is an apron of the fame fluff 
as the fleeves- of the jacket, hanging down to the bottom of it. From hence fome idea 
may be formed of the expence of a drefs, where the much greater part of the fluff 
is merely for ornament j nor will it appear ftrange, that the marriage fhift fhould cofk 
a thoufand crowns, and fometimes more. 

One particular on which the women here extremely value themfelves, is the fixe of 
their feet, a fmall foot being efteemed one of the chief beauties ; and this is the prin- 
cipal fault they find with the Spanifh ladies, who have much larger feet than thofe of 
Lima. From their infancy they are accuflomed to wear ftrait fhoes, that their feet may 
not grow beyond the fixe which they efteern beautiful ; fome of them do not exceed 
five inches and a half, or fix inches in length, and in women of a fmall flature they 
are ftill lefs. Their fhoes have little or no foie, one piece of cordovan lerving both for 
that and the upper leather, and of an equal breadth and roundnefs at the toe and heel, 
fo as to form a fort of long figure of 8 : but the foot not complying with the figure, 
brings it to a greater regularity. _ Thefe fhoes are always faflened with diamond' buckles, 
or fomething very brilliant in proportion to the ability of the wearer, being worn lefs for 
ufe than ornament ; for the fhoes are made in fuch a manner, that they never loofen 
of themfelves, nor do the buckles hinder their being taken off. It is unufual to fet 
thefe buckles with pearls, a particular to be accounted for only from their being fo 
lavifh of them in the other ornaments of drefs, as to confider them of too little value. The 
fhoemakers, who are no ftrangers to the foible of the fex, take great care to make 
them in a manner very little calculated for fervice. The ufual price xs three half-crowns 
a pair j thofe embroidered with gold or filver cofl from eight to ten crowns. The 
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latter however, are but little worn, the encffmbrance of embroidery being fuited rather 
to enlarge than diminilh the appearai^e of a fmall foot. * 

They are fond of white filk (lockings, made extremely thin, that the leg may appear 
the more lhapely ; the greateft part of which is expofed to view. Thefe trifles often 
afford very fprightly fallies of wit in their animadverfions on the drefs of others. 

Hitherto we have confidered only the more common drefs of thefe ladies^ the reader 
will conceive a ftill higher idea of their magnificence, when he is informed of the 
ornaments with which they are decorated in their vifits, and upon public occafions. 
We (hall begin with their manner of d refling the hair, which being naturally black, 
and capable of reaching below their waills, they difpofe in fuch a manner as to appear 
perfectly graceful. They tie it up behind in fix braided locks, through which a gob 
den bodkin, a little bent, is inferted, and having a duller of diamonds at each end. 
On this the locks are fufpended fo as to touch the Ihoulder. On the front and upper 
part of the head they wear diamond aigrets, and the hair is formed into little curls, 
hanging from the forehead to the middle of the ear, with a large black patch of velvet 
on each temple. Their ear-rings are of brilliants, intermixed with tufts of black filk, 
covered with pearls, refembling thole already deferibed. Thefe are fo common an 
ornament, that befides their necklaces, they alfo wear about their neck rofaries, the 
beads of which are of pearls, either feparate or fet in clufters to the fize of a large 
filbert ; and thofe which form the crofs are ftill larger. . 

13efides*diamong rings, necklaces, girdles, and bracelets, all vpry curious both with 
regard to water and fize, many ladies wear other jewels fet in gold, or for Angularity's 
1’ake, in tombago. Laflly, from their girdle before is fufpended a large round jewel 
enriched with diamonds : much more fuperb than their bracelets, or other ornaments. 
A lady covered with the moft expenfive lace inftead of linen, and glittering from head 
to foot with jewels, is fuppofed to be drefied at the .expence of not lefs than thirty or 
forty thoufand crowns ; a fplendour ftill the more aftonifhing, as it is fo very common. 

A fomlnefs for expence in thefe people, does not confine itfelf to rich apparel ; it 
appears no lefs in the ftrange neglect, and the fmall value, they feem to fet upon 
them, by wearing them in a manner the moft carelefs, and by that means bringing 
upon thcmfelves frefh expences in repairing the old or purchafing new jewels ; especially 
pearls, on account of their fragility. 

The moft common of the two kinds of drefles worn when they go abroad, is the 
veil and long petticoat ; the other is a round petticoat and mantelette : the former for 
church, the latter for taking the air, and diverfions ; but both in the prevailing tafte 
for cxpence, being richly embroidered with filver or gold. 

The long petticoat is particularly worn on Holy Thurfday ; as on that day they vifit 
the churches, attended by two or three female Negro or Mulatto (laves, dreffed in an 
uniform like pages, t * 

With regard to the perfons of the women of Lima, they ere in general, of a middling 
(latnre, handfome, genteel, and of very fair complexions without the help of art ; the 

* All thofe who can afford them wear (hoes made in the European manner, but ,: tli heels of wrought 
(liver 1 the tinkling of which, added to the fmallnefs of their feet, has really, at i. ait to the weather- 
beaten fealor, fomething captivating. A. 

f The lower clafs of women, whofe whole (lock of apparel feldom coniiftsof more than two camifas 
(drifts) awl a faya (petticoat), wear bracelets, rofaries, and fmall golden images about their necks and 
arms, to the intriniic value of fifty or fixty crowns, and to them of much greater value, having coft near 
that fum in benediction from the prieds, without which the images, See. would be eileemed pollutions. A, 
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beauty of their hair has been already mentioned, but they have ufually an enchanting 
luftre and dignity in their eyes. 

Thefe perfonal charms are heightened by thofe of the mind ; clear and comprehen- 
iive intelledls : an eafinefs of behaviour, fo well tempered, that whilft it invites love, 
it commands refpeS : the charms of their convcrfation' are beyond expreflion ; their 
ideas juft, their expreflions pure, their manner inimitably graceful. Thefe are the 
allurements by which great numbers of Europeans, forgetting the fair profpetts they 
have at home, are induced to marry and fettle here. 

One material objection againft them is, that being too well acquainted with their 
own excellences, they are tainted with a haughtinefs, which willTcarce ftoop to the 
will of their huibands. Yet by their addrefs and infinuating compliance, they fo far 
gain the afcendancy over them, as to be left to their own difcretion. There may, 
indeed, a few exceptions be found ; but thefe poifibly are rather owing to a want of 
capacity. Another objection may be made to their being more expenfive than other 
ladies ; but this arifes from the exorbitant price of fluffs, laces, and other commodities, 
in this country. And with regard to the independence they affeft, it is no more than 
a cuftorn long eftabliflied in the country. To which may be added, that being natives, 
and their huibands generally foreigners, it is very natural, that the latter lhould not 
enjoy all that authority, founded on laws f’uperior • to cuftorn ; and hence this error 
remains uncorreded. The huibands conform to the manners of the country, as their 
character is not in the leall a fie died thereby ; and this complaifance is rewarded by the 
difcretion and affection of their ladies, which are not to be paralleled in any other part 
of the world. • 

They are fo exceffivcly fond of perfumes, that they always carry ambergrife about 
them } putting it behind their ears, and other parts of the body ; and alfo in feveral 
parts of their clothes. Not content with the natural fragrancy of flowers, which are 
alfo a favourite ornament, they Icatter perfumes even on their nofegays. The molt 
beautiful flowers they place in their hair, and others, which are moll valuable for their 
odour, they flick in their fleeves ; the eflluvia therefore iffuing from thefe ladies, the 
reader will conceive to reach to no inconfidcrable dillance. The flower, moll in ufe 
is the chirimoya, of mean appearance, but of exquilite feent. 

To this pallion for flowers it is owing, 1 that the grand fquare, every morning, on 
account of the vail quantity of beautiful vegetables brought thither, has the appearance 
of a fpacious garden. The fmell and the light are there lufficiently gratified. The 
ladies refort thither in their calalhes, and if their fancy happens to be pleafed, they 
make but little difficulty with regard to the price. A it ringer has the pleafure of fee- 
ing affembled here not only the ladies, but every hotly of rank whole health and avoca- 
tions will admit of it. 

The lower daffes of women, even to the very Negroes, affect, according to their 
abilities, to imitate their betters, not only in the falhion of their drefs, but alfo in the 
richnefs of it. None here are feen without Ihoes as at Quito, but they are made of fo 
fmall a fize, in order to diminilh the natural bignefs of the feet, that they mull give 
infinite uneafinefs in the wearing. A defire of being diilinguilhed by an elegant drefs 
is univerfal. Their linen is always ftarched to a great degree, in order to difplay the 
collly patterns of their laces. After this univerfal paflion, their next care, and indeed 
a much more commendable one, is cleanlinefs ; of which the uncommon neatnefs of 
their houfes are fufficient inftances. • * 

They are naturally gay, fprightly, and jocofe, without levity ; remarkably fond of 
mpfic i fo that even among the loweft you are entertained with pleafing and agreeable 
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longs ; for the gratification of this paflion, they have in general good voices, and feme 
of them are heard with admiration. .They are very fond of balls, where they diftin- 
guilh themfelves equally by the gracefulnefs and agility of their motions. In fine, the 
reigning paflions of the fair at Lima, are fhew, mirth, and feftivity. 

The natural vivacity and penetration of the inhabitants of Lima, both men and 
women, are greatly improved by converfing with perfons of learning reforting thither 
from Spain. The cuftom of forming final 1 afiemblies, lias alfo a great tendency to 
improve their minds, and give them a ready and happy manner of exprefiion, from an 
emulation to diftinguifli themfelves in thefe engaging accomplifhments. 

Though the natives have too great a (hare of pride, they are not wanting in docility 
when proper methods are taken. They inflantly lhew their reluctance to obey a 
command given with haughtinefs ; but, when delivered with mildnefs and affability, 
equally obfequious and fubmiflive. They are charmed with gentlenefs of manors ; 
and a few inftanecs of kindnefs make a luffing impreffion on their minds. They are 
remarkably brave, and of luch unblemiflicd honour, as never to diflemble an affront 
received, or give one to others ; fo that they live together in a cheerful and focial 
manner. The Mulattoes being Ids civilized, and having but flender notions of the 
turpitude of vice, and the importance of virtue, are haughty, turbulent, and quarrel- 
fome. Yet the mifehievous conferences of thele vices are Id’s common, than might 
naturally be expected in fuch a populous eity. 

The manners and difpofitinns of the nobility, correfpond with their rank and for- 
tune. Courtefy Ihines in all their actions, and their complaifance to ftrangers is 
without limits. The reception they give them, is equally free from flattery and a 
haughty referve ; fo that all the Europeans, whether they vifit them out of curiolity 
or from commercial motives, arc charmed with their probity, politends, candour, and 
magnificence. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Climate of the City of Limn , and the 'whole Country of Valles : 

and the Divijions of the Scdfons. ) 

THE temperature of the air of Lima, and its alterations, would be greatly injured 
by an inference drawn from what is felt in the fame degree of north latitude; as 
Lima would from hence be concluded another Carthagena ; the latitude of both cities, 
one in the northern and the other in the fouthern hemifphere, differing but very little ; 
whereas in fact it is quite the reverfe. For as that of Carthagena is hot to a degree 
of inconvenience, this of Lima is perfectly agreeable^. And though the difference 
of the four fealons are fenfible, all of them are moderate, and none of them 
troublefonijt. 

Spring begins towards the clofe of the year, that is, towards the end of November, 
or beginning of December. But this is to be underftood only of the heavens, as then 
the vapours which filled the atmofpherc during the winter fubfide, the fun to the great 
joy of the inhabitants again appears, and the country now begins tr revive, which 
during the abfence of his rays had continued in a ffate of languor. 1 his is fucceeded 
by fummer, which, though hot from the perpendicular direction of the fun’s rays, 
is far from being infiipportable ; the heat, which would indeed otherwise be excef- 
five, being moderated by the fouth winds, which at this feafon always blow, though 
with no great force. At the latter end of June, or the beginning of July, tne/ 
winter begins, and- continues till November or December, the autumn intervening* 
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between, both. About this time the fouth winds begin to blow ftronger, and bring 
the cold with them ; not indeed equal to that in countries where "fnow and ice are 
known, but fo keen that the light drefles are laid by, and cloth or other warm ftufl's 
worn. 

There are two caufes of the cold felt in this country, and nature, wife in all her 
ways, provides others which produce the fame effeft at Quito. The firft caufe of cold 
at Lima is the winds, which palling over the frozen climes of the fouth pole, bring 
hither part of the frigorific particles from thofe gelid regions; but as a fufficient 
quantity of thefe could not be brought over fuch an immenfe fpace as lies between 
the frozen and torrid zones of its hemifphere, nature has provided another expedient ' 
during the winter, the earth is covered with fo thick a fog, as totally to intercept the 
rays of the fun ; and the winds, by being propagated under the Ihelter of this fog, 
retain the particles they contracted in the frozen zone. Nor is this fog confined to 
the country of Lima : it extends, with the fame denfity, northward through all the 
country of Valles, at the fame time filling the atmofphere of the fea ; as will be fhewn 
hereafter. 

This fog feldom fails daily to cover the earth, with a denfity that obfcures objects 
at any diftance. About ten or eleven it begins to rife, but without beings totally dif- 
perfed, though it is then no impediment to the fight, intercepting only the rays of the 
fun by day, and by night thofe of the liars, the iky being continually covered what- 
ever height the vapours float in the atmofphere. Sometimes, indeed, they are fo 
far difperfed as to admit of feeing the dilk of the fun, but ftill precluding the heat of 
his rays. 

It is not unworthy obfervation on this head, that at the diftance of only two or three 
leagues, the vapours are much more diffipated from noon to evening than in the city, 
the fun fully appearing fo as to moderate the coldnefs of the air. Alio at Callao, 
which is only two leagues and a half from Lima, the winter is much more mild, and 
the air clearer, during that feafon ; for the days at Lima are very melancholy and 
difagreeable, not only on account of the darknefs, but frequently during the whole day 
the vapours continue in the fame degree of denfity and pofition, without breaking, or 
being elevated above the earth. 

It is in this feafon only that the vapours diffolve into a very fmall mill: or dew, 
which they call garua, and thus every where equally moiftens the earth ; by which 
means all thofe hills, which during the other part of the year offer Nothing to the 
fight but rocks and waftes, are cloathed with verdure, and enamelled with flowers 
of the moft beautiful colours, to the great joy of the inhabitants, who, as foon as the 
feverity of winter is abated, refort into the country, which exhibits fo elegant an 
appearance. * Thefe garuas or dews never fall in quantities fufficient to damage the 
roads, or incommode the traveller ; a very thin Huff will not foon be we|t through ; 
but the continuance of the mills during the whole winter, without being exhaled by 
the fun, renders the moft arid and barren parts fertile. For the fame reafon they 
turn the difagreeable dull in the ftreets of Lima into a mud, which is rather more 
offenfive. 

* 1 cannot uodcrftand what tlie Author means here by “ feverity of the winter,” unlefs he would fo 
denominate the molt plcafant time of the year; for during this time, while the fun’s rays are cut off by 
the mtfts, there is a continual fpring : and plants and herbs recruit their ftrehgth to endure the perpen- 
dicular rays of the fun, which break through the mills about the middle of November. A.. 
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The winds which prevail during the winter, are nearly, though not exactly, fouth ; 
Sometimes fhifting a little to the fouth-eaft between which and the fouth they always 
blow. * This we obferved to have conftantly happened during the two winters we 
fpentinthis country, one at Lima, and the other at Callao; the former in the year 
i 742, and the latter in 1 743.’ The firft was one of the moll fevere that had been 
felt, and the cold general in all that part of America to Cape Horn. In Chili, 
Baldivia, and Chiloe, the cold was proportionable to the latitudes ; and at Lima it 
occafioned conftipations and fluxions,* which fwept Sway fuch numbers that it feemed 
, to referable a peftilence. And though diforders of this kind are very common in the 
winter feafon, they are rarely attended with the danger which then accompanied them. 

The extraordinary Angularity obferved in the kingdom of Peru, namely, that it 
never rains ; or to fpeak more properly, that the clouds do not convert themielves into 
formal fhowers, has induced many naturalifls to enquire into the caufe : but in their 
folutions of this difficulty they have varied, and invented feveral hypothefes to account 
for fo ftrange an effedt. Some attribute it to the conltancy of the fouth winds, con- 
cluding, that as they are mediant, they propel the vapours riling from the fea, to 
the farfie point; and thus by never ref ting in any part, as no oppofite winds blow 
during the whole year to check their courfe, there Is not time fufficient for the mifts 
to colled themfelves, and, by an’incrcafe of gravity, to defeend in the manner of 
rain. Others have attributed it to the natural cold brought by the fouth winds, which 
continue the atmofphere in a certain degree of heat during the whole year, and thus 
increafe the magnitude of the particles of the air, which with the nitrous effluvia ac- 
quired in its paffago over the furface of the fea, together with thofe of the feveral 
minerals with which this country abounds, lefien its velocity, and confequentlv its 
power of uniting the vapours fo as to form drops whofe gravity is greater than that 
of the air. To this we may add, that the rays of fjie fun not exerting a force fuffi- 
cient for uniting and putting them in motion, the heat being greatly lefldhed by the 
coldnfflfs of the wind, the fog cannot be converted into drops of rain. For while the 
weight of the cloud does not exceed that of the air, by which it is fupported, it cannot 
precipitate. 4 

I fhall not cenfure this, or any other hypothefis, formed for explaining the above 
phenomenon, not being certain that 1 have* myfelf difeovered the true caufe ; I fhall 
however give the reader my thoughts, and leave them to the difeuffion of philofophers. 
In order to this I fhall lay down fome preliminary principles, which may ferve as a 
foundation to thofe who fhall apply thernl'elves to difeover the true caufe of this pheno- 
menon, with fome inftru£tions forjudging of the feveral hypothefes thaft^ave been 
formed on this extraordinary fubjeft. 

I. It is to be fuppofed, that throughout the whole couhtry of Valles, no other winds 
are knowiyiurihg the whole year,® than the fourhcrly, that is, between the fouth and 
fouth-eaft, and this not only on the land, but alio to a certain diftance at fea ; it evi- 
dently appearing that the winds are limited between the fouth and louth-eeft. It is 
therefore very ftrange that fome writers fhould aflert that they are confined between 
the fouth and fouth-weft, as this is abfolutely falfe. There are indeed intervals when 
thefe winds are fcarcely felt, and an air, though extremely fmall, l'eeius to come from 
the north, and which forms the fog. 2. In winter the fouth wind blows harder than 
in futnmer, efpecially near the furface of the earth. 3. Though no formal rain is ever 

* The -wind here blows fouth by eaft to fouth by vvefl, but generally about fouth-fouth-eaft from Juue 
to December. A. 
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known in the country of Valles, there are*Vettmg fogs called garuas, which continue 
the greateft part of the winter ; but are never feen in fummer. 4. When the garuas 
fell, it is obferved that the clouds, mill, or vapours, which rife from the earth, re. 
main almoft contiguous to its furface; and the fame fog which is converted into a 
garua, begins by a moift air, till the humidity gradually increafing to its greateft con- 
denfadon, the fmall drops which fall are eafily diftinguifhable. This is fo natural, that 
it is known in all other countries fubject to any degree of cold, and, confequently, not 
to be wondered at in this. * 

I give the name of cloud, mift, or vapours, to that which produces the garua or , 
fmall rain ; for though there may be fome accidental diftin&ions between thefe three 
kinds, they are not fuch as caufe any material difference : the fog being only the 
vapour condenfed more than when it firft rofe ; and the cloud only a fog elevated to 
a greater height, and ftill more condenfed than the former : fo that in reality they 
may all be confidered as one and the fame thing, differing only in degrees of denfity, 
and therefore it is of little importance whatever name it is called by. 

5. The rays of the fun during the fummer, caufe a prodigious heat all over Valles, 
and the more fo as they are received upon a fandy foil, whence they are ftrongly rever. 
be!rated, the winds being at the fame time very weak. Hence it appears, that the 
fecond hypothefis above related, is not founded on truth ; for if the force or agitation 
of the fouth winds be the caufe which hinders the vapours from riling to the height 
neceffary for forming rain, this caufe generally ceafing in the fummer, the rain might 
be expected to defeend ; whereas quite the reverfe happens, the garuas being then 
much lefs common. 6. Particular times have been known when the nature of the 
country departing as it were from its ufual courfe, formal fhowers have fallen, as we 
have already mentioned (chap, i.) in deferibing the towns of Chocope, Truxillo, Tum- 
bez, and other places ; but with this Angularity, that the winds continued at fouth, 
and blew much ftronger during the time of the rain, than is ufual either in winter or 
fummer. 

Thefe fix preliminary principles are fo common to this climate, that they may be 
applied to all the places mentioned in this chapter ; and are the only guides that mull 
be followed in determining the true caufe why it does not rain in Peru as in Europe, or, 
more properly, as is common in the torrid zone. 

It will readily be granted, that the wind blows more ftrongly in fome regions of the 
atmofphere than in others, experience itfelf having fufficicntly proved this to be fa£t j 
as on high mountains, along whofe fummits a ftrong wind is felt, when at the foot 
hardly anpean be perceived ; at leaft, we found this to be the cafe in all the mountains 
of the Cordilleras, one of the greateft inconveniences to us being the ftrength of the 
wind. And, indeed, this is every where fo common, that any perfon may be convin- 
ced of it by oniy afeending a high tower, then he trill foon perceive the difference be- 
tween the ftrength of the wind at the top and at the bottom. I am not ignorant that 
fome have endeavoured to prove, that on the land this proceeds from the inequalities 
of its furface, which hinder the winds from blowing in the plains or low countries with 
that force which is felt on eminences ; but the fame thing happening at fea, as experi- 
ence has abundantly proved, it appears beyond difpute, that the furface, is not the place 
where the wind exerts its greateft force. This being granted, it may be confidently 
afferted, that the fouth winds blow with the greateft force in a portion of the atmof* 
phere at fome diftance from the earth ; but not generally higher than that in“ which the 
rain is formed ; or where tlje aqueous particles unite fo as to form drops of any fenii- 
ble gravity or magnitude. In this country, therefore, the clouds or vapours elevated 
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above this fpace, that is, thofe which have the greateft degree of altitude, move with a 
much lefs velocity than the winds under them. Nor is it uncommon in* other climates, 
befides that of Valles, for thefe clouds to move in a dire&ion contrary to the more 
denfe ones below it. Thus it appears to me, that without the danger of advancing 
irregular fuppofitions, the fpice of the atmofphere, where the winds generally blow 
with the greateft force, is that where the large drops, commonly called ram, are 
formed. 

Now, in order to explain the Angularity of this remarkable phenomenon, 1 conceive 
that, in fummer, when the atmofphere is moft rarefied, the fun, by the influence of 
his rays, proportionally elevates the vapours of the earth, and gives them a greater 
degree of rarefaction ; for his beams being then in a more perpendicular direction to 
the earth, they have the power of raifing them to a greater height. Thefe vapours, 
on their touching the lower part of the atmofphere, where the winds blow with the 
greateft force, are carried away before they can rife to the height required for uniting 
into drops, and, confequently, no rain can be formed. For, as the vapours ifl'ue from 
the earth, they are wafted along the lower region of the atmofphere, without any flop $ 
and thfe winds blowing always from the fouth, and the vapours being rarefied propor- 
tionally to the heat of the fun, its too great activity hinders them from uniting. 
Hence, in fummer, the atmofphere is clear, or free from vapours. 

In winter, the rays of the fun being lefs perpendicular to the furface of the earth, 
the atmofphere becomes confiderably more condenfed, but the winds from the fouth 
much more fo, as being loaded with the frigorific particles from the frozen zone, which 
particles it communicates to the vapours as they iflue from the earth, and, confequently, 
renders them much more condenfed than in fummer : hence they are hindered from 
riling with the fame celerity as before. 

To thefe muft be added two other reafons ; one, tjiat the rays of the fun for want 
of fufficient activity diflipates the vapours lefs, fo that they rife much flower. • The other, 
that the region where the wind has its greateft velocity being, in this feafon, near the 
earth, will not admit of their fifing to any height ; and thus they continue contiguous 
to its furface, where they ftill follow the fame direction, and form the moift fog then 
felt : and having lefs fpace to dilate themfelves than at a greater height, they, confe- 
quently, fooner come into contaft, and vfhen fufficiently condenfed, defcend in a 
garua. 

In the middle of the day the garna ceafes, being then difperfed, which proceeds 
from the fun’s rarefying the atmofphere, whence the vapours afcend and remain fuf- 
pended at a greater height, .and thus they are rendered more tenuious ;^md being 
raifed to a region where they have more room to dilate, they are fo far difpdrfed as to 
become imperceptible. 

After all, it muft be owned, that both in fummer and winter, fome vapours muft 
furmount the difficulty of the wind in that region where its velocity is greateft, and, 
getting above it, afcend to a greater height ; though not indeed in the very part where 
they nrft reached this current of wind, but at fome diftance from it : fo that thefe va- 
pours are to be confidered, on ojne hand, as yielding to the current of the air, and, on the 
other, as afeending in proportion to the rarefa&ion they have received from the rays of 
the fun. Hence it follows, that thefe vapours cannot be thofe which are moft con- 
denfed, as the difficulty of rifing is always proportional to the degree of condenfation ; 
and, at tlfe fame time; their magnitude would render them more fufceptible of the im- 
pulfe of the wind. So that them confequently being the moft fubtile or tenuious, on 
having paffed that region, the celerity with which they were before carried upwards is 
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decreafed, and great numbers of them being united, form that lofty mill which is feen 
after the cloud is totally diflipated. This null caiyiot be converted into rain ; for, hav- 
ing pafled above the region proper for its formation, all the parts become congealed^ 
and their weight can never be increafed fufficiently to overcome the rcfiftance of'the 
air which fupports them ; for the quantity of thofe which’ have overcome this obftacle 
being inconfiderable, they cannot be united with a fufficient quantity, of others to with- 
ftand the continual diffipation occafioned by the aCtion of the rays of the fun. Nor 
can they defcend in either fnow or hail, as might be expe&ed from their prefent ftate. 
Befides following always, though with lefs velocity, the current of the wind, any fuch 
concretion of them as to form a thick cloud is prevented : for, as we have already ob- 
ferved, thefe mills are fo tenuious, as to afford in the day-time a confufed view' of the 
difk of the fun, and of the ftars in the night. 

In order to render the premifes agreeable to obfervation, one difficulty Hill remains, 
namely, that thefe lofty mills are feen only in winter, and not in funimer. But this, 
in my opinion, mull naturally be the confequencc ; for, befides the general reafon, 
that the ftronger influence of the rays of the fun difperfes them, it proceeds from the 
increafe of the force of the winds during the winter, in a region nearer the earth than 
in fummer ; and the nearer the lower part of this region is to the furface of the earth, 
the nearer alfo will be the upper part ; while, on ’the contrary, in the fummer, the 
higher the lower part of this current of air is, the higher will be alfo its upper part ; 
and. as we mull fuppofe, with all philofophers, that the vapours of the -earth can 
afcend only to that height, where the gravity of the particles of the vapours are equal 
to thofe of the air ; and the rapidity of the wind extending in fummer to thefe limits, 
they are confequently involved in its violent impulfe ; and thence there cannot be fuch 
a multitude of conglomerations as to form the mill fo common in winter ; for the winds 
in this feafon llrongly blowing through a region nearer the earth, the agitation in the 
upper parts’ is proportionally lefs. And this current of air being below the region to 
which vapours can afcend, the fpace intercepted between the upper part of this current 
and the part to which vapours rife, becomes filled with them. All this feems natural, 
and is, confirmed by experience ; for, in winter, the fouth winds are ftronger on the 
land than in fummer. But as a further proof may be thought neceffary, I have added 
the following: 

It has been faid that, in the town of Ghocope, two very hard and continual rains 
have happened •, and that the fame thing is more frequently feen at Ttnnbez, and other 
towns of thofe parts, after fome years of continual drought, which feems ftrange; for 
that being in the country of Valles, and not at all different from Lima, no rain would 
naturally be expe&cd there. Two caules for this, however, have occurred to me, one 
of them flowing from the other. 1 lhall begin with the firft as productive of the 
fecond. 

From what has been faid, it may be inferred, that in a country or climate, where 
one and the fame wind perpetually prevails, there can be no formal rain ; and, in order 
to form it, either the wind mult entirely ceafe, or an oppofite wind muft arife, which, 
by checking die courfe of the vapours, brings them into contact with thofe lately ex- 
haled from the earth, and caufes them to condenfe in proportion as tjpey rife by the 
attraction of the fun, till being rendered heavier than the air by which they were fup- 
ported, they defcend in drops of water. 

On reconfidering the circumftances of what.happened at Ghocope, it will appear, that 
during the whole day, the fl*y was clear, and that it was not before five in the evening 
that the nun began, and with it the violence of the wind. It Ihould alfo be obferved, 
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that in the time of the brifas in thofe climates where they are periodical, they blow 
itrongeft between the fetting and rifing of the fun ; and this happening in September 
and the following months, forms the fummer in Valles, when they enjoy clear days 
and a lucid atmofphere. This was the cafe at Chocope at the time of that rain ; for, 
though the inhabitants did not'precifely mention the feafon in which that event happen- 
ed, yet the feveral particulars related, efpecially that the fouth winds then prevailed 
with an uncommon force, fufficiently indicate that it was in the fummer ; as thus would 
not have been at all remarkable in winter, when they are very variable and fometimes 
ftormy. It may therefore be fafely concluded, that thefe events happened during the 
fummer ; and, by vVay of corollary, that the brifas being ftronger than ufual, and ad- 
vancing io far on the continent as even to reach the fouth winds, they were overpower- 
ed by them, and fhifted their point ; but the fucceeding fouth winds rendering it impof- 
lible to return in the fame place, they left their former region, and blew in a current 
nearer the earth. By which means, the vapours which had been exhaling during the 
whole day, after being carried by the Itrongeft current of wind to a certain didance, 
afeended to the region where the brifas prevailed ; and being there repelled by them, 
had tithe to condenfe ; for being within that region where the rain is formed, or where 
many imperceptible drops compofe one of a large magnitude and gravity, and being mpre 
minutely divided by the influence of the fun, they continued to afeend, till that power 
ceafmg by the fetting of the fun, they again condenfed, and their weight becoming too 
heavy to be fupported in the air, they defeended in rain,’ which was the more violent, 
as the vapours were ftrongly repulfed by the brifas. At the dawn, thefe winds, as ufual, 
began to decreafe, and the rain gradually lefiened. The fouth winds blew all day as 
before ; and there being then in the atmofphere no other winds to oppofe them, they 
carried with them the vapours as they exhaled, and the atmofphere continued clear and 
ferene. 

This happened at Chocope, fituated at a much greater diftance from the parts to 
which the brifas extend than Tumbez, Piura, Sechura, and other towns where this is 
more frequent, as being nearer the equinoctial : notwithftanding, no brifas or north 
winds are felt in that part of the atmofphere near the furfiice of the earth. So that it 
is probable, or rather indeed evident from experience, that the north winds at tile time 
they prevail, more eafily reach to the countries neareft the equinoctial, than to thofe at 
a greater diftance, though not fo as to be felt in the atmofphere near the earth, but in 
a more elevated region. Confequently, it is natural for rains to be more frequent in 
the former than in the latter, where thefe winds very feldom reach, whether in that 
part of the atmofphere contiguous to the earth, or another, which being more diftant 
from it they blow there more violently. 

I at firft declared againft any pofitive aflertion, that the opinion i have now laid 
before the reader is founded on fuch undoubted phyfical principles, that no other can 
be advanced more conformable to phenomena 5 it being difficult immediately to fix on 
caufes which agreeing with all circumftances, leaves the mind entirely fatisfipd : and as 
all within the reach of human perfpicuity cannot be accommodated to every particular, 
as entire convi&ion requires^, let it fuffice that I have here delivered my thoughts; 
leaving the naturalifts at full liberty to inveftigate the true caufe, and -hen difeovered, 
to reject my hypothefis. # 

* A more probable coniedhire is, that the vapours which arife in the great South Sea, and are brought 
into this neighbourhood 'by the fouth wind (where they would naturally condenfe into clouds and fall 
in (bowers), are attra&ed by the Cordilleras, whofe tops are generally enveloped in clouds frightful to 
behold, .which fpend themfelves in tremendous tempefts, even (halting the foundations of thofe lofty moun- 
tains. A. 
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As rain is feldom or never feen at Lima, fo that place is alfo equally free from tem. 
pefts ; that fo thofe who have neither vifited the mountains nor travelled into other 
parts, as Guayaquil or Chili, are abfolute ftrangers to thunder and lightning j nothing 
of that kind being known here. Accordingly, the inhabitants are extremely terrified 
when they firft hear the former or fee the latter. But .it is very remarkable, that what 
is here entirely unknown, fhould be fo common at ^ thirty leagues djftant, or even lefs, 
to the eaft of Lima ; it being no farther to the mountains, where* violent rains and 
tempefts are as frequent as at Quito. The winds,, though fettled in the above-mentioned 
points, are fubje£t to variations, but almoll imperceptible, as we fhall explain. They 
are alfo very gentle, and even ill the fevereft winters, never known to do any damage 
by their violence ; fo that if this country was free from other inconveniences and evils, 
its in habitan ts could have nothing to defire, in order to render their lives truly agree- 
able. But with thefe fignal advantages, nature has blended inconveniences, which 
greatly diminifh their value, and reduce this country even below thofe on which nature 
has not bellowed fuch great riches and fertility. 

It has been obferved, that the winds generally prevailing in Valles, throughout the 
whole year, comes from the fouth ; but this admits of forne exceptions, which, without 
any eifential alteration, implies that fometimes the winds comq from the north, but fo 
very faint, as fcarcely to move the vanes of thefhips, and confift only of a very 
weak agitation of the air, juft fufficient to indicate that the wind is changed from the 
fouth. This change is regularly in winter, and with it the fog immediately begins, 
which in fome meafure feems to coincide with what has been offered with regard to the 
reafon why Ihowers are unknown at Lima. This breath of wind is fo particular, that 
from the very inftant it begins, and before the wind is condenfed, the inhabitants are 
unhappily fenfible of it by violent head-aches, fo as eafily to kno\v what fort of weather 
is coming on before they ftir out of their chambers, 


CHAP. VII. — Inconvenicncics, Di/lempers , and Evils , to which the City of Lima is 

fubjeEl ; particularly Earthquakes. 

ONE of the inconveniences of Lima,- during the fummer, is that of being tor- 
mented with fleas and bugs, from which the utmoft care is not fufficient to free the 
inhabitants. Their prodigious increafe is partly owing to the dull of that dung, with 
which the ftreets are continually covered ; and partly to the flatnefs of the roofs, where 
the fame dull, wafted thither by the winds, produce thefe troublefome infefts, which 
are continually dropping through the crevices of the boards into the apartments, and- 
by that means render it impoffible for the inhabitants, notwithftanding all their p am?, 
to keep their houfes free from them. The mofehitos are very troublefome, but much 
lefs fo than the former. 

The next, and indeed a molt dreadful circumftance, is that of earthquakes, to which 
this country is fo fubiedl, that the inhabitants are under continual apprehenfions of 
being, from their fudaennefs and violence, buried in the ruins of their own houfes. 
Several deplorable inftances of this kind have happened in this unfort una te city ; and 
lately proved the total deftruftion of all its buildings. Thefe terrible* concuffions of 
nature are not regular, either with regard to their continuance or violence. But the 
interval between them is never.of a length fufficient to obliterate the remembrance of 
then).. In the year 174a, I had the curiofity to obferve the diftance of tijape between 
thofe which happened fucceffively for a certain fpace. 1. On the ggh of May* ap three 
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quarters after nine in the morning. 2. The 19th of the fame month, at midnight, 
3. Tiie 27th, at thirty-five minutes after three in the evening. 4. The 12th of June, 
at three quarters paft five in the morning. 5. The 14th of Odober, at nine at night ; 
ail which I carefully noted. And it mull be obferved, that thefe concuffions were the 
mod confiderable, and lafted hear a minute ; particularly that of the 27th of May, 
which continued rear two minutes, beginning with one violent (hock, and gradually 
terminating in tiremulous motions. Between thefe above noted were feveral others, 
which I omitted, as being neither fo laifting nor violent. 

* Thefe earthquakes, though fo fudden, have their firefages, one of the principal of 
which is, a rumbling noile in the bowels of the earth, about a minute before the 
fhocks are felt ; and this noife does not continue in the place where it was firft pro- 
duced, but feems to pervade all the adjacent fubterraneous parts. This is followed by 
difmal howlings of the dogs, which feem to have the firft perception of the approaching 
danger. The beafts of burden palling the ftreets, ftop, and, by a natural inftind, 
fpread open their legs, the better to fecure themfelves from falling. On thefe portents 
the terrified inhabitants fly from their houfes into the ftreets with fuch precipitation, 
that if* it happens inthe night, they appear quite naked ; fear and the urgency of the 
danger, banilhing at onae all fenfe of decency. Thus the ftreets exhibit fuch odd afid 
Angular figures, that might even afford matter for diverfion, were it poflible in fo ter- 
rible a moment. The fudden concourfe is accompanied with the cries of children 
waked out-of their fleep, blended with the lamentations of the women, whofe agonizing 
prayers to the faints increale the common fear and confufion : the men alfo are too 
much afftj&ed to refrain from giving vent to their terror ; fo that the whole city exhibits 
one dreadful fcene of conftemation and horror. Nor does this end with the Ihock, 
none venturing to return to their houfes through fear of a repetition, which frequently 
demolilhes thofe buildings which had been weakened by the firft. 

My attention to fet down the exaft time of the above-mentioned fhocks, ’taught me, 
that they happen indifferently at half-ebb or half-flood, but never at high or low water : 
which fufficiently confutes what fome have confidently advanced, namely, that earth- 
quakes always happen during the fix hours of ebb, but never during the flood : be- 
cause this favours the hypothefis they have ( advanced to account for their origin and 
caufes ; an hypothefis which, in my opinion, does not fufficiently correfpond wi|h 
obfervations, as to recommend itfelf to the affent of intelligent perfons. 

The nature of this country is fo adapted to earthquakes, that all ages have feen their 
terrible devaftations : and that nothing may be wanting to fatisfy the curiofity of the 
reader, I {hall introduce th& account of that which laid this large and fplendid city 
totally in ruins, with a Ihort narrative ‘of the moft remarkable that h .ve been felt in 
latter ages. 

1. The firft concuffion fince the eftablilhinent of uie Spaniards in thefe parts, hap- 
pened in 1582, a few years after the foundation of Lima; but the damage was much 
left than in fome of the fucceeding, being chiefly confined to the city of-Arequipa, 
which being fituated near that fpot, where the motion of the earth was moft violent, 
the greateft part of it was deftrbyed. 

_ 2. On the ^th of July 1586, Lima was vifited with another eartnquake, and fo 
violent, that even to this time it is folemnly commemorated on the day of the vilitation 
of Elizabeth. 

3, In I609, another like the former happened. f 

4. On the 27th of November 1630, fuch prodigious damage was done inthetity 
by an earthquake, .turd the entire ruin of it apprehended, that in acknowledgment of 
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its deliverance, a feftival, called Nueftra Senora del MilagrO, is annually celebrated on 
that day. • 

5. In the year 1655, on the 3d of November, the moft ftately edifices, and a great 
number of houfes, were thrown down by an earthquake ; the inhabitants fled into the 
country, and remained there feveral days, to avoid the danger they were threatened 
with in the city. 

6. On the 17th of June 1 678, another earthquake happened, by which feveral 
houfes Were deftroyed, and the churches confiderably damaged. 

7. One of the moft dreadful *of which we have any account, .was that of the 20th 
of October 1687. It began at four in the morning, with the deftruttion of feveral 
public edifices and houfes, whereby great numbers of perfons periflied ; but this was 
little more than a prefage of what was to follow, and preferved the greateft part of the 
inhabitants from being buried under the ruins of the city. The ihock was repeated at 
fix in the morning, with fuch impetuous concuflions, that whatever had withltood the 
firft, was now laid in ruins ; and the inhabitants thought themfelves very fortunate in 
being only fpe&ators of the general devaftation from the ftreets and fquares, to which 
they had directed their flight on the firft warning. During this fecond concuffion the 
lea retired confiderably from its bounds, and returning in mountainous waves, totally 
overwhelmed Callao, and the neighbouring parts, together with the miferable inha- 
bitants. 

8. On the 29th of September 1697, this place was vifited by another terrible 
earthquake. 

9. On the 14th of July 1699, a great number of houfes were deftroyed Ijy another 
concuffion. 

10. The 6th of February 1716, a like difafter. 

11. On the 8th of January 1725, another. 

12. On the 2d of December 1732, was another earthquake at one in the 
morning. 

13. 14, 15. In the years 1690, 1734, and 1745, three others happened, but nei- 
ther violent nor lafting. But all thefe were lefs terrible than the laft, as will appear 
from the following account of it. 

16. On the 28th of October, 1746, at half an hour after ten at night, five hours 
and three quarters before the full of the moon, the concuflions began with fuch 
violence, that in little more than three minutes, the greateft part, if not all the build- 
ings, great and fmall, in the whole city, were deftroyed, burying under their ruins 
thofe inhabitants who had not made fufficient Jjafte into 'the ftreets and fquares ; the 
only places of fafety in thefe terrible convulfions of nature. At length the horrible ef- 
fefls of this fhort ihock ceafed : but the tranquillity was of ihort duration ; concuflions 
returning with fuch frequent repetitions, that the inhabitants, according to the account 
fent of it, computed two hundred in the firft twenty-four hours : ana to the 24th of 
February of the following year, 1 747, when the narrative was dated, no lefs than four 
hundred and fifty ihocks were obferved, . fome of which, if lefs lafting, were equal $0 
the firft in vioience. 

The fort of Callao, at the very fame hour, funk into the like ruins ; but what it 
ftlffered from the earthquake in its buildings, was inconfiderable, when compared with 
terrible cataftrophe which followed; for the fea, as is ufual on fuch occafions, 
receding to a confiderable diftance, returned *in mountainous waves foaming* with the 
.violence of the agitation, and fuddenly turned Callao and the neighbouring country, 
into a fea. This was not, however, totally performed by the firft fwell of the waves ; 
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for the fea, retiring further, returned with ftill more impetuolity ; the ftupendous water 
covering both the walls and other buildings of the place ; fo that whatever had efcaped 
the firft, was now totally overwhelmed by thofe terrible mountains of waves,, and no- 
thing remained except a piece of the wall of the fort of Santa Cruz, as a memorial of 
this terrible devaftation. There were then twenty-three (hips and veflels, great and 
fmall, in the harbour, of which nineteen were abfolutely funk, and the other four, 
among which was a frigate called St. Firmin, carried by the force of the waves to a 
great diftance up the country. 

This terrible inundation extended to other ports on theeoaft, as Cavallos and Gua- 
nape ; and the tovvns of C.hancay, Guara, and the valleys Della Baranca, Sape, and 
Pativilca, underwent the fame fate as the city of Lima. The number of perfons who 
perilhed in the ruin of that city, before the 3 iff of the fame month of O&ober, ac- 
cording to the bodies found, amounted to thirteen hundred, befides the maimed and 
wounded, many of which lived only a fhort time in torture. At Callao, where the 
number of inhabitants amounted to about four thoufand, two hundred only efcaped ; 
and twenty-two of thefe by means of the above-mentioned fragment of a wall. 

Aocording to an account fent to Lima after this accident, a volcano in Lucanas burft 
forth the fame night and ejected fuch quantities of water, that the whole country was 
overflowed ; and in the mountain near Patas, called Converfiones de Caxamarquilla, 
three other volcanoes burft, difeharging frightful torrents of water ; like that of Car- 
guayraflo, mentioned in the firft part of this work. 

Some days before this deplorable event, fubterraneous noifes were heard at Lima, 
fometimes refembling the bellowing of oxen, and at others the difeharges of artillery. 
And even after the earthquake they were ftill heard during the filence of the night ; a 
convincing proof that the inflammable matter was not totally exhaufted, nor the caufe 
of the (hocks abfolutely removed. 

The frequent earthquakes to which South America, particularly Lima,* and all the 
country of Valles, is fubjed, opens a field for enquiry not lefs ample than that juft 
mentioned, concerning their caufe. Many hypothefes have been formed by philofo- 
phers ; but the generality, and with the greateft appearance of truth, agree in de- 
ducing them principally from the violent force of the air contained in fulphureo’us fub- 
ftances and other minerals, and alfo that confined in the pores of the earth ; which 
being comprefled by the incumbent load, make a very violenc refiftance. This is fo 
far from implying any contradiction, that befides being countenanced by reafon it is 
alfo confirmed by experience. But the apparent difficulty confifts in explaining how 
the vents of the earth become again filled with air, after one concuffion has happened ; 
it being natural to think, that the quantity which ftruggled for vent, was thereby dif- 
charged, and that a long interval of time was neceflary before another could be pro- 
duced. Alio *why fome countries are more fubjed to thefe terrible convulfions than 
others. Though this fubjed has been treated of by ffiveral authors, I think it my 
duty here to deliver the opinion which to me feems moft probable. 

Experience has fufficiently (hewed, efpecially in this country, by the many volcanoes 
in the Cordilleras which pais through it, that the burfting of a new burning mountain 
caufes a violent earthquake, fo as totally to deftroy all the towns w: < lin its reach ; as 
happened at the opening of the volcano in tha defert of Carguagoazo, as mentioned 
before. This tremulous motion, which we may properly call an earthquake, does not 
fo ufually happen in cafe of a fecond eruption, when an aperture has been before made ; 
or at lead, the motion it caufes in the earth is comparatively but fmall. Whence it is 
inferred that an aperture being once made, however the ftibftances in the bowels of 
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the mountain may take fire, the convulfion of the earth is feldom or never felt a 
fecond time. The reafon of vyhich is, that the, fudden reiteration of this accident 
greatly augments the volume of the air by rarefaction ; and as it finds an eafy paffage 
without labouring in the bowels of the earth for a vent, no other concuffion is pro- 
duced than what muft follow from the eruption of a great quantity of air through an 
aperture too narrow for its volume. , ■ • 

The formation of volcanoes is now well known ; and that they owe 5 their origin to 
fulphureous, nitrous, and other combuftible fubftances in the bowels of the earth ; for 
thefe being intermixed, and, as it were, turned into a kind of pafte by, the fubterraneous 
waters, ferment to a certain degree, when they take fire ; and by dilating the contiguous 
wind or air. and alfo that within their pores, fo that its volume is prodigioufly increafed 
beyond what it was before the inflammation, it produces the fame effect as gunpowder 
when fired in the narrow fpace of a mine, but with this difference, that powder on being 
fired immediately difappears, whereas the volcano being once ignited, continues fo till all 
the oleaginous and fulphureous particles contained in the mountain are confumed. 

Volcanoes are of two kinds, contracted and dilated. The former are found where a 
great quantity of inflammable matter is confined in finall fpace; the latter where ‘thefe 
combuftibles are fcattered at a ccnfiderable diftance from one another. The 
firft are . chiefly contained in the bowels of riiountains, which may be con- 
sidered as the natural depofitaries of thefe fubftances. The fecond may be 
confidered as ramifications, which, though proceeding from the former, are, .however, 
independent, extending themfelves under the plains, and traverfing them in feveral 
directions. This being admitted, it will appear, that in whatever country volcanoes, or 
depofitaries of thefe fubftances, are very common, the plains will be more dfverfified 
with thefe ramifications ; for we are not to imagine that it is only within the bofoms of 
mountains that fubftances of this nature exift, and that they are not diffeminated through 
all the parts of the adjacent region. Thus the country now under consideration, abound- 
ing in thefe igneous fubftances more than any other, muft by the continual inflammation 
which neceffarily follows their natural preparation for it, be more expofed to earthquakes. 

Befifles the fuggeftions of natural reafon, that a country containing many volcanoes 
muft alfo be every where veined with ramifications of correfpondent fuhftances, it is con- 
firmed by experiment in Peru ; w here we find ahnoft univerfally mines of nitre, fulphur, 
vitriol, /alt, bitumen, and other inflammatory fubftances, which fufficiently confirm the 
truth of thefe inferences. 

The foil both of Quito and Valles, particularly the latter, is hollow and fpongy, fo 
as to be fuller of cavities and pores than is ufually feen in that of other countries, and 
confequently abounds with Subterranean waters. Befides which, as I Avail prefemly 
fhew more at large, the waters, from the ice continually melting on the mountains, 
being filtrated through thefe pores during their defeent, penetrate deep irito the cavities 
of the earth, and during their fubterranean courfe, tnoiften, and turn into a kind of pafte, 
thofe fulphureous and nitrous fubftances ; and though they are not here in fuch prodi- 
gious quantities as in volcanoes, yet they are fuflicient, from their inflammatory quality, 
to rarefy the air contained in them, which, eafily incorpqrating itfelf with that confined 
in the innumerable pores, cavities, or veins of the earth, corapreffes it by its greater ex- ' 
panfion, and at the fame time rarefies it by its heat ; "but the cavities being too narrow 
to admit of its proper dilatation, it ftruggles for a vent, and thefe efforts fhake all the 
contiguous parts ; till at laft, where it finds the jeaft refiftance, it forces itfelf at paffage., 
which fometimes doles again by the tremulous motion it occafions, and at others con- 
tinues open, as may ije feen in different parts of all thefe countries. When, on account 
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of the refiftance bang equal, it finds a paffage in feveral parts, the chafms or, fifth res 
are generally finaller, fo that rarely any veftiges remain after the concuflion. At other 
times, when the fubterranean cavities are fo large as to form fubterranean caverns, they 
not only rend the earth, and qt every fhock leave it full of difruptions, but alfo caufe it 
to fink into fpacious hollows, as I particularly obferved near the town of Guaranda, a 
place in the jurifdi ition of Chitnbo, in the province of Quito j where, in the year 1744, 
all the ground bn the one fide of die chafm funk Hear a yard, the other fide rifing in 
the fame proportion, though with fome inequalities on both Tides. 

- The loud fubterranean noifes preceding earthquakes, and which imitate thunder at 
a diftance, feem to correfpond with the above-mentioned caufe and formation of earth- 
quakes, as they can only proceed from the rarefaction of the air on the ignition of the 
explofive fubftances ; which being impetuoufly propagated through all the caverns of 
the eartlvpropelling and at the fame time dilating what is contained in them, till all the 
cavities being pervaded, and no vent found, the efforts lor a further dilatation begin, 
and form the concuflion with which it terminates. « 

It 11111ft be obferved that at the time when the air, which had been confined within 
the earth, burfls through it, neither the light nor fire emitted from the chafms are feen. 
The reafon is, that this light anil fire exift only at the inftant when the matter becoihes 
inflamed, and the air fpreading itfelf through all the veins, the light is extinguiflied by 
its dilatation, and becomes afterwards imperceptible. .It is necefiary to fuppofe that 
there muff be fome, though a fliort interval, between the inflammation and effeft. 
Neither is the flame permanent, the fubflance ignited not containing thofe folid and 
oleaginous particulars which l'uppiy the volcanoes. Befides, they are not in fuffident 
quantity to afeend from the fubterraneous caverns where they took fire, to the fuperfi- 
cies of the earth. Farther, this not being the place where the matter was originally 
contained, but that wiierc it has forced a pafl'age for .the quantity of air which its rare- 
faction augmented, the firft light is loft among the meanders of its courfe,* and there- 
fore not to be feen when the wind violently forces a paffage. There have, however, 
been inftances when the light has been feen, though much oftener the finoke ; but this 
is generally loft in the clouds of duft afeending at the time of the concuflion. , 

The fhocks are repeated at intervals, of a,few days, fometimes of a few hours ; pro- 
ceeding from the matter being difperfed in different places, and each in a different de- 
gree of aptitude for inflammation, one part kindling after another fucceflively, as each 
is more or lefs prepared, lienee proceed alfo the different violence of the fhocks and 
the different intervals of time. For the quantity firft inflamed increafes by its heat other 
inflammable portions of matter ; whence a part which would not have been ignited til! 
after fome days, by means of this adventitious fire, becomes fo within a tew hours. The 
fecond fhocks qre more violent, and caufe a greater deftruCtion than the firft ; for the 
fire of the portion of matter which is firft inflamed, tnough in itfelf fmall, is fuffident to 
accelerate the fermentation of a much larger quantity, and onfequently muff be attended 
with more powerful effeCts. 

Though the fummer here, as we have already obferved, is confiderably warm, yet it 
is not productive of venomous creatures, which in this country are not known ; and the 
fame may be laid of all Valles, though there are fome parts, as Tumbez and Piura, 
where the heat is nearly equal to that at Guayaquil. This Angularity can therefore pro- 
ceed from no other caufe than the natural drought of the climate. 

The diftempers moft common at Lima are malignant, intermittent, and catarrhous 
feyers, pleurifies, and conftipations ; and thefe rage continually in the city. The fmall- 
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pox is alfo known here as at Quito, but is not annual, though, when it prevails, great 
numbers are fwept away by it. < , 

Convulfions are likewife very common, and no lefs fatal. This diforder, though 
unknown at Quito, is frequent all over Valles, but more, dangerous in feme parts than 
others. Something has already been faid of this diftemper in our account of Carthagena, 
but a more circumilantial defcription of it was referved for this place.' 

This diftemper is divided into two kinds, the common or partial, and the malignant 
or arched convulfions. They both come on when nature is ftruggling in the crifis of 
Tome acute diftemper, but with this important difference, that thofe attacked with the 
former often recover, though the greater part die on the third or fourth day, the term 
of its duration ; while thofe who have the misfortune of being attacked by the latter, 
fink under it in two or three days, it being very extraordinary to recover, and is there- 
fore termed malignant. • 

The fpafms or convulfions confift in a total inactivity of the mufcles, and a conftric- 
tion of the nerves of the whole body, beginning with thofe of the head ; and thefe nerves 
being the channels which convey nourishment to the body, and this nouriffiment being 
precluded by the conitriction of its conduits, they all fucceflively fufler ; the mufcles, by 
having loft their activity, cannot affift in the motion of the nerves, and thefe being con- 
ftringed, can no longer perform their office. Add to this a pungent humour dif- 
perfing itfelf through all the membranes of the body, and caufing infupportable pains j 
fo that the groaning patient labours under inconceivable tortures, which are flill in* 
creafed on his being moved, though with the greateft care and gentlenels, from one fide*, 
to the other. The throat is fo contracted that nothing can be conveyed into the llo- 
mach. The jaws are alfo fometimes fo clofely locked, as impoffible to be opened : thus 
the miferable patient lies without motion, and tortured in every part of his body, till 
natur,e quite exhaufted, falls a victim to this deleterious diftemper. 

In the partial kind, the pulfe is more affe&ed than in the diftemper which preceded 
it, and commonly abates the violence of a fever. But in the malignant kind it augments, 
the circulations being quickened ; and whether it be the effeCf of the humour impetu- 
oufiy circulating through* every part, or of the pain proceeding from the laceration of 
the membranes and abrading the mufcles, the patient falls into a lethargy, but which 
does not remove the torturing fenfation of thefe punCtures, often fo infupportable, that 
the miferable patient violently turns himfelf, and thus augments his agonies, as evidently 
appears from his piercing cries and groans. 

The malignant and arched fpafm, even in the firft ftage, is fo violent as to .caufe a con- 
traction of the nerves of the vertebrae from the brain downwards ; and as the diftemper 
increafes, and the malignant humour acquires great activity, the nerves become more 
and more conftriCted, that the body of the patient, contrary to nature,, inclines back- 
ward into an arch, and all the bones become diilocated. However terrible the pains re- 
fultmg from hence may feem, they are ftill increafed by thofe of the other fpecies oFcon- 
vulfions, fallen the violence is fuch that the patient ufually lofes all fenfation, and falls 
into a total inaCtion, not having breath to utter his complaints. 

It is common at the beginning of this diftemper to be totally convulfed, fo that every 
part of the patient is affeaed, and, during the continuance, is, as it were, deprived of 
all fenfation. Their return is more frequent and lafting as the diftemper increafes, till 
nature becomes entirely fpent, when the lethargy fits fucceed, and it is generally in one of 
thefe that the patient breathes his laft. • 

The ufual method of treating this diftemper is by keeping both the bed and the cham- 
ber very clofe, even with a fire in it, that the pores being opened by the heat, the tran- 

fpiration 



397 


VLLOA’s VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA. 

i'piration may be more copious. Laxative clyfters are often injefted to mollify the con* 
tradions of the inteftines, and other internal parts. External applications are alfo ap- 
plied to foften the parts, and open the duds by which nature may evacuate the morbid 
humour : for the fame intention and to check its progrcfs, cordials and diuretic draughts 
are prefcribed, and alfo the bath ; but the latter only at the beginning of the firft' ft age 
of the diftemper ; for if it is found to incrcafe on the fecond day, bathing is no longer 
ordered. 

The women of Lima arc fubjod to a diftemper, extremely painful, very contagious, 
and almoft incurable ; nany 7y, a cancer in the matrix, which even at the beginning is 
attended with fuch excruciating pains, that their lives are one continued feries of groans 
and complaints. During its progrcfs, they difcharge great quantities of morbid humours, 
become attenuated, fall into a liate of languor, which gradually puts a period to their 
lives. It*ufually continues forte years, w ith intervals of eal'e, during which, if the eva- 
cuations do not entirely ceafe, they are confiderably intermitted ; the pains feem over, 
and they arc capable of drefl'mg tbemfelves and walking abroad : but the difeafe fudden- 
ly returns with double violence, and the patient becomes totally difabled. This diftem- 
per comes on fo imperceptibly, as not to be indicated either by the countenance or pulfe, 
till at its height ; and fuch is the contagion of it, that it is contracted only by fitting in 
the fame chair commonly ufed by an infeCted perfon, or wearing her cloaths ; but it has 
not been known to affeCt the men, hulbands ufually living with their wives till the laft 
ftage of the diftemper. Two caufes are affigned for this malady ; their exceffive ufe of 
perfumes, which they always carry about them, and may doubtlefs contribute greatly 
to promote it : the other a continual riding in their calafhes ; but this does not feem to 
be of fo much confequence as the former. For then the rnoft diftinguilhed of the fair 
fex in other countries, who ride in coaches, and even ufe the more violent exercife of 
the horl'e, would not be exempt from it. * 

Slow or hectic levers alfo prevail greatly in thefe countries, and are likewile conta- 
gious, but more from a want of proper care in the furniture and apparel of the perfon 
infected, than any malignancy of the climate. 

The venereal difeafe is equally common in this country a§ in thofe we have .already 
mentioned ; it is indeed general in all that part of America ; and as little attention is 
given to it till arrived Vo a great height, the general cuftom in all thofe parts, a repeti- 
tion here would be needlefs. 


CHAP. VIII. — Fertility iff' the Territories of Lima , and the Manner of cultivating 

the Soil. 

JT is natural to think that a country, where rain is feldom or ever known, mult of 
neceflity be totally barren, whereas the country of Lima enjoys a fertility to be envied, 
producing all kinds of grain, and a prodigious variety of fruits. Here inditftry and art 
fupply that moifture which the clouds feem to withhold ; and the foil is by this means 
rendered remarkably fruitful,’ amidfta continual drought. 

It has already been obferved, that one of the principal cares of the Yncas was the 
cutting and difpofing in the moft advantageous manner trenches or fmall canals, in order 
to condytt the waters of the rivers to nourifh every part, and render large fields capable 
of producing grain. The Spaniards finding thefe ufeful works ready executed to their 
hands, took care tokeep them in the fame order ; and by thefe are watered the fpacious 
fields of wheat and barley, large meadows, plantations of fugar-canes and olive-trees, 
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•vineyards, and gardens of all kinds, all yielding uncommon plenty. Lima differs from 
Quito, where the fruits of the earth have no determined leafons ; but here the harvefts 
are gathered in, and the trees drop their leaves, according to their refpeftive natures 
for thofe which grow fpontaneoufly in a hot climate, thqugh the livelinefe of their ver- 
dure fades, their leaves do not fall off till others fupply their place. The bloffoms ali$> 
have their refpe&ive times, and are correfpondently fucceeded by fruits ; fo that this 
country refembles thofe of the temperate zones, no lefs in the product and feafons of 
corn, bloffoms, fruits, and flowers, than in the difference of winter and fummer. 

Before the earthquake in 1687, when this city fuffered in fo deplorable a manner, 
the harvefts of wheat and barley were fufficient to fupply the wants of the country 
without any importation, el'pecially of wheat ; but by this convulfion of nature, the 
foil was fo vitiated, that the wheat rotted foon after it was fown, occafioned, probably, 
by the vaft clouds of fulphureous particles then exhaled, and the prodigious quantities 
of nitrous effluvia diffufed through it. This obliged the owners of the lands to apply 
them to other ufes, and accordingly many of them were turned into meadows of 
clover, plantations of fugar-canes, and other vegetables, which they found not fubject 
to the fame misfortune. After the land had continued forty years in this fiato of 
ftdrility, the hufbandmen began to perceive fuch a, Iteration in the foil, as promiled a 
fpeedy return to its former goodnefs. Accordingly fome trials were fuccefsfully made 
with wheat, and by degrees that grain was found to thrive as before that dreadful 
event. But whether it be from the other plants, which have been cultivated in thofe 
parts, or from any miftruft of the hulbandmen, the fame quantity has not been fown 
as before. It is natural to think that the late dreadful earthquake muff have had the 
fame pernicious effects on the foil ; though by means of the eflablifhment of the corn 
trade with Chili fince that time, the confequences will not be fo fenfibly felt. The 
fields in the neighbourhood of Lkna are chiefly fown with clover, of which there is 
here a consumption not to be paralleled in any other place : it being the common 
fodder for all beafts, particularly the mules and horfes, of which there is an incon- 
ceivable number. 

The, other parts of the* country are taken up with plantations already mentioned, 
among which thofe of canes are not the lqaft, and yield an excellent kind of fugar. 
All thefe fields and plantations are cultivated by negro flaves, purchafed for this ler- 
vice ; and the fame is feen in the other improved parts of Valles. 

The olive plantations appear like thick forefls ; for befides the height, magnitude, 
and fulnefe of leaves of thefe trees, in all which they exceed thofe of Spain, they are 
never pruned, by which means their branches become fo" interwoven, that the light 
cannot penetrate through their foliage. The plough is not ufed here ; the only culti- 
vation they require, being to clear the holes made at the foot of each for receiving 
the water, to keep the trenches open which convey it, and every three or four years 
to cut down all fhoots or cions, in order to form paffages for gathering the fruit. 
With this fmall trouble the inhabitants have an uncommon plenty of the fineft olives, 
which they either commit to the prefs for oil, or pickle, they being particularly adapted 
to the latter, both with regard to their beauty, largenefs, and flavour. Their oil is- 
much preferable to that of Spain. 

The country contiguous to the city is covered with gardens, producing all the herbs 
and fruits known in Spain, and of the fame goodnefs and beauty, befides thofe com- 
mon to America ; all which flourilh here in a -very Uncommon degree ; fo that none 
of the parts of Peru, at leail fuch as we vifited, are to be compared with thofe of the 
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neighbourhood of fama, where every place is covered with fruits and efculent 
vegetables. 

It alfo enjoys another Angular advantage, the whole year being, as it were, fumraer 
with regard to the plenty and frefhnefs of fruits ; for the feafons of the year varying 
alternately in Valles and the rpountains, when the time of fruits is over in Valles, it 
begins on the fkirts of the mountains ; and the diftance from Lima being not above 
twenty-five or thirty leagues, they are brought thither, and by this means the city is 
conflantly fupplied with fruits, except a few, as grapes, melons, and water-melons, 
which requiring a hot climate, do not come to perfection in the mountains. 

The grapes are of various kinds ; and among them, one called the Italian, very 
large and delicious. The vines extend themfelvcs on the furface of the ground, which 
is very well adapted to fupport them, being either ftony dr full of fand. Thefe vines 
are pruned and watered at proper times, and thrive remarkably without any 
other care. 

No other culture is bellowed on thofe defigned for wine, for both at lea, Pifco, 
Nafca, and all other parts where they grow, they are formed into efpaliers. None of 
the grqpes near Lima are ufed in making wine, the demand for them in other refpe&s 
being too large. 

The foil is ftony and fandy, that js, confifting of fmooth flints or pebbles, which ate 
fo numerous that as other foils are entirely fand, rock, or earth, this is wholly of the 
above ftones ; and in fome parts prove very inconvenient to travellers, whether in a 
carriage or' on horleback. The arable lands have a ftratum of about a foot or two 
of earth, but below that the whole confifts entirely of ftones. From this circumftance, 
the fimilarity of all the neighbouring coafts, and the bottom of the fea, this whole 
fpace may be concluded to have been formerly covered by the ocean, to the diftance 
of three or four leagues, or even farther, beyond its prefent limits. This is parti- 
cularly obfervable in a bay about five leagues north of Callao, called Marques, where 
in all appearance, not many years fince, the fea covered above half a league* of what is 
now Terra Firrna, and the extent of a league and a half along the coaft. 

The rocks in the moll inland part of this bay are perforated and fmoothed like thofe 
wafhed by the waves; a fufficicnt proof that the fea formed- thefe f large cavities, and 
undermined fuch prodigious inailes as lie qn the ground, by its continual elifions j 
and it feems natural to t hink that the like muft have happened in the country ^contiguous 
to Lima, and that parts, confifting* of pebbles like thofe at the bottom of the adjacent 
fea, were formerly covered by the water. 

Another Angularity in this arid country is, the abundance of fprings, water being 
found every where with lit fie labour, by digging only four or five feet below the 
furface. This may arife from two caufes ; the one, that the earth, being, from its 
compofition, very fpungy, the water of the fea eafily infinuates itfelf to a great diftance, 
and is filtrated in puffing through its pores. The otner, that the many torrents, after 
defeending from the mountains, foon lofe theinfelves ir. thefe plains, but continue 
their courfe along the fubterranean veins of the earth ; for this ftony quality of the 
foil from the nature of the fprings cannot extend to any great depth, and underneath 
it the ftratum is hard and compact ; confequently the water muft be conveyed to the 
moft porous parts, which being the ftony, it there precipitates into a fubterranean 
courfe, leaving the furface dry. We have already obferved* that from fnany of the 

" - ir-u— -u — «- -pp arent iy dry, the inhabitants procure a fufficient quantity 
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of water by digging wells in the beds Over which their waters run in the winter : 
others might be palled without being known, but the bottom confifting entirely of 
pebbles, wherever the bead fet their feet, the* water immediately oozes out. The 
reafon of this is, that the water at that time runs a little below the furface, and I do 
not doubt but the fame will be found in all Valles, though at different depths in diffe- 
rent places. 

This plenty of fubterraneous ftreams is doubtlefs of great advantage to the fertility 
of the country, particularly with regard to the larger plants, whofe roots ftrike 
deepeft ; and this feenis a bountiful indulgence of the wife Author of Nature, who, to 
provide againft the fterility which would certainly affefl thefe countries from a want of 
water, has fent a fupply from the mountains, either in open rivers or fubterrane- 
ous canals. 

The lands in the jurifdi&ion of Chancay, like the other parts of the coafts of 
Peru, are manured with the dung of certain fea birds, which abound here in a very 
extraordinary manner. Thefe they call guanoes, and the dung guano, the Indian 
name for excrement in general. Thefe birds, after fpending the whole day in catch- 
ing their food in the fea, repair at night to reil on the lflands near the coaft, and their 
number being fo great as entirely to cover the ground, they leave a proportionable 
quantity of excrement or dung. This is dried by the heat of the fun into a cruft, and 
is daily increafmg, fo that notwithftanding great quantities are taken away, it is never 
exhaufted. Some will have this guano to be only earth endowed with the quality 
of raifing a ferment in the foil with which it is mixed. This opinion is founded on 
the prodigious quantities carried off from thofe iflands, and on the experiment made 
by digging or boring, by which the appearance at a certain depth, was the fame as at 
the fuperficies ; whence it is concluded, that the earth is naturally endowed with 
the heating quality of dung or guano. This would feem lefs improbable, did not 
both its appearance and fmell prove it to be the excrement in queftion. I was in 
thefe iflands when feveral barks came to load with it ; when the infupportable fmell 
left me no room to doubt of the nature of their cargo. I do not however pretend to 
deny, but that it may be mixed with earth, or that the molt fuperficial part of the 
earth -does not contract the like virtue, fo as to produce the fame effect. But however 
it be, this is the manure ufed in the fields fowed with maize, and with proper water- 
ings is found greatly to fertilize the foil, a little of it being put clofe to every ftem, 
and immediately watered. It is all'o of ufe in fields of other grain, except wheat and 
barley, and, confequently, prodigious quantities of it yearly uled in agriculture. 

Befides the orchards, fields, and gardens, with which this country is fo delightfully 
variegated, there are other parts where nature itfelf fpdntaneoufly furnifhes beautiful 
profpe&s for the inhabitants, and plenty of excellent food for their cattle ; particularly 
the hills of St. Chriftopher and Amancaes, whofe perpetual verdure, diverfified in fpring 
with elegant flowers, feems to invite the neighbouring inhabitants to a nearer enjoyment 
of the beauties it prefents at a diftance to their view. The parts in the neighbourhood 
of the city, to the diftance of fix or eight leagues, offer the like entertainment j and 
accordingly many families refort thither for the change of air, and the tranquillity of 
rural amufement. The hills' called Amancaes, already mentioned, have their name from 
a certain flower growing on them. It is yellow, and of the campanula form, with 
four pointed leaves. Its colour is remarkably brilliant, and in that wholly confifts its 
value, being totally void of fragrancy. 

Befides thefe delightful retreats, the city has a public walk in the fuburb of St.Lazaro, 
called Alameda, cGnfifting of rows of orange and lemon trees ; along the l^mks oi 
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the river is another, called the Acho, to which there is a daily refort of coaches and 
calalhes. , 

The only monuments of antiquity remaining in the neighbourhood of Lima, are 
the guacas, or fepulchres of the Indians, and fome walls, which were built on both 
lides of the roads, and are frequently teen all over this country. But three leagues 
north-eaft of the .city, in a valley called Guachipa, are Hill Handing the walls of a 
large town. Through ignorance I did not vifit them whilft 1 was at Lima : the account 
of them, however, which the ingenious Marquis de Valde Lvrios was pleafed to give 
me, may be equally .relied on, as if related from my own knowledge ; efpecially as he 
took a very accurate lurvey of the whole. lie obferved, that the llrcets were very 
narrow ; that the w r alls of the lioufes, which in common with all the buildings of that 
time were without roofs, were only of mud, and that each houfe confilted of three 
linall fquare apartments. The doors towards the Itreet, were not fo high as the general 
flature of a man, but the walls, wanted little of three yards. Among all the houfes 
which cotnpofed this large town, fituated at the foot of a mountain, is one, whofe 
walls overlook all the others, and thence it is concluded to have belonged to the 
cacique or prince ; though its ruinous condition renders it iinpolfible to determine 
abfolutely. The inhabitants of this valley, where the fruitful fields are watered from 
the river Rimac, at no great diltance from thefe ruins, call them Old Caxamarca, 
though it cannot now be difeovered whether that was the real name of the town in the 
times of paganifm. For there neither remains any memorial of fuch tradition, nor 
any mention of it in the hiltories of that kingdom, written by Garcilazo and Herrera ; 
fo that all we know is, that the epithet Old is now applied to it by way jof dillin&ion 
from the prefent town of Caxamarca. 

One alionifhing particular in the walls of this town, and in all others in the neigh- 
bouring valleys, is, that though built on the furface of the earth, without any founda- 
tion, they have withftood thole violent earthquakes which overthrew the more folid 
buildings of Lima and other large towns erected in the Spanilh manner : having 
received no other damage than what naturally refults from being forl’aken, or what the 
drivers have done who make it a rolling place for their cattle in the road to Lima. 

From the conllruction of thefe houfes it .may be inferred, that long experience has 
inftructed the natives, that in parts fo lubject to earthquakes, it was improper to lay a 
foundation in order to llrengthen the walls ; and tradition informs us, that when the 
newly-conquered Indians faw the Spaniards dig foundations for lofty buildings, they 
laughed at them, telling them they were digging their own fepulchres ; intimating, that 
the earthquakes would bury them under the ruins of their houfes. It is indeed a me- 
lancholy proof of pride and obltinacy, that after having the prudert example of the 
Indians before their eyes, the total ruin of the city, at four different times, in Iefs than 
the fpace of two hundred years, has not been able entirely to eradicate the deftruttive 
paffion for airy and elegant buildings, though thefe neceii'irily require large and lofty 
walls, which mult have a foundation proportioned to the magnitude of the* Itrutture, 
and the weight they are to fupport. 


CHAP. IX. — Of the Plenty and different Kinds of Provifions at Lima. 

THE fertility of the foil, the goodnefs of the climate, and the convenient fituation of 
Lima, #0ncur to maintain in it a cpnflant plenty. The fruits and herbs have been 
vol. xiv. 4 it already 
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already mentioned ; it remains that we confider the meat and filh with which it is alfo 
equally provided. * 

The bread at Lima is inconteftably the belt in all this part of America, both with 
regard to its coloiir and talle, the goodnefs of the corn being improved by the manner 
of working it ; and at the fame time fo reafonable, that the inhabitants ufe no other. 
It is of three kinds : one called Criollo, the crumb of which is very, light and fpongy ; 
the fecond, French bread ; and the lalt, foft bread. It is kneaded by negroes em- 
ployed by the bakers, many of whom are very rich, and their (hops always well pro- 
vided. Befides their own Haves, the bakers are alfo obliged to receive any delivered 
up to them by their mailers to work as a punifhment ; and for thefe, befides finding 
the Haves in provifions, they pay the mailer the ufual wages in money or in bread. 
This punifhment is the feverelt that can be inflicted on them, and, indeed, all the 
hardlhips and cruelties of the galleys are lefs than what thefe wretches are obliged to 
undergo. They are forced to work the whole day, and part of the night, with 
little food and lefs fleep ; fo that in a few days the molt vigorous and llubborn Have 
becomes weak and fubmilfive, and prollrates himfelf before his mailer, with tears, 
intreaties, and promifes of amendment on being removed from that place, the dread 
of which is doubtlefs of the greatcll ufe in awing the valt number of Haves, both 
within and without the city. 

Their mutton is the moll common food, and is very palatable from the nitrous 
pallures where the flieep are fattened. The beef alfo is good, but little euten except 
by the Europeans, lb that two or three bealts fupply the city for a week. Here is alfo 
plenty of poultry, partridges, turtle-doves, &t\ Pork is alfo in great abundance, 
though not equally delicate with that of Carthagena. The lard is tiled in drefling all 
kinds of diflies whether of flefh or filh, oil being only ufed in falads and the like. 
This method of cookery is faid to have had its rife when the country afforded no oil, 
and has been continued to the prefent time, notwithllanding it is now produced in great 
quantities. Antonia de Rivero, an inhabitant of Lima, in the year 1660, planted the 
lirft olive-tree ever leen in Peru. 

From the mountains are often font, by way of prefent, frozen calves ; l^ing 
killed there, and left two or three days on the heaths to freeze ; after which they are 
carried to Lima, where they may be kept any time required, without the leall tendency 
to putrefaction. 

Of filh there is Hill a greater variety daily brought from the neighbouring parts of 
Chorillos, Callao, and Ancon, the Indian inhabitants of which make filhing their 
whole bufinefs. The molt palatable are the corbinas, and the pege reyes, or king’s 
filh ; but thofe in the greatell plenty, and at the fame time very palatable, are the 
anchovies. The corbinas, and the king’s filh, infinitely excel thofe of Spain; the 
latter is alfo remarkable for its fize, being generally fix or feven Paris inches in length ; 
yet even thefe are thought to be furpaffed by thofe caught in Buenos Ayres river. It is 
a fait- water lifli, but very little different from that caught in the rivers of Spain. The 
river of Lima affords a fort of prawns, two or three inches in length, but thofe ihould 
rather be called cray-filh. 

The whole coalts abound with fuch Ihoals of anchovies, as exceed all comparifon ; 
and befides the valt quantities caught by filhermen, they are the chief food of innumer- 
able flights of birds, with which all thofe iflands abound, and commonly called guanoes, 
poflibly from the guano or dung mentioned .in the preceding chapter ; many of them 
are indeed alcatraces, a kind of gull, though all comprehended under the generical 
name of guanoe6. A little after the appearance of the fun, they rife froth thofe 
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iflands in fuch large and thick flights as totally to cover them, and fly towards . the fea 
, for an hour or two, without any vifible decreafe of their number. When at fome dis- 
tance from the land they divide themfelves, and begin their fifliing in a very entertain- 
ing manner. ♦ They fly in a circle at a confiderable height above the water, and, on 
feeing a fifh, they dart down With their beak foremoft and their wings clofed with fuch 
force, that the agit ation of the water is feen at a diftance ; after which, they rife again 
into the air, and devour the filh. Sometimes they remain a confiderable time under 
water, and rife at fome diftance fronrthe place where they fell, doubtlefs becaufe the 
fifh has endeavoured to efcape, thus difputing celerity with them in their own element. 
They are continually feen in the place they frequent, fome watching in gyrations, fome 
darting down, others rifing with their prey ; while their great numbers render this con- 
fuflon diverting to the fpedator. When they are either tired or fatisfied, they alight 
upon the waves, and, at fun-fet, forming themfelves into one body, withdraw to the 
iilands where they pal's the night. 

At the port of Callao it is obferved, that all the birds which reft on thofe iflands to 
the north of it, in the morning univerlally fly towards the fouth in quell of prey, re- 
turnin'g in the evening to their place of reft ; when the middle of the flight is over the 
harbour, neither the beginning nor end can be feen, and the whole flock take up two 
or three hours in palling over. 

Though Ihell-filh are very fcarce along this coaft, ,fomc are found near Callao ; 
particularly a kind, the Ihell of which refembles that of a mufcle, though much larger. 
The fifh itfelf has more the appearance of an oyfter, and much the fame tafte. 

The wines at Lima are of different forts, white, red, and dark red : and of each 
fort fome are very generous and delicious. They are imported from the coafts of Nafca, 
Pifco, Lucumba, and Chili ; but the latter produces the bell, and among them fome 
mufcadel. The wine of Nafca is white, and has thp leaft demand of any, being in- 
ferior to the others, both in quality and tafte. That from Pifco has the g?eateft fale ; 
and, from the fame place, come all the brandies, either ufed at Lima or exported ; no 
rum being either made or fifed here. 

Moll of the dried fruits are brought from Chili ; and, by means of the trade carried 
on Detween the two kingdoms, Lima is fupplied with all manner of fruits knbwn in 
Spain, as almonds, walnuts, filberts, pears,’ apples, &c. fo that their tables' cannot, in 
this refped, fail of plenty and elegance, having at one time the fruits of the different 
feafons, both of America and Europe. But amidft this plenty, every thing is very 
dear, the price being four or five times as much as at Quito, bread only excepted. 
Wine, oil, and dried fruits* are fome of the cheapeft. The poor clafs, however, as 
the negroes and other calls, live tolerably well, filh, which is little efteemed by the 
opulent, felling at a low price ; the fame may be laid of mutton and beef, with regard 
to the inhabitants of this country in general.* 

Sweetmeats are alfo here in the fame plenty as in the o her parts of South America, 
though feldom eaten, except as deferls, and even then very moderately. . Inftead of 
chocolate, mate or Paraguay tea is generally ufed, and prepared twice a day. Though 
this has here the deled already obferved, it is better prepared than in any other 
P^t. 

* A quarter of their bell beef may be bought lor eight rials (js 71I. (Icrling) ; the hide of a beaR 
being, commonly, of more value than the carcafe. A.. 
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CHAP. X. — Trade and Commerce of Lima. 

THE city of Lima could not have attained to fuch fplendour, if, bcfidcs being the 
capital of Peru, it had not been all'o the general flap!? 1 of the kingdom. But as it 
is the rcfidence of the government and thief tribunals, in it is alfo the common factory 
for commerce of every kind, and the centre of the puxlcds and manufactures of the 
other provinces, together with thofe of Europe,- brought o'- er in the galleons or regif- 
ter-fhips ; and from hence they are dillributcd through the vait extent of thefe king- 
doms, whole wants are fupplied from Lima, as their common mbthei. At the head 
of this commerce is the tribunal Del Coiiluiado, which appoints commilfaries to refide 
in the other cities of its dependencies, extending through all Peru. 

All the wealth of the fouthern provinces is brought to Lima, where it is embarked 
on board the fleet, which, at the time of the galleons, fails from Callao to Panama. 
The proprietors of the trealure commit it to the merchant.-, of Lima, who traffic at the 
fair with this and their own flock. The fame fleet returns to the haibour of Paita, 
where the European merchandizes of value purclialed at Porto Bello fair are landed, in 
order to avoid the delay of failing to Callao, and lent by land to lama, on droves ol 
mules ; but thofe of lei’s value arc carried thither by the fame /hips. 

Oil the arrival of thefe commodities at Lima, the merchants remit to their correfpon- 
dents fuch parts as they had a commiflion to purchafe, referving the red in warehoules to 
diipole of on their own account to traders, who at this time refort to Lima, or fend 
them to their factors in the inland provinces, who remit the returns in money or bills 
of exchange to their principals at Lima. Thefe condgnments are repeated till they 
have difpol'ed of their whole dock. Thus the cargo of a llolilla lads a confiderabie 
time, there being no immediate vpnl for the whole. 

The produce of the Tales in the inland parts of the kingdom, is fent to Lima in bars 
of diver, and pignas % and is coined at the mint in this city. Thus the traders have 
not duly a great profit in the lale ol their goods, but all'o in the returns of their lilver, 
which they take at a lower rate than is allowed them for it. All thefe Tales niaj| be 
conddered as an exchange of one commodity for another ; for he who fells the goods 
agrees both with regard to their price, at the rate in which he is to take the diver bars, 
or pignas; and thus tu'o fpecies of trade are Irani acted at the fame time, one on a lale 
of goods, and the other of diver. 

The remittances fent to Lima during the interval between the flotillas, are laid nut 
in manufactures of the country, great quantities of which. come from the province of 
Quito ; and this trade is carried on in all reipecls Jik<- the former ; for the conl’umption 
of them being equal or rather larger, they are not lefs necellary here than in Europe, 
being worn by all the lower clals of people, who cannot afford the price of the Euro- 
pean fluffs; anil the generality of traders who come to Lima purchafe ftufl’s of both 
kinds, that they may be provided with affortments for culfomers of all ranks. 

Bcfldes this commerce, which is the molt confiderabie, and tranfafled wholly by 
means of this city, Lima has alfo its particular trade wiijt the kingdoms both of North 
and South America. 'J'he rnofl confiderabie commodity received from the former is 
fnuff, which is brought from the Ilavannah to Mexico, and after being there improved, 
is forwarded to Lima, and from thence lent into the other provinces. This trade is 

c 

* Pigna* arc porous light maflisof fiber, being an amalgam of mercury and iluft taken out of th - 

mines. 
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c&rried on nearly in the fame manner as that of Panama ; buf thole who deal in this 
commodity, never trouble themfelve^ with any other except perfumes, as ambergrife, 
mufk, &c. and porcelain ware. Some of thefe traders are fettled at Lima ; others re- 
fide there occafionally, but are in general factors to the merchants at Mexico. Lima 
alio receives from the ports # of New Spain naphtha, tar, iron, and fome indigo for 

The kingdom of Terra Firrna fends to Lima leaf-tobacco, and pearls, which here 
meet with a good market ; for befidds the great numbers worn by the ladies, no mu* 
latto woman is without fome ornament or other made of them. During a free afliento 
of negroes, this commerce is always carried by way of Panama, and to a confiderable 
amount. 

The Indies, and indeed women of all ranks, have a very ancient Quftom, namely, the 
carrying in their mouths a limpion, or cleanfer, of tobacco. The firlt intention of this 
was to keep the teeth clean, as the name itlelf intimates. Thefe limpions are fmall 
rolls of tobacco, four inches in length, and nine lines in diameter, and tied with a 
thread, which they imtwilt as the limpion waftes. One end of this they put into their 
mouth, and after chewing* it for fome time, rub the teeth with it, and thus keep them 
always clean and white. The lower clafs ol people, who generally pervert the belt 
things, carry this cultom to fuch excels, as to keep continually in their mouths a roll 
ol tobacco, an inch and a half in diameter ; afieding to diitinguifh themfelves by the 
largenefs of their limpions, though it abfolutclv disfigures them. This cultom, toge- 
ther with that of fmoaking, which is equally common among the men, occafions a great 
demand for leaf tobacco. The limpions are made of Guayaquil tobacco mixed with 
fome of that brought from the Havannah to Panama ; but that ufed in fmoaking comes 
from Santa Mayobamba, Jam do Bracamaros, Llulla, and Chillaos, where it grows in 
the greatelt plenty, and L bell adapted to that purpofe. 

All the timber ufed in building houles, refitting fhips, or building fmhll barks at 
Callao, is brought from Guayaquil, together with the cacao ; but the eonfumption of 
the latter is here very fmall, the Paraguay tea being more generally ufed. The timber 
trade is carried on by the mailers of lliips, who bring it hither on their own account, 
as we have already obferved in deferibing Guayaquil, and, depofiting it in llore-houfes 
at Callao, fell it as opportunity oilers. 

The coafls of Nalca and Pifco fend to Lima wine, brandy, raifins, olives, and oil : 
and the kingdom of Chili, wheat, Hour, lard, leather, cordage, wines, dried fruits, 
and fome gold. Bolides thefe, all lbrts of goods are alio laid up at Callao, in ftore- 
houfes built for that purpoie ; fome on account of the owners who remit them, others 
for mailers of lliips who purchafe them on the fpot where the\ gi >w, or are made. 
Every Monday during the whole year there is a fair at Callao, whither the proprietors 
and dealers refort irorn all parts ; and the goods are carried, according to the buyers’ 
direction, on droves of mules kept there for that purpofe by the mailers of the ware- 
houses, and whofe profit wholly conlilts in the hire of thefe beafts. 

The provifions brought to Lima are not only fuilicient to fupply its numerous inha- 
bitants, but great quantities of all kinds are lent to Ouito, and its jur^Udion, to Valles, 
and Panama. Copper and tin in bars are brought from Coquimbo ; from the moun- 
tains De Caxamarca and Chacapoyas, canvas made of cotton for fails and other If lifts 
of that kmd, and alfo of Pita : cordovan leather, and foap, are made all over Valles*. 

* Their cotton canvas is not above four inches wide, fo that fail-making in this part of Arr,f>r;ca i* very 
tedious ; but their fails made of this narrow canvas are very flrong and laifing. A. 
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From the fouthern provinces* as Plata, Oruro, Potofi, and Cufco, is fent Vicuna wool 
for making hats, and fome fluffs of a peculiar finenefs. Laftly, from Paraguay the 
herb called by that name is fent, of which there is an amazing confumption, it being 
fent from Lima among the other provinces, as far as Quito. There is no province in 
Peru, which does not remit to Lima its products and manufactures, and fupplies itfelf 
from hence with the neceffary commodities. Thus Lima is the emporium to which 
people refort from all parts ; and trade being always in a conftant circulation, befides 
the continual refort of Grangers, the families of rank are enabled to fupport the ex- 
pences of that fplendour I have already mentioned ; for, without fuch continual affift- 
ance, they mult either contract their expences, or fall victims to their offcntation. 

It would naturally be imagined that by a commerce fo extenflve and important, many 
raft fortunes muft be acquired, efpecially as every branch of it is attended with great 
profits ; but if there are fome who actually do acquire great riches, neither their num- 
ber nor opulence are equal to what might be expeCted ; for by a narrow infpcCtion, 
there will hardly be found above ten or fifteen houfes of trade, exclufivc of immove- 
ables, as lands and offices, whole flock in money and goods amounts to five or fix hun- 
dred thoufand crowns ; and to one that exceeds this fum, there are more that fall Ihort 
of it. Many poffefs from one to three hundred thoufand crowns, and thefe are indeed the 
perfons who compofe the main body of trade, llelides thefe there are great numbers of 
inferior traders, whofe capitals .do not exceed fifty or a hundred thoufand crowns. The 
paucity of immcnfe fortunes amidft fuch advantages is doubtfefs owing to the enormous 
expences ; whence, though their gains are great, they can hardly fupport their credit ; 
fo that after paying the fortunes of their daughters, and the eflablilhing their fons, the 
wealth of molt families terminates with the life of him who raifed it, being divided into 
as many l’mall flocks as he had dependents; unlefs fome, either by indultry or good 
fortune, improve the portion they .obtained by inheritance. 

The inhabitants of Lima have a natural difpofition and aptitude for commerce, and 
the city may be confidered as an academy to which great numbers repair to perfect 
themfelves ih the various arts of trade. They both penetrate into the fineffes of the 
feller, and artfully draw the purchafer into their views., They are bleffed with a re- 
markable talent of perfuafion, at the fame time that they are incapable of being per- 
fuaded, as well as of artfully eluding objections. They affect to flight what they are 
molt defirous of purchafing, anti by that means often make very advantageous bargains, 
which none can obtain from them. Bur after all thefe precautions and finefles in buy- 
ing and felling, for which they are fo diftinguiffied, none are more punctual and honour- 
able in performing their contracts. 

Befides the lliops where fluffs and goods of that kind are fold, there are others for 
fnuff ; and in thefe may be purchafed the wrought plate, whichris bought in the cities 
near the mint's, where it is made. 

The wholefale traders, who have large warehoufes, are not above keeping (hops 
where they fell by retail, which is reckoned no difgrace ; and thus they gain that profit 
which they muft otherwife allow to others. And from this indulgence granted to every 
branch of commerce, it flourilhes very greatly. There are, however, many families, 
who, as I have already obferved, fupport a proper fplendor entirely by the revenue of 
their eftate.s, without joining in the cares and hurry of commerce. But a greater num- 
ber with eftates, add the advantages of commerce,, in order to preferve them. Thefe, 
however, deal only at the fairs of the galleons, qnd in other large branches of commerce ; 
and find the benefit of having abandoned thole fcruples brought by their anceftors from 
Spain, namely, that trade would tarnifh the luftre of their nobility. 
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CHAP. XI. — Extent of the Jurif diction of the Viceroy of Peru : together with the Audi- 
ences and Diocefes of that Kingdom. 

THE foregoing accounts naturally lead to the extent of the audience of Lima, and the 
jurifdi&ion of the viceroy of Peru. But fuch a particular defcription as 1 have already 
given of Quito, requiring a perfonal knowledge of all its provinces, and jurifdi&ions, 
and alfo a particular work, from the extenfivenefs of the fubjetl, I ftiall confine myfelf 
to fome principal accounts, but which will convey an adequate idea of the vaft domi- 
nions of this country. In order to this I have confulted feveral perfons, fome of which 
have been veiled with high employments here, and others whofe commendable curiofity, 
as natives of this country, had prompted them to acquire an exad knowledge of it. 
This was a refource of abfolute neceflity; no opportunity having offered of vifiting 
the inland parts of thefe countries; and the accounts we received of them at Lima, 
wi re not to be depended upon, with that confidence neceffary to their being inferted 
heie; for confidering the vail diftance between the capital and fome provinces, it is no 
wonue'r they are but little known at Lima. The reader will therefore indulge me in 
giving a fuperficial account of fome ; for according to the method in which I began to 
write the hillory, we (hall inferL filch particulars only as are authentic ; it being un- 
doubtedly more advantageous to fay a little with truth, # than to engage in prolix and 
uncertain particulars. 

In order the better to deferibe the countries governed by the viceroy of Peru, without 
departing from the plan hitherto obferved, I fliall divide the whole jurifdi&ion of its 
government into thole audiences of which it confifts ; thefe into the diocefes they con- 
tain ; and the diocefes into jurifdictions under a corregidor. 

The viceroyalty oi Peru in South America, extends t over thofe vaft countries, included 
in the jurifdidtions of the audience of Lima, Los Charcas, and Chili ; and in thefe are 
comprehended the governments of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Paraguay, Tucuman, and 
Buenos Ayres. Though thefe three provinces and the kingdom of Chili have particu- 
lar governors invefted with all the authority agreeable to fuch a character, and as fuch 
are ablolute in political, civil, and military affairs, yet, in fome cafes, are fubordihate to 
the viceroy ; for inftancc, on the death of any inferior governor, the vacancy is fupplied 
by him. Before the ere&ion of the viceroyalty of the new kingdom of Granada in 
1739, that of Peru, as we have already obferved, extended to the countries of the two 
audiences of Terra Firtna and Quito ; but thofe being then feparated from it, the bounds 
of it on the north were the jurildi£tion*of Piura, which extends to thofe of Guayaquil 
and Loxa, and that of Chacapayas, which joins to the government of Jaen dc Braca- 
inoros. Thus the viceroyalty of Peru begins at the bay of Guayaquil, at the coaft of 
Tumbez, in 3° 25' fouth latitude, and reaches to th. land of Magellan in 50°, confe- 
quently it extends one thoufand and twelve fea leagues. Eaftward it partly terminates 
on Brazil, being bounded by the celebrated line, or meridian of demarkation, or that 
which leparates the dominions of Spain and Portugal, and on the coaft of the North Sea : 
and on the weft is terminated Ijy the South Sea. 

The audience of Lima, erefted in the year 1542, though it was the ^ar 1544 before 
any feflion was held in that city, contains within its jurifdiclion one archbifhoprick, and 
four bifhoprics, viz. 

The arthbilhopric of Lima, and the bilhoprics of Truxillo, Guamanga, Cufco, and 
Arequipa. 

The 
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The archbilhopric of Limj, to which the precedence in every refped belongs, lhall 
be the fubjed of this chapter. It contains fourteen jurifdidions, which I lhall treat of 
in the order of their fituatioa, beginning with thofe neareft the capital, and concluding 
with thofe which are moll remote : the fame method lhall alfo be obferved in the other 
diocefcs. 


I. The Curcado or circuit of Lima. 

II. Chancay. 

III. Santa. 

IV. Canta. 

V. Canete. 

VI. Ica, Pifco, and Nafca. 

VII. Guarachia. 

VIII. Guanuco. 


IX. Yauyos. 

X. Caxatambo. 

XI. Sarma. 

XII. Jouxa. 

XIII. Conchucos. 

XIV. Guyalas. 
XV. Guamalies. 


I. II. III. The jurifdidions of Lima, Chancay, and Santa have been already ddcribed 
in Chap. III. 

IV. The jurifdidion of Canta begins at the diltance of five leagues north-north-eall 
of Lima, where it terminates on the curcado of 'that city. It extends above thirty 
leagues, and the greater part of them taken up by the lirfl branch of the Cordillera of 
the Andes ; fo that the temperature of the air is different in different parts of the 
country ; that part which lies low or among the valleys being hot, thofe on the Ikirts 
of the mountains, which are alfo intermixed with fotne plains, temperate ; and thofe 
in the upper parts of the mountains cold. This difference of air is of great advantage 
both to the fruits of the earth and paftures ; for by appropriating every fpecies to its 
proper degree of heat, the produce is large, and exceedingly good. Among all the 
fruits the pRpa is particularly diftinguilhed, and the roots carried to Lima, where they 
meet with a good market. The vail fields of bombon, part of which belongs to this 
jurifdidion, are by their high fituation always cold ; yet they afford pafture for innu- 
merable flocks of llieep. Thefe extenfivc tracts of land are divided into haciendas, or 
eftates belonging to noble families of Lima. At Guamantanga, one of the towns in 
this jurifdidion, is a miraculous crucifix, devoutly worfliipped ; the inhabitants of Lima, 
and the neighbouring country, go thither in pilgrimage at Whitfuntide to afiilt at a fel- 
tival, inftituted particularly in honour of it. 

V. The town of Canete is the capital of the jurifdidion of its name. Its jurifdidion 

begins at the diftance of fix leagues fouth front Lima, and extends along the coaft in 
the fame rhumb above thirty leagues. The temperature of the air in this jurifdidion is 
the fame with that in the valleys of Lima; and the country being watered by a large > 
river, and other lefier ftreams, produced vaft quantities of wheat and maize. Great 
part of the lands are planted with canes, from whence they extrad an excellent fugar. 
Thefe profitable trads of land belong alfo to noble families. In the neighbourhood of 
Chilca, fituated about ten leagues from Lima, is found faltpetre of which gunpowder is 
made at that city. Befides thefe advantages it has a good fifhery, which affords a com- 
fortable fubfiftence to the Indian inhabitants of the towns, particularly thofe fituated 
pear the fea-coaft : together with plenty of fruits, pulfe, and poultry, the breeding of 
which(is another occupation of the Indians ; whence a large trade is parried on between 
this jurifdidion and Lima. . * 

VI. Ica, Pifco, and Nafca, are three towns which denominate this jurifdidion ; one 
part of it runs along the coaft fouth ward, and its territories extend above fixty leagues ; 
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but are intermixed with fome deferts, and the country being Tandy, thofe parts which 
are beyond the reach of the trenches} cut from the rivers are generally barren. I fay 
generally, becaufe there are fome t rafts, which, without the benefit of an artificial 
f ' watering, are planted with vines, and produce excellent grapes, the roots being fup- 
plied with moifture from the internal humidity of the earth. Great q uan tities of wines 
are made frofn them, and chiefly exported to Callao, and from thence to Guayaquil 
and Panama $ alfo to Guamanga, and other inland provinces : they alfo extraft from 
thcfe wines great quantities of brandy*. Some parts of this jurifdiftion are planted with 
olive-trees, which produce excellent fruit either for eating or oil. The fields, which 
are watered by the trenches, yield an uncommon plenty of wheat, maize, and fruits. 
The jurifdiftion of lea is remarkable for fpacious woods of algari obales or carob- trees, 
with the fruit of which the inhabitants feed vail numbers of afles, for the ufes of agri- 
culture. The Indians who live near the lea apply themfelves to fifhing, and after fak- 
ing carry it to the towns among the mountains, u here they never fail of a good market. 

VII. The jurifdiftion of Guarachia contains the tirft chain and part of the fccond 
of the mountains, extending itfelf along thefe chains above forty leagues. This province 
begins about fix leagues caff of Lima. From the difpofition of its parts, thofe places 
only which lie in the valley, and in the breaches of the mountains, are inhabited ; and 
thefe are very fertile, producing great quantities of fruit, wheat, barley, maize, and 
other grain. In its mountains are feveral filver mines, though but few of them are 
wrought, •Being none of the richeft. 

VIII. Guanuco is a city and the capital of its jurifdiftion, which begins forty leagues 
north-eaft of Lima. This city was formerly one of the principal in thefe kingdoms, 
and the fettlement of fome of the firft conquerors ; but at prefent in fo ruinous a con- 
dition, that the principal houfes where thefe great men lived remain as it were only 
monuments of its former opulence. The other parte of it can hardly be compared to 
an Indian town. The temperature of the air in the greateft part of its territories is very 
pure and mild ; and the foil fruitful. Several kinds of fweetmeats and jellies are made 
here, and fold to other provinces. 

IX. The jurifdiftion of Yauyos begins twenty leagues fouth-eaft from Linja, and 
takes up part of the firft and fecond chain of the Cordilleras ; confequently the tempe- 
rature of the air is different in different parts. The greateft length of this jurifdiftion 
is about thirty leagues, and abounds In fruit, wheat, barley, maize, &c. whilft other 
parts are continually clothed with verdure, and feed numerous herds and flocks for the 
markets of Lima ; and thefe are the raoft confiderable articles of its commerce. 

X. The jurifdiftion of Caxatamba, which begins thirty-five leagues north of Lima, 
extends about twenty leagues, and partly among the mountains, whence the tempera- 

* ture of the air is various j but the whole territory is very fertile in grain. It has alfo 
fome filver mines, which are worked, and the Indians have manufafturcs of bays, 
which make part of the trade of this jurifdiftion, ' 

k XI. The jurifdiftion of Sarma is one of the largeft in tfiis archbifliopric. > It begins 
forty leagues north-eaft from Lima, and terminates eaftward on a.tract of land inhabited 
by wild Indians, called Maran-cochas, who often make inroads into the territories of 
this jurifdiftion. The difference of the air in its feveral parts, renders it capable of 
producing all kinds of grain and fruits, which the inhabitants are not wanting to 
improve. The temperate parts are fown with wheat, barley, maize, and other grain ; 
while th^ colder parts afford jpafture to infinite numbers of cattle of all kinds. This 
province is alfo rich in filver mines ; and as many of them are worked, they fpread 
affluence all over the country. Befides thefe important four ^es of commerce, and that 
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of the cattle, the making of bays and other eoarfe fluffs, profitably employ great num- 
bers of Indians inmoft of. its towns. , 

XII. The jurifdiCtion of Jouxa borders on the fouthern extremity ©f the former, and 
beg ins about forty leagues eaft of Lima, and extends forty more along the fpacious 
valleys and plains between the two Cordilleras of the Andes. In the middle of it runs 
a large river, called alfo Jouxa, the fource of which is in the lake of Chincay-Choca, 
in the province of Sarma. It is alfo one of the branches of the river of the Amazons. 
The whole jurifdiCtion of this province is divided into two parts by the river, and in 
both are feveral handfome towns, well inhabited by Spaniards, Mpftizos, and Indians. 
The {oil produces plenty of wheat and other grain, together with a great variety of 
fruits. It has alio a confiderable lhare of trade, being the great road to the provinces 
of Cufco, Paz, Plata, and others to the fouthward, here called Tiera de Ariba, or the 
Upper Country. Like the former, it borders eaftward on the wild Indians of the moun- 
tains, but among which the order of St. Francis has eftablilhed feveral millions, the 
firft being in the town of Ocopa. Within its dependances are feveral filver mines, 
fome of which being worked, greatly increal'e the riches of this province. 

XIII. The jurifdiCtion of Conchucos begins forty leagues north-north-eaft of Lima, 
and extends along the center of the Cordillera ; fo that its air is different according to 
the height of the fituation of its feveral parts, the mildell of which produce all kinds 
of grain and fruits, and the others, where the effects of the cold checks this fertility, 
afford pafture for cattle of all kinds. In this jurifdiCtion are great numbers -of looms ; 
the principal occupation of the Indians being feveral kinds of woollen manufactures, 
ahd thefe conftitute the greateft part of its commerce with other provinces. 

XIV. The province of Guy alas, like the former, extends along the center of the 
Cordillera, beginning fifty leagues from Lima, and in the fame direction as the other ; 
this jurifdiCtion is large, and has different temperatures of air. The low parts produce 
grain and fruits, the upper abound in cattle and Iheep, which form the greateft branch 
of their trade. 

- XV. The laft is that of Guamalies, which, like the former, is fituated in the 
ceiiter .of the Cordillera, consequently its air very different. This jurifdiCtion begins 
eighty leagues north-eaft of Lima, and it§ fituation being rather cold than temperate, 
few places are fertile in its whole extent, which is above forty leagues. The Indian 
inhabitants of the towns apply themfelves to weaving, and make a great variety of bays, 
ferges, and other fluffs, with which they carry on a very confiderable trade with the 
other provinces, deftitute of fuch manufactures. 

, The preceding provinces, together with the following in the audience of Lima, as 
in thofe belonging to Charcas, are full of towns, villages and hamlets, inhabited by 
Spaniards, Meftizos, and Indians ; but with fome difference, the number of Spaniards 
being greater in fome, and in others that of the Indians. Many of them are indeed 
folely inhabited by the latter. The diftance from the capital of the province, efpecially 
to the towfts fituated on its frontiers, being fo great, as to render it impoffibie for tfife 
borregidor to difeharge his office every where with the neceffary punctuality and atten- 
tion, the province is divided into feveral diftri&s, confiding of three or four towns, 
.ftiote or lefs, according to their largencfs and diftance ; and over thefe is placed a 
^legate. 

Ev§ry fettlement of any confequence maintains a prieft ; and fo commendable is their 
twdvifion in this refpeCt, that fometimes two, three, or more fmall places join to fup- 
pOrt one, either alone or with a curate ; fo that fome ecclefiaftics have diftant fettle- 
ifcehts under their care. Thefe incumbents are either feculars or regulars^ itc^i^bg 
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to the right acquired by each of thefe claffes, as having been employed in the conver- 
fion of the Indians immediately after the conqueft. 

CHAP. XII. — Of the Provinces in the Diocefes of Truxillo, Gnamanga , Cufco, and 

Arequipa. 

NORTH of the archiepifcopal dicftefe of Lima, lies the bifhopric of Truxillo, and 
with it terminates on that fide both the jurifdittion of that audience, and the viceroyalty 
of Peru : but the whole extent of this diocefe is not under the jurifdi&ion of this audi- 
ence, nor of that of the viceroy : for it alfo includes the government of Jaen de Braca- 

moros, which, as we have already obferved, belongs to the province and audience 
of Quito. We ihali therefore exclude it, and only give an account of the feven jurif- 
didtions in the diocefe of Truxillo belonging to the viceroyalty of Peru, and the audience 
of Lima. 

Jurifdi&ions in the diocefe of Truxillo : 

I. Truxillo. V. Chachapayas. 

II. Sana. ’ VI. Llulia, and Chilloas. 

III. Piura. VII. Pataz, or Caxamarquilla. 

IV. Caxainarca. 

I. II. III. A fufficient account having already been given ( Chap. I. II.) of the jurif- 
di&ions of Truxillo, Sana, and Piura, it only remains to fpeak of the other four. 

IV. Caxamarca lies to the eailward of Truxillo, and its jurifdiction extends along a 
vaft interval betwixt the two Cordilleras of the Andeg. It enjoys a fertility of all kinds 
of corn, fruits, and efculent vegetables ; alfo cattle, flteep, and efpecially hogs, of 
which they fell vaft numbers to the farmers in the valleys, who, after fattening them 
with maize, fend them to the markets in the great towns ; particularly the farmers of 
the valley of Chincay and others, who derive a confiderable trade in thefe creatures at 
Lima, Truxillo, and other flourilhing places. The Indians throughout this jurifdi&ion 
weave cotton for fhips’ fails, bed-curtains, cjuilts, and other ufes, which are fent into 
the other provinces. Here are alfo fome filver mines, but of little confequence. 

V. Qnthe fame fide, but more towards the eaft, lies thejurifdi&ion of Chachapayas. 
Its temperature is hot, being without the Cordilleras, and to the eaftward its territories 
have a low fituation. It is of great extent, but very thinly inhabited ; and the products 
of the earth only fuch as naturally flourilh in fuch a climate. The Indians' here are 
very ingenious in making cottons, particularly tapeftry, which, for the livelinefs of the 
colouss and delicacy of the work, make an elegant appearance ; thefe, together with 
the fail-cloth, bring great profits to this country, being highly valued in the other 
fiovinces. 

VI. South of Chachapayas, and alfo on the eaft fide of the Cordillera of the Andes, 
lies the jurifdi&ion of Llulia and Chilloas, which is low, warm and moift, and covered 
with woods, fo that great parts of it are uninhabited. It borders on 'tie river of Maya- 
bamba, which, beginning its courfe from thefe fouthern provinces of Peru, forms the 
river of the Amazons, as we have^al ready obferved. The principal commodity of this 
country is tobacco, which, with a* particular kind of almonds called andes* and a few 
other fruits natural to its climate, form the commerce carried on by this province with 
the others. 
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VII. The laft jurifdi&ion of this diocefe is tliat of Pataz, or Caxamarquilla. From 
its different flotations it has a variety of produ&f ; but is particularly remarkable for 
gold mines ; its chief commerce confifting in exchanging that 'metal for current money, 
elpecially filver coin, which is the more efteemed here for its fcarclty. 

Guamanga the fecond diocefe : 

t * 

The city of Guamanga, the capital of this diocefe, was founded in the year 1539, by 
Don Francifco Pizarro, on the fite of an Indian Village of the fame name. The Spa- 
niards added the name of San Juan del la Victoria, in memory of the precipitate retreat 
of Manco the Ynca, from Pizarro, who offered him battle. This city was founded for 
the conveniency of the trade carried on between Lima and Cufco ; for during this long 
diftance, there Was at that time no town, whence the travellers frequently fufl'ered by 
the incurfions of Maneo’s army. * This gave occafion to building the city on the fpot 
where the Indian village flood, though extremely inconvenient with regard to provifions, 
as lying contiguous to the great chain of the Andes ; but the war being happily termi- 
nated by the entire defeat of Manco’s party, the city was removed to its prefent fituation. 
Its jurifdi&ion, regulated at the time of its foundation, began at the frontiers of Jouxa, 
and reached to the bridge of Valcas ; but at prefent it is bounded by the provinces which 
furround it, and contains the town of Anco, about three leagues from it : the city is 
fltuated on the declivities of forpe mountains not remarkable for their height, which, ex- 
tending fouthward, inclofe a fpacious plain to the eaflward of the town, watered by a 
fmall ftream defeending from the neighbouring mountains ; but the ground on which 
the city is built being higher than the breach through which the river flows, the inha- 
bitants were obliged to provide themfelves with fmall fountains. Among the number 
of inhabitants, Guamanga boaffsat lcaft of twenty noble families, who live in the center 
of the town, in fpacious houfes pf a confiderable height, built partly of ftone, and 
covered with tiles. Befldes the largenefs of the apartments, they have extenflve gardens 
and orchards, though it is no fmall difficulty to keep thefe in order, on account of the 
fcarcity of water. The large Indian fuburbs round the city add gioatly to its extent, 
and the houfes though low are chiefly of ftone, and roofed, which confiderably augments 
the appearance of the city. This is indeed the general manner of building in the towns 
©f this kingdom, remote from the coaft. 

The cathedral is very fplendid, and its chapter, befldes the bifhop, confifts of a dean, 
archdeacon, chanter, two canons by compofltion, a penitentiary, and two prebendaries. 
It has a feminary for the fervice of the church, under the title of St. Chrillopher. The 
church of this feminary is that belonging to theparifh of the, Spaniards, and another de- 
dicated to St. Ann, the parifh-church of the Indians. Befldes thefe are the chapels of 
Carmenca, Belin, St. Sebaftian, and St. John the Baptift, depending on it. . Theparilh 
of Magdalena, inhabited by Indians, is under the care of the Dominicans, and the in- 
cumbent has the title of prieft. The city has alfo an univerfity, v ith profeflbrs of philo- 
1‘ophy, divinity, and law, and equal privileges with that of Lima, they being both royd 
foundations. The corporation is compofed of the principal nobility of the city, at the 
head of which is the corregidor, and out of this body the, alcaldes are cbolen, to fuper- 
intend the civil and political government. 

Within the walls of this pity are the convents of St. Dominic, St. Francis, the fathers 
of Mercy, St. Auguftine, St. Juan de Dios, a college of Jefuits, an hofpital of St. Francis 
de Paula. The nunneries are of the order of St. Clare, and the Carmelites ; aftd a reli- 
gious fifterhood. 
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The jurifdi&ions in the diocefe of Guamanga, are 

I. Guamanga. VI. Angaraes. 

II. Guanta. VII. Caftio Vineyna. 

III. Vilcas Guaman. , VIII. Parina-C.ocha. 

IV. Andogualas. IX. Lucanas. 

V. Guanca Belica. 

I. The jurifdi&ion of Guamanga enj&ys in every part fo good a temperature, that it 

abounds in variety of grain, fruit, and cattle, and is very populous. One part of its 
commerce confifts in bend-leather for foies of fhoes, which are cut out here. Conferves 
and fweetmeats are here made in great quantity. <• 

II. The juiifdiftion of Guanta, which lies north-north-weft of Guamanga, begins a 
little above four leagues from that city, and is in length about thirty leagues. It is very 
happy in the temperature of the climate, and fertility of the earth ; but its filver mines, 
which were formerly very rich, arc now greatly exhausted. In an ifland formed by the 
river Jouxa, called in that country Tayacaxa, grows in remarkable plenty the caca al- 
ready mentioned. 'Phis herb, and the lead produced from the mines of that metal in 
this country, are the branches of its commerce. It fupplies the city of Guamanga with 
great part of its corn and fruits., 

III. South-eaft of Guamanga, and between fix and feyen leagues from that city, is 
Vilcas Guaman, which extends above thirty leagues. The greateft part of this country 
lying in a temperate air, befides a fufficicncy of corn and fruits, and efculent vegetables, 
has very fine paftures, in which are bred vaft quantities of cattle of all kinds. The In- 
dians in the towns of this jurifdi&ion apply themfelves to weaving bays, corded fluffs, 
and other branches of the woollen manufactory, which are carried to Cufco, and other 
provinces ; but this trade is rendered very laborious by, the great diftance of the feveral 
places. Here is ftill remaining a fort built by the old Indians, and refembfes that al- 
ready defcribed, near the town of Cannar ; at the town of Vilcas Guaman was another, 
very famous, but taken down in order to ereft a church with the Itones. 

IV. Ealt, a little inclining to the i’outh of Guamanga, is Andogualas, extending eaft. 
ward along an intermediate fpace between two branches of the Cordillera, above twenty 
miles, having the advantage of being watered by feveral fmall pvers. Its climate is 
partly hot, and partly temperate, fo that the foil, being watered by thefe ftreams, pro- 
duces all kinds of fruits and grain in great plenty, efpecially maize, wheat, and fugar- 
canes. This province is one of tiie moil populous in all thofe parts ; in it the gentry of 
Guamanga have large l’ugar plantations. 

V. The government of Guanca Belica begins thirty leagues north of Guamanga. 
The town which gives name to this government was founded on account of the famous 
rich quickfilvcr mine ; and to the working it, the inhabitants owe their whole fubfift- 
ence, the coldnefs of the air checking the growth of all kinds of grains and fruits, fo' 
thU they are obliged to purchafe them from their neighbours. The town is noted* for 
a water where fuch large petrifa&ions are formed, that the inhabitants ufe them in build- 
ing houfes, and other works. , The quickfilver mines wrought here f nply with that 
neceffary mineral all the ftlver-mines of Peru ; and notwithftanding the prodigious quan- 
tities already extracted no diminution is perceived. Some attribute the difeovery of 
thefe mines to a Portuguefe, called Henrique Garces, in the yehr 1566, who accident- 
ally met arf Indian- with forae pieces of cinnaber, called by the Indians, Ilimpi, and ufed 
in painting their faces. But others, among whom are Acofta, Laett, and Efcalona, fay 
thafcthe mines of Guanca Belica were difeovered by a Navincopa, or Indian, and fer* 

vant 
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vanf to Amador Cabrera ; and that before the year 1564, Pedro Contreras and Hen- 
rique Garces had difcovered another mine of th f e fame kind at Patas. But however it 
be, the mines of Guanca Belica are the only ones now worked ; and the ufe of quiet- 
filver for aggregating the particles of filver began in the year 1571, under the direftion 
of Petro Fernandes Velafco. The mines of Guanca Belica immediately on the difeovery 
were claimed in the King’s name, and alternately governed by one of the members bf 
the audienza of Lima, with the title of fuperintendant, whofe office expired at the end 
of five years, till in the year 173.?, when Philijp V. appointed a particular governor of 
thefe mines, with the fame title of fuperintendant, but thoroughly acquainted with the 
nature of extracting this mineral, having been employed in thofe of the fame nature in 
Spafll; and by his economy the mines are worked with lefs charge, and will not be fo 
foon exhaufted. Part of the quickfilver found here is fold on the fpot to the miners, 
and the remainder fent to all the royal offices in the kingdom of Peru, for the more com- 
modious fupply of thofe whofe mines are at a great diltance. : * 

Vi. The jurifdiftion of Angaraes depends on the government of Guanca Belica, and 
begins about twenty leagues weft-north-weft of the city of Guamanga. Its territories 
reach above twenty leagues ; its air is temperate, and it abounds in wheat, maize, and 
other grains and fruits, and alfo breeds vaft droves of cattle of all kinds. 

VII. Weft of the city of Guamanga is the jurifdiction of Caftio Vincyna. In fome 
parts this province extends above thirty leagues, aftd has fuch a variety of temperatures, 
that it produces every kind of grain and fruits. The heaths, which are the coldeft parts, 
are frequented by a kind of Iheep called Vicunna, whofe wool is the molt coniiderable 
article of its commerce. This animal was alfo common in the provinces of Jouxa, Gua- 
nuco, and Chuquiabo, till the conqueft of thofe countries, when every one hunted them 
at pleafure for the fake of their wool, without reftraint from the government, they be- 
came, as it were, exterminated in thofe parts ; now they are only to be found on the 
fummits of mountains or the coldeft heaths, where they arc not caught without great 
difficulty. 

VIII. About’twenty leagues fouth of the city of Guamanga, is the jurifdiftion of Pa- 
rina-Cocha, which reaches about twenty-five leagues, and lies principally in fo tem- 
perate an air, that the foil, befides excellent paftures, abounds in grain and fruits. It 
has alfo feveral mines both of filver and gold, which now produce more confiderably 
than heretofore. Thefe valuable metals make the chief branch of its a&ive commerce, 
its paffive being the fame as in the following jurildiftion. 

IX. Thejuril'didUon of Lucanas begins about twenty-five or thirty leagues fouth-weft 
of Guamanga. Its temperature is cold and moderate. "1116 parts of the former breed 
large droves of all forts of cattle ; and thofe of the latter are fertile in grain, herbs, and 
fruits. It alfo abounds in valuable filver mines, in which chiefly the riches of Peru con- 
fift, and by that means made the center of a very large commerce ; great numbers of 
merchants reforting hither with their goods, and others for pUrchafing fuch provifions 
as their oVn countries do not afford, for which they give in ex ange ingots and pinlfes 
of filver. 

III. Diocefe of the Audience of Lima. — Cufco. 

Of all the cities in Peru, Cufco is the moft ancient, being of the fame date with the 
raft empire of the Yncas. It was founded by che firft Ynca Mango Capac, as the feat 
aftd capital of his empire. Having peopled, it with the firft Indians who Voluntarily 
fubmitted fo him, he divided it into two parts, which he called High and Low Cufco, 
the former having been peopled by Indians vWiich the emperor himfelf h?4 affembled, 
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and the latter, by thofe whom his confort Mama-Oello had prevailed upon to leave their 
wandering manner of life. The firfi forms the north, and the latter the fouth part of 
the city. The houfes originally were few and fmall like cottages ; J?ut as the empire 
ipcreafed, they affumed a new appearance ; fo that when the Spaniards landed in thefe 
parts, they were afioniflied at she largenefs and fplendour of the city, efpecially the 
magnificence of the temple of the fun, the grandeur of the palaces of the Ynca, and 
the pomp and richnefs becoming the feat of fo vaft an empire. It was in the month of 
October 1534, when Don Francifco Pizarro entered and took pofleflion of it in the 
name of Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain. This was followed by a fiege 
of the Ynca Mango, *who laid great part of it in afhes, but without diflodging the 
Spaniards. 

This city Hands in a very uneven fituation on the fides of the mountains, then? be- 
ing no other more convenient near it. On a mountain contiguous to the north part of 
the city ar®the ruins of that famous fort built by the Yncas for their defence j and it 
appears from thence, that the defign was to inclofe the whole mountain with a prodi- 
gious wall, of fuch conftruction as to render the afeent of it abfolutely impracticable to 
an enemy, and, at the fame time, eafily to be defended by thofe within ; in order to 
prevent all approach to the city. This wall was entirely of free-ftonc, and ftrongly 
built, like all the other works of*the Yncas, already deferibed, but Hill more re- 
markable for its dimenfions and the largenefs of the Hones, which are of different mag- 
nitudes and, figures. Thofe compofing the principal part ’of the work are of fuch pro- 
digious dimenfions, that it is difficult to imagine how it was poflible for the ffrength of 
man, unaffifted by machines, to have brought them hither from the quarries. The 
interffices formed by the irregularities of thefe enormous maffes are filled with fmaller, 
and fo clofely joined, as not to be perceived without a very narrow infpeCtion. One of 
thefe large Hones is Hill lying on the ground, and leems not to have been applied to 
the ufe intended, and is fuch an enormous inafs, that it is affoniffiing to huiqan reafon 
to think by what means it could be brought thither. It is called La Canfada, or the 
Troublefome, alluding probably to the labour of bringing it from the quarry. The 
internal works of this fortrefs confiH of apartments, and two other walls are chiefly in 
ruins, but the outward wall is Handing. » 

The city of Cufco is nearly equal to that ®f Lima. The north and weff fides are 
l'urrounded by the mountain of the fortrefs, and others called Sanca : on the fouth, it 
borders on a plain, on which are feveral beautiful walks. MoH of the houfes are of 
Hone, well contrived and covered with tiles, whofe lively red gives them an elegant ap- 
pearance. The apartments are very fpacious, and finely decorated, the inhabitants be- 
ing noted for their elegant taffe. The mouldings of all the doors are gilt, and' the other 
ornaments aqd furniture anfwerable. 

The cathedral of Cufco, both with regard to materials, architecture, and difpofition, 
greatly refembles that of Lima, but is a much fmaller HruChire. It is built entirely of 
li^e, and the architecture is even thought to exceed it. The facrifiy is called Nuef- 
tra Senora del Triumpo, being the place where the Spaniards defended themfelvee from 
the fury of the Indians, when furrounded by the army of the Ynca Mango ; and, 
though the whole city was feveral times fet on fire, the flames had Ik effeCt on this 
part ; which tyas attributed to 1 the fpecial protection, of the Holy Virgin. It is ferved 
by three priefls, one in particular for the Indians of the parilh, and the other two for 
the Spaniards. Befides this, Cufco all'o contains eight other parilhes ; namely, 

, I. Belin.— II. The church of the general hofpital, wfhch has alfo its prieu and its 
pariffiu-— IIL Santa Anna,— -IV. Santiago. — V. San Blas.-^-VI. San Chrifioval. — VIL 

San 
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San Sebaftian, — VIII. San Geronymo. Aftd though the firft of the two laft be 3 
league, and the fecond two leagues from the city, they are reckoned among the num-' 
ber of its parifhes. * 

Here is alfo a convent of .Dominicans, the principal walls of which were formerly 
thofe of the temple of the fun, and at prefent the high altar Hands in the very place 
where once was a golden image of that planet. There is likewife at Cufco a convent 
of Francifcans, which is the head of that order in this province. The convents of the 
Auguftines and the fathers of Mercy in this city; are alfo the principal of their refpec- 
tive orders. The Jefuits have likewife a college here. The convent of St. Juan de 
Dios and that of the Bethlemites, which are both very large, are liofpitals for the fick; 
the -Jitter is particularly appropriated to the Indians, who are there ufed with the great- 
eft care and tendernefs. The nunneries are thofe of St. Clare, St. Catherine, the bare- 
footed Carmelites, and a Nazarene fifterhood. 

The government of this city confifts of a corregidor, placed at the head 4>f the ma- 
giftratSs, who are the chief nobility ; and out of thefe are annually chofen two ordi- 
nary alcaldes, according to the cuftom of all the cities in South America. The mem- 
bers of the cathedral chapter befides the bilhop, are five dignitafles, namely, the dean, 
archdeacon, chanter, Tedor, and treafurer ; two canons by competition, a magiftral, 
and penitentiary ; three canons by presentation, and two prebendaries. Here are three 
colleges; in the firft, called St. Anthony, a feminary for the fervice of the cathedral, 
are taught Latin, the fciencesj and divinity. The fecond is under the direction of the 
Jefuits, where thefe fathers inftrud youths of fortune. The third, called St. Francis 
de Borja, belongs alfo to the Jefuits, and is appointed for the education of the fons of 
caciques, or Indian princes. The two former confer all degrees below that of dodor, 
and have been e reded into univerfities. 

Among the courts of juftice, is one for the revenue, confifting of two judges. Here 
is alfo a court of inquifition, and* of the croifade ; together with the fame offices as in 
the other large cities already defcribed. Formerly this city was very full of Spaniards, 
and among them many noble families ; but, at prefent, its inhabitants are very much 
declined. 


Jurifdidions in tire Diocefe of Cufco : 


I. Cufco. 

II. Quifpicanchi. 

III. Avancay. 

IV. Paucartambo. 

V. Colcaylares. 

VI. Chilques, and Mafques. 
VII. Cotobamba. 


VIII. Canas, and Cances, or Tinta. 

IX. Aymaraes. 

X. Chumbi-Vilcas. 

XI. Lampa. 

XII. Carabaya. 

XIII. Afangaro, and Aft lo-' 

XIV. Apolo-Bamba. 


I. The jurifdidion of Cufco extends two leagues ; the temperature of air is various, 
but both the heat and cold very fupportable, except in fome parts where the, cold is 
intenfe : thefe, however, afford good pafture for all kinds of cattle, whilft the valleys 
produce plenty of grain and fruits. 

II. The jurifdidion of Quifpicanchi begins, as it were, at the. fouth gates. of Cufco, 
ftretching from eafl to yeft about twenty leagues. The lands' belong, in general, to 
the gentry of Cufco, and prdfiuce plenty of vfrhear, maifce, and fruits. Here are alfo 
manufactories of bays, and coarfe woollen fluffs. Part of this province b%$ws on the 
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forefts inhabited by wild Indians, and produces great quantities of coca, which forms 
one of the principal branches of its commerce. 

III. Four leagues north-eaft from the city of Cufco, begins the jurifdidion of Avan- 
cay, and extends above thirty leagues ; the air differing in temperature according to the 
fituation of its parts ; but it is in general rather hot than temperate, and, accordingly, 
many parts of it are taken up with large plantations of canes, which yield a very rich 
fugar. The lands where the air is more temperate, abound in wheat, maize, and fruits, 
part of which are lent to the city of tufco. In this province is the valley Xaquijaguana, 
corruptly called Xajagqana, where Gonzalo Pizarro was defeated and taken prifoucr by 
Pedro de la Gafco. 

IV. Paucartambo begins eight leagues eaft of Cufco, and is of a confiderable extent. 
This province produced, in the time of the Yncas, the greateft quantity of coca, with 
which it carried on a very profitable commerce ; but is greatly declined fince this Ihrub 
has been planted in other provinces. The foil is equally fertile in other products. 

V. The jurifdidion of C.alcaylares begins four leagues welt of the city of Cufco. 
The air every where excels that of all other provinces, and accordingly produces an 
exuberance of all kinds of grain and fruits. In the hotteft parts called Lares, were for- 
merly very large plantations of fugar-canes, but for want of hands to cultivate them, 
they are at prefent fo dimini (lied, that inftead of fixty or eighty thoufand arobas, which 
they annually produced in the time of their profperity, -they are now reduced to fome- 
thing lefs than thirty ; but the fugar is of fucli an excellent kind, that without any other 
preparation than that of the country, it is equal both in colour and hardnefs to the 
refined fugar of Europe. This diminution of its fugar has greatly leffened the princi- 
pal branch of its commerce. 

VI. South-caft of Cufco, and at the diftance of about feven or eight leagues, begins 

the jurifdidion of Chilques and Mafques, extending above thirty leagues in length. 
The temperature of the air is proportioned to the fituation of its feveral parts, fome of 
which are very fertile in grain, and others feed vaft numbers of cows and fheep. But 
befides thefe its commerce is greatly augmented by the woollen manufactures of the 
Indians. , 

VII. South-weft of Cufco, and about twenty leagues diftance, begins the jurifdidion 
of Cotabamba, which afterwards extends above thirty leagues between the rivers Avan- 
cay and Apurimac, in which extent are different temperatures of air. It abounds in all 
kinds of cattle, and the temperate parts produce plenty of wheat, maize, and fruits. 
Here are alfo mines of filver and gold, the richnefs of which formerly rendered this 
province very flourilhing ; but, at prefent, their produce is greatly declined. 

VIII. The jurifdidion of Canas and Candies or Tinta, begins about fifteen or twenty 
leagues fouth pf Cufco, and extends about twenty leagues in every diredion. The Cor- 
dillera divides it into two parts ; the high eft called Canas and the loweft Canches. The 
jatter, by reafon of its temperate air, yields all kinds of gi ains and fruits ; whilft the 
former affords pafture for very numerous flocks and herds; and in the meadows between 
the eminences are fed no lefs than twenty-five or thirty thoufand mules, brought thither 
from Tucuma to pafture. Here is a very great fair for thefe creatures : i which dealers 
refort from all parts of the diocefe. In the part called Canas is the famous filver mine 
Condonoma. 

IX. About forty .leagues fouth-weft from Cufco is the jurifdidion of Aymaraes, 
which extends thirty farther, and like the former has different temperatures of air. The 
lands abound in fugar, cattle, and grain ; and alfo in mines of gold and filver, which 
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formerly produced large quantities of thofe valuable metals ; but at prefent few of them 
„,are wrought, the country being too thinly inhabited. 

X. Something more than forty leagues from Cufco, begins the jurifdi&ion of Chumbi 
Vilcas, which in fome parts extends above thirty leagues, has different temperatures of 
air, great quantities of com and fruits, and large herds of cattle ; together with foiqe 
mines of filver and gold. 

XI. The jurifdi&ion of I/ampa begins thirty leagues fouth of Cufco, and is the prin- 
cipal of all the provinces included under the name of Callao. Its plains are interrupted 
with fmaff hills, but both abound in good pafture ; and accordingly this province is 
particularly remarkable for its quantity of cattle, with which it tarries on a very profit- 
able trade; but the air being every where cold, the only fruits of the earth are papas 
and quincas. Another very confiderable advantage are its filver mines, being very rich, 
and conlfantly worked. 

XII. The jurisdiction of Carabaya begins iixty leagues fouth-eaft of Cufco, and 
extends above fifty leagues. The greatelt part of it is cold, but the valleys fo warm 
as to produce coca, and abounds in all kinds of fruits, grain, and pulfe, together with 
fufficicnt paftures for cattle of all kinds. Here are Jeveral gold mines, and the two 
famous lavatories, called Lavaderos dc San Juan del Oro, and Pablo Coya; alfo that 
of Monte de Ananea, two leagues from the town oPPoto, where there is an office for 
colledling the quintos or fifth, belonging to the king. In this province alfo is a river, 
which feparates it from the mountains of the wild Indians, and is known to abound 
fo greatly in gold, that at certain times the caciques fend out a certain number of Indians 
in companies from the towns in their refpe&ive dill riels to the banks of this river, where 
by wafhing the fands in finall wells they dig for that purpole, they foon find a fufficient 
quantity of gold to pay the royal tribute. 'This kind of lervice they call chichina. 
This province has alfo mines of filver, which produces valt quantities of that metal. 
In 1713 waS difeovered in the mountain of IJcuntaya a vein or ftratum nearly of folid 
filver, which, though foon exhaulted, yielded fome millions, and hopes have been con- 
ceived from it of meeting with others, whole riches will be of longer continuance. 
This jurifdiction is alfo famous for the gold mine called Aporama, which is very rich, 
and the’metal twenty-three carats fine. 

XIII. The jurifdiclion of Afangaro and Afilo, which lies about fifty leagues fouth 
of Cufco, is effry where cold, and confequently proper only for breeding cattle, in 
which, however, it carries on a very profitable trade. In the north-eafl: parts which 
border on thofe of Caravaya, are fome filver mines, but a few of them only are worked. 
Some of its lands produce plenty of thofe roots and grains .which naturally flourifh in 
a cold air, as papas, quinoas, and canaguas ; of the two laft the natives make chica 
in the fame manner as it is made with maize. 'Phis jurifdi&ion belongs to the audience 
of Charcas. 

XIV. About fixty leagues from Cufco, on the borders of the Moxos, which are 
millions of *the Jefuits, are others called Apolo-bamba, belonging to the Francifcans^ 
Thefe confift of feven towns of Indians newly converted, and who having received the 
do&rinc of the gofpel, have abandoned the favage manner in which they formerly 
lived. In order to render the miffionarics more r&'peited by the Indians, and at the 
fame time to defend the latter from the inful ts of their idolatrous brethren, a major 
general is polled here, who is both a civil and military officer, adminiltering juftice, 
and commanding in chief the feveral bodies of militia formed by the inhabitants' of thefe 
towns and villages. 
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IV. Dioccfe of the Audience of Lima. — Arequipa. 

The city of Arequipa was founded in 1539 by order of Don Francifco Pizarro, in 
a place known by the fame name : but this fituation being found very difadvantageous, 
the inhabitants obtained permilfion to remove it to the valley of Quilca, where it at 
prefent ftands, about twenty leagues diftant from the fea. The lands in its dependency 
having been united to the empire of the Yncas by Maita Capac, the goodnefs of the foil 
and the purity of the air, induced that monarch, for the farther improvement of the 
country, to draw three' thoufanc\ families from fuch adjacent provinces as were lets 
fertile, and with thele to people four or live towns. 

This city is one of the larged: in all Peru, delightfully fituated in a plain, and the 
houfes well built of (tone, and vaulted. They are not all of an equal height, though 
generally lofty, but commodious, finely decorated on the outfide, and neatly furnifhed 
within. The temperature of the air is remarkably good : and though fometitnes a 
fmall froft is feen, the cold is never exedlive, nor the heat troublefome ; fo that the 
fields dre always cloathed with verdure and enamelled with llowers, as in a perpetual 
fpring. The inhabitants enjoy an exemption from many difeafes common to other 
countries, partly owing to their cai*c in keeping the Itreets clean by means of canals 
which extend to a 1 .ver running near the city ; and bv thefe all the filth of the city 
is fwept away. 

But thefe pleafures and advantages are allayed by the dreadful Ihocks of earthquakes, 
to which, in common with all thofe parts of America, it is fo fubjett, that it has 
been four times by thefe convulfions of nature laid in ruins ; befides other fmall fhocks 
not attended with fuch terrible confequences. The firft of thofe was felt in 1582, the 
fecond on the 24th of February 1600, which was accompanied with an eruption of a 
I volcano called Guayna-Patinaj in the neighbourhood of the city: the third happened in 
1604, and the lalt in 1725. And though the defolation attending the three lalt was 
not fo univerfal, yet the public buildings, and the moft {lately houfes, were laid 
in ruins. 

The city is very populous, and among its inhabitants many noble families, this* being 
the place where molt of the Spaniards lettldd, on account of the goodnefs of the air, 
and the fertility of the foil ; as alfo for the conveniency of commerce^M the port of 
Aranta, which is only twenty leagues diftant. The civil, political, and imlitary govern- 
ment of the city is executed by a corregidor, who is placed at the head of the regidores, 
from which are annually chqfen two ordinary alcaldes. 

The city of Arequipa did belong to the diocefe of Cufco, till the year 1609, when 
it was ereded into a particular bilhopric on the 20th of July. The chapter, befides 
the bilhop, conlills of the five ufual dignitaries, namely , the dean, archdeacon, chanter, 
re&or, and treafurer : three canons and two prebends. l>fides the facrifty, which is 
fefcvcd by two priefts for the Spaniards, the parilh of Santa Martha is appropriated to 
all the Indian inhabitants. Here are two Francifcan convents, one of obfervants, and 
the other of recolleds, both belonging to the province of Cufco ; alfo one of Domi- 
nicans, and another of Augullines, depending on Lima ; and a n.onaftery of the 
fathers of Mercy, fubordinate to that of Cufco. Under their refpedive fraternities 
of Lima here is alfo a college of Jefuits, and a convent and hofpital of St. Juan de Dios. 
Here is a Teminary for the fervice of the cathedral ; and two nunneries ; namely, one 
of the Carmelites, and the other of St* Catharine. A third is now building for the 
order of Santa Rofa. ’ There is alfo at Arequipa an office of revenue, under the 

4 k 2 dire&ion 
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dire&ion of an accomptant and treafurer ; together with commiflaries of the inquifition 
and croifades, with their fubalterns, as in all the other cities. 

Jurifdi&ions in the Diocefe of Arcquipa. 

I. Arequipa. 'IV. Caylloma. 

II. Camana. V. Monquegua. 

III. Condefuyos de Arequipa. VI. Arica. 


I. Arequipa comprehends the fuburbs and towns in its neighbourhood, where the 
climate being the fame as in the city, the country is perpetually covered with flowers, 
com, and fruits ; while the excellence of the paflures is lufllcieiitly evident from the 
numbers of fine cattle fed in them. 

II. Along the coalt of the South Sea, but at fome diftance from the Ihore, is the 
jurifdiction of Camana, which is very large, but contains many deforts, efpecially along 
the coaft. Eaftward it extends to the borders of the Cordillera ; fo that the temperature 
of fome parts of its jurifdiction is nearly the fame with that of the former, while- others 
are cold ; both producing grain and fruits of a correfponding nature. Its principal 
trade confifts in alfes. It has ftlvcr mines near tho mountains, but of little advantage, 
as they are not worked. 

III. North of Arequipa and thirty leagues diftam from that cit y, is the jurifdiction 
of Condefuyos de Arequipa, extending about thirty leagues, with different temperatures 
of the air, and confequently produces grains and fruits. Here is bred the wild 
cochineal, with which the Indians carry on a kind of trade with thofe provinces where 
the woollen manufactures flourilh. They firft pulverize the cochineal by grinding, 
and after mixing four ounces of it with twelve of violet maize, they form it into fquare 
cakes called mango, each weighing four ounces, and fell it for a dollar per pound. 
This country abounds in gold and lilver mines ; but they are not worked with the care 
and diligence of former times. 

IV. At about thirty leagues eaft from the city of Arequipa, begins Caylloma, famous 
for a. mountain of the fame name, and the ftlvcr mines it contains. Though thele 
mines have been long difeovered and conftantly and induflrioufly worked, their pro- 
duce is Hill fo inconsiderable, that in the principal village, called by the fame name, 
there is a gdUrnor and office appointed for receiving the king’s fifths, and vending 
the quickfilver ufed in feparating the metal from the ore. The cold in the greateit 
part of the country is fo intenfe, that the inhabitants are obliged to have rccourfe to 
the neighbouring provinces for the fruits of the earth. Even the declivities of moun- 
tains and valleys produce but little. In fome parts of this province are wild afles, like 
thofe already mentioned. 

V. The jurifdi&ion of Monquegua lies about forty leagues fouth of the city of 
Arequipa, and fixteen from the coaft of the South Sea. 1’he principal town, which 
bears the Tame name, is inhabited by Spaniards, and among them feveral noble and 
opulent families. This jurifdi&ion extends at leaf! forty leagues in length, and in 
a happy climate, adorned with large vineyards, from the produce of which great quan- 
tities of wine and brandy are made ; thefe conftitute its whole commerce, fupplying 
all the provinces bordering on the Cordilleras as far as Potofi, by land carriage ; while 
they are exported by fea to Callao, where they are greatly valued* Here are alfo papas 
and olives. 


VI. The 
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VI. The lad jurifdiftion of this diocefe is Arica, which'extends along the coafl of 
the South Sea. Befides the heat, an^ inclemency of the air, the greateft part of the 
country is barren, producing only aji, or Guinea-pepper, from which alone it derives 
a very advantageous trade, as may eafily be imagined from the vaft confumption of it 
in all thefc parts of America. Accordingly the dealers in this commodity refort 
thither from the provinces on the other fide of the mountains, and by computation, 
the' annual produce of thcfe plantations amounts to no lefs than 600,000 dollars per 
annum. The pods of this pepper are about a quarter of a yard in length, and when 
gathered are dried ip the fun, and packed up in bags or rulhes, each bag containing 
an aroba, or quarter of a hundred weight ; and thus they are exported to all parts 
of the kingdom, and ul'ed as an ingredient in mod of their difhes. Other parts of 
this jurifdi&ion are famous for vail: quantities of large and excellent olives, far ex- 
ceeding the fineft produced in Europe, being nearly as large as a hen’s egg. They 
extract fume oil from their, olives, and find a good market for it in the provinces of the 
Cordillera ; others are pickled, and fome, together with a fmall quantity of oil, ex- 
ported to Callao. 


CI1AP. XIII .’ — Of the Audience of Choreas. 

THE province of Charcas,* in the extent of its jurifdi&ion, is equal to that of 
Lima ; but with this advantage, that many of its parts are not fo well inhabited, fome 
being full of vaft dclerts and impenetrable forefls ; while others are full of vaft plains, 
intercepted with the ftupendous heights of the Cordilleras, fo that it is inhabited in 
thofe parts only which are free from thefe inconveniences. The name of Charcas 
formerly included many populous provinces of Indians, whom the Ynca Capac 
Yupanqui fuhjeded to his empire; but he carried his arms no farther than the pro- 
vinces of Tutyras and Chaqui, where he terminated his conquefts towards Callafuyo. 
On the death of this monarch, his foil, Ynca Roca, the fixth in the fucceffion of 
thole emperors, pufhed his conquefts farther in the fame part, till he became fovereign 
of all the intermediate nations to the province of Chaquifaca, where was afterwards 
founded the city of Plata, at prgfent the capital of the whole province of Charcas. 
Its jurifdiiftion begins on the north fide, at Vilcanota, belonging to |jj^e province of 
Lampa in the diocefe of C.ufco, and reaches fouthward to Buenos Ayres. Eaftward it 
extends to Brafil, being terminated by the meridian or demarcation ; and weftward 
part of it reaches to the .South Sea, particularly at Atacama, the mod northern part 
ojf it on this fide. The remainder of Charcas borders on the kingdom of Chili. 
Thefe vaft tratts of the land give one archbilhop, and live bilhops his fuffragans, 
namely, 

' The archbilhop of Plata. 

Bilhoprics : 

I. La Pas. IV. Paraguay. 

II. Santa Gruz de la Sierra. V. Buenos Ayrr. 

III. Tucuman. 

* 

.Archbifliopric of the Audience of Charcas, or Chuquifaca. — La Plata. 

The Spaniards having conquered 111 the provinces between Tumbez and Cufco, and 
quelled the tumults formed among the conquerors themfelves, turned their thoughts 

on 
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on reducing the more remote nations. Accordingly in the year 1538, Gonzalo 
Pizarro, and other commanders, marched front Cnfco at the head ol. a large body 
of troops, and, advancing as far ,41s Charcas, were oppofed by the nations inhabiting 
this country, and the Carangues, with fuch vigour, that it was not till after feveral 
obilinate battles that they fubmitted. But their refiftance did not equal that made by 
5 the Chuquifacans ; for Pizarro having, after feveral adieus, penetrated to their prin- 
cipal town, they befieged him in it, ,.«nd the danger was fo great, that without the 
fpeedy fuccours fent him from Cufco by his 'brother the Marquis Don Francifco 
Pizarro, the few Spaniards who furvived the former actions would have been all cut 
off. But on the arrival of this reinforcement, among which were a great number oi 
volunteers of diflindion, he routed the Indians, who, being no longer able to continue 
the war, fubmitted, and acknowledged the fovereignty of the King of Spain. In the 
following year 1539, Pizarro, convinced of the importance of making a (hong fcttle- 
ment there, comtniflioned Captain Pedro Anzures to build a town, which was accord- 
ingly done on the file of that of Chuquifaca, and great numbers of thofe who had 
fhared in the conqueft, continued there in order to fubdue the other contiguous 
nations. 'Phis town they called Plata, alluding to the (liver mines of the mountain 
of Porco in its neighbourhood, and from which the Yncas received great quantities of 
filver, keeping in pay a proper number of Indians lor working them ; but the primitive 
name of Chuquifaca has prevailed, and is now commonly uled. This city Hands in 
a final 1 plain environed by eminences which defend if from the winds. 'Die tempe- 
rature of the air in fummer is very mild ; nor is there any confulerable dillerence 
throughout the year ; but in the winter, which here begins in September and continues 
till March, tempefts of thunder and lightning are very common, and the rains of 
long continuance ; but all the other parts of the year the atmofphere is bright and 
ferene. The hottfes both in the great fquare and thole adjoining to it have one ftory 
befides the ground floor. They are covered with tiles, are very roomy and con- 
venient, with delightful gardens planted with the fruits of Europe. But water is fo 
fcarce that they have hardly enough to fupply the ncceflary purpofes of life : the little 
they haye being fetched from feveral public fountains difperfecl in different parts of the 
city. The inhabitants confift of Indians ;pid Spaniards, and are laid to amount to 
about 14, coo. 

The cathedral is large, and divided into three aides, of goodiprehirechire, and 
finely adorned with paintings and gildings. The parifh is Curved by two priefls, one 
for the Spaniards, and the other for the Indians. Here is alfo another parifh called 
Sri Sebaftian, fituated at one end of the city, and is appropriated to the Indians living 
within its precinft, who are thought to be about three thoufand. The convents rife 
thofe of the Francifcans, Dominicans, Auguftines, the fathers of lYjercy, and - a 
college of Jef uits ; all Cpacious buildings with fplendid churches. Here is alfo a con- 
ventual hofpital of St. Juan de Dios, the expences of which are defrayed by the King ; 
likewife two' nunneries, of the order of St. Clare, and of St. Monica. 

The city of La Plata has alfo an univerfity, dedicated to St. Francis Xavier, the 
chairs of which are filled indifferently either by fecular . clergy or laymen; but the 
re&or is always a Jefuit. Here are alfo two other colleges in which le&ures of all 
kinds are read. That of St. John is under the direction of the Jefuits ; while the 
archbifhop nominates to that of St. Chriftopher, which is a feminary. 

Two leagues from Plata runs the river Cachinaay along the plains, having on its 
banks feveral pleafant feats of the inhabitants ; and about fix in the road leading to 
Potofi, is. the river of Philco-mayo, which is .paffed over by a *targe ftone bridge. 

During 
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Daring feme months of the year, this river furnilhes the city* of Plata with great plenty 
of delicious filh ; among which is one called the Dorado *, which generally weighs 
between twenty and twenty-five pounds. The othejr provifions, as bread, flefh, and 
fruits, are brought from the adjacent provinces. 

The chief tribunal in Plata iS that of the audience, crofted in the year 1 559, and 
whofe prefident has the titles of governor and captain-general of the province, exclusive 
of the government of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, :# Tucuman, Paraguay, and Buenos 
Ayres, which are independent, and ill military ’cafes abfolute. It has alio a fiical, a 
protcftor-filcal of the.Indians, and two fupcrnumerary auditors. 

The magiltracy or corporation, as in all other cities of this country, con fids of regi- 
dores, who are perfons of the firlt didinftion, with the corregidor at their head, 
and from them are annually cholen two ordinary alcaldes, for maintaining order and the 
police. Plata was erected into a bilhopric in 1551, the place having then the title of 
city ; and in the year 1 608, was railed to a metropolis. Its chapter con (ids of a dean, 
archdeacon, chanter, treal’urer, and rector ; five canons, four prebendaries, and four 
minor prebendaries. The archhilhop and his chancellor conliitute the ecclefiaftical 
tribunal. 

Here is alfo a tribunal of croifade, with a commifiary, fubdelegate, and other 
officers: like wife a court of inquilitibn fubordinate to that of Lima, and an office for 
taking care of the effects of' perfons dying inteftate ; all dtablifhed on the fame foun- 
dation with <hofe in other cities already mentioned. 

The jurifdiftions belonging to the archbifhopric of Plata, are the fourteen fol- 
lowing : 

I. The city of Plata, and imperial 
town of i’o i oii. 

II. Tomina. 

III. Porco. 

IV. Tarija. 

V. Li pcs. 

VI. Amparaes. 

' VII. Oruro. 

I. The jurifdiftion of the city of Plata is of fuch prodigious extent as to include the 
imperial town of Potofi, which is even the continual refidence of the corregidor. 
There alfo is eftablifhed tht; office of revenue, which confifts of an accountant and 
treajjarer, with clerks ; as moll convenient on account of its vicinity to r he mines, for 
taking account of the filver produced by them. 

The famous mountain of Potofi, at the foot of which, on the fouth fide, Hands 
the town of the fame name, is known all over the commercial world, as having been 
greatly enriched by the filver it produces. The difeovery of thefe immenfe mines hap- 
pened in the year 1545, by an accident feemingly fortuitous. An Indian, by fome 
called Gualca, and by others Ifualpa, purluing fome wild goats up this mountain, and 
coming to a part very fleep, he laid hold of a fmall Ihrub in order to climb it with 
the greater celerity ; but the fhrub being unable to fupport his weight came up by the 
roots, and difeovered a mafs pi fine filver, and at the fame time he found fome lumps 
of the famfc metal among the clods, \yhich adhered to the roots. This Indian, who 
. * 

* This is a large fpecies m the Dolphin, which, without plenty of good faucc, is very dry eating. A. 

lived 


VIII. Pilaya and Pafpaya. 
,IX. Cochabamba. 

X. Chayantas. 

XL Paria. 

XII. Carangas. 

XIII. Cuacica. 

XIV. Atacama. 
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lived at Porco, haftened hBme with thefe firft fruits of his difcoyery, waflied the fiiver 
and made ufe of it, repairing, when his flock was near exhaufted, to this perpetual 
fund. At length an intimate friend of his, called Guanca, obferving fuch a happy 
change in his circumftances, w'as^&efirous of knowing the caufe, and urged his queftions 
with a warmth that Gualca was unable to deny. For Ibme time they retired ih concert 
to the mountain for frefh fupplies of.filyer, till Gualca, refufmg to difcover his method 
of purifying the metal, Guanca repealed the whole lecret to his mafter Villarroel, a 
Spaniard, who lived at Porco. Immediately 'on this information he went, on the 
2iil of April 1545, to view this fortunate breach in the mountain, and the mine was 
without delay worked, with immenfe advantage. 

This fiift mine was called the Difcoverer, as having been the occafion of difcovering 
other fources of riches enclofed in the bowels of this mountain ; for in a few days 
another was found equally rich, and called the Tin-mine ; fince that, another has been 
difcovered, and diltinguifhed by the name of Rica, as furpafling all the reft : and was 
fucceeded by the Mendieta. Thefe are the principal mines of Potofi, but there are 
feveral fmaller, eroding the mountain, on all Tides. The fituation of the former of 
thefe mines is on the north fide of the mountain, their direction being to th <5 fouth, 
a little inclining to the weft ; and it is the opinion of the moll intelligent miners in this 
country, that thofe which run in thefe directions are the richeft. 

On a report of thefe important difeoveries, people from all parts retired to Potofi, 
particularly from the city of Plata, which is fituated about twenty-five leagues from 
the mountains ; fo that at prefent, befides its extraordinary riches, having among its 
inhabitants many noble families, particularly thofe concerned in the mines, the circuit 
of the town is near two leagues. The air of the mountain being extremely cold and 
dry*, renders the adjacent country remarkably barren, producing neither graft), fruits, 
herbs, or other efoulents. The t tuwn, however, is fo plentifully provided as to enjoy 
an abundance ol every kind ; and the trade for provifions is greater here than in 
any other place, that of Lima alone excepted. Nor will this appear at all ftrange if 
{he great number of people employed in the mines be conffdered. Some provinces 
fend the belt of their grain and fruits ; others their cattle ; others their manufac- 
tures'; and thofe who trade in European goods refort to Potofi, as to a market where 
there is a great demand, and no want of ‘fiiver to give in exchange. 

Befides this commerce, here are a fet of perfons called Aviadores, who find their 
account in advancing to the mafters of the mines coined fiiver to pay their necefiary 
expences, receiving in exchange fiiver in ingots and pinnas. Another article of great 
confequence, is the trade of quickfilver for the ufe of tjiefe mines ; but this branch 
the crown has referved to itfejf. The vaft confumption of this mineral may in line 
meafure be conceived by the great quantity of fiiver produced by thefe mines ; for 
before the invention of ex leading the fiiver with lefs mercury, a mark' of that mineral 
was confumed in obtaining a mark of fine fiiver ; and often by the ignorance of the 
woikmen, a ftill greater quantity ; but the immenfe confumption of quickfilver in the 
mines pf this mountain, and the riches extracted from it, will belt appear from the 
following accounts of two authors, who were perfectly mafters of the fubjedt The 
firft is that of the Rev. Alonzo Barba, parilh-prieft in the imperial town of Potofi, 
who, in a piece on metals, pubiifhed in the year- 1637, fays, that from the year 1574, 
when mercury was firft ufed here in extrading the fiiver, the royal office of Potofi has 
received above 204,700 quintals of mercury, _ exclufive of what had been el'andeftinely 

* The extreraeft cold in thin part feldom freezes the waters thicker a half crown. 

12 
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bought by private petfons, and which amounted to no fmall quantity. And as this 
was confumed in the fpace of fixty -three years, the annual amount is about 3,249 
quintals. The fecond account is given us by DoivGafper de Efcalona, who,’ in his 
Gazophjlacio Perubico, declares, from very good authority, that before the year 1638, 
it appeared by the public accounts, that the produce of the filver amounted to 
395,619,000 dollars, which, in ninety-three Tears, the time it had then .been dif- 
covered, amounted to 41,255,04 3 dollars per ajSttum. Hence an idea ‘may be formed 
of the vaft commerce which has for many years been carried on in this town, aiy jj 
which is ftill like to continue for a long time ; fuch enormous fums being annually bar- 
tered for goods fent hither, its whole trade confiding in filver extracted from this 
mountain ; and if l'ome diminution has been perceived in its produce, it is ftill very 
xonfiderable. 

At a fmall diftance from Potofi, are the hot medicinal baths, called Don Diego, 
whither, as in other countries, fome refort for health, and others for diverfion. 

The jurifdi£tion of Tomina begins about eighteen leagues fouth-eaft from the city 
of Plata, and borders eaftward on a nation of wild Indians, called Chiriguanos. The 
climate is hot, and confequently its products are fuch as are common to hot countries. 
Some parts have vineyards, and in, others are made confiderable quantities of fugar. 
It abounds alfo in cattle and Iheep. The extent in fome parts is near forty leagues. 
The vicinity of the Chiriguanos is a continual uneafinefs to the towns in this jurif- 
diction, and even to the city of Plata itfelf, they having more than once attempted 
to furprife it. 

III. The jurifdiftion of Porco begins at the weft: fide of the town of Potofi, and 
about twenty-five leagues diftance from the city of Plata ; extending about twenty far- 
ther. The coldnefs of its fituation occafions a fcarcity of grain and fruits ; but, 
on the other hand, it abounds in fine cattle of all forts. In this jurifdit^ion is the 
mountain of Porco, whence it has its name, and from whofe mines the Yncas, as I 
have already obferved, extracted all the filver for their expences and ornaments ; and 
accordingly was the firft mine worked by the Spaniards after the conqueft. 

IV. About thirty leagues fouth of Plata lies the jurifdittion of Tarija, or Chicas, 
the greateft extent of which is about thirty-five leagues. The temperature of the air 
is various, being in fome parts hot, and in others cold ; whence it has the advantage 
of corn, fruits, and cattle. This country every where abounds in mines of gold and 
filver, and efpecially that part called Chocayas. Between this province and the country 
inhabited by wild Indians, runs the large river Tipuanys, the fands of which, being 
mixed with gold, are waftied like thofe of the river Caravaga, already mentioned. 

t in the fame part as the former, but with a fmall inclination towards the fouth- 
, is the jurifdittion of Lipes, and extends alfo thirty-five leagues. The air is 
extremely cold, fo that grain and fruit thrive very little here, but it abounds in cattle, 
particularly thofe natural to the country, as »he vicuna, alpaca, or taruga, and the 
llama. It rnuft, however, be obferved, that thefe creatures are common to all the 
other provinces of Punas, that is, to thofe where the heaths and mountains are of fuch 
a height, as to render the air continually cold. Here are alfo mines ; " gold, but at 
prefent forfaken, though the remains of the old works are ftill vifible, particularly in 
one of the mountains near Colcha, known by the name of Abetanis, which, in the 
Indian language, fignifies a golden mine. That of St. Chriftopher de Acochala was 
formerly one of the' moft famous in all Peru for the richnef6 of its filver mines, 
the metal being in fome parts cut out with a chiffel, but .now very greatly declined ; 
which may, in a grea#meafijre, be imputed to a want of people for working them : it 
vol. xiv. 4 l being 
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being highly probable that the fame work would ltill produce nearly an equal quantity 
of that valuable metal. . 

VI. The jurifdi&ion of Amparaes begins at a little diftance to the eaftward of the 
city of Plata, and is terminated on the eafl by the jurifdictions belonging to the diocefe 
of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, particularly on that of Milquepocona ; and the corregidor 
of the province of Amparaes has the cognizance of the Indian inhabitants of Plata. Its 
warm parts abound in grain, particularly barley, which, together with the numerous 
droves of cattle in the colder parts, conftitute the chief branches of its trade. 

VII. North-weft of Plata is the province of Oruro, whofe capital San Phelipe de 
Auftria de Oruro is thirty leagues diftant from it. The greateft part of this jurifdi&ion 
is fo cold as to deny it any efculent vegetables ; but on the other hand it feeds nume- 
rous flocks and herds, befides great numbers of cattle peculiar to the country, as vicunas, 
guanacos, and Hamas. Here are alfo many gold and filver mines ; the former, though 
known even in the time of the Yncas, have been feldom worked ; but thofe of filver 
have yielded great riches to the inhabitants of the province. They are now however, 
according to all appearance, under an irremediable decay, being overflowed, and all the 
endeavours hitherto ufed, in order to drain them, have proved ineffectual ; lo that 
thofe of any confideration at prefent are in the mountains of Popo, about twelve leagues 
from the town, which is large and very populous from the trade carried on there with 
the mines. It has a revenue office for collecting the fifths belonging to the crown. 

VIII. The province of Pilaya and Pafpaya, or Cinti, lies fouth of Plata, diftance about 
forty leagues. The greateft part of its jurifdiclion being among the breaches of the 
mountains, is the better adapted for producing all kinds of grain, pulfe, and fruits ; 
which, with the great quantity of wine made here, enable it to carry on a very lucrative 
commerce with the other provinces, which arc not fo happily fituated. 

IX. TJje province of Cochabamba lies fifty leagues fouth-eaft of Plata, and fifty-fix 
from Potofi. Its capital is one of the molt confiderable cities in Peru, with regard to 
largenefs, and the number and wealth of its inhabitants. The province in fome direc- 
tions extends above forty leagues. Befides the fituation of the city in a mod fertile 
plain) the whole country is fo fertilized by the many rivers and Itreams, which every 
where traverfe it, that this province is eftpemed the granary of the whole archbiffiopric, 
and even of the diocefe De la Paz. The air alfo is in mod parts very mild and pure ; 
and in fome fpots filver mines have been difeovered. 

X. About fifty leagues north-weft from the city De la Plata, lies the province of 
Chayanta, extending in fome parts about forty leagues. This country is very famous 
for its gold and filver mines. The former are indeed at prefent difeontinued, though 
the ancient fubterraneous pafiages arc Hill open. This province is watered by the-fiver 
Grande, in whofe fand confiderable quantities of gold dull, and grains of that metal, are 
found.’ The filver-mines are ftill worked to great advantage ; but with regard to cattle, 
this province feeds no more than are barely fufficient for its inhabitants. 

XI. The contiguous province to that of Chayanta, on the north-weft fide of Plata, 
and feventy leagues diftant from that city, is that of Paria, the extent of which is about 
forty leagues. The air here is cold, fo that it produces little grain, which is in fome 
meafure compenfated by the great plenty of cattle of all kinds ; and the cheefes made 
here, both from the milk of fheep and cows, are fo highly efteemed, that they are fent 
into every part of Peru : it has alfo fome filver-mines. The name of this province is 
derived from a very large lake, being an arjn of that prodigious colledrioil of waters 
called Titi-caca, or Chucuito. 


XII. The 
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XII. The province of Carangas begins feventy leagues weft from the city of Plata, 
and extends above fifty leagues. The climate of this jurifdi&ion is fo cold, that the 
only efculent vegetables here are the papa, quinoa, and canagua ; but it abounds in cat- 
tle. Here are a great number of filver-mines conftantly worked ; among which that 
named Turco is very remarkable for a fort of ore termed by miners machacado; the 
fibres of the filvcr forming an admirable intertexture with the (tone in which they are. 
contained. Mines of this kind are generally the richcft. Bcfides this there arc others 
in this jurifdiCtion, which, if not richef, are equally remarkable ; and thefc are found in 
the barren fandy deferts extending towards the coaft of the South Sea. And here, only 
by digging in the funds," arc found detached lumps of filvcr, not mixed with any ore or 
ftone than what adheres in fome parts to the metal. Thefe lumps are called papas, 
being taken out of the ground, in the fame manner as that root. It is doubtlefs very 
difficult to account for the formation of thele m a fils of filvcr in a barren and moveable 
fand, remote from any ore or mine. Two conjectures may, however, be offered. The 
iirll by admitting the continual reproduction of metals, of which there are indeed 
here fo many evident proofs ; as the matrices of gold and filver, met with in many parts 
of this kingdom. Nay, the very mines themfelves, after being long forfaken, have 
again been worked with great advantage ; bur the Ikeletons of Indians found in old 
mines, and covered with fibres of’ filver, and the inward parts alfo full of the fame 
metal, feern to put the matter beyond dilpute. If this b.e admitted, it is natural to con- 
clude, that the primordial matter of filver is firft fluid, and when it has acquired a cer- 
tain degree of perfection, fome parts of it are filtrated through the pores of the fand, 
ftill flopping in a place proper for completing the fixation ; they there form a foil’d con- 
geries of filver ; and being joined with thofe earthy particles they collected in their 
courfe fo the place where they were abforbed by the pores of the fand, confolidated 
with the filver. t 

Though this conjecture be not deflitute of probability, yet 1 am more inclined to 
embrace the fecond, as it is, in my opinion, more fimple and natural. Subterraneous 
fires being very common in thefe parts of America, as 1 have already obferved in fpeak- 
ing of the earthquakes, their activity is doubtlefs fo ftrong as to melt any metals depo- 
fited near the places where they begin ; and to communicate to them a heat fufficient 
for keeping them a long time in a ftate of ftifion ; and hence a portion of filver thus 
melted neceffarily fpreads, and introduces itfelf through the larger pores of the earth, 
and continues to expand itfelf, till, being beyond the reach of heat, it fixes, and re-af- 
fumes its former confiftency, together with other heterogeneous fubflances colleded in 
its paffage. To this hypothefis, two objections may be offered ; one, that the metal in 
fufion, by changing its fitua’tion, muft be expofed to the cold air, and onfequently foon 
condenfe. The fecond, that the pores of the earth being extremely minute, particularly 
in a fandy foil, the filver fhould rather be found in fiLments, or fine ramifications, than 
in large lumps or pieces, as is really the cafe. To both thefe objections I fhnll endea- 
vour to give a brief but fatisfaCtory anfwer. 

Before the filver begins to run from the place where it was melted, the fubterraneous 
fire had pervaded the pores of the earth, which by the dilatation of the body of air en- 
clofed in them, became dift ended ; the metal immediately follows, anu unding a chan- 
nel fufficiently capacious for introducing itfelf, farther compreffes the particles of the 
earth contiguous to thofe it abrades, and, confequently, continues its courfe without 
obftruftion. The fubterraneous fire which preceded the fufion, communicates to the 
earth a degree of heat fufficient to expel the cold air, fo that the metal runs through it, 
till by degrees the hqat is abated, and the metal becomes fixed. Another circumftance 
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which contributes to prolong the heat is, there being often no fpiracle to thefe paffages, 
whence the earth through which the metal flows, does foon emit the firft heat it con- 
trafted from the fubterraneous fire ; confequently the metal will not be fixed till at a 
confiderable diftance from the place of liquidation : but the firft particles of the met«fl 
being checked by the cold they have gradually contracted, thofe which follow flow to 
the feme place, and there form a concreted mafs, or mixed body of filver and fcoria, 
brought with it from the original mine. It now remains that we examine whether what 
is actually obferved in thefe lumps of filver, agrees with what has been advanced, in 
order to determine whether this opinion have a probable foundation. 

Thefe papas or lumps of filver are of a different compofition from thofe found in the 
mines, having all the appearances of melted filver, as any perfon, a ftranger to the man- 
ner of finding them, would immediately conclude. In them the filver forms a mafs, 
and the furface is covered over with terrene particles, few or none of which are mixed 
with the filver ; conformable to what is feen in metals melted, and fuffered to cool 
without feparating the drofs. The terrene particles adhering to the filver are black, 
and exhibit all the marks of calcination, except that in fome it is ftronger than in others ; 
and as this muft happen if the lumps are formed by the fufion of the metal, it feems 
natural to conclude that they were really formed in this manner. 

The fize and figure of thefe lumps are very different ; fome weighing about two 
marks, and others much more ; for among feveral which 1 few at Lima, were two, one 
weighing fixty, and the other above one hundred and fifty marks, being a Paris foot in 
length ; thefe indeed were the largeft ever feen here. Thefe lumps of filver are found 
in different parts of the fame ground, though not often near one another. The metal 
in its courfe takes various directions, introducing itfelf into thofe places where it finds 
the leaft refiftance ; and as thefe parts are more or lefs capacious, the magnitude of the 
papa is greater or fmaller, , 

XIII. About ninety leagues north of the city of Plata, but only forty from Paz, 
lies the province of Ciacica. Its capital, which has the fame name, and all the places 
fituated to the fouthward of it, belong to the archbilhopric of Plata ; but many of 
thofe to the northwards of it are in the diocefe of Paz. The countries in this jurif- 
didiori extend in fome parts above a hundred leagues, and confequently the tempera- 
ture is various. Some fpots are very hot, and produce an exuberance of coca, which 
Ihrub alone is the fource of a very confiderable commerce, fupplying all the mine 
towns from Charcas to Potofi. The leaves of this plant are packed in frails, each of 
which muft, according to the ordinance, contain eight pounds ; and its current price 
at Ururo, Potofi, and the other mine towns, is from nine to ten pieces of eight, and 
fometimes more. The colder parts feed large herds of cattle : together with vicunas, 
guanacos, and other wild creatures. This province has alfo fome filver-mines, but not 
fo many, nor fo rich, as the preceding province. 

XIV. Attacama is the weftem boundary of the audience of Charcas, extending to 
the South Sea ; and the principal town, called alfo Attacama, is no lefs than one hun- 
dred and twenty leagues from Plata. Its jurifdi&ion is of a confiderable extent, and a 
great part of it very fruitful ; but intermixed with fome deferts particularly towards the 
fouth, where it divides the kingdoms of Peru and Chili. On the coaft in this province, 
there is every year a large filhery of tolo, a fort of fifh common in the South Sea, with 
which a very great trade is carried on with the inland provinces, it being there the chief 
food during Lent, and the other days of abftinence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. — Account of the three T)iocefes of La Paz, Santa Cruz de la Sierra , and 
Tucuman ; and of their refpettivc Provinces. 

THE province in which the prefent city of La Paz is fituated, was formerly known 
by the name of £huquiyapu, which, in the idiom of that country, is commonly 
thought to fignify Chacra, or an inheritance of gold', and is there corruptly called 
Chuquiabo. Accordingly, Garcelafo pretends that Chuquiyapu fignifies Lanz Capitana, 
or principal lance ; hut this is deriving it from the general language of the Yncas, and 
with a difference in the penultima, it not being uncommon for a word nearly alike in 
found to have a very different fignification in each idiom. This province was firft con- 
quered by Mayta-Capac, the fourth Ynca ; and the Spaniards having afterwards taken 
poffeflion of it, and quelled all diflurbances, this city was founded by Pedro de la Gafca, 
that in the vaft diftance of an hundred and feventy leagues between Arequipa and 
Plata, there might be a fettlement of Spaniards, for the improvement of commerce, 
and the fafety and conveniency of the traders. The prefident Gafca committed the 
care o’f building it to Alonzo de Mendoza, with orders that it fhould be eredted on a 
fpot, midway between Cufco and Charcas, which are one hundred and fixty leagues 
from each other ; and that it fhould be called Nueftra Senora de la Paz, in memory of 
the public tranquillity recently fettled by the defeat and execution of Gonzalo Pizarro, 
and his adherents. With regard to its fituation, a valley in the country called Las 
Pacafas, was pitched upon, on the 8th of October 1548, as a place abounding ingrain 
and cattle, and full of Indians. 

Along the valley De la Paz, flows a pretty large river, but fometitnes greatly in- 
creafed by torrents from the Cordillera, about twelve leagues diflant from the city ; 
but from its vicinity, great part of the country is expol'ed to fo cold an air, as hard 
frofts, fnow, .and hail, are not uncommon ; but the city itfelf is fccured frorh them by 
;te< b"‘"vv fituation. Other parts are alfo fo well fheltcred, that they produce all the 
vegetables of a hot climate, as fugar-canes, coca, maize, and the like. In the moun- 
tainous parts are large woods of valuable timber, but infefted with bears,, tigers, and 
leopards ; they have alfo a few deer : while on the heaths are found guanacos, vicunas, 
and llamas, with great numbers of cattle of the European fpecies, as will be feen in 
the account of each refpective province. , 

The city is of a middling fize, and from its fituation among the breaches of the 
Cordillera, the ground on which it Hands is not only unequal, but alfo furrounded by 
mountains, without any other profpedf than the channel of the river, and the adja- 
cent mountains. . When its river is increafed, either by rains or th^ melting of the 
fnow on the mountain, its current forces along huge maffes of rocks, with fome grains 
of gold, which are found after the flood has fubfided. Hence fome idea may be 
formed of the riches inclofed in the bowels of thefe mountains ; but a more remarkable 
demonftration appeared in the year 1730, when an Indian, happening to walh his feet 
in the river, difeovered a lump of gold, of fo large a fize, that the Marquis de Caftel- 
Fuerte gave twelve thoufand .pieces of eight for it, and fent it to Sp' n, as a prefent 
worthy the curiofity of his fovereign. 

This city is governed by a corregidor, under whom are regidores, and ordinary 
alcaldes, as in all other towns. Befides the cathedral, and the parilh church Del 
Sagrario, *where two priefts officiate, here are alfo thofe of St. Barbara, St. Sebaftian, 
and St. Peter: the religious fraternities of Francifcans^J)ominicans, Auguftines, the 
fathers of Mercy, -a college of Jefuits, and a convent ana hofpital of St. Juan de Dios ; 
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together with a nunnery of the order of the Conception, and another of Santa Terefa. 
Here is alfo a college of St. Jerom, for the education of youth, whether defigned 
for ecclefiaftical or civil employments. 

In 1608, the church De la Paz was feparated from the diocefe of Chuquifaca, to 
which it before belonged, and erefted into a cathedral. Its chapter, befides the bilhop, 
confifts of a dean, archdeacon, chanter, four canons, and prebendaries ; but with 
regard to other circumftances, being the fame with feveral cities already deferibed, I 
fhall proceed to the provinces in its diocefe. 

I. Bifhopric of the audience of Charcas. — La Paz. 

The provinces or jurifdi&ions in the diocefe of Paz, arc the fix following ; 

I. La Paz. IV. Laricaxas. 

II . Omafuyos. V. Chuciuto. 

III. Pacages. VI. Paucar-Colla. 

I. The jurifdi&ion of La Paz is of no great extent, and the city is almoft the only- 

place worth notice in it. In the adjacent Cordillera is a mountain of remarkable 
height, called Illimani, which doubtlefs contains immenfe riches. A crag of it being 
fome years fince (truck from .it by a flafh of lightning, and falling on a neighbouring 
mountain, fuch a quantity of gold was found in the fragments, that for fome time that 
metal was fold at Paz, at eight pieces of eight per ounce. But its lummit being per- 
petually covered with ice and fnow, no mine has been opened in this mountain. The 
fame we have already obferved of thofe high mountains in the province of Quito, 
all attempts having been rendered abortive. 

II. North- weft, and almoft at the gates of Paz, the jurifdiftion of Omafuyos begins, 
and extends about twenty leagues, being bounded on the weft by the famous lake of 
Titi-caca, or Chucuito, of which a farther account will be given in the fequel.^JThc 
air here is fomewhat cold, fo that it produces little grain ; -but that deficiency is 
abundantly compenfated by the great numbers of cattle ; befides an advantageous trade 
for filh, carried on in other provinces by the Indians living on the borders of the lake, 
who are very induftrious in improving that advantage. 

III. Almoft fouth-weft of Paz, is the jurifdi&ion of Pacages, the greateft part of 
which being in a cold climate produces little grain or fruits : fo that the inhabitants 
apply themfelves to the breeding of cattle. This province is however very rich in 
filver mines, though but a fmall part of them are worked,; and it is known from un- 
doubted figns, that thefe mines were worked in the time of the Yncas. Here are alfo 
mines of talc, called jafpas blancos de Verenguela. It is of a beautiful white, and, 
on account of its tranfparency, is tranfported to different parts of Peril, for making 
panes of windows, both in churches and houfes ; as the ftone called Tecali ferves for 
the fame tlfes in New Spain. In thefe mountains are alfo a great number of mines and 
gems, particularly one of emeralds, well known in Europe, but for fome latent reafons 
not worked; together with quarries of different fpecies , of marble. In this province 
is the famous filver mine called Verenguela : and likewife the mountains of Santa Juana, 
Tampaya, and others, well known for the immenfe treafures extracted from them. 

IV. Adjacent to the territories of the jurifdi&ion of La Paz, and to the north of 
that city, is the province of Laricaxas, which extends one hundred and* eighteen 
leagues from eaft to weft, ap^about thirty from north to fouth. The temperature of 
the air is different in different parts, and fome of its produds are the lame with thofe 
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of Carabaya; by which it is terminated to 'the northward. This whole privinc^ abounds 
in gold mines, whofe metal is of fo^ fine a quality, that its Itandard is twenty-three 
carats, and three grains. In this province is the celebrated mountain* of Sunchuli, 
in which about fifty years fince was difcovered a gold mine remarkably rich, and of 
the ftandard above-mentioned f but when in its higheft profperity, it was unfortunately 
overflowed ; and liotwith (landing prodigious fums were expended in endeavours to 
drain it, all the labour and expence, from the works being injudicioufly conducted, 
were thrown away. 

V. The jurifdidion of Chucuito begins about twenty leagues well of Paz, and fome 
part of it bordering on the lake of Titi-caca, that colle&ion of waters is alfo called the 
lake of Chucuito. The extent of this province from north to fouth is betwixt twenty- 
fix and twenty-eight leagues. Its temperature is in general cold and very dilfgreeable, 
the frolts continuing one half of the year, and the other either fnow or hail is con- 
tinually falling. Accordingly the only efculent productions of the vegetable kingdom 
are the papas and quinoas. The inhabitants have however a very beneficial trade 
with their cattle, which abound in this jurifdiclion, by faking and drying the flelh. 
The traders who carry it to the coalt exchange it for brandy and wine ; and thofe 
who go to Cochabamba carry alfo papas and quinoas, which they barter for meal. 

All the mountains in this province have their filver-mines, and formerly produced 
largely, but at prefent arc totally abandoned. 

The territories of the province of Chucuito are on one fide bounded by the lake 
of Titi-caca, the magnitude of which merits fome account to be given of it. This lake 
lies between thefe provinces, comprehended under the, general name of Calloa, and 
is of all the known lakes of America, much the largeft. Its figure is fomewhat oval, 
inclining nearly from north-well to fouth-eall its circumference is about eighty leagues, 
and the waier, in fome parts, feventy or eighty fathoms deep. Ten or twelve large 
r«ve-s, befides a great number of finaller llreams, empty themfelves into it. ‘The water 
,«f tl.js lake, though neither bitter or brackilh, is turbid, and has in its talle fomething 
fo nauieous that it cannot be drank. It abounds with filh, of two oppofite kinds ; 
one large and palatable, which the Indians call Suchis ; the other final], infipid and 
bony, termed long fince by the Spaniards Boyas. It has alfo a great number of geefe 
and other wild fowl, and the Ihores covered with flags and rulhes, the materials of 
which the bridges are made, and of which an account will be given in the fequel. 

As the weltern borders of this lake are called Chucuito, 10 thofe on the eaft fide 
are dillinguilhed by the name of Omafcuyo. It contains feveral illands, among which 
is one very large, and was^ anciently one mountain, but fince levelled by order of the 
Yncas ; it, however, gave to the lake its own name of Titi-caca, which, in the Indian 
language, fignifies a mountain of lead. In this illand the firlt Ynca Mancho-Capac, the 
illuftrious founder of the empire of Peru, invented 3 ns political fable, that the lun, his 
father, had placed him, together with his filter and cenfort. Mama Oello Huaco, 
there, enjoining them to draw the neighbouring people from the ignorance, rudenefs, 
and barbarity in which they lived, and humanize them by culloms, laws and religious 
rites di&ated by himfelf -, and in return for the benefits refulting from this artful 
Ilratagem, the ifland has, by all the Indians, been confidered as facred * and the Yncas 
determining to ered on it a temple to the fun, caufed it to be levelled, that the fituation 
might be more delightful and commodious. 

This was one of the moll fplendid temples in the whole empire. Befides the plates 
of gold and filver with which its walls were magnificently adorned, it contained an 
immenfe colledion of riches, all the inhabitants of provinces which depended on the 
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empire, Joeing under an indifpenfable obligation of vifiting it once a year,” and offering 
fome gift. Accordingly they always brought, t in proportion to their zeal or ability, 
gold, filver, or jewels. This immenfe mafs of riches, the Indians, on feeing the 
rapacious violence of the Spaniards, are thought to have thrown into the lake ; as it 
is certainly known, they did with regard to a great part of thofe at Cufco, among 
which was the famous golden chain made by order of the Ynca Huayna Capac, to 
celebrate the feftival of giving name to his eldeft fon. But thefe valuable efletts were 
thrown into another lake, fix leagues fouth of Cufco, in the valley of Orcos $ and 
though numbers of Spaniards, animated with the flattering hopes of fuch immenfe 
treafures, made frequent attempts to recover them, the great depth of the water, and 
the bottom being covered with llime and mud, rendered all their endeavours abortive. 
For notvvithftanding the circuit is not above half a league, yet the depth of water is in 
rnoft places not lefs than twenty-three or twenty-four fathoms. 

Towards the fouth part of the lake Titi-caca, the banks approach each other, fo as 
to form a kind of bay, which terminates in a river called El Defaguadero, or the 
drain, and afterwards forms the lake of Paria, which has no vifible outlet ; but the 
many whirlpools fufficiently indicate that the water ifl'ues by a fubterraneous paffage. 
Over the river Defaguadero is flill remaining the bridge of rulhes, invented by Capac 
Yupanqui, the fifth Ynca, for tranfporting his army to the other fide, in order to 
conquer the provinces of Collafuyo. The Defaguadero is here between eighty and a 
hundred yards in breadth, flowing w ith a very impetuous current under a fmooth, and, 
as it were, a fleeping furface. The Ynca, to overcome this difficulty, ordered four 
very large cables to be made of a kind of grafs which covers the lofty heaths and 
mountains of that country, and called by the Indians ichu ; and thefe cables were 
the foundation of the whole ftrutture. Two of thefe being laid acrofs the water, 
fafeines of dry juncia and totora, fpecies of ruflics, were fattened together, and laid acrofs 
them. On thefe the two other cables were laid, and again covered with the other 
fafeines fecurely fallened, but fmaller than the firll, and arranged in fuch ajoanr.-c 
as to form a level furface ; and by this means he procured a fare paffage to his army. 
This bridge, which is about five yards in breadth, and one and a half above the fitr- 
face df the water, is carefully repaired, or rebuilt every fix months, by the neigh- 
bouring provinces, in purfuance of a law made by that Ynca, and iince often con- 
firmed by the Kings of Spain, on account of its prodigious ufe ; it being the channel of 
intercourfe between thofe provinces feparated by the Defaguadero. 

VI. The lalt jurifdidtion of this bilhoprick is that of Paucar-Colla, whofe capital is 
the town of Puno. Its jurifdi&ion fouthward borders on that of Chucuito, and has 
the fame temperature : confequently is obliged to have reco'urfe to other provinces for 
the greateft part of its grain, and efculent vegetables ; but abounds in all kinds of 
cattle, both of the European and American kinds. The Indians of thfe town weave 
bags with their wool, and fell them to great advantage. The mountains in this pro- 
vince contain feveral filver mines, and among the reft the famous Laycacota, which 
formerly belonged to Jofeph Salcedo, and where the metal was often cut out of the 
mine with a chiffel ; but its prodigious richnefs accelerated the death of its owner, 
foon after which the waters bloke into it ; nor has any labour and expence been able 
to drain it, fo that it is at prefent abandoned. Few of the reft are worked, the general 
cafe with almoft all the filver-mines in this audience, efpecially of thofe in ihe arch- 
biihopric of Charcas, and this diocefe of La Paz. 
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II. Bilhopric in the Audience of Charcas. — Santa Cruz de la Sierra. 


The province of Santa Cruz de la Sierra is a government and captain-general/hip : 
and though its jurifdi&ion is o*f a large extent, not many' Spaniards are found in it, 
and the few towns are in general millions comprehended under the common name of' 
Paraguay millions. The capital of the fame name was erected into a bilhopric in the 
year 1605. Its chapter confifts only of a bilhop, dean, and archdeacon, having nei- 
ther canons, prebendaries, or other dignitaries. The ufual refidence of the bilhop is 
the city of Mifque Pocona, eighty leagues from Santa Cruz de la Sierra. 


The jurifdi&ion of Mafque Pocona reaches above thirty leagues ; and although the 
city itfelf is very thinly inhabited, there are, in other parts of it, feveral populous 
towns. The temperature is hot, but not in a degree too great for vineyards. The 
valley in which the city Hands is about eighty leagues in circumference, and produces 
all kinds of grain and fruits ; and the woods and uncultivated mountain's afford great 
quantities of honey and wax, which conftitute a principal branch of its commerce. 

The milfions belonging to the Jefuits in ^jhe parts dependent on this bilhopric, are 
thofe called Indios Chiquitos, or Iiftle Indians, a name given them by the Spaniards, 
on account of the great fmallnefs of the doors of their houfes. Their country lies 
between Santa Cruz de la Sierra, and the lake Xaraycsj from whence the river Para- 
guay had its rife, and being increafed by the conflux of others, forms the famous river 
De la Plata. It was about the clofe of the laft century, when the fathers firft began 
their preaching in this nation, and lo great has been their fuccefs, that in the year 
1732, they had formed feven towns, each confilting of above fix hundred families ; 
and were then building others for affembling under the fame laws, the great number 
of Indians, daily converted. Thefe Indios Chiquitos are well made and active ; and 
their courage has often been experienced by the Portuguefe, who ufed to make incur- 
■'> order to carry off the inhabitants for Haves : but the valour of thefe people 
has* taught them to defill: from fuch inhuman attempts, and, for their own fafety, to 
keip within their limits. The arms of thefe Indians are mufquets, fabres, and poi- 
foned arrows. Though their language is different from that of the other nations of 


Paraguay, the fame culloms nearly obtain here, as among all the other Indians. 

Bordering on this nation of Chiquitos is another of Pagan Indians, called C.htrigua- 
nos, or Chiriguanaes, who have always refufed to liilcn to the miflionaries ; though the 
fathers ftill continue to vifit them at certain times, and preach to them, but prudently 


take care to be accompanied with fome Chiquitos for their fecurity ; and thus they make 
now and then a few converts, who are fent to their towns, and there lead a focial life. 


This generally happens after fome misfortune in the wars continually carried on between 
them and the Chiquitos ; when, in order the more eafily f o obtain a peace, and that 


the Chiquitos may not abfolutely exterminate them, they fend for miflionaries ; but 
foon difmifs them again, pretending that they cannot bear to fee punilhments inflifted 
on perfons merely for deviating from the rules of reafon. This plainly demonftrates, 
that all they defire or aim at, is an unbounded licentioufuefs of manne, . 

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, the capital of this government, lies eighty or ninety leagues 
eaft of Plata. It jvas originally built fomething farther toward the fouth-eaft, near the 
Cordillerjf of the Chiriguanos. It was founded in the year 1548, by Captain Nuflo 
de Chave£, who called it Santa Cruz, from a town of that name near Truxillo in 
Spain, where he was . born. But the city having been deltroyed, it was built in the 
vol. xiv. ' 4 m place 
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place where it now {lands. It is neither large nor well built, nor has it any thing an- 
fwerable to the promifmg title of city. 

III. Bilhoprick of the Audience of Charcas.— El Tucuman. 

*v 

Tucma, by the Spaniards called Tucuman, lies in the centre of this part of America, 
beginning fouth of the Plata, beyond the towns of Chicas, «hich furnifh Indians for 
the mines in Potofi. On the eaft it borders on Paraguay and Buenos Ayres ; reaches 
weflward to the kingdom of Chilio, fouthward to the Pampas or plains belonging to 
the land of Magellan. This country, though united to the empire of the Yncas, was 
never conquered by them ; having, when Vira Cocha the eighth Ynca had made him- 
felf fove reign in Charcas, font a deputation of their chiefs, with a requeft of being 
admitted among the number of his fubjedts, and that he would be ple.ifed to fend them 
governors, that their country might partake of the benefits of thofe wife laws, and 
ufeful improvements, he had introduced into all the parts of his empire. 

The Spaniards having penetrated into Peru, and fmifhed the conqueft of far the 
greateft part of that empire, proceeded that of Tucuman in 154.9, under the con- 
duct of Juan Nunez de Prado, whom the prefident Pedro de la Gafca intrufted with 
the conduit of this expedition. He had, indeed, no opportunity of difplaying his mi- 
litary talents ; for the inhabitants, .being of a mild and eafy difpofition, readily fubmit- 
ted ; on which, the following four cities were built in that country, namely, Santiago 
del Eftero, fo called from a river of the fame name on which it was built, and whole 
inundations greatly contribute to increafe the fertility of the foil ; it hands above one 
hundred and fixty leagues fouth of Plata : San Miguel del Tucuman, twenty-five or 
thirty leagues weft of the former : Nueftra Senora de Talavera, fomething more than 
forty leagues north- weft of Santiago. The fourth was called Cordova de la Nueva 
Andalucia, and is above eighty leagues fouth of Aptiago. 

The territories of this government being of fuen extent, that they reach fw/flTfibrth 
to fouth above two hundred leagues, and little fhort of a hundred in fome parts from 
call tp weft, it was judged proper to increafe the number of Spanifh fettlements; and, 
accordingly, orders were given for building two other cities, which are Rioja, about 
eighty [leagues fouth-weft of Santiago, and Santa, between fixty and feventy leagues 
norttoweft of the fame city ; together with a village called San Salvador, or Xuxui, 
about twenty leagues north of Salta. But all thefe places are fmall, and built without 
either order or fymmetry. The governor, notwithftanding Santiago was the firff, re- 
fides at Salta ; and even the bifhop and his chapter at Cordova, which is the largeft. 
The others have their refpeftive corregidors, under whom, alfo, are the Indian villages, 
within the dependencies of their proper cities. But of thefe there is no great number, 
the principal part of the country not being inhabitable, either from a want of water, 
or from their being covered with impenetrable forefts. This want of inhabitants is alfo 
greatly owing to the cruelties and ravages of the favage Indians, in their frequent in- 
curfions. 

The epifcopal church of Tucuman, which, as we have already obferved, is in Cor- 
dova, was in the year 1570 eredted into a cathedral, and its chapter now confifts of 
the Whop, dean, archdeacon, chanter, redtor, and treafurer, who is eledted ; but has 
neither canons nor prebendaries. 7 

Thofe parts of the country which are watered by the rivers, are fo remarkably fer- 
tile in grain and fruits, thib they produce fufficient for the common confutnption of the 
inhabitants. The woods abound is wild honey and wax, whilft the hot parts produce 
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fugar and cotton} the laft is manufadlured here, and, with the woollen fluffs alfo wove 
by the inhabitants, form an advantageous branch of trade. But its great article con- 
fills in the mules bred in the luxuriant paftures of its valleys. Inconceivable droves of 
thefe creatures are fent to all parts of Peru, the Tucuman mules being famous over 
thefe countries, far exceeding all others in ftrength and docility. 


CHAP. XV. — Account of Paraguay 'and Buenos Ayres ; the two lajl Governments of 

the Audience of Charcas. 

IV. Bifhopric of the Audience of Charcas.— Paraguay. 

THE government of Paraguay lies fouth of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, and eafl of 
Tucuman. Southward it joins to that of Buenos Ayres ; and is terminated eaftward 
by the captainfhip of <St. Vicente in Brazil, whofe capital is the city of St. Pablo. 
Thefo countries were firll difeovered by Sebaftian Gaboro, who, coming to the river 
of Plata in the year 1526, failed up the river f Palana in fome fmall bark,, and thence 
entered that of Paraguay. He was fucceeded in 1536 by Juan de Ayolos, to whom 
Don Pedro de Mendoza, the firrt governor of Buenos Ayres, had given a commiflion, 
together with a body of troops, military ftores, and other neceffaries ; and afterwards, 
by his orders, Juan de Salinas founded the city of Nueftra Senora de la Aifumption, 
the capital of the province ; but the difeovery of the whole, and, confequently, th^ 
conqueft of people who inhabited it, being ftill imperfect, it was profecuted by 
Alvar Nunez, furnamed Cabeza de Baca, or Cowhead, whofe eminent fervices, on the 
death of D^n Pedro de Mendoza, procured him the government of Buenos Ayres. 

The only fettlements in the whole extent of this government, are the city pf Aflump- 
> tion. Villa Rica, and fome other tqwns, whofe inhabitants are a mixture of Spaniards, 
Mett izbv and fome Indians, but the greateft part of the feveral caffs. As the city it- 
• felf. is but fmall and irregular, nothing better can be expetted in Villa Rica, and other 
towns and villages. Its houfes are indeed intermixed with gardens and plantations, but 
without any fymmetry. It is the refidence of the governor of the province, who had 
formerly under his jurifdi&ion part of the towns compofing the millions of Paraguay ; 
but a few years fmee they were feparated from it, and are now annexed to the govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres ; but without any change in the ecclefiaffical government. In 
the city of Aifumption is a cathedral, whofe chapter confifts of the bimop,- dean, arch- 
deacon, treafurer, and two canons. The parilhes of the city of Villa Rica, and of the 
other towns depending on this government, are ferved by the Francifcans : but in die 
miffionary towns they are folely under the care of the Jefuits ; and thefe compofing the 
greater number of towns in this province, I lhall fpeak particularly of them, ftill keep- 
ing to that concifenefs I have obferved in the other jurifdi&ions. 

The millions of Paraguay, befides thofe in the province of that name, include alfo a 
great many of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Tucuman, and Buenos Ayres. Within a cen- 
tury and a half, the epocha of their firft eftablilhment, they have bet 1 the means of 
bringing into the bofom of the charch many Indian nations, who lived in the blind- 
nefe of idplatry, and the turpitude of the favage cuftoms tranfmitted to them by their 
anceffors.. The firfl> inftance of this apoftolic zeal was the fpiritual conqueft of the 
Guaranies Indians, fome of whom inhabited the banks of the rivers Uruguay and Pa- 
rana } and others are near a hundred leagues up the countries north-weft of the Guayra. 
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The Portuguefe, then only intent on the improvement of their colonies, in violation of 
the moft facred laws, did not, even after the converfion of thefe people, ceafe from 
making incurfions, in order to carry oft' the young inhabitants as Haves for their planta- 
tions ; fo that it became abfolutely neceflary, in order to preferve thefe converts, to re- 
move into Paraguay, about twelve thoufand of air ages, *and both fexes ; a like num- 
ber of emigrants was alfo brought from Tappe and formed into communities, living 
here in peace and iafety ; and, at the fame time, in a decency becoming their new 
profefiion. 

But the number of fuccccding converts was fo great, that continual additions were 
neceffary to thefe towns, fo that I was at Quito informed by a perfon of undoubted ve- 
racity, and thoroughly acquainted with fuch matters, that the number of towns of the 
Guaranies Indians in the year 1 734, amounted to thirty-two, and fuppofed to contain 
between thirty and forty thoufand families : that from the increafing profperity of the 
Chriftian religion, they were then deliberating on the manner of building three other 
towns, thefe thirty-two being in the diocefes of Buenos Ayres and Paraguay. Befides 
the Indios Chiquitos belonging to the diocefe of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, there were at 
that time feven very populous towns ; and, by reafon of the great refort of converted 
Indians, preparations were making for building others. 

The Paraguay millions are on all lides terminated’ by nations of idolatrous Indians ; 
feme of which, however, live in perfect harmony with them, but others do all in their 
power to exterminate them by frequent incurfions ; and it is with the latte* - that the 
fathers chiefly employ their zeal, in order to reclaim them from their inhumanity, by 
Bleaching to them the glad tidings of the Gofpel. Nor is this fortitude deflitute of 
fruit, the molt rational receiving with joy the knowledge of the true God, and, quitting 
their country, are conduced to the Chriftian towns, where, after proper inftru&ions, 
they are admitted to baptifm. **• 

About a.hundred leagues from the million is a nation of idolaters, called Guanoas. 
It is with great difficulty any of thefe are brought touembrace the light of the Oo f peJ 
as they are extremely addi&ed to a licentious life ; and a great number of Meftizos, 
and even fome Spaniards, whom crimes have obliged to take flicker among them, by 
their ill example harden the Indians in their contempt of inftruttion. Befides they are 
fo indolent and flothful, that they will not take the pains to cultivate the lands, choof- 
ing to live by the more expeditious way of hunting ; and, being convinced, that if they 
embrace the Chriftian religion, and fubmit to the miflionaries, they muft labour, they 
cannot bear to think of a change which will inevitably deprive them of their favourite 
indolence. Many, however, of thofe who come to the Chriftian towns to vifit their 
relations, cannot withftand the order and decency in which they fee them live, and ac- 
cordingly embrace the Chriftian religion. 

It is nearly the fame with the Charuas, a people inhabiting the country between the 
rivers Parana and Uruguay. Thofe dwelling on the banks of the river Parana, from 
the town of Corpus upwards, and called Guananas, are more traftable, and their in- 
duftry in agriculture, and other rural arts, render them more fufceptible of liftenirig to 
the preaching of the miflionaries ; befides, no fuch thing as a fugitive is to be found 
among them. Near Cordova is another nation of idolaters, called Pampas, who, not- 
withftanding they frequently come to the city to fell* different produ&ions of the earth, 
are very obftinate in their opinions, and, confequently, are not reclaimed without the 
greateft difficulty. Thefe four nations of idolatrous Indians live; however,* in peace 
with the Chriflians. 


In 
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In the neighbourhood of the city of Santa Fe, iituated in the province Qf Buenos 
Ayres, are others who rejeft all terms of peace; fo that even the villages and eftates 
near Santiago and Salta, in the government of Tucuman, have felt the effe&s of their 
daring incurfions. The other nations .between thefe and the Chiquitos, and the lake 
of Xarayes, are little known. ‘Not many years frnce fome Jefuit miilionaries ventured 
to vifit their country up the river Pilcomayo, which runs from Potofi to Aflumption ; 
but their territories being very large, and living a vagrant fort of lives, without fixed 
habitations, the zeal of the good father^ was fruftrated ; as it has indeed on many other 
occafions, even after repeated trials. 

The idolatrous Indians^ who inhabit the country from the city of Aflumption north- 
ward, are but very few. The miflionaries have been fo fortunate as to meet with fome of 
thefe in their journeys after them, and prevailed on them to accompany them to the 
C.hriltian towns, where, without much relucfancy, they have embraced Chriftianity. 
The Chiriguanos, already mentioned, alfo refide in thefe parts ; but are fo infatuated 
with the pleafures of a lavage life, that they will not hear of living under law's. 

From what has been faid, it will eafily be conceived that the country occupied by 
the Paraguay millions, mud be of a veiy great extent. The air in general is moift 
and temperate, though in fome parts it is rather cold *. The temperate parts abound 
with all kinds of provifions. Cotton contributes confiderably to their riches, growing 
here in fuch quantities, that every little village gathers 'of it annually above two thou- 
fand a rob a*; and the induftrious are very ingerxions in weaving it into fluff's for ex- 
portation. A great deal of tobacco is alfo planted here. But thefe articles are far lefs 
advantageous to the inhabitants than the herb called Paraguay, which alone would be* 
fufficient to form a ffourilhing commerce in this province, it being the only one which 
produces it : and from hence it is lent all over Peru and Chili, where its ufe is univer- 
sal ; efpeciaxly that kind of it called camini, which is* the pure leaf; the other, diftin- 
guilhed by the name of palos, being lefs fine, and not fo proper for making mate, is 
-*..fo valuable. si 

Thefe goods were carried for fale, to the cities of Santa Fe, and Buenos Ayres, 
where the fathers have factors ; the Indians, particularly the Guaranies, wanting the 
fagacity and addrefs, fo abfolutcly neceflary to procure fuccefs in commercial It flairs. 
Thefe fa&ors difpofe of what is configned ’to them from Paraguay, and lay out the' 
money in fuch European goods as the towns are then in want of, in ornaments for the 
churches, and the decent fupport of the prieffs officiating in them. But the greateft 
care is taken in deducting from what each town fends, the amount of the tribute of its 
Indian inhabitants, /which \s remitted immediately to the revenue offices, without the 
leaft deduction, except the ftipends for the priefts, and the penfions allowed the 
caciques. 

The other products of their lands, together with their cattle, are made ufe of for 
the fubfiftence of the inhabitants, among w'hom they are difl. ibuted with fuch regularity 
and oeconomy, that thq excellent police under which thofe people live fo happily, can- 
not be pafled over in filence, without great injuftice to thefe wife legiflators. 

Every town of the millions , of Paraguay, like the cities and great tc rns of the Spa- 
niards, are under a governor, regidores, and alcaldes. That the important office of a 
governor may be always filled by a perfon duly qualified, he is chofen by the Indians, 
with the ^probation of the priefts. The alcaldes are annually appointed by the regi- 

* White frofts are very common here in July and Auguft, fometime^ they have ice about the thickneft 
of half a crown. The former phenomenon has been feen as far to the northward as Rio de Janeiro. 
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dores, and jointly with them, the governor attends to the maintenance of good order 
and tranquillity among* the inhabitants : and that thefe officers, who are feldom perfons 
of the moft filming parts, may riot abufe their authority, and either through intereft, 
or paffipn, carry their revenge too far againft other Indians, they are not to proceed 
to punifhment without previoufly acquainting the prieft with the affair, that he may 
compare the offence with the fentence. The prieft, on finding the perfon really guilty, 
delivers him up to be punilhed, which generally confifts in imprifonment for a certain 
number of days, and fometimes falling is added to it ; but if the fault be very great, 
the delinquent is whipt, which is the moft fevere punifhment ufed among them ; thefe 
people being never known to commit any crime that merits a greater degree of chaftife- 
fient ; for immediately on being regiftered as converts, the greateft care has been taken 
in thefe millions, to imprint on the minds of thefe new Chriftians, a deteftation of 
murder, robbery, and fuch atrocious crimes. The execution of the fentence is pre- 
ceded by a difcourfe made by the prieft before the delinquent, in which he reprefents 
to the offender, with the greateft foftnefs and fympathy, the nature of his crime, and 
its turpitude ; fo that he is brought to acknowledge the juftnefs of the fentence, and to 
receive it rather as a brotherly correction than a punilhment ; fo that though nature 
mull feel, yet he receives the correction with the greateft humility and refignation, 
being confcious that he has brought it upon himfelf. Thus the priefts are in no danger 
of any malice being harboured .againft them ; indeed the love and veneration the Indian^ 
pay them, is fo great, that could they be guilty of enjoining an unjuft punilhment, the 
fuffering party would impute it to his own demerits, being firmly perfuaded that the 
priefts never do any thing without a fufficient reafon. 

Every town has a particular armory, in which are kept all the fire-arms, fwords, 
and weapons ufed by the militia, when they take the field, whether to repel the infrilts 
of the Portuguefe, or any heathen Indians inhabiting on their frontiers. Arid that they 
may be dexterous in the management of them, they are cxercifed on the evening 
of every holiday, in the market-places of the towris. All perfons capable_of bee**' 
ing arms in every town, are divided into companies, and have their proper officers, 
who owe this diftindtion to their military qualifications ; their uniform is richly laced 
with gold and lilver, according to their rank, and embroidered with the device of their 
towns. In thefe they always appear on Holidays, and at the times of exercife. The 
governor, alcaldes, and regidores, have alfo very magnificent habits of ceremony, 
which they wear on folemn occafions. 

No town is without a fchool for teaching reading, writing, dancing, and mufic j and 
in whatever they undertake, they generally excel, the inclination and genius of every 
one being carefully cofifulted before they are forwarded in any branch of fcience. Thus 
many attain a very good knowledge of the Latin tongue. In one of the courts of the 
houfe belonging to the prieft of every town, are (hops or work-houfes for painters, 
fculptors, gilders, filverfmiths, lockfmiths, carpenters, weavers, watchmakers, and all 
other mechanic arts and trades. Here every one works for thie benefit of the whole ’ 
town, under the infpe&ion of the priefts coadjutors : and boys are there alfo inftrudted 
in thofe trades and arts to which they have the greateft inclination. 

^ The churches are large and well built, and with regard to decorations, not infe- 
rior to the richeft in Peru. Even the houfes of the Indians are built with that fymmetry 
and convenience, and fo completely and elegantly furnifhed, as to excel tlUfe of the 
Spaniards in many towns in this part of America! Moft of them however are only of 
mud walls, fome of unburnt bricks, and others of (tone ; but all in general covered 
with tiles. Every thing in thefe towns is on fuch good footing, that all private houfes 
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make gunpowder, that a fufficient quantity of irmay not be wanting, other on any 
exigency, or for fireworks on holidays, and other anniverfary rejoicings which are, 
punQually kept. But the moil fplendid ceremony is on the acceffion of the new 
monarch to the Spaniih throne, when the governor, alcaldes, regidores, together with 
all the civil and military officers, appear m new%niforms, and other ornaments, to 
cxprefs the ardent affection they bear their new fovereign. 

Every church has its band of mufic, confifting of a great number both of voca! and 
inftrumental performers. Divine fervice is celebrated in them with all the pomp and 
folemnity of cathedrals. The like is obferved in public proceffions, efpecially that on 
Corpus Chrifti day, at which the governor, alcaldes, and regidores, in their habits of 
ceremony, and the militia in their uniforms, affift ; the reft of the people carry flam- 
beaux ; fo that the whole is conduced with an order and reverence fuitable to the 
occafion. Thefe proceffions are accompanied with fine dancing, but very different from 
that in the province of Quito, defcribed in the firft part ; and the performers wear par- 
ticular dreffes, extremely rich, and well adapted to the characters reprefented. In 
ftiort, a miffionary town omits no circumftance either of feftivity or devotion, pra&ifed 
in opulent cities. 

Every town has ajund of beaterio, where women of ill feme are placed'; it alfo ferves 
for the retreat of married women’ who have no families, during the abfence of their 
hufba'nds. For the fupport of this houfe, and alfo of orphans and others, who by 
age or any. other circumftance are difabled from earning a livelihood, two days in the 
week are fet apart ; when the inhabitants of every village are obliged to fow and culti- 
vate a certain piece of ground, called Labor de la Comunidad, the labour of the com- 
munity ; and thefurplus of the produce is applied to procure furniture and decorations 
tor the church, and to clothe the orphans, the aged, and the difabled perfons. By 
this benevbrent plan all diftrefs is precluded, and the inhabitants provided with every 
neceffary of life. The royal revenues are punctually paid ; and by the union of the 
inhabitants, the uninterrupted peace they enjoy, and the wifdom of their policy, which 
»>s prcfcrvCd inviolable ; thefe places, if there are any fuch on earth, are the habitations 
of true religion and felicity. 

The Jefuits, who are the priefts of thefe miffions, take upon them the foie tare of 
difpofing of the manufactures and products of the Guaranies Indians, defigned for 
commerce ; thefe people being naturally carelefs and indolent, and doubtlefs without 
the diligent infpeCtion and pathetic exhortations of the fathers, would be buried in floth 
and indigence. The cafe is' very different in the miffions of the Chiquitos, who are 
induftrious, careful, and frugal ; and their genius fo happily adapted to commerce, as 
not to Hand in need of any feClors. The prie£s in the villages of this nation are of no 
cxpence to the crown, the Indians themfeives rejoicing in maintaining them ; and join 
in cultivating a plantation filled with all kinds of grain and fruits for the prieft ; the 
remainder, after this decent fupport, being applied to purchafe ornaments for the 
churches. 

That the Indians may never be in any want of neceffaries, it is one part of the 
minifterV care to have always in readinefs a ftock of different kind r of tools, fluffs, 
and other goods ; fo that all who are in want repair to him, bringing by way of ex- 
change wax, of which there are here great quantities, and other products. And this 
barter isflsnade with the ftriCteft integrity, that the Indians may have no reafon to com- 
plain of Oppreffion ;* and that the high character of the priefts for juftice and fanCtity 
may be ftudioufly preferved. The gooffs received in exchange are bjr the priefts fent 
to the fuperior of the miffioos, who is a different perfon from the fuperior of the Gua- 
ranies; 
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ranies ; and wjfh the produce, a frWh flock of goods is laid in. The principal inten- 
tion of this is, that the Indians may have no occafion to leave their own country, in 
order to be furnifhed With neceffaries -/and by this means are kept ifonT the contagion 
of tho£? vices, which they would naturally contract in their intercourfe with the inha- 
bitants of other countries, where dfte depravity of numan nature is not corrected by 
fuch good examples and laws. 

If the civil government of thefe towns be fo admirably calculated for happinefs, the 
ecclefiaftical government is itill more fo. Every town and village has its particular 
priefl, who, in proportion to its largenefs, has an afliflant or two of the fame order. 
Thefe priefts, together with fix boys who wait on tjiem, and ‘alfo ling in the churches, 
form in every village a kind of fmall college, where the hours are under the fame 
regulation, and the exercifes fucceed each other with the fame formalities as in the 
great colleges of cities. The mofl laborious part of the duty belonging to the priefl, 
is to vifit perfonally the chacaras or plantations of the Indians ; and in this they are 
remarkably fedulous, in order to prevent the ill conferences of that flothful difpo- 
fition fo natural to the Guaranies ; who, were they not frequently roui'ed and ffimu- 
lated by the prefence of the priefl, would abandon their work, or, at leaft, perform 
it in a very fuperficial manner. He alfo attends at the public ilgughtcr-houfe, where 
every day are killed fomc of the cattle ; large herds of which are kept for the public 
ufe by the Indians. The Heflj of thefe beafts is dealt out by the priefl, in lefts pro- 
portionable to the number of perfons each family confills of ; fo that every one has a 
fufficiency to fupply the calls of nature, but nothing for walte. He alfo vifits the 
fick, to fee that they want for nothing, and arc attended with that care and tendernefs 
their flate requires. Thefe charitable employments *take up fo great a part of the day, 
as often to leave him no time for affifting the father coadjutor in the fervices <of *the 
church. One ui'eful part of thq duty of the latter is to catechize, and Explain fome 
portion of feripture in the church every day in the week, Thurfdays and Saturdays 
excepted, for the inftruCtion of the young of both fexes ; and thefe in every town are 
not lefs than two thoufand. On Sundays all the inhabitants never fail -to attend divine 
fervice. The priefl alfo vifits the fick to confefs them ; and if the cafe requires if, to 
give rheni the viaticum ; and to all thefe mufl be added, the other indifpenfable 
duties of a priefl. 

By the ftri&nefs of the law thefe priefts fhould be nominated by the governor, as 
vice-patron, and be qualified for their function by the conlecratidn of the bifhop ; but 
as among the three perfons recommended on fuch occafions to the governor, there will 
of confequence be one, whofe virtues and talents render him mofl fit for the office ; 
and as no better judges of this can beAippofed than the provincials of the order, the 
governor and bifhop have receded from their undoubted rights, and the provincials 
always collate and prefer thofe whofe merits are mofl confpicuous. . 

The miffions of the Guaranies are alfo under one j Superior, whtf nominates, the 
afliflant priefts of the other towns. His refidence is at Candelaria, which lies in the 
centre of all the miffions; but he frequently vifits the other towns, in order to 
fuperintend their governments ; and at the fame time, concerts meafures that fome qf 
the fathers may be fent among the heathen Indians, to conciliate their affections, and 
by degrees work their converfion. In this important office he is affifled by two vicc- 
fuperiors, one of whom refides at Parana, and the other on the river Uruguay. All 
thefe miffions, though fo numerous and difperfcd, are formed' as it were into ’one 
college, of which the fuperior may be confidered as the matter or head j and every 
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town is like a family govemed by a wife and affe&ionate parent, in the petfon of the 
prieft. 

Ill the millions of the Guaranies, the King pays the ftipends of the priefts, which, 
including that of the affiftant, is three hundred dollars per annum. This fum is lodged 
in the hands of the fuperior,* who every month 'fupplies them with neceflary food 
and apparel, and on any extraordinary demand, they apply to him, from whom they 
are fure of meeting with a gracious reception. 

The millions of the Chiquito Indiins have a diftind fuperior ; but with the fame 
functions as he who prelides over the Guaranies ; and the priefts alfo are on the fame 
footing, bu| )( have lefs anxiety and labour ; the induftry and activity of thefe Indians, 
faving them the trouble of coming among them to exhort them to follow their employ- 
ments, or of being the ftorekeepers and agents in difpofing of the fruits of their 
labours ; they themfelves vending them for their own advantage. 

All thefe Indians are very fubjeft to feveral contagious diftempers : as the fmall-pox, 
malignant fevers, and others, to which, on account of the dreadful havock attending 
them, they give the name of peftilence. And to fuch difeafes it is owing, that thefe 
feuletnents have not increafed in a manner proportional to their numbers, the time 
fince their eftablilhment, and the quietnefs and plenty in which thefe people live. 

The miflionary fathers will not allow any of the inhabitants of Peru, whether Spaniards 
or others, Meftizos or even Indians, to come within th,eir millions in Paraguay. Not 
with a view of concealing their tranfa&ions from the world ; or that they are afraid 
left others Ihould fupplant them of part of the produfts and manufactures ; nor 
for any of thofe caufes, which even with lefs foundation, envy has dared to fuggeft ; 
but for this reafon, and a very prudent one it is, that their Indians, who being as it 
were new-born from favagenefs and brutality, and initiated into morality and religion, 
may be kfpt fteady in this ftate of innocence and fimplicity. Thefe Indians are 
Itrangers to fedition, pride, malice, envy, and other paffions, which are fo fatal to 
fociety. But were ftrangers admitted to come among them, their bad examples would 
leach tneth what at prefent they are happily ignorant of ; but Ihould modefty, and the 
attention they pay to the inftru&ions of their teachers, be once laid afide, the 
lhining advantages of thefe fettlements would loon come to nothing ; and fuch a num- 
ber of fouls, who now worlhip the true God in the beauty of holinefs, and live in 
tranquillity and love (of which fuch (lender traces are feen among civilized nations), 
would be again feduced into the paths of diforder and perdition. 

Thefe Indians live at prefent in an entire affurance, that whatever their priefts 
advife them to is good, and whatever they reprehend is bad. But their minds would 
foon take a different turn, by feeing other people, on whom the de&. ine of the gofpel 
is fo far from having any effect, that their a&ions are abfolutely repugnant to its pre- 
cepts. At pfefent they are firmly perfuaded, that in all bargains, and other traftf- 
a&ions, the granted candour and probity mull be ufed, without any prevarication or 
deceit. But it is too evident, that were others admitted among them, whole lead- 
ing maxim is to fell as dear, and buy as cheap as they are able, thefe innocent people 
would foon imbibe the fame prattice, together with a variety of others' which feem 
naturally to flow from it. The contamination would foon fpread through every part of 
their behaviour, fo as never to be reclaimed. I do not here mean to leflen the characters 
of thofe Spaniards or inhabitants of other nations, whofe countries are fituated con- 
veniently for trading'with Paraguay, by infinuating that they are univerfally fraudulent 
and difiolute ; but, on the other hand, among fuch numbers, it would be very Arrange 
if there was not feme ; and one (ingle perfon of fuch a character would be fumcient to 
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infe& a whole country. And who could pretend to fay, that, if free admiffion were 
allowed to foreigners, there might not come in, among a multitude of virtuous, one 
of fuch peftilent difpofitions ? Who can fay that he might not be even the very 
firft ? Hence it Is that the Jefuits have inflexibly adhered to the maxim of not admitting 
any foreigners among them ; and in this they are certainly juftified by the melancholy 
example of the other millions of Peru, whole decline from their former happinefs and 
piety is the efteft of an open intercourfe. 

Though in the feveral parts of Paraguay, tihere the millions have been always 
fettled, there are no mines of gold and filver ; feveral are to be found in foine adjacent 
countries under the dominion of the King of Spain ; but the Pbrtuguefe reap the whole, 
benefit of them : for having encroached as far as the lake Xarayes, near which, about 
twenty years ago, a rich mine of gold was difcovered, they, without any other right than 
polfellion, turned it to their own ufe ; the minittry in Spain, in conlideration of the har- 
mony fubfifting between the two nations, and their joint intereft, forbearing to make 
ufe of any forcible methods. 

V. Bilhoprick of the Audience of Charcas. — Buenos Ayres. 

The ecclefiaftical jurifdiction of the bilhop of Buenos Ayres extends to all the coun- 
tries under the temporal government of the fame name ; and this begins on the oriental 
coal! of that part of America, and extends weftward as far as Tucuman ; on the north it 
terminates on Paraguay, and is bounded towards the fouth by the land of_ Magellan. 
Its countries are watered by the great river De la Plata, the difeovery of which was 
owing to Juan Dias de Solis, who, in 1515, having failed from Spain with two velfels to 
make difeoveries, arrived at the mouth of this river, and took polfellion of it in the name 
of the King of Spain. But being unhappily deluded by the figns of joy and friendlhip 
made by the Indians, he landed, ^and was immediately killed, together with- his few at- 
tendants. The fame voyage was repeated in 1526, under Seballian Cabot, who, enter- 
ing the river, difcovered an ifland, which he called St. Gabriel ; and advancing further, 
came to another river, which emptied itfelf into that of La Plata ; to this he- gave the 
name of St. Salvador, caufing his fleet to enter the river, and there difembark their 
troops. Here he built a fort, and leaving in it a part of his men, he failed above two 
hundred leagues up the river Parana, difeovering alfo that of Paraguay. Cabot, having 
purchafed fome ingots of filver from the Indians he met with, and particularly from the 
Guaranies, who brought the metal from the other parts of Peru, imagined that they 
had found it in the neighbourhood of the river, and thence called the river Rio de la 
Plata, or Silver River, which has fuperfeded that of Solis, as it was before called from 
its firft difeoverer, whofe memory is ftill prelerved by the little river Solis, about feven 
or eight leagues weft of Maldonado bay. 

The capital of this government is called Nueftra Senora de Buenos Ayres. It was 
founded in the year 1 535 by Don Pedro de Mendoza, purfuant to his orders, which 
alfo appointed him governor. He chofe for it a place called Cape Blanco, on the fouth 
fide of Rio de la Plata, clofe by a fmall river. Its latitude, according to Father Feville, 
is 34 0 34' 38" S. He gave it the name of Buenos Ayres, on account of the extreme fa- 
lubrity of the air. The city is built on a large plain, gently rifing from the little river. 
It is far from being fmall, having at leaft three thoufand houfes, inhabited by Spaniards 
and different calls. Like moft towns fituated on rivers, its breadth is not proportional 
to its length. The ftreetsare, however, ftraight, and of a proper breadth. „ The prin- 
cipal fquare is very large, and built near the little river ; the front anfwering to it being 
;a caftle, where the governor conftantly refides j and, with the other forts, has a garrifon 
# 1 ofa 
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of a thoufand regular troops. The houfes, formerly of mud-walls, thatched with ftraw 
and very low, are now much improved, fome being of chalk, and others of brick, and 
having one ftory befides the ground-floor, and moil of them tiled*. The cathedral is a 
fpacious and very elegant ftructure, and is the parilh-church for the greateft part of the 
inhabitants ; the other, at the farther end of the city, being only for the Indians. The 
chapter is compofed of the bifhop, dean, archdeacon, and two canons, one by compofi- 
tion, the other by prefentation. Here are alfo feveral convents, and a royal chapel in 
the caftle where the governor refides. * With regard to the civil and economical govern- 
ment, and the magiftr«cy, it will be unnecefiary to enter into particulars, they being 
on the famq^footing as tfiofe of the places already mentioned. 

The climate here is very little different from that of Spain, and the diftin&ions between 
the feafons are the fame. In winter, indeed, violent tempefts of winds and rain are here 
very frequent, accompanied with fuch dreadful thunders and lightnings, as fill the in- 
habitants, though ufed to them, with terror and conlternation. In fummer the excef- 
five heats are mitigated by gentle breezes, which conftantly begin at eight or nine in the 
morning. 

The city is furrounded by a fpacious and pleafant country, free from any obftru&ion 
to the fight ; and from thefe delightful fields the inhabitants are furnifhed with fuch a 
plenty of cattle, that there is no place in America or Europe where meat is better or 
cheaper. It is the ulpal cuftom to buy the hides of the beaft, the carcafe being in fome 
meafure a gratuitous addition ; and the meat is always fat and very palatable. The coun- 
try to the weft, fouth, and north of Buenos Ayres lately abounded fo greatly in cattle 
and horfes, that the whole coft confifted in taking them ; and even then a horfe was fold 
for a dollar of that money, and the ufual price of a beaft, chofen out of a herd of two 
or three hundred, only four rials. At prefent there is no fcarcity, but they keep at a 
greater diltance, and are more difficult to be catched, by reafon of the prodigious havock 
made of them by the Spaniards and Portuguefe, merely for the fake of their’hides j the 
grand commerce of Buenos Ayres. 

All kinds of game and fifh are alfo here in the fame plenty, feveral forts of the latter 
being caught in the river running by it ; but the perexeyes are very remarkable, fome 
of them being half a yard or more in length. Both the American and Europeaft fruits 
come to full perfe&ion, and are in great plertty. In a word, for the enjoyments of life, 
efpecially with regard to the falubrity of the air, a finer country cannot be imagined. 

This city is fituated about feventy-feven leagues from Cape Santa Maria, which lies on 
the north coaft near the entrance of the river De la Plata ; and its little river not having 
water fufficient for (hips of burden to come up to Buenos Ayres, they anchor in one of 
the two bays on the fame coaft. That fart heft to the eaftward is called Maldonado, and 
is nine leagues from the above cape : the other bay is, from a mountain near it, named 
Monte Video,’ and is about twenty leagues from it. 

Within the government 6f Buenos Ayres are three other cities, namely, Santa Fe, 
Las Corientes, and Monte Video. The laft, which was lately built, ftands on the bor- 
der of the bay, from whence it derives its name. Santa Fe lies about ninety leagues 
north -weft of Buenos Ayres, t between the Rio de la Plata and the R ; Salado, which, 
after running through the country of Tucuman, joins the former. The city is but fmall, 
and meanly built, owing in a great meafure to the infults it has frequently fuffered from 
the heathen Indians, who not long fince pillaged it, maflacring the inhabitants of the ‘ 
city, and thofe of the' neighbouring villages j and they ftill keep the country under con- 
tinual apprehenfions of another vifit. It is, however, the channel of the commerce be- 

* Their houfes are commonly thatched with cocoa-out-ieave9 and flags. A. 
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tween Paraguay and Buenos Ayres, for the herb camini and palos. The city De lay 
Corientes, fituated bn the eaftern banks of the river De La Plata, betwixt it and the river 
Parana, is about an hundred leagues north of the city of Santa F6. Its magnitude and 
difpofition are both inferior to Santa Fe, and indeed has no marks of a city, except the 
name. Each of thefe cities has its particular corregidor,' as lieutenant of the governor ; 
and its inhabitants, together with thofe of the neighbouring country, are formed into a 
mili :a, which, on any appearance of an invafion from the Indians, alfemble, ‘and have 
often Ihewn a great deal of rcfolution in repelling the attacks of their pagan enemies. 
It has already been obferved, that part of the towns of the millions of Paraguay be- 
long to this diocefe, and, with regard to the royal jurifdicUon, ‘thefe mifliojg| univerfally 
depend on Buenos Ayres ; thofe which formerly belonged to the government of Para- 
guay having been fcparated from it. 

Having thus, with the government of Buenos Ayres, finifhed my account of every thing 
worthy of notice in the audiences of Lima and C.harcas, together with the jurifdiftions 
included in their diocefes, it now remains only to conclude my defcription of the king- 
dom of Peru with an account of the kingdom and audience of Chili ; but the many ob- 
jefts of importance in it fo well deferve to be fully treated of, that I thought proper to 
referve them for the following book ; thofe included in this, as I have mentioned in its 
place, merited a much greater prolixity : for from what has been faid in the firft part 
of the province of Quito, fome.idea of the difference between the £wo with regard to the 
number of people, towns and villages, trade and commerce, may be conceived ; the 
province of Quito having only one diocefe, and part of another ; whereas Lima contains 
one archbilhopric, and four bifhoprics ; and that of Charcas one bilhopric more than 
that of Lima. In the province of Quito only a few mines are worked, and thofe to little 
advantage ; whereas the mines of Lima and Charcas, by their immenfe riches, draw 
thither great numbers of traders a,nd induftrious people, and thus fpread wealth and af- 
fluence thrtmgh the whole country, by the brifk circulation of trade. It mull, however, 
be owned, that the number of people in thefe provinces bear no proportion to their ex- 
tent ; and it is with too much truth faid, that they are in many places almolF deftitute 
of people ; for fuppofing a corregidor to have twenty villages under his jurifdi&ion, yet 
if the leaft extent of it be thirty leagues one way, and fifteen another, they muft be 
very thin. For draw a parallelogram of that dimenfion, it will contain four hundred 
and fifty fquare leagues of ground, and confequently the lhare of each village will be 
twenty-two fquare leagues and a half. This calculation is made from the fmalleft dif- 
tances, there being jurifdi&ions of a far greater extent ; and others, which, though 
equal in dimenfions, have not twenty villages. What has been faid of the produ&s and 
manufactures in each jurifdiCtion muft be’ underftood in a general fenfe, we not paving 
entered into many particulars made or produced in fome towns, and not common to 
’• ors, as may be obferved in the defcription of Quito. But thefe acc'ounts, drawn 
founwed own experience, and the relations of perfons of Undoubted veracity, we hope 
alfo appoiniiA unacceptable to the reader, who is defirous of forming a true idea of 
fide of Rio de 14 for their riches, fertility, prodigious extent, and many other particu- 
is 34° 34' 38 " S. ->ft attention ; efpecially for the amazing fuccefs which has attended 
lubrity of the air. The’Ciriftian religion, in countries formerly involved in ignorance 
It is far from being fmall, 1 


and different calls. Like m fo . . ,, . . , ,. 

* i„_ 'I’ho n-rr.0*. or/P* Spam and Portugal have five times the number of fubtc&s in their 

to Its length.' Ihe ftreetsa *»refpe£kive kingdoms. Notwithftanding which, you may travel in- 
cipal fquare IS very large, andd not fee a hut, except you art in the neighbourhood of the great 
a caftle, where the governor cc- poffeffed by each Prince. 
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BOOK vra. 

RETURN FROM LIMA TO QUITO.; VOYAGE FROM CALLAO TO GUAYAQUIL, FOR PUTTING 
THAT CITY IN A POSTURE OF DEFENCE AGArNST THE ATTACK APPREHENDED FROM 
THE ENGLISH SQUADRON, UNDER COMMODORE ANSON. , SECOND VOYAGE TO LIMA, 
AND FROM THENCE TO THE ISLAND OF JUAN FERNANDES, AND THE COAST OF 
CHILI: WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THAT KINGDOM, AND THE ADJACENT SEA, AND- 
RETURN TO THE PORT- OF CALLAO. 

*■ 

CHAP. I. — Voyage from Callao to Paita, with nautical Remarks. 

HPHE time of our flay at Lima and Callao was taken up in the diligent execution of 
-*• feveral commiffions with which the viceroy had been pleafcd to honour us, for 
putting the coafts anu other parts of that kingdom in the beft pofture of defence ; that 
in caife an Englifh fquadron Ihould make an attack *, fo a vigorous refiftance might 
difcourage any farther attempt of that nature. Having made the neceffary difpofitions 
to the viceroy's fatisfa&ion, and four men of war which had been fent at the beginning 
of the fummer to cruize off the coaft of Chili, in order to attack the Engliih fquadron 
at their firft appearance, being returned without the leaft information of any foreign 
fhips having been feen in thofe feas ; and the feafon of the year now inclining to winter, 
when every one was of opinion, that it was utterly impra&icable for Mr. Anfon and 
his fhips to get round Cape Horn that year, if (as indeed we concluded) he had not 
already performed if ; we defired leave, as our longer ftay could be of no fervice, to 
return to Quito, in order to profecute the original defign of our voyage. This leave we, 
with fome difficulty, obtained ; by reafon of the great want of officers in Peru, and 
the certain advice the viceroy received, that the Spanifh fquadron, under the command 
of Don Jofeph Pizarro, had not been able to get round Cape Horn. But at length, 
convinced that our ftay would greatly retard the execution of His Majefty's particular 
commands, and confident that on any fudden exigency he^would find the fame alacrity 
in us to obey his orders, he was pleafed to grant our requeft, and difmiffed us in the 
mod polite manner. 

There happened at this time to be one of the largeft merchant fhips trading in the. 
South Seas, at Callao, juft ready to fail for Guayaquil, called the Chaldas. On board 
this fhip we embarked on the 8th of Auguft 1741, and on the 15th of the fame month 
anchored at Paita: continued our voyage from thence on the 18th, uid on the 21ft 
entered the harbour of Puna. We immediately fet out for Guayaquil, and from 
thence Continued our journey for Quito, which we reached on the 5th of September. 

The courfe generally fleered from Calloa to Paita, is firft weft-north-weft till the fhips 
are paft the Feralones t of the ifiand of Guara. From thence north-weft apd nordi- 
weft one quarter northerly, to a latitude a little beyond the outdrmoft ifiand of Lobos, 
or Wolves. Afterwards they fteer north and north-eaft, till they make the continent 
within them, and which is continued in fight till they arrive at the port ci Paita ; being 
very careful to keep at a proper diftance from Ogujia, which is very low, and pro- 
je&ing a great diftance into the fea. Accordingly cautious navigators, after paffing 
the iflands«of Lobos,’ fteer a north courfe till they get fight of that of Nonura. 

* At this time Spain apd England were at war. 

f The Feralones are tyro old walls on the ifland of Guara, *and ferve as light-houfes. 
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The land of this whole coaft is low ; but there are two figns which evidently itidi- 
eate its being near. Firft the fea-wolves, which are feen near thefe iflands, and at 
three or four leagues diftant from them. The'fecond is the great flocks of birds all 
along this coaft, flying two or three leagues from the fhore, in queft of food. And 
though fogs are very frequent here, and fo thick as to hide the land, yet its diftance 
may be nearly known from thefe figns in the day-time ; but at night more circumfpec- 
tion is neceffary on accotint of the extreme lownefs of the fhore! And though the 
, iflands of Lobos are fomething higher than the* coaft, too much caution cannot be ufed 
in approaching them. 

It is common in this voyage if the fhip is intended to touch at Paita, and has not had 
fight of the iflands of Lobos in the day-time, when in their latitude, to lie-to all night. 
But if they do not propofe to flop at Paita, proper attention mult be given to the 
courfe, and the voyage continued. If the fhip be bound to Paita, there is a neceflity 
for making thefe iflands, or the continent near them to the north, in order to avoid 
being carried beyond the port by the currents ; as in fuch a cafe a great deal of time 
would be loft in getting back, both the wind and currents being contrary. 

From Paita, the coaft is always kept in fight ; but a careful look-out is neceffary in 
order to difcover the Negrilos, rocky fhoals, projedting four or five leagues diftant 
from the fhore, and lying betwixt Paita and Cape Blanco, one of the points of 
Guayaquil bay. The winds during this whole pafiage are ufually fouth, but in the 
fummer, that is, from November to May, fometimes veer as far as fouth-eaft. Near the 
coaft is a periodical morning breeze, or faint cafterly wind, which fhifts round to the 
fouth-eaft or fouth-fouth-eaft, and in this feafon, at any diftance from the coaft, the 
fouth winds are alfo faint ; nor are the calms uncommon, though they are of fhort 
continuance ; but the brifas never reach fo far : and this renders the voyage from 
Paita to Callao fo very long jn all feafons. For if a fhip ftretches out* to a great 
diftance from the coaft, the winds, even within ten or twelve leagues, fhift from fouth 
to fouth-weft, but if fhe keeps along the fhore and endeavours to perform her voyage 
by tacking, fhe lofes on one what fhe gained on another. Befides, during'* the winter 
the currents fet ftrongly towards the north or north-weft, and confequently render the 
voyage flill more tedious, in fummer there is here generally no current, or if any do 
fet to the northward, it is fcarcely perceived ; the direction of the current in that feafon 
being generally weft. This proceeds from the brifas blowing from the north of the 
•equator, though they are unable to change the fet of the current to the fouth as would 
be the natural confequence, were it not for the refiftance it meets with from the waters 
agitated by the fouth winds to the fouthward of the equinodial ; but by meeting each 
other they run towards the weft. There are, however, 'fome fhort intervals during 
the fummer, when the currents fuddenly change their dire&ion, and run to the fouth- 
ward, but at no great diftance from the fhore ; and in the fame in ftantaneous :< manner 
fhift about to an oppofite point j and this is the reafon why mod fhips coming from 
Paita to Callao in this^feafon keep near the fhore, and work up to windward, hoping, 
by the favourable change of the currents, to acquire that afliftance which the winds 
deny. 

At all times this voyage is of a moil difagreeable and fatiguing length ; for though 
the diftance, according to the latitude of thefe ports, be only one hundred and forty 
leagues, a fhip is very fortunate to perform it in' forty or fifty days ; and if even after 
fpending that time in continual labour, fhe be not obliged to return again to Paita : 
fuch accidents being very c9mmon ; and it is nothing extraord inar y to meet with two 
or three misfortunes of the fame kind fucceflively, efpecially if the fhips make a great 
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deal of lee-way, when it is often a twelvemonth’s talk. They relate here a ftory to 
this purpofe, that the mailer of a merchant ihip, who had been lately married at Paita, 
took his wife on board with him, in drder to carry her to Callao. In the veflel ihe 
was delivered of a fon, and before the ihip reached Callao, the boy could read dif- 
tinttly. For after turning to ^windward, two or three months, provifions growing 
ihort, the mailer put into fome port, where feveral months were fpent in procuring a 
freih fupply ; and ' after another courfe of tacking, the fame ill-fortune ilill purfued 
him ; and thus* four or five years were fpent in tacking and victualling, to the ruin of 
the owner, before the ihip reached Callao. This misfortune was in a great meai'ure 
owing to the ill-conitruCtton of the ihip ; and every other circumilance tending to ob- 
ilruCt her pafl’age, the tranfaclion has nothing very wonderful in it. 

According to obfervations made by Don George Juan at Paita, in the year 1 737, its 
latitude is 5’ 5' fouth. It is a frnall place, having only one ilreet, and about one 
hundred and fcventy two houfes ; and thefe only of quinchas and canes covered with 
leaves; the only houfc built of ilone being that of the governor. It has a pariih 
church and a chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Mercy, and ferved by a religious of 
that order. A little to the fouthward of the town is a mountain, called from its figure 
Silla de Paita, or the faddle of Paita. The foil round Paita is wholly of fand, and 
extremely barren ; for befides the tfctal want of rain, it has not a fingle river for the 
conveyance of water ; fo that it is entirely dellitute of that neceflary fluid, unlefs what 
is daily brought with great fatigue from Colan, a town on the fame bay, four leagues 
north of Paita, and near which runs the river Chera, the fame ftream which waters 
Amotape. The Indians of the town of Colan are under an obligation of daily fending 
to Paita, one or two baizes loaded with water, which is diltributed among the inha- 
bitants by Hated proportions. From the fame town Paita has alfo the greateft part of 
its provifions. The nature of the foil, and the fituation of the place, render it ex- 
tremely hot. Its inhabitants, who are about thirty- five or forty families, and*confift of 
Spaniards, Mulattoes, and Meilizos, live chiefly by pafiengers going or returning 
from Panama to Lima. So that the town owes its whole fupport to the harbour, 
which, as I have before obferved, is the place where the cargoes of goods fent from 
Panama are landed, together with thofe coming from Callao to the jurifdidtiens of 
Piura and Loja. 

In the bay of Paita, and that of Sechura, which lies a little farther to the fouthern, 
i'uch large quantities of tollo are taken as to anfwer the demands of the provinces of 
the mountains, and part of thofe of Quito and Lima. The feafon for this filhery 
begins in October, when great numbers of barks go from Callao, returning when 
thg feafon is.over. Fifhing is alfo the conflant employment of the Ir iians of Colan, 
Sechura, and the frnall hamlets near the coaft ; thefe feas abounding in feveral kinds 
of fifh^uefides the tollo, all palatable, and fome delicious. 

-f 

*»• 

CHAP. II. — Account of the Tranf attions at Quito : unhappy Octafion of our fudden Re- 
turn to Guayaquil. 

ON our arrival at Quito, we made it our firft bufinefs to join the French company, 
who were pleafed to exprefs a great deal of joy at our return. Mr. Godin, during 
our abfense, had finilhed the aflronomical obfervations to the northward, and though 
Meffrs. Bouguer and De la Condamine' had alfo gone through them, yet they Ilill 
purpofed to repeat them ; for thefe able academicians," who had always ihewn an 
* ! indefatigable 
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Indefatigable zeal for the perfe&ion of the work, were particularly attentive in <fb- 
ferving the greateft obliquity of the ecliptic j at which obfervations we alfo ajifted ; 
but feveral accidents hindered them from being darned on without interruption. They 
therefore thought it molt agreeable to their character, and the commiffion with which 
thev had been honoured, to fpend fome time in afcertaining this important point, than 
to leave the country before their obfervations were completed. Notwithftanding their 
flay was attended with fo much inconvenience and fatigue, they c'ould not think of 
leaving, undetermined, a difficulty occafioned by a certain motion which they obferved 
in the ftars. In order to afeertain with the greateft accuracy 'the quantity of the arch, 
they divided themfelves into two companies, Bouguer being at the head of one, and 
M. de la Condamine, accompanied by M. Berguin, at that of the other ; the latter, 
while the geometrical menfuration was carrying on, applied hitnfelf with indefatigable 
labour, and admirable fkill, in drawing maps of the country, in order to ereCt the 
fignals in the moft advantageous places. He alfo aflifted both companies in their 
menfurations of the two bafes, which ferved to prove the accuracy of the operations. 
And, laftly, he was prefent at making the aftronomical obfervations. But before the 
repetition was undertaken, M. de la Condamine employed himlelf in ere&ing two 
obelifks at the extremities of the bafe of Yaruqui, as monuments of this trania£Hon : 
this fpot having been the foundation of the whole ‘work. Various were the fentiments 
with regard to the infeription , proper to be engraved on them ; and indeed the diffi- 
culties attending this particular, feemingly of no great importance, wei;e fuch, as 
could not be removed till the affair was entirely dropt, on account of other thirds of 
real concern, and which would admit of no delay. It was however unanimoufly con- 
cluded, that the whole affair fhould be referred to His Majefty’s pleafure afljr our 
arrival in Spain. Accordingly in the year 1746, the Marquis de la Enfenada, equally 
diftinguifhed as a ftatefman, atyd a patron of real knowledge, being at" that' time 
fecretary of ftate for the Indies, fent over, in His Majefty’s name, the following in- 
feription : 


Puilippo V. 

Hifpaniarum, & Indiarum Rege Catholico, 

Ludovici XV. 

Regis Chriftianiflimi Poftulatis, Regise Scientiarum 
Academise Parifienfis 
Votis Annuente, ac Favente, 

Ludov. Godin, Petrus Bouguer, 

Car. Maria of. la Condamine, 1 ' 

Ejufdem Academies Socii, 

Ipfius Chriftianiffimi Regis Juffu, & Munificentia, 

Ad Metiendos in iEquino&iali Plaga 
,i»Terreftres Gradus, 

Qfio vera Terras Figura Certius Innotefceret, 

In Peruviam Miffi j 
Simulque 

Georgius Juan, S. Johannis Hierofolymitani Ord. 

Eques, & 

Antonius de Ulloa, 

Uterque Navium Bellicarum Vice-prasfefti, et Mathematids Difdplinis ErucHti, 

Catholici 
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Catholic! Regis Nutu Audloritate Impenfe, ad ejufdem menfionis Negotium eodem 
ftllegati Communi Lahore^ Induftria, Confenfu in hac Yaruquenfi 
Planitie diftantiam’Horizontalem 6272 444. Paris. 

Hexapedarum, 

In Linea a Bbrea Occidentem verfus grad. 1 9 min. 

25! intra hujus & alterius 
Obelifci Axes Excurrentem, 

Quaeque ad Bafim primi TrianguB Latus Eliciendam & Fundamenti Tori Operi 
/ . jaciendum inferviret, ftatuere. 

Anno Christi MDCCXXXXVI. Menfe Novembrl 
Cujus Rei Memoriam duabus hinc inde Obelifcorum molibus extructis Alternum 

confecrari placuit. 

“ In the reign of His Catholic Majefty, Philip V. King of Spain and the Indies ; 
agreeable to the rcqueft of His Moll Chriftian Majefty Lewis XV. King of France, and 
in condefcenfion to the defire of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, Lewis 
Godin, Peter Bonguer, Charles Marie de la Condamine, members of that academy, 
were, by the command and munificence of the Moft Chriftian King, fent into Peru, to 
meafure the terreftrial degrees under the equinodtial, in order to obtain a more accurate 
knowledge of the true figure of the earth. At the fame time, by the command, and 
at the expence of His Catholic Majefty, were fent, George Juan, knight of the order 
of at. John of Jerufalem, and Antonio de Ulloa, both lieutenants in the royal navy, 
and well acquainted with all the branches of the mathematics : during the whole pro- 
ccfs qf this menfuration they all equally fhared in the fatigues, hardfhips, and opera- 
tions; and with an unanimous confent determined in this plain of Yaruqui a horizontal 
diftance of 6272 4.44 Paris toifes in a line whofe •diredtion was north 19 0 25' 30" 
weflerly, and intercepted between the axes of this and the other obelifk, *as the bafe 
or fide, of the firft triangle, and a foundation for the whole work. In the month of 
November 1736. In the memory of which tranfaftion an obelilh has been eredted at 
each extremity of the faid bafe.” .7 , 

We had now been three months at Quito, waiting till Mr. Hugot, inftrument- 
maker to the company, had fmiftted fome mdifpt^ifable works in which he was then 
employed, that he might accompany us to the place where M. Godin, after fmilhing 
the obfervationl; had left the inftrifment, which required fome repairs in order for 
our making ule of it in finifhing our part of the work. But on the 5th of December 
1741, when we were animated with the hopes of concluding our talk in two or three 
days, the melancholy news arrived at Quito, that I’aita had been pillaged and burnt 
by a fqyadron of men of war, commanded by Commodore Anfon ; and was too foon 
confirmed in all its circumftances, by letters from the corregidor and other officers 
of Piura, giving an account that on the 24th of November- at two in the morning, 
the Centurion man of war^eing the Commodore^ Ihip, had entered thit harbour, 
and fent her long-boat alhore with forty armed men, under the advantage of the night, 
whereby the inhabitants and ftrangers who happened to be in i.e place, were 
at#§ked front their deep by the Ihocking furprife of an invafion, the firft notice of 
which were given by the cries of a negro ; fo that filled with confufion and terror, like 
perfons unable to recoiled! themfelves, moft of them had leaped from their beds, and 
fled najcecf from their houfes, without knowing whether their enemies were in poflef- 
fion or the torim ; ok whether, by a vigorous refiftance they might not be repelled ; 
vol. xiv. 40 the 
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the mind, on fo great and fudden a perturbation, being but little capable of fuch ife- 
fle&ions. , ' * #. 

Not fo Don Nicholas de Salaza, the accomptant of Piura, who happened to be then 
at Paita, on fome affairs of his office. This gentleman, attended only by a negro Have, 
with an equal prefence of mind and refolution, threw himfelf into the little fort, built 
for the defence of that fmall town, and fired two or three Ihot towards the place where 
he heard the noife of the oars. Upon this the long-boat Hopped; but the fort was 
obliged to give over firing for want of hands to a'flift an officer who had fhewn fo gene- 
rous an example of refolution. The Englifh, concluding verj^ naturally, that the fort 
was alfo abandoned, landed about half a league north of the town, to which they imme- 
diately marched, and finding it forfaken, entered the fort, where, for fear of any lurprife, 
they kept themfelves all night. But the inhabitants thought of nothing but faring their 
lives, and accordingly fled to a mountain, betwixt the Si 1 fa and the town, where they 
concealed themfelves, except a few flaves, who, finding. that the enemy were all retired 
into the fort, took the advantage of the night, and boldly returned into the town, bring- 
ing off fuch arms and effects of their mailers as the night would permit, hiding in the 
fand what they found too heavy to carry up to the top of the mountain. 

There was unfortunately then at Paita great quantities of meal, fruits, and, b^ndy, 
configned to the provinces of the mountains, by the way of Piura ; befides other goods 
deposited in the warehoufes to be fent to Panama. There was alfo no fmall quantity of 
gold and filver. As loon as daylight returned, the Engliffi left their retreat*- and feeing 
every place forlaken, they began to enter the houfes, which are fo many magazines for 
goods. It was not long before they met with a quantity of brandy and wine, of which, 
like men whofe appetites are not to be governed at the fight of plenty after long diftrefs, 
they made a very licentious ufe, and became fo greatly inebriated, that the y mulattoes 
and negro Haves, feeing their condition, abandoned their fears, and became lb familiar 
with the Ehgliih failors, as to drink with them, whilff. others carried off hampers filled 
with the goods of their mailers, together with confiderable quantities of gold, which 
they buried in the fand. The long-boat, however, returned on board the ihip, but her 
chief f^oils confillcd of provifions ; qpd the men employed in that fervice regaled them- 
felves with a degree of intemperance equal to thofe who guarded the fort. 

The inhabitants of Paita, who Hill timoroufly continued on the mountain, though in 
want of every thing, difpatched an exprefs to Don Juan de Vinatea y Torres, the corre- 
gidor of Piura, and a native of the Canaries, whoj agreeably to his knSwn character of 
prudence and intrepidity, immediately affembled all the militia of that city and its de- 
pendencies, and haltened by forced marches through a troublefoine fandy road of f®nr- 
teen leagues to Paita. The Engliffi had been three days mailers of Paita, when difeo- 
vering thefe fuccours, and being informed by the negroes and mulattoes- that thg militia 
of Piura, headed by a famous genera), were coming to diflodge them from the towfi $ 
enraged at this, but wanting courage to defend what they had gained, or rather fu$- 
prifed, carried off whatever they £($uld, and took their leavfigpf the place by ungeneroully 
letting fire to the houfes ; an action which could reflect but little honour on the arms 
of their nation : but was rather a malicious tranfadlion, tp revenge on the poor inhabit- 
ants the coming of the militia, whom they did not dare to face. Nobody indit'd 
imagined at that time that this proceeding was in confequence of any orders iffued by 
the commander, and it was afterwards known that he was under great concern for fuch 
unjuffifiable behaviour. • 

The corregidor of Piura, ac he had been very aftive in the defence of Paita, fo%e loft 
no time in fending advice of the defcent to the corregidor of Guayaquil, that he might 

put 
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put that city in a pofture of defence ; it being natural to fuppofe, that the Englifh would 
alfo make dh attempt there, as it had^always been attacked by every enemy who before 
infefted thofe feas. Accordingly the inhabitants of Guayaquil were foon in arms, and 
the heft mcafures taken with the utmoft expedition. But the force of the enemy being 
uncertain, no other Ihip having been feen at Paita than that which entered the port, the 
corregidor and magiftrates applied for affiftance to the prefident and audience of Quito ; 
who, among other meafures for fecuring Guayaquil from the rage of the Englifh, 
required us in His Majejlv’s name, to repair immediately to that city, and take upon us 
the command of tile. troops, all the juri (diet ions having received orders to lend their 
contingencies; and to direCt the works to be mi fed, and the trenches i^ceffary to be 
thrown up in the places moft advantageous and mo ft expofed. 

As affairs of this nature admit of no delay, we immediately prepared for the journey, 
and leaving Quito the 1 6th of December, arrived at Guayaquil on the night of the 24th. 
But the pallage of the mountains was inconceivably fatiguing ; the natural difficulty and 
badnefs of the roads, it being the beginning of winter, having been greatly increafed 
by the violent rains. 

Having gone through all the necefiary operations, and taken the moft proper mea- 
fures to defeat the attempts of arg enemy, and fuch as we had the pleafure of feeing 
approved by the council of war held in that city, our longer ftay only hindered the 
conclufion of our grand defign, and was of no further ufo here, efpecially as it was then 
certainly known that the enemy’s fquadron had failed for Manta, the coafts of which, 
though in the jurifdiCtion of Guayaquil, are nearly twenty-eight leagues north of that 
ciiy, and confequcntly to leeward of it. It was alfo known that the fleet intended to 
proceed from Manto to Acapulco. Impatient at the lofs of time, we applied to the fame 
council of war, who were pleafed to grant leave for one of us to return to Quito, in 
order to complete the obfervations flail remaining, that on any fubfequent exigency we 
migh- be the more difengaged ; but at the fame time thought it necefiary that one of us 
UmaH • mtinue on the fpot to a cl on any fudden emergency. The matter was foon 
agreed on between Don George Juan and myfclf, namely, that he fhould remain as 
commandant of Guayaquil, while I returned to .continue the obfervations at Quito. 
But before 1 proceed, it will not be amifs to give an account of the tranfadions’of the 
enemy’s lquadron in thofe feas, according to the depofitions of fume prifoners whom 
they let alhore at Manta. 

This fquadrdi, at its entrance into the South Sea, befides being difperfed, was in a 
very Shattered condition ; but arrived fucceffively at the ifland of Juan Fernandes, to the 
number of four Ihips, from fifty to fixty guns, the Centurion and the Glouceftcr, a fri- 
gate .between thirty-fix and forty guns, and a victualler. Thefe Hups came to an 
anchor clofe to the fhore, their crews being very much diminilhed, and thofe which 
renamed <very fickly. Tents were pitched, a kind of village built with an hofpitai for 
tRe recovery of their men. They arrived at this ifland in tne month of June, and tht 
commander was fo quick inghis profecution of hoftilities, that as foon as a number of 
failors fufficient to man the mgate were recovered, fhe was fent out on a cruize; and 
thip being in the common tragk of Ihips bound from Callao to the coal of Chili, they 
hit 1 the good fortune to take two or three, all of them richly laden, particularly the 
Aranzaza, one of the largeft employed in thofe feas. Great numbers of men died on 
the ifland of Juan Fernandes, but on the recovery of the remainder, and the Ihips being 
careened, ‘they funk* the victualler, and fome time after the frigate, putting the guns 
and pifmfions on board the Aranzaza. After this the whole fquadron put to fea upon 
frelh enterprifes, add about eight or nine veflfels fell into their hands ; and between 

40,1 ■ Paita 
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Paita and the ifland of Lobos, they took a coaft fhip of great value. The Talking of 
Paita was the laft aft of hoftility they committed in thefe parts ; for the Englilh^com- 
modore having procured intelligence of the Ihort time requifite to alarm Guayaquil, and 
finding that there had been abundantly more than fufficient, prudently abandoned a de- 
fign, againft which he judged infuperable precautions had been taken ; and indeed had 
he made an attempt, in all probability thofe fpirits would have been deprefled, which 
were fo greatly elevated at their fuccefs in Paita. > 

After leaving Paita they fteered for the coaft of Manta, where they put the prifaners 
they had taken in the merchant fliips on board a long-boat, unmake the beft of th&ir 
way to the land ; the fliip, keeping ten or twelve leagues from the fhore ; but many of 
the failors, negroes, and mulattoes, who had nothing to lofe, voluntarily entered with 
them. They now determined to fail for the Philippines, in order to intercept the gal- 
leon in her return to thofe iflands, and which was to fail from Acapulco fome time in 
January. This was doubtlefs the moft advantageous fcheme that could be formed in 
their circumftances. But in this they were difappointed by the viceroy of Mexico; 
who, from the intelligence fent by the viceroy of Peru to all the ports on the coaft of 
the South Sea, as well as by exprefles difpatchcd from Guayaquil and Atacames to Pa- 
nama, deferred fending the fhip that year ; which the enemy being apprifed of, they 
burnt the Aranzaza, as they had before the other prizes, and continued their voyage 
towards the Philippines, where by a long perfeverance in a moft tedious cruize they 
accomplifhed their defign. For the Acapulco fhip returning when all the danger was 
imagined to be over, fell in with the Centurion, and after a fhort, though fmart engage- 
ment, was taken. 

But, to re-affurne the thread of the narrative, to which I hope this has been no dil- 
agreeable interruption. On the fifth of January 1742, 1 fet out from Guayaquil for 
Quito, being the very worft time, of the year for performing that journey ; and, as 
fuch, I experienced it by feveral misfortunes. In one of the rivers we were obliged to 
ford, the two mules which firlt entered were fwept away by the current, and that which 
carried my portmanteau was loft ; and the other, on which an Indian rode and led the 
former, fwam with great difficulty to the ffiore, and the Indian faved himfelf by hold- 
ing fall' by the creature’s tail ; in which manner they were carried near a quarter of a 
league below the ford. If the travelling up the mountains was not attended with fuch 
imminent danger, it was extremely troublefome, a fpace of about half ,a league having 
taken me up from feven in the morning till feven in the afternoon, the%iules, though 
light, falling at every ftep, nor was it an eafy matter to make them rife ; and foon l ifter 
* the creatures became fo fatigued, they even funk under their own weight. At length 

1 reached Quito on the nineteenth of the fame month ; but had hardly alighted from 
the mules with the hopes of refting myfelf after thefe dangers and fatigues, when the 
prefident informed me, that three days before he had fent away an exprels, with letters 
i«om the viceroy,- direfting us to haften to Lima with all poffible expedition ; ana 
charging him in particular to provide immediately every thjn neceflary that our journey 
might not be a moment delayed. It was therefore no time to think of reft ; and, ac- 
cordingly, after making fuch provifions as were abfolutely neceflary, I fet out on jjhe 

2 ad of the fame month, and a third time crofled that difficult mountain in my waylo 
Guayaquil, where, having joined Don George Juan, who was included in the orders,’ 
we travelled night and day, with a difpatch anfwerable to the governor’s impatience, 
all the towns on the road having received orders to keep beafts in readinefs*, that we 
might not be detained a moment; and accordingly we reached Lima the 26th dr Feb- 
ruary. In die, meantime, the viceroy had ordered a fquadron of four men of war 

to 
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to fait' from Callao to Panama, for the defence of that place, which touched at Paita, 
in order to*gain intelligence of the enemy’s fhips, having orders to attack them if pof- 
fible; but, as we have already obferved, they were failed to the coaft of Acapulco. 
On our arrival, the viceroy was pleafed to exprefs great fatisfa&ion at our difpatch, and 
to honour us with feveral commiflions fuitable to the exigence of affairs ; giving us the 
command of two frigates which he had ordered to be fitted out for the fecurity of the 
coaft of Chili, and the ifland of Juan. Fernandes, againft any reinforcement coming to 
the enemy. For though Commodore Anfou.had made no fecret of his intentions to 
tlie prifoners, and they , had eagerly publifhed them, no dependance could be had on 
informations given out by the enemy himfelf, and which were the more fufpicious as he 
told them openly. Befides, it was well known, that this fquadron originally confifted 
of more fhips ; and we were apprehenfive, that though the remainder had failed of 
reaching thcfe feas, yet by perfeverance, and a fecond effort, they might fucceed. 

Commodore Don Jofeph Pizarro had alfo been difappointed in getting into thefe feas 
this year, though he had attempted it in a fingle fhip called the Afia ; but was obliged 
to put badk to Buenos Ayres with the lofs of one of his mafts, and another was carried 
away juft at the mouth of the Rio de la Plata. Thefe difappointments rendered it the 
more rieceflary for the viceroy to provide for the defence of the coaft of Chili, as all 
fhips tnuft pafs near it in their courfe to Peru. 


CHAP. III. — Voyage to the {/land of Juan Fernandes ; with an Account of the Seas and ■ 

Winds in that Pajfagc. 

' i 

AMONG other precautions taken by the vigilant viceroy of Lima for tire defence 
of the South Sea, he fitted out, as we have juft mentioned, two frigates forjeruizing on 
the coaft of Chili ; and gave the command of one, called Nueftra Senora de Belen, to 
Don C'orgc Juan, and appointed me for the other, called the Rofa : they had been both 
merchant fhips employed in thefe feas, all the King’s fhips being fent in the Panama 
fquadron. They were between fix and feven hundred tons : each carried thirty guns on 
one deck, and three hundred and fifty men, all picked and expert failors. The fhips 
were alfo prime failors : fo that our force was, in all relpects, fufficient for the fervice 
on which it wap employed ; and, with the afliftance of Providence, would doubtlefs 
have anfwered "the viceroy’s expectations. 

On the fourth of December 1742 we got under fail, intending to fleer firft to the 
ifllnd of Juan Fernandes.. Our courfe was from foiith-weft one quarter wefterly, to 
fouth one quarter wefterly, according as the winds permitted, which were continually 
between the eaft-fouth-ealt and fouth-fouth-eaft, bur not always of the fame ftrength ; 
fometimes fhort calms intervened, and, at others, hidden fqualls, but did us no 
great, damage. This courfe was continued till the 27th of the fame month, when, bl- 
ing in the latitude of 30°, ijtnd a little more than 15 0 weft of Callao harbour, and the 
wind at north-weft, we altered our courfe, fteering eaft-fouth-eaft, and eaft, till we 
n»de the ifland without that -of Juan Fernandes. This happened on the 7th of January 
17I3, at three in the evening ; the fouth point of the ifland bearing north-eaft, one 
quarter eafterly, and the north-weft point north-eaft. We now continued fteering eaft, 
one quarter northerly, and the next day, at eleven in the morning, we had fight of the 
other^ifland, called De Tierra, bearing eaft-north-eaft. And in the following night, 
having weathered the -north point, we the next day came' to an anchor in the bay. 

During 
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During our paffage from Callao to the tropic, we had light winds, often interrupted 
with ihort calms ; but after we had croffed the tropic, ‘they were more fcttlea, ftronger, 
and fqually, but not dangerous, being of Ihort continuance. But, as I haye already 
noticed in another part, they always blow from the fouth-eaft and never from the fouth- 
well, till you are fifteen or twenty degrees weft of the meridian of Callao. When wc 
concluded ourfelves in the proper latitude for Handing towards the iflqnds, and found 
the wind at north-weft, we fleered caft, in order to reach the meridian of Juan Fer- 
nandes. The wind then fliifted round from weft-north- weft .to u eft-foulh-wcft and 
fouth, and afterwards returned to its ufual rhumbs of fouth-eajl* fouth-fouth-eaft, and 
fouth-eaft, one quarter eafterly. On the 27th of December, the wind again teered to 
the north-weft, and continued fo the whole day ; the two fuccecding days at north- 
north-weft and north- weft, but on the 30th veered to the weft-1101 th- weft. On the 
31ft it fliifted to the fouth -fouth-weft, and on the ill of January veered round to the 
fouth, fouth-fouth-eaft, and fouth-eaft. Thole, therefore, who endeavour to gain fuch 
winds, Hand off from the coaft till they fall in with them ; and this fometimes happens 
at a greater diftance than at others ; 1 mean during the fumtner ; for in winter a differ- 
ent courfe is neceflary, as we (hall explain in the l'equel. 

The atmofphere of thefe feas is generally filled with thick vapours to a confidcrable 
height : fo that often for four or five days fucceflivcly, there is no poffibility of obferv- 
ing the latitude. Thefe fogs the failors call Sures Pardos, and are fond of them, as 
they are a furc fign that the wind will be frefh and conftant, and that they Hull not be 
troubled with calms. At this time it is very common to fee the horizon filled with a 
dark cloud, but of no dangerous confequence, except frdhening the wind a little more 
than ufual, and a Ihort fliower of rain ; the weather, in four or five minutes, becoming 
as fair as before. The fame thing prefages the turbonada, or Ihort hurricane ;< for the 
cloud is no fooncr formed on the horizon, than it begins, according to the failor’s 
phrafe, “ to open its eye,” i. e. the cloud breaks, and the part of the horizon where it 
was formed becomes clear. Thefe turbonadas are molt common after you aje palled 
the 17th or 18th of latitude. 

Near fhe tropic, that is, between the parallels of fourteen or fixteen and twent) -eight de- 
grees, calms greatly prevail during the month? of January, February, and even March ; and 
in fome years more than others; bui near the coaft they are not fo common, on account of 
the land breezes, which are always between the fouth-eaft and eaft-fouth-e^ft. Formerly, 
and even till within thefe tew years, the voyage to and from Callao to Chili, was rarely per- 
formed in lefs than a twelvemonth ; owing to a fear of Handing off to a great diftance from 
the coaft ; for by tacking along the fhore they made but little. way, and, confequently, 
laid the fhips under a neceflity of putting into the intermediate harbours for water and 
provifions ; but an European pilot making his firft voyage in the ufual manner, obferved 
that the courfe of the currents was from the weft and fouth-weft, whence he concluded 
that winds from thofe quarters might be found farther olT at fea. Accordingly, in his 
voyage, he ‘flood off to a great diftance, in order to fall in ,1|*ith thofe winds, and had 
the fatisfa&ion to find that he was not miftaken ; fo that he reached Chili in little more 
than thirty days. This being fo far Ihort of the ufual term, he was fufpeded of forcecv, 
and ever after called Brujo, a forcerer. From this report, and the evidence of the 
dates of his papers, perfons of all ranks were perfuaded that he failed by magic, and the 
Inquifition caufed him to be apprehended ; but, on examining his. journals, t they ap- 
plauded his fagacity, and were convinced, that if others did not perform the fariS&yoy- 
age with equal difpatch, it was owing to their timidity in not ftretching off to a proper 
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diftance from the coaft as he had done. * And thus he had the honour of leading the 
way in that expeditious courfe, which has ever fince been followed. 

In all this paffage you have an eafy fea, the fwell coming fometimes from the fouth- 
eaft, fouth or eaft being the points from whence the wind blows ; at others, from the 
fouth-weft and weft, particularly after you are ten or twelve debtees from the coaft. 
And "'it A; only near the ifland of Juan Fernandes that you meet with a hollow fea. The 
courfe of the wa\es is there fufficiently manifeft ; for, oh quitting the coaft of Callao 
to about fixty degrees farther to the fouth, their courfe is to the northwards : but from 
between the parallels *c fixteen and twenty degrees, their courfe is imperceptible ; 
while in higher latitudes they run with fome force fouth and fouth-weft, and with a 
greater velocity in winter than in fummer ; as I know from my own experience, hav- 
ing, in my fecond voyage to Chili, in the year 1 744, at the end of October, and be- 
ginning of November, taken the greateft care, that the diftances between the knots on 
the log line fhould be forty-feven Paris feet and a half, for mealuring the fhip’s way ; 
but every day found, that the obferved latitude exceeded the latitude by account ten or 
fifteen minutes. The fame obfervation was made by Don George Juan, in both his 
voyages ; as well as by the captain and officers of the French fhip, in which I return- 
ed : fo that the reality of the courfe of the fea is proved beyond exception ; and, in 
this manner, it continues to the 38th or 40th degree of iatitude. 

In the latitude of 34 0 30' and 4’ 10' tveft of Callao, you meet with a track of green 
water, expending north and fouth, and along which’ you fail above thirty leagues. 
Probably it runs to a great diftance in that fea, being found in every latitude to the coaft 
of Guatemala; but not always under the fame meridian, winding away north-weft. It 
is alfo met with in a higher latitude than that of Juan Fernandes ; and it has alfo been 
obferved by ffiips in their courfe to Chiloe, or Baldivia. 

In this paffiige, though part of it be at fuch a great diftance from the land, we meet 
with a kind of birds called Pardclas, which diftinguilh themfelves from all other fpecies, 
by venturing fo far from the land. They are fomething larger than a pigeon ; their 
bodies long ; their necks fhort ; their tails of a proper proportion, and their wings long 
and (lender. There are two forts of thole birds, and of different colours, one parda or 
brgwn’, from whence they derive their name ; the other black, and called Pardela Gal- 
linera, but in other circumftances they are -entirely the fame. A fmaller bird is alfo 
feen in thefe fcas, called Alma de Maeftre ; it is white fpotted with black, and has a 
long tail ; buf'Jt is not fo common as the Pardelas : they are moll frequent in flormy 
weather. Within ten leagues of the iflands of Juan Fernandes are feen fome balenatos, 
or fmall whales ; and at near the fame diftance, lea-wolves ; bpt the latter feldom go 
from the ffiore. 

Though this fea has not been improperly dignified with the appellation of Pacific, 
with regard iO the interval between the tropics; yet that particular cannot with any 
juftice be applied to it, if confidered in its whole extent , tempeftuous weather being 
equally common in the latitudes of twenty and twenty-three degrees in the South Sea, 
as in the oceans of Europe^ and in higher latitudes {forms are more frequent and vio- 
lent. I am inclined to think that the firft Spaniards gave it the name of the Pacific 
from their being greatly pleafed with its finoothnefs, and the gentlenefs of the 
winds in their firft voyages, concluding that it was fo in every part ; but the fury of 
the winter ftorms, and the roughnefs of the fea, which are equal to thofe in any other 
parts, abondantly d'emonftrate that they formed a judgment too haftily. 

Aldpg thefe coafts and the adjacent fea, the winter begins at the ‘fame time as at 
Lima j that is, in the month of June lafting till October arid November ; but its greateft 
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violence is pall in Auguft or September. Dming the whole winter feafon there is no 
cfepdftdance on being Tafe /rom # ftorms, which rue with a fudden rapidity ; and in all 
latitudes beyond fojty degrees, the winter fets in confiderably fooner, even at the 
beginning of April, and is alfo obferved to laft longer. 

The winter in all latitudes beyond twenty degrees is pfhered in by northerly winds. 
They are not indeed fi x ed like thofe of the fouth, though common to the feafon^ They 
always blow with great violent, but not always with th# fame degree, - being lets ftrong 
in the beginning than in the depth of winter, when their rage ftrikes the moft refolute 
with horror, and raifes fuch enormous waves, that the atmofphcrc is crouded with 
vapours , and thefe turn to a drizzling rain, which lafts as long as the ftorm continues. 
It often happens that thefe violent north winds, without the leaft fign of an approaching 
change, fhift round inftantly to the weft, which change is called the travefia, but conti- 
nue to blow with the fame force. Sometimes indeed this fudden change is indicated by the 
horizon clearing up a little in that quarter ; but in feven or eight minutes after the 
appearance of this fmall gleam of light, a fecond llorm comes on ; fothat when a fhip 
is labouring againft the violence of a ftorm from the north, the greateft care muft be 
taken, on the leaft appearance, to prepare for the travefia $ indeed its rapidity is often 
fuch as not to allow time fufficient for making the necefiary preparations, and the dan- 
ger is fufficiently evident if the fhip has her fails let, *or is lying-to. 

In the month of April 1743, in the latitude of forty degrees, I had the misfortune 
of experiencing the -fury of a ftorm at north, which lafted in its full violence from the 
29th of March till the 4th of April. Twice the wind fhifted to the travefia, and veer- 
ing round to the fouthward, returned in a few hours to the north. The firft time it 
fhifted to the weft, the fhip, by the vortices formed in the fea by this fudden oppofition 
to the courfc of its waves, was fo covered with water from head to ftern, that the 
officers who were on the watch concluded flie had foundered ; but fortunately we had 
our larboarft tacks on board, and *Dy a fmall motion of the helm, the fhip followed the 
change of the wind, and brought-to without receiving any damage ; whereas we fhould 
otherwife in all probability have been loft. Another circumftance in our favour was, 
that the wind was fome points to the weftward of the north. For though thefe winds 
are here called nortes, they are generally between the north and north-weft, and during 
their feafon, veering in fmall fqualls to the north, and in others to the north-weft. 
Sudden calms alfo often intervene ; but if thefe happen before the wind has palled the 
travefia, it returns in about half, or at leaft an hour with redoubled fury. Thefe dan- 
gerous variations are however indicated by the thicknefs of the atmofphere, and the 
denfe clouds in the horizon. The duration of thefe ftorms is far from being fixeef or 
regular, though I well know fome pilots here will have it, rhat the north wind blows 
twenty-four hours, and then paffes to the travefia ; that it continues there with equal 
violence three or four hours, accompanied with fliowers, which abate its firft violence ; 
and that it then veers round till it comes to the fouth- weft, when fair weather fucceeds. 
I own indeed that I have in fcveral voyages found this to be true ; but at other times I 
experienced, that the fucceffive changes of the wind are very different. The ftorm at 
north I before mentioned, began March the 29th, at one in the afternoon, and lafted 
till the 31ft at ten at night, which made fifty-feven houYs; then the wind fhifted to 
the travefia, where it continued till the ift of April without any abatement, that is, 
during the fpace of twenty-two hours. From the weft, the wind veered round to the 
weft.fouth-weft and fouth- weft, ftill blowing with its former violence. Henoe^a fhort 
calm fucceeded j after which, it a fecond time fhifted to the north, where it coiMteued 
blowing with its former fury ’fifteen or twenty hours ; then came on a fecond travefia ; 
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and loon after its violence abated, and the nexj night Drifted from fouth-weft to foutlf- 
eaft. Thus the whole continuance of the ftorm was four natural days and nine hours ; 
and I have fince met with others of the fame violence and duration, as I lhall mention 
in their proper place. What I would infer from my own experience, confirmed by 
the infer m|tion of feveral pilots, is, that the duration of thefe ftorms is proportional 
to the latitude ; being between twenty and thirty degrees, neither fo violent nor lading 
as between thirty and thirty-fix ; and ftill encreafing in proportion as the latitude is 
greater. * 

.Thefe winds have bice wife no regular or fettled period, the interval betwixt them 
being fometimes not above eight days ; at others much longer ; nor do they always 
blow with the fame violen.ee ; but are moft uncertain in the winter, riling fuddenly 
when leaft expected, though not blowing always with the fame force. 

In this fea a change of the wind from north to north-eaft, is a fure fign of ftormy 
weather ; for the wind is never fixed in the north-eafl, nor does it ever change from 
thence to the eaft, its conftant variation being to the weft or fouth-weft, contrary to 
what is. feen in the northern hemifphere. Indeed in both the change of the wind ufually 
correfponds with the courfe of the fun ; and hence it is, that as in one hemifphere it 
changes from the eaft to fouth, and thence to the weft, conformably to the courfe of 
the luminary, fo in the other it changes for the fame reafop, from the eaft to north, 
and afterwards to weft. 

It is an old’obfervation among the pilots of this fea, that a day or two before the north 
wind begins to blow, there is always feen along the Ihores, and about the flrips, a fort 
of fea fowl called Quebrantahuefias, i. e. offifrage, or break-bones. Thefe birds feldom 
appear at other times. I am little inclined to believe, much lefs to propagate any vul- 
gar report ‘. but here I muft declare, that after repeated obfervations, in order to 
difccver the truth or falfity of this aflertion, I always Taw them before every .ftorm I 
met with here ; and fometimes even a day before, when there was not the leaft appear- 
ance of th«- "rind’s coming about to the north, and as the winds increafcd, great num- 
bers of them gathered about the flrip, fometimes flying round her, at others fettling on 
the waves, but always kept near the flrip, till fair weather returned. It is ftill more 
Angular, that they are never feen either on the .fea or land, except in ftormy weather ; 
nor is it known where they hide themfelves when is it fair, that they Ihould fo immedi- 
ately cover, as it Were, the fea, when their natural inftincf informs them of the approach 
of a north wind. 

This bird exceeds the fize of a large duck, has a fhort thick arched neck, with a large 
head and a thick but lhort bill, a fmall tail, a rifing back, large wings and fmall legs. 
They are by their plumage divided into two different kinds, one being white, fpotted 
with dark brown, and the upper part of its wings entirely of the latter colour : the 
breaft of the other, together with the infide of the wings, the whole head, and the lower 
part of the neck, is white j but the back, the upper parts of the wings and neck, of a 
very dark brown, and are hence called Lamo prieto (Black-backs). The laft kind are 
by the pilots accounted the moft certain fign, the others being often feer without any 
alteration of weather immediately fucceeding. I well knew a pilot here, who was a 
native of Callao, a man of indefatigable curiofity and exaftnefs, never omitting to infert 
in his journals the moft minute circumftances. His name was Bernardo de Mendofa, 
and with fyjna thefe fowls were confidered as fo fure a fign, that when he was in any of 
thefe paijjjfr and his flrip ready to put to fea,’ it was his conftant cuftom to take a walk on 
the fhore; to fee whether' he could perceive any of them in the offing; and if he did, he 
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continued in the harbour till t;he tempeft was over ; and he allured me that his conform- 
ing to this obfervation had been of the greateft advantage to him ; relating, in confirm- 
ation of his opinion, that being once at Baldivia, the governor, fo far from regarding his 
apprehenfions from fuch prefages, turned them into ridicule, and infilled on his putting 
to fea, but was foon convinced that thefe omens were not chimeras ; for the veffel was 
hardly out of the harbour,*’ when a florin at north came on with fuch violence, that it 
was with the utmoft difficulty fhe was faved from being wrecked in that bay ; and this 
would infallibly at laft have been the confequence, had the,ftorm continued fome time 
longer ; for, even when the wind abated, they found it hardly pbffible to carry her into 
the harbour to repair the damages fhe had received. 

Other obfervations relating to thefe northerly winds are, that they always blow when 
the Sures are in their ftrength, in the higher latitudes, and alfo between the parallel of * 
20 0 and that of Panama, it being then winter in thofe climates ; and are alfo found in 
latitudes beyond 20°, but never nearer to the equino&ial. Another obfervation is, that 
during the time of the brifas, between Panama and the equinodlial, thefe winds are never 
felt in any part of the Pacific Sea, the fouth winds alone prevailing there. Laftjy, it is 
obferved, that within thirty or forty leagues of the coaft of Chili, while one part is agi- 
tated with ftorms at north, the fouth winds frefhen in another. This, however fingular 
it may appear, is no more than what was experienced by the three (hips, Efperanza, 
Belen, and Rofa, which being at the mouth of the Bay of Conception, the latter took 
her leave of them, and bore away with a frefh gale at fouth to Valparaiso, whilfl the 
others who lleered for the iflands of Juan Fernandes, were overtaken in their pafTage by 
a florm at north. 

As in fummer the fouth winds generally fhift between the fouth-fouth-eaft and eaft- 
fouth-eaft, fo in winter they continue for fome time between the fouth-weft'and fouth ; 
consequently there is a necellity* in the latter feafon, to ftand out to fuch a great diftance 
from the coaft in queft of them, as muft be done in fummer. 


CHAP. IV. — Account of the Iflands of Juan Fernandes. Voyage from thofe Iflands to 
Santa Maria , and from thence to the Bay of Conception. 

THE iflands of Juan Fernandes, which, on account of their Situation, belong to the 
kingdom of Chili, are two in number ; one, as lying farther to the weft, is diftinguilhed 
by the epithet De Afuera ; and the other, as nearer the land, or to the eaftward, is 
called La de Tierra. The former, which is Something above a league in length, is 
nearly of an oval figure, and the land very high, fo that it has the appearance of a round 
mountain ; and its fteepnefs on all fides renders it every where almoft foacceffible. Se- 
veral large cafcades tumble from its Summit, and the water of one of them, after a fuc- 
ceffion of long falls among the rocks on the fouth-weft fide of the ifland, precipitates 
itfelf into the fea with fuch amazing impetuofity, that its froth may be feen at three 
leagues diftance. The longitude of this ifland, according to the reckoning of Don 
George Juan, admitting the currents to fet towards the fouth-weft, is pf 20' W. from 
the meridian of Callao ; but, according to my computation, 3 0 27'. By the coaft we 
fleered from the meridian De Afuera till we reached La de Tierra, we concluded the' 
diftance between thofe iflands to be thirty -four leagues. . 

The ifland De Tierra, which is four hundred and forty leagues to the norlLpf Cape 
Horn, is between three of four leagues from eaft to weft, which is its grearax length. 
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It is for the moft part high land, but not deftitute of fome plains, though thefe are part 
of the mountains themfelves. Its valleyg are full of trees, and fome of them an excellent 
timber. Here is likewife the piemento tree, refembling the chiapa in New Spain. The 
plains and little hills produce a fort of ftraw, refembling that of oats, and growing 
higher than the ufual ftature of a ’man. The waters, of which fcveral ftreams fell from 
the emineri'ces into ifie fea, is very light, create^ an appetite, and, among other medici- 
nal qualities, is excellent again!! indigeftion. Here are many dogs of different fpecies, 
particularly of the grey hour d kind ; and alfo a great number of goats, which it is very 
difficult to come at, ar/uiiy keeping themfelves among thofe crags and precipices, where * 
no other animal but themfelves can live. The dogs owe their origin to a colony fertf 
thither, not many years ago, by the prefidentof Chili, and the viceroy of Peru, in order 
* totally to exterminate the goats, that any pirates or fhips of the enemy might not here be 
furnifhed with provifions. But this fcheme has proved ineffe&ual, the dogs being in- 
capable of purfuing them among the faftneffes where they live, thefe animals leaping 
from one rock to another with furprifing agility. Thus far, indeed, it has anfwered 
the purpofe ; for fhips cannot now fo eafily furnifh themfelves with provifions here, it 
being very difficult to kill even a Angle goat. 

Very few birds frequent this ifland ; and, though we found feveral white feathers on 
the ground, and alfo parts of carcafes, which feemed to have been gnawed by the dogs, 
we law but very few flying, and thofe wholly black. It *is not indeed improbable but 
thefe illands may be the winter retreats of fome kinds of birds, which on the approach 
of fummer remove to another climate. 

In this ifland are mountains of a great height ; and the fides of thofe towards the 
north are covered with trees of good timber : but few or none are feen on thofe of the 
fouth part, except in the breaches and valleys, owing doubtlefs to the piercing violence 
of the fouth winds, which deftroys them or checks their growth. On the other hand, 
every part is covered with tall grafs or ftraw, already mentioned. Among the various 
forts ol u- es with which the ifland is decorated, there are none of the American fruit- 
trees, owiijg to the coldnefs of the climate, which is increafed by the violence of the 
winds, fo that even the heats of fummer are moderate. 

In this ifland are three harbours or bays ; but thofe on the weft and eaft fides ’have 
only water fufficient for fmall veffels, fo that the only one proper for large fhips is that 
on the north, or rather north-eaft, fide of the ifland. The latter, which is properly 
called Juan Fernandes, confifts of a bay formed by the coaft, but expofed to the north 
and nOrth-eaft winds, fo that in winter no fhip can lie fafely in it ; and even in fummer 
it is not free from danger, on account of the great depth of water ; for within the dif- 
tance of a cable’s length or two from the fhore it has fifty fathoms, and growing deeper 
as the diftance increases. To this muft alfo be added tbe badnefs of the ground, which 
being of fend, and a tenacious mud, mixed with fhells and g avel, the cables are greatly 
rubbed by it, and confequently the anchorage unfafe. The fhips are alfo expofed to con- 
tinual fqualls caufed by the Sures, which produce a very troublefome fea j violent cur- 
rents likewife fet into the bay, and form dangerous eddies. Laftly, the fteepnefs of the 
coaft renders it very difficult ta be approached on account of the dafhin 0 of the waves 
againft it ; and accordingly the only fhips that put into this port are fuch as belong to 
pirates, or the enemy, this ifland being the foie refuge for them in the South Seas : and 
they expofe.thcmfelves to thefe dangers, merely through the neceflity of taking in water 
and wpq£ refrefhing their crews, and furnifhing themfelves with fifh, which is caught 
here in great abundance; 
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Thefe foreign fhips, which, in order to refrefh their crews after the fatigues of fo long 
a voyage, and the dangers of weathering Cape Horn, make for the harbour of Juan 
Fernandes, are very careful to fecure themfelves againft the above-mentioned dangers, 
and therefore fail up to the fartheft part of the bay, where they moor with an anchor 
in the water, and another on the fouth-weft fhore. But even this precaution is not 
fometimes fufficient to fecure them, as .appears from the wrecks of .three fhips ; two of 
which have been long there, but the other of a more recent date. 

The ifland De Afuera is every where prodigioufly high land, and the fhores fo fteep 
• and craggy as to afford no convenient landing-place ; which, together with its having 
no harbour, prevents all fhips, whether thofe of the enemy, or the country, from 
touching at it. 

The fea, all around the ifland De Tierra, may be faid to be filled with fea-wolves, * 
of which there are obferved to be three principal fpecies ; the firfl are fmall, not 
being above a yard in length, and their hair a dark brown : thofe of the fecond are 
about a toife and a half in length, and of a greyifh brown colour : and thofe of the 
third are in general two toifes in length, and the hair of a pale afh-colour. , The 
head of thefe creatures is too fmall in proportion to the reft of their body, and termi- 
nates in a fnout ; which, bearing a great refemblance to that of a wolf, they have 
acquired the name. The mouth is proportioned to the head ; but the tongue is very 
thick, and almoft round. They have a row of large pointed teeth in each jaw, two 
thirds of which are in alveoli or fockets ; but the others, being the inoft hard and folid, 
are without them. This threatening appearance is heightened by whifkers, like thofe 
of cats, or rather tygers. Their eyes are fmall ; and their ears, from the root to the 
extremity, not above fix or eight lines.in length, and of a proportional breadth. Their 
noftrils are alfo very fmall, and the only parts deftitute of hair, thefe having a glan- 
dulous membrane, like the fame part in dogs. This creature has two fins, which ferve 
them both for fwimming in the water, and for walking on the ground. The tail, which 
is every where equally cartilaginous, is of a length proportional to the body, but much 
thicker than thole of the generality of filh. They carry it horizontally ; fo that by 
inverting the Iaft vertebrae, where the articulations are more flexible than in other 
parts,' they form of it a kind of hind feet ; and at the fame time the fins helping them 
before, they walk without trailing the body along the ground. A remarkable particular 
in the formation of this amphibious creature is, that in both the fins and the ex- 
tremity of the tail there are protuberances refembling fingers ; they are fmall bones or 
cartilages inclofed within thole callous membranes which cover the fins and tail. Thefe 
fingers they can expand fo as to cover the whole breadth of the fin $ and thus form, 
as it were, the foie to tread upon. At the end of each is a nail, of about two lines in 
length, and half a line in breadth. 

Among the feveral articulations in the fins, are two very remarkable, one at the 
jundlion of the omoplata, where it forms a kind of fhoulder, and the other at the 
extremity of the fin, where the fingers are conne&ed. The fame economy is obferved 
in the tail, and thus they are adapted to an amphibious life : accordingly, though not 
with a celerity equal to th^t of quadrupeds, they climb up fteep rocks of a height one 
would think impracticable to fuch creatures, as they are abfolutely fo to .men ; 
and come down again with the fame eafe, notwithftanding their great bulk and 
fatneis, which is fuch in the larger fpecies, that their diameter at the fins is little fhort 
of a yard and a half. * 

Their prgansof generation are placed at the lower extremity of the belly,and at 
the time of coition the male and female place themfelves on their tails, with their faces 
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inward, embracing each other with their fins, which, on this occafion, fupply the place 
of arms. The female brings forth and fuckles her young in the fame mann er as ter- 
reftrial creatures, but has never above one or two at a time. 

The largeft fpecies are by fojne called fea-lions, but in thefe feas their general name 
is Lobos de Aceyte, or oil-wolves : becaufe when they move, they appear like a firm 
full of oil, from • ihe motion of the vaft quantity of fat, or blubber, of which their 
enormous body confifts. And though oil is made from all the fpecies, none yield it in 
proportion to thefe ; indf _’d they confift of little elfe. 1 was once entertained with a 
particular circumftan'ce relating to this fpecies. A failor having wounded one, it im- 
mediately plunged itfelf into the fea ; but had hardly tinged the water with its blood, 
when it was furrounded in an in ft ant by Ihoals of the other two fpecies, who attacked 
and devoured it in a few minutes, which was not the cafe with the other fpecies ; 
which, when wounded, though they alfo plunged into the water, yet the fight of their 
blood had no effeft on others ; nor were they ever attacked. They are mifchievous, 
and their bite the more dangerous, as they never let go their hold ; but they are 
heavy, torpid, and fluggifh ; nor can they turn their heads without great difficulty. 
They were fo far from avoiding our men, that they were obliged to ftrike them with 
flicks to make them move out «f their way. The cry of their young very nearly 
refembles the bleating of a fheep ; but when they all join, as it were in concert, the 
noife is infupportable. They are the chief food of the ’dogs, who, after killing them, 
take off their fkin with great dexterity. In their attack, they aim always at the throat ; 
and when they have deftroyed the creature, they tear the fkin all round the neck ; 
then feizing it by the head, and putting their fore-feet between the fkin and the flefh, 
they ftrip it entirely off, and then devour the carcafe. 

The largeft kind, as we have already obferved, are, by the failors, called fea-lions, 
the heir of the neck diftinguifhing them from the othfers, and has fome refegiblance to 
a mane, though not much longer than that on the other parts of the animal ; but as 
their wf.c'e body has a greater fimilarity to that of the wolf, and being entirely 
like the other fpecies, the name of fea-wolf feems to be more proper than that given 
them by the feamen. , 

All thefe kinds of fea-wolves have fo tender a fenfation at the extremity of their 
noftrils, that though they will bear many wounds in other parts of the body, the 
flightefl ftroke on this difpatches them ; and that they are fenfible of it, is evident from 
their making it their chief care to defend that part from any violence. 

A great Angularity is alfo obfervable in the dogs of this ifland, namely, that they 
never bark. We caught fome of them, and brought them on board ; but they 
never made any noife till joined with fome tame dogs, and then indeed they began to 
imitate them,, but in a ftrange manner, as if learning a thing not natural to them. 

The iflands of Juan Fernandes abound greatly in nfh, among which are two fpecies, 
not obferved in any other part of this vaft fea. One is the cod, which, though not 
abfolutely like that of Newfoundland, the difference is very minute, either with regard 
to colour, form,' tafte, and even the fmall feales obfervable on that fifti. They are of 
different fizes, but the largeft three or four feet in length. 

The other fpecies is a fifti refembling the tollo in lnape, but much more palatable. 
From the fore part of each of the two fins on his back, grows a kind of triangular 
fpur, ajittle bent, but round near the back, and terminating in a point. It has a fine 
glofs, and the hardnefs of a bone. At the root of it is a foft ipungy fubftance. 
This fpur, or bone, for it refembles both, is fuch a prefect remedy for the tooth-ache, 

that. 
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that, the point of it being applied to the part affe&ed, it entirely removes the pain in 
half an hour. The firft account I had of this figgular virtue was from a Frenchman, 
who was my pilot j but as reafon would not permit me to give credit, without expe- 
rience, to a circumftance feemingly fo void of probability, the affeverations of the man 
increased my defire of putting it to the proof, which I* did fevcral times, and always 
with fuccefs. I did not fail to communicate a difcovery of fuch great benefit ; and 
accordingly feveral of my acquaintance, who laboured under that excruciating pain, 
made trial of it, and found from it the fame happy effects ; with this particular circum- 
ftance, that foon after the application of the bone to the part affected, it became 
infenfible of pain, a drowfinefs fucceeded, and they awaked frefe from the torture. I 
obferved that the fpongy fubftance at the root, during the operation, became gradually 
inflated, and fofter than in its natural ftatc, which could not be effe&ed lolely by 
the moifture of the mouth, the part put into it being compact, hard, and fmooth as 
ivory. I am therefore inclined to think, that it has an attraftive virtue, which extracts 
the morbific humour, and collects it in the root. The common length of thefe 
anodyne fpurs, or bones, is two inches and a half, of which one moiety, together 
with the root, is within the body of the fifh. Each face of the triangle is about four 
lines in breadth. They are taken in the fame plenty as the others. ’ 

The abundance of fifh about thefe iflands is fuch, that two hours fifhing in the 
morning, and as many in the evening, with only fix or eight nets, procured not only 
a fufficiency for all the fhip’s company, but a confiderable quantity remained for 
fairing. The chief kinds are cod, berrugates, the fpur-fifh, foie, turbot, jureles, and 
lobfters ; befides an infinite number of fmall fifh, which covered the water ; a circum- 
ftance the more furprifing, as there are fuch multitudes of fea-wolves all along the 
coaft, which live on nothing elfe. For though there is very little fifhing near thefe 
iflands, yef doubtlefs the conftantTavages of fuch enormous creatures may be thought 
at leaft equal to the capture of a large fifhery. 

Thefe feveral fpecies are all fo delicate and palatable, that the epicure wguld be at 
a lofs which to prefer. The lobfters are often half a yard in' length, and are taken 
even with greater eafe than the others. They are of an exquifite tafte, though the 
meat is fomething hard. The berrugate is, a large fcaly fifh. 

We continued at anchor near this ifland till the 1 2d of January ; during which rime, 
we reconnoitred every part of it, and particularly vifited the place where the Englifh had 
erefted their tents, in order to difeover any private fignal they might have left for the 
information of any other fhips that fhould afterwards touch at this ifland. The pre- 
fident of Chili had, with the fame view, fent a fhip hither dome months before our 
arrival ; but all they met with was two bottles, in each of which was a writing in 
cypher; and all we difeovered were the piquets and poles of the tents,; with their 
fmall wooden bridges for crofling the breaches, and other things of that kind. Both 
our frigates having taken in water and wood, we failed at three in the afternoon for the 
ifland of Santa Maria, which we made on the 5th of February, and after carefully 
furveying it on all fides, continued our courfe till half an hour after ftsren of the fame 
day, when we came to an anchor at Puerto Tome, on the eaft fide of the bay of 
Conception. 

At our departure from the ifland of Fernandes, we fleered firft eaft one quarter 
foutherly, and the winds continuing between the fouth and fouth-eaft, we tackpd on the 
23d, and fleered between the weft-fouth-well and- fouth-fouth- weft, but on the 28tli,heing 
inthe latitude of 35* 33' 30", £3' 30" fouth latitude, and a degree weft of the meridian De 

Afuera 
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Afuera de Juan Fernandes, we obferved the winds to fliift from fouth to fouth-weft. 
Accordingly we altered our courfe, fleered eaft and eaft-fouth-eaft till the 31ft day, 
when weYound ourfelves in the latitude of 36° 23' and about fifteen or twenty leagues 
north-weft of the bay of Conception. But the weather, which had been the lame alfo 
the day preceding, was fo hazy, that we could not fee the other frigate. Sometimes 
indeed we difcerpejf the colours, but without having any fight either of the hull or 
malt*. This was However fufficient to affure us that they were within half a cannon 
Ihot of each other. This, and our being fomething to leeward of the bay, obliged us 
to ftand to fome diftance. off to fea ; and thus we kept along the coaft without venturing 
to approach it till the 5th, when at half an hour after nine in the morning, the weather 
cleared up, and gave us fight of Cape Carnero, bearing fouth-fouth-eaft ten or twelve 
leagues : and the middle part of Santa Maria, north-eaft one quarter northerly. We 
crouded all fail towards the latter, and at eleven the frigates lay-to, Cape Rumena 
bearing fouth one quarter eafterly diftance four leagues, and Cape Lavapies eaft one 
quarter north-eaft, diftance two leagues. The fouth point of the iiland of Santa Maria 
bore north-eaft four leagues diftant, the north point of the fame iiland north-north-eaft 
and a large rock without, north one quarter eafterly. Here we fent our long-boat with 
orders to go betwixt the illands ajid the continent, and take a furvey of it, and then 
join us in Conception bay. Accordingly the frigates got under fail at twelve at noon, 
with a frelh gale at fouth-fouth-eaft and foon after came to an anchor in the faid bay. 

Don George Juan, from his reckoning, concluded that the iiland of Santa Maria, 
which lies in 37 0 3' fouth latitude, was 7' to' eaft of the iiland De Afuera de Juan 
Fernandes. Whereas I differed 0“ 1 4' from him, making it only 6° 56'. 

To the north-weft of this iiland, at the diftance of a league and a half, is a lofty 
fteep ruck with feveral fmaller at its foot ; and one league and a half farther to fea- 
v r ard, alfo on the north-weft fide of thejfland, is a»lhoal, which, though we at this 
titne,|aw no breakers on it, we took care to keep at a proper diftance. *And in my 
feconc. voyage, in the year 1744, I had a clear view of it, for I not only faw the 
breakers, it being then low-water and the fea running high, but alfo a reef of rocks 
at the water’s edge. The country ‘pilots have affured me, that by fteering in the 
middle between this fhallow and the rock, there is a very fafc channel, having in 
moft parts fifty or lixty fathom water. 

In my fecond voyage above-mentioned, on board a French frigate called La Deliv- 
rance, in the latitude of 36° 54' and 1 ° 24' weft of the iiland of Santa Maria, about 
half an hour after making our obfervations, we unexpectedly found ourfelves. in a 
traCt of thick water of a yellowilh colour ; which, naturally occalioning a great fur- 
prife, we ftarted from the table, being then at dinner, and haftened up to the quarter- 
deck. It was now;;, too late to put the fhip about ; Ihe being in the very centre of it. 
This Ihoal, as it appeared to us, ftretched near two leagues from north to fouth, and 
was about fix or eight hundred toifes over from eaft to weft. The colour of the water 
was of fo d^ep a yellow, that, after Providence had happily carried us through it, we 
could eafily diftjj|guifh it at a confiderable diftance. I muft own, our conuemation 
was fuch, from our concluding we were on a fhoal, as there was >1 the appearance 
of it, that we had no thoughts of bringing the frigate-to, till we had got our founding 
line in order. In fome parts the water was of a deeper yellow, as being more- 

i 

* I fuppofe is a miftake, and ought to' be read thus ; fometimcs we faw the looming of the fail#* 
but could not perceive the hull* ' & 
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/Hallow. In others we could perceive rays of fea or green water, intermixed with 
that of the lhoal. * No chart has taken any notice of it; nor was it indeed before 
known to any of the pilots of thefe feas, as they themfelves acknowledged! notwith- 
ftanding their repeated voyages. We /hould therefore have been guilty of a great 
indifference with regard to the public fafety, had we rieglefted to have given this ac- 
count of it. 

The general winds, between the iflands of Juan Fernandes and this place, are the 
fame as thofe which reign in the gulph ; and which have been already defcribed ; but 
the currents are different, fetting north-weft ; „and this becorries the more perceivable 
in proportion as you approach nearer to the coaft. From the ifland De Tierra de 
Juan Fernandes caftward, the water is greenilh, and weftward blueifh. This I have 
myfelf obi'erved feveral times, even when not in fight of the ifland ; and alfo that the 
colour of the water changes with the meridian. Between die iflands and the continent 
I have frequently feen the water fpouted up by the whales ; an appearance which has 
been often taken for breakers. 

Within twenty or thirty leagues of the coaft, we met with large flights of curlews ; 
but this diftancc is the utmoft limit of their excurfions. Thefe birds are of a middling 
bignefs, moftly white except the breaft and upper part of the wings, which are of a 
rofe colour. Their heads are proportionate to their bodies, but their bill very long, 
/lender and crooked ; and as fnjall at the root as at the point. They fly in vaft troops, 
and confequently are eafily known. 

The coalts in general of this lea, from Guayaquil to the fouthward, are very diffi- 
cult to be feen, except in fummer time, being the whole winter covered with fuch 
thick fogs, that no objeft can be difcerned at half a league diftance. And this dan- 
gerous hazinefs extends often to the diftance of fifteen or twenty leagues off-to fea. 
But during the night, and till abu;it ten or eleven in the morning, the fog is only on 
the land. ‘At that time it moves farther to feaward, with a prodigious denfitv. re- 
fembling a wall, totally concealing every obje& on the other fide of it : and the cautious 
mariner forbears to make his way through it, being uncertain whether he ffiall meet 
with clearer weather, as he approaches nearer to the coaft. 

Thefe winter fogs on the coaft of Chili, feem to be occafioned by the north winds; 
they being obferved always to thicken when thofe winds blow, and though the atmo- 
fphere be clear when the wind fhifts to that quarter, it is inftanraneoufly filled with 
thofe vapours; which continue without any diminution, till the fouth winds fet in, and 
have blown freffi for two or three days fucceffively. But as in winter they are ufually 
interrupted by the winds at north-weft and fouth-weft, thefe vapours, fo inconvenient to 
commerce, are feldom totally difperfed ; and it is a common phrafe among the mariners 
of thefe parts, that the north is a filthy wind on account of the difagreeable vapours, 
with which it is loaded, and the fouth is a cleanly wind, fweeping thefe nuifances from 
the coaft and country, and purifying the air. 1 call thefe winter fogs, as they are 
equally common all along the coaft from the parallel of twenty to the equmox, where 
no north winds are known. And as I have already related of Lineal! the inhabi- 
tants of the coaft live, during the winter, in a perpetual fqg. 
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I lhall conclude this chapter, with a table of the variations of the "needle obferved 
in my fecond voyage, in the frigate Lp DeliVrance, from Callao to Conception Bay. 


1 

• 

j South Latitude. 

Longitude from 
Callao. 

Variations, and 
their Kinds. 


Minutes. 

Degrees. 

)!* 

Minutes. 

Degrees. 

Minutes. 

. i 2 

J 34- 

35 1 

°3 

7 

58 E 

*5 

37f 

349 


9 

22 

28 

27 

348 

46 

9 

42 

3 2 

IO 

35° 

4 Si 

9 

58 

32 

5 2 f 

35 1 

Hi 

9 

06 

33 


35 2 

3 2 

io 

CO 

35 

06 
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39f 

1 1 

IO 

36 

57 

000 

47 f 

1 1 

*5 


Don George Juan, who failed frdm Callao, with the Delivrance, as commander of 
the Lys, another French frigate, made the following observations : — 


South Latitude. 

Longitude from 
Callao. 

Variations, and 
their Kinds. 

[ Degrees. 

Minutes. 

Degrees. 

Minutes. 

Degrees. 

Minutes. 

12 

06 

OOO 

OO 

. 8 

52 E 

12 

5° 

359 

OO 

7 

48 

2 3 

OO 

35° 

OO 

6 

OO 

25 

3° 

349 

*5 

5 

OO 

27 

OO 

348 

3° 

5 

15 

3° 

45 

349 

OO 

6 

OO 

33 

3° 

35 2 

* 20 

7 

10 

| Without the Ifland of Juan Fernandes. 

1 33 

50 

356 

OO 

8 

3 ° 

33- 

,40 

OOO 

OO 

10 

3° j 

33 

45 

002 

OO 

IO 

45 


On the Coaft of Valparaifo, 


33 

20 

1 ’ °°5 

OO 

12 

3° 


The fenfible difference between thefe variations arofe from the mfference of the 
needles, which they were obferved ; and the reafons for that difference have been 
confidered in another place. , 

The difference of- the meridians between Callao and Conception, appears from the 
feries of obfervations made by us at Lima, and thofe by Father Feuillee, at the fame 
pladfe, to be 3 0 58.', Which js the eaftern diftance of Conception from Callao, jret%i 
the maps of this country, it is placed eight or nine degrees to the eaffward, a miftake 
von. xiv. 4 q proceeding 
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proceeding from a want of attention in the pilots in obferving the direction of the cur- 
rents ; and as thefe carry the {hip towards the fouth-weft, the pilots, when in the offing, 
begin to compute their diftance from the coaft. But this being in reality milCh greater 
than that given by the rhumb, they are afterwards under a neceflity of fleering towards 
the eaft, and thence their reckoning makes the port farther to the eaftward than it 
really is ; and the currents running fometimcs with a greater velodty than at others, 
pilots often differ in placing the meridian: .of Conception, fo that very few at firft make 
the Cape, though affifted by that charr, which*thcy confider as the beft. For all thefe 
draughts are laid down from the falfe conclufions of erroneous journals, no allowance 
having been made for the fetting of the currents. The difference of latitude proves, 
beyond contradiction, the reality of the currents, and the degree of their velocity, as 
I have already noticed. 

On the 26th of January, the Efperanza, a Spanifh frigate, commanded by Don 
Pedro de Mendinueta, came to an anchor in the harbour of Talcaguano, after her voy- 
age from Monte-Video in the river of Buenos Ayres, round Cape Horn, which {he had 
performed in'ffixty-fix days. On our arrival at Puerto Tome, an officer came on board 
the Belin, the very fame night we came to an anchor ; and the day following, being 
the fixth of February, our two frigates joined the Efperanza at Talcaguano, and form- 
ed a little fquadron under the command of Don Pedro de Mendinueta, according to 
orders from the Viceroy, who had received an account that the Efperanza lay ready at 
Montevideo, to proceed on her voyage that fummer into the South Sea, and that Com- 
modore Don Jofeph Pizarro, with other officers, were travelling over-land to Santiago 
de Chili j which he had reached at the time of our arrival. 


CHAP. V . — Defcription of the 'City of Conception, in the Kingdom of Chili-, with an 
Account of its Commerce , and the Fertility of the Country. 

CONCEPTION, otherwife called Penco, was firft founded by Captain Pedro de 
Valdivia, in the year 1 550. But the powerful revolts of the Indians of Arauco and 
Tucapel, obliged its inhabitants to remove to Santiago. They cannot, however, be 
charged, with having quitted their fettlement, till they had been defeated fevcral times 
by the Indians, in one of which they loft the above-mentioned Pedro de Valdivia, who, 
as governor of that kingdom, was commander-in-chief of the forces employed in the 
conqueft of it. The fame unhappy fate alfo attended Francifco de Villagra, who, as 
Valdivia’s lieutenant-general, had fucceeded in the command, Thefe misfortunes, and 
the fuperiority of the allied Indians, obliged the Spariiards to abandon Conception. 
The inhabitants, however, being delirous of poffefting, again their plantations in the 
neighbourhood of that city, and of which they ufed to make fuch large profits, peti- 
tioned the audience of Lima for leave to return to their original city j but had foon 
fufficient caufe to repent of not having exerted their induftry in improving the place 
whither they retired ; the Indians, on the firft notice that the Spaniels were returned 
to the city, forming a powerful alliance under a daring leader, called Lautaro, took by 
ftorm a fmall fort, which was the whole defence of the city, and put all to the fwordj 
except a fmall number who had fortunately efcaped to Santiago. Some time after, 
Don Gracia de Mendoza, fon to the Viceroy de Mendoza, Marquis of* Cai^te, arriv- 
ing as go^rnor of Chili, with a body of forces fufficient for making head againft the 
Ifdians, reftored the inhabitants of Conception to their former poffeffions, with the 
greateft apparent fecurity. But the year j 603 gave birth fo a new and more general 

confederacy. 
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confederacy, by which means Conception, La Imperia, and Baldivia, with fix fmaller 
places, were deftroyed ; being the greateft part of the places in this kingdom. Con- 
ception, however, received frefh fuccours, the city was again repaired, and has con- 
tinued ever fince. 

Its latitude, according to an*obfervation we made in the year 1744, at Talcaguana, 
which lies exa&ly uaft and weft with the city,' is 36° 43' 15" fouth, and its longitude 
|rom the meridiah of Teneriff, according to Father Fevillce, 303° 1 8' 30". The city 
is built on the fouth-weft Ihore of a beautiful bay, on an uneven fandy ground, and on 
a fmall declivity, haying a little river running through it. The city, in its extent, is 
fcarce equal to one of th’e fourth clafs. The deftru&ion it fuffered in the dreadful 
earthquake of 1730, occafioned all the houfes to be built low, though it had before 
been fubjefl to thefe fudden convulfions of nature. This was, however, the laft of 
thofe remarkable for their melancholy confequences, which extended to Santiago, the 
capital of the kingdom, which was involved in the fame ruin. On the 8th of July, at 
one in the morning, the firft emotions were felt, and the concuflions increafing, the fea 
retreated to a considerable diftance $ but in a fmall time returned fo impetuoufly, and 
with fuch a fwell, that it overflowed the whole city, and the neighbouring countries. 
In this fudden calamity, the inhabitants had no other afylum than the neighbouring 
eminences. This inundation was'foon fucceeded by three or four fhocks; ^nd, at 
about four in the morning, a little before day-break, the concuflions returned with the 
moft tremendous violence, demolifliing the few buildings which had withftood the firft 
fliocks, and the rapid motion of the fea. 

The houfes are all either of topias, or mud walls, or adoves, unburnt tricks ; but 
covered with tiles. The churches are fmall and mean $ the fame may be faid of the 
Francif-an, Auguftine, and Dominican convents, as well as thofe belonging to the far- 
thers of Mercy : but the college of Jefuits is not wholly deftitute of elegance, being 
well |*uilt, and of a tolerable architecture. , 

Th", political government of this city confifts of a corregidor, nominated by the King, 
and who is at the head of the ordinary alcaldes aiid the regidorcs. During the vacancy 
of this poft, the duty is performed by the prefident of Chili, who is governor, and 
captain-general of the whole kingdom, and prefident of the audience of Santiago, on 
which, as its capital. Conception is dependent. The court of audience was originally 
eftablilhed in the latter, and continued there from the year 1567 to 1574; but the 
danger and difturbances, occafioned by the frequent revolts of the Indians, caufed it 
for a while to be fupprelTed, and afterwards to be removed to the city of Santiago. 
The prefident is, however, obliged to refide fix months of the year at Conception, that 
he may attend carefully to the military concerns of the frontiers, fee rhat the forts be 
in a good condition, and well provided with every thing, in order to keep the Indians 
of Arauco ih awe, and that the military forces are in good order, and u r ell difeiplined* 
and always in readinefs to repel any attempts of the Indians, provided they fhould eves 
abandon their dread of the Spanilh troops. During the other fix months, when the 
governor refidgyat Santiago, he acts in a very different character ; hearing complaints* 
redrefling grievances, and adminiftering jullice, that this tribunal may receive the 
greater dignity from his pretence. Here is alfo a chamber of finances, at the head of 
which is an accountant and treafurer. Befides which, Conception has likewife all the 
other courts and offices ufual in the cities of South America. 

As all* the inhabitants of the towns, villages, and country, within the jurifdiftion of 
Conception, form different bodies of militia, fome of which are in pay, and all muft 
be ready on any fudden alarm, there is, befides the corregidor, a Maeftsa de Cantpo, 
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who commands in all the militiary affairs without the city ; but we fhall have occafion 
to givq,a farther account of his duty in the fequel. 

This city at firft belonged to the diocefe of Imperial ; but that being ruined by the 
perpetual incurfions of the Indians, the epifcopal fee was removed to Conception, and 
the chapter changed. It is now a fuffragan of Lima, and has a chapter confifting of a 
bifhop, dean, archdeacon, and two prebendaries. V, 

The jurifdiftion of Conception extends from the river Maule on the coaft north of 
the city to Cape Lavapies. It has few villages ; but the whole country is full of feats, 
farms, and cottages. . . 

The inhabitants confift of Spaniards and Meftizos, who in colour are hardly diftin- 
guifhable from the former ; both being very fair, and fome have even frelh com- 
plexions. The goodnefs of the climate, together with the fertility of the country,, 
have drawn hither many Spanifh families, both Creoles and Europeans, who. live toge- 
ther in that harmony and friendfhip, which fhould be an example to the other parts 
of thefe provinces ; where the comforts of fociety are greatly lelfened by the feuds 
arifing from a mean pride and jealoufy. The men in general are well-ihaped and 
robuft, and the women handfome. Their cuftoms and drefs are a kind of com- 
pound of thofe of Lima and Quito, but more nearly referable the latter, except that 
the men ufe, inftead of a cloak, a poncho, which' is made in the form of a quilt, 
about two yards and a half or three in length, and two in breadth, having an open- 
ing in the middle juft fufficient to put their head through, the reft hanging down 
on all fides. This is their drefs in all weathers, whether walking or riding. The 
peafants, whom they call Guafos, never pull it off but when they go to reft, tucking 
it up in fuch a manner, that both their arms and whole body are at full liberty either 
for labour or diverfion. This is an univerfal garb among all ranks when they. ride on 
horfeback, an exercife very common here ; and the women are particularly famous 
for their (kill in horfemanfhip. 

This drefs, though fo plain and uniform in itfelf, ferves to diftinguifh the rank and 
quality of the wearer ; as its price is proportional to the work on it. Sorlie wear ft 
as a covering, fome for decency, and others for fhew. Accordingly if thofe of the 
common people coft only four or five dollars, others have ftood the owners in an 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred. This difference arifes from the finenefs of the 
fluff, or from the laces and embroidery with which they are decorated. They are of 
a double woollen fluff, manufactured by the Indians, and generally of a blue colour, 
embroidered with red or white, fometimes indeed the ground is white, embroidered 
with blue, red, and other colours. 

The peafants are furprifingly dexterous in managing the noofe and lance } and it is 
very feldom, that, though on full fpeed, they mifs their aim with the former. Accord- 
ingly thefe are their chief arms, and they will halter a wild bull with the: fame agility 
as any other creature ; nor could a man, however cautious, avoid being taken in their 
noofe. I fhall relate an inftance of their addrefs, with regard to an Eftglifhman whom 
we knew at Lima. He was in the long-boat of a privateer, then lyiqg in Conception 
bay, intending to land at Talcaguano, with a view of plundering the neighbouring 
villages ; but a body of the country militia made to the fhore in order to oppofe them. 
Upon this, the Englifh fired upon them with their mufquetry, imagining that would 
be fufficient to put them to flight, and thus the place be open for them to land. 
They had no fooner difeharged their pieces, than one of the peafants, though the boat 
was at a confiderable diftance, threw his noofe, and notwithftanding all in the boat threw 
themfelves on their faces, he noofed the above-mentioned perfon, pulling him out of 
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' the boat with the greateft rapidity ; whilft the others, inftead of endeavouring to fave 
him, in their fright thought of nothing but how to get out of danger as foon as poffi- 
ble. It was the*Englifhman’s good fortune not to be ftrangled or killed by the bruifes 
he received, the flip-knot having parted from one fhoulder under the oppofite arm, fo 
that he recovered in a few days.* . 

As it is veryfeldom that they mifs, and are obliged, on haltering a creature, to 
draw the knot, at the fame time that they throw the nool'e, they clap fpurs to their 
horfe, and put him on Ins full fpeed ;* that the creature is lb far from having time to 
difengage itfelf, that *it i$ no fooner caught than difabled. This is alfo one of the 
weapons, if I may give it*that name, ufed in their private quarrels, defending them- 
felves with a lance of a middling length. And their addrefs on thefe occafions is fo 
very remarkable, that very often, after a long difoute, in which both parties are heartily 
tired, they part, with no other hurt than a few bruifes. This is alfo the method 
they take to fatisfy their revenge, endeavouring to halter the objeft of their hatred, 
either as he runs from them, or is not apprized of their intention. In this cafe the 
only # refource in an open country, on feeing him with his noofe in his hand, is, to 
throw onefelf on the ground, keeping the legs and arms as clofe to the furface as 
poffible, that the rope may have no room to get under any part. The peribn may alfo 
fave himfelf by Handing clofe to a tree, and, if in the ftreet, by placing himfelf againft 
the wall. A fmall diftance, that is, under ten or fifteen paces, partly rentiers their- 
dexterity iiteft'e&ual ; but there is very great danger of being entangled when the 
diftance is thirty or forty. The noofes, or halters, are thongs of a cow’s hide, cut 
round the lkin, and of a proper breadth. Thefe thongs they twill, and work with fat, 
till they are of a proper degree of fupplenefs ; but fo llrong, that though when twilled 
they are not larger than the little finger, yet they hold the wildell bull when its efforts 
to efcape would break a rope of hemp of much larger, dimenfions. * 

The climate of this city is not eflentially different from that of the greateft; part of 
Europe. Winter is indeed fomething colder than in the fouthern provinces of Spain, 
but milder than thofe of the northern ; and the fummer heats proportionably. In 
winter the inhabitants feem to be little incommoded by the north winds, and in 
fummer the heats are moderated by the cooling breezes trom the fouth. The*heat is 
however greater in the city than in the adjacent country, occasioned chiefly by the 
different difpofition of the ground, being interfered by various rivers, lbme of which 
are very large, as the Arauco and the Biobio. The latter of which, at a league above its 
mouth, is very near four leagues in breadth. It may, however, in fummer be forded, 
but not without danger ; in the winter it is pafled in balzas. At the fouthern banks 
of the river, the territories of the wild Indians begin, and near the fame fhore towards 
that part are the chain of frontier forts, of which a farther account will be given in the 
fequel. The country of this jurifdidion confifts principally of extenfive plains, the 
Cordillera being at a confiderable diftance to the eaftward, and the whole fpace 
between it and the fea-coaft, one entire and uniform plain, interrupted only by a few 
eminences, which,, are an ornament to the country, and render the perfpe&ive of it the 
more agreeable. 

The great affinity between this climate and that of Spain is evident from its products,, 
though there is a remarkable difference with regard to their goodnefs and plenty, in 
both whicji this country has greatly the advantage. The trees and plants of all kinds 
have their regular feafons, embellifhing the fields with their verdure, entertaining the 
fight with their various flowers and bloffoms, and gratifying the palate with their 
delicious fruits. It is needlefs to mention that the times of the feafon muff: be oppofite, 
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confequently the winter* in Spain is their fummer, and the autumn of the former, the 
fpring of the latter. In faying that this country produces the fame corn and fruits 
as Spain, I do not mean thole of the moft fouthern parts ; for neither fugar-canes, 
oranges, nor lemons thrive here. Nor is it well adapted to olive-yards, though fome 
olives are produced here. But the fruits cultivated 'in the centre of Spain are the 
fame with thofe produced here in a moil ailoniihing plenty, wheat and other grain 
generally producing an hundred fold. I (hall here relate an initance I myfelf faw and 
examined at Talcaguano, in a garden near the fea-fide, at a place called the Morro, 
very little more than a quarter of a league from the harboiir. Among feveral ilalks 
of wheat that had grown there without culture, 1 faw one whofe item was not more 
than a foot from the ground, but from its knots there afterwards fprung fo many 
ilalks, as produced thirty-four ears *, the largeit of which were near three inches in 
length, and the leail not l^fs than two. The mailer of the houfe obl'erving that I 
viewed this production of nature with aitoniihment, told me that it was nothing extra- 
ordinary, for though the grain in the ground commonly fown, did not often attain 
fuch a luxuriancy, it was common for each italk to produce five or fix ears. This 
information raifed my curiofity ; and I met with fo many initances afterwards, that my 
furprife at feeing the italk juit mentioned was greatly abated ; as from the inoifture, 
advantageous expofure, and richnefs of the foil, a much greater produce might natu- 
Tally be expedted than in the ground conitantly fown. 

The great plenty of wheat here is fufficiently indicated by its price * a meafure 
weighing fix arobas and fix pounds, being ufually fold for eight or ten rials. Yet lor 
want of a market, though at fo low a price, no more is fown than is neceflary for home 
confumption ; and thence a great part of the country lies fallow. 

Here are vines of feveral kinds, and which vie with the wheat in exuberance. They 
are alfo, both With regard to tho richnefs and llavour of their grapes, elteemed beyond 
any produced in Peru. Molt of them arc red. A fort of Mufcadel is allb made here, 
whofe flavour far exceeds any of the kind made in Spain. The grapes grow moftly in 
cfpaliers, and not on detached vines. In this refpeft alfo, as in the wheat, 4 large tradts 
of ground are totally neglected. For though its produce is fo confiderable, the buyers 
are fo'few, that the vineyards do not anfwer even the expence of cultivation: 

The chief ufe made of thefe rich lands by the owners is, the fattening of oxen, goats 
and fheep. And this is the principal employment of greatell part of the inhabitants of 
the country of all ranks, and univcrfally of the lower clafs. As foon as the horned cat- 
tle are fattened in thefe luxuriant paltures, and the proper feafon arrived, four or fivq 
hundred, and even more, according to the largcnefs of the farm, are flaughtered. They 
take out the fat, melt it into a kind of lard, there called Gratia ; and buccaneer or dry 
the flefh in ftnoke ; but the greatefl: profit arifes from the hide, the tallow, and the 
grafla, a fuflicient proof of their prodigious fatnefs when killed. But an idea of the fer- 
tility of this country may be beft formed from the value of a live beaft, which, when fit 
to be killed, may be purchafed lor four dollars; a price vaftly beneath that in any 
other part of India; and may be fuflicient to remove the unjult reproach of the 
poverty of this province. For were the induttry of the people equal to the fertility of 
the foil, this kingdom would be the molt opulent of any in America. 

The manner of flaughtering the beatts renders it a favourable diverfion to the perfons 
employed in performing it, and it mult be owned that their dexterity is really furprifing. 
The cattle intended to be killed are drove into an inclofure. At the gate are ‘the Guafos 

« 

* This fpecies of wheat is called Triticum /pica mu hip lie i, and is cultivated in Italy and Sicily. 
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on horfeback with their fpears two or three toifes in length, and at one end a very fharp 
piece of fteel in the form of a half moon, the points of which are about a foot diftant 
from each other. Every thing being ready, the gate of the inclofure is opened, and a 
bealt turned out, which naturally betakes itfelf to flight, but is immediately purfued by 
a guafo, who, without checking- his horfe, hamftrings it in one leg, and then immedi- 
ately in the other. He then alights, and having difpatched his capture, Ikins it, takes 
out the tallow, thtf fat for the grafla, and cuts up the flefli for falting'and drying. This 
done he wraps up the tallow in the hide, and loading it on his horfe, carries it to the 
farm; returning again fjr the flefli. After this he fets out on another expedition. 
Sometimes they turn out at' once as many beads as there are guafos ready to kill them. 
And this is the daily exercife till all the cattle appointed for that year’s flaughter are 
difpatched. An European is furpril'ed not only at their dexterity in hamftringing the 
bead, when both are on full fpeed, but alfo to lee one man alone go through the whole 
work in fuch a regular method and great difpatch. If the bead be fwifter than his 
horfe, the guafo has recourfe to his noofe, and halters him by throwing it either about 
his neck, or round one or two of his legs, according as opportunity oilers, and by that 
meads fecures him: Then if a tree be near at hand, he gives the end of the thong two 
or three turns round the trunk, and the whole difliculty of killing the bead is over. 

The tallow is wrapt up in the hidts, and in this manner carried to the city for fale ; 
the grafla is melted into bags of flieep-lkins ; the flefli, after being cut into thin flices, 
is faded, and this is what they call Taflagear; afterwards it is buccaneered or dried in 
the fmoke*, and fold. The hides they tan, and make from them a mod excellent, 
leather, efpecially for the foies of flioesl. Goats alfo, as we have already obferved, are 
fattened and turn to good account. Their tallow nearly refcmbles that of the ox, and 
the Cordovan leather made of their Ikins furoaffes every thing of that kind made in any 
part of the whole kingdom of Peru. . 

All other provifions and grain are in the fame plenty, turkeys, geefe, antf all kinds 
of pouftry are fold at a remarkable low price, great numbers of them being bred all 
over the country, with little care and no expence. Wild fowls alfo are very common, 
among which are canelones, and others deferibed among the birds found in the deferts 
of Quito, though thefe are not fo large, and more like the bandarrias as they ar£ there 
called. Here are alfo wood-pigeons, turtle-doves, partridges, fnipcs, woodcocks, and 
royal cirapicos, &c. And with regard to thefe, the air may be faid to vie with the fer- 
tility of the earth. 

Among the birds I mud not omit one of a very Angular kind, and found all over the 
country. The natives call thefe birds difpertadores, awakeners, from their giving notice 
to others of the approach of any danger. On hearing the noife of the approach of any 
creature, whether man or bead, or feeing them within a ftnall diftance, they rife from 
the ground, and make a loud chattering not unlike that of a tnagpye ; continuing the 
noife, and flying about in the air over the object which caefed the alarm. This is un- 
derftood by the birds thereabouts, who immediately rife, and by that means efcape the 
danger. 

This bird is about the ftze of a middling fowl, its plumage black and white, has a 

thick neck, the head fometliing large, ereft, and beautifully adorntu with a tuft of 

feathers ; its eyes are large, {harp and lively ; its bill well proportioned, ftrong, and a 

little curved. On the fore part of their wings are two fpurs, about an inch in length, 

•# • 

* They dry it ia the fun, by which it attains a rufty colour, and appears as though it had been dried 
in fmoke. A. • ’ 

-J- They tan thin leather with the bark of the mangrove tree. A. 
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of a reddilh tint towards the root, and their points refembling thofe of a cock, being very 
hard and fharp. Thefe are the weapons they make life of againft the other birds, par- 
ticularly thofe of prey, as hawks, and others of • that kind, which probably abound the 
more in this country, from the great variety of prey it aftords them. 

Among the finging birds is the goldfinch, in every particular refembling thofe of 
Spain, except a finall variation in its plumage. There are betides others proper to this 
country, and met with in all the cold climates, particularly the piche!>, which are fome- 
thing larger thftn fparrows. They are of a brown colour, fpotted with black, except 
their bread:, which is of a mod beautiful red, and fome feathers .of the fame colour in 
their wings, intermixed with others of a bright yellow. Amidd all the fertility of this 
country, the only infects are the niguas or piques *, and though fome fuakes are found 
in the fields and woods, their bite is not dangerous. Neither are the country pealants 
under any apprehenfion from ravenous beads ; fo that nature may be faid to pour her 
treafures on this country, without blending them with the ufual inconveniences. 

The fruits which moltly abound in Chili, are of ihe fame kind as thofe known in 
Europe ; its cherries in particular are large, and of a fine tade. The drawberries are 
of two kinds, one called frutillas, and are larger than thofe of Quito, wanting little of 
being equal to a hen’s egg in magnitude. The other, which in fize, colour and tade, 
perfectly refemble thofe of Spain, grow wild, on the fide of the eminences with which 
the plains are interfperfed. And here alfo grow all kind of flowers, without any other 
culture than that of benign nature. * 

Among the remarkable herbs, of which many are medicinal, and others applied to 
divers ufes, is the panque, of great fervice in tanning leather. It abounds every where, 
and grows to about four or five feet from the ground. The principal item, which is of 
a foft fubdance, is betwixt four and five itches in diameter, and about two feet and a 
half in height, feparating there into feverat branches, bearing round, ferrated, rough, 
and thick .leaves, and fo large that their diameter, when full grown, is feldom lefs than 
a foot and a half, and fometimes two feet. Before the plant is fit to be cut, when the 
leaves begin to turn red, the peafants make an incifion into the bark, and fuck the juice, 
which is very cooling and adringent ; but as foon as ever the leaf is obferved to turn 
white, .an indication of decay, they cut the plant down at the root, take ofl’ the branches, 
and divide the dalk into fhort pieces, which being dried in the fun make an excellent 
tan. 

Befides this rich variety of productions on the furface of the earth, the country alfo 
abounds with valuable mines and quarries ; particularly of Lapis lazuli and loaddone, 
topper equal to the bed of Europe ; befides feveral of gold ; but no advantage is de- 
rived from any ; the inhabitants, contented with the plentiful enjoyment of all the ne- 
ceflaries of life, extend their ivifhes no farther, leaving to the curiofity and avarice of 
others, the laborious fearch after what the earth contains in its bowels. 

This kingdom of Chili feems alfo to have been the fird country of , thofe famous 
horfes and mules mentioned in the fird part. Indeed all thefe creatures found in Ame- 
rica owe their origin to fome imported from Spain. At prefent however, thofe of 
Chili furpafs not only thofe of the other parts of America, but even thofe of Spain, from 
whence they are derived. The horfes fird brought over might poflibly have been of the 
running kind, Spain dill abounding in that fort. But it mud be owned, that greater 
care has been taken here of preventing the breed from being mixed with others of a 
lefs generous fpecies; and by this means they greatly exceed thofe' of Spain { for with- 
out any other incentive than their own inclination, before they will fuller any other to 
get before them, they will exert their utmod drength j and at the lame time their 
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motion is fo eafy, that the rider is not the lead fatigued. In beauty and gracefulnefs 
they are not inferior to the famous Andelufian horfes, and at the fame time full of fpi- 
rit. Accordingly they are every whefe fo highly valued, that a more acceptable prefent 
cannot be made to a perfon of the greated didin&ion, than one of thefe beads. Many 
purchafe them for parade, and 'befides their being common all over the kingdom, they 
have been fent even to Quito. The great demand for them, and confequently their 
high price, has iiiduced the inhabitants of feveral countries to attempt the breeding of 
them ; but none are equal to thofe of Chili. 

The commerce at Conception might be confiderably increafed, were the country, 
which is far from being the cafe, inhabited in any proportion to its fertility and extent j 
but for want of a fufficient number of hands, their commerce is at a very low ebb, con- 
fiding almod entirely in provifions, wine, &c. and this is fo fmall, that it is chiefly 
carried on by only a Angle (hip coming once a-year to Callao to load with them, 
together with a few others trading to Chiloe and Baldivia, and in their return touch 
here. Their exports are tallow, graffa, cordovan, bend leather, excellent butter, 
wines, and dried fruits. The goods brought hither in exchange are the feveral forts 
of Woollen duffs from Quito, and others from Europe, iron, and mercury. Very few 
European goods are however imported ; for the people here not being remarkable for 
their riches, ufe only home-made duffs and bays, which, though extremely good, are 
in no great quantity. The commerce carried on between the inhabitants of Chili, and 
the Arauco Indians, lhall be Mentioned in its proper place. 


CHAP. VI. — Defcription of Conception Bay , its Roads or Harbours, Fijh , &V. and 
thefingular Mines of Shells in its Neighbourhood. 

* 

THE bay of Conception, befides its excellent bottom, is of fuch an extdht, as not 
to be c ualled by any on the whole coad. For from Tierra-Firma, north and fouth, 
its length is nearly three leagues and a half, and its breadth from ead to wed, almod; 
three leagues, being the didance betwixt the harbour of Talcaguano, and the. Cirillo 
Verde, or little green mountain, fituated near the city ; from whence its breadth is 
contracted by the ifland of Quinquina, which, lying in the mouth of it, forms two 
entrances, of which that on the ead fide is the fafefl, being two miles in breadth, and 
accordingly frequented by mod fliips. The wed entrance is between the ifland and 
Talcaguano point, and is near half a league in breadth. In the principal entrance of 
this bay is thirty fathom water, which depth afterwards decreafes to eleven and ten, 
till within about a mile of the fliore, oppofite to the entrance. The wedern, though 
the many rocks and breakers in it make it appear very dangerous, has a channel with 
water fufficient for the larged fliip, the depth being at flrd thirty fathom, and never 
lefsthan eleven ; it is fituated in the middle of the entrance, that is, at an equal diffance 
between the rocks which project about a quarter 0# a league from Talcaguano point 

Whhinthe bay are three roads or harbours, where Ihips anchor : for though the 
bottom be every where clear, it is only in one of thefe three places Ihips can ride in 
fafety, being no where elfe Iheltered from the^ wind. The firft, called Puerto Tome, 
lies eaft and weft with the north point of Quiriquina, contiguous to the coaft of lierra 
Firma. The anchoring place is about half a league didant from the land, in about 
twelve fathom water.. • But this road is only ufed when Ihips cbme in during the night, 
VOL. -MV. ■ 4 R 
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it being difficult to reach either of the other two before day light, as feveral tacks mull 
be made for that purpofe. 

In this bay the principal port is that of Talcagbano. It is properly an elbow, and 
bears fouth-fouth-weft from the fouth point of Quinquina. This is by far the moll fre- 
quented, Ihips in general anchoring here, having nor only better ground than any 
other part of the bay, but are in fome meafure Iheltered from the north winds. Whereas 
at Cirillo Verdejf they lie expofed, not only to thefe, but alio to the 'fouth winds, the 
land which Ihould intercept them being low. Belides, the bottom is of a loofe mud, 
fo that the anchors in a hard gale of wind generally come homt* ; and confequently the 
Ihips in great danger of being branded on the coaft. From thefe inconveniences it may 
be concluded, that the only Ihips which anchor here, are fuch as happen to be in thole 
parts in the midll of fummer, and are in hafte to take in their loading, for which this 
road is moll convenient, as being nearelt the city. 

Two rivers empty themfelves into this bay, one of which, palling through the city of 
Conception, has thence the fame name ; the other is called St. Pedro. The firlt is 
the watering-place for Ihips anchoring at Cirillo Verde ; whereas thofe at Talcaguano 
fupply themfelves with that neceffary fluid from fome ftreams which flow from the* ad- 
jacent eminences ; they eafily take on board a fufficient quantity of wood, of which 
there is here plenty ; as of all other neceffaries. 

Ships, before they enter the bay of Conception, endeavour to make the ifland of 
Santa Maria, and then coaft along it, keeping at the fame time a good look-out for 
a reef of rocks which ftretches out almolt three leagues from the north-weft point ; 
thence they continue their courfe, keeping at a little diftance from the main, there being 
no rocks but what are above water. After weathering the real of rocks on the 
ifland of Santa Maria, they fteer direftly for Talcaguano point, at thediftance cf about 
half a league ; from which feaward, is a rock called Quiebraollas, which mult be th« 
more carefully avoided as it is furrounded with flioals. There is, however, no danger, 
if the Ihip be not nearer than half a mile ; indeed there is a fufficient depth of water 
within a cable’s length. After their being a-breaft of this rock, they fteer fcfr the north 
point of Quiriquina, off which lie two rocks, but the fartheft from the ftiore is only a 
quarter* of a league, and may be fafely approached within a ftone’s caff. Both thefe 
rocks fwarm with fea-wolves, and as there is a fufficient depth of water all round them, 
there is no other danger in Handing near them, than what may be feen. There is 
indeed a neceflity for Handing near them, to avoid falling to leeward of the bay. After 
palling them, the courfe is continued as near as poflible to the ifland of Quiriquina, 
taking care to avoid fome other rocks lying along the Ihore. 

As Ihips are generally obliged ft) make feveral tacks in order to get into Conception 
bay, care muft be taken not to approach too near to the ifland of Quiriquina, either on 
the eaft or fouth fides ; for though the coaft is bold on the north and north-weft fides, 
there is a fhoal on the fouth extending to a conftderable diftance from the Ihore. At 
a third part of the diftance betweA the road at Talcaguano, and the point of the fame 
name, is another Ihoal, running about half a league to the eaftward, in the middle of 
it is a ledge of rocks, whofe tops are dry at low water. .To avoid this Ihoal, though 
the thick water fufficiently indicates it, the belt way is, at entering the mouth of the 
bay with a land wind, to fteer direftly for the middle of a fpot of red earth on a moun- 
tain of a middling height, fituated at the bottom of the bay, continuing this courfe till 
the Ihip is pall the fnoal ; and then fteer direftly for the houfes at Talcaguano, till 
within about half a mile from* the Ihore, which is the ufual anchoring place in five or 
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fix fathom water ; Cape Harradura being covered by the ifland of Quinquina. The 
fame care is alfo nccefi'ary to avoid another reef of rocks, lying between the Morro and 
the coaft of Talcaguano ; nor inuft the Morro fide be approached too near, there being 
a fand ftretching all along from that reef of rocks to Cirilio Verde. The fhips riding 
at Talcaguano in the manner thus preferibed, are Iheltered from the north wind ; but 
not entirely fo from the fea, which in thofe winds runs very high, and pours in through 
both entrances. The goodnefs of the bottom, however, fccurcs the flip. During the 
force of thefe winds there is no poffibillty of landing on account of the great fea ; but in 
fair weather, every place* is convenient for going on fliore. 

The country round the’ bay, particularly that between Talcaguano and Conception, 
within four or five leagues from the ih >r; , is noted for a very fingular curiofity, namely, 
that at the depth of half or three quarters of a yard beneath the furface of the ground, 
is a ftraium of fhclls of different kinds, two or three toifes in thicknefs, and in fome 
places even more, without any intermixture of earth, one large fhell being joined 
together by fmaller, and which alfo fill the cavities of the larger. From thefe fhells 
all the lime ufed in building is made ; and large pits are dug in the earth for taking 
out thofe fhells, and calcining them. Were thefe ffrata of fhells found only in low and 
level places, this phamomenon would be more ealily accounted for by a fuppofition no 
ways improbable, namely, that thefe parts were formerly covered by the fea, agreeably 
to an obfervation we made in our defeription of Lima. , But what renders it furprifing 
is, that the* like quarries’ of the fame kind of fhells are found on the tops of mountains 
in this country, fifty toifes above the level of the fea. I did not indeed perfonally 
examine the quarries on the higheft of thofe mountains, but was affured of their exift- 
ence by perfons who had lime-kilns there ; but I law them tnyfelf on the fum- 
inits of others at the height of twenty toifes above the furface of the fea; and 
w ‘.s the more pleafed with the fight, as it appeared, to me a convincing proof of the 
univerfality of the deluge. I am not ignorant that fome have attributed this to other 
caufes ;■ but an unanfwerable confutation of their fubterfuge is, that the various forts 
of fhells which compofe thefe firata both in the plains and mountains, are the very fame 
with thofe found in the bay and neighbouring places. Among thefe fhells are three 
fpecies very remarkable ; the firfl is called Choros, already mentioned in our defeription 
of Lima ; the fecond is called Pies de Burros>, affes feet ; and the third Bulgados : and 
thefe to me feem to preclude all manner of doubt that they were originally produced 
in that fea, from whence they were carried by the waters, and depofited in the places 
where they are now found. 

I have examined thefe parts with the clofefl attention, and found no manner of veftige 
of fubterraneous fires. No calcinations are to be met with on the furface of the 
earth, nor among the fhells ; which, as I have already obferved, are not; intermixed 
with earth ; nor are there ftones, or any other heterogeneous fubflances found among 
them. Some of thefe fhells are entire, others broken ; as muft naturally happen in 
fuch a clofe compreffion of them, during fo long an interval of time. This circum- 
ftance, however trilling it may appear to fome, may deferve the confideration of thofe 
-who have advanced the notion, that fhells may be formed in the earth 1 7 fubterraneous 
fires, co-operating with the nature of the foil. 

The Pie de Burro has its name from the fifh inclofed in it, refembling, when taken , 
out, the fpot of an_afs. This fifh is of a dark brown colour, firm and filaceous ; it 
is an univalve, its mouth almoft circular, and its diameter about three inches. The 
bottom of the fhell is concave within, and convex without. The colour within is per- 
fectly white, the furface very finooth, the outfide fcabrous and full of tubercles. Its 
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thicknefs in every part is about four or five lines j and being large, compact, and 
heavy, is preferred to all others for making lime. 

The bulgados, in the Canaries called bulgabs, are fnails, not at all differing in 
their form from the common ; but larger than thofe of the fame name found' in 
gardens, being from two inches to two inches and a half in diameter. The fhell is 
alfo very thick, rough on the outfide, and of a dark brown colour $ and next to the 
preceding mak es the beft lime. 

All thefe fpeHes of lhell-fifh are found at the Bottom of the fea in four, fix,. ten, and 
twelve fathom water. They are caught by drags ; and what fe very remarkable is, that 
no fhells, either the fame, or that have any refemblance to them, are feen either on the 
fhores continually wafhed by the fea, or on thofe tracks which have been overflowed by 
an extraordinary tide. They adhere to a fea-plant, called Cochayuyo lake-herb, the 
Indians making no nominal diftincdions between the inland lakes and the fea, calling 
both cochas. This plant refembles the bejuco ; its diameter is about half an inch, and 
from its root to its extremity of an equal thicknefs. In length is from twenty to 
thirty toifes, producing at every eighteen inches, or fomething more, a leaf about a 
yard and a half or two yards in length ; but the breadth, which is in every part the fame, 
does not exceed two or three inches. It is remarkably finooth, which, together with a 
vifeid liquor, with which it is covered, gives it a very fine glofs. The fame may be faid 
of the ftem, which is extremely flexible, and ftrong. Its colour is of a pale green, but 
that of the leaves more vivid. This plant divides itfelf into feveral branches, equal in 
dimenfions to the main ftem. Thefe branches fucceflively produce others of the fame 
proportion ; fo that the produce of one Angle root covers a prodigious fpace. At the 
joints, where the branches fpring, are found this kind of Ihell-fim, where they both 
receive their nouriftmient, and propagate their fpecies. The extremities of theft; cocha- 
yuyos float on the furface, and injbme lakes, where the water has remained a long time 
undifturbed, form a kind of carpet. At the jun&ion of the ftalk of every leaf with the 
ftem, is a berry refembling a caper, but fomething larger, fmooth and gloflfy on the fur- 
face, and exactly of the fame colour with the ftem. 

The feas on thefe coafts abound in excellent fifli, though not in fo great a degree as < 
thofe near Juan Fernandes. Here are feen in particular a great number of whales, 
which come even into the bay ; alfo tunny-fifh and fea-wolves. Among the amphibious 
creatures, here is one known all along thefe coafts, and even at Callao. It is called 
Pajaro Nino, the bird-child. It m fome parts refembles a goofe, except that its neck 
and bill are not arched, and is fomething larger. It has a thick neck, a large head, and 
a ftrong {hort bill. Its legs very fmall, and in walking the body is in an ered pofition. 
Its wings are final!, cartilaginous, and nearly refemble the fins of the feal. Its tail is fo 
fmall as hardly to be diftinguifhed ; its wings and whole body are covered with a fhort 
brown hair, like that of the fea-wolves, and generally full of white l’pots, though fome 
are of other colours j fo that, upon the whole, the bird makes no difagreeable appear- 
ance. It .lives promifeuoufly either in the water or on land ; on the latter it is cafily 
taken, being very flow in its motions ; but when attacked, bites feverely, though it i9 
obferved never to be the firft aggrefior. 


CHAP. VII. — Defcripiion of the City of Santiago , the Capital of the Kingdoin of Chili. 

AFTER giving an account of all the cities and places of note through which we 
pafled, I muft not omit the capital of the kingdom of Chill We had not indeed occa* 
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fion to vifit it perfonally j but by the informations we received from perfons beft qualified 
to anfwer our enquiries, in the ports of its jurifdi&ion, to which our affairs called us 
more than once, we are enabled to. gratify the curiofity of a rational reader. 

The city of Santiago, originally called Santiago de la Nueftra Edremadura, was 
founded by Captain Pedro de Valdivia, who began the foundation on the 24th of Fe- 
bruary 1541, in ti.e valley of Mapocho, near that of Chili, which gives its name to the 
whole kingdom. It has not* been fubjedt to the revolutions of other places^jbut ftill (lands 
on its original fpot, which is nearly in 33 0 40' fouth latitude, and about twenty leagues 
from the harbour of Valp^r;iifo, the neared port to it in the South Seas. Its fituation is 
one of the mod convenient and delightful that can be imagined, danding in a delightful 
plain of twenty-four leagues in extent, watered by a river flowing in meanders through 
the middle of it, and called by the fame name of Mapocho. This river runs fo near the 
city, that, by means of conduits, the water is conveyed from it through the dreets, and 
alfo fupplies the gardens, which few houfes are here without, and hence the delightful 
fituati$|(i of the place, and the pleafure of the inhabitants are greatly heightened. 

Tlje city is a thoufand toifes in length from ead to wed, and fix hundred in breadth 
from north to fouth. On the fide oppofite the river, which wafhes the north part of it, 
is a large fuburb, called Chirnba ; aud on the ead fide, almod contiguous to the houfes, 
is a mountain of a middling height, called Santa Lucia. The dreets are all of a hand- 
fome breadth, paved and draight ; fome run exactly in an ead and wed direction, and 
are eroded by others, lying exadlly north and fouth. Near the middle of the city is the 
grand piazza, which, like that of Lima, is fquare, with a very beautiful fountain in the 
center. On the north fide are the palace of the royal audience, where the prefidents 
have their apartments, the town-houfe, and the public prifon. The wed fide is taken 
up by the cathedral ancPthe bifhop’s palace. The fouth fide confids of (hops, each de- 
corated with an arch ; and the eafl is a row of private»houfes. The other parts of the 
city are divided into infulated fquares of houfes, regular, and of the fame dimenfions 
with thofe of Lima. 

The houfes here are built of adoves, or unburnt bricks, and very low ; this neceflary 
caution againd the terrible devadation of earthquakes being equally neceflary here as in 
all other towns of Peru, calamities with which this city has been often vifited ; But the 
mod remarkable are the following : 

1. In the year 1750 an earthquake happened, which overflowed feveral mountains in 
this kingdom ; many villages were entirely dedroyed, and great part of the inhabitants 
buried in their ruins. 

2. In the year 1647, on the 13th of May, many of the houfes and : ’lurches of this 
city were ruined by another fhock. 

3. In 1657, on the 15th of March, the earth v as obferved to have a tremulous 
motion for the fpace of a quarter of an hour, and few of he buildings in the city were 
left danding. 

4. In 1722, on the 24th of May, great part of the houfes were damaged by another 
earthquake. 

5. In the year 1730, on the 8th of July, happened that tremendo . earthquake al- 
ready mentioned in our account of Conception. This fhock not only ruined the greated 
part of the city, but concuflions w'ere often felt for many months afterwards ; and this 
catadrophe was fucceeded by an epidemical didemper, which fwept away even greater 
numbers than had before perifhed by the earthquake. 

Notwithdanding the houfes are low, they make a handfeme appearance, and are well: 
contrived both for pleafure and convenience. 

Befides 
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Befides the qathedral and the parilh-church of the Sagrario, here are two others, 
namely, that of St. Anne, and St. Ifadoro. There are alfo three convents of St. Fran- 
cifco, San Diego, a college for ftudents, and, without the city, a convent of Recol lefts ; 
two of Auguilines, one of Dominicans, one of the fathers of Mercy, one of St. Juan 
de Dios, and five colleges of Jefuits, namely, St. Michael, the Noviciate, St. Paul, 
St. Xavier ; a college for ftudents, who wear a brown cloak, and a red fcarf ; and the 
college, called La Olleria, for the exercifes of St. Ignatius. .Here are alfo four nunne- 
ries, two of St. Clare, two of Auguftines, and one of Carmelites ; and a religious filter- 
hood, under the rules of St. Auguftinc : all which have a large number of reclufes, as 
is common in all the cities of Peru. The churches of the convents, bcfides being very 
fpacious, are built cither of brick or ftone, and thole of the Jeluits are dillinguiihed by 
the beauty of their architefture. The parilh-churches are in every rclpeft greatly infe- 
rior to them. 

The inhabitants of Santiago are computed at about four thouiand families, and of 
thefe nearly one half are Spaniards of all degrees ; and among them fome,.. very 
eminent men, both of rank and opulence. The other moiety confifts of Cans and 
Indians, but chiefly of the latter. 

The cuftoms here differ very little from thofe already mentioned in our account of 
large cities. They are not fo negligent in the care of their apparel as at Conception ; 
and inftead of the ollentatiou of Lima, they follow the modeft decency of £)uito. 
The men, except on fome particular ceremonies, generally wear ponchos,- and all the 
families who can any way afford it, keep a calalh for driving about the city. The men 
are robuft, of a proper ftature, well lhaped, and of a good air. The women have all 
the charms of thofe of Peru, and are rather more remarkable for the delicacy of 
fheir features, and the finenefs of their complexions ; but thdjt disfigure their natural 
beauty by a mifplaced art, painting themfelves in fuch a prepofterous manner, as not 
only to fpoil the natural delicacy of their fkin , but even their teeth ; fo that it is very 
rare to fee a woman here of any age with a good let. 

In this city is a royal audience, removed hither from Conception. It confifts of a 
prefident, four auditors, and a fifeal, together with another officer dignified with the 
endearing title of patron of the Indians. The determinations of this court are without 
appeal, except to the fupreme council of the Indies, and this is only in matters of 
notorious injuftice, or denial of redrefs. 

The prefident, though in fome particulars fubordinate to the viceroy of Lima, 
is alfo governor and captain-general of the whole kingdom of Chili ; and, as fuch, he 
is to refide one half of the year at Conception, and the other at Santiago. During his 
abfence from the laft city, the corregidor afts as his reprefentative ; and his jurifdiftion, 
on this occafion, extends to all the other towns, except the military governments. * 

The magiftracy, at the head of which is the corregidor, confifts of regidores, and 
two ordinary alcaldes. In thele are lodged the police, and civil government of the 
city ; and ‘during the time the prefident refides here, the jurifdiftion of the corregidor 
is limited to the liberties of Santiago. 

The office for the royal revenue is direfted by an accountant and treafurer ; where 
are paid the tributes 01 the Indians, and other parts of the revenue ; the falaries of 
officers within its department, and other alignments. 

The chapter of the cathedral confifts of the bilhop, dean, archdeacon,, chanter, 
four canons, and other fubordinate ecclefiaftics. 


Here 
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Here is alfo a tribunal of Crbifade, the' members of which are a fub-delegate com- 
miflary, an accountant, and treafurer. Likewife a commiffion of iikquiiition, all the 
officers of which are appointed by the, tribunal of inquifition at Lima. 

The temperature of the air at Santiago is nearly the fame with that of Conception. 
The luxuriancy of foil, and exuberance of all kinds of provifions, the commerce, and 
other neceffary particulars, I ihall mention in the following account of the kingdom 
of Chili. 


CHAP. VIII. — Account of that Part of Chili 'within the jurifdiftion of the Audience 

of Santiago, 

THE kingdom of Chili extends from the frontiers of Peru to the ftreights of Ma- 
gellan, the diftance being five hundred and thirty leagues. Thefe two kingdoms, as 1 
have, mentioned in another place, arc feparated by the defart of Atacamo, which extends 
eighty leagues between the province of the fame name, being the lalt of Peru, and the 
valley of Copoyapu, now corruptly called Copiapo, the firll in Chili, and in every 
particular refembles the defart of Scctura. Eaftward, feme parts of this kingdom 
terminates on the frontiers of Paraguay, though fome uninhabited deforts intervene ; 
and others border on the government of Buenos Ayres ; though between thefe are 
the Pampas, or extenfive and level plains. Its wefterfl boundary is the fouth-fea, ex- 
tending from twenty-levcii degrees nearly, the latitude of Copiapo, to 53 0 30'. But 
to confine ourfelves to the true extent of this kingdom, as inhabited by the Spaniards, 
it begins at Copiapo, and terminates at the large' ifland of Chiloc, the fouthern ex- 
tremity of which is in-34 0 of fouth latitude ; and its extent from weft to eaft is the 
diftance between the Cordillera, which is here of a ftupendous height, and the coaft 
of the fouth-fea ; that is, about thirty leagues. * 

Parr M f the country which at prefent compofes the kingdom of (Jhili, was fubjeffed 
to the empire of the Yncas by Yupanqui, the tenth emperor; who, incited by the 
inchanting account given of thefe provinces, undertook the conqueft of them ; and 
profecuted the enterprizc with fuch fuccefs, that he fubdued the feveral nations inha- 
biting the valleys of Copoyapu or Copiapo, Coquimpu or Coquimbo, and Chili. But in 
his intended career fouthward, the vifloriuusYnca met with an unlurmountable difficulty 
from the Purumauco Indians, and other nations, whom the rapidity of his conquelts 
had induced to oppofe him by a general confederacy. Thus he found himfelf under a 
neceffity of defifting, after having carried his arms as fir as the river Mauli, which is 
in the latitude of 34° 3 cf. 

vf : After the Spaniards had undertaken a detfeent in Peru, and made themfelvcs mafters 
of its feveral provinces, the Marfiial Don Diego de xrimagro was commiilioned for the 
conqueft of Chili. Accordingly he marched from Cufoo at the beginning of the 
year 1535, and after -lofing the greateft part of his Indians, and a confiderable num- 
ber of Spaniards, who pen (lied with cold in palling over the Cordillera Nevadk, he 
arrived at Copiapo, where the Indians, without trying the chance of war, fubmitted. 
Animated with l’uch unexpected pufillanimity, he proceeded to the . ,>nq»eft of other 
nations ; even fuch as never had acknowledged the Yncas. And though he here 
met with a more warlike people, who were determined to fell their liberty dear, he 1 
carried oft the war* profperoufly. But His Majeftv, in confideration of his great fer- 
vices, performed witji fo much hazard, having conferred on Kim the government of a 
territory a hundred leagues in length, fouth of that which ■ belonged to the Marquis 

Don 
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Don Francifco Pizarro, a difference arofe between thefe two great men, with regard 
to the boundaries of their refpeftive governments. Almagro, impatient to take pof- 
feffion, and pretending that the city of Cufco ought to be included in his government, 
the conqueft was fufpended, and he himfelf hattened to that city, where, inftead of 
being inverted with the chief command, he fell a facrifice to th^ jealoufy of Hernando 
Pizarro, who endeavoured to conceal his irregular proceedings under the veil of 
juftice. 

In the year 1541, the conqueft of Chili was again fet on foot, and the Marquis 
Pizarro conferred the command on Pedro do Valdivia, together with the title of general. 
Accordingly he marched into the country, and founded molt of the principal towns 
and villages in it. So that in the year 1548, he was promoted to the government of 
it, by the prefident of Peru. In the profecution of the conqueft of thefe provinces, 
he had many fharp Ikirmilhes with the natives, till at laft, in the year 1553, bravely 
oppoling a general revolt with a very inferior force, he fell, fighting with the greateft: 
intrepidity, at the head of his troops, the greateft part of whom, enraged at lofing fo 
brave a man, chofe to perifh with him, rather than fave themfelves by flight. His 
name, befides the figure it makes in hiftory, is Hill preferved in this country, in the 
town of Valdivia, which he founded. 

The martial genius of the Indians of this kingdom confiderably retarded the reduc- 
tion of it ; and has always been the chief caufe why the Spanifh fettlcments here are 
fo little proportional to the extent, fertility, and riches of the country. Accordingly 
the captain-generalfhip of this vaft kingdom has only four particular governments, and 
eleven jurifdidions ; which are the following : 

Particular governments in the kingdom of Chili : 

I. The major-generalfliip of the III. Valdivia. 

• kingdom of Chili. IV. Chiloe. 

II. Valparaifo. 


Jurifdiftions in the kingdom of Chili : 


I. Santiago. 

II. Rancagua. 

III. Colchagua. 

IV. Chilian. 

V. Aconcagua. 

VI. Melipilla. 


VII. Quillota. 

VIII. Coquimbo. 

IX. Copiapo and Guafco. 

X. Mendoza. 

XI. La Conception, 


I. To the major-generalfliip of the kingdom of Chili, belongs the military govern-* 
ment of the frontier towns and fortreffes. Thefe are Arauco, the ftated refidence of 
the general Santajuana, Puren, Los Angeles, Tucapel, and Yurnbel. It will be here 
neceflary to obferve, that not above five leagues fouth of Conception bay, the fea re- 
ceives a river called Biobio, both the fouth banks and head of which are inhabited by 
wild Indians: and to prevent their incurfions, ftrong forts*have been erefted along the 
banks, and are always well garrifoned and furnifhed with all kinds of military ftores. 
Among thefe on the fouth banks of the river is the fort of Arauco, and the others 
at a proper diftanee eaftward to the mountain of Tucapel. Thus all attempts from 
thefe Indians is precluded, and the Spanifh fettlements protected from their depreda- 
tions. The general is obliged to vifit thefe forts from time to time, carefully infpeft- 
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* *ng into their condition, and, in cafe of neceffity, to haften to thek* relief. During 
his abfence, the commanding officer of each is the captain of the garrifon, which 
ufually confuting both of horfe and foot with their officers, the perfon on whom the 
command devolves is previoufly nominated. This important poft is in the difpofal of 
the prefident, as fuppofed to be beft acquainted with the merits of the feveral compe- 
titors when a vacancy happens ; and that the fafety of his government will induce him 
to prefer the moll deferving. Accordingly, whoever intends to offer himfelf a candidate 
for this poft, fhould folicit to be employed in the frontier fervice, procure a competent* 
knowledge of the ftrdtagfeips of the Indians, and be very attentive to diftjnguiffi him- 
felf on any alarm or encounter. It is indeed expreffed in the royal commiffion, that 
the corregidor of Conception (hall be the military commander-in-chief; and, confe- 
quently, it is to him that the appointment of the general properly belongs ; but this, 
from very powerful reafons, is dilpenled with, the proper difcharge of thefe two polls 
being utterly incompatible ; and the civil and military requifite here very rarely meeting 
in theAame perfon. But when this obftacle does not exift, and the corregidor is one 
of thefe extraordinary perfons, the prefident, agreeably to the royal expreffion, con- 
fers the poft of Maeftre de campo on the corregidor of La Conception. 

II. Valparaifo is the fecond militany government. But the particular account of it, 

I fhall defer for a more proper place. 

III. Valdivia has a military governor nominated by the King. Here is alfo a good 
body of troOps, both for garrifoning the place, and the forts built to defend the entrance 
of the river and harbours in it. Clofe to the river {lands the town, the inhabitants of 
which are chiefly whites or Mcftizos ; but a village forming a kind of fuburb is in- 
habited by friendly Indians. This government has undergone fome viciffitudes in point 
of fuboi dination, being fometimes independent of the prefidents of Chili, and imme- 
diately fubjed to the viceroy of Lima ; and at other times a part of the former. At 
laft, on weighing the difficulties for providing for any fudden exigepce, or 'having a 
watchful eye over its neceffary concerns at fo great a diftance as Lima, it was annexed 
to the jurifdidion of the prefident of Chili, as being nearer at hand to fee that the 
forces are always on a good footing, and confequently in a proper pofture of defence. 

IV. Chiloe ha&a military governor, who refides at Chacao, the principal harbour of 
the ifland, being well fortified and capable of making a good defence. Belides Chacas, 
which has the title of a city, is another place much larger, called Calbuco, where 
refides a corregidor, who is nominated by the prefident of Chili. It has alfo regidores 
and alcaldes chofen annually. Befidee the pariih-chu*ch here, is, a convent ot Fran- 
cifcans, another of the fathers of Mercy, and a college of Jefuits. The iiland is 
every-where well peopled with Spaniards, Meltizos, and Chriftian Indians. 

** The kingdom of Chili has continually a body of regular troops, confiftirig of five 
hundred men, for garrifoning Valparaifo, a fort at Ccr ception, and thofe on the 
frontiers. One half of this body is infantry and the other cavalry. Under the major- 
general who commands in chief, is a ferjeant-major, whofe duty it is to render them 
expert in all the various parts of military exercife ; and that he may more conveniently 
render them ready at their fevjeral evolutions, he refides at the fort of umbal, which 
lies in the center of the others. To thefe alfo belong a commiffary-general of the 
horfe, whofe poft is at Arauco, and in the abfence of the general has the command. 
Thefe troops have alfo a mufter-mafter-general, who refides at Conception. The 
Handing forces of Chili, till the beginning of this century, confided of two thoufand 
men : but the great charge of fupporting l'uch a body of troops occafioned them to 
be reduced to the prefent number. 
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The produce of the revenue-officers at Santiago and Conception, not bong {Sufficient 
to defray the expences of even this fmall body, a remittance of 1 00,000 dollars is 
every year fent from Lima, half in fpecie, and half in clothes, and other goods. But 
fix or eight thoufand is annually deducted out of this fum for repairing the forts of the 
frontiers, and making prefents to the deputies of the Indians who attend at conferences, 
or to fatisfy thofe who complain to the prefident of injuries received. 

Valdivia alfo receives from the treafury of Lima, an annual fupply 'of 70,000 dollars, 
30,000 in fpecie, the value of thirty thoufand in clothes for the foldiers, and 10,000 
in fpecie, wjiich is paid to the King’s officers at Santiago, in border to purchafe flour, 
charqui, graffa, and other neceflaries for the garrifon at Valdivia. Thefe remittances 
are conveyed in Ihips which fail from Valparaifo. 

I. The jurifdi£tion of Santiago we have already obferved to be limited to its boun- 
daries. 

II. Rancagua is a jurifdittion in the country, and owes its name from the inhabitants 
living in fingle houfes, without the appearance of a village, every family in their lonely 
cottage, four, fix, or more leagues from each other. It is not, however, without a kind 
of capital, confifting of about fifty houfes, and between fifty and fixty families, mdft of 
them Meftizos, though there caft is not at all perceivable by their complexion. The 
whole jurifdittion may contain about a thoufand families, Spaniards, Meftizos, and Indians. 

III. Colchagua refembles in every circumftance the former, except its being better 
peopled ; its inhabitants, according to the beft computations, amounting to .fifteen hun- 
dred families. 

IV. Chilan is a fmall place, but has the title of city, the number of families, by an 
accurate calculation, not exceeding two or three hundred, and having few Spaniards 
among them. 

V. Aconcagua is a very fmall place at the foot of the mountains, but the country is 
interfperfbd with a great number of fingle houfes. The valley of the fame name 
is fo delightful, that a town called Phelipe le Real, was built in it in 1741. 

VI. Melipilla made no better figure than the foregoing jurifdi&ions, till the year 
1 742, when a town was erefted in it by the name of St. Jofeph de Longronno. 

VIE, Quillota. The town of this name does not contain above a hundred families ; 
but thofe {battered over the country exceed a thoufand. * 

VIII. Coquimbo, or La Serena, according to Father Feuillee, Hands in 24 J 54' 10'' 
fouth latitude. This was the fecond town built in the kingdom of Chili, in 1544, by 
Pedro de Valdivia, with a view §f fecuring the intercourfe between Peru and Chili, for 
the more convenient fupply of what fuccours might be wanted ; and at the fame rime, 
for fecuring the fidelity of the Indians who lived in that valley. This place is fituated in 
the valley of Coquimbo, from whence it received its original name ; but Valdivia gave 
it that of Le Serena, from an affe&ion to the province of that name in Spain, and 
of which he was a native. It ftands about a quarter of a league from the coaft of the 
South Sea in a moil delightful fituation, having an extenfive profpebt of the fea, the 
river, and the country, which prefents the fight with a charming variety of fields of 
different kinds of grain, and woods of a lively verdure. ( 

This town is of ltfelf large, but not proportionally peopled ; the number of famili es 
not amounting to above four or five hundred, confifting of Spaniards, Meftizos, and a 
few Indians. The ftreets are ftraight and of a convenient breadth, fome of which lying 
north and fouth, and others interfering from eaft to weft, the town eonfifts* of fquares 
of buildings, .like Santiago,, and other places of note in this part of America. The 
houfes are all of mud walls, and covered with leaves ; but none are without a large 
garden, well planted with fruit-trees and efculent vegetables, both thofe of America 
10 and 
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and Spain ; for the climate is happily adapted to a variety of both jdnds, the heats 
not being exceffive, nor the colds fevere ; fo that both in the fertility of the earth, and 
the cheerful appearance of the country, the whole year wears an afpe£l of one perpe- 
tual fpring. The ftreets, though regular and convenient as above-mentioned, are 
not entirely formed by the houfes, parts of the intervals between the feveral fq uar es 
being filled up with gardens ; and mod of them have fo charming an appearance, as to 
atone for the mead afpett of the houfes. 

fiefides parilh-churches, here is a Frtmcifcan, a Dominican, and an Auguftine con- 
vent ; one belonging to the fathers of Mercy, another to St. Juan de Dios ; and a college 
of Jefuits. The churches of thefe religious fraternities are large and decent. Tne 
parifh-church occupies part of one fide of the great fquare ; and oppofite is the town- 
houfe, where the alcaldes and regidores meet, who with the corregidor form the 
corporation. 

On the north fide of Coquimbo runs the river, after flowing in various meanders 
through the whole valley of the fame name ; and by canals cut from it, furnifhes the 
town with water, one great ufe of which is to preferve the beauty of their gardens. 

IX". Copiapo is about twelve leagues from the fea-coaft, very irregularly built, but 
contains between three and four hundred families. The fea-port neareft to it is that 
known by the fame name. There is indeed another port in this jurifdidion j but it lies 
thirty leagues farther to the fouth, and confifts only of a fpw huts. 

X. Mendofa. The town of this name is fituated on the eaftern fide of the Cordillera, 
at the diftance of about fifty leagues from Santiago. It Hands on a plain, and is 
decorated with gardens in the fame manner as Coquimbo, and the place being well 
fupplied with water by means of canals, no care is wanting to keep them in their 
greateft beauty. The town confifts of about an hundred families, half Spaniards or 
whites, and the other half calls. It has befides a decept parifh-church, a Francifcan, 
Dominican, and Auguftine convent, together with a college of Jefuits. This jurif- 
di&ion L-' alfo two other towns, that of St. Juan de la Frontera, likewife to the eaft- 
ward of the Cordillera, and about thirty leagues north of Mendoza, and St. Luis de 
Loyala, about fifty leagues eaftward of Mendoza. The latter however is mean and 
fmall, not containing above twenty-five houfes, and fifty or fixty families, Spanifh 
and calls ; though many more are fcattered up and down the neighbouring country. 
In fuch a fmall place it is fomething remarkable to fee a parilh-church, a Dominican 
convent, and a college of Jefuits. Here the prefidents of Chili are received as 
governors of it, in their way to Chili from Buenos Ayres, this being the firft place in 
their government on that fide. The town of St. Juan de,la Frontera is, in every refpeft, 
equal to Mendoza itfelf. 

' XI. The jurifdi&ion of Conception is the laft ; but having already given an account 
of it, I Ihall proceed to confider the commerce carried on by the kingdom of Chili 
with Peru, Buenos Ayres, Paraguay, and its own towns ; and fubjoin an account of 
that carried on with the wild Indians bordering on it, with the manner of maintaining a 
harmony with thefe favage people. In the mean time I Ihall conclude this chapter 
with obferving, that the corregidors of the whole jurifdittion are nonv ted by the 
King, except thofe of Rancagua, Melipilla, and Quillota, who are appointed by the 
prendent of Chili. This is indeed the ode of all the others, when a corregidor happens 
to die, before a perfon is nominated to fucceed him *, but the office of thefe corregidors 
bong only for five years, the prolongation mult be by His Majefty’s exprefs order. 
The inhabitants are formed into companies of militia, and §very one knows the place 
of arms to which he is to repair on any alarm. Thus to Valparaifo belongs the corn* 
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panies of militia of Santiago, Quillota, Melipilla, Aconcagua, and Rancagua ; and 
thefe in all amount to between two or three thoufand men, and are formed into troops 
and companies. Rancagua, when .Santiago and Colchagua are threatened, is alfo 
to fend fuccours thither ; and the fame duty lies on Chilian with regard to Conception. 
In thefe cafes notice is conveyed with fuch difpatch,' that they are fpeedily at their 
rendezvous, all they have to do, being to mount their horfes and repair to their 
Itation with the ufual pace ufed in that count-ty, which is always a gallop ; and thus 
the militia of this country may be laid to t itle port: to the parts where danger calls 
them. * 


CHAP. IX. — Commerce of Chili. — Methods ufed to keep up a good Harmony with the 

wild Indians. 

IN my defeription of the city of Conception, l mentioned the inchanting beauties of 
the neighbouring countries ; and the exuberant returns of nature for the hufbandman’s 
toil. The like profufion of natural productions is feen all over this kingdom* Its 
plains, eminences, valleys, in fhort the whole country to the fmalleit portion of 
ground, is an objeCl of admiration. Every particle of earth in this amazing fertility 
feems transformed in feed. The country round Santiago, as it is not inferior in plea- 
fantnefs and fertility to that of Conception, fo alfo from the great affinity to the 
climates, its products are nearly the fame. Accordingly fome farmers wholly apply 
themfelves to corn, others to fattening of cattle ; fome confine thcmfelves to the breed- 
ing of horfes, and others to the’ culture of vines and fruit-trees. The firit find their 
account in plentiful harvefts of wheat, barley, and particularly in hemp, which thrives 
here furprifingly, and furpaflps thofe of the former. The fecond, at their large 
"daughters, have great quantities of tallow, grafla, charqui, and foie leather tanned. 
Of the goat-fkins is made Cordovan leather ; fome tallow is alfo procured from thofe 
creatures. Wines are made here of feveral forts, and though not fer excellent as 
thofe of Conception, they are very palatable and of a good body ; brandy is alfo 
diftiked from them. Thefe are the principal articles of the active commerce of this king- 
dom with Peru, which it fupplies with *wheat, tallow, and cordage ; and by the moft 
careful eftimate, the quantity of wheat fent annually from Santiago to Callao, amounts 
to 140,000 Tancgas, each weighing one hundred and fifty-fix pounds ; about eight 
thoufand quintals of cordage ; and between fixteen and twenty thoufand quintals of 
tallow : befides foie leather, nuts, filberts, figs, pears, and apples ; grafla, charqui, 
and neat tongues : the three laft being no inconfidcrable articles. 

The more northern parts of the kingdom, as Coquimbo, produce olives, the oil of 
which is preferable to that of many parts of Peru ; but being a natural commodity of 
that kingdom, and confequently not an article of exportation, is confumed at home. 
The country about Santiago, likewife, produces good olives ; but in no great quantity, 
the genius of the inhabitants having not hitherto led them to make large plantations of 
thofe trees. 

Befides the commerce carried on with Peru in proVifions, there is that of metals, 
this kingdom abounding in mines of all kinds, but principally of gold and copper* 
which we fhall briefly confider. 

The moft famous gold-mine known in Chili, is called Petorca’, and lies*in a country 
ea&#f Santiago^ This gold was formerly highly efteemed, and found in. great plenty ; 

on account of a whitifh tinge, the value of it is coniiderably diininifhed. 
‘ 12 This 
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This mine, for the length of time it lias been worked, is equal to the molt celebrated 
in Peru. 

In the country of Yapel, which is* fituated in the fame quarter, but farther to the 
northward along the Cordillera, are alfo rich gold-mines, and the metal twenty-three 
carats fine. In 1710, in the mountains of Lumpanqui near the Cordillera, were dif- 
covered mines of gold, filver, copper, lead, tin, and iron, the gold between twenty- 
one and twenty-two carats fine ; but the working, from the hardnefs of the Hone, 
where, according to the miner’s phrafe, “ the metal arms,” was very difficult and 
laborious. T his inconvenience does not however occur in the mountain Llaoin, where 
the ftone is foft, and not lefs rich in metal, equal in finenefs to the former. Befides 
thefe, there are other gold-mines, worked with good fuccefs at Tiltil, near Santiago. 

Betwixt Quillota and Valparaifo, in a part called Ligua, is a very rich gdld-mine, 
and the metal greatly eftcenicd. Coquimbo, Capiapo, and Guafco, have alfo gold- 
mines, and the metal found in the two laft, is, by way of pre-eminence, called Oro 
Capote, being the molt valuable of any yet difeovered. Another kind of mines of the 
larjie metal has alfo been found in this kingdom ; but thefe were exhaufted almoft as 
foon as they were opdhed. Mines of this kind are very common, as well as another 
kind called Lavaderos % molt of which are between Valparaifo and Las Pennuelas, and 
about a league from the former. Some of them arc alfo found at Yapel, on the fron- 
tiers of the wild Indians, and near Conception. Thefe, together with the others known 
in this kingdom, yield gold-dult. Sometimes, indeed, lumps of gold «©f confiderablc 
magnitude are found ; and the hopes of difeovering thefe, animate many to work the 
mines. 

All the gold thus collected in Chili is brought up in the country, and font to Lima to 
be coined, there being no mint in Chili ; and, by the accounts conftantly taken, it 
amounts, one year with another, to fix hundred tkoufand dollars ; but that clandef- 
tinely fent by way of the Cordillera is laid to be nearly four hundred thoufhnd. Con- 
fequetuiy, the whole mud be at leaft a million. In the countries of Coquimbo and 
Guafco, mines of all kinds of metals are fo very common, that the whole earth feems 
wholly compofed of minerals ; and it is here thofe of copper are worked, and from 
them all Peru and the kingdom of Chili are furnilhed with that metal. Btft though 
this copper exceeds every thing of the kind hitherto known, the mines are worked 
with great caution, and' no more metal extracted than is fufficient to anfwer the ufual 
demand ; and other mines, though known to be equally rich, are left untouched. 

In exchange for the grain, fruits, provifions, and metals, which Chili fends to Peru, 
it receives iron, cloth, and linen made at Quito, hats, bays, though not many of the 
latter, there being manufactures of the fame kind at Chili, fugar, cacao, fweetmeats, 
pickles, tobacco, oil, earthenware, and all kinds o f European goods. A fmall com- 
merce is alfo carried on between the kingdom of Chili, Paraguay, and Buenos Ayres, 
of which the latter is the ftaple. The products of Paraguay, which indeed confift only 
in its herb and wax, are carried thither, then forwarded to Chili, whence, the herb is 
exported to Peru. Large quantities of tallow are alfo fent to Mendoza for making of 
foap. In exchange for thefe commodities, Chili fends to Buenos Ay . linen and wool- 
len fluffs, fome of which are imported from Peru, and others manufactured in the 
country : alfo ponchos, fugar, fnuff, wine, and brandy, the two laft the traders chiefly 

* • ...» 

* Thefe Lavaderos are pits dug in the angles of ravines or trenches made by rain, and in which it is ima- 
gined there may be gbld, and, in order to difeover the metal, a ftream of water is turned through it, and 
the earth briftly fpread, that the gold may be carried down with the current, and depofited in the pits. 

buy 
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buy St San Juan, as mod convenient for transportation. During the alliento for negroes, 
they are ufually brought to Chili from the fa&ory at Buenos Ayres, the way of Peru 
being attended with great inconveniences ; as in fheir journey from Panama, they take 
an opportunity of concealing themfelves among the farm-houfes ; fo that, what with 
ihe great expence, and the numbers who die during their long rout, by the variety of 
climates, their purchafe mud confequently be very high. 

The home-commerce of Chili, or that carried < on within itfelf, chiefly confifts in the 
provifions fent to Valdivia to the amount of ten thoufand dollars, which, as the de- 
ducted part of its remittance, are fent from Lima to Santiago for that purpofc. Valdi- 
via fumifhes the reft of the places with cedar. Chiloe purchafcs from the other parts 
brandy, ,^vine, honey, fugar, the Paraguay herb, fait, and Guinea-pepper ; and returns 
to Valparaifo and Conception feveral kinds of fine wood, in which the ifland abounds ; 
alfo woollen fluffs of the country-inanufaCture, made into ponchos, cloaks, quilts, and 
the like ; together with hams, which, from the particular delicacy of the flavour, are 
in great requeft even in Peru, and dried pilchards, the bay and coaft of that ifland be- 
ing the only places in the South Sea where the fifh are caught. 

Coquimbo fends copper to Valparaifo ; for, though all parts ^of the Cordillera, to- 
wards Santiago and Conception, abound in mines of that metal, and particulaily a place 
called Payen, where feveral were formerly worked, and where mafies of fifty or a hun- 
dred quintals of pure copper have been found, yet as thefe mines are now no longer 
worked, the vflhole country is under a neceffity of receiving their copper from the Co- 
quimbo and Guafco mines ; fending thither in exchange cordovan leather and foap, 
made at Mendoza, from whence it is carried to Santiago, and thence fold to different 
parts of the kingdom. 

Having thus confidered the trade of Chili in both particulars, I fhall next proceed 
to mention that carried on with tht wild Indians, and this confifts in felling them hard- 
ware, as bits, fpors, and edge tools ; alfo toys, and fome wine. All this is done by bar- 
ter ; for, though the countries they inhabit are not deftitute of gold, the Indians can- 
not be prevailed upon to open the mines ; fo that the returns confift in ponefios, hom- 
ed cattle, horfes of their own breeding, and Indian children of both fexes, which are 
fold even by their own parents for fuch trifles; and this paiticular kind of traffic they 
call Refcatar, ranfoming. But no Spaniard of any character will be concerned in fuch 
barbarous exchanges, being carried on only by the guafos, and the meaneft clafs of 
Spaniards fettled in Chili. Thefe boldly venture into the parts inhabited by the Indians, 
and addrefs themfelves to the heads of the feveral families. ' 

The Indians of Arauco, and thofe parts, are not governed by caciques, or Curacas, 
like thofe of Peru, the only fubordination known among them being with regard to 
age, fo that the oldeft perfon of the family is refpetted as its governor. The Spaniard 
begins his negociation with offering the chief of the family a cup of his wine. After 
this he difplays his wares, that the Indian may make choice of what belt pleafes him ; 
mentioning,* at the fame time, the return he experts. If they agree, the Spaniard 
makes him a prefent of a little wine ; and the Indian chief informs the community that 
they are at liberty to trade with that Spaniard as his friends Relying on this protec- 
tion, the Spaniard goes from hut to hut, recommending himfelf at firft by giving the 
head of every family a tafte of his wine. After this they enter upon bufinefs, and the 
Indian having taken what he wanted, the trader goes away without receiving apy equi- 
valent at that time, and vifits the other huts, as they lie difperfed all over the country, 
till he has dupofed of his ftock.. He then returns to the cottage of the chief, calling 
on his cuftomer$ in his way, and acquainting them that he is on his return home. 

Upon 
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Upon this fummons, not one fails of bringing him to the chief’s hut what had been 
agreed on. Here they take their leave of him, with all the appearance of a fincere 
friendlhip, and the chief even orders fome Indians to cfcort him to the frontiers, and 
aflift him in driving the cattle he has received in exchange for his goods. 

Formerly, and even till the year 1724, thefe traders carried large quantities of wine, 
of which, as well as of all other inebriating liquors, the Indians are immoderately fond ; 
but on account 0* the tumults and wars that arofe from the intemperate ufe of fpiritu- 
ous liquors, this branch of trade has been fuppreffed, and no more wine allowed to be 
carried into the Indian territories than what fhall be judged neceffary to give the mailers 
of families a cup by way Jf compliment, and a very fmall quantity for trading. The 
happy effefls of this prohibition are felt on both lidcs ; the Spaniards live in farety, and 
the Indians in peace and tranquillity. They are very fair dealers, never recedittg from 
what has been agreed on, and punctual in their payments. It is indeed furpri/ing, 
that a whole people, who are ahnoft ftrangers to government, and favage in their man- 
ners, Ihould, amidll the uncontrouled gratification of the molt enormous vices, have 
fo delicate a fenfe of juftice, as to obferve it in the moll irreproachable manner in their 
dealings.. , 

All the Indians of Arauco, Tucapel, and others inhabiting the more fouthern parts 
of the banks of the river Biobio, and alfo thofe who live near the Cordillera, have 
hitherto fruftrated all attempts made for reducing them under the Spanilh government. 
For in this boundlefs country, as it may be called, when ftrongly pufhed, they abandon 
their huts, and retire into the more dinant parts of the kingdom, where, being joined 
by other nations, they return in fuch numbers, that all refiftance would be temerity, 
and again take pofleftion of their former habitations'. Thus Chili has always been ex- 
pofed tQ their infults : and, if a very few only call for war againfl the Spaniards, the 
flame immediately fpreads, and their meafures arc takgn with fuch fecrecy, that the firfl 
declatation of it is, the murder of thofe who happen to be among them, and the ra- 
vages of the neighbouring villages. Their full ftep, \\ hen a war is agreed on, is, to 
give notice to the nations for affembling ; and this they call Correa la Fletcha, to (hoot 
the dart, the fummons being fent from village to village with the utmoft filence and 
rapidity. In thefe notices they fpecify the night when the irruption is to be made, and, 
though advice of it is fent to the Indians who refide in the Spanilh territories, nothing 
tranfpires : nor is there a fingle inftance, among all the Indians that have been taken 
up on fufpicion, that one ever made any difeovery. And as no great armaments are 
necefiary in this kind of war, their defigns continue impenetrable till the terrible exe- 
cutions withdraw the veil. 

The Indians of the fe\oral nations being afiemblcd, a general is cLofen, with the 
title of Toqui ; and when the night fixed on for executing their defigns arrives, the 
Indians who live among the Spaniards rife and mafiacrc them. After which, they di- 
vide themfelves into fmall parties, and deftroy the feats, farm-houfes, and villages, 
murdering all without the leaft regard to youth or age. Thefe parties afterwards unite, 
and, in a body, attack the larger fettlements of the Spaniards, befiege the forts, and 
commit every kind of hoftilityj and their vaft numbers, rather than ny difeipline, 
have enabled them, on feveral occafions, to carry on their enterprises with fuccefs, 
notwithftanding all the meafures taken by the Spanilh government to prevent them. 
For though multitudes of them fall on thefe occafions, their army continually receives 
larger reinforcements. If at any time the Spaniards gain the fuperiority, the Indians 
retire to the diftance of feveral leagues, where, after concealing themfelves a few days, 
they fuddenly fall oh a different part from that where they were encamped, endeavour- 
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ing to carry the place by a fudden affault, unlefs the commandant’s vigilance h^s pro- 
vided againft any fudden furprife ; when, by the advantage of the Spaniffi difcipUne, 
they are generally repulfed with great (laughter. * < 

Thefe Indian wars againft the Spaniards ufually continue fome years, being of little 
detriment to the Indians $ for mod of their occupations, which confift in the culture 
of a fmall fpot of ground, and weaving ponchos and cloaks for apparel? are carried on 
by the women. Their huts are built in a day or two, and their food tonfifts of roots, 
maize, and other grain. War, therefore, is no' impediment or lofs to them ; indeed, 
they rather confider it as a defirable occupation, their houiyj, at other times, being 
fpent in idlenefs or caroufals, in which they drink chica,* a liquor common among 
them, and made from apples. 

The firft advances towards a treaty of peace with thefe Indians are generally made 
by the Spaniards ; and as foon as the propofals are agreed to, a congrefs is held, at 
which the gbvernor, major-general of Chili, and the principal officers, the bilhop of 
Conception, and other perfons of eminence affift. On the part of the Indians the toqui, 
or generaliffimo, and the captains of his army, as reprefentatives of the communities, 
repair to the congrtis. The lad inroad made by thefe favage enemies was in -the year 
1720, during the government of Don Gabriel Cano, lieutenant-general of His Majefty’s 
forces, who managed the war againft them with fuch vigour and addrefs, that they were 
obliged to folicit a peace ; and their preliminaries were fo fubmiffive, that at a congrefs 
held in 1724, the peace was concluded, whereby they were left in poffeffion of all the 
country fouth of the river Biobio ; and the Capitaines dc Paz were fuppreffed. Thefe 
were Spaniards refiding in the villages of the converted Indians, and by their exactions 
had been the principal caufe of the revolt. 

Befides the congreffes held with thefe Indians, for concluding a treaty of peaco, others 
are held on the arrival of a new prefident, and the fame ceremonies obferved in both ; 
fo that an account of the one will be fufficient to give a juft idea of the other. 

On the holding a congrefs, the prefident fends notice to the frontier Indians of the 
day and place, whither he repairs with the above-mentioned perfons ; and on the part 
of the Indians, the heads of their feveral communities ; and both, for the greater fplen- 
dor of the interview, are accompanied by an efcort confiding of a certain number pre- 
vioufly agreed on. The prefident arid his company lodge in tents, and the Indians 
encamp at a fmall diftance. The elders or chiefs of the neighbouring nations pay the 
firft vifit to the prefident, who receives them very courteoully, drinks their healths in 
wine, and himfelf gives them the glafs to do the like. This politenefs, with which they 
are highly plcafed, is fucceeded by a prefent of knives, fciflars, and different forts of 
toys, on which they place the grcateft value. The treaty of "peace is then brought on 
the carpet, and the manner of obferving the feveral articles is fettled : after which they 
return to their camp, and the prefident returns the vifit, carrying with hkn a quantity 
of wine fufficient for a moderate regale. 

Now all. the chiefs of the other communities, who were not prefent at the firft vifit, 
go in a body to pay their refpetfts to the prefident. At the rifing of the congrefs, the 
prefident makes each a fmall prefent of wine, which the Indians liberally return* in 
calves, oxen, horfes, and fowls. After thefe reciprocal t6kens of fricndfhip, both par- 
ties return to their refpe&ive habitations. 

In order to gain more effe&ually the hearts of thefe Indians, who, though in our 
efteem wretchedly poor, conceal the moft ftubbom pride, which Can only be foftened 
by compliments and favours, it is a maxim with the prefidents to admit to their table 
thofe who .are apparently of the beft difpofitions, and during the three or four days of 

the 
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the congrefs,negle£ts no means of ingratiating hirafelf with the whole body. On thefe 
occafions a kind of fair is held at bojh camps, great numbers of Spaniards repairing 
thither with fuch goods as they know will pleafe the Indians, who alfo come with their 
ponchos and cattle. Both parties deal by exchange, and never fail of felling their whole 
Hocks ; and of obferving in their dealings the moft exact candour and regularity, as a 
fpecimen in which all future commerce is to be conduced. 

Though thefe Indians have (hewn fuch a determined averfion to fubmitting to the 
Spaniih monarchy their behaviour has been very different to the miffionaries, whom 
they voluntarily permitted. to come among them; and many have„even (hewed the 
greateft joy at being baptized. But it is extremely difficult to prevail on them to quit 
their free manner of living ; which being productive of vice and favagenefs, prepoffeffes 
the mind againft the precepts of the Chriftian religion. Before the war of the year 1723, 
the miffionaries, by their indefatigable zeal, had formed feveral villages, hoping by that 
means to induce their converts to prattife the doCtrines of the Chriftian faith. Thefe 
villages were called St. Chriftopher, Santa Fe, Santa Juana, St. Pedro, and La Mocha, 
all of them bang under the infpe&ion of the Jefuits. The chaplams alfo of the forts 
on the frontiers had an additional falary for inftrufting a certain number of Indians. 
But on that general infurre&ion, their innate favagenefs returned, all thefe converts 
abandoned the miffionaries, and joined their countrymen. On the re-eftabliihment of the 
peace, they again folicited the miffionaries to come among them ; and fome communities 
have been lince formed ; but they are far ffiort of their former promifing ftate, it being 
very difficult to bring even this finall number to embrace a focial life. 

Amidft all the fanguinary rage of thefe Indians in their hoftilities againft the Spaniards, 
they generally fpare the white women, carrying them to their huts, and ufmg them as 
their own. And hence it is, that many Indians of thofe nations have the complexions 
of the Spaniards born in that country. In time of peace many of them come into the 
Spaniih territories, hiring themfelves for a certain time to work at the farm houfes, and 
at the expiration of the term return home, after laying out their wages in the purchafe 
of fuch goods as are valued in their country. All of them, both men and women, wear 
the poncho and manta, which they weave from wool, and though it cannot be properly 
called a drefs, it is abundantly fufticient for decency ; whereas the Indians at a greater 
diftance from the Spaniih frontiers, as thofe who inhabit the countries fouth of Valdivia, 
and the Chonos who live on the continent near Chiloe, ufe no fort of apparel*. The 
Indians of Arauco, Tucapel, and other tribes near the river Biobio, take great delight 
in riding, and their armies have fome bodies of horfe. Their weapons are large fpears, 
javelins, &c. in the ufe of. which they are very dextrous. 


CHAP. X. — Voyage from Conception to the IJland of Juan Fernandes ; and from thence 

to Valparaifo. 

THE Ihips being come to an anchor in the port of Talcaguana, w< t.-aited on Don 
Pedro de Mendinueta, at the city of Conception, who informed us that the commodore 
Don Jofeph Pizarro, together with the land and fea officers, were arrived at Santiago, 
and that he intended to fet out for Valparaifo, m order to hoift his Hag on board the 
Efperanza,* and take*upon him the command of that fquadron : on receiving this inteL 

• 

* Thefe Indians now drefs like the former. A. 
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ligedbe, and having no orders to continue at Conception* we put to fea on the fixth of 
February,' and fleering for the place of our deftination, made, on the 20th, the iiland De 
Tierra de Juan Fernandes, and at half an hour after ten, as we were plying to windward 
along the coafl, and Handing towards the ifland which then bore two leagues weft from 
us, we faw on the top of one of the mountains a bright light, which furprifed us the 
more, as on the following day we faw no traces of any fhip’s being in {he port fince we 
left it. I had a clear view of it from the inftant it began, and obferved that at firft it 
was very fmall, and increafed, fo as to form a flame like that of a flambeau. The full 
vigour of its light lafted about three or four minutes, when, if dimimfhed in the fame 
gradual manner it had increafed. It did not appear again all the next night, nor had 
we during the whole time we were at anchor in the port, any view of fuch a phenome- 
non. We fent fome of our people on fhore to examine all the mountains, and other 
parts of the ifland, and they fpent feveral nights on that and the adjacent mountains, 
but could not difcover the leaft veftige of any fire. As I knew the ifland to be abfo- 
lutely deftitute, the fanguine colour of the flame inclined me to think there might be 
fome volcano ; but having never feen any thing of the kind before, nor heard from 
others that there was ever any eruption, I was far from being tenacious of my opinion. 
We had indeed all our conjectures ; but the difficulty was not cleared up till my fifth 
and laft voyage to this ifland, when Don Jofeph Pizarro fent fome people on fhore to 
t yke an accurate furvey of this place, and the ground was found to be burnt, full of 
fiffures and hot, which verified my firft opinion of a volcano. 

On the 21ft, after coafting along this ifland, we continued our courfe for Valparaifo, 
where our little fquadron came to an anchor on the 24th, and were the more pleafed, as 
we found there the prefident of Santiago, Don Jofeph Manfo, and our commodore ; 
and in the harbour, befides the Callao fleet, three French fhips, called the Louis Eraf- 
me, Notre Dame de la Delivrance, and the Lys, which had been freighted by four 
merchants as regifter fhips ; and Valparaifo was the firft port they had touched at, for 
vending their cargoes. 

From feveral obfervations made in this harbour by Don George Juan, in the laft voy- 
age of 1744, its latitude appears to be 33° 02' 36" 30'", and Father Feuillde fettled its 
its longitude at 304° ir 45" from the meridian of TenerifF. This town was at firft 
very mean, confifting only of a few warehoufes built by the inhabitants of Santiago for 
laying up their goods till fhipped off for Callao, the harbour of Valparaifo being the 
neareft port to that city, from which it is only twenty leagues diftant, though the na- 
tives will have it to be more. The only inhabitants at that time were the few fervants 
left by their refpedive mailers for taking care of the warehouses, and managing their 
mercantile affairs. But in procefs of time, the merchants themfelves, together with 
feveral other families, removed from Santiago, in order to be more conveniently fitu- 
ated for trade ; fince which it has gradually increafed, fo that at prefent it is both large 
and populous ; and would be ftill larger were it not for its inconvenient fituation. Hand- 
ing fo near the foot of a mountain, that a great part of the houfes are built on its accli- 
vity, or in its breaches. The broad eft and moll convenient part is that along the coafl, 
but this is very unpleafant in winter, being fo expofed .to the north winds, that the 
waves beat againft the walls of the houfes, fome of which are built of unburnt bricks, 
fome of chalk and pebbles, and others of bajareques. 

Valparaifo, befides its parifh-church, has a convent of Francifcans, and another of 
Auguftines ; but very few religious, and the churches belonging to them fmall and 
mean. It is inhabited by families of Spaniards, and Calls, bom Mulattoes and Mefti- 
zos. In its neighbourhood are feveral villages, and the great number of fiarm-houfes 
10 give 
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give the country a cheerful appearance. Here is a military governor nominated Ige the 
King, who having the command of the garrifons in the feveral ports, and of the uulitia 
of the place and its dependencies, is fo take care that they are properly difdplined. 

The proximity of this port . to Santiago has drawn hither all the commerce formerly 
carried on at that city. To this it owes its foundation, increafe, and prefent proiperity. 
At prefent all the Callao fhipfe whichf carry on the commerce between the two kingdoms 
come hither. The cargoes they bring are indeed but fmall, confifting only of the goods 
already mentioned, as no; produced in Chili. But in this port they take in wheat, tallow, 
cordovan leather, cordage* and dried fruits, and with thele return to Callao ; and a fhip 
has been known to make three voyages in one funimer, namely, between November and 
June, during which interval the droves of mules and carriages from all the farm-houles 
in thejurifdiftion of Santiago bring frefh fupplies to the warehoufes, that trade is carried 
on both by land and fea. The mailers of Ihips, who generally refide at Lima or Callao, 
enter into partnerlhip with the landed gentlemen of Chili, that the cargo of every fhip 
generally belongs in part to the mailer ; though fome ihips are freighted, and, if the 
loading be wheat, greatly augments its value ; for the fanega cofts here only ten or 
twelve rials, or two dollars, and the freight is from twelve rials to two piallers. An- 
other circumftance which raifes the price of wheat at Callao, where it is fold for twenty- 
four or thirty rials, is, that the fanega is there only five arobas and five pounds, whereas 
at Chili the fanega is fix arobas and fix pounds. 

This commerce being carried on only in funimer, that feafon may be termed the fair 
of Valparaifo ; but on the approach of winter the place becomes as remarkably defolate, 
the crowd of traders repairing to Santiago, thofe only continuing at Valparaifo who can- 
not afford to remove. 

Valparaifo is abundantly fupplied with provifions from Santiago, and other places in 
its neighbourhood ; but Ihips do not victual here fo cheap as at Conception. The fruits 
cannot be viewed without admiration, both with regard to their beauty and fize, parti- 
cularly a fo/t of apples called Quillota, being brought from that place ; they prodigioufly 
exceed the largeft in Spain, and, befides their exquifite flavour, are fo lufcious that they 
melt in the mouth. # , 

Among the feveral kinds of game, there, is here fuch a plenty of partridges in their 
feafon, which begins at March and lafts feveral fucceeding months, that the Santiago 
muleteers knock them down with flicks without going out of the road, and bring great 
numbers of them to Valparaifo. But few of thefe or any other birds are feen near the 
town. It is the fame thing with regard to fifh*, very little being to be caught either in 
the harbour or along coaft, in comparifon of what may be taken in ihe other parts. 

The coaft of Valparaifo forms a bay, lying north-eaft and fouth-weft, three leagues in 
length, and having two capes, called Concon, and Valparaifo. In the fouth-weft part 
of this bay is the harbour, of a convenient fize, and running above a league farther up 
the country. The bottom is a firm tenacious mud. At the diftance of a cage’s length 
and a half from the fhore, is from fourteen to fixteen fathom water, which increases in 
depth proportional to the diftance, that at the diftance of half a league there is thirty-fix 
or forty fathom. The harbour is every-where free from rocks and foals, except to 
the north-eaft of the breach De los Angeles, where, about a cable’s length or two from the 
land is a rock, which muft be the more carefully avoided, as it never appears above water, * 
tout fomethnes has not a depth fufficient for a fhip of any burden to pals over it. The 

* They take their fifti by (hooting a barbed arrow into them, which has a long Jjght (haft, that fuffers 
the filh not to fink after it is wounded* A. 
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coa^jfe into this harbour is to keep near the point of Valparaifo, within a quarter of a 
league from the (here, where there is twenty, eighteen, and fixteen fathoms water. 
After getting round the point, you muft ftand r/earer to the ihore, in order to avoid a 
bank which lies thereabouts; not that it can be attended with any danger ; for the fide 
of it is fo bold, that if the ihip ihould touch it little damage could enfue. This bank is 
always above water, and there is a neceffity for palling fd near it, in .order to keep to 
windward, as otherwife it would be difficult to fetch the harbour. Regard muft alfo 
be had to the time proper for entering the port of Valparaifo ; for it is by no means 
proper to attempt it in the morning, as the wind, though blowing frelh without, does 
not then extend fo far into the bay, and thus the Ihip, by having very little way, and 
confequently not anfwering her helm, might drive upon the bank ; and to let go your 
anchor in fifty fathom water, which is the depth clofe to the fand, will be very incon- 
venient. The common method, therefore, is to keep in the offing till about noon, or 
fomething after, when the wind ufually continues to the bottom of the harbour, and 
then, by obferving the above-mentioned rules, the Ihip will fell into her ftation without 
any difficulty ; or you may run into the bay, and there come to an anchor till theday 
following, and then weigh early and go in with the land-breeze, here called Concon, as 
blowing from that point ; and this breeze may be • depended on every day at a certain 
hour, except during the time of the north winds, which caufe fome alteration in it. 

The fafeft method of mooring fhips is lying one anchor on the Ihore towards the fouth- 
fouth-weft, and another in the channel towards the north-north-weft. The former muft 
be well fecured, as the refource againft the fouth and fouth-weft: winds ; for though they 
come over the land, they are often fo violent, and the ihore of the harbour fo doping, 
that the ihips would otherwife drive. 

As foon as the north winds fet in, which happens in the months of April and May, the 
veffels in the harbour are expofed to their whole violence, which alfo caufes a very high 
fea. In this exigence, the whole fecurity of the ihips depends on the anchor and cable to- 
wards the north-north-eaft, it will therefore be very proper to lay another in the fame direc- 
tion ; for if it ihould give way, it would be impoffible to hinder the ihip from ftriking on 
the rocks near the ihore. The only favourable circumftance here is, that the bottom 
being very firm, and rifing towards the ihore, the anchor has good hold, and confe- 
quently the whole depends on the ftrength of the cable. 

CHAP. XI. — Voyage from Valparaifo to Callao : — fecond Return to Quito to finifh the 

Obfervations : — third Journey to Lima, in order to return to, Spain by the way of Cape 

Horn. 

THE fervice our fquadron was employed on being that of cruizing in thofe feas, in 
queft of jhe enemy as long as it ihould be thought requifite, the commodore, without 
ftaying any longer than was abfolutely neceffary, came on board, and we immediately 
put to fea, and feveral times vifited the iflands of Juan Fernandes, till the 24th of June 
*743> when we ihaped our courfe for Callao, which port .we entered on the 6th of July. 
The day following the commodore and principal officers went on ihore, and were re- 
ceived by Don Jofeph de Llamas, general of the forces in Peru, and government of 
Callao ; who, on account of the firil employment, refides at Lima, but was come to 
Callao to compliment the commpdore. He attended him to Lima, and introduced him 
■ to the viceroy, who exprefied his great fatisfadion at his fafe arrival after fuch long ex- 
peditions. He was alfo met on the road by the principal perfons of the city. 
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After taking our departure from the iiland De Tierra de Juan Fernandes, we fteqped 
the three firft days north-north-eaft, and north-eaft, one quarter northernly, having freih 
gales at weft, and a heavy fea from the fouth-weft. When we came into the latitude 
of a 8° 30' we fleered north, fix, or feven degrees eafterly, till the third day at nine in 
the morning, when being in the latitude of 1 6° 28' we made the land on the coaftof 
Chala; and the <^ay following, being* the 4th, the ifland of Sangallan, which at noon 
bore eaft-north-eaft diftance fix leagues. We then coafted along the (hore, and on 
the 5th at noon, we faw the ifle of Afia, bearing eaft-north-eaft fix leagues diftant ; 
and on the 6th as before-mentioned, the fquadron came to an anchor at naif an hour 
after one in the afternoon, in Callao harbour. 

Hence it appears, that till we were in the latitude of 28° 30', the wind was at fouth- 
weft, which agrees with my obfervations, mentioned Chap. III. relating to this fea ; 
and if no other circumftance concurred to verify them, it muft be imputed to the feafon 
of the year, it being the beginning of winter when we returned to Callao. But as 
during the firft three days, the ftrength of the wind had driven us near the coaft, fo 
from the latitude we found it farther to the fouth ; between twenty-five and twenty-one, 
began to incline towards the fouth-eaft, and from the latitude of twenty degrees, when 
we found ourfelves near the land, till our arrival at Callao, we had the wiud fouth- 
fouth-eaft, and eaft-fouth-eaft. It was the fame with regard to the fea coming from 
the fouth-weft, for it gradually diminifhed as we approached the coaft ; fo that from 
twenty-five’ degrees it was not at all troublefome, and after we were paft twenty-one 
degrees, became imperceptible. But it was very different with regard to the current, 
which, from the parallel of twenty or twenty-one degrees, we perceived to fet towards 
the north-weft, parallel to the direction of the coaft, and became much more fenfible 
after we had fight of the land, its velocity increafing as latitude decreafed. 

I would recommend two precautions to be ufed in the voyage from Chili to Callao. 
The firft is not to make the land in the bay of Arica, the many eddies of tlie current 
there rendering it very difficult to get again clear of the coaft; which muft be done 
by keeping’ along ffiore ; as by ftanding out to fea, you will be in danger of not 
reaching the harbour ; for the current letting north-weft, on ftanding in for the land, 
you will probably find yourfelf to leeward of the harbour ; in which cafe it will be far 
from eafy to work up again!! the wind and ftrong current. The lecond flows from the 
former, and is to make the land fomewhere between Nafca and Sangallan, as the coaft 
may be then kept at k proper diftance, and the danger of falling to leeward of the 
port avoided ; a misfortune which has happened to many, who have been carried far- 
ther out than they ex'£iv-\sd ; fo that after a long look-out for land, they find themfelves 
on its firft appearance to leeward of their port. 

In winter, efpecially, too much care cannot be taken, as from the continual thick- 
nefs of the atmofphere, obfervations cannot be made fo often as requifite ; fometimes 
not for five or fix days fucceflively ; at the fame time the fight of land is entirely inter- 
cepted by the denfity of the fog. This we experier . for after we were anchored 
in Callao at only a quarter of a league diftant from the land, the people on the fhore 
had no fight of the mips ; and it was owing to our being very near t ! . ' coaft that we 
made the harbour ; for had we been at a diftance, we fhould have been for to leeward, 
when the weather cleared up. 

On the, 25th of June, being the fecond day after our departure from the iiland De 
Tierra de Juan Fernandes, we faw a meteor like that we had before feen at Quito, 
namely, a globe of fire, or large globe of inflammable exhalations. It firft appeared 
in the weft, at half an hour after three in the morning, and moved with great velocity 

for 



ULLOa's VOYAGE to SOUTH AMERICA. 


«94 

A • 

for a confiderable fpace towards the eaft, as if carried by the wind. The light ot 
*thii meteor was fuch, that the watch on the quarter-deck could plainly diftinguilh 
every perfon on the fore-caftle ; and both were hot a little terrified. The phenomenon 
lafted between three and four minutes, and half an hour after we felt two violent (hocks, 
at adj interval of about a minute and a half betwixt them, fo that all apprehended the 
fliip had ftruck on fome Ihoal ; but on reflection, we concluded it ,to be the effeCt of 
an earthquake. « 

The fquadron being fafely arrived at Callao, with the commander-in-chief of the 
South Sea, a title given to Don Jofeph Pizarro, and a fu-fficient number of officers of 
fuch diftinguilhed zeal and experience, that they might well fupply our place without 
detriment to the fervice ; and at the fame time, we being willing to put the finilhing 
hand to our principal work, we alked the viceroy’s leave to return to Quito ; but his 
excellency was defirous that we Ihould firft complete fome particulars he had committed 
to our care. Accordingly we applied ourfelves affiduoufly to our work ; and Don George 
Juan, having finilhed his part firft, left Callao on the 14th of November, propofing 
to make all the neceffary preparatives againft my arrival, that the proper obfervations 
might be made without delay. On the 27th of January 1744, I reached Quito, where 
I found that Don George Juan had, by his extraordinary care, nearly finilhed every 
thing neceffary for the continuation of our work ; and whilft the remainder was per- 
forming, we had an opportunity, in conjunction with M. Godin, the only French 
academician now remaining in this province, of obferving the comet which appeared 
this year. 

Though the comet might have been feen on the 2d and 3d of February, the atmof- 
phere of Quito being fo unfavourable to aftronomical obfervations on account of the 
clouds, it was the 6th before we could obferve it. The comet was then near the weft- 
ern part of the horizon, and * being behind the mountain of Pichincha, its altitude 
concealed it from our fight, fo that we could not obferve it after feven or eight at 
night. On the 6th, at feven in the evening, we found its altitude above, the horizon 
to be fifteen degrees, and its azimuth from the north, feventy-two degrees ; M. Godin 
and Don George Juan judged its nucleus to be oblong, to me it appeared perfectly 
circular ; but we all agreed that it was larger than Jupiter. The tail, which was dif- 
cerned through fome light clouds, feemed to extend two degrees, and to form with 
the vertical circle, an angle of near thirty degrees. 

On the 7th, at eight minutes after feven in the evening, on repeating our obferva- 
tions, we found its altitude to be ii° 1 T, and its azimuth from the north 7 2 0 45'. 
From this fecond obfervation, which we confidered as more .accurate than the former, 
having made proper allowances for refraction, we concluded that the right afeenfion 
of the comet was 33 2 0 50', and that its northern declination was 20° 5'., Whence we 
inferred, that its trajectory was the fame with thatobferved in 1681 by Caflini, and by 
Tycho Brahe in 1 572, and that in all probability, it was the fame ; for though the 
periods do not agree, it might have appeared twice in the firft interval. After this we 
were hindered from profecuting our obfervations by the cloudinefs of the nights ; and 
fome days afterwards we were affured by feveral, that they had feen it in the morning. 

As all the triangles on the north fide from Pambamarca to the place where M, Godin 
had made his fecond aftronomical obfervations were not completed, and the inftrument 
conftruCted for that purpofe kept in readinefs, we made that our. firft talk 7 M. Godin 
not having then gone through them all. After finilhing every thing hgre, we repaired 
on the 22a of March to the obfervatory De Pueblo Viejo de Mira, where, meeting with 

the 
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the fame difficulties from the thicknefs of the atmofphere as we had before expert* 
enced during the whole courfe of our operations, we were obliged to continue there 
till the 2 2d of May, when, being fatisfied with the accuracy of the obfOrvidorismade 
during this long interval, we returned to Quito, with the pleafmg expectation, that 
our perfeverance againft the conftant lifficulties we met with from the clouds was at 
laft come to a period ; and that we fjould now reft from the toils and hardffiipa of 
living on frozen ‘defarts ; a repofe the more pleafmg, as it was accompanied with a 
confcioufnefs that no inconveniences hJd occafioned us to omit the lead part of our 
duty. . , 

During our ftay at Mira, "Don George Juan applied himfelf to obferve the variation 
of the magnetic needle, and by four obfervations nearly coincident, he concluded to 
be nearly 8 J 47' eafterly. 

We now began to deliberate on our return upon the favourable opportunity of the 
above-mentioned French Ihips, which were preparing to fail for Spain ; as W'e ffiould 
then pals round Cape Horn, and not only complete from our own experience, an 
account of the South Sea, but be enabled to make obfervations on the whole courfe. 
Another, and indeed our principal motive was, the fafety of our papers, concluding 
there could be no danger in a neutral fhip, as we then imagined thofe to be. The 
concurrence of fo many advantages immediately determined us ; and leaving Quito we 
fet out for Lima, where 1 arrived firft, Don George Juan having fome days been 
detained at Guayaquil by a freffi commiflion by the viceroy. Thefc Ihips, not failing 
fo foon as cxpe&ed, 1 employed the interval in drawing up an extract of all interefting 
obfervations and remarks, and prefenting it to the viceroy, who was pleafed to order 
the papers to be prelerved in the fecretary’s office, fhat if any misfortune ffiould hap- 
pen to us in the voyage, our fovereign might not be totally difappointed in his generous 
views of promoting the ufeful fciences of geography and navigation. 

While we were employed in finiffiing our obfervations at Mira, the univerfity of 
Lima gT»e a remarkable teftimony of their fenfe of M. Godin’s eminent talents, by 
choofmg him profeffor of mathematics, in the room of Don Pedro de Peralta, deceafed; 
which he accepted of with the greater fatisfa&ion, as fome indifpenfable affairs of his 
company would not permit him to gratify his defires of returning to Europe. Accord- 
ingly he propofed to fpend this interval in making freffi obfervations and experiments, 
concluding that the atmofphere of Lima, during the fummer-feafon, would be more 
favourable to his defigns than that of Quito or the mountains. On his arrival at that 
city, the viceroy, who was no ftranger to his great abilities, and pleafed with the 
prudent choice of the univerfity, conferred on him, at the fame time of his being in- 
verted with the profefforft !p, the port of cofmographer to His Majefiy ; with other ad- 
vantages annexed to it. But this gentleman was far from prepofing to make any 
longer ftay there than what thefe affairs required ; no advantages or honours being 
fumcient to make him forget the obligations he was under of giving an account of his 
voyage and obfervations to his fovereign and the academy, efpecially as being the eldeft 
of the three academicians ; fo that all the teftimonies of efteern could not lupprefs his 
uneafmefs at the delay. 

M. de Juffieu, though with ' the fame regret as the former, determined to continue 
fome time at Quito, with M. Hugot, till he faw what turn the war would take, that 
he might efcape, in his return to Europe, thofe dangers then fo common at fea. 
M. Vergum chofe to go by the way of Panama : and the others, except the two who 
died in the country, prife at Cayambe and Cuenca, were difperfed ; one fettling in 

Quito. 
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Quito. Thus, the whole French company Separated : and it mull be coniidered as a 
Angular happinefs that, after fuch a fcene of labours, hardfhips, and dangers, in fuch 
a variety of climates, and amidft fuch inhofpitablp defarts and precipices, our operations 
were accurately performed : and we capable of entering on a new fcene of dangers 
and difficulties, which it was our fortune to experience’ before we were in a condition 
of prefenting this work to the public. 



( J97 ) 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS 

INTO 

BRAZIL, 


WITH 

A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF ALL THE REMARKABLE PASSAGES THAT HAPPENED DURING 
THE AUTHOR’S STAY OF NINE YEARS IN BRAZIL; 

Efpec rally in relation to the Revolt of the Portuguefe, and the inteftine War carried on there 

from 1640 to 1649. 

. By Mr. John Nieuhoip. * 


ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER. 

IT is about nineteen years fince my brother, John Nieuhoif, juft before his fecond 
voyage into the Indies, prefented me with his defeription of China, and certain 
draughts he had made during his embaffy in that empire, which, being afterwards pub- 
lilhed, w r ere foon after tranflated into fix feverai languages. 

My brother had, before that time, not only been in Brazil, and feverai other places 
in thofe parts, but alfo fince that time, has had the opportunity of travelling through 
a great pa# of Afia, till 1671, when, returning into Holland, he brought along with 
him all his papers, obfervations, and draughts, he had colleded during his voyages ; 
which, though much coveted by all curious perfons, yet for fome reafons belt Known 
to himfelf, he did not think fit to commit to, public view. 

But, after his deceafe, confidering with myfelf that fuch ufeful colledions ought not 
to be buried in oblivion, I thought fit to publilh them for the public good. 

As thofe things which he relates of the revolt of the Portuguefe in Brazil, are 
extraded verbatim out of the records kept during my brother's abode of nine years 
in Brazil, under the go "emment of the lords, Henry Hamel, Peter Bas, and Adrian 
Bulleftrate, and authentic letters ; fo the truth thereof admits not of the leaft doubt 
from unbiased perfons. 

The vaft countries through which my brother travelled in his life-time, as Brazil, 
part of Perfia, Malabar, Madura, Coromandel, Amboyna, Ceylon, Malacca, Sumatra, 
Java, Tagowan, and part of China, befides many iflands, could not in the leaft infed 
him with that ftifeafe, fo incident to travellers, to relate fables inftead of hiftories, it 
having been his conftant pradice to adhere moft religioufly in all hL> ireatifes to the 
naked truth, without the leaft difguife. 

His laft voyage to the ifle of Madagascar, where he was loft, I have taken partly 
out of his own letters, partly out of the journal of Captain Reinard Claefon, whicn 
he brought along with him from thence. 


As 
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■'•Jftjs to his perfon, 1 will only add thus much : he was bora at Uffen, in the earldom 
pf Bentherri, (where his father, ^brother, and brother-in-law, were all three Burgo- 
matters) of a good family, the 2 2d of July 1618. He was a comely perfon, of a 
good underft&nding, good tiumoured, and agreeable in converfation ; a great admirer 
of poefy, drawing, and mufic : as he delighted jin travelling, fo he was thereby be- 
come matter of divers languages : in what ttation he lived during bis abode in Brazil, 
and the Eaft Indies, will beft appear by the two following treatifes.* 

. Henby Nif.uhdff. 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS INTO BRAZIL. 

I N the year 1640, I entered into the fervice of the Weft India company, and on the 
24th of O ftober went in the quality of merchant-fupercargo, aboard the fliip called 
the Roebuck, of twenty-eight guns and one hundred and thirty men, commanded by 
Nicholas Selles of Durkendam. We fet fail out of the Texel the fame day, in com- 
pany of feveral other veffels bound for France, Spain, and the Streights ; and purfued 
our voyage the 28th, with a favourable gale, through the channel betwixt France and 
England. 

On the 29th we tvcre overtaken with a moft violent tempeft, which obliged us to 
take in all our great fails : it continued from morning to night, when the fury of the 
winds being fomewhat allayed, we found that we had efcaped without any confiderable 
damage; but the fea continued very turbulent all that night. The next day following, 
our feamen catched a wood-fnipe, a wild pigeon, and feveral other fmall birds, which 
were forced into the fea by the violence of the ftorm. 

On the 31ft we found ourfelves under the forty-fifth degree of northern latitude. 
The next morning, being the firft of November, fome of our feamen catched a fea-hog, 
by means of a harpoon : it was fo big,' that four men could fcarce lift it into the fhip. 
Its tafte was not very agreeable, but rankifh, which was the reafon our men did not 
catch any more of them, though they fwam in vaft numbers round about our veffel- 
By fun-fet, the wind beginning to increafe, we parted from the other fhips bound 
for Spain and the Streights, which were not feparated from us in the laft ftorm, fleering 
our courfe fouth-weft. The 2d and 3d it blew very hard, with thunder and lightning, 
fo that we were forced to take in all our great fails, and the fhip being very leaky 
ever fince the laft tempeft, to ply the pump with all our might. 

The 4th we found ourfelves under 40° 30', when, about midnight, the wind increafed 
with fo much violence, that the air which futrounded us appeared no otherwife that) 
one continual fire, occafioned by the lightning, which fcarce ever ceafed all that nighi 
During this calamity we perceived certain fmall fires or lights, fixed to the maftf 
they are called Peaceable’s Fires by the feamen. Thefe fires are fuppofed to be certain 
fulpK’tireoiis valours, forced by the violence of the winds from the fhore into the 
where, being lightened by the violent agitation of the air, they burni till their/oily 

* The Voyage to the Eaft Indies is omitted, 
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fubftance be confumed. The fearnen loolc upon them as a good omen, that the florin 
is going to abate.} which proved true in effeft, the fury of the winds beginning toaflay 
from that time ; and we had the good fortune to difeever two leaks near our fore^aftle, 
which elfe might have proved of dangerous confequence. ' • v 

The 5th, wepafTcd the Barrels, uwfer the thirty-ninth degree ; where, according 
to an ancient cuftnm, every one, of yhat quality or degree foever, that has not.paffed 
there before, is dbliged to be baptifed, or redeem himfelf from it. He that is to be 
baptifed, has a rope tied round his middle, wherewith he is drawn up to the very top 
of the bowfprit, and figom thence three times fucceflively tumbled into the water. 
There were fome who loolcfcd very blank upon the matter, but others went cheerfully 
about it, and for a meafure of Spanifh wine fullered themfelves to be rebaptifed for 
the mafter and the merchant. But this cuftom is abolifhed of late years, by fpecial 
orders from the governors of the company, to avoid broils and quarrels, which ufed 
often to arife upon this occafion. 

The 6th, as we were fleering our courfe fouth-fouth-wefl, with a frefh gale, we 
deferied two veffels, making all the fail they could towards us, whom we fuppofed to 
be Turkifh pirates (as indeed they proved afterwards) ; it was refolved to defend us till 
the utmofl extremity. Accordingly orders were given to clear every thing upon the 
deck, and to furnifh the fearnen with mufquets, hangers, pikes, and other fuch like 
weapons. Every one having taken his flatioil, we put up the bloody flag, and ex- 
petted theis coming under the found of our trumpets. The mafter of the fhip, being 
all that time very ill of fome wounds he had received formerly, which were now broken 
up afrefh ; and the commifiary, Francis Zweers, not being in a condition, by reafon of 
his great age, to remain upon deck, 1 was fain to Undertake the whole management of 
the fhip, and encouraged them to fight bravely for their lives and liberty, ordering 
them not to fire at all, till they were in their full reach, they being much better manned 
than we. • 

Above noon we faw the Turks make up towards us, with orange-coloured flags, 
which however they foon after changed for the bloody flags, and the biggeft of them 
faluted us with two cannon-fhot out of his forecaflle, without doing us the leafl harm, 
but the fecond time almoil fhot our foremafl in pieces. In the mean-while we were 
come fo near to one another, that we fent them a good broadfidc into their fhip, which 
the Turks repaid us immediately ; but it was not long before we obferved the biggeft 
of the two had received a fhot betwixt wind and water, which made her keep at fome 
farther diftance, till flie had repaired her damage, which gave me opportunity to en- 
courage our people with words, and a good proportion of wine, which they mixed 
with fome gunpowder ; *..nd I, to pleafe them, followed their example 

By this time they returned both to the charge, and faluted us fo* fiercely with their 
cannon and . final 1 fhot, that they took away the roof of our great cabin, and did us 
fome damage in our rigging. I then changed my feymetar for a mufquet, and dif- 
charged continually upon the enemy, and I found myfelf fore feveral weeks after, by 
the hurt I received from a mufquet of one that flood hard by me, which being by a 
cannon-ball forced out of his hands againft my body, I fell down, Hatched all along 
upon the deck, without fenfi? or motion ; but having tafter fome time iccovered myfelf, 
I returned to my poll. 1 then perceived the captain of the biggeft Turkifh fhip with 
a turbant on his head, in the ftern, encouraging his men, which made me order* thofe 
about rafeTo aim at him with their fmall fhot, which, as I fuppofe, fucceeded according 
to our hopes, it "being not long before we loft fight of hint: Notwithflanding this, 
the heat of the fight increafed on both fides, many Broadfides palling betwixt us, 
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was it pot long berore we law tnem make awayjrrom us, naving received many mots 
through their mips ; and we, with a briflt gale, made all the fail we Could to l>e rid of 


aqttfapanied with moil dreadful outcries and lamentations of the wounded on both,, 
! However, the Turks durft not attempt to board us ; whether it weise*that they 
tl&aght us better manned than really we were, cjr that they feared we would fet fire , to 
the Aug* which we threatened we would, Ihewing them a match ready for that jmrpofck 
They anfyered us in Dutch, that they would net part with 14s upon thofe terms.; yet 
was it uot long before we faw them make away[from us, having received many (hots 
through their mips ; and we, with a briflt gale, made all the fail we Could to l>e rid of 
thgfe unwelcome guefts, fteering a quite different courfe, which, with the advantage 
of the darknefe of me night, brought us quite out of fight of them by next morning. 

We gave thanks to God for his having delivered us fronf the danger of flavery, and 
crowning our endeavours with fuccefs againft an enemy much ftronger than us, the 
biggeft of them carrying twenty-four guns, and the other two ; whereas we had no 
more than eighteen, befides that they were much better manned than we. After 
having taken a view of our Ihip, and found it found under water, we betook ourfelves 
to repair the damage we had received during the fight ; but whilft we were bufy in 
this work; we were on the 7th furprifed by lb violent a florin, that we were forced to, 
take in all our fails. This put us to a great nonplus, but by good fortune the ftorm blew 


foon, over, when orders were given to give an allowance of three pounds and a half 
of bifeuit per week to the feamen, all our other bread being become mully by that 
time. The 10th we found outfelves under the thirty-ninth degree and thirty minutes, 
about twenty leagues off of the Canary Iflands ; here we difeovered the pike of Teneriff, 
being two leagues and a half high, and accounted the higheft mountain in the world. 
It may be difeovered at fixty leagues diftance from the fhore. Thus we continued 
our voyage till the 14th, without any memorable accident, when we palled the tropic 
of Cancer. About noon we were overtaken by another ftorm, which made us take in 
molt of our great fails, for fear of the worft, but it lafted not long. 

This tn.& of the fea is called by the Dutchj the Kroos Sea ; by the Portuguefe, Mar 
del Aragaco (or Largaco, or Suargaco), i. e. the Sea of Ducks-meat, becaufe here- 
abouts, viz. from the eighteenth to the thirtieth degree, or as fome will have it, from 
the twentieth to the twenty-fecond and twenty-third degree of northern latitude, it is 
found in great quantity, and carried along with the ftream : its leaves are of a pale 
green colour, like that of parrots, fmall, thin, and carved at the end. It bears berries 
of the fame colour, about the bignefs of a pepper-corn, but are quite hollow, without 
ajay feed within or tafte. It is fometimes fo clofely twilled together, that it Hops a 
Ihip in its full courfe ; though we had the good fortune to pafs through it without 
tpuch difficulty, being then about four hundred leagues from the coaft of Afric, where 
are no iflands nor anchorage. It may be pickled with fait and pepper, and ufed like 
as we do capers, being accounted a good remedy againft the gravel. It is generally 
found without roots, having only a few thin fprouts, which, as it is fuppoled, take 
root in the fandy grounds of the fea ; though others are of opinion, that it is carried by 
the violence of the ftream from the iflands into the fea. 


The 1 8th, one of our Ihip’s crew died, who was the next day thrown overboard, at 
which' time I obferved, what indeed 1 had heard often before* that the dead carcafies 
always float with their heads to the eaft at fea. 

The &ad we were overtaken by another tempeft, called Travado, which with horri- 
ble tlpnder-and lightning furprifes the fliips fo fuddenly, that they have fc^ree leifure 
to take in their fails, and fometimes returns three times in an hour. We catched here 
abundance of filh, fuch as Bqnytes of ten feet long, and Korets, and a, great lgraprey, 
which we J}a 4 enough to do to bring aboard ; we only took out the brains, being 

looked 
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looked upon as a fovereign remedy againft the ftone in the bladder, the flefh bring of 
an oily tafte. 

The 84th we faw great quantities qf fmall birds about our veffel, and catchedone 
not unlike a crane, but fomewhat fmaUer, it being a very fair day. 

The 26th, bring under the fifth degree forty-feven minutes, we were fo becalmed 
that we could not perceive the Ihip tojmove, and fpent our time in catching of filh, of 
which we had fuch plenty, that we chofe only the bell for our eating ; among the reft 
we met with a fill? called <he king’s-fifti : for by reafon of the impenetrable depth of 
the fea in this place, 'tht* voters are fo clear and tranfparent in ftill weather, that you 
may fee the filh in vail numbers fwimming near two feet deep ; fo that you need but 
fallen a crooked nail or any thing elfe like a hook to a firing, and hanging it in the 
fea, you may catch as many filh as you pleafe. This calm was followed by a moll 
violent llorm of rain. 

The 30th we found ourfelves under the fourth degree forty-one minutes, where we 
faw abundance of llying-filh. 

The 3d of December we came under the firll degree thirty minutes, where we met 
with millions of filh, and did catch as many as we thought fit : fome we put in fait, 
others we rubbed in the belly with pepper and fait, and hung them up by the tail in 
the fun. * 

The 4th, by break of day, being very clear weather, .we faw the ifland of St.Paulo, 
as it is called by the Portuguefe, which at a diftance reprefents a fail, which as you 
approach nearer to it, proves five high rocks. About noon we found ourfelves at fifty- 
three minutes of northern latitude, taking our courfe five leagues to the well. Here 
at fevcral times we catched fome fea-gulls ; thofe birds make a Ihew as if they would 
bite you, but remain immoveable in the place, till they are caught or killed. 

The 5th, about eleven o’clock we palled the equiao&ial line, fo that in the after- 
noon we found ourfelves at five minutes fouthern latitude, where we had but liftle reafon 
to comp' tin of cold ; it being often fo calm here, that fhips are forced to fpend a con- 
fiderable time in palling this trad:. It is extremely hot here, and great fcarcity of good 
and fweet water, the rain-water being not wholefome, but caufing the feurvy, by rea- 
fon of its being corrupted by the violent heat of the fun. 4 

About three years after my arrival in Brizil, a certain Portuguefe lhip was found 
adrift under the equinoctial line, without any living creature in it, which, according 
to the journal, had been fix whole weeks under the line. We had a very good pal- 
fage, and catched abundance of filh, and among the reft a certain filh called the 
blower, which fwallow a confiderable quantity of water in their guts, and then at once 
fpout it forth again. They will follow the fhips for a long time. 

The 8th we palled by the ille called Uha Ferdinando of Neronha ; it being very 
ferene weather, we faw vaft numbers of birds, and whole Ihoals of flying filh, which 
were followed by the Bonytes and Korets. 

The illand of Ferdinando of Neronha, fituated under the fourth degree of fouthern 
latitude, about fifty leagues from the coaft of Brazil, was about the year 1630 inha- 
bited by the Dutch, but by reafon of the vaft number of rats, which c ' fumed all the 
fruits of the earth, deferted by them a few years after ; it being otherwife a very fruit- 
ful ifland, and abounding with filh, .the inhabitants of Receif being ufed to fend their 
filher-boatj thither, which return commonly well freighted with fiih. The council 
of Brazuaid afterwards fend a certain number of negroes thither, under the conduCl 
of one Gellis Vej>ant,.to cultivate the ground for their liibfiftence, who likewife llaved 
there for •fome time. About a-year and a half after, the council of jullice banifned 

feveral 
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feveral malefactors into that ifland, who, being furailhed with neceflAjy inftrumeQtsfor 
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The city of Pavaftla, belonging to this ifland, is fituate upon a rivulet ; it contains 
about eight hundred houfes, and three churches. This city, as well as the whole 
ifland, was, O&ober 16, 1641, conauered by the* Admiral Cornelius Tol, after a 
fiege of forty days, without any conficprable loifs ; but both he and his lieutedaftr, as 
well as fcveral other commandefs and many feamen, were fwept away by this peftilen- 
tial air ; and of three hundred Brazilians, not above fixty efcaped with life. 

But before I proceed to give you an account of all the remarkable paffages that hap- 
pened in Brazil fince^he revolt of the Portuguefe, and during my ftay of eight years 
there j it will not be amits to give a Ihort defeription of this country. 

A Defeription of Brazil. 

AMERICA, (or the Weft Indies,) is divided into the Northern and Southern Ame- 
rica. Brazil is part of the laft. 

The Northern America borders to the north upon the Terra Incognita, or rather 
upon Hudfon’s .Streights ; to the fouth and weft upon the South Sea, and to the eaft 
upon the {freights of Panama, the bay of Mexico or Nieu Spain, and the North Sea. 

It comprehends the following provinces : 

Eftotiland and Labrador, New France, Canada, Bakaloos, New England, Virginia, 
Florida, New Spain, the provinces of Mexico, New Mexico, Tlafkalla, Guaxaka, 
Mechoakaha, Zakatula, Kolirn, Yukatan, Tabafko, New Gallicia, New Bifcay, Chia- 
metla, Kuliaka, Cimalon, New Granada, California, Anian, Quivira or New Albion, 
Conibas, Guatemala, Sokonufko, Chiapa, Vera-pas,' Honduras, Nikaragua, Coftarka, 
and Wagua. 

The Southern America is a demi-ifland in form of a, pyramid, the bafts of which lies 
to the north ; the point extends to the Streights of Magellan, under the fifty*-third de- 
gree of f'ulhern latitude, bordering to the eaft upon the Atlantic ocean, or North Sea, 
and to the /veil upon the South Sea ; its whole circuit being of about four thoufand 
Italian, or one thoufand German, miles. It contains the provinces of Caftilla d’Or, 
Tierra Ferma (called by the Portuguefe, Paria), Cumana, Caribana, Brazil, Qiika to 
the eaft, to the weft Popayan, Peru, Chili, befides feveral inland provinces. 

Brazil was firft difeovered by Pedro Alvaro Capralis, a Portuguefe, fome time before 
Atnericus Vefputius, viz. the year 1 500. He gave it in the name of Santa Cruz, 
which was afterwards by the Portuguefe changed into that of Brazil, from the wood of 
the fame name, which is found there in great quantity, and from thence tranfported 
into all parts of Europe,- lor the ufe of the dyers. 

It is fituate in the midft of the torrid zone, extending to the tropic of Cancer and the 
temperate zone. 

Concerning its extent from north to fouth, there is no ftnall difference among the 
geographers ; but, according to the belt computations, its beginning may be fixed under 
the fecond degree and a half of northern latitude, near the river Pata, and its fend under 
the twenty-fourth degree and a half of fouthem latitude, to the nVe’ - Capibari, two 
leagues above the city of St. Vincent ; fo that its whole extent from nortu to fouth com- 
prehends twenty -five degrees, or three hundred and feventy-five leagues ; fome place 
Brazil betjvixt the river of Maranhaon and Rio de la Plata. The extent of Brazil from 
the eaft, ' where it borders upon the North Sea, to the weft, is not determined hitherto, 
there being very few who have penetrated fo deep into Ae country, though its bignefs 
from eaft to weft may be computed to be feven hundre^and forty-two leagues $ there 
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are fome, how ever, who extends its limits farthei to the call, and vo the v\ eft as fai as 
Peru or Guiana, which makes an addition of one hundred and eighty-eight leagues. 
Sdfilft make ttye boundaries of Brazil to the north the river of the Amazons, to the fouth 
Riode la Plata, to the eaft the North Sea, and} to the weft the mountains of Peiu or 


lleual, thus limited, is divided by the Portuguese into fourteen diftri&s, called by them 
kajjgfMkyiOr captainfhips ; viz. Paria, the firft of all towards the noith ; Maranhaon, 
Siam, JPfriiil Stio Grande, Paraiba, Pamambuko, Tamai ika or Itamarika, Seregippe 


drijjaj* tguirimune or Bahia dos todos los Santos, Nhoe-Kqmbe 01 Os Uho«, Pakata 
or Porto Secure, Rio de Janeiro or Nheteroya, St. Vincenf, andEfpiritu Santo. 

Rftfflft part of Brazil was in our pofleffion, it might conveniently be divided into the 
Dutch t&d Pottuguefe Brazil. Each of thefe captainihips is watered by fome confider- 
able river or Other, befides feveral others of lefs note ; moft of thefe have very rapid 
currentsin the rainy months, and overflow the adjacent country. 

The river of St. Francis, thelargeft and moft confiderable in thofe parts, is the com- 
mon boundary of the amtainfbip of Pamambuko and Bahia dos todos los Santos, or the 
B% tf 49 Saints. In me places it is fo broad that a fix-pounder can fcarce reach over 
it. iuld it® f§S$%tis eight, twelve, and fometimes fifteen yards ; but it admits of no fhip>- 
of ^rthetr, ufe its entrance is choked up with' fands. 

laid to arife out of a certain lake, which being augmented by many 
rivulets outof the mountains of Peru, but efpecially by the rmrs of Rio do la Plata and 
exonerates itfelf into the fea. Some of our people wait m a .hallop mai 
fflrif leUttteSupthe river, and found it of a good depth and pretty bioad. If we ma\ 
bdfem me Pottuguefe, there are ‘about fifty leagues from the fea, tutain unpaflable 
caSWa&S Of water-falls, called by them Kakocias ; beyond thole the mu wind-, to the 
north, tl8 you COme to its fouref in the lake, in which arc many plcafant lllands, inha- 
bited bjr**he barbarians ; as is likewife the Ihore round about it. 1 hey find good (lore 
of gda-duft iit'fhis lake, but it is none of the beft, being carried tliithu by the many 
rivulets which wafh the gold-bearing rocks of Peru : here is alio moft excellent falt- 
petxe. < 

It i. obfervable, that in the fummer, and thofe winter months when it rains but lel- 
dotn, this river has more water than in the rainy fealon : the reafon alleged for it is, the 
vaft diftance from its frrft fource, whither the rains that fall from the mountains mufl 
firft be conveyed by many rivulets. All the other rivers near the Receif are fo empty 
of water during the fummer feafon, that they are rendered quite unnavigable. But the 
r«|jn of mountains, which Be not far from the fea-fhore, exonerate their waters, as well 
hdHWttahk Peru, backward to the weft, and dividing theinfelve„ into two branches ; the 
ftgg tfriqfifltddhe north, and joitts with the moft large and rapid rivers of Maranhaon and 
oflle,^tnazoQS j the other with the rivers of St. Francis dc la Plata and Janeiro. The 
vnttfkjflf thefe rivers being confiderably increafed by many rivulets, they exonerate 
thenijftn||| with fb much violence into the fea, that the feamen meet often with frefh water 
at a Confiderable diftance at fea. * 

The iacreafeof the waters in this river, during the dry feafon, may likewife be attri- 
buted to die Vaft 'quantity fnow among the mountains; which being melted by the 
heat of the fun^ ofccafions rim fiver to tranfgrefs its ordinary bounds ; which in this point 
iajfl mte different from other fivers, which commonly in the winter-time overflow their 

thofe captainihips wgpe under the jurifdi&ion of the Weft India company, be- 
f&wSKm 'pbrt^g^rie revolted from the Dutch, which they had conquered with their 
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fwords, viz. the oaptainfhip (it being on the fouth fide) Sercgippe del Rey of Parnain- 
buko, Itaraarika, unto which belongs Gauiana, Paraiba, Potigi or Rio Grande, and 
Siaraor Ciara. The captainfhip of Maranhaon war. 1644, hy fpecial command of the 
company, left by the Dutch. This ’part of Brazil ufed to be called by the Portugucfe 
the Northern Brazil, as the other remaining hi their poffeflion went by the name ot 
South Brazil. 

The fix Dutch „ u ptainfhips did extend all along the fea-coaft from north to fouth, in 
length about a hundied and fixty or' a hundred and eighty leagues; for from Ri<> 
Grande to the northern 1: >rder or Seregippe del Rey, is a hundred leagues : the two 
others, viz. that of Siara to'the north, and Seregippe del Rey to the fouth, make up the 
reft. Each of thefe captainlhips contain feveral other Idler diftrids, called by the Por- 
tuguefe Fregefias, and by us Fregcfien : as for inftance, in Seregippe del Rey, tire 
Pojuka, Kamcragibi, Porto Calvo, Scrinhaim, and feveral others. Fregafie compre- 
hends a certain tract of ground, compofed of divers villages, rivers, hills, and valleys, 
betwixt each of which is commonly a trait of barren hills, of about three or four leagues 
in length. Mod of the Dutch captainlhips are but indifferently cultivated, becaufe the 
Portugucfe ufed not to manure the ground in thofe parts beyond three or four, or, at 
fariheft, five leagues diftancc from the fea. 

The captainlhip of Seregippe del Rey is likewife called Carigi, from a certain finail 
lake of that name ; it is fituatc in the fouthern part of Brazil, extending about thirty- 
two leagues along the fea-coaft, bordering on the north fide, upon the river of St. Francis, 
by which.it is divided from Parnambuko, as on the fouth fide it is feparated by Rio 
Real from Bahia dos todos los Santos. Seregippe del Rey has, among others, a cer- 
tain Fregafie called Porto Calvo, fituated betwixt the ninth and tenth degree of fouth* 
cm latitude ; being encom parted on the north-weft fide by the Fregafie of Serin- 
haim, uni the final! river of Pirafenunga, extending ro the fouth as far as the river 
Parepuera, by which it is divided from the Fregafie of Alagoafi, containing in all about 
twelve leagues in length near the fea-lhore, its bounds on the land fide reaching to the 
unpail.c ’e .woods. 

In this Fregafie is a village, called by the Portugucfe Villa de bon fucceflb de Porto 
Calvo, but was formerly called Portocano Dos quatros Rios, it being fimate at the con- 
fluence of the four rivers, JYIaleita, TapamiMide, Commentabunda and Monguaba. It 
is built upon a rifing ground, about four leagues from the fea-fliort, and by the Dutch 
ftrengtheued with two forts ; the biggeft of which was called Bon Succeflb, being built 
all of ft one, furrounded with a good eounterfearp, with a large bafon of frefh water 
within. The other fort was called by us the New Church, being created out of the 
ruins of an old churcjt, cal loti by the Portugucfe Nofia Senhora de Preft;ntacao. Be- 
twixt both tilde forts, a bird was ordered to be creeled by Count Alai. rice, upon the 
banks of the river, but it lying within the reach of mulket-fhot from the mountains, was 
not brought to perfection. . 

The village has two ftreets, the chief of which runs para! hi with the river, from one 
fort to the other, and is called St. Jofcph’s ft reef ; it contained no more than three 
houfes of one ftory high, and about thirty-fix others covered with pantiles, being only 
built upon the ground. .'.The Portugucfe have, in lieu of their chord' which were 
detnolifhed when the fortifications were e reded, built themfelves another on the other 
fide of she river, where they fonietimes hear nial's. The village is fituate in a moil 
pleafant and wholejfomo air, being cooled by the continual breezes from the fea, which 
are not ftopped by any hills betwixt them and the Chore. . In the night-time they enjoy 
the benefit of the land-wind, which drives the cool vapours arifing from the neighbour- 
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ing rivers thither. Formerly there was a certain town called Seregippe del Roy, Ibme- 
what higher up the river, in a very barren place, of a coniiderable bignds, and well 
built, with three goodly churches, tand a monaftery belonging to the Francifcans, but 
without any fortifications. Above this town you fee a chapel dedicated to St. Chriflo- 
pher, whither the Roman catholics come on pilgrimage.' 

This captainlhip was firll of all reduced under the obedience of the Portuguele, or 
Spaniards, by Chriftovan de Barros ; who for this his good fervice, had all the lands 
betwixt the finall lake of Seregippc and St. Francifco granted to him, with full power 
to fettle colonies there within a limited time. This drew many of the inhabitants to the 
Bay of All Saints thither, who, within ;t few years after, laid the foundation of this 
town, by erecting four fugar-mills, and building about a hundred houfes, witli four 
hundred /fables for their cattle. But this town, with all the circumjacent houfes, was, 
1637, the 24th of December, laid delolatc by our people, the inhabitants retiring to 
the Bay of All Saints. For the Spanilh general Bcnjola being, 1637, polled with a 
body of two thoufand men near that place, did, with ravaging and burning, confnler- 
able damage to our colonics, which obliged Count Maurice to dillodgc him from 
thence ; but being then lick of an ague, lie committed this expedition to flic charge of 
Colonel Schoppe ; for which purpole, having gathered a body of two thoufand three 
hundred men, befides four hundred Brazilians, and two hundred and fifty feamen out 
of the adjacent places, near the river of St. Francis, Alagoas, the cape of St. Aultin, 
out of the Reccif and Moribcka, and given him for his alliflant Mr. .h'hn.Van Giefl'c- 
len, a member of the great council, lie commanded the Dutch admiral Lishthart to 
cruife with his fleet near the Bay of All Saints, thereby to draw the enemy ouUof his 
advantageous poll to the fea-fhore. The Spanilh general had no fooner notice of our 
palling the river, but fearing to be inclofed betwixt us and the fleet, marched w it h his 
body to Torre Garde de Avila, place about fourteen leagues to the north of the city 
of St. Salvador. 

The Dutch general Schoppe hearing of his removal, immediately attacked the place, 
which he laid defolate, and returned with incredible lwiftnels to the fouth .fide of the 
river of St. Francis. 

Here>he intrenched himfelf, with an intention to annoy the enemy, by cutting off his 
provifions, and driving away his cattle ; which fucceeded lb well, that we killed above 
three thoufand of their horned beads, befides what was carried away on the other fide 
of the river ; fo that what was left by the foldiers, was by the inhabitants carried to the 
Bay of All Saints ; from whence it is evident, what valt numbers of cattle this country 
did produce at that time. 

The great council took once a refolution to re-people that part of the country, and 
agreed, for this purpole, with Nunno Olferdi, counsellor of julfice in the Receil, who 
found means to fettle feveral families there : but the council of nineteen dilapproving 
the matter, it was laid afide. 

In the year 1641, Count Maurice reduced this place under the obedience of the 
Weft India company, created a lorl there, and furrounded the town Seregippc del Rey 
with a ditch. It lies upon a finall river, betwixt St. Francifco and Real, which, how- 
ever, at fpring-tide, has fourteen foot water, or thereabouts. Within the jurifdtflion 
of this captainlhip is the mountain of Tabayna ; from whence feveral forts of valuable 
•ore were prefented to the council of nineteen ; but, upon proof, were found not worth 
farther looking after. 


The 
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The Captainjhip of Parnambuko. 

# t 

THE caplainlhip of Parnambuko is one of the chicfett and biggelt of the Dutch 
Brazil. It exiends above fixty leagues along the coall, betwixt the river of St. Francis 
and the captainfhip ofTamarika. Parnambuko properly denotes the entrance of the 
harbour, which; by reafon of the many rocks and fhelves hidden under water, was 
called, by the Portuguefe, Inferno Bdkko, and Broken Parnambuko, or the Mouth of 
Hell. It is fubdivided jnt / eleven lefler diflricts, inhabited by the Portuguefe, viz. the 
city of Olinda, Cfarazu, Receif, Moribeka, St. Anthony, Poyuka, Serinhaim, Gon- 
ialvi d’Una, Porto Calvo, the Northern Alagoa, and the Southern Alagoa. Among 
which Olinda and Garazu were the chicle ft. 

The town, or rather the village, of Garazu, lies at tome diftance from the fhore, 
over-againlt the illand of Tamarika, upon a river of the fame name, about five leagues 
from Olinda. It was formerly inhabited by Portuguefe handicrafts-men, but, tince our 
taking of Olinda, feveral rich families fettled there: we became mailers of the place 
1C33, in May. 

Moribeka lies deeper in the country, more to the fouth, about five leagues off of the 
Receif. 

St. Anthony is about feven or eight leagues diftant jfroin the Receif, to the fouth, 
near the cape of St. Aullin. 

The cky of St. Michael dc Poyuka lies about ten leagues to the fouth of the Re- 
ceif, upon a river of the lame name, which difembogues in the fca, on the fouth fide 
of the cape of St. Autlin. Tt was formerly a very populous place, and had thirteen 
ftigavinills. 

The village Serinhaim, much about the fame dilhmce thence with the former, is a 
very pleafant place, has twelve fugar-mills, each of which produces fix or feven tliou- 
fand arobas, an aroba making about twenty-feven or twenty-eight pound weight. 

'Hie illace of Gonlalvi d’Hnu lies twenty leagues from the Receif; it has five 
fugar-mills. 

The village called Porto Calvo is twenty-five leagues diflant from the Receif; it has 
feven or eight fugar-mills. Here is the caltle of Porocano, which was not conquered 
by us, till under the government of Count Maurice. 

'Hie towns of the Northern and Southern Alagoas are forty leagues from the 
Receif. 

Within the diftrict of Parnambuko are two woods, called by the Portuguefe the 
Greater and Leffer l^dtnairas, or Palmtrec-woods. 

The Lefler Palmairas, which is inhabited by fix thoufand negroes, lies about twenty 
leagues abqve the Alagoas, being ittdoled with woods near the finall lake of Guagohuhi, 
which exonerates itfelf into the great lake of Parayba, fix leagues from thence to the 
north, about four leagues from the lake Meridai, to the fouth of the Northern Alagoa, 
being near that point of land commonly called Jaragoa. The village conftlls of three 
flreets, each near half a league in length. Their huts are made of ft raw twilled toge- 
ther, one near another, their plantations being behind. They retain f mething of the 
religious worlhip of the Portuguefe, but have their peculiar priefts and judges. Their 
bufiijefs’ is to rob the Portuguefe of their flaves, who remain in flavery among them 
till they Have redeemed themfelves by Healing another : but fuch flaves as run over to 
them are as free as the rell. Their food is datds, bogus, meal, barley, fugar-canes, 
tame-fowl (of which they have great plenty), and fifli, which the lake lurnifhes them 

4x2 withal. 
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withal. They have twice a year a harvcit of bai ley, wJiich being* over, they make 
merry for a whole w< ck together. Before lowing time, they light great fires for four- 
teen days, which may be icon at a great diflance. The fhortefi way from the Receil 
to this Palmairas is along the lake of the Northern Alagoa. 

T[ie greater Palmairas is betwixt twenty and thirty leagues dillant behind the village 
of St. Atnar, near the mountain of Belie, being I'm rounded with a double inclolure. 
About eight thoufand negroes are laid to inhabit the valleys near the mountains, bolides 
many others, who dwell in Idler numbers of fifty’ or a hundred, in other places. Their 
houles lie draggling, they low and reap among the woods, and.have certain caves whi- 
ther they retreat in cafe of needlin'. They diefs their victuals in the day-time, and at 
night tell over their whokf number, to lee whether any be wanting ; il not, they 
conclude the evening with dancing and beating the drum, which may be heard at a 
great dillance. Then they go to deep till nine or ten o’clock the next day. During 
the dry feafon, they detach a certain number among them, to Ileal Haves from the Por- 
tuguefe. The fliortell cut to their habitations is from the Alagoas through St. A mar, 
and fo crofs the plains of Nhumalni afid Kororipe, towards the backfide of the moun- 
tain of Warrakaka, till you come to the lake Parailw ; along which you mud pals, fill 
you reach the mountain Belie, from whence you go directly into the valleys. Under 
the government of Count Maurice, the negroes of this Palmairas did confidcrable mif- 
chief, efpecially to the countrytpeople about the Alugoas ; to reprefs which, he lent 
three hundred firelocks, one hundred Mamelukes, and (even hundred Brazilians. 


The Racif, Maurice s c Ioien, and Anthony I'aez. 

The Receif is, by reafon of its commodious and advantageous fituation, the flrougell 
place of all Brazil ; befidcs that, it is flrcngthened and defended by ieveral adjacent 
forts: bur to give you the moll commodious view both of the Receif, and the fituation 
of Maurice’s town, it is to be obferved, that the whole coaft of Brazil is, from one end 
to the other, furrounded with a long, thick, and flat ridge of rocks, which in fomc places 
is twenty* and in others thirty paces broad : however, there are certain palfages in this 
ridge, through which the Blips approach the fhore, and fomc few places, where this 
ridge is not to be found at all. Thus a league on this fide Rio Dolce, two leagues on 
the north fide of the city of Olinda, there is nothing of this ridge to be found ; but be- 
gins again near Poumarelle or Soxamardo, and extends to the ide of Itainarika. Be- 
twixt the ridge and the continent you may pais in boats at high water ; for at low tide 
molt of thole rocks appear above water ; though the tide never foils to cover the fame. 
The rock over-againft the Receif of Parnambuko is between twenty and thirty paces 
broad, being not only at fpring tides, but at all othtr tides overflown by the lea ; it is 
thereabouts very flat, without any prominences, and extends for a league from fouth to 
north. On the north point is an open paflage for fhips to approach the fhore, lying five 
hundred paces farther to the north than the Receif itfelf. It is but narrow, and at 
fpring-tidc not above twenty-two feet deep. 

Betwixt this rocky ridge and the continent there is a f&ndy ridge, or fmall ifland, 
extending to the fouth from Olinda, a league in length, and about two hundred paces 
broad. Phis is by our people commonly called The Sandy Receif, to diflirfjguifli it 
from The Stony Receif. • * 

On the fouthern point of thjs little ifland, a league off Olinda, the Portuguefe had 
built a village called Povoacano, which fignifies peopling, or elle RccifFo ; it was very 
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populous for a considerable time, till the building of Maurice’s Town, in the ifiand of 
Anthony Vaez. For after Olinda was forfaken by its inhabitants, and deftroyed by us, 
many of them, but efpecially the merchants, fettled in this Recilfo, or the village of 
Povoacano, where they erefted^ magnificent ftru&urcs. At our firft arrival we found 
no more than two hundred houfes there, which were afterwards increafed to above two 
thoufand, fome of v fiich are very goodly edifices. We furrounded it with pallifadoes 
on the fide of the river Biberibi, whjch at low water is fordable; and for its better 
fecurity fortified it wiih three bulwarks, one towards Olinda, the other to the harbour, 
and the third towards die jialt-River ; upon each of which was railed a good battery 
with three great cannon. This Receif is fuuate under 20' louthern latitude. 

Some derive the word Rcciflb from the Latin, recipcre and receptees to receive, which 
after was turned into Recilfo, beenufe the fhips ufed to be received betwixt the Stony 
and Sandy Receifs, to load and unload their goods. Before the building of Maurice’s 
Town, we kept here our factories, and all bufmefs both of peace and war was trans- 
acted in this place. In the time of the Portuguefe, all the fhips coming out of the fea 
did unload on the village of Povoacano, or the Receif, and the goods were from thence 
in boats and lighten conveyed up the river Biberibi, to the luhurbs of Olinda. 

Before the building of Maurice’s.Town, molt of the traffic was in the Receif, where 
all the great merchants had their habitations, and from hence the fugar was tranfported 
into Holland. To prevent the frauds in the cufloinS) it was furrounded with palli- 
fadoes, and a goodly hofpital was erected for the conveniency of the lick and wounded, 
and the education of orphans, under the tuition of four governors, and as many 
govortklfes. 

Upon the uttennofl point of the Stony Receif, on the left fide, as you enter the har- 
bour Tint of the lea, is a Ifrong and large callle, built of free-ltone, furrounded with a 
very high wall, upon which ire mounted many heavy»cannon, with fuitabie artillery and 
other proviliuns. When we took the place, we found nine brafs, and twenty-two iron 
pieces of cannon within it ; fo that it Poems both by art and nature impregnable ; there 
being no earning near it on foot, at high water. 

About five leagues higher, upon a branch of the great river, lies a fmall town of little 
confcquence, called by our people The New City ; and upon another branch of the 
fame river, oppofite to the former, a village called Atapuepe. 


The [//and of Anthony Ticz, and Manned s Town. 

TO the fouth of ti « Receif, oppofite to it, lies the iile of Anthony V;oz, fo called 
by our people, from its ancient polfolfor. It is about half a league m circuit, being 
divided from the Receif by the Sai^River, or Biberibi. 

On the ealt fide of this ifiand, Count Maurice laid the f< nidation of a city, which, 
after his own name, lie called Maurice’s Tow n or city ; the ruins of the cljurches or 
monaftcries of the city of Olinda furniflied the materials for the building of it, which 
were from thence carried to the Recoil, and 1 b tranfported to this place. 

On the weft fide it is environed with a morafs ; and on the ealt fide ..Ihed by the 
fea, which pafies the ftony ridge. Befides which, it is on the land fide flrengthened 
with an e^rthern wall, four bulwarks and a large moat. 

On that fide wlifere the fort of Erncftus was, the town lay open, and the houfes took 
up a larger compafs than thofe in the Receif; but after »the revolt of the Portuguefe, 
moft of thofe houfes were pulled down, and the place drawn into a more narrow com- 
pafs. 
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pafs, to render it more dcfenfiblc : yet was the place well Hocked with inhabitants, as 
well merchants as handicrafts-inen. 

Maurice’s Town was on each fide guarded by a fort. On the fouth fide by the fort 
called Frederick-Henry, or the quinquangular fort, from its five bulwarks. This fort 
w r as, befides this, furrounded by a large ditch and pallifadoes, and ftrengthened by two 
horn-works, fo that it commanded the whole plain, which at fpring-tides ufed to be 
overflown by the fea. . 

The fecond fort F.rneftus, thus called after John Erneft, the brother of Count Mau- 
rice, was four-fquarc, with four bulwarks, with a very large ditch ; it commanded the 
river, the plains, and Maurice’s 1’own. Near this laft fort was the garden of Count 
Maurice, Itored with all forts of trees, brought thither from Europe and both 'the 
Indies. _ • 

Upon the north point of the Stony Receif juft over againft the Sandy Receif, lies the 
before-named fort, built all of (tone, being about a hundred paces in circumference, 
provided with a good garrifon and twenty pieces of great cannon, though in ftormy 
weather the water flies over it on all fides. It commands the harbour, the land-fort, 
the Bruin Fort, and the Receif. 

As the ifle of Anthony Vaez was joined to the continent by a bridge, fo it was thought 
neceffary to join the Receif with another bridge to the laid iiland, for the conveniency 
of carriage ; the fugar-chefts being before that time never to be tranfported to the 
Receif, except at low water, unlefs the owners would run the hazard of expbfing them 
to the danger of the fea in fmall boats. Accordingly the great council, with confent 
of the governor Count Maurice, agreed with a certain architect for the building of a 
bridge with ftone arches, for the fum of two hundred and fifty thoufand florins. But 
after the architect had confumed a prodigious quantity of ftone, and raifed the ftrti&ure 
near to the height of the banks of the river, finding that at low-water there was Hill 
eleven foot water, and dcfpairing to be able to accompliflt it, left it unfinifhed. But the 
council being unwilling to defift, renewed the work, which had already cofl a hundred 
thoufand florins ; and by means of many trees of forty and fifty foot long, 'flopped the 
current till the bridge was brought to perfection, which was done in two months time, 
and a certain toll impofed upon all paffengers, viz. for an inhabitant two-pence, for a 
foldier and negro one penny, for a horfe four-pence, and a waggon drawn by oxen 
feven-pence. 

The fpace betwixt the Sandy and Stony Receif is properly the harbour, which at 
high water has about thirteen or fourteen foot depth, where the fliips ride very fafe, 
being defended from the fea by the Stony Receif. The paflage betwixt the Sandy Re- 
ceif and the continent is called the Salt-River, to diftinguifh it froK* the river Kapivaribi, 
which carries fweet water. 

The river Kapivaribi has derived its name from a certain kind of river or fea hogs, 
which ufed to be found there, and were by the Brazilians called Kapivaribi. This river 
arifes fome leagues to the weft, palling by the Matta, or the Wood of Brazil, Mafyafti, 
St. Lorenzo, and Real, where, joining with the river Affogados, near another river of 
the fame name, difembogues in the fea, near the Receif. The river Kapivaribi divides 
itfelf into two branches ; one turns to the fouth, and paffes' by the fort William, and is 
called Affogados ; the other running to the north, retains its former name, continuing 
its courfe betwixt the continent and Maurice’s Town, or the ifle of Anthony yaez (into 
which you may pafs over it by a bridge), and fo to Waerdenburgh, 'where it 'joins with 
the river Biberibi, or Salt- River, both which are afterwards mixed with the fea. The 
two branches of this river furround the river Biberibi on the weft fide; and to the 
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eaft the ifle of Anfhony Vaez. Upon that branch of the river called Affogados, are 
abundance of fugar-mills, from whence the Portuguefe ufed to convey their fugar-chefts, 
either in boats by the way of the river, or in carts to Baretta, and from thence in flat- 
bottomed boats to the Receif and to Olinda. ’ 

A league to the fouth of Maurice’s Town, upon the branch called Affogados, is a 
four-fquare fort of the fame name, otherwife called Port William ; and from whence 
you may pafs along a dike to the fojt Frederick-Ilenry, or Maurice’s Town. It was 
a noble ftru&ure, surrounded with high and ftrong walls, a large ditch and pallifadoes, 
with fix brafs cannon ; it defended the avenues to the plains. 

About half a league from thence, and at the fame diftance from the continent, lies 
another fort on the fea-fhore, called Baretta ; this commands the avenues both by fea 
antf land to the cape of St. Auftin and the Receif. 

Upon that part of the illand which lies betwixt the rivers Kapivaribi and Biberibi, 
and betwixt the forts of Erneltus and the triangular fort of Waerdenburg, were the 
before-mentioned gardens of Count Maurice, ftored with all kinds of trees, fruits, 
flowers and greens, which either Europe, Africk, or both the Indies could afford. 
Tfyere were near feven hundred cocoa-trees of all fizes, fome of which were thirty, 
forty, and fifty feet high ; which being tranfplanted thither, out of the circumjacent 
countries, bore abundance of fruit* the very firft year ; above fifty lemon-trees, and 
eighteen citron-trees, eighty pomegranate-trees, and fixty-fix fig-trees, were alfo to be 
feen in thefe gardens. 

In the midft of it flood the feat itfelf, called Vryburg, a noble ftrufture indeed, 
which, as is reported, coft fix hundred thoufand florins ; it had a molt admirable prof- 
peft, both to the fea and land fide, and its two tovvers were of fuch a height, that they 
might be feen fix or feven leagues off at fea, and ferved the feamen for a beacon. In 
the front of the houfe was a battery *of marble, rifing by degrees from the river fide, 
upon which were mounted ten pieces of cannon for die defence of the river. About 
two or three rods from the river, were feveral large bafons in the garden, containing 
very fw^t water, notwithftanding the river all round about afforded nothing but falt- 
water ; befides this, there were divers filh-ponds, flocked with all forts of filh. 

At the very foot of the bridge which is built over the river Kapivaribi, from Mau- 
rice’s Town to the continent, Count Maurice had built a very pleafant ■ fumtfter feat, 
called by the Portuguefe, Baavifta, i. e. a fair profpeft. It was not only furrounded 
with very pleafant gardens and fifh-ponds, but ferved likewife as a fort for the defence 
of the ifle of Anthony Vaez and Maurice’s Town. 

Upon the Sandy Receif, oppofite to the fea, or Water Fort, was a ftrong fort built 
of ftone, called by the Portuguefe, St. Toris, our people ufed to call it the Land Fort, 
to diftinguifh it froiruhe b:f ore-mentioned Water Fort ; it defends the entrance of the 
harbour with thirteen iron pieces of cannon. 

About a mulket-fhot thence to tile north, lies upon ..he fame Sandy Receif, a fmall 
fort with four baftions, called the fort of Bruin *, and aboat a mulket-fhot farther to 
the north, a redoubt, called Madame de Bruin ; both thefe forts were bgilt by the 
Dutch. 

Near the continent, nor far from the falt-pits, betwixt the Sandy Receif and the ifle 
of Anthony Vaez, was a triangular lort called Waerdenburg. It was :u firft a four- 
fquare, j^ut afterwards turned by the Dutch into a triangular fort, the fourth bulwark 
being not 4efenfible, by reafon of the ground. Thefe three bulwarks were afterwards 
changed into as many redoubts, and provided with fome brafs guns $ at high tide it is 
furrounded on all fides with water. 

The 
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The City of Olinda. 

% 

AT a fmjall diftance from the Receif, or Maurice’s Town, to the north, is the 
ruinated city of Olinda, once a famous place among the Portuguefe; the whole pro- 
duct: of Brazil being from thence tranfported by fea into Europe. The belt part of the 
city was built upon divers hills ; towards the ,fea on the foulh fide, thel'e hills wefe 
pretty plain, extending to the fca-fliore, which has a very white fand all along that 
coaft towards the land fide, or the north, thofe hills arc more It cep and craggy, full 
of thorn-bulhes, intermixed with a few orange-trees. Thel'e hills are an additional 
ftrength to the place, w hich befides this, was guarded by feveral baftions to the land 
fide, though by realon of the great variety of hi! Is contained in its circuit, it was a diffi- 
cult talk to bring the fortifications into a regular form. There is a very fair profpect 
from the higher part of the town, both to the fouth and north, or to the fea and land 
fide, by realon of the great quantity of circumjacent trees, which continue green all 
the year round. You may alio from thence fee the ifle of Anthony Vaez, and Mau- 
rice’s Town. The point of land near Olinda, is called Tipo by the inhabitants. 

Upon the highclf hill within the place, flood formerly a convent belonging to the 
Jefuits, being a magnificent ftrudturc, founded by Sebailian King of Portugal, who 
endowed it u'ith confiderable revenues. It had a very fair profpedt, and might be feen 
at a good diftance at fea. Not far from thence was another monaftery belonging to 
the Capuchins ; and near the fea-fhore, another of the Dominican friars. Befides 
which, it had two churches, the one called St. Salvador, and the other St. Peter. 

It contained above two thouland inhabitants, befides the clergymen and llaves, among 
whom were two hundred that were accounted vefy rich. On the foot of the mountain 
upon which the city of Olinda was built, a ftrong redoubt was eredted, w'liich in the 
y$ar 164*5 was by a ferjeant betrayed to the Portuguefe for a film of money. About 
a league from the city, near the water-fide, were the fuburbs, well ftored with inhabi- 
tants and packhoufes, but deftitute of frelli water, w hich they were fain tfl fetch from 
beyond the river, « 

The*whole diftridt of Parnambuco abounds in divers kinds of fruits and cattle. The 
valleys afford good pafturage, and the lower grbunds near the rivers, great ftorc of 
fugar reeds, which are much cultivated hereabouts. • The mountains produce richer 
minerals here, than in the other captainlhips. During the rainy feafon the heat is more 
tolerable here in the day-time than the cold nights. 


The Camclcon , or Indian Salamander , otherwife called Gckko. 

THIS creature, which is not only found in Brazil, but alfo in the ifle of Java, belong- 
ing to the > Eaft Indies, and which by our people is called Gekko, from its conftant cry 
(like among us that of Guckoe), Is properly an Indian Salamander. It is about a 
foot long, its Ikin o|t a pale or fea-green colour, with red fpots. The head is not 
unlike that of a tortoife, with a ftraight mouth. The eye's are very large, ftarting out 
of the head, with long and fmall ey&apples. The tail is diftinguilhed by feveral white 
rings. Its teeth are to lharp as to make an imprelfion even upon fteel. Each of its 
four legs had five crooked claws armed on the end with nails. Its* gait is very flow, 
but wherever it fallens it is not eafily removed. It dwells commonly upon rotten frees, 

or 
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■or among tlfe ruins of old houfes and churches ; it oftentimes fett’es near the bedfteads, 
which makes fometimcs the moors pull down their huts. 

- Its conftant cry is Gekko, but before it begins it nvtkes a kind of hilling noife. The 
fling of this creature is fo venomous, that the wound proves mortal, unlefs it be im- 
mediately burnt with a red-hot iron, or cut off. The blood is of a p £ti{h colour, 
refembling poifon itfelf. 

The Javanefe ufe to dip their arrows in the blood of this creature ; and thofe who 
deal in poifons among them (an art much efteemed in the ifland of Java, by both fexes) 
hang it up with a firing tied to the, tail on the ceiling, by which 'means it being exafpe- 
rated to the higheft pitch, fends forth a yellow liquor out of its mouth? which they 
gather in fmall pots fet underneath, and afterwards coagulate into a body in the fun. 
This they continue for fevefai months together, by giving daily food to the creature. 

It is unqueftionably the ftrongeft poifon in the world, its urine being of lb corrofive 
a quality, that it not only raifes blifters wherever it touches the Ikin, but turns the flelh 
black, and caufes a gangrene. The inhabitants of the Kali Indies fay, that the bell 
remedy againll this poifon is the Curcumie root. Such a Gekko was got within the 
body of the wall of the church in the Receif, which obliged us to have a great hole 
made in the laid wall to diflodge it from thence. * 

There are alfo feveral forts of ferpents in Brazil, fuch as rattle-ferpents, double- 
headed ferpents, and fuch like ; of which the Brazilians enumerate twenty-three, viz. 
Boigvacu, or Liboya, Arabo, Bioby, Boicininga, Boitrapo, Boykupekanga, Bapoba, 
Kukuruku, Raninana, Kurukakutinga, Grinipaijaguara, Ibiara, Jakapekoaja, Ibiboboca, 
Jararaka, Manima, Vona, Tarciboya, Kakaboya, Amorepinima. 

We will give you an account of thofe only that dwell in the houfes and woods of 
Pernambuko, palfing by the reft, as not fo well known among us ; and it is obfervable 
that thov.gh feme of the American or Brazilian ferpents exceed thofe of Europe in 
bignefs, they are neverthelefs not fo poifonous. * 

The ferpent of Boicininga, or Boicinininga, likewife called Boiquira by the Br azil ians, 
is by the i‘ itfuguefe called Kalkaveda and Tangedor, i. e. a rattle, and by our people a 
rattle-ferpent, bccaufe it makes a noife with its tail, not unlike a rattle. This ferpent b 
ft&tnd both upon the highway and in defolate places ; it moves with fuch fwiftnefs as if 
it had wings, and is extremely venomous. *In the midll it is about the thicknels of 
a man’s arm near the elbow, but grows thinner by degrees towards the head and tail. 
The belly and head is flattilh, the laft being of the length and breadth of a finger 
and a half, with very fmall eyes. It has four peculiar teeth longer than all the reft, 
white and fharp like a thorn, which it hides fometimes within the gums. The Ikin is 
covered with thick feales, thofe upon the back being fomewhat higher than the 
reft,, and of a pale yellowifh colour, with black edges. The Tides ot the body are 
likewife yellqwilh, with black feales on each fide ; but t hofe upon the belly are larger, 
four-fquare, and of a yellow colour. It is three, four, and lometimes five foot long j 
has a round tongue, fplit in the middle, with long and fliarp teeth. The tail is 
compofed of feveral loofe and bony joints, which" make fuch a noife that ft may be 
heard at a diftance ; or rather at the end of the tail, is a 1ob0 piece, confuting of 
feveral joints, joined within one another in a molt, peculiar manner, not 1 'dike a chain. 
Every year there is an addition of one of thefe joints, fo that you may know the exact 
age of thfe ferpent by their number ; nature feeming in this point to have favoured 
mankind, & a warning to avoid this poifonous creature by this noife. One of thefe 
joints 'put in the fundament caufes immediate death ; hut the fting of this creature 
proceeds much flower in its operation, for in the beginning a bloody matter fifties from 
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the wound, afterwards the flefli turns blue/ and the ulcer corrodes the adjacent part* 
by degrees. ' _ 

The moft fovereign remedy ufed by the Brazilians againft the poifon of this and 
other ferpen|s, is the head of the fame ferpent that has given the wound, which they 
bruife in a mortar, and in form of a plaifter apply it to the affe&ed part. They mix 
it commonly with failing fpittle, wherewith they alfo frequently moiften the wound. 
If they find the poifon begins to faize the nobler parts, they ufe the Tiproka as a 
cordial, and afterwari^ give ftrong fudorifics.' They alfo lay open the wound, and 
apply Cupping-glaffes, to draw the venom from thence ; or elfe they burn it with a 
red-hot iron. " . 

The ferpent Kukuruku is of an aih colour, with yellow fpots within and black 
fpeckles without, and has juft fuch fades as the rattle-ferpent. 

The ferpent Guaku, or Liboya,^is queftionlefs the biggeft of all ferpents ; fome 
being eighteen, twenty-four, nay thirty foot long, and of the thicknefs of a man in 
the middle. The Portuguefe call it Kobre Dehado, or the roebuck ferpent, becaufe it 
will fwallow a whole roebuck, or any other deer it meets with ; and this is performed 
by fucking it through the throat, which is pretty narrow, but the belly vaftly big. 
After they have fwallowed fuch a deer, they fall afleep, and fo are catched. Such a 
one I faw near Paraiba, which was thirty foot long, and as big as a barrel. Some 
negroes faw it accidentally fwqllow a roebuck, whereupon thirteen mufqueteers were 
fent out, who Ihot it, and cut the roebuck out of its belly. It was of a greyilh colour, 
though others are inclining more to the brown. It is not fo venomous as the other 
ferpents. The negroes and Portuguefe, nay even fome of the Dutch, eat the flelh ; 
neither are its ftings looked upon a‘s very infedtious, the wound healing often up with- 
out any application of remedies ; fo that it ought not to be reckoned among the number 
of poifonous ferpents, no more than the Kaninana, Mavina, and Vocia. This ferpent 
being a Very devouring creature, greedy of prey, leaps from amongft the hedges and 
woods, and Handing upright upon its tail, wreftles both with men and wild beafts ; 
fometimes it leaps from the trees upon the traveller, whom it fallens upon, and beats 
the breath out of his body with its tail. 

The'ferpent Jararaka is fhort, feldom exceeding the length of an arm to the elbofr. 
It has certain protuberant veins on the ‘head like the adder, and makes much fuch a 
noife. The /kin is covered with red and black fpots, the reft being of an earth 
colour. The ftings of this creature are as dangerous, and attended with the fame 
fymptoms, as thofe of other ferpents. Its body, the head, tail, and ikin, being before 
taken away together with the entrails, boiled in the water of the root of Jurepeba, 
with fait, dill, and fuch like, is looked upon as a very good reqjedy. 

The ferpent Boitrapo, called by the Portuguefe, Qobre de Cipo, is about fevenjfoot 
in length, of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, feeds upon frogs, and is of an.olive colour. 
It is very venomous, and when it ftings, occafions the fame fymptoms as the ferpent 
Kukuruku ; nay, the wound is accounted paft curing, unlefs you apply the hot iron. 

The adder Ibiara, by the Portuguefe called Cobra Vega, or Cobra de das Cabecas, 
i. e. the double-headfed ferpent, becaufe it appears to have two heads, which, however, 
is not fo. They are found in great numbers, lurking in* holes under ground. They 
feed upon pifmires, are of the thicknefs of the length of a finger, and a foot aad a 
half long, of a filver colour} nothing is more poifonbus than the ftingi of thefe 
creatures, though not beyond all hopes of cure, provided the before-mentioned reme- 
dies be applied in time. . " - 


The 
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The ferpent by'the Brazilians called Ib'iboboka, the Portuguefe call Cobra de Corals. 

• It is very beautiful, and of a fnow-white colour, fpeckled with black and red Ipots, 
and about two foot long : its fting is mortal, but kills by degrees. » 

I he ferpent Biobi, ^called by the Portuguefe Cabro Verde, or the green ferpent, 
about three quarters of ayard'long, and the thicknefs of a thumb; of Shining green 
colour. It lives among houfes, and hurts nobody, unlefs When provoked. Its fling 
is, however, full nf poifon, and fcarce curably A certain foldier being wounded by 
one of thefe creatures, which lay hidden in a hedge, in his thigh, did, for want of 
proper remedies, die in a lew hqurs after : his body fwelled, and turned pale blue. 

The ferpent Kaninana is’ yellow on the belly, and green on the back ; its length is 
about eight hands, and is looked upon as the leaft venomous of all. It feeds upon 
eggs and birds, and the Negroes and Brazilians eat the body, after they have cut off 
the head and tail. * 

The ferpent called by the Brazilians Ibirakoa, is of feveral colours, with white, 
black, and red fpots. The fting of this creature is very poifonous, -attended with the 
fame fymptoms as that of Kukuruku ; for it kills infallibly, unlefs proper remedies be 
applied immediately. If the poifon has not feized the heart, they boil the lldh of the 
fame ferpent with certain roots, and give it the patient in wine. 

The ferpent Tarciboya and Kaliaboya are amphibious creatures. ^The firft is of a 
blackifh colour, very large, and ftings when provoked, but is not very difficult to be 
cured. The Kakaboya is of a ycllowifh colour, fix hands long, and feeds upon 
tame fowl. 


‘ Of the Sencmbi or the Lcguan. 

NOT only in the captainfhip of Parnambuko, but alfo all over Brazil and America, 
as likewife in the ille of Java in the Ealt Indies, are a certain kind of land crocodile, 
called by the Brazilians Sencmbi, by our people Leguan : fome are larger than others, 
fome being three, others four foot long, but fcldom exceed five : they are all over 
‘covered with feales, which are fomewhat bigger on the back, legs, and beginning of 
the tail, than on the other parts : the neck is about a finger and a half long, the eyes 
are black and bright, and the noftrils in the hindermoft part of the head. Each jaw- 
bone is full of fmall, black, and fhort teeth ; the tongue is very thick : all along the 
back, from the neck to the tail, are fmall ftrarp teeth, of a greenifh colour; they' 
are biggeft on the neck, and grow fmaller and fmaller towards the tail : under the 
throat are likewife,. many of the fame kind. The whole fkin is of a delicate green, 
with black and wftite fpots. ]^.has four legs and feet, with five claws armed with very 
{harp nailp : it can live two or three months without food. Its flefh is as white as that 
of a rabbit, and of as good a tafte as that of fowls or rabbits, if it be boiled or well 
fried with butter. In the head of this creature are certain ftones, which are an infal- 
lible remedy to break and drive the gravel out of the kidneys, given to the quantity of 
two drams at a time, or carried on fome part of the body. 0 

There are in Brazil lizards both great and fmall ; fome ire green, ■-'there greyifli, 
and fome four foot long, with fparkling eyes. The negroes feed upon fome of 
them,’ whom they kill with blunt arrows; they broil them, after they have Ikinned 
them, and eat them without the leaft harm. Among all thofe that are found among 
the thorns and briars, or the ruins of houfes, there is but one kind venomous, 
which is called Bibora. They are like the others, but leffer, not exceeding the bignefs 
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of a thumb ; they are of an afh colour, inclining to white; the body and limbs thick, 
*and dwelled with the poifon, but the tail Ihort and broad. The wounds given by them 
are fall of a thin {linking matter, with blue fwellings, with a pain near the heart, and 
in the bowels. . 

There are alfo certain creatures, called Thoufand Legs, as Iikewife Hundred Legs,, 
by the natives called Atribua, who bend as they crawl along, and arc accounted very 
poifonous. The firft are commonly fpnd in the houfes, and the lalt among the woods, 
where they not only fpoil the fruits of the earth,* but alfo plague men and beads. 

Scorpions, by the Brazilians called Jaaciaiira, are, found here in great numbers, 
being in lhape like the European fcorpions, but not fo peftiferous, and confequently 
the wounds given by them are eafily cured. They lurk in houfes, behind eld 
ftools, benches, and cherts. They are exceeding big, no bigger being to be found in 
any other parts, fome being five or fix foot long, and of a confiderable thicknefs. 

There are fuch prodigious quantities of pifmires in Brazil, that for this reafon they 
are called by the Portuguefe Rey de Brazil, i. e. King of Brazil. They eat all that 
lights in their way, as fruit, flelh, fifli, and infefts, without any harm. There is alfo 
a certain flying pifmire, of a finger’s length, with a triangular head, the body being 
feparated into two parts, and {aliened together by a fmall firing. On the head- are 
two fmall and long horns, their eyes being very fmall. On the foremort part of the 
body are fix legs, three joints e?ch, and four thin and tranfparent wings ; to wit, two 
without, and two within ; the hindermoft part is of a bright brown colour, and round, 
which is eaten by the negroes. They dig into the ground like the moles, and 
confume the feed. 

There is another kind of great piflnires, refembling a great fly ; the whole body of 
which is about the length of half a finger, and feparated into three feveral parts. .The 
laft part refembling in lhape and .bignefs a barley-corn ; the middlemoft of an oblong 
figure, with fix legs, half a finger long, each of which has four joints : the foremort 
part, or the head, is pretty thick, in the lhape of a heart, with two horns, and as 
many black crooked teeth: the white of the eyes is inclining to black,. the whole 
compofition of the head being the two eyes, placed oppofite to one another, rd'em- 
bling the figure of a heart. The fore and hindermoil parts are of a bright red 
colour. * 

There is another kind of pifmire, of a bright black colour, with black and rough 
legs. It is about the length of a finger, with a large four-fquare head, Halting black 
eyes and teeth, and two horns, half a finger longer. The body is alfo feparated into 
three parts. The foremort of an oblong figure, not very thick, with fix legs, each 
of the length of half a finger ; the middlemoft very finall and fquare, not exceeding 
the bignefs of a loufe ; the hindermoft is the biggeft ofkhe three, of an oval figure, and 
lharp on the end. Thefe three parts are faftened together with a fingle ftring, the Bra- 
zilians call it Tapijai. 

There is befides this another pifmire, called by the Brazilians ICupia, of a chefnut 
brown colour ; its head being as big as another pifmire, with black eyes, two horns, 
and two tulks inftead#f teeth. The whole body is covered with hair ; it Is divided 
into .two parts ; the foremort with fix legs, being fomewhat lefs than the hindermoft ; 
at certain feafons it gets four wings, the foremort being a little bigger than the hinder- ‘ 
moft, which it lofes again at a certain time. * * 

The Iron Pig of Brazil, called by the Brazilians Kuandu, and by the Portuguefe 
Ourico Kachiero, is of the bignefs of a large ape, its whdle body being covered with 
lharp fpikes of three or four fingers long, without any hair. Towards the body thofe 
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fpikes-are halfways’yellowifh, the remaining part is black, except the points, which 
are whitilh and as {harp as an awl. When they are vexed, they are able, by a ob- 
tain contraction of the {kin, to throw or dart them wish fuch violence, that they wotnd, 
nay, fometimes kill mer#or hearts. Their whole body, to meafure from the' hinder, 
moft part of the head to the beginning of the tail, is a foot long, and the tail a foot and 
. five inches in length, which likewife has halfways {harp fpikes, the reft being covered 
with briftles like other hogs. The eye? are round, ftarting and glittering like a car- 
buncle ; about the mouth and nofe is hair of four fingers length, refembling thofe 
of our cats or hares :*thc fe$t are* like thofe of apes, but with four fingers only with- 
out a thumb, inftead of which you fee a place vacant, as if it had been cut away. The 
fore-legs are lefs than the hindermoft, they are likewife armed with fpikes, but not 
the feet. 

This creature commonly fleeps in the day-time, and roves about by night; it 
breathes through the noftrils, is a great lover of fowl, and climbs up the trees, though 
very flowly. The flefh is of no ungrateful taftc, but roafted and eaten by the inha- 
bitants. It makes a noife jii, like the Luyaert. . 

That four-legged creature, by the Brazilians called Ai, by the Portuguefe Priguiza, 
and by the Dutch Luyaert (lazy-back) from its lazy and flow pace, becaufe in fifteen 
days time it fcarce walks above a rtone’s throw. It is about the bignefs of a middle- 
fized fox, its length being a little above a foot, to meafure from the neck (which is 
fcarce three fingers long) to the tail. The fore-legs are feven fingers long to the feet, 
but the hindermoft about fix ; the head round, of three fingers in length ; its mouth, 
which never is without a foam, is round and finall, its teeth neither large nor (harp. 
The nofe is black, high, and glib, and the eyes fmall, black and heavy. The body 
is covered all over with afh-coloured hair, about two fingers long ; which are more 
inclining to the white towards the back. Round about the neck the hair is foinewhat 
longer than the reft. It is a very lazy creature, unable to undergo any fatigues, by 
reafon its l^gs are as it were disjointed in the middle ; yet it keeps upon the trees, but 
moves, or nfther creeps along very flowly. Its food is the leaves of the trees ; it never 
drinks, and when it rains, hides itfelf. Wherever it fallens with its paws, it is not 
eafily removed ; it makes, though feldom, a noife like our cats. * 

The Pifinire Eater, is thus called, becaufe he feeds upon nothing but pifmires ; 
there are two forts, the great and the fmall : the Brazilians call the firft Tamanduai, and 
the laft Tamanduai Guacu. It is a four-legged creature, of the bignefs of a dog, 
with a round head, long fnout, fmall mouth, and no teeth. The tongue is roundim, 
but fometimes twenty-five inches, nay, two foot and a half long. When it feeds, it 
ftretches out its tongye upon the dunghills, till the pifmires have fettled upon it, and 
then fwallows them. It has found ears, and a rough tail ; is not nimble, but may 
be taken with the hand in the field. The fmall one, called Tamanduai Guacu, is of 
the bignefs of a Brazilian fox, about a foot in length. On the fore-feet it has four 
crooked claws, two big ones in the midft, and the two letter on the fides. The head 
is round, yet pointed at one end, a little bent below ; with a little black mouth with- 
out teeth. The eyes are very fmall ; the ears ftand upright abdSt a finger’s length. 
Two broad black lifts run along on both fides of the back ; the hairs on me tail are 
longer thijn thofe on the back, the extremity of the tail is without hair, wherewith it 
fattens to the branches of the trees. The hairs all over the body are of a pale yellow, 
hard and bright.. Its tongue is round, and about eight fingers long. It is a very 
lavage creature, grafps every thing with its paws, and if ^ou hit it with a flick, fits 
upright like a bear, and takes hold of it with its mouth. It fleeps aU day long, with 
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ts head and fore-feet under the neck, and roves about in the ni£ht time. A* often 
i&rft drinks, the water fpouts forth immediately through the noftrils. 

They have alfo a kind of ferpents of about two fathoms long, without legs, with a 
(kin of various colours, and four teeth. The tongue is fplitfn the middle, refembling 
two arrows, and the poifon is hid in a bladder in its t;fil. 

The four-legged creature, called by the Brazilians Tatu and Tatupera, by the Spa- 
niards, Armadillo, by the Portuguefc, Encuberto, and by the Dutch, Schilt Verken 
(fhield-hog), becaufc it is defended with fcalcs like as with an armour, refembles in 
bignefs and lhape our hogs ; there are feveral forts, of them,, The uppermoft part of 
the body, as well as the head and tail, is covered with bony fhields, compofed of very 
fine feales. It has on the back feven partitions, betwixt each of which appears a -dark 
brown fkin. The head is altogether like that of a hog, with a fharp nofe, wherewith 
they grub under ground ; fmall eyes, which lie deep in the head ; a little, but lharp 
tongue ; dark brown and Ihort ears, without hair or feales : the colour of the whole body 
inclining to red ; the tail in its beginning is about four fingers thick, but grows by 
degrees lharp and round to the end, like ihofe of our pigs : bu‘ the belly, the breaft, 
and legs are without any feales ; but covered with a Ikin not unlike that of a 
goofe, and whitilh hair of a finger’s length. It is generally very bulky and fat, living 
upon melons and roots, and docs confiderable mifehief in the plantations. It loves to 
rout under ground, eats rabhtis, and the dead carcafes of birds, or any other carrion : 
it drinks much, lives for the molt part upon the land, yet loves the water and inarlhy 
places. Its flefh is fit to be eaten. It is catchcd like the doe in Holland with the 
rabbits, by fending a fmall dog abroad, w ho by his barking, gives notice where it 
lurks under ground, and fo by digging up the ground it is found and caiched. 

The bats in Brazil, called by the inhabitants Andirika, are of the bignefs -of our 
crows ; they are very fierce, end bite moll violently with their lharp teeth. They 
build th*eir nefts in hollow trees and holes. 

The bird called by the Brazilians Ipekati Apoa, by the Portuguefe Pata, is no 
more than a goofe ; and for that reafon by the Dutch called a wild-goofe. It is of 
the bignefs of one of our geefe of about nine months old, and in all other refpefts 
refembles them. The belly and under part of the tail, as likewife the neck, is covered 
with white feathers ; but on the back tef the neck, on the wings and head, the feathers 
are black intermixed with fome green. There arc alfo fome black feathers inter- 
mixed with the white ones on the neck and belly. They differ from our geefe in this, 
that they arefomewhat bigger; their bills refembic rather thofc of our ducks, but are* 
black, and turned at the end, and on the top of it grows a broad, round, and black 
piece of flelh, with white fpeckles. They are commonly found near the river fide, are 
very flelhy and well-talfed. * 

The bird by the Brazilians called Toukan, or large bill, is about thf bignefs of a 
wood-pigeon. It has a crop about the breaft of three or four fingers in compafs, of a 
faffron polour, with high red-coloured feathers round the edges, which are yellow on 
the breaft, but black on the back and all the other parts of the body. Its bill is very ‘ 
large, of the length of a palm of a hand, yellow without and red within. It is almo/t 
incredible how fo fmall a bird is able to manage fo large a bill, but that it is very thin 
and light. 

The bird called by the Brazilians Kokoi, is a kind of a crane, very'pleafing to 
the fight, as big as our ftorks. Their bills are ftraight and fharp, about fix fingers in 
length, of a yellowifh colour inclining to green. The neck is fifteen fingers long, fhe 
t-ody ten, the tail five : their legs are half-ways covered with feathers, about eight 
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finders in length, the remaining part being fix and an half. The neck and throat is 
white, both fides of the head black, mixt with afh-colour. On the far and undermoil 
part of the neck are mod delicious, white, Jong, ar\d thin feathers, fit for plurals : 
the wings and tail are of ^in afh-colour, yet mixt with fome white feathers. All along 
the back you fee long and light feathers, like thofe on the necks, but are of an afh- 
colour : their flefh is ' ery good, and of a grateful tafte. There is another kind of 
thefe birds, which is lomewhat bigger ’than a tame duck. Its bill is ftraight, and (harp 
at the end, of the length of four fingers and a half, with a double fet of teeth both 
above and below : the head and neck (which is two foot long) refernbles the crane, 
with black eyes inclofed in a ’gold-coloured ciicle. The body is two foot and a half in 
length ; the tail, which Hands even with the extremity of the wings, four fingers. 
The bill is of an afh-colour towards the head, the reft yellow, inclining to green. 
The head and upper part of the neck are covered with long pale yellowifh feathers, 
intermixt with black. On the back and wings it has afh-coloured feathers inclining to 
yellow : but the legs and feet are dark grey : the flefh of this bird is eatable, and taftes 
like that of a crane. 

The bird, called by the Brazilians Jabiru-Guaku, and by the Dutch, Schuur Vogel 
(or barn-bird), has no tongue, but a very large bill, near feven foot and a half long ; 
round and crooked towards the end,’ of a grey colour. On the top of the head is a 
crown of white and preen feathers. The eyes are black, behind each of which are two 
great concavities inftead of cars. The neck is ten fingers in length, one half part of 
which, as well as the head, is not covered with feathers, but with an afh-coloured, 
whitifh, rugged fkin. This bird is of the bignefs of a ffork, with a fhort black tail, 
which Hands even with the extremities of the wings. The other part of the neck, and 
the whole body, is cbvered with white feathers, and thofe on the neck very long ones : 
the wings are likewife white, but mixed with fome red., The flefh, if boiled, after the 
fkin is taken off, is good food, being very white, but fomewhat dry. • 

Brazil produces incredible quantities of other wild fowl of all forts, both great and 
fmall, fonu. .of which live among the woods, others in the water, but are very good 
food. 

Of the beff kind are the thrufhes, called by them Bamodi ; pheafants of divers kinds, 
called by the barbarians Magnagu, Jaku, and> Arakua. 

Mouton is a bird of the bignefs of a peacock, but has black feathers ; the flefh is 
very good and tender. Becaufe this country is full of fruit-trees and woody places, it 
produces abundance of fparrow-hawks, and other hawks, called by the Portuguefe 
Guavilon, and by the Brazilians Teguata and Inage, which are always at enmity with 
the chickens and pigeons. 

Among thofe that'live both m the water and upon the land, the wild ducks claim 
the precedency ; fome of thofe are fmaller than the European ducks, others much ex- 
ceed them, being as big as a goofe. They have alfo a jort of fnipes, called Jakana-miri 
and J akan a-guaku. Befides thefe there are cranes, quails, and oflriges, and many 
others of that kind ; the flefh of which is eatable, but not very toothfome. ' 

The reff of thefe birds are very greedy after the amber-gris, which is thrown afhore 
by the boifferous fea, which .they devour before the inhabitants can cot • thither to 
gather it. They have alfo abundance of Parakets, or fmall parrots ; thefe never fpeak 5 
but their parrots are extraordinary fine and large, fome of which learn to fpeak as dif- 
tinftly as a’man. I have feen fome of thefe parrots exprefs every thing what they heard 
cried in the ftreets very plainly ; and among the reff I fav^ one, which if put in a bafket 
upon the floor, would make a dog that belonged to the fame houfe fit up before the 
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bafket, crying out to him. Sit up, fit up, you nafty toad. Neither did this parrot 
leave off calling and crying, till the dog came to fit up before the bafket. It was after- 
wards prefentea to the Queen of Sweden. 

There is among the reft a certain finall bird, no Bigger than £ joint of a finger, which, 
notwithftanding mis, makes a great noife, and is catched with the hands whilft it is 
fitting among the flowers, from whence it draws its nourifhment. As often as you turn 
this bird, the feathers reprefent a different colour, which makes the- Brazilian women 
fallen them with golden wires to their ears, as we do our ear-rings. The birds here are 
never deftitute of food, which they always meet with either among the flowers or fruits 
olF the trees, which are never fpoiled here during the winter feafon. 

The rivers and lakes of Brazil, as well as the neighbouring fea, fumifhes them with 
great ftore of all forts of filh, which are accounted fo wholefome here, that they are 
even allowed for thofe that are troubled with agues. The Handing waters near the 
fea-fide, which fometimes are quite dried up, produce abundance of craw-fifh, tor- 
toifes, fhrimps, crabs, oyfters, and divers others of this kind, which are all very good 
food. 

There are abundance of filh in Brazil common to the fea and rivers, efpecially dur- 
ing the rainy feafon ; when a great quantity of the river-water being conveyed into the 
fea, the fweetnefs of the water allures the fifh into the rivers, where, meeting with 
abundance of green weeds (the product of the bottom of the rivers), they never return 
to the fea. 

Among the river filh, the chiefeft are, the Duja, Prajuba, and Akara-Puku ; the laft 
of which refembles the beft and largeft of our perches. 

Brazil produces alfo various kinds of infefts, fome of which are of four fingers’ 
length, and an inch thick. They have likewife filk-worms, called by the Brasilians 
Ifokukus, and their filk, Ifokurenimbo. There are alfo divers forts of fire-flies, which 
are likewife found in the Eaft Indies, where we lhall give you a farther account of them. 
Befides thefe, there are many forts of other flies, hornets, wafps, and bees ; fome of 
which produce honey, fome none at all. 

Among other kinds of fpiders there is one of a prodigious bignefs, which is always 
found either in dunghills, or in the concavities of hollow trees : they call it Nhandu- 
guaka. 1’hefe creatures weave cobwebs like other fpiders ; the {kin is rough and black, 
provided with fharp and long teeth. This creature, if provoked, wounds with its poi- 
fonous fting, which is fo fmall as fcarce to' be vifible, and raifes a blueifh tumour, 
•which is very painful, and, if care be not taken in time, occafions an inflammation, 
attended with l'uch dangerous fymptoms, as prove afterwards incurable. 

Near Rio St. Francifco are vaft numbers of a certain fmall infe&lnot unlike our 
crickets ; I have been very curious to get fight of this creature, td faSisfy myfelf as to 
its fhape and refemblance to others of this kind; but though it makes, a very flirill 
noife, which refembles that of our crickets, I was never able to fee any of them ; for 
as foon as you approach they defift, fo that you are at a lofs which way to look. They 
fing fometimes for a quarter of an hour without intermifiion. In the ifland of Java, in 
the Eaft Indies, it is commonly heard in the months of February and June. At laft I 
had the good fortune to get one of thefe creatures into my hands, by means of a cer- 
tain Chinefe woman, after I had often been in fearch of it, both within and without the 
«nty of Batavia. The Javanefe fet two of thefe little creatures a fighting together, and 
Jay money on both fides, as we do at a cock-match. . ** 

There are alfo abundance qf ravenous wild beafts in Brazil, fuch as tigers, leopard^ 
&c. The tigers are extremely favage here $ they fall upon hearts, and lometimes upon; 
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men, of whom ieveral were killed by them in my time. A certain Portuguele had a 
fugar-mill very pleafantly fituated near a wood, whiter we ufed to go to divert our- 
felves fometimes. The Portuguefe fitting one time with four more of his friends in 
the houfe, with the windows drawn up for the conveniency of the land air, a dog be- 
longing to the houfe, who had ventured too far into the adjacent wood, was purfued 
by a tiger, fo that to fave his life he leapt into the window to feek for ihelter near his 
mailer; but the tiger clofely purfuing him, leapt' alio through the window into the 
room, where the door being ihutj he tore two of thofe there prefent in pieces before 
the reft could make their efc’ape, and afterwards went his way. 

There is another fort of lavage beaft in thofe parts, called by fome of our people;, 
Jan-over-Zee (or jack beyond fea), which furpafl'es all others in nimblenefs, and tears 
all to pieces it meets with. . 

Brazil has alfo great plenty of cattle, but the flefli will not keep above twenty- four 
hours after it is drefted. The Dutch cut off the fat, and cut the lean in thin flices, and 
dry it in the fun like fifli. No butter is to be made here, becaufe the milk turns to 
curds immediately ; the Dutch butter is drawn out of a veffel like oil. 

Their hogs are finall and black, but very well tailed, and wholefotne ; there is an- 
other kind of amphibious hogs, by the Portuguefe called Kapiverres ; they are very near 
as black as the others, and good food. 

There is another four-legged creature in Brazil, called by the inhabitants Taperete, 
and by the Portuguefe, Antes ; its flelh has the tafte of beef, but fomewhat finer. It 
is about the bignefs of a calf, but lhaped like a hog ; it lleeps all day among the woods, 
and feeks for belly-timber in the night : its food is grafs, fugar-reeds, cabbages, and 
fuch like. They have likewil'e good ftore of goats, called by them Pakas and Kotias, 
and hares and rabbits, which do not give way in goodnefs to thofe of Europe. There 
is alfo an excellent kind of lizards, called by the inhabitants Vuana and Ttfju, which 
are accounted a dainty bit. 

The filii ip Brazil are no lefs confiderable for the fupply of our plantations, than the 
cattle, which are on the coafts of Brazil, but efpecially in Pernambuko, where they 
are found in fuch plenty, that at one draught they catch fometimes two nr three 
thoufand fine filh in the four or five fummer months, fpr during the rainy feafon 
they catch but few. There are certain diftridts along the fea-coaft whither the fifli moll 
refort; fome of thofe belong to the inhabitants, the reft to the company, and are 
farmed at a certain rate per annum. The lakes, as well as the bays, are ftored with an 
incredible multitude of fifli ; the lirft are, by the Portuguefe, called Alagoas ; afid the 
bell they produce; are the Sindia, Qucha, and N6ja, all without fcalcs. And though 
the filh which areedfehed in the lakes are not fo much efteemed as the river-fifti, never- 
thelefs are they not much behind them in goodnefs, becuufe thefe lakes are not always 
ftanding-waters, but intermixed with fevcral livers. Some oi thefe fifli they dry in the 
fun. The chiefeft of this kind are thofe called by the Brazilians Kurima Parati, and 
by the Dutch inhabitants, Herders. They abound no lefs in l’ea-filh of all forts. The 
filh, called by the Brazilians Karapantangele, which is not unlike our pe-oh, has the 
preference among them. And ns the rivers furnilh infinite numbers of fim, fo they are 
generally fatter and better tailed than the fea-fifli. Thofe which are catched in thofe 
filheries rtear the fea-lhore, are, lor the moll part, falted, and carried from thence into 
the country, for the ufe of the fugar-mills, which caufe great plenty among them. 

The craw-filh, which are in grfi'at quantities near the rivers, and in the marlhy 
grounds, ferve likewife for food to the Brazilians and negroes, and fome ol our people 
like them tolerably well. 
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It is further to be obferved, that whereas a confiderable number of cattle, during the 
war, was run aftray out of the parjcs into the forefts and woods beyond the river of St. 
Francis, it was thought convenient by the great council of the company here, to agree 
with certain perfons to catch this cattle, and bring it to the Receif, in order to be killed 
for the ufe of the inhabitants. The time of the faid contract being expired, it was con- 
futed, whether the fame Ihould be renewed ; but' it being apparent that there were not 
enough left to quit coft, the fame was laid afide', and this reiolution fent to the council 
of Nineteen. For in the mean-while the inhabitants near Rio St. Francifco and Rio 
Grande, having applied themfelves with great induftry to ‘the 'breeding of cattle, their 
parks were fo well flocked by this time, that they not only fumifhed the inhabitants of 
the Receif, but alfo the fugar-mills, with plenty of meat, which was bought at the rate 
of three and four-pence per pound in the country ; befides that, they provided the gar- 
rifons with the fame for a twelve-month, after the flore-houft-s of the Receif were 
emptied ; and notwithllanding this, the inhabitants of thofc parts were not out of debt, 
when thofe of Pernambuko and Parayba were involved over head and ears, which fhews 
what advantage they reaped from the breeding of cattle ; and that if the Dutch Brazil 
had continued in peace, thofe parks might have furnifhed all the garrifons with meat, 
without impairing their flock for breeding ; which, together with the great plenty of 
fifh, are the two main pillars of the flate of Brazil. 

Notwithflanding all which, it is certain that the inhabitants of the Dutch Brazil can- 
not be provided with fufficient maintenance, without a yearly fupply from Europe, as 
well of eatables as other commodities, as has been found by experience, to the great 
detriment of the company •, after oiir flore-houfes were exhaufled by the feveral expe- 
ditions againfl Angola, Meranhaon, and other places. , „ 

In the rivers and lakes here ane alfo found crocodiles, by the Brazilians called Jakare, 
and in thfi Eafl Indies, Kaymans. They are like the African crocodiles, but not quite 
fo big, feldom exceeding five foot in length. They lay twenty or thirty eggs bigger 
than geefe eggs, which are eaten by the Brazilians, Portuguefe and Dutch, as well as 
the flefh. 

In the feas near the coafl of Brazil, they meet alfo fometimes with great lampreys. 
Before the bridge from the Receif to Maurice-Town was built, one of this kind of a 
confiderable bignefs did lurk near that paffage, where the boats ufed to pafs over from 
one fide to the other, and fnatched all that fell in this way, (both men and dogs that 
fwam fometimes after the boat,) into the water : but at a certain time, by the hidden 
fallingOf the tide, being got aground with the foremoft part of the body, he was with 
much ado brought alhore. 

The diflridl of Pernambuko does alfo abound in various forts of" fruits, as well as all 
the other parts of Brazil, of which we fhall fay more hereafter. t . 

Upon the captainfhip of Pernambuko, borders to the north the captainmip of Tama- 
rika, which owes its name to an ifland of the fame name, being the chiefeft part of this 
diftrid, which however extends near thirty-five leagues along the fea-coaft on the 
continent. 

The ifland of Tamarika lies two leagues to the north 'of* Pomerello, in the fea; being 
parted from the continent by the river Tamarika* its moil fouthem point lying under 
7 0 58' fouth latitude. It is from fouth to north about two leagues long, and ‘its circuit 
near feven. To the jurifdi&ion of this ifle did alfo belong Goyana,* CapavaVibi, Teru- 
kupa, and Abray on the continent. Formerly it had but few inhabitants, and fcarce 
any houfes, though it is a very pleafant ifle, and tolerably fertile, producing brazil-wood, 
cocoa-nuts, cotton, fugar-reeds, melons, and fuch like ; befides wood for firing, and 
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frefli water for thd conveniency of the Receif: it abounds likewil'e in wood both for 
building of houfes and (hipping. This ifland was much infefted with wild beads, which 
did great mifchief to the fugar-reeds : this moved Poter Pas, dire&or of the captainlhip 
of Itamarika, to make his application to Count Maurice and the great council in 1647, 
to know their pleafure, whethef they (hould difpofe of thofe beads by contrad, to fuch 
as would be at the charge of catchipg of them, or whether they (hould be taken and 
killed for the ufd of the garrifons ; but this was rejeded by the council, who enjoined 
the inhabitants not to kill thofe beads in the open fields, unlefs they (hould break into 
their plantations, it b'eiqg iop the.intered of the company to preferve them in cafe of a 
neceffity : the damage which from thence might accrue to the fugar reeds, being to be 
prevented by furrounding their plantations with pales and (fakes. 

The ifland is looked upon as of the greated confequence to us, it having been pro- 
pofed by fome to transfer the feat of the Dutch-Brazil from the Receif thither ; but the 
diredors of the company did not agree to it, confidering that at that time this ifland was 
quite defolate ; whereas upon the Receif, were dore-houfes, magazines, ware-houfes, 
and fuch like buildings ready to their hands, befides that the place was much more 
pl£afant, fertile and (tronger ; and the harbour much more convenient for (hips : the 
river Tamarika on the other hand being not navigable, but for fmall veflels, by reafon 
of the (hallownefs of the harbour, which was noted for (hipwrecks. The defied of frefli 
water in the Receif, in which this ille abounds, may be fiipplied from the river Biberibi ; 
befides that', they had feveral bafons with frefli water within the Receif, for their prefent 
ufe. During the war with the Portuguefe we were fenfible of the conveniences we re- 
ceived from this ifland, by reafon of its drength both by art and nature, which might 
ferve as a fave retreat upon all emergencies ; befides, that its prefervation was abfolutely 
neceffary for the Receif, which was (upplied from thence with fifli, and feveral other 
forts of provifions. * 

Upon the banks of the river at the fouth entrance of the harbour, we Bad built a 
quadrangular fort called Orange. It was provided with a goodly wall, but the ditch 
was not ve/y deep, and for the mod; part without water, for which reafon it was 
ftrengthened with pallifadoes. On the north-fide we had a hornwork, but much de- 
cayed ; within the body of the fort was a powder-vault, and other conveniences for the 
bedding of foldiers. Several batteries were raifed upon the walls, mounted upon fix 
brafs and as many iron great guns. In the ifland near the entrance of the river, clofe 
by a morafs full of thom-bu(hes, was a fmall town, moft inhabited by foldiers, called 
by the Portuguefe Noftra Senhora de la Conceptiano. Upon a hanging-rock, juft by, 
was an old redoubt eretted by the Portuguefe, called by the fame name, which, toge- 
ther with the wlible ifland, was taken by the Dutch, under the command of Colonel 
Schoppe from the Portuguefe, and the place, after his name, called Schoppe’s Town. This 
fort was afterwards by the Dutch clofed up on the bachfide towards the church, fo that 
it afterwards ferved both for’ the defence of the town and the harbour, as the Block* 
houfe on the north-fide covered the gates. There were then eleven pieces of cannon 
mounted upon it. At the north entrance of the harbour, was another redoubt, which 
defended that pafiage on that fide, with three iron cannon. One Mr. Dortmont, go- 
vernor of Itamarika, found uhder the before-mentioned rock in 1645, at > llC was digging 
a well, a # fpring of frelh water, which proved very ufeful for the garrifon, becaufe it 
could not be cut off by the enemy. 

Somewhat higher Up the river Tamarika, lies an ifland called Magioppe, where are 
found abundance of Mandihoka roots. You may go quke round this ifland in barks.; 
it having a kind of a harbour on both ends, viz. to the fouth and north, but the firft is 
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the belt ; becaufe there rifes from the northern Ihore of the continent, a Ihelf, which 
reaches very clofe to the iiland, the channel betwixt both not having above ten or twelve 
foot water. The only harbour fit for ufe thereabouts is the fouth entrance of the river, 
which makes Tamarika an ifland, where {hips that drew fourteen or fifteen foot water, 
may pafs through ; there is no convenient anchorage. ' That end, where the river re- 
turns into the fea, is by the Dutch called the northern entrance, and by the Portuguefe, 
Katuamma. 

Betwixt Pomerello and the river Tamarika, a river comes from the continent, fit for 
barges, called Marafarinha ; and half a league within the moutl\ of the river Tamarika, 
another falls likewife from the continent, called Garaffou, but is of little moment. From 
thence to the north, are feveral other rivers near the fea-lhore, which are navivable with 
barges, for the conveniency of the fugar-mills, of which there are feveral thereabouts. 

A league and a half further to the north of the north entrance of Tamarika, is a 
noted point of land called by the Portuguefe Punto Pedra, furrounded with a Receif, 
betwixt which you may pafs with barges and yachts. 

A league further to the north from this point, and three leagues to the north-weft 
of Tamarika, is the fmall river Goyana, under 7 : 46', which difembogues in tWo 
branches in the bay ; at the entrance lies a great ropk, where is great ftore of fea-fowl. 
Before it lies a great Receif, but within it arc fo many {helves that renders the paffage 
very dangerous. . 

About two. leagues and a half beyond the river Goyana, to the north, is a 'great river, 
called Auyay, but the entrance is fo choaked up with fands, that there is fcarce any 
paffage for barges. This river fends forth feveral branches into the country, upon 
one of which to the north, lies the village of Maurice, and upon the fouthern branch 
the village Auyay. * 

Among others, Porto Francifc© lies in a creek three long leagues to the north of the 
river Auyky ; and five leagues to the north-weft of the fame river, an unnavigable river 
called Grammana, befides feveral other rivulets. 

About a league and a half to the north-weft of the river Grammana, is the Cabo 
Blanco, or White Cape j and three leagues from thence to the north-weft, the cape of 
Parayba^ being a long point of land, with a large adjacent bay. The whole coaft 
from Pomerello to the cape of Parayba, is covered with receifs or rocks, which, lying 
for the moft part about half a league from the fhore, and the water between them being 
generally very fmooth, affords an eafy paffage to barges, even in tempeftuous weather ; 
when it is almoft impoflible for {hips to pafs without the rocks, by reafon of the vio- 
lence of the current from the northern and the fouthern winds, which blow there con- 
tinually. 

Three leagues within the mouth of the river Goyana is a town* of the fame name, 
where is kept the court of judicature of this captainfliip. There are five or fix fugar- 
mills thereabouts, fituated upon the banks of the river,' for the more commodious 
tranfportgtion of fugar in barges to Pernambuko. This country produces likewife 
brazil-wood, ginger, cotton, and Indian nuts ; the people called Petiguaves inhabit 
here, though this whole traft of land, as far as Cabo Blanco, is not very populous, 
having only a few villages, inhabited by the Brazilians. ’ 

The ifle of Tamarika has feveral- landing- plades on the river fide, the cbiefeft are ; 
Os Markos and Pedreiros,' where the river is narroweft ; Tapafima and JCamboa of 
Domingos Rebeyro; the great Makqueira and Kamboa of Conrad Pauli j in which 
places the enemy landed in that iiland ; the pafs near the north entrance of Topowa, 
and the ifland Tapofoka, where with one fingle {hip you may defend the paffage from 
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the rivers Tujukajtape and Mafferandaku, as likewife from the fea. For the reft, the 
ihore all along the river being very marftiy and full of Manga trees, is of a very diffi- 
cult accefs. The Ihore towards the fea-fide is very flat, but woody, which, together 
With the fands that are at fome diftance in the fea, makes the approach of ffiips very 
dangerous on that fide. Fornlerly the court of judicature of the captainlhip was kept 
in this illand but was afterwards transferred from thence, as we told you before, to 
the town of Gojrana and Kapivaribi on the continent, becaufc thefe places were both 
more populous, and more fugar-mills were built thereabouts, the ground being much 
better here than in thy ifiand. .In my time there were five judges belonging to this 
court, three of which lived at Guyana, and the other two in the ifle .ot Itamarika. 
However, this court was afterwards likewife removed from Goyana. In the year 1641, 
Mr. Peter lY.s was director of the captainfhip of Itamarika for the Weft India com- 
pany, and Captain Sluiter commander-in-chief over the foldiers. 

This captainlhip has derived its name from the capital city, which has borrowed 
hers of the river Parayba, upon which it is fituate. It is one of the moft northerly 
captainfhips, about five leagues diftant from the fea. It was formerly in the pofieffion 
of the French, who were in 1585 chafed from thence and feveral other harbours, by 
the Portuguefe general Martin Leytan. 

Five leagues upwards the river Parayba, is a city founded by the Portuguefe, and 
after Philip King of Spain, called Filippen, and Noila £enhora de Nives, otherwife Pa- 
rayba, from the river Parayba ; which name was by the Dutch, after they had in 
November 16^3 conquered the whole captainlhip, changed into that of Frederick’s 
Town, after Frederick Henry Prince of Orange. This city has been but lately built 
by the Portuguefe, and had feveral {lately houfes* with marble pillars, the reft being 
only* of ftone. Here is kept the court of judicature of this captainlhip. Before the 
time oi the rebellion of the Portuguefe, this place was inhabited as well by the Portu- 
guefe as Dutch, being much frequented by the inhabitants of the circumjacent country, 
who ufed to exchange their l'ugar for what other commodities they Itood in need of, 
which was ufterwards from thence tranfported to other places. 

Within the mouth of the river Parayba, were three very conliderable forts. One 
on the louth point, by the Portuguefe called Catharine, but by Count Maurice after- 
wards named Margaret after his filter. It \?as defended with five goodly baltions, and 
a hornwork without. 

The fort called St. Antonio by the Portuguefe, was built upon a finall illand, which 
by a narrow branch was feparated from the north point. This is only the remainder 
of a large four-fquare fort, formerly erected by the Portuguefe, which was afterwards 
rafed by the Dutch, part of it having been walhed away by the river. 1 1 is furrounded 
with pallifadoes ami a good ditch, lupplied with water from the before-named branch 
of the river ; the walls are very Itrong, and upon a battery are mounted fix iron 
pieces of cannon. It may be defended by the cannon both from the city of Parayba, 
and from the fort Margaret, lying jult oppolite to it on the fouth-fide, which is the 
reafon it was always but carelefsly guarded by the Portuguele. 

The third fort lies upon a triangular illand, called Reftinga, not far from thence, 
more upwards the river. It was ftrengthened with pallifadoes, and upon the batteries 
were mounted five brafs, and as many iron pieces of cannon. 

The captainlhip of Parayba is watered and divided by two confiderable rivers, viz. 
the Parayba and Mongoapa, otherwife called St. Domingo. The great river of Parayba 
lies under the fixth degree twenty-four minutes, four leagues to north of Cabo Blanco, 
and difeharges itfelfin'two branches into the fea, being feparated by a large fand-bank. 

One 
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One is called the northern, and the other the loutheru entrance. From the laft extends 
a rocky ridge as far as Cabo Blanco, and within the river lies a fand-bank quite crofs 
to the fort Margaret. This river j,$ very fhallow during the fuinmer time, but in the 
winter feafon the waters rife to that height that they overflow all the adjacent country, 
fometimes to the great lofs of men and cattle. 

Two leagues beyond this river to the north, is a bay which affords a very fafe 
flation to the largefl fhips. It is by the Portuguefe called Porto Lucena, and by the 
Dutch the Red Land, the grounds being red hereabout. There is very good anchor- 
age here at five and fix fathom water, and the country near it affords very good frefh 
water, which is the reafon why the Dutch fhips bound for Holland from the Receif, 
ufed to flay for one another’s coming in this bay, and to provide themfelves with frefh 
water. 

Half a league farther to the north, under 6” 34', the rivbr Mongoapa, or Mon- 
goanawapy, exonerates itfelf into the fea. This river is much larger towards its fource 
than at the mouth, the banks on both fides being full of briars, bufhes, and Manga- 
trees. Before its entrance lies a receif, and at the very mouth two dangerous fand- 
banks ; it has three fathom water at low tide. '*• 

About two finall leagues to the north of the river Mongoapa, is a bay called by the 
Portuguefe Bahia de Treycano, or Treafon, where at about a league diflant from the 
fhore, is eleven or twelve fathqm water. Five leagues to the north of this bay, you 
meet with the river Barra Conguon or Konayo, which is fcarce paflable for yatchts. 
About a league and a half from thence is a large bay of about two leagues -in length, 
called Pernambuko ; and five leagues beyond it to the north, the river Jan de Sta, 
or Eftau. 

The natives of Parayba inhabit about feven villages, the chiefefl of which is called 
Pinda Una, which in 1 634 contained about fifteen hundred inhabitants, whereas each 
of the others had fcarce three hundred ; each of thefe comprehending not above five or 
fix very long buildings, with a great many doors, but very fmall ones. 

The chief commodities of this captainfhip are fugar, brazil-wood, tobacco, -hides, 
cotton, and fuch like. The fugar-reeds did bear extremely well, becaufe they were 
tranfplanted into frefh grounds. Whilft the diltrict of Parayba was under our jurif- 
di&ion, therg were above one and twenty fugar-mills on both fides of the banks of 
the river, eighteen of which fent away every year four thoufand chefls of fugar. Near 
the Tiver-fide, the country is low and plain, but not far from thence rifes by degrees, 
and affords a very agreeable variety of hills and valleys. The flat country, which is 
alfo the moil fertile, is diflinguifhed into feveral divifions, fome of which have borrowed 
their names from fmall rivers which run through them ; as for inftance, Gramamma, 
Tapoa, Tibery, Ingeby, Monguappe, Increry, Kamaratuba, and feveral more. All 
thofe countries are extremely fertile, occafioned by the overflowing of the river 
Parayba. Their products are fugar, barley, turkey-wheat, potatoes, ananaq, coco- 
nuts, melons, oranges, citrons, bananas, pakovas, markomas, cucumbers, and all 
other necefiaries for the fuflenance of men and beafls. They have here a kind of 
wild pears, called kajous, which are very juicy and well tailed; within is a certain 
bean or fmall nut, the rind of which is bitter, but the kernel fweet if roafted in the 
afhes. The pear is very cooling, but the nut has a contrary quality. 

Towards the end of November 1634, the Dutch undertook the expedition* againft 
Parayba, -their forces being embarked in thirty-two fhips under the command of 
Colonels Schoppe, Artisjofkl, -Hinderfon, Stachouwer, and" Carpentier. The whole 
fleet was divipi iiMftlwo fquadrons, the firft confifted of one and twenty fhips, in which 
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were nineteen hundred and foyy-five men, the other of eleven yatchts, with four hun- 
dred and nine men. Schoppe was the firft that landed fix hundred men, and advanced 
towards the enemy, who betook themfelves to their heels, leaving their arms and 
clothes behind them ; Anthony .Albuquerque their general himfelf fcarce efcaping their 
hands. In the mean- while, the reft being likewife got alhore, “three companies, under 
the conduft of Gpfper Ley, marched xlircctly to the fort of Margaret, and intrenched 
himfelf near the fort, whilft Schoppe kept all along the fhore, and Artisjolki ported 
himfelf on the right-fi.de, in fight of the garrifon. At the fame time Mr. Lichthart 
attacked the fort in the final! 1 iflaftd Reftinga, which he took by force, and put the 
garrifon to the fword. By this time Schoppe had raifed a battery againft the fort, 
from whence he fo forely galled the befieged, that their commander Simon d’Albe- 
querque furrendered the* place. Hereupon the fort of St. Antonio was fummoned 
to furrender ; Maglianes the governor defired three days delay, which being denied, 
he marched away fecretly by night, leaving the place to Lichthart, who found there 
five great brafs pieces, and nineteen iron pieces of cannon. 

The fame night our forces marched towards the city of Parayba, being fixteen hun- 
dred ftrong, and having palled a frnall branch of the river called Tambra Grande, 
made themfelves mailers of it without any oppofition : the Spanilh general Banjdla, 
who commanded there with two hundred and fifty men only, having left the place 
before, and^being retired to Goyana, after he had either" funk or nailed up the cannon, 
and fet fire to three Ihips and two warehoufes, in which were confumcd three thou- 
fand chefts with fugar. The fort of St. Catharine being much decayed, was ordered 
by Count Maurice to be repaired, and the ditch to.be enlarged and deepened; giving 
it the pame of Margaret, after his filler. The fort of St. Antonio was rafed for the 
greateft part, there being only one bulwark left for the defence of the north point of 
the rver. The fort Reftinga was ordered to be furrounded with new pallifadoes, and 
the convent of Parayba fortified with a wall and outwork ; and the command thereof 
given to F'ias Harkman, together with the government of the whole captainlhip. 

The captainlhip of Potigi, or Potingi or Poteingi, is otherwife, by the Portuguefe, 
called Rio Grande, from a river of the fame name : the Dutch call it North Brazil, in _ 
refpeft of the more fouthern captainlhips of Brazil. It borders to the fouth upon Pa- 
rayba, and to the north upon the captainlhip of Siara ; though the Portuguefe geo- 
graphers extended its bounds as far as the ifland Maranhaon. 

The French were once mailers of this captainlhip ; till 1597, they were chafed from 
thence by the Spanilh commander, Feliciano Cre9a de Karvalalho. It has four divi- 
fions, named after fo many rivers, that run through them ; viz. Kunhno, Goyana, 
Mompobu and Potqgy. And though this diftridl has been much neglefted by the Por- 
tuguefe, yet does it produce plenty of wild-fowl and fifh, which are fo lufeious, tliat 
they commohly eat them only with lemon-juice or ''vinegar, without oil. There is 
an incredible number of fifh in the lake Goraires ; befides which, abundance of fa- 
rinha is planted here. This part of the country flood us in good Head daring the 
late rebellion of the Portuguefe, our garrilbns in Parayba, and other places, being fup- 
plied from thence with good ftore of flelh and fifh. 

Above the river Rio Grande is a town, of no great moment, called Amfterdam ; the 
inhabitants live by planting farinha and tobacco, and filhing. Higher up in the coun- 
try live fomfe Moradores or hulhandmen, who cultivate the grounds; but on the north 
fide of Rio Grande are but few inhabitants. 

The river Rio Grande, i. e. the Great River, is fo called by the Portuguefe from 
its bignefs, but by the Brazilians, Potigi or Poteingi. The mouth of this river lies 
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under 50° 42' fouthern latitude, three leagues from Punto Negro^ coming from the 
weft fide of the continent. It difembogues four leagues about the fort Keulen, called 
by the Portuguefe Tres Reyos : if bears fhips of great burthen ; but |he river Kunhao 
in the. fame captainfhip is only navigable with barges and yachts. The bays of 
this captainfhip are, Bahia Formofa, Punto Negro, ronto de Pipas, and the bay ot 
Martin Tiiffen. The bay of Ginapabo lies .beyond Rio Grande to the north ; 
and beyond that a river called Guafiavi, upon which, near the' mouth, lies the 
village Atape Wappa. Near to the north you meet with the river Sim Mixui ; and 
near the village of Natal, and the fort of Tres Reye.s, pa<Ies«a river called the Grot-. 
River, which arifes out of a fmall lake in Rio Grande. Ovcr-againft the fame fort, a 
frefh river falls into the great river, betwixt two land-banks, and not far from thence 
another falt-water river. % 

The fort Keulen was four-fquare, built upon a rock or point of a receif, at feme 
diflance from the fhore, at the mouth of the river Receif; being furrounded with 
water, as often as it is flowing water, fo that at high tide there is no coming at it but 
with boats. In the midft of this fort is a fmall chapel, where in 1645 and 1646 our 
people found a wall about a foot and a half wide on the top, but at the bottom th’rct 
foot, cut within a rock, which brings frefh fupplies of good and fweet water even- 
tide ; with an ordinary tide two hundred and twenty-five, and at l'pring-tide about 
three hundred and fifty quarts ; which is more than fuflicient for the ufe of the garri- 
fon, in cafe of a fiege. The fort is built of fquare ftone ; being towards the fhore 
defended with two half baflions, in form of hornworks. In the year 1 646^ there was 
an artillery of twenty-nine, as well brafs as iron pieces of cannon in the place, and 
provided with a good undervault, and convenient lodgments for the foldiers. 

This fort was in 1633 taken by the Dutch, under the command of Matthias van 
Keulen, ,one of the governors 6f the company, who being aflilted by feveral noted 
captains, viz. Byma, Kloppenburg, Lichthart, Garftman, and Mansfelt van Keulen, 
fet fail thither with eight hundred and eight men, embarked in four fhips and feven 
yachts, and made himfelf mailer of it, and the whole captainfhip at thd fame time ; 
fince which it changed its name Tres Reyos into that of Keulen, from the commander- 
in-chief of this expedition. 

The Tapoyers (or mountaineers) ufe commonly twice a-year, efpecially when the 
dry feafon puts them in want of frefh water, to make an inroad into this captainfhip ; 
there being a conftant enmity betwixt them and the Portuguefe. It happened in July 
1643, that thefe Tapoyers being advertifed that the Portuguefe intended to revolt 
from us, and had aftually begun the fame in Pernainbuko, did, under the condo ft of 
one of their leaders, called Jacob Rabbi, after feveral provocation^ given them by the 
Portuguefe, make an incurfion into Kunhao, where they killed tmrty-fix perfons in a 
fugar-mill belonging to one Gonfalvo d’Olivera. From thence they marched to a cer- 
tain place, where the Portuguefe had caft up a line for their defence, wllich they 
made themfelves matters of, and put the Portuguefe to the fword. The Brazilians 
told us, that this had been done in requital of what had been done to fome of thole 
mountaineers by one Andrew Vidal, in Serinhaim, after quarter given them before, of 
which we fhall fay more hereafter. Since which time, the ’Portuguefe have laid this traft 
defolate, which the Dutch once had a mind to re-people, and to put it ii\ the fame 
condition as the Portuguefe had pofiefied it, but for want of people that defign was fain 
to belsMafide. 
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The>captainfhip’of Siara is one of the mod northerly diftri&s of Brazil, bordering 
upon Maranhoon to the north upon the riv^r Siara. It is of no great extent, its whole 
compafs being not above ten or twelve leagues. , 

The river Siara, which rifes deep in the continent, difembogues about feven leag ues 
and a half to the north of the Say Mangorypa, under three degrees forty minu t e s fou- 
thern latitude. , 

The native inhabitants of this captaijilhip, according to the report of thofe that have 
frequently vifited it, are very large of ftature, with ugly features, long hair, and 
black lkin; except the.fpacc betwixt the eyes and mouth. They have holes m their 
ears, which hang downwards upon the Ihoulders ; fome make holes in their lips, fome 
in fheir nofes, in which they wear (tones as an ornament. Their food is farinha, wild 
fowls, fifli, and fruit. ^They drink molt water, but make likewife a certain liquor 
out of farinha ; and of late began to be ufed to drink good (tore of brandy, though it 
was exprefsly forbidden to bring it into the villages, to keep them from the ex- 
ceffive ufe of (trong liquors. The country produces fugar-reeds, chryftal, cotton, 
pearls, fait, and feveral other commodities. Amber-gris is alfo found on the 
lek-lhore. 

The inland part of the country was in 1630 governed by one of their own Kings, 
called Algodoi ; in fome refpect tributary to tne Portuguefe, who had built a fort 
upon the river Siara, and made themfelves mailers of the whole fea-coaft thereabouts ; 
notwithftariSding which they were in continual broils with one another, till 1638 this 
fort and the whole country was taken by the Dutch from the Portuguefe, in the 
following manner. 

Count Maurice and the council being folicited by the natives of that country to 
makh themfelves mailers of the Portuguefe fort on that fide, and to deliver them from 
the opprelfion they lay under at that time, they offering their afliftance, and giving 
two young lads or their bed families, as pledges of their fidelity, this condition was 
refolved upon. The chief command over the troops defigned for this exploit was 
conferred on Colonel John Garllman, a man of more than ordinary conduct in martial 
affairs, though, as the cafe then Hood, this enterprife was not likely to meet with any 
confiderable difficulties ; being allured of the afliftance of the Brazilians, who bore 
an old hatred to the Portuguefe, and were acquainted with the ftrength and condition 
both of their forces and places. Garllman being provided with Hups, men, ammu- 
nition, and all other neceflaries requifite for fuch an expedition, fet fail towards the 
river Siara ; where being met by the Algodoi, or King, with white enfigns. in token 
of peace, and having landed his men, two hundred of the natives joined with them. 
With rhnfe he marched direflly to the fort, which after a brave refiftance from the 
Portuguefe, who Killed fome of his men, he took by ftorm, and made mod of the gar- 
rifon prifoners, among whom were fome commanders of note. They found good 
lime of-cannon and artillery in the place. 

Since that time, the Dutch built a finall fort upon the Siara, unto which they gave 
likewife the name of Siara, which was provided with a garrifon of betwixt thirty and 
forty foldiers only; not lb much for die defence e£ the country, as to m a in ta i n a 
good correfpondency with the Brazilians, who, being very numerous thofe parts, 
might do us confiderable fervice in time of war. It was upon this confiderauon, that 
the great .council always commanded their officers, fent thither, to cultivate a good 
underftanding with then ; and at feveral times fent them fome finall prefen ts, which 
however proved ineffisftnal in the end, for in 1644 they attacked and hilfed fe ver *j. 
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of our men at Komefy, (a place about thirty leagues from Siara,) as we ihall hear 
anon. 

For the Brazilians being, in 1641, increafed to fuch a number in Siara, that the 
villages thereabouts were not able to contain them without great inconveniency, whereas 
the diftritt of Rio Grande was almofl deftitute of inhabitants, and confequently not 
in a condition to oppofe an enemy ; one Andrew JJliifs propofed to the great council 
to build a village in Rio Grande, for the ufe of fuch as intended to fettle there out of 
Siara, defiring to be conftituted chief of the faid village. Count Maurice and the 
great council, being informed of the inclinations of -thofe of .Siara, who were willing 
to fettle in Rio Grande, their ancient place of abode, and confidering the benefit that 
was likely to accrue to the company, from the lettlement of thofe Brazilians fo near at 
hand, granted Uliifs’s requeft, wilhing him to bring thither a£ many of the Brazilians 
of Siara as he thought convenient, for the compafs of a village of which he was made 
chief or captain. Things being thus fettled, they chofe, with the approbation of our 
direftors, certain chiefs or heads out of the mod ancient families of each divifion, 
called Refidoor by the Portuguefe, and certain judges ; as for inftance, in Goyana, 
Domingoi, Fernandes, and Karapeva ; in Parayba, Peter Potty ; and in Rio Grande, 
Antonio Perapeva. Notwithftanding all this, the. Brazilians of Siara revolted againft 
the Dutch, in 1 644 furprifed the garrifon in the fort, which they raifed, and killed the 
commander-in-chief, Gideon Morritz, with the whole garrifon, befides all the work- 
men belonging to the falt-pits near the river Upanemma, who were all cut in pieces by 
thefe barbarians. 

A certain mafter of a fhip, with a captain, lieutenant, and fome foldiers, who hap- 
pened to come afhore in a boat to fetch fome frelh provifions, being ignorant of their 
treachery, were alfo put to the Daughter, three feamen having the good fortune to 
efcape wfth their lives into the wood. 

Some laid the caufe of this rebellion at the door of the Portuguefe and Brazilians of 
Maranhaon, bordering upon them ; but if we fearch into the true fource of this evil, 
it mud be attributed to the mifearriage of our own officers, who, by their* hard ufage, 
had forced the inhabitants to revenge themfelves for the injuries received at their 
hands. * 

Thus much concerning the captainffiips of the Dutch Brazil ; we will, in the next 
place, give you an account of all the memorable tranfa&ions that happened betwixt 
the Dutch and Portuguefe in Brazil, during our ftay the»e : after I have reprefented 
to you the excellency and convenient fituation of this country, together with the eccle- 
fiaftical Rate of the Dutch Brazil. 

Brazil is a country excellently well qualified by nature for the ' producing of all 
things which are generally found in the Weft Indies, under or near" the fame climate; 
except that hitherto no gold or filver mines have been difeovered here worth taking 
notice of. But next to gold and filver, the fugar claims the precedency here before 
all other commodities. Among all the harbours and places of the Weft Indies, there 
is not one that can compare with Brazil, either for the product or conveniency of 
tranfportation of fugar ; the whole coaft of Brazil bang full of fmall rivers, which, 
flowing through the adjacent valleys, difembogues in the fea ; from whence the fugar- 
niills, built in the valleys, reap the benefit ot faving vaft charges, which elfe mull be 
bellowed upon labourers and carriages ; whereas thefe rivers drive the mills, ferve 
for the tfaniportation of fugar to other places, and furnilh them at“an eafjr rate with 
what commodities they ftahd in need of; all which conveniehcies, as they are not to 
be met with in any other place of the Weft Indies, fo no fugar-mills could be ere&ed 
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there with any profpeft of profit. The exportation # of fugar from Brazil into Europe 
and Africa is likewife performed \yith much more eafe than from any other places in 
the Weft Indies ; for the fituation of Brazil (being th ( e tnoft eaftern part of all America) 
is fuch, as could not be more conveniently contrived by human art or nature for the 
tranfportation of fo general add agreeable a commodity as fugar, into all the other 
parts of the world ; confidering thoiij two excellencies of Brazil, together with its vaft 
extent, it is mdft certain, that, provided it were well peopled, it might command 
both the North and Ethiopian Seas, and fpread its commerce over all parts of the 
world ; nay, it mighf extend, its.conquefts both to the eaft and weft, or at leaft efta- 
blifh factories there, for the conveniency of traffic. To prove which, it is to be 
obferved : 

That all Eaft India fhips, both going and coming, muft pafs by the coaft of Brazil ; 
and as thole fhips, in their voyages thither, are often forced to touch upon this coaft, 
fo in their return nothing could be more commodious for them, than to be fupplied 
with frefh provifions here. From Brazil you may fail, in fourteen days, to the Caribbee 
lflands, and in the fame time, or a little longer, to Sierra Leona, on the coaft of Guinea. 
It ’is impoffible to enter deep into the great South Sea, (whereabouts a great part' of 
the terreftrial globe remains as yet yndifeovered,) unlefs you take in frefh provifions 
and firing in Brazil, or expofe yourfelf to the greateft hazards imaginable in fo long a 
voyage, as is 1 fufficiently evident from the journals of .Oliver Van North, Spilbergen, 
Le Maire, 3tnd John lTIeremite. And experience has taught us, fince Mr. Brower’s 
voyage to Chili, how eafy the paffage is betwixt Brazil and the South Sea ; for he loft 
not fo much as one fhip out of four, and very few died in the whole voyage. 

Brazil enjoys likewife the advantage of a very wholefome climate ; for though it lies 
betwixt the equino&ial line and the tropic of Capricorn, and confequently is fubjeft to 
burning heats, yet are the fame much allayed by the ‘winds, that blow out of the eaft 
from the fea, their free paffage being not interrupted by any mountains or iflands j 
which F the reafon, that in Brazil the fame diftempers are rarely to be met with, which 
reign fo frequently in Angola, Guinea, St. Thomas, and feveral other places, where 
the eaft winds cannot afford them the fame advantage. A plague is a thing unknown 
in Brazil, in which it excels all other countries ; though they are not free from 
continual putrid fevers, caufed by the hot 'and moift air, and the exceffive ufe of 
raw fruits. 

Thofe that are bound for the coaft of Brazil, ought to have a fpecial regard to the 
Teafon of the year, which regulates the winds and ftream thereabouts ; and to be very 
careful to fail above the harbour whither they are bound ; for if they mifs, and come 
below it, they lofe their aim, and muft ftay till the next turn of the v.inJ and ftream. 
For it is obfcrvabK, that on the coaft of Brazil, the ftream runs from February till 
paft July, gonftantly northerly, during which time tlrre is no paffmg from the north 
to the fouth ; but after thofe months are paft, the ftream turns, and from the beginning 
of September to the latter end of November runs as violently to the foutlj as it did 
to the north before, and confequently there is no failing from the north to the 
fouth, no more than before from the fouth to the north. The winds here turn with 
the ftream ; and at the beginning of March, blow fouth-fouth-eaft, * d fouth.eaft. 
And like as the ftream changes its current till September, fo the winds continue in the 
eaft, anS .blow till that time out of the caft-fouth-eaft. For there are but two 
winds that reign along this coaft, viz. the fouth-eaft and north-eaft winds; according 
to which, fhips muft regulate their courfc here. 
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The ecclefiaftical Hate of the I^utch Brazil was, in my time, thus ordered : 

Before the infurre&ion of the Portuguefe, there were, to the fouth of the Reoeif, 
.five Proteftant churches ; viz. in Rio St. Francifco, Porto Cairo, Sermhaim, the cape 
St. Auftin, .and St. Anthony; though thefe were feldom altogether provided with 
minifters, becaufe that fome or other of them returned'into Holland after their limited 
time was expired. In the ifle of Tamarika apd fort Orange, was at that time a 
minifter, one John Ofiringo, who lived formerly in the town of Schftppe, and at the 
fame time preached in the church of lgaraffu, which was afterwards left by the Dutch 
and poffeffed by the Portuguefe. In Rio Grande preached pne Jofin Theodore Polheim. 
In Parayba were formerly two minifters, whilft the town of Frederica was as yet under 
the Dutch jurifdi&ion, but after the revolt of the Portuguefe, the place was left by 'the 
inhabitants, and Henry Harman was the only minifter in thofe parts. In the Receif, 
Maurice's Town, and the circumjacent forts, which contained about four hundred 
Proteftants, Dutch, French, and Englilh, were three minifters, who preached in the 
Dutch tongue ; Nicholas Vogel, Peter Ongena, and Peter Grib. Beftdcs thefe there 
was a fourth, called Jodocus Aftett, who formerly had been minifter of the cape of 
St. Auftin, but now was employed either aboard our fleet, or upon any land expedi- 
tion, The French church here remained without a minifter, after the departure of 
Joachim Solaer, fo that they were forced to be contented with reading of certain chap- 
ters of the bible, and prayers every Sunday morning. The Englilh minifter was one 
Samuel Batchelour, who, in 1 646, returned likewil’e to England ; about *which time 
there were feven Dutch minifters in the Dutch Brazil. Our religious worfhip was, both 
in its do&rine and practice, regulated exa&ly according to the prescription of the 
fynod of Dort, and peculiar care was taken for the education of the youth, for which 
purpofe the catechifm was every Sunday in the afternoon explained, both in the Receif 
and Maurice’s Town. Four times in the year the holy facrament was adminiftered, 
thofe who (jefired to be partakers of it, being obliged to make their confeffions before 
the church-council, or the minifters, who entered their names in a book ; and if they 
came from abroad, publilhed their names to the congregation ; and in all other refpeds 
the church-difcipline was carefully obferved. The church-council was compofed of fix 
church-gardens, befides the minifter ; thefe met duly once a week, and if any bufinefs 
of moment happened, fuch as chufing a‘ minifter, &c. they called the deacons, who 
were likewife fix in number, to their aluftance. Out of the deacons were every month 
chofen two, who (befides their ordinary bufinefs) were to vifit the fick and wounded, 
and to provide for them if neceflity required. They alfo took care of the orphans, to- 
have them inftrufted in reading and writing. In the fame manner the other churches 
were regulated, with this difference only, that the number of church-wardens and 
deacons was lefs, in proportion to the number of their refpedive congregations. Thus 
much of the ecclefiaftical ftate. 

Befides thofe living creatures we have given you a defeription of before, there are 
divers forts of bees in Brazil, called Eirukus, which fettle upon the trees in a moil iur- 
prifing manner. They are not unlike our bees, but fomewhat fmaller, and fwarm 
chiefly among the woods. The Brazilians diilinguifh them into twelve different kinds, 
viz. Amanakay Miri, Amanakay Veu, Aibu, Mumbuka, Pixuna, Urutuetra, Tubuna, 
Tujuba, Eiruku, Eixu, Kubiara, and Kurupireira ; the laft of which are in no efteem 
among them. , 4 

The bees Eiruku are the largeft of all, and produce a very good honey, though it is 
not commonly ufed. They make their combs within the hollowneis of trees, which the 
Brazilians draw from thence by means of a hollow pipe. The bees cabled Eiku and 
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Kopy are fmaller and of a blackifh colour ; they make holes from without, in the bark 
of the trees, in the nature of bee-hives, and the comb within is all of white wax ; this 
is now counted the bell thing, but is not gathered in* the fame quantity as the former ; 
bolides that, thefe bees fting very, furioufly . The bees Thanbuka are likewife fmall, of a 
yellowilh colour ; they fix their combs on the top of the higheft trees, and afford the 
bell: honey, whicji L in great quantities tranfported from hence to Europe, where it is 
fold very cheap. It is little inferior in goodnefs to the European honey, and of a good 
Jubilance, tranfparent, and of an agreeable feent. It is accounted very balfamic, cor- 
reds the lharp humours* in the imellines, and efpecially in the kidneys, and provokes 
urin,e. They make of this honey metheglin, which is very ftrong, and will keep a great 
while : you may alfo make meath of this honey without boiling, only mixed with fome 
J'pring water, and expofed to the weather. 

Brazil produces likewife fcveral forts of balfams, the bell of which is called by the 
Brazilians Kopaiba, from tfyc trees from whence it comes. Kopaiba is a very high wild 
tree, with an alh-coloured bark, which fpreads at the top into many branches. The 
leaves are about half a foot long, fomethnes larger, fometimes leffer, which in the midlt 
of the branches Hand oppofite to one another, but on the end like other leaves. At the 
end of the great branches are abundance of leffer fprouts full of leaves, out of which 
comes forth the bloffom, and afterwards berries, not unlike our laurel-berries. They 
are green aj fir A, but as they ripen turn black and fw«?et. Within is a round hard 
Aone, the kernel of which is white, but mealy, and not fit to be eaten. The berries 
ripen in June, when the Brazilians fuck the juice out of them, and throw away the Aone 
and lkin. The apes take great delight in this fruit. 

The oily and odoriferous balfam, in which this tree abounds, drops every full moon, 
provided you cut a flit through the bark as deep as to > the pith, in 1‘uch quantity, that 
in three hours time you may gather above twelve mengeln. But if that does.not drop 
immediately, the flit is made up with wax, and within fourteen days they are fure the 
balfam v* 'l come in great quantity. This tree does not grow fo plentifully in the cap- 
tainfhip of Pernambuko as in the ifle Maranhaon, from whence this balfam is tranfported 
into Europe. The balfam is hot in the fecond degree, of a thick, oleaginous, and refin- 
ous fubfiance. It is very Aomachic, and a good remedy againA the cholic occafioned 
by cold, externally applied to the affefted parts ; fome few dr< ps taken inwardly 
Arengthcn the bowels, and Aop the overflowing in women, the loofenefs, and involun- 
tary emiflion of feed in men againA which difiempers it likewife is ufed in clyfters, 
or by fyringing. Thus far concerning the Dutch Brazil ; we will now proceed to give 
you an account of what paffed during our abode there. 

In the year i6^p, Mr. Henry Hamel, one of the directors of the W .‘A India com- 
pany for the chamber of AmAerdam, and Mr. Dirck Kodde Vander Burgh (both per- 
fons excellently well qualified for the management of the Dutch Brazil, ana of great ex- 
perience m affairs of commerce), were, at the requefi of the council of Nineteen, fent 
to Brazil, and arriving there on the 8th of AuguA, the two preceding directors or coun- 
fellors, Matthias Van Keulen and John Giifelmg, refigned their places to them, and 
with them the chief management of the Dutch Brazil, under the government of John 
Maurice Count Naffau. 

At the,time of their arrival in Brazil there were under the jurifdi£Uon»of the Aates 
the following captginfhips : Pernambuko, Itamarika (unto which belongs Goyana), Pa* 
rayba, Rio Grande, and Siara, being the northern part of Brazil : the fouthem part, 
which contained the captainlhips, Bahia, lleos, Porto Securo, Spirito Santo, Rio Ja*- 
neiro, and St. Vincent, remained under the Pbrtnguefe,- who inhabited the country as 

far 



734 


nieuhoff’s brazil. 


for as Rio dc la Plate. Not many months after, the ifland of Maranhaon was joined 
with the Dutch Brazil, but the charges we were fain to be at to defend it againft the 
Portuguefe, thofe of Para and the natives, which over-balancing the profit the company 
was likely to reap from thence, it was thought moft expedient to quit the fame, which 
was done accordingly in the year 1644 ; or rather, to confefs the truth, by the com- 
bination of the Portuguefe, thofe of Grand Par?, and the natives, we were forced to 
abandon it. > 

Before the arrival of thofe new directors, a fleet had been fent to the Bahia to land 
feme men there, and to deftroy all with fire and fword 5 -which, after they had put in 
execution, and returned to the Receif, the fame fleet, under the command of Admiral 
Jol and Cornelius Lichthart, was, by fpecial command from the council of Nineteen in 
Holland, ordered to the Weft Indies to lie in wait for the Sp.inifh plate fleet of Terra 
Fiuina and New Spain ; but they returned without doing any thing, in December 1 640, 
having loft four or five fhips in this voyage. Colonel Koin was much about the fame 
time lent with a body of foldiers into the captainfhip of Rid Real, to bridle the Portu- 
guefe, by making a diverfion in their own territories, but thofe troops being but indif- 
ferently fupplied with neceffaries in an enemy’s country, and forced to undergo great 
fatigues, they were fo much weakened, that it was .thought advifeablc to recal them out 
of Rio Real, and to afiign them quarters of refrefhmcnt in the garrifons. Major Van 
Brande had worfe fuccefs than all the reft ; for, being fent abroad with a party to fetch 
in feme cattle, was put to the rout, and he himfelf taken prifoner. 

In the mean-while that our whole fleet was waiting for the Spanifh plate fleer on the 
coaft of America, and we confequently were not in a condition to undertake any thing at 
fea, our directors had all the reafon in the world to fear, that the Portuguefe would take 
this opportunity to revenge their lofs by deftroying our fugar-mills, which made them 
leave no, ftone unturned to fecure the Dutch Brazil and its inhabitants againft the 
attempts of the enemy : and confidering that a great part of our fecurity depended on 
the good inclinations of the Portuguefe living among us, it was thought convenient to 
call an affembly of the chiefeft Portuguefe inhabitants of the three captainfhips of Per- 
nambuko, Itamarika, and Parayba, towards the latter end of Auguft, to concert mea- 
fures how to defend their fugar-mills and fields againft the incurfions of the enemy. 

The moft effe&ual means that could be pitched upon in this affembly were, to provide 
their forts with good garrifons on the borders, and to fccure the fugar-mills, by putting 
a certain number of foldiers in or near them, for the fecurity of the adjacent fields. 
This was put in execution accordingly ; and the officers had ft rift charge to keep a 
watchful eye upon the leaft motion of the Portuguefe ; notwithftanding which, it had 
not the defired effect, becaufe thofe Portuguefe who lived at a confiderable diftance 
from us, and near the enemy’s frontiers, durft not give timely notice < 5 f their approach ; 
befides that, many among them having a conftant hatred to our nation, did favour the 
enterprifes of thofe parties that burnt the fugar-fields and plundered the mills, ferved 
them fometimes for guides, and had their fhare in the booty, which obliged our people 
to be at a conftant charge of a ftrong guard to conduft their goods, and defend them 
againft any fudden attempts. Such an incurfion was not long after made by the Portu- 
guefe into our territories ; for in November the viceroy, fhe Marquis of Montelvano, 
lent two barges full of foldiers to burn ourfugar-reeds in the plains, which they efff died, but 
durft not go too far, or attempt any thing againft our mills, for fear of the foldieas quartered 
thereabouts, who could not prevent their burning in the , fields, as' being done in the 
night-time. The Dutch werfe the greateft lofers by it, becaufe they had generally the 
greateft Ibare in thofe fields and mills, befides that the Portuguefe fpared thofe of their 
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own countrymen ; * all which brought a great damp upon trade, every one being afraid 
to venture in any bulinefs, where he might lofe all his fubftance in one night, and 
that perhaps by the hand of a Angle perfon, wherejby the revenues of the company 
were greatly impaired, and their charges increafed, being forced to maintain twenty oi 
thirty foldiers for the defence of any considerable plantation or fugar-mills ; which pre- 
vented them from bringing a fufficipnt body of men into the field, to make head 
againft the enemy. This was the Hate of the Dutch Brazil towards the latter end 
of 1640. 

The 2 2d of December, iq. the. fame year, Mr. Adrian van Bulleftraete arrived at the 
Receif from Middleburgh, in the quality of director of Brazil, fo that, now the great 
couhcil being complete, the belt expedient to obviate all thefe difficulties, was judged 
to conlift in our lleet ; purfuant to this refolution, all our ffiips were ordered to the 
Bahia, to make the enemy lenfible that we were in a condition to be even with them, 
and thereby to facilitate the negotiation that was in hand, for the furceafing of burning 
on both (ides. The council of Nineteen having alfo fent exprefs orders to cruife with 
fome Ihipo before Rio Janeiro, from whence the Spaniffi ffiips ul'ed generally to return 
info Spain, about the month of May or June, fome of the biggeft ffiips were ordered 
that way, to intercept, if poflible, tl\e flota, the rcfl being left near the Bahia. 

But whilil: our commiffioners were treating with the viceroy about the furceafing of 
burning and plundering, a certain Portuguefe, Paulo effi Kunha by name, committed 
unheard-of Cruelties, with murdering, plundering, and burning, in the open country, 
which made Count Maurice write the following letter to the viceroy : — 

, Count Maurice's Letter to the Viceroy. 

“ The barbarities lately committed by Paulc de Kunha, with burning, murdering, 
and plundering, in the open country, give me great reafon to fear, that your lAft oblig- 
ing letter was defigned for a compliment, without any reality. The confidence I had 
in your excellency's fincerity made me recal our ffiips and forces from your territories, 
to take away all means of offence : but the long ftay of our deputies affords great occa- 
fi®n of fufpicion, that your intention is only to amufe us ; which has obliged, me to 
difpatch a veffcl to let them know, that in caffe the treaty is not brought to a conclu- 
fion, to return without delay ; it being our intention that the faid negotiation ffiould 
not be continued longer. Your Excellency will therefore difmils them, together with our 
two hoitages, as we are refolved to fend back to you Martin Feirara, left with us as a 
holtage from your excellency, his companion being dead of. late.” 

Hereupon, by the mediation of the clergy living under our jurifdiction, but efpeci- 
ally by th* Indefatigable care of Dirck Kodde Vander Burgh, who was fent thither for 
that purpme, the treaty was brought to a happy conclufion in February 1641, by vir- 
tue of which, all deftru&ions by burning and plundering were to furceafe on both fides $ 
which being publiffied by proclamation, the Portuguefe were ordered to quit our domi- 
nions, whereby we reaped this advantage, that now we might turn all our forces where 
we found it molt expedient. . 

In June 1641, Count Maurice and the great council received advice of the ten years’ 
truce condlyded betwixt the States of Holland and the King of Portugal, with all the 
articles thereunto belonging, which were publiffied by proclamation in all our captain- 
ffiips, and all atis of hoftilities ceafed on both fides ; the Dutch living in good under- 
ftanding with the inhabitants of the Bahia, giving them all the demonftrations of friend- 
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(hip, fufficient to convince the Portqguefe thdt they had not the lead reafon to fear any 
infraction on their fide. 

The great council being willing to improve this interval of peace for the advance* 
ment of traffic, .and the benefit of the company, gave all imaginable encouragement, 
in proportion to the circumftances of time and place, to all the inhabitants of what na- 
tion foever, for the cultivating the lands, which had this good efl'edt, that the mailers 
of the fugar-mills rebuilt their mills, and the hufbandmen betook themfelves with fo 
much eagernefs to the cultivating of their fugar-fields, that they borrowed confiderable 
fums, upon a profpect of fure gain, which would over-pay their debts ; as, without 
queltion, it would have done in a fhort time, if, by the treachery pf the Portuguefe, 
they had not been difappointed in their hopes. The next thing to be taken in hand, 
was, to make fuch wholefome laws as were thought moll expedient for the eftablilh- 
ment and increafe of commerce, both in the Receif and other places, and to im- 
prove the domains and other revenues belonging to the cou p in\ during this time 
of truce. 

Trade then began to flourilh apace, fo that fordl time after the tu: ' , iv Merchants 
and feClors fold more commodities than had ever been known eiiliei . > 1 nr fincc. 
Many millions were dealt for in a little time, the merchants and fadtors i emg contented 
to fell to thofe who would pay fome money in part, though there were buyers enough 
who would and could buy for ready calh. 

The finances of the company in Brazil were in fo good a Hate, by the extraordinary 
care of the great council, that, in 1040 and 1641, they bought confiderable quantities 
of fugar upon the public account, which they fent to Holland. In the Receif and 
Maurice’s Town, we faw feveral goodly ftrudtures eredted by the inhabitants, who lived 
in great plenty and magnificence, every one looking upon his debts as fecure, and hav- 
ing a fair profpedl to increafe his riches, by the flourilhing (late of commerce and im- 
provement of the lands. 

But this was of no long continuance, for, in the beginning of 1643, things began to 
appear with a quite different face ; for the magazines of the company being exhaufted 
by feveral expeditions againff Angola, &c. and having received no fupplies in their Head 
out of Holland, as they ufed to do before, the great council was obliged to make ufe 
of what was due to the company, for the payment of the garrifons and other officers, 
and, confequently, to force their debtors to prompt payments. 

For at the beginning of the government of the new directors, the company had a 
confiderable naval force upon the coafl of Brazil, their magazines were well provided 
with provifion and ammunition, and they maintained a good number of foldiers. The 
great council of the Dutch Brazil relying upon their ftrength, did, with confent of 
Count Maurice, fend, in 1641, feveral fleets with foldiers to Spirits.. Santa, Rio de Ja- 
neiro, the ifle of Maranhaon, Angola, St. Thomas, and other places themabouts, to 
attack the fame, which fucceeded according to expedition ; but their mag&ines were 
greatly exhaufted by thofe expeditions. Befides this, the merchants in Holland began 
to call upon their fervants and fadtors for confiderable fums of money, in return of 
what they had received from them ; who being obliged to fend all the money they 
could bring together from their creditors to their matters .in Holland ; this occasioned 
great fcarcity of ready-money, and, confequently, no fmall detriment in traffic, which 
continuing thus from time to time, there arofe fuch a general (earcity of jnbney as is 
fcarce to be imagined ; many of the matters of the fugar-mills, that had no ready 
money to latisfy their debts at the appointed time, being forced to take np money upon 
credit, and. to pay three or four per cent, per month, which reduced many of them to 
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luch an extremity in a little time, that they were neither able to pay the principal nor 
intereft. 

Upon the arrival of the three new directors, or jnembers of the great council, in 
1640, viz. Henry Hamel, Kodde, and Bulleftraet, they found that the inhabitants, but 
efpecially the Portuguefe of the* Dutch Brazil, by buying of fugar-mills and plantations, 
as well as negroes and other commodities, had rOn themfelves much in debt ; having 
bought their .negfoes not only at three hundred pieces of eight per head, but alfo given 
moft extravagant prices for all other forts of commodities, and purchased whole ware* 
houfes, without making ' juft, account how to be able to pay for them. This was done 
by the Portuguefe, in hopes of the good fuccefs of thofe great fleets they underflood 
werfe equipping in Spain, to reduce Brazil under the King’s obedience, which they fup- 
pofed would free them from their debts ; which the factors not being aware of, and, 
blinded with the profped of vaft profit, fold their goods to the Portuguefe without re- 
luClancy. But the defign of the Portuguefe vanifliing into fmoke for that time, they 
were forced to pay ; but new fupplies of all forts of commodities being fent out of Hol- 
land, they bought on a-frefh, heaping debts upon debts, till, failing in their payments, 
their credit began alfo to foil with the merchants, who now began to urge for fatisfac- 
tion of their debts. For the country-trader being urged by the factors and merchants, 
who received thofe commodities from their correfpondents in Holland, was obliged to 
call to an account the Portuguefe unto whom he had fold the goods. And becaufe the 
Portuguefe had not bought thofe commodities from the Dutch, but with an intention 
never to pay them, the country-trader, who was obliged to pay the merchants in the 
Receif, faw himfelf reduced to ruin, the Portuguefe having not wherewithal to fatisfy 
their debts. 

Thus, through the unwarinefs and mifmanagement of thofe faftors, whom the mer- 
chants in Holland had intrufted with their goods, fuch*a confufion was introduced, as 
tended to the great detriment of their correfpondents in Holland. All the bufinefs at 
that time lay among the lawyers, and in the courts of judicature, which, confidering 
the chargeaHenefs of law-fuits in Brazil, tended to their farther ruin ; for when they 
had obtained fentence and execution againft the debtors, the greateft difficulty was, 
how, and which way, to lay the execution ; moll of the Portuguefe fueing for "protec- 
tion from the Regency, which, if they could' not obtain, they lived incognito ; efpe- 
cially thofe who had no lands or effects, or if they had, it was no eafy matter to find 
out where they were. Befides that, if the creditors executed their executions upon 
the lands, they were forced to be the buyers themfelves, and to live in the country to 
manage the lands, a thing altogether inconvenient to the merchants, who had other 
bufinefs upon their hands in the Receif. Such as were call into prifon muft be main- 
tained there at the'charge of the creditor, which, in procefs of time, amounted to fuch 
a fum, th^f.they themfelves were fain to folicit the refinement of their debtors, and 
to make the beft compofition with them they could. 

Befides thefe inconveniences, there have happened of late feveral others, viz. a great 
mortality of the negroes and Brazilians, by a certain infectious diftemper, incident to 
the natives, called Bexigos, refembling our fmall-pox in Europe. Moft of thefe ne- 
groes were bought at the rate of three hundred pieces of eight, and, confidently, their 
fofs drew after it the ruin of the planters, who alfo complained much of vermin, and 
feveral intfndations that had done confiderable damage to the fugar-fields. This con- 
fufion in traffic introduced no fmall broil? among the inhabitants themfelves, who, in 
cafe of non-payment, threw one another into prifon without mercy, and endeavoured 
to prevent one another,' by elandeftine means, to get in their debts before the reft j 
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offering confiderable abatements and rewards' to fuch as would underhand furrender or 
tranfport their effeds ; and thofe divifions were not a little fomented by fome ill-minded 
perfons, to the prejudice of the government ; many of thofe, who, either by unwarinefs 
or other mifmartagement, loft their debts, laying the fault thereof at the door of the 
Regency and of the courts of juftice, vainly imaginirig, that what they had loft b y 
their own negled or want of care, ffiould be made good by the public purfe ; efpeci- 
ally if it happened fo, that the fame perfons were indebted to the company as well as 
private perfons, there arife great contefts about the preference. 

The debts of the company did alfo increafe every, dav, which at laft amounted to 
fome millions : for the directors, which before the year 1 640 had the management of 
affairs in Brazil, did fell mod of the confifcated eftates, fugar-mills, and merchandizes, 
as well as the negroes bought on account of the company in Africk, upon credit, fo 
that their books were filled with debts, but their cafh empty of- money. The fucceed- 
ing members of the great council, Meffrs. Hamel, Bulleftraet, and Kodde, did leave no 
ftone unturned to corred this cuftom, and to fell their commodities for ready money, 
or otherwife to exchange them for fugars, thereby to eale jhe company in the great 
charge they were forced to be at in their feveral expeditions ; and it is certain, thar in 
1640, 1641, and 1642, they lent fuch vail cargoes of fugar to Holland, that the like 
had never been known before in Brazil. Notwithftanding which, by the vaft numbers 
of negroes that were imported, after our conqueft of Angola, the company fell more 
and more in debt, by reafon their debtors were very dilatory in their payments. The 
council of Nineteen lent exprefs orders to remedy this evil, by Idling the negroes lor 
ready money, or exchanging them for l'ugar ; but this could not be put in practice, be- 
caufe there was nobody who would* buy upon thofe conditions, fo that the price of the 
negroes falling daily lower and lower, and thefe being a great burden to the company, 
and fubjed to diftempers and mortality, this order was fain to be revoked, unlefs they 
would fee the negro-trade dwindle away into nothing ; for the inhabitants being for the 
mod part fuch as had bellowed mod part of their lubftancc in the lugar-mills, planta- 
tions, and negroes, they could not pay ready money, but were forced to deal upon 
credit, till they could reap the benefit of their labour. 

The ‘members of the great council did therefore take all imaginable care to call upon 
their debtors exactly at the time of their fugar-harveft, and ordered their officers in the 
country to feize upon fome of them on account of the company. 

From hence arofe nothing but law-fuits, fentences, executions, and imprifonments : 
the members of the great council thinking it not below their ftation, to go lometimes • 
in perfon into the country to promote the payment of the debts owing to the company. 
But this had a contrary effed, for the merchants and fadors began to be extremely difla- 
tisfied, that the company lhould leize upon the fugar in the mills, without letting them, 
who were creditors as well as they, have their lhare in them. This occafionqd not only 
murmurings, but alfo threats and complaints to the council of Nineteen, ’where they 
mifreprefented thefe tranfadions under the worft colours they could, hoping thereby to 
deter the officers of the company from doing their duty. The great council Having * 
taken the matter into mature deliberation, and fearing, not without reafon, that in time 
it might occafion a general difeontent, they left no none unturned to fatisfy the minds 
of the people, by finding out means to have their debts fatisfied. It was propofed by 
feveral underltanding perfons, that the company lhould undertake to fatisfy tHe debts of 
private perfons, either by way of payment or exchange ; in lieu of which the matters of 
the fugar-mills ihould furrender to the company every year, the whole produd of thefe 
mills,, rill sbey had fatisfied all their debts. And to make the fame the more effedual, 
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for the general benefit as well of the company and fugar-mills, as the merchants and 
factors, it was agreed, that certain articles Ihould be agreed upon for that purpofe ; the 
greateft advantage the company pretended to reap by, it being, that they Ihould have a 
Fair opportunity of recovering fome of their debts, which were given over for loft. 
Thefe agreements were wonderfully pleafing to the council of Nineteen, who in the year 
1645, on the 16th of June, fent their approbation of a fecond agreement made with 
one George Homo Pinto (which indeed was of as great confequence as all the other 
contra&s together) to .the great council as follows : 

Approbation of the Agreement. 

“ Concerning the agreement by you (meaning the council) on the 14th of Decem- 
ber laft, made with George Homo Pinto, we have had feveral debates, which we find 
to have been brought to a conclufion, with the previous advice and approbation of the 
counfellors of juftice and of the finances ; fo that both in refpect of the fame, and of 
the great benefit that is likely to accrue thereby to the company, we have thought fit to 
approve of the faid agreement ; recommending to you the execution of it, with the fame 
zeal as you have fhewn your condutt and circuml'pecfion in the whole management of 
thefe contra&s.” 

■» 

That thele agreements were by all people, that had any knowledge of thofe affairs, 
looked upon as greatly for the intereft of the company, is molt evident from hence, that 
feveral other merchants that were fenfible of this advantage, made agreements with their 
debtors much upon the fame terms as the company had done ; which, that it may be 
put Beyond all doubt, we will give you a copy of one of thofe agreements, from Whence 
it will plainly appear with hew much circumfpettion tile council proceeded in this mat- 
ter, betwixt the company, the mafters of the fugar-mills, and their debtors. 


The Copy of an Agreement. 

« Mr. Peter John Bas, and John van Ratsfield, counfellors of juftice of Brazil, "by 
fpecial coinmiflion from the Weft-India company, and John van Walbeeck, affeffor of 
the great council, did appear before us on one fide ; and Manuel Fernando Cruz, Sieur 
de Ingenho Tapicura, in behalf of himfelf and his heirs ; as alfo Benjamin de Pina for 
ten thoufand fix hundred gilders ; llaac de Cofta for thirteen thoufand one hundred 
and eight ; Jofeph Abenacar for four hundred and ninety ; Simon de Vale for three 
hundred and twenty-five; Gafper Francifco and David Brandoa for eleven hundred 
and thirty-three ; ^Abraham de Tovaer for one thoufand; John Parente for three hun- 
dred and fifty ; John Mendoza de Moeribeca for four thoufand three hundred and fifty ; 
James Gabay for one thoufand and fifty ; More de Leon for fix hundred ; Balthazar 
de Fpnfeca for fix hundred; Simon Gomes de Lifboa for five thoufand nine, hundred 
and ten ; Bartholomew Rodrigues for nine hundred ; and Daniel Cardofa for nine 
hundred and ten gilders; the whole amounting to forty thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-fix gilders, being all- creditors of the faid Manuel Fernando Crt \, and for the 
mofl part debtors to the company on the other fide, <tho profefs and declare to have 
agreed among themfelves, that the before-mentioned Manuel Fernando Cruz, fhall pay 
to the company the full fum of fixty thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five gilders, 
viz. nine teen thoufand two hundred and fixty nine gilders-upon his own account, being 
by h im owing to the faid company, and the remaining fum on the account of his credi- 
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tors, which, proportionably to their refpe&ive debts, ought to be difcounted for with him 
by the faid company, upon the following conditions : 

“ i. That the whole debt is to, be fatisfied in the three next following years, the firft 
payment to begi*l in January 1645, and if it happen, that in one year a lefs fhare be 
paid than in the other, the whole is to be made good in the laft year. 

“ 2. That no difcounts fhall be entered in the books of the company, until after the 
payment of the due proportion appointed for each refpe&ive term of time. 

“ 3. That the creditors of thofe with whom they have entered into articles of agree- 
ment, as well as the debtors of the company, fhall not be difeharged of their debts in 
the books of the company, but in cafe of failure or delay of payment, either of„the 
whole fum or part thereof, all the refpediive appointed times, fhall Hand engaged and 
anfwerable, each for his refpeftive debt, unlefs they give other fecurity to the company ; 
but thofe creditors who have no debts in the books of the company, fhall have liberty 
to transfer other debts, or elfe to receive their {hare in two years time, either by aflign- 
ments or in negroes ; but not in any commodities imported from abroad, or fugar to be 
exported ; provided neverthelefs that the articles of agreement be fulfilled, or otherwjfe 
the fum be put to their own account immediately, in which cafe they are to allow eighteen 
pound per cent, and neverthelefs be liable to fee the agreement put in execution. 

“ 4 . Thofe who are entered into articles of agreement fhall be obliged to engage both 
their body and goods for the performance thereof, but elpecially to deliver an inventory 
of their perfonal effates, confirmed by oath ; befides which, they are to give Inch fecu- 
rities as fhall be approved of by the great council ; with renouncing the bcncficium ordi- 
nis , divijionis, et cxcufationis, as well for each refpe&ive payment at the appointed times, 
as the whole fum in general. 

“ 5. Thefe before-mentioned fecurities are to be perfons well-qualified, of good fub- 
ftance, not involved in debts, but efpecially in the company’s ; and fhall be warranted 
by the niagiftrates of their refpective places of abode. 

“ 6. Public notice is to be given to all perfons who have any bonds, bills or accounts, 
or other engagements relating to the perfonal eftates (which fhall be named dr fpecified), 
of fuch as are entered into thofe articles, that within the fpace of three weeks they are 
to produce the fame, or elfe be excluded from the benefit thereof, till after the expira- 
tion of the time mentioned and appointed in the faid agreement. 

“ 7. That he who has engaged himfelf in fuch an agreement or contradV, fhall not be 
permitted to contract new debts, unlefs with the confent of the great council ; other- 
wife the fame to be void and null, of which public notice fhall be given. Neither fhall 
he abalienate any fugars by land as remains, under the penalty of reftitution to be made 
with full intereft and charges. 

“ The creditors fhall be obliged to furrender and renounce all their pretenfions, en- 
gagements, and a&ions, to the company; neither fhall they lay. any claim 1 upon that 
fcore of precedence, or otherwife. ■* 

“ Whenever it fhall be judged requifite, by the great council, to fend a certain per- 
fon to the Ingenho of any perfon entered into fuch an agreement, for the better fe- 
curity of their debt, and the receiving and fending away the fugar allotted to the com- 
pany, he fhall be obliged to find him with victuals and lodgings in his Ingenho ; but 
the company fhall pay him for his pains. , 

“ Purfuant to which 1 , the before-named Manuel Fernando Cruz,, with ‘the advice 
and confent of his before-mentioned creditors, has obliged himfelf in general, and by 
thefe prefers, obliges and engages his perfon and eftate, both real and perfonal, with-' 
out any fe&jrvation>or exception ; but efpecially the before-named Ingenho Tapicura, 
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with all its appurtenances, according to the inventory there affixed and confirmed by 
oath j, which Ingenho Tapicura he declares to be free from any pre-engagements, with 
all the grounds, fugar-fields, pafturages, woods, and other things thereunto belong- 
ing, viz. eight brafs calderns, t§n tachoos, and ten parvos, befides federal other cop- 
per veffels belonging to the faid Ingenho ; twenty flaves belonging to the faid Ingenho, 
and Manuel Fernando Cruz, his houfe and fixty 'oxen. And for the better perform- 
ance of this agreement, Senhor John do Mendofe, dwelling at Moeribeca, and Manuel 
Gomes de Lilboa, living in Moquiaxe, have, after certificates obtained from the magi- 
itrates of their relpedtive dwelling-places, engaged themfelves, and do by thefe prefents 
engage themfelves as fecurities for the whole debt, and as debtors for each and every 
part thereof, promifing to indemnify the company of all actions, fuits, or other preten- 
fions which may be made againft them on account of any other creditors of the faid 
Manuel Fernando Cruz, not mentioned or engaged in this agreement ; as likewife, that 
no fugar lhall be furreptitioully conveyed away or abalienated : that in cafe of non-pay- 
ment, the company (hall be hereby fully empowered to recover their damages with in- 
tereft and charges, upon their perfons and ellates ; they renouncing by thefe prefents 
all exceptions, ordinis , divijionis , ct cxcufationis , as likewife all other pretenfions of pri- 
vileges tending to the invalidity of this contract. The before-named creditors alfo, in 
general, and every one of them in particular, declare that they have given in a true 
account of all their relpedtive pretenfions upon the faid Manuel Fernando Cruz, neither 
that they do’ demand any other fum or fums of him, but what have been fpecified there 
under their refpettive names ; promifing to be well fatisfied with what has been ftipu- 
lated, and, if put in execution accordingly, to renounce all actions or private engage- 
ment^, difeontents or preference in favour of t he v company ; and that in cafe of non- 
payment, they will be obliged to make good and reltore to the faid company, not only 
each particular fum paid at certain limited times, but alfo the whole, in the fajne tpan- 
ner, as if the faid agreement had never been made betwixt them ; leaving it to the dif- 
cretion c ! ' the company, whether they will lay their actions againlt Manuel Fernando 
Cruz and his fecurities, or againlt themfelves and their eltates ; under the condition 
they were in before the conclulion of this agreement ; the benefit of adionem ceJJ'am be- 
ing allowed them againft the faid Cruz and h(s fecurities, for the recovery of their juft 
debts. In witnefs and confirmation of which we have granted thefe our letters, as ufual 
in fuch cafes, fealed with the ordinary feal of the court of juftice, and figned by the 
fecretary of the council. Tranflated in the Receif, 23d September 1644.” 

In the fame manner all the other contracts were made and penned ; the contents of 
which amounted, in the whole, to two million one hundred and twenty-five thoufand 
eight hundred and feven gilders, which were due from the farmers to r Te malters of 
the fugar-mills, afid from thofe again to the company. 

The chief, if not the only reafon, why thefe agreements were refolded upon, was, 
(as we faid before) the intolerable vexations and exactions pur upon the* mailers of the 
fugar-mills by their creditors, who, unlefs thefe malters paid them at the rate of two 
or three per cent, intereft per month, made immediate feizure of their negroes, oxen, 
coppers, and other neceffaries belonging to the fugar-mills ; fo that the m afters of thefe 
fugar-mills being reduced to k neceffity of paying fuch exorbitant exactions, or elfe to 
fee themfelves entirely ruined, began to defend their plantations and mills by force, fo 
that things feemed to tend at that time to a general infurreCtion, if the fame had not 
been prevented, b*y entering into thofe contracts ; by which means, the malters of the 
fugar-mills being freed .from the opprelfions of their creditors, and in lieu thereof now 
become debtors to the company, and time given them to employ their mills for the pay-’ 
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meat of their debts, at certain limited times, and that at the rate of one per cent* 

intereft per month only, all pretenfions and occafions of a revolt were therehy re- 
moved, at leaft for that time ; th» firft term of payment being fet out for a confider- 
able time. t;if ' * 

To make this the more evident, thefe following heads deferve our particular obfer- 
vation : that the company and^the merchants, being creditors of the inafters of the 
fugar-mills, endeavouring at the fame time to force them to the payment of their debts, 
by executions : this occafioned, from the year 1 647, to the time of the making of 
thofe cqntra&s, fuch a confufion, as muft needs have t ended tQ the total deftruttion of 
the fugar-mills, and, confequently, of the merchants and company ; which induced 
them to apply themfelves to the great council, to find out fome means, by way of dif- 
count, or otherwife, to put thefe debts into the company’s hands. 

The counfellors of juftice did not, at firft, agree in all points to thefe propofals, but 
at their meeting on the 1 2th of Auguft 1 644, being better convinced of the matter, 
and that the company was fufficiehtly fecured and benefited thereby, the next following 
day did not only approve of the fame, but alfo were of opinion, that fome tilings might 
be rather mitigated for the advantage of the mafters of mills and their creditors, than 
not to relieve them at this jun&urc ; fo that the conditions were, the 10th of November 
1644, agreed unto with the confent of the counfellors of the court of juftice and the 
finances. 

Purfuant to thefe, the great council took care that public notice fhould be given of 
thefe agreements made betwixt the company and certain private perf ms, by which every 
one was forewarned not to fell any thing upon credit to them, without the confent of 
the great council ; and their creditors fummoned to make good their debts within three 
weeks time, or elfe to be excluded from the benefit of the contract, till after the time 
therein lipiited was expired. From all which, it is fufficiently demon ftrable, with how 
little appearance of truth fome have attempted to infinuate, that thefe contracts were 
prejudicial to the company, and had given no fmall occafion to the enfuing revolt of 
the Portuguefe ; when it is beyond all queftion, from what has been faid before, that 
thefe were the only means to prevent thofe calamities, wherewith the mafters of the 
fugar-mills, and the farmers or country-planters, were overwhelmed all at that time, 
who were forced to let their mills ftand fell, and leave the ground uncultivated ; all 
which, as it tended to the utter deftruttion of the fugar-mills, fo the company fuftained 
an irreparable lofs, viz. thirty-eight pounds per cent, yearly in Brazil, and thirty-feven 
pounds per cent, in Holland, which being feventy-five pounds per cent., did altogether 
arife from the ufe of the fugar-mills. 

Befides this, there were not a few of thofe merchants that were creditors of the 
fugar-mills, that were confiderably indebted to the company, who pleaded infolvency, 
by reafon of the non-payment of their debtors; the company would have, been con-., 
fiderable lofers By them, unlefs by this way of difeounting, they had found means to 
recover thofe defperate debts. All which moved the great council to make a virtue of 
neceflity, and, with the advice of the mafters of the fugar-tnills and their creditors, 
^nd the approbation of the council of Nineteen, to enter upon thofe articles ; which 
could not be in anywife detrimental to the company ; thottgh fome malicious perfons 
have objetted againft them, that (fuppofing there had been no revolt) thefij mafters 
would not, in twenty years, nay, perhaps never, have been in a condition to wrong the 
company, what thtfy, had laid out upon their account; when it is fufficiently known 
that the great council never pfcid one farthing of ready-money for them on the account 
of the ebmpany ; befides, that for the fatisfa&ion of the company, twenty-five fugar- 
mills were engaged, which, one with another, affording from two hundred and thirty 
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to two' hundred and fifty cherts of fugar pearly ; if the company had drawn but a hun- 
dred and forty „or a hundred and fifty cherts frqjn each, the fame would have amounted 
to four hundred, and twenty thoufand gilders ; from whence it is evident, that, not to 
include the fugawnills, their coppers, oxen, and other inftruments thereunto belong- 
ing, the fum of two millions ofie hundred and twenty-five thoufand eight hundred and 
fixteen gilders, being the total fum of the debt owing to the company by virtue of 
thefe contracts, • might have been fatfsfied without much hazard ; the Portuguefe 
mailers- of the fugar-mills, being by this expedient left in the quiet pofleflion of their 
mills, and eafed from the opprefiions of their creditors, and our hopes were not a 
little increafed by the iiiduftry of the inhabitants of the country, who, finding them- 
felves now at eafe, applied themfelves with fo much afliduity to the improvement of 
their plantations, for the better fatisfying of their debts, that, in 1645, there was 
fuch a fair profpeft of a plentiful harveft of lugar, as had not been known in many 
years before 

But it feems as if the Portuguefe, out of an in-born hatred to our nation, who had 
conquered them, were refolved not to reft fatisfied, till by underhand pra&ices and 
plots they had undermined our government. Add to this, that many of them having 
involved themfelves over head and ears in debt, and feeing no way to fatisfy their 
creditors, were become defperate, and more forward to run the hazard of an open 
revolt (in hopes of affiftance from Portugal), than to undergo the unavoidable neceflities 
of poverty ■; which made fome of them frankly tell our people afterwards, that in cafe 
they were difappointed in their hopes of fuccours from the Bahia, they would feek for 
aid in Spain or Turkey. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1642, there were rumours fpread abroad of a plot 
contrived by the Portuguefe againft the ftate, when they were difarmed, and their arms 
brought into the magazines, which however they got again under foine pretence or other 
afterwards, they living very quietly among us, for fear, as I fuppofe, of ourgarrifons, 
and that rhey were not then fufficiently allured of fuccours from the Bahia. But it will 
not be auiif* to trace the true origin of this revolt. 

The 13th December 1642, one John Fernandes Vieira, alderman of Maurice’s 
Town, appeared in the great council. Count Maurice being prefent, where, he told 
them, that he had been informed by certain Jews, how he and his father-in-law Berin- 
gcl were fiifpc&ed in Holland, of having fent letters by a fon of the faid B&ringel to 
the King of Portugal, tending to the detriment of the ftate. He did not deny to have 
fent a letter by the faid perfon to the King of Portugal, but containing no mpre than 
a recommendation of the faid Beringel’s perfon, to help him to fome employment under 
the King: this he offered to prove by his copy, which being produced, there was 
found nothing njaterial in it, but a congratulation to the King upon his acceflion to 
the crown, and a recommendation of the faid Beringe’ ; Vieira further propofed, that 
’“he thought it abfolutely neceflary, for the fafety of the effete, to have* the Portuguefe 
difarmed, as likewife the captains De Campo, with thofe under their jurifdi&ion, the 
negroes, Brazilians, mulatts, and Mamalukes. 

There was alfo a letter fent by the council of Nineteen, dated ift June I642, to 
Count Maurice, containing. in fbbftance, that one John van North, ' o had ferved 
for fourteen : months in the quality of a cadet in Brazil, had declared to them at Amfter- 
dam, theft he had been a fervant in a fugar-mill belonging to John Fernandes Vieira, 
where, after a Hay of two months, he was entreated by FrancifcodSeringel Labrador, 
to go with his fon Antonio Dandrado Beringel, as an. interpreter, to Holland, and 
from thence to Portugal ; which upon great promifes he accepted of, and they fet fail 
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on board the fhip called the Love from Brazil for Zeeland, and attest wards ■ fromHJliffi- 
men went to Lifbon. He faid, that this Antonio Dandrado Beringel, afte^a familiar 
converfationof three weeks, had told him that he was fent with a letter lignedtjy John 
Fernandes Vieir|, Francifco ^eriitgel, Bemardin Karvailho, John $ 3 erro and Lewis 
Bras Biferro, in which they gave to underftand to the King of Portugal, that they 
were well provided with men, money, and arms,,, for^the reducing Brazil under his 
obedience. The council added, that jhe King of Portugal had made .the faid Beringel 
a captain Tor this piece of fervice, and that therefore they .defired Count Maurice and 
the great council to keep a watchful eye oyer them, being fenfible what an aveffion 
the Portuguefe did bear to the Dutch. * 

At the meeting of the great council of Brazil, 16th February 1643, Count Maurice 
allured them, that he had received intelligence, that fome of the chiefeft of the Portu- 
guefe had refolved to furprife our garrifons in the country, at Moribeca, St. Anthony, 
and fome other places, and to put them to the fword, which was to be put'Sn execution 
upon one of theif faint’s days, when they ufed to meet in confiderable numbers. Thofe 
who had the chief management of this affair, had their dwelling-places in the Vargea, 
who had propofed to furprife likewife the Receif, not queftilhing that if they could 
make themfelves mailers of it, the other garrifons in the country would be eafily re- 
duced, and confequently the company not able to fubfift long in Brazil, without foldiers 
and traffic. 

Hereupon it was taken into deliberation, whether it were bell to fecure the heads of 
this rebellion immediately, or to delay it till a more convenient time, for fear- of alarm- 
ing the whole country by their imprifonment : the lalt was refolved upon, becaufe 
they did not think themfelves as yet fufficiently affured of their defigns, and did not 
queftion, but that by the -fecret intelligence Count Maurice was to receive of their 
tranfaflions, to prevent them. Lt was however judged advifeable to draw the garrifons 
out of the country into the Receif, which was llrengthened with new pallifadoes, and 
the old wooden battery repaired ; a lhip was alfo ordered with fcveral great chaloops, 
the firft on the fea-fide, the others in the river, to defend the avenues of the Receif 
with their cannon. There were likewife divers letters fent by private perfons, fome 
without, names, to Count Maurice and the great council, confirming the traiterous 
defigns of the Portuguefe ; among others, one Mr. Van Els fent a letter to Count 
Maurice, dated at Serinhaim the 2cth of March 1643, importing, that he had it from 
fure hands, that a certain mulat, of the company of Auguftin Hardofo, being afked 
by certain inhabitants of that Fregefie, what bufinefs they had thereabouts, had told 
them, that they had been to carry letters to fome perfons living near the Receif j adding, 
that in a fhort time they would fee that place taken without any effufion of blood, either 
«of the Dutch or Portuguefe. , 

In December 1643, Don Michael de Krafto, Don Baftian Manduba de Sonho, and 
Don Antonio Ferdinandes, three ambaffadors from the Count Sonho in Angola,* 
arrived in the Receif, in the (hip called the Arms of Dort ; they had but one fervant 
each, but* brought along with them feveral negroes with golden collars, as a prefent to 
Count Maurice, befides a great number of other negroes for the company. 

$ Being admitted to audience by Count Maurice and* 1 the. great council, they defired, 
in the name of their matters, not to fend any affiftance to the King of Cgngo, whom 
they feared would attack them before long, notwithftanding they were at that time 
both engaged in %war againft the Portuguefe. They received for*anfwer, that the 
council would write <0 Mr. Ijfiewland, their director there,, to interpofe his authority 
and mediatipiL m order to maintain a correfpondency, and remove all occafion of co»- 
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-tefl betwixt the King of Con£o and their mafter, they being both confederates of the 
ftates : the fai<J earl lent likewife a letter to Count Maurice, in which fye defired leave to 
btly-a chair, a cloak, feme ehfigns of war, fome apparel, and fuch like things. The great 
, council wrote alfo a letter, as wrell to th^ King of Congo, as to the Count of Sonho, 
exhorting them to ? peace, and tent* them the fallowing prefents in the name of the 
company : — To* the King, a long black velvet cloak, with filver gallbons, a fcarf edged 
with filver Jace, a velvet coat, and a caftor-hat with a filver hatband. — To the County 
a*red velvet elbow*ctiay\ with gold fringes, a large velvet cloak, with gold and filver 
galloons, a fcarf with a gold and filver lace, a velvet coat, and a caftor-hat with a gold 
and filver hatband. 

They were entertained with all imaginable civility during their ftay here : they were 
very flalful in playing with the backfword ; in the management of which, they made 
molt terrible pofture^ and faces. They underftood Latin very well, and made feveral 
learned harangues in the fame. 

The 13th of October 1644, a certain Jew called Gafpar Francifco de Kunha, with 
two others of the chief of the fame fraternity, gave notice to the great council, that 
they had been credibly informed by fome Jews, who convcrfed and kept frequent 
correfpondence in the country, that the Portuguefe were plotting againft the Dutch 
Brazil, telling the council the rcafons upon which they founded this fufpicion. The 
council, after having returned thanks to thefe elders for their care, refolved to leave 
no {tone unturned, to difeover the defigns of the Portuguefe ; and having received 
certain intelligence, that they expefted fome arms and ammunition to be brought them 
byfea, they ordered, the 12th of Oftober 1 644* the yacht called Niewhoufe, with a 
galiot and a chaloop, to cruize along the coaft of Dutch Brazil, to obferve what veflels 
did approach the fhore. 

The 1 1 th of May 1644, Count Maurice left the Receif, in order to his return to 
Holland, after he had been eight years governor of the Dutch Brazil. All the citizens 
and chier inhabitants, both of the Receif and Maurice’s Town, appeared in arms, mak- 
ing a lane from the old town to the water-gate, from whom, as he pafied by, he took 
his leave with all imaginable demonft rations of kindnefs. At the gate he mounted on 
horfe-back, and being accompanied by the great council, the counfellors of juftice, 
and all the military officers, as far as Olinda, he there once more took his leave of 
them in particular, the Sieur Bulleftraet remaining only with him, being deputed by 
the regency to conduct him on board the Blips defigned for his tranfportation. 
They did not fet fail from the Red Land till the 2 2d of May, with a fleet of thirteen 
fhips, on board of which were a good number of foldiers, leaving only eighteen 
companies for *the defence of the Dutch Brazil. Mr. Bulleftraet returned the 26th 
to the Receif. 

On the 2 2d of April, not long before the departure of Count Maurice, the corn- 
million from the governors of the Weft India company, according to a resolution 
taken at their meeting the firft of July 1642, concerning the government of Dutch 
Brazil, and dated the 2 2d of IVJay 1643, was read in the great council, by which the 
members thereof were to have the adminiftration of the government further orders. 
Accordingly, Count Maurice having appointed a day to inveft them with the admini-# 
fixation of the government, he ordered (with the confent of the faid council) an 
aflembly to be called on the 6th of May, of the counfellors of JSftice, of the magis- 
trates, the ecclefiaftical council and minlfters of Maurice’s Town*; of the commanders- 
111-chief, both T$y fea and land, the chief officers of the company, the officers of the 
militia, and the chief men among the Jews. * 
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All thefe being at the appointed time met in the great hall of the Stadtkuis, he tok 
them, that fince Their High andtMightineffes the States, His Highnefs the Prince o: 
Orange, and the council of Nineteen, had been pleaf$d to grant him leave, after ; 
ftay of eight years among them, in the quality of governor of the Dutch Brazil 
to return into Holland, he had called them together, to return them thanks for th< 
many fervices, each in his ftation, had done to *the company ; as likewife for the obe 
dience, fidelity, and refped they had always fhewn to his perfqn ; telling them, thai 
from this minute he refigned the government into • the* hands of the great council, 
requiring and defiring them, in the name of the States, the Prince of Orange, anc 
the council of Nineteen, to fhew them the fame obedience, fidelity, and refped, they 
had done before ; whereupon Count Maurice having congratulated the council, and 
the reft there prefent done the fame, he took his leave of them in the hall, and im- 
mediately after in the council-chamber, of the members of the great council, giving 
them moft hearty thanks for their faithful council and affiftance upon all occafions, and 
for the refped and deference they had always fhewn to his perfon ; telling them, that 
fince this would be the laft time of his appearing in their aftembly, he had drawn 
up a memorial, which might ferve them as a guide,* for the better adminiftration of the 
government ; and that, if they thought it convenient, he fhould be ready to difcourfe 
with them, -and enlarge further * upon that fubjed. The members of the great council 
returned him their unfeigned thanks, wifhing him a happy voyage, and good fuccefs 
in all his undertakings, and recommended themfelves and the whole Dutch Brazil to 
his care hereafter. Before the breaking up of the aftembly, it was debated in the 
prefence of Count Maurice, which of the members fhould have the precedency there 
as prefident, or whether the fame < fhould be taken by turns, the fame being not deter- 
mined in their commiflion. After feveral arguments pro and con , it was agreed, that 
things fhould remain, in refped of this point, in the fame condition as had been ufual 
before, in the abfcnce of Count Maurice, viz. for every one to keep his rank without 
any priority, till further orders from the council of Nineteen ; to wit, firft Mr. Dirk 
Hamel, then Mr. Bulleftraet, Mr. Kodde Vander Burgh, &c. 

The next thing the great council took in hand, was to inquire more narrowly into 
the defigns of the Portuguefe againft the government ; to effed which, it was refolved, 
in January 1644, to fend Gilbert de Wit, counfellor of the court of juftice, and 
Captain Dirk Hoogftraten, then commander-in-chief in the Cape of St. Auftin, to 
Antonio Telles de Sylva, then governor of the Bahia, with the following inftrudions, 
dated the 1 5th of the fame month ; to compliment the governor (after the delivery of 
their credentials), in the name of the great council, with a fincere promife and 
afturance of friendfhip, and good neighbourly correfpondency. After This, they were 
to reprefent to him, that many of the fubjeds of the Dutch Brazil, after having con- 
traded confiderable dehts there, both with the company and other inhabitants, did 
retire into *the Bahia ; wherefore they defired, that for the promoting of juftice, they 
would either detain thofe bankrupts in prifon, or at leaft give timely notice of their 
cqfning thither, to the Dutch government, whereby they 1 * 3 fubjeds might be enabled to 
profecute them at law : but their real errand was to be irfftruded underhand in the 
Yollowing points : 


1. What forces the portuguefe had at that time in the Bahia, and the other fouthern 
provinces. 

. 2. What number of fhips. 

3. What number of fhips were expeded there out of Portugal. 


4, How 



NIEUHOFJJ'S BRAZIL. 


747 


4. How the negroes, trade flood affefted, and from what places they were brought 
thither. 

5. Whether there was any commerce betwixt them and the inhabitants of Buenos 

Ayres. • , 

6. In what condition their places were thereabouts ; of all which they were to give 
the beft account.thcy were able to get, after their return to the great council ; they 
were alfo charged by word of mouth, *to make diligent enquiry who were the perfons 
that underhand encouraged the fo-much-feared revolt of the Portuguefe in the Dutch 
Brazil, and what aid dr aflfllance they were to have from them ; and to defire’ the 
governor not to permit for the future, that fuch of the Dutch foldiers as deferted out 
of the Receif, and went by land to the Bahia, might from thence be tranfported into 
Portugal, but be flopped and fent back to the Receif. 

Thefe convoys arrived fafely the 8th of February 1644, in the Bahia, and dropped 
their anchor, towards the evening, near the city of St. Salvador, and the caftle*of 
St. Antonio, where two officers came on board them, to enquire from whence they 
came, and by whom, and to whom they were fent, in order to give an account thereof 
to the governor, Antonio Telles de’Sylva. The next following day they were com- 
plimented in *the name of the governor, by Major Domingo Delgados, and Captain 
David Ventura, who told them that he intended to lend his chaloop with the firft 
opportunity to fetch them afhore. About three o’clock in the afternoon, the fame 
officers, with three or four more, came with the chaloop to fetch them ; and they 
w r ere no fooner landed, but found feveral horfes ready for them to mount upon, which 
they did, and were condudted up a high hill, all over covered with fpeftators, to 
the governor*'! palace. In the outward hall was a flrong guard of foldiers ; in the 
feccnd, feveral enfigns and other inferior officers ; in the third apartment they met 
with nothing but captains and lieutenants ; and in the fourth, with colonels, general 
officers, fame clergymen, and the governor himfelf ; who, after having received them 
at the door, defiled them to fit down next to him, upon chairs fet for that purpofe. 
The envoys then begun their harangue, in which they told him, that they were 
extremely glad to find him in good health At this time, when they were fent by the 
great council of the Dutch Brazil, to allure him of their good inclinations to maintain 
a good correlpondency and friendlhip with him, and of their hearty wilhes for His 
Majefty’s, his own, and the government’s profperity ; to preferve which, they were 
ready to contribute all that lay in their power. Then they told him, that they had 
feveral things to propofe to him, when he Ihould think convenient to receive them ; 
the reft of the /lifeourfe run upon mutual compliments and news. After which, 
the envoys were again accompanied by the governor to the door of the apartment, 
where he’ ordered the before-mentioned Domingo Delgados and David Ventura, to 
conduct them to a certain large houfe, finely furnilhed, in Bilhop’s-ftreet, and to en- 
tertain them at his charge ; which, though the envoys refufed, alledging it to be con- 
trary to the intentions of their mailers, yet were forced to accept of the fame, and 
were very magnificently entertained at fupper. 

The next morning about eleven o’clock, they went again to the palace, and after 
having dfefired a fecond audience, were received in the fame manner as before. Every 
one being ordered to withdraw, befides the fecretary of the governor ; the envoys made 
their propofitions to the laft, which they delivered to him in wiring, in Portuguefe, 
Recommending the. feme to his confideration, as tending towards the maintaining a 
good and firm correfpondency betwixt them. To which the governor gave this general 

5 c a anfwer: 
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anfwer : “ That he fhould always endeavour to cultivate a good undcrltanding and 
correfpondency with us, purfuant to the find and reiterated orders he had received for 
that |)urpofe from the King his matter. And that concerning the propofitions made by 
them to him, he would aflemble his council of war and juftice, and afterwards impart 
to them his anfwer.” Then they were, by Domingo Delgados, rcconducted to his 
own houfe, where they were very well entertained the fame day at dinner, and the 
next by the governor himfelf. 

The 1 7th they had another audience from the governor, w.ho told them, in very 
obliging terms, c “ that he had confulted the matter with' his •council, and could give 
them no other anfwer but what was contained in this letter,” which he delivered to 
them, and told them the contents thereof; whereupon our euvbys told him, that 
fince thereby a door was left open for rogues and vagabonds, they hoped he would at 
leaf! order that the names of iuch as fled to the Bahia might be taken notice of, that 
the great council of the Dutch Brazil might not remain quite unfinished, whither they 
were fled ; which he promifed to do. After forne further compliments, and mutual 
affurance of friend fhip, they parted for this tiitie. 

The 2 2d they took their leave of the bifliop, and feveral other perfous of note, unto 
•whom they owed any obligations, and lad of all of the governor himfelf, being con- 
duced thither by many perfons of quality and oflicers ; they returned him thanks for 
t!;e civilities and refpeC lie had been pleafed to fliew them, uiflung bo(h him and 
His Ponuguefe Majefly a long and happy reign, and victory againlt the Caitilians. 
The governor returned their compliments, and conducted them out of the room, 
coining feveral negroes to attend them down the precipice of the hill, upon which 
the city is built, with chairs ; but the envoys chooling rather to go on foot, they were, 
in the fume chaloop they came .in alhore, carried back under the found of imilic on 
board ti *ir yacht. The Portuguese officer?, after having taken their leave, returned to 
the ciiv, ;md ours made the bed of their way to the Receif, where they arrived faiely 
not long after. 

The letter delivered to them by the governor was as follows : 


The Governor's Letter. 

“ Gilbert de Wit counfellor of your court of juftice, and Dirk Iloogflraten com- 
mander-in-chief on the Cape of St. Audin, Your Lordfhips deputies, whom I received 
according to their quality and merits, have delivered your letter to me, and propofed 
fuel) other matters as they were empowered to treat with me about. Though I endea- 
vour nothing lb much as to cultivate and maintain in the Itricfed manner, our neigh- 
bourly good correfpondency, yet am l conftraincd at this time frankly 'to acknowledge, 
that it is not in my power to give your lordfhips any more fatisfa&ory anfwer than this, 
in hopes that the many proofs you have had of my lincere inclinations, will ferve as 
a plea with Your Lordfhips, to allure you, that I mail always be ready in all points 
depending on niy government, to give the fame proofs both of obedience and fidelity 
to the King my mailer, whole pleasure is, that the truce fhould be obferved inviolably ; 
and of my fincere intentions, and the efteem I have for Your Lordfhips friendfhip, de- 
firing nothing more than that you furnifh me with an opportunity of giving real 
demonftraiions of my readinefs to ferve you ; whom I recommeud to, the pfotedion of 
God Almighty. , 

“ Bahia, Feb. i.;tb, 1645. (Signed) Antonio Telles de Sylva.” 

Concerning 
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Concerning the fix points mentioned in their fecret indru&ions, they made the fol- 
lowing report to the great council : 

“ i. That the Portuguefe forces in thofe parts were generally efteemed to be lefs 
or more betwixt three and four thoufand men, .without the Brazilians and negroes. 
But that upon the*’ mod exact enquiry they could make, they had found them to be 
not above three thouland, including the Brazilians and negroes, and their garrifons 
both to the north and.fouth, as far as Rio Janeiro. Thefe confided of five regiments, 
viz. three of Portuguefo, uifderthe Colonels John Darauge, Martin Soares, and N. N. 
the, fourth of Brazilians, under a Brazilian colonel, Antonio Philippo Cainarao, and 
the* fifth of negrdls, under the command of negro Henricio I)yas. Thefe two lad 
regiments, amounting both not to above three hundred men, were divided in the gar- 
rifons to the north, about Rio Real <>n our frontiers ; they being the feuin and off-calls 
of all their rerritorioe, and confequently not to be quartered near the capital city, there 
having of late been foine broils among them in the garrifons, whither officers were 
difpatchcd to coinpofe them, The three Portuguefe regiments, confiding of about two 
thouland feven hundred men, kept gurrifon in St. Salvador, and the circumjacent forts, 
e xcept two companies, one of which -was quartered about Rio Real, the other in the 
i flan cl Morro„St. Paulo : and about one hundred and fifty more, which were difpofed 
in the capr,ainlhips of Os llheos, Porto Seguro, and Spirito Sancto ; fo that the gar- 
rifons of St. Salvador and the circumjacent forts confided of at lead two thoufand three 
hundred, each company confiding of one hundred men lefs or more, all choi’en men 
and well cloathed ; four companies mounted the guard every night, one at the palace, 
at ewch of the two gates one, and the fourth in the water-works without the city. 

2. “ Of their naval drength they gave a very flynder account, being more confi- 

derahle in number than force, as confiding only in fifty final l veffcls and yachts, not 
in the lead fitted for war ; neither could they obferve the lead fhow of preparations 
tending hat way, their aim being only to protect their lliips bound to the Portuguefe 
coads againfl the infults of the Cadilian and Denmark privateers, and the Turkifh 
rovers. It was, as they laid, upon this account, that during our day there, two dout 
Portuguefe Ihips fit for war, manned with fix hundred men, and provided with good 
(tore of ammunition, arrived in the Bahia, under the command of Salvador Corrcada-fa, 
with orders to go directly from thence to Rio de Janeiro, and to fetch all fhips ready 
laden from thence to Bahia, from whence they were to convoy thefe as well as fuch 
other veifels as they found ready there, to the coad of Portugal ; for which r*eafon alfo 
all the veflels which otherwife tiled to go according to their own ^nvcniency, were 
ordered to day for the laid convoy. That news was brought by the laid two fhips, 
that the King of Portugal had forbid the building of caravels and other fuch like fmall 
veflels, irrdcad of which they were to bfild fhips of better defence againft the infults of 
an enemy at fea. Prom whence the envoys faid they fuppe fed would strife this incon- 
veniency to the Portuguefe, that the freights and convoy-money paid for the commo- 
dities tranfported from'Portugal to the Portuguefe Brazil, and for the fugar tranfported 
from thence to Portugal, mud increafe, and confequently would not b- able to fell the 
lafl at the fame price the ’Dutch did, confide! ing efpecially that they mud be confi- 
derable Jofers both in their intered and time, where they were forced to tarry for their ' 
convoys, wheress they ufed formerly to make the bed of their way home. 

“ 3. They had obferved, that though the inhabitants of the Bahia expefted the 
coming of thofe fhips. at their fird arrival, yet feveral veffels arrived there, both from 
the Portuguefe coad and the iflands, before the red. 
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“ 4. They concluded the negro-trade to be very inconfiderable there, they having 
fcarce ever heard it as much as mentioned, but bec&ufe the price of a good negro did 
not at that time amount to above three hundred gilders, they fuppofed them pretty well 
flocked with them ; thofe which were of late bought there being brought thither from 
Cape Verde and Arder. They farther reported, that when on Wednefday, being the 
8th of February, they entered the Bahia, they, met two ihips of good bulk, carrying 
about twenty guns each, and well manned, going out, which upon enquiry were told 
them to be bound for Portugal, but could not learn to .what Harbour there, which, 
together with fome other reafons, made them fufpe£t they were* intended another way, 
in which we found ourfelves not deceived, when on the 2 2d of Felyuary, juft as they 
were ready for their departure, they underftood from the Mulat Juliana, and of two 
monks, that thefe two {hips were fent with men to Angola, for the fecurity of the 
inhabitants of Mafagao, who, being but fmall in number, were forely afraid to be fet 
upon by the negroes of the country, and having defired the governor’s afliftance, who 
ordered thofe {hips and the men to go in the night-time, and to endeavour to reach 
Mafagao unperceived by any, and without committing any hoftilities againft the Dutch. 
Whether and how far this might be true, time would {hew, but they had all the rea- 
fon in the world to believe, that it was upon their fcore of concealing this expedition, 
as well as fome other matters from them, that immediately after their arrival (though 
they were not informed of it till near the time of their departure) that n a Dutch or 
Germans {hould appear as much as in the fight of the envoys, much lefs' difcourfe 
with them ; which was obferved with that ftriftnefs, that they really imagined there had 
been no Dutch there ; but found afterwards that they had been all*(how many they 
knew not) carried on board the Portuguefe veffels, to prevent their keeping any corref- 
pondency with us and our {hip’s brew ; to which end alfo, fix centinels were placed in 
two boats lying near our yacht, during the time of our flay here, under pretence of 
protefting our veflel, but in effect to prevent any body from coming on board us, 
purfuant to the orders of the governor. 

“ 5. That the inhabitants of the Bahia and the other Portuguefe captainftiips, had 
not the teaft commerce at this time with thofe of Buenos Ayres. That immediately 
after the revolution in Portugal, thofe of 'Bahia had attempted to go thither, but were 
treated as enemies by them ; fo that it was their opinion, the place would efther foon, 
or was already totally ruined for want of commerce ; all their livelihood confifting in 
the traffic from the coaft of Brazil thither ; which falling away, no filver could be 
tranfported thither from Peru ; it being not probable that the Spaniards would run the 
hazard of palling along an enemy’s coaft, when they had a fafer way to tranfport their 
treafures from the Weft Indies. v 

“ 6. That they could not get th# leaft certain information concerning the defigfe 
carried on betwixt fome of the inhabitants of ?he Bahia and thofe of the Dutch*Brazil 
againft the laft ; befides which they gave them a general relation of what they had been • 
able to learn, concerning the condition of the city of St. Salvador, its inhabitants, go- 
vernor, and fome other matters relating to the country thereabouts. ” 

The rumours which in 1640 were noifed about concerning the treacherous defigns 
of the Portuguefe inhabitants againft us, being for that time vanilhed into fmoke, the 
fame was revived, and their defigns began to be difcovered in February .1645, viz. 
That confiding in the promifed fuccours from Bahia, they intended to rife in arms againft 
us, looking won this iun£ture as the moll favourable for their purpofe, fince Count 
Maurice with me greatest part of our fleet, and a good number of foldiers, were jumped 
to Holland, From whence no freffi fupplies were come of late into Brazil. The great 

council 
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council not being ignorant of this, were indefatigable in their care, to leave no ftone 
unturned to find out the ring-leaders of this rebellion, fo as to charge them effe&ually 
with this crime, and find out fumcient caufe for their commitment. They lent out 
feveral of their officers into the country as fpies, to found the inclinations of the people, 
and whether they could meet with any one who incited the reft to an infurre&ion. 
The like he did on the other fide of the river of St. Francis, and in Kamaron’s camp, 
whither they had fent certain perfonslo inveftigate their defigns, and to learn what 
preparations they made for war, and whether they were intended againft Pernambuko, 
but were not able to tfind out ’any thing, upon which they could make any fure 
account. Being neverthelefs fenfible that thofe forewarnings were not altogether 
groundlefs, and knowing the Portuguefe to be of fo haughty a temper (befides the 
difference in religion) that they would fcarce let any opportunity flip of withdrawing 
themfelves from the obedience of their conquerors ; they writ the 1 3th of February 
1645 following letter, concerning the defigns of the Portuguefe to the council 
of Nineteen : 

A Letter from the Great Council to the Weft India Company. 

“ Moft Noble and Right Honourable, 

“ During the government of His Excellency Count Maurice, there were already 
feveral of the inhabitants of this ftate entered into fecret cabals to rife in mutiny againft 
us, in hopes of afliftance from the Bahia ; their bufinefs was to infinuate into thofe that 
were well afl'eded to them, after their good fuccefs in Maranhaon, that our forces being 
confitlerably weakened by the ftrong detachments fent to the garrifons of Angola, 
St. Thomas, and others, a fair opportunity was offered them, to withdraw themfelves 
from our obedience, and to enjoy their former liberty under their own King* They 
were not a little encouraged in their defign, imagining the fame might be carried on 
without a..y great difficulty, when they found that of late we had received no fupplies 
either of meat or other provifions, or of foldiers, from Holland, whereby the ftore- 
houfes of the company here being exhaufted, the garrifons of the forts were forced to 
be filpplied from time to time with fariiiha and frefh meats out of the country ; they 
judged, if they could once he matters in the field, they muft of neceffity fall into their 
hands, as it happened in 1 640 to the Spanifh garrifons in Portugal, who for the fame 
• reafon were not in a condition to hold out againft the Portuguefe ; being, befides that, 
fenfible that, unlefs we would too much weaken our garrifons, we had no lufficient 
number of troops left to appear formidable in the field. Thefe and other fuch like in- 
finuations have been frequently fpread among the Portuguefe, by thofe who, finding 
themfelves moft uneafy under our government, hoped for a change of their affairs by 
changing their matters ; which, however, wrought no confidprable effett, as long as His 
Excellency continued in the government, partly becaufe we, being forewarned of their 
’defigns, kept a watchful eye^over all their actions, and partly becaufe our fea and land 
forces being much more confiderable at that time than they are now, they had but little 
profpetft of fucceeding in their enterprife, which therefore they judged m % convenient 
to defer rill after His Excellency’s departure, which as it was fufficiently known before- 
hand, fo they were fenfible that thereby our forces both by fea and land muft be con- 
frderably weakened, and confequently would furnilh them with a fairer opportunity of 
putting their ft) long rejected defign in execution ; the more, becaufe that many of the 
Portugu^e who, relying hitherto upon the authority of Count Maurice, as the only 
means to keep the foldiers in awe, being now put in Fear of the executions and exorbi- 
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tancies likely to b<?committed by the covetous officers and rapacious foldiers, would be 
forced to join with them againd us. After the departure of His Excellency for Hol- 
land, thofe cabals have inftead of <divine things increafed every day ; they have been 
very diligent in getting information concerning the ftrength of all our garrifons, with an 
intent to carry on their defigns before we could be reinforced with, fupplies of men and 

f jrovifions from Holland ; to efieft which they have, by meffengers fijnt to Bahia, fo- 
icited for fuccours of tnen and arms, of which; as it feems, they have no fmall hopes. 
There is great reafon to believe that the journey of Andrew Vidal from the Bahia hither, 
in Augud lad, undertaken under pretence of taking his leave before his return to Por- 
tugal, in order to fervc the King there, was founded upon no other motive than to infijrm 
himfelf mofl narrowly concerning the true dare of affairs here, in order to give a verbal 
account thereof in the Bahia, and afterwards in Portugal ; as likewife to found the in- 
clinations of the inhabitants, and to animate fucli as he found well difpofed for his in- 
tered, with hopes of fpeedy fuccours from thefJBahia : we having fwice received fecret in- 
telligence that he has been prefent at leveral of thefe cabals. But though they were 
greatly encouraged with thefe hopes of good fuccefs, by reafon of the diminution of oyr 
forces, and fcarcity of provifions, they were not very forward in venturing upon this en- 
terprise, being fenfible that their defign having taken vent, we made all neceflary pre- 
parations againd them ; befides that many of the Portuguefe inhabitants being beyond 
their expectation well fatisfied tvith the government of the great council, did rather 
chufe to live quietly and lecurely, than to engage in fo dangerous an enterprize. So 
tnat things remained without any confiderable alteration at prefent ; and, as matters dand 
now, we are not able to find out diffident caufe to fatisfy ourfelves w'hether they proceed 
in the fame defign. Their chief defign, as w T e are credibly informed, was laid againd 
the Receif, which they intended.to furprife, upon a certain day appointed for the fate of 
negroes, .w’hen the inhabitants of the country flocking thither in great numbers, they 
did not doubt but, with the aflidance of our own negroes, who are for the mod part 
papifts, to make themfelves maders of the place, not quedioning but if this fucceeded, 
the red would foon be forced to yield. But in this they were prevented by the drong 
guards yve took care to pod in the Receif on thofe fair-days. The chief ring-leaders, as 
they are fpecified to us, are John Fernandes Vieira, and his father-in-law Francifco Be- 
ringel, with feveral others, whom we would have committed to prifon, if we could have 
had more certain information againd them ; but though -we left no done unturned to 
find out the truth, yet we could not meet with fuflicient motives to induce us either to 
imprifon them, or to proceed again to the general difarming of the inhabitants, we 
having received certain intelligence, that fo foon as we fhould attempt it, we mud ex- 
pedt no lefs than a general infurreCtion, which, confidering our own magazines and 
ftorehoufes were fo ill provided, an$l no fuflicient force could be drawn' out of the gaiti- 
fon to fecure the open country, would have drawn after it very ill confequences for our 
nation, efpecially thofe living at fome didance from our forts, who thereby, as we had 
reafon tor fear, might have been expofed to the danger of being maffacred by the Portu- 
guefe. It is evident, from the information given to your lordfliips in Holland, and 
tranfmitted to us, that the fubjecls of the King of Portugal themfelves are encouraged 
and animated againd us ; wherefore it will be abfolutely ncceffary to be very cautious, 
and to haden the fupplies we fo often have requeded at your hands. Upon the fird in- 
formation we received, that toward the fouth of the Receif the Portuguefe* intended to 
land foine men or arms, we fent the 13th of October a yacht, the Enckhuyfen, with 
another galliot and chaloop, to cruife thereabouts, but they returned after fome time 
without being able to difeover any fuch thing. The next intelligence wc had that 
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a fleet was equipping in the Bahia,- to tranfport foihe forces for the tffliftance of our re* 
bellious fubjefts ; to find out |he bottom of this defign, we thought we could pitch upon 
no better expedient than to lend*thither Mr. Gilbert de Witt and Dirk Hoogftraten 
witli certain inftruftions, of which we have inclofed the copy, who fet fail the 25th of 
the laft month. Being further informed that a certain Portuguefe captain, with an en- 
fign and three foldierV have been lately difpatched from the Bahia to our captainlhips to 
endeavour to ftir'up our fubjefts to rebellion, with aflurance of fuccours from thence : 
we have employed all neceflary meansto find them out and get them into our hands. 
We fhall not be wanting in any thing which, according as occafion prefents, may con-, 
tribute to the prefervation of this ftate. 

. “ Receif, 13th February 1645.” 

The 4th, the great council were informed, by letter from Ifaac Rafiere and Captain 
Blewbeck, written at-Parayba, that a rumour was fpread thereabouts that Kamaron, 
chief commander of the Brazilians in the Bahia, was on his march from Sertao to Siara 
tq, join with the Brazilians inhabiting thereabouts, to attack with their united forces the 
inhabitants of the captain (hip of Rio Grande. Whereupon the council fent orders to 
Hans Vogel, governor of Seregippo ’del Rey, to get intelligence and fend them fpeedy 
word whether Kamaron with his camp were (till in Rio Real ; and if not, whither he 
had taken his march, or whither he intended to take it. ’ They alfo fent word to the in- 
habitants of Parayba that they (hould be very diligent in enquiring after the caufe of 
this rumour, and fend them intelligence accordingly. 

The 1 5th of May they received an anfwer from Hans Vogel, dated the 25th of April 
at Soregippo del Rey, wherein he told them, that purfuant to their orders he had fent a 
ferjeant v.ith fome foldicrc to Kamaron’s head-quarters, about ten leagues from Sere- 
gippc del Rey, under pretence of looking for fome deferters ; who, after their return, 
reported that his forces, confiding of two hundred Portuguefe and one thoufand two 
hundred jL.azilians, were (till in the fame place, bufied for the mod part in cultivating 
fome plantations, Kamaron himfelf being then in the Bahia, to aflift at the folemnity of 
their Eafter, from whence they conjeftured that the rumour concerning his march was 
only, a fiftion. But two days after the fame* rumour was renewed by two paffengers 
coming from Rio St. Francifco, and being landed by one John Hoen, a mafter of a veffel 
near Kindelaria ; but upon a more drift inquiry made by the council, the faid mafter of 
the veflel declared, that on the eighth of the fame month, when he left Rio St. Fran- 
cifco, there was no news of Kamaron’s march. 

The 30th of May 1645, a l clter without a name was delivered to the gre&s. council by 
one Abraham Markado, a jew, fubfcribed only “ Plus ultra.” This letter being trans- 
lated out of the Portuguefe the fame night, the coiitents whereof were, that three un- 
known perfons gave them notice that a good body of troops v- ere come from Rio Real 
into Parayba, with an intention to join with a discontented party there, and to, furprife 
• the Dutch forts ; with advice to feize upon the pcrfon of John Fernandes Vieira their 
chief ring-leader. 

The letter is as follows : 

A Letter of Intelligence to the Council. 

** We (land amazed you are fo fecure, when it is reported that the Matta of Parayba 
is fuU of.foldiers, come thither lately from Rio Real, who confiding of a good number 
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of negroes, mulats, and Portuguefe, with Kamaron at the head of them, began their 
march in the month of March, expecting now to be joined by other troops, which 
hitherto were flopped by the overflowing of the rivers. Their aim is to encourage the 
inhabitants to take up arms, which done, they expert confiderable fuccours from the 
Bahia, both by fea and land, wherewith they pretend to block you up in the Receif, 
intending to fix their camp either at CMinda, or in the Vergea, and quarter the foldiers 
in the Fregefies thereabouts. They boaft that their forces are already confiderably in- 
creafed by thofe who are indebted to the company, and other vagabonds, and threaten 
to inaflacre all fnch of your fubjedts as refufo to join with thejn. A certain perfon of 
note and reputation belonging to the fame camp, has given us this information, in order 
to communicate it to Your Lordfltips, to be upon your guard, which we do accordingly 
by thefe prefonts. The fame perfon told us, that John Fernandes Vieira was the chief 
ring-leader of this infurrcclion, who maintains the rebellious crew in the Matta, as they 
meet together, till a certain time appointed for their rendezvous, when they are with 
their joint forces to attack all the Dutch forts and out-guards at once. We were alfo 
told, that the faid Vieira does not fleep in his lioufe, and is always upon his guard ; 
to try which, you have no more to do than lo fend fome to take him, with bis fervarits 
and factors; which if you could do they would be all amazed, and make an open con- 
feffion, which may be done without the leait hazard ; for if you mifearry in the attempt, 
it will neverthelefs not redound to your difadvantage. We conjure Your Loalfliips to 
take care of this poor nation, for fear they fhould be forced lo join with the rebels 
again ft you. We judge it therefore abfolutely neceflarv to undertake the bufinefs with- 
out delay, with all imaginable fecrecy ; for if they find themfelves difeovered, they will be- 
gin the game immediately ; fo that ftrong guards ought to be put in the outworks,, and 
in the harbours of Kandelaria an /1 the Receif. We advife Your Lordfliips to oblige the 
inhabitants forthwith to furrender their arms, to order all the mailers of the fugar-mills, 
with their planters, to appear in the Receif, efpecially thofe of the Fregefies of Vergea, 
Garaflu, St. Lorenzo, St. Amaro, Moribeca, De Cabo, Pojuka, and Serinham, with 
affurance that they lhall not be molefled for any debts there ; and when they are come, 
to detain them till they fee what is further to be done, under pretence of fecuring them 
againft the attempts of the rebels in the country, by which means you will both fqcure 
the government, and oblige many private perfons. The fame method ought to be ufed 
with thofe of Parayba, where they may be detained in the fort, as well as thofe of Porto 
Calvo in that place. Thus if you can get the chiefefl into your hands, the defign will 
dwindle" away to nothing. Wc befeech you not to fend away any more foldiers before ’ 
you have made a full difeovery of the rebellion, and provide your forts with good garri- 
fons; whither we would alfo have all the Dutch inhabitants to retire for fear of being 
inaffacred. We three being faithfqj fubjedts of Your Lordfhips, have now fatisfied our 
confciences in propofing your remedy, which confifts in the taking of Vieira, which 
inuft be undertaken with great fecrecy and forefight, he being, as it is faid, continually 
upon his guard. Your Lordfhips will be fenfible without our advice how much if con-, 
cerns them, not to divulge to any, from whom they have received this information ; 
and we aflure you, that we will not fail to give further intelligence of what we are able 
to learn by way of letters ; and one time or other, we fhall make no difficulty to let 
you know, who thefe three faithful fubjedts are. If we had been prefent, we could have 
declared no more than we have done in this letter. Your Lordfhips mult tike effedtual 
care againft their attempts without delay, the approaching feaft being the time appoint- 
ing for the putting it in execution. We have fent you immediate notice after it came 
lo our knowledge : we advife you likewife to feize upon Francifco Beringel, Vfeira’s 
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father-in-law, and ‘Antonio Kavalkanti ; and in fhort, all the chiefeft of the Vergeas, 
and other places. 

(Signed) “ A. Verdade. 

“ Plus Ultra.” 

Hereupon the great council called Paul de Linge, preiident of the council of juftice, 
Vice-admjral Cornelius Lichthart, and Lieutenant-colonel Garftman, into their affembly, 
to confult unanimoufly w|at were belt to be done at this jundure, for the prefervation 
of the Dutch Brazil ;* when, by this, as well as feveral other letters and intelligences, 
they were forewarned of the approaching danger ; and notwithltanding they were much 
in doubt, whether they ought to make any certain account upon a letter written without 
a name ; yet confidering all the circumflances of this, as well as feveral other informa- 
tions, it was judged abfolutely neceffary to provide for the fafety of the Dutch Brazil, 
againfl any attempts of an enemy. 

1 . By providing all the forts with meal for two months. 

2. By giving immediate notice to all commanders of forts to be conftantly upon their 
guard. 

3. To write to John Liftry, chief commander of the Brazilians, to keep his people 
in readinefs with their arms in the villages, to be ready to march upon the firll orders 
from the council, we being not in a condition to take the field without them. 

4. To fend abroad their fpies in all corners, even into the woods, to get intelligence 
whereabouts the enemy’s troops are, and to give timely notice of what they are able to 
learn to the council. 

5. It was agreed, to furnmon John Fernandes Vieira, the chief ring-leader of the 
intehded rebellion, and his fecurities, Francifco Beringel, Vieira’s father-in-law, and Ber- 
nardin jvarvalho, unto the Receif, under pretence of*making a fecond agreement with 
him, which he earneftly defired ; by which means they fhould fecure his perfon, know 
the whole bottom of the Portuguefe defign, and confequently be the better able to pre- 
vent it. A certain broker, called Koin, who folicited this agreement for Vieira, was 
prevailed upon to undertake this talk, which he might do without the leaft fufpicion ; 
but the Whitfuntide holidays put fome Hop to it for the prefent. With the fame care 
thd great council employed all poflible meads to get the other perfons of the Vergea, 
fufpeded to have a hand in this rebellious defign, into their hands, under fome pretence 
or other, they being not likely to be taken by force, becaufe they did not lodge in their 
mills and houfes in the night-time, and by day were fo ftridly upon their guard, that 
they could not poflibly be furprized. 

The 3 1 ft of May, Vice-admiral Lichthart, and Henry Haus, a lieutenant, offered to 
undertake the delivering of John Fernandes Vieira to the council, which they intended 
fo died, under pretence of giving him a vifit, and going a lifting with him in the lake 
Lewis Bras Biferra. 

The 9th of July the great council received advice by a letter from Mr^Koin, go- 
vernor of Rio St.Francifco, dated the ift of June, that Kamaron, with a fmall body, 
was paffed the river St. Francis ; therefore he defired fome afliftance of men, with fuit- 
able ammunition. 

The fame was confirmed by another letter, dated the zytlVof June, with advice, that, 
as yet nd pnemy had appeared within fight of the fort. 

Frequent intelligence being likewife fent to the council, that in the Matta-of St. Law- 
rence, and fome other diftant places, confiderable numbers of foldiers from the Bahia, 
of jpmlats and negroesj were gathering in a body, they fent feveral fmall bodies thither, 
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under command of fuch afe were well acquainted with that country, who all unanimoufly 
reported, that they could meet with no foldiers, mulats, or any other vagabonds there- 
abouts. 

The 1 2 th of June, the dire&or Moucheron fent further advice, that he had been cre- 
dibly informed, by letters dated the 8th of the fame month, from Rio St. Francifco, 
that Kamaron and Henrico Dias, with fix companies of Brazilians, mulats, and negroes, 
were paffed the faid river ; and that juft as he Was Concluding his letter, two inhabitants 
of the Algoas had given him to underftand, that'fome of thena had been at their houfes 
for fome meal ; the copies of which letters he fent to the council*, who did now not in 
the leaft queftion, but that their defign was upon the Dutch* Brazil, efpecially fince they 
were forewarned by feveral letters from St. Antonio, that the inhabitants thereabouts 
feemed to prepare for a revolt. 

The council finding their projeft of taking Vieira by craft, not to fucceed, becaufe 
he and the fecurities of his father-in-law, Francifco Beringel, and Bernardin Karvalho, 
could not be cajoled into the Receif, under pretence of renewing their former contraft, 
and looking upon him as the chief ring-leader of this revolt, they ordered Joachim Den- 
niger, a lieutenant, with a good number of foldiers, to the mill and houfe of the faid 
John Fernandes Vieira, to bring his perfon from thence to the Receif. Accordingly 
Denniger advanced with his foldiers towards the evening near the mills, which he fur- 
rounded, and about midnight unexpectedly entered both the houfe and mills, making a 
moft ftriCt fearch throughout all the rooms and corners, but to no purpope. In the 
morning he withdrew at fome diftance, but returned the next night, when, after having 
made another fearch, but in vain, he was informed by one of his Turkifh Haves, and 
fome negroes, that neither Vieira, nor* his father-in-law Beringel, had flept in their houfes 
thefe laft three weeks ; that fometimes they came thither on horfeback, but after a Very 
fhort flay went their ways again. « Denniger likewife fearched the houfes of Antonio 
Kavalkantr and Antonio Biferra, but to as little purpofe as thofe of the former, being 
informed by their negroes, that they had abfeonded for fome weeks before. 

In the mean-while, the council fent divers parties abroad, under the cqmmand of 
Hans Catner, Slodinifki, and Cunraed Hilt, all which, after their return, agreed in this, 
that there were no enemies there as yet, efpecially not in the Matta, where they met 
with nobody but„thofe that were employed *in manuring the grounds. 

The great council finding themfelves altogether difappointed in their hopes of taking 
Vieira, refolved to fecure, immediately, the perfons of Francifco Beringel, Vieira’s father- 
in-law, Bprnardin Karvalho, and his brother Sebaftian Karvalho, Lewis Bas, Amaro 
Lopez, and John Peffoa, being perfons fufpefted to have a hand in the confpiracy, in- 
habiting the Vergea. In the more diftant provinces were ordered to be feized, 

In St. Amaro, Antonio de Bulhous. 

In St. Antonio, Amadof d’Arouja ; Pedro Marinho j Antonio del Rafto. 

In Pojuka, Korneo de Morais ; Father Frey Lewis ; and Francifco Dias del Gado. 

In Serinham, John Albuquerq, fon-in-law of Pero Lopez de Vera. 

In Portd Calvo, Rodrigues de Barras Pimentel. 

In Iguaraka, John Pimenta. 

In Itamarika, Father Lawrence d’Alkunha. 

And in Rio Grande, John Leftan Navarro. 

But it being moft of all to be feared that the inhabitants of Parayba, who were 
nuch indebted, would revolt before all the reft, Mr. Paul de Linge was fent thither 
imediately in the quality of dyreCIor, with full power to aCt both in that and the c ap - 

hftiip of Rio Grande, as he fhould find it moft expedient for the company, with ex- 
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prefs orders to prefi one hundred men out* of the (hips, with proportionable f>rovifions, 
immediately after his arrival there, which were to be difpofed in the fort of St. Mar- 
garet, both for its defence, and to keep the inhabitants in due obedience. 

And, confidering that the fcarcity of provifions w^s one of the main obftacles to be 
furmounted on our fide, which,* as the cafe then flood, would more and more increafe, 
unlefs we could remain mafters of the field, from whence we drew mofl of our provi- 
fions, and to over-awe the difcontented .inhabitants, it was judged requifite to form a 
final! camp near St. Lawt^nce; and, actordingly, the two lieutenants Huykqueiloot 
and Harnel, were ordefed ihithej with thirty-five men each, the firll from Iguaraka, 
the laft from Moribeca, 'as likewife Captain Wiltfchut, with fifty men more from the 
Receif; John Liflry. commander-in-chief of the Brazilians, was likewife ordered to 
join with them with all poflible fpeed, three hundred Brazilians under their own 
commanders. 

The fame day, being the 1 2th, after a view was taken of the fortifications of Mori- 
beca town, the fame Were ordered to be repaired ; and news being brought, that John 
Fernandes Vieira had been feen in his mill the fame night, the council endeavoured, 
With all poflible care, to have fecured his perfon, but in vain ; it being certain, that 
(according to the depofitions made by his fie ward of the mill, called St.John, before 
the public notary Indiik, in the Receif, 21ft January v 47), near fix months before the 
breaking out t)f this infurreftion, he had never flept one night in his houfe : arid when- 
ever he happened to be there in the day-time, he remained for the molt 'part in a turret 
on the top of the houfe, from whence he could have a profpeft at a great diflance ; if 
his bufinefs called him below, he put fomebody elfe there to keep the watch ; who, if 
they faw but two or three perfons come that way; gave immediate notice thereof to 
him ; and if any Dutch in a body were difeovered, he retired inflantly into the adjacent 
woods. He had likewife placed fome negroes at a ceitain diflance from the houfe, who 
were to give notice of the approach of any unknown perfons that way. 

The 1 ?th, Sebaftian Karvalho, and Antonio de Bulhous, were brought in prifoners 
to the Receif, the reft, who were fenfible of their guilt, having efcaped their hands ; 
the firft being examined the fame night by the afleffor of the court of juftice, Mr, 
Walbeek, concerning the intended confpiracv, gave him the following accounuby word 
of mouth : — 


His Confeffion . 

m 

“ That he was one of thofe three who, a few days ago, had, by way of letter, given, 
an account of an intended ronfpiracy in the Vergea, to the great council, the ring-leader 
thereof being John Fernandes Vieira, who, with the reft of his Portugueie accomplices, 
relied upon the fuccours promifed them from the^ Bahia ; with what he had judged 
moft proper for obviating the fame. That the whole defign of this confpiracy was laid 
open to him by means of a certain writing, in form of an allbciation, which was de- 
livered to him by a Portuguefe fervant of the faid Vieira, together with a letter,' in which 
he defired him to fubferibe the fame, there being no more than two who had figned it 
at that time, viz. John Fernandes Vieira, and Lewis da C.ofta Sepulpeda. - he contents 
of this allbciation were, that they promifed to rife in arms againft this ftate, and to far 
crifice thtfa lives and eftates for the recovery of the Dutch Brazil under the obedience 
of the King of Portugal. That indeed he had figned the faid affociation, but had given 
immediate notice thereof to Fernando Vale and a third perfon ; and that he, together 
with Mr. Vale, • had caufed the before-mentioned letter, directed to the great council. 
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to be delivered to Merkado the phyfician. 'Phat the infurre£tion was intended to ex- 
tend all over Dutch Brazil, but that the inhabitants of the captainlhip of Parayba were 
moft to be feared, as being moll indebted, and, confequently, bearing an ill-will to our 
government. That their main defi'gn was to furprife one of our forts, on or near the 
fea-fide, whereby they might fecure themfelvcs a place to receive fuccours from the 
Bahia; from whence they expected to* be alii (ted with two men of war, and three or 
four frigates. That he had figned this affociat ion 'barely out of fear of. Vieira, who had 
threatened thofe that fhould refufe with no lefs than death, and had caufed feveral to 
be murdered upon that account.” 

4 

His confeflion agreeing in all points with what Fernando Vale had depofed before, 
and being all that time forely affli&ed with the gravel, he was dilpenfed with from any 
further examination. 

The council being by this depofition of Karvalho fully convinced of the treachery of 
Vieira and his adherents, it was refolved to attempt once more tire taking of the faid 
Vieira, if perhaps he might as yet lurk fomewhere or other near the Receif, and of his 
faftor Mor Manuel de Soufa, engaged in the fame defign ; as likewife of Antonio Be- 
zerra and Amaro Lopez, both inhabitants of the Vergea, but in vain. Thofe who were 
fent upon that errand bringing back no other fatis'fadion, than that they were not to 
be met with thereabouts ; and that befides that, Antonio and Manuel Kavalkanti, An- 
tonio Bezerra, John Peflo, and'Cofmo de Krafto, were the fame day retired out of the 
Vergea to the Matta. The fame day Captain Wiltfchut was ordered to feize the public 
notary, Cafpar Pereira, dwelling in St. Lawrence, who was fuppofed to have drawn the 
before-mentioned alfociation ; and it* was refolved to fend a pardon to Antonio Kaval- 
kanti and John Pais Kaeral, who having a great family at home, might thereby be 'pre- 
vailed upon to quit the party of the rebels, whereby we fhould both weaken that of the 
enemy, tfnd get a further infight into their defigns. Antonio de Bulhous being exa- 
mined at the fame time, ingenuoufly confefled that he had not the leaft knowledge of the 
confpiracy ; Sebaftian Karvalho being, notwithflanding his former confeflion, detained 
prifoner upon fufpicion till the 4th of Auguft, was, at his requeft, difmifled by the great 
council, . after having given fufficient proof that he was one of the three who wrote the 
letter concerning the intended confpiracy to the council. 

The 14th of June, orders were given to all the inhabitants of the Receif, and thofe 
living upon the back of the river, to furround their dwelling-places with pallifadoes, 
under forfeiture of two hundred gilders. And to render the companies the more com- 
plete, and to expofe our men to as Jittle danger as might, be of being furprifed by the 
enemy, all the fafeguards were commanded to be withdrawn by Mr. Haus, near the 
Receif, and in Serinham by Captain Fallo, who was likewife ordered to remove the 
garrifon of Huna to another place of more ftrength. The better to fupply the fcarcity 
of provifions in the forts, which, for want thereof, might be in danger of hilling into 
the enenvy's hands, orders were difpatched to the chief commanders, to feize upon 
what quantity of farinha (or meal) they flood in need of for the ufe of their refpediive 
garrifons among the inhabitants of the country, which they were to be paid for by the 
commiffaries of the company. It was alfo thought neceflafy, that for the greater fecu- 
rity of Maurice's Town, the ditches of the fort Erneftus fhould be made larger, as like- 
wile the Quinqueregular fort, which was put in execution by Haus, as Vice-admiral 
Lichthart took care to have two fpy-lhips polled, one betwixt the Quinqueangular fort 
and the fort Bruin, the other.beyond Baretta, to prevent any furprife on that fide at 
low-tide ; it was alfo refolved not to let any Ihips or boats go out of the Receif without 
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a pafs from the great council. The majcA - of the city militia was ordered to keep the 
reft of his officers with the foldiery in readinefs againft the 1 7th, to pafs the review, the 
fame day being alfo appointed to the garrifon for that purpofe ; feveral new commanders 
were alfo chofen for the militia^ inftead of thofe that* were ready to return into Holland. 
The fame day Paul Lirge fet out on his journey into Parayba, being furnifhed with fifteen 
hundred foldiers for ncceflary occafiops ; and Bernardino Karvalho, who had abfeonded 
for forne time, Kad, at his requeft, leave granted him to come to the Receif to anfwer 
for himfelf. 

The 1 5th, John Peflb««, mailer of the fogar-mill Pantelio, one of thofe that were 
ordered to be fecured, deiired leave alfo, in a letter to the council, to appear be- 
fore them, his flight being occafioned not by his guilt, but only fear, which was 
granted him, as well as the requeft of Father Lawrence Alkunha, upon the fame 
account. 

On the 1 6th, early in the morning, wc received fecret intelligence, that Andrew 
Vidal, at the head of one thoufand Portuguefe, and Kamaron with d’Indcos Rondelas, 
and Henry Dias, with a body of armed negroes, had ported themfelvcs above St. 
Anthony, near the l'ugar-mill Topekura. The fame day John Karnero de Maris, and 
Francil'co Dias del Gado, both inafters of Jugar-mills in the diftritt of Pojuka, ordered 
to be apprehended, were brought prifoners to the Receif, and Amador da Rouje, and 
Pero Marinha Falkao, inhabitants of St. Anthony, who had hitherto, ablconded, did 
alk permifliou to come to the Receif to anfwer for themfelves, which was eafily 
granted. 

It was then taken into deliberation hv the great council, whether, according to the 
laff .intelligences received of the enemy’s defigns, it were not molt expedient to remove 
our ftna'l camp from Si. Lawrence to Moribeca, which, after fome debates, was agreed 
upon accordingly, thereby to iecure the pallagc of the river Sangea, and consequently 
to remain matters of the country as far as the Cape of St.Aultin, from whence both 
the canij- and the Receif might conveniently he fupplied, both with farinhaand cattle; 
whereas on’ the contrary, if the enemy ihould be poflfefled of it, lie might (as had 
been done in the former war) cut off all fupplies coming from the fouth to the 
Refeif. , * 

Purfuant to this refolution, orders were font to Captain Wiltfchut to march imme- 
diately to Moribeca, to expedl there the coming of the Brazilians, and fome further 
fuccours : in the meanwhile, to port himfelf in the church, and to fortify the fame 
againft any fudden attack : and the aldermen of Maurice’s Town were ordered to buy 
up the neceflary provifions, both of farinha and cattle, about Moribeca, for their ufe. 
A proclamation was alfo : <Tjed, commanding all the inhabitants of Senn'iam, Pojuka, 
St. Antonio, and Moribeca, without any exception, to repair well armed, both horfe 
and foot, .with all poffible fpeed to St. Antonio, there to lift themfelves for the defence 
of the open country, under the command of Colonel Gafpar Vander Ley, and Lieu- 
tenant-colonel John Ileck : thofe that were not able to maintain themfelves at their 
own charge, being to receive their provifion from the company, like other foldiers : 
the faid colonel and lieutenant-colonel offering at the fame time, to ‘ irnifh fifteen 
hundred Alqueras or meafures of farinha, for the ufe of our garrifons, for ready 
money. 

The fame day the great council received a letter from Antonio Kavalkanti (unto 
whom they had lately fent his pardon), in which he protefted, that neither he nor the 
reft of the inhabitants pf t^e Vergea were concerned itf any cabals againft the ftate, 
their flight being octafioned only by fear of being imprifoned upon fufpicion, raifed 
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againft them by their enemies. The anfwerV>f the oouncil was to* this effed, “ That 
if he knew himfelf innocent, he ihould return to his mill, this being the only means to 
recover his former reputation." 

The great council having great feafon to fufped, that Kamaron would endeavour to 
bring tne Brazilians under their jurifdidion over to Bis party, refolved, in order to 
fecure them in their intereft, to treat 'with Liftry, their commander-in-chief, to per- 
fuade them, to fend their wives and children info the Ifle of TamarikaJ under pretence 
of fecuring them again!): any attempts of the enemy, to which they might in all pro- 
bability be expofed in the open villages ; but in effed, , to keep them as pledges of their 
fidelity. 

The fame day the council received fecret intelligence from Antonio d’Olivera, fliat 
the fuccours fent to the rebels from the Bahia, confilted in a confiderable number of 
Portuguefe, under the command of the brother of Kavalkanti ; of four hundred Brazi- 
lians, under the command of Kamaron ; three hundred Indeos Rondelas from Sertoa ; 
and fifty negroes, under command of Henry Dias. * 

On the feme iCth of June, Mr. Sloteniiki, enfign of the guards, was fent abroad 
to be at the campaign, with eleven fire-locks, and twelve Brazilians, who, returning 
the 24th of June, gave the following account to tjie great council : That he took his 
way from the Receif diredly to St. Lawrence, and from thence diredly to the village 
of St. Michael ; where being joined by his Brazilians, he marched through St.Fran- 
cifco to Kafura,*from thence to Geyta, and fo further through the Matta to St.Sebaf- 
tian, where all the inhabitants had left their houfes. At St.Sebaftian he palled the 
river Topikura, and coming to John Fernandes Vieira’s park, met there with good 
able horfes. The negroes told him", they had orders from their mailer to fly from 
before the Dutch, but to furnilh the Portuguefe with what they defired. From thence 
he marched to Antonio, and iri his way thither did light upon a houfc belonging 
likewife to John Fernandes Vieira, where he found about fifty or fixty Iheep, with 
good {lore of poultry, intended for the ufe of the fick belonging to thofe rebels, or 
thofe come to their aflillance from the Bahia. They fore-warned him not* to advance 
too far, he being likely to meet with fome troops in the park belonging to the fathers 
of St. Bento ; but coming thither, found both the Portuguefe and negroes fled. From 
thence he marched to a houfe belonging to Michael Fernandes, who above three 
months before had been ordered by John Fernandes Vieira, to provide a fufficient quan- 
tity of farinha for the ufe of the fuccours expeded from the Bahia ; which he lately 
had transported from thence to Pedro de Alkunha, where was the rendezvous of two 
companies of the rebellious inhabitants, where the faid Michael expeded a good ltore of 
cattle, bought by Vieira for their ufe, according to the information of a negro, 
brought by Sloteniiki to the Receif. Near the park of Don Pedro d’Ajkunha, he met 
with the feme mulat who had Ihot Captain Waldeck, and with two Hollanders who 
had committed murder, and were never pardoned. John Fernandes Vieira* had pro- 
mifed to ,be with them againft Midfummer-day. From thence Sloteniiki marched 
diredly to Una, and fo further to St. Luce, but met with nobody there except one 
monk, and fo returned to the Receif. 

On the 17th of June it was refolved by the great council, with the confent of the 
, council of juftice, to iffue a proclamation for a general pardon, except fome few of the 
ring-leaders of the rebellion. The proclamation was as follows : 


A Pro- 
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A Proclamation jfor a general Pardon. 

* c The great council of Brazil makes known to every body whom it may concern, 
that they being fenfible, to their grief, how many of their fubjeas, having beat milled 
by feme of the ring-leaders of*the rebellion, have left their mills, wives and children 
for fear, as haw been infinuated to^th^m, of Being difturbed, plundered, and killed 
by our ftraggling parries : we being ^willing to provide againft it, and to contribute as 
much as in us lies, to the profperity of our fubje&s, and their eftates, have thought fit 
to publilh their intention, to he, to defend and proteft the inhabitants of the open • 
country, againft all evil-intentioned perfons to the utmoft of their power. And to 
reduce thofe who have left their habitations, to obedience, and prevent their utter 
deftruaion, we promife our pardon to all fuch as lhall within five days after fight of 
this our proclamation, make their perfonal appearance in the Receif, not excepting 
thofe who have been aaually engaged in the laid rebellion (unlefs they are among 
the number of the dhief ring-leaders}, provided they leave the rebellious party, and 
return to their former obedience ; and that they lhall enjoy the quiet pofiellion of their 
drills and lands as before, under our protection ; under condition however, that they 
lhall be obliged to take a new oath of allegiance to the ftate. Thofe on the contrary, 
who lhall perfift in their rebellion, or lhall aflift the rebels under what pretence foever, 
are hereby declared enemies of the ftate, who have forfeited their liyes and eftates, 
whofc perldhs and eftates lhall be liable to be profecuted with fire and fword,” &c. 

This proclamation being immediately tranllated into the Portuguese tongue, was fent 
the next morning to St. Antonio and the Vergea to be publilhed there ; feveral copies 
were alfo diftributed among the friars, in order to publilh them from the pulpits, and 
caufe them to be affixed to the church-doors. '* t 

Ihe 1 ftore of provifion and ammunition was fent to the fort Keulen and 

Rio Grande, and the garrifons of both thefe places forewarned to keep upon their 
guard. At* the fame time the proclamation of pardon was fent thither to be publilhed j 
and Antonio Parayba, chief of the Brazilians in thofe parts, was fummoned to keep his 
Brazilians in readinefs with their arms, whenever they Ihould be commanded to give 
proofs of their fidelity to the company. 

The 19th of June, two inhabitants of Porto Calvo, that were landed but the fame 
morning in a fmall boat on the Receif, brought news to the great council, that Kama- 
ron, at the head of the Brazilians, and Henry Dias, with his armed negroes, confiding 
in feven companies# had polled themfelyes ip the Alegoas, near the fugar-mill Velho ; 
that their number was increafed fince to four or five thoufand men, by the onjunftion of 
thofe who were, paffed the river St.Francifco through the Matta, and that they had 
begun to commit open hoftilities ; fo that now the council had not the leaft reafon to 
doubt any’ further of the clefign of the Portuguefe. The commander of Porto Cairo 
, fent word much to the fame purpofe, and that he prepared for a vigorous, defence. 
The firft effects of this infurrection broke out in the diftritt of Pojuka, and confidering 
that .our whole force there confifted only in thirty men, under Jacob Fler ming, a lieu- 
tenant, orders were fent him to retreat to St. Antonio, there to defend themfelves with 
their joint forces. The firft beginning of hoftilities was made by thofe of the Pojuka, 
by few in$ upon two boats, all the paffengers of which they took prifoners, and flew 
them afterwards,* except one feaman, who had the good fortune to efcape. This dope, 
the inhabitants both of the village and the open country thofe for their head Tabatinga 
Amador d’Arravio, whereby they cut off our communication with the Cape Auftin by 
* y.OL. xiv. 5 e land, 
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land, and all about to the fouth, befides that), the fort on the faid cape could not, but 
with great difficulty, be fupplied with water from the river. 

The aoth of June, a Brazilian arrived very early in the morning in the Receif ; his 
errand to the council was, that lie being fent by John JJlaar, from Porto Calvo, with 
letters to the great council, was fet upon by thole of Pojuka, near Kamboa, who took 
from him the faid letters, and killed his companion. For the reft he told them, that 
Kamaron was polled in the diftrifl of Porto Calvo, and that Captain John Blaar was 
in the fort. A council being called, to conlider of the belt means to fecure the Dutch 
Brazil againft any attempts of the enemy, the firft thing that fell under debate was, 
whether, according to the general advice of thofe of the inhabitants, who wilhed well 
to our government, it were not moft expedient for our defence, to form a camp to 
make head againft the enemy in the field ; who, if once mailer of the open country, 
would force the inhabitants to join with him, and cut off our provifions, without which 
we could not fubfift long. The next thing to be taken into confideration was, where 
to find forces for this camp, the garrifons being fo weakly manned, as not to be able 
to fpare any, and the body under Captain Wiltfchut confifting only of one hundred 
and twenty^ men, befides the three hundred Brazilians, to be joined with him. Con- 
tfdering, therefore, that the whole force in the Alegoas confifted only of two com- 
panies, under the command of Mucheron, a number not any ways proportionable to 
the extent of ft> large a tratt - of ground; it was judged moft convenient to make a 
virtue of neceffity, and to draw them from thence to the Receif, as indeed they had 
been ordered before. But their way by land being cut off by the rebels of Pojuka, a 
veffel, which lay ready to go out a cruifing, was ordered to Porto Francil'co, with 
others to Mucheron, to embark forthwith thofe forces aboard her, without having any 
regard to the baggage ; but the reft, which could not be put aboard the veffel, mould 
be fent by land to Rio Francifco, to reinforce Captain Koin, for the better defence of 
that place. Captain Fatlo was likewife ordered to march with the gjxviion of Serinham 
to St. Antonio, it being not likely that the troops in Serinham Ihould be able to make 
head there, after the coming of Kamaron into Porto Calvo, it being an inland 
country. 

The fame day, forty new-lifted l'oldiers were fent to Tamarika, under command of 
Captain Peter Seuliin, mailer of the fugar-mill Harlem ; becaufe this illand was of the 
greateft confequence to us ; and the garrifons of the fort Orange, and the town of 
Schoppe, confifting each of one company, were very weak, and the armed inhabitants 
did not'amount to above one company more. 

The fame day Mr. Bas and Mr. Van de Voerde, counfellors of the court of juftice, 
were ordered to examine Gafper Pereira, the public notary, concerning his drawing of 
the inftrument of affociation ; as likewife John Kariero de Maris, Francifco Dias Del- 
gado, mailers of fugar-mills, in the diftritt of Pojuka, and Sebaftian Karyalho, con- 
cerning what they knew of the intended confpiracy. 

Karvalho declared a fecond time, at the houfe of Lieutenant-colonel Haus, that 
fome days ago (he could not remember exa&ly which), a certain Portuguefe fervant, 
whom he knew not, did come to him in the name of John Fernandes Vieira, with a 
letter, in which the faid Vieira defired him to fign the indofed writing, drawn in form 
of an affociation, to take up arms againft the government, as foon as they Ihould 
receive any fuccours from the Bahia ; which at that time was fubfcribed enlyby John 
Fernandes Vieira and Lewis da Cofta Sepulpeda ; bur, as he fuppofed'. Was to be carried 
to moft of the inhabitants. ' He further declared, that he refufed to fign the faid 
writing upnin the bare letter of John Fernandes Vieira, and the hand-writing bring un- 
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known to him, he lent both the letter and inftrument of afibdation back by the fame 
lad that brought it, with his anfwer by way of mouth, that he could not fubfcribe it. 
Having more maturely weighed the matter, he fent the fame evening to his friend, 
Fernando Vale, to defire him to give him a meeting? the next morning upon the hills of 
Garapes; which being done accordingly, it was agreed among them to give notice of 
this confjfiracy to the great council, in a letter without a name. This letter, with 
the fubfcription of Plus ultra , was wfk by Vale, and about ten days after given him to 
read in a baker’s houfe in the Pont-ftreet, and afterwards given to Abraham Merkado, 
the phyfician, who delivered; it to the great council. 

The lame day, the 20th of June, the great council received a letter from Mr. Ley 
and Hoek, dated at St. Antonio, importing, that the whole Fregefie had taken up arras, 
and made fixteen or eighteen Dutch inhabitants prifoners ; that they had fortified the 
church againft thole of Pojuka, whom they did not quellion to force from thence, 
provided they received any fuccours from the Receif. The council having taken the 
whole matter into itfious deliberation, and confidering with themfelves, that, as the 
cafe then ftood, they had no great reafon to fear any rebellion in the north, in Parayba, 
and Rio Grande, as long as our fleet remained near the Red Land, and judging it highly 
neceffary to bring the rebels in Pojuka to reafon, and by their puniflunent*to deter 
reft from attempting the like, they ordered Lieutenant-colonel Haus, with a detach- 
ment of a hundred men, to march the next morning to Moribeca, there to job with 
Captain WHtfchut and the Brazilians, and fo continue their march fo St. Antonio ; 
from whence they were, with their joint forces, to go direQJy againft the rebels of 
Pojuka, to reduce them to obedience ; it being otherwife to be feared that they would 
cut oil' all communication betwixt the Receif and the garrifons to the fouth. This 
expedition proved fo fuccefsful, that the rebels were put to flight, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Hans made himfelf mailer both of the towtf and convent, forcing them to 
quit an tilt '‘-pedes thereabouts ; and forty prifoners were releafed, whom ’they had 
loaded with irons in the faid monaftery. But having received intelligence of the ap- 
proach of Jvamaron with his whole body againft him, he defired further fuccours from 
the great council to keep the field ; but the garrifon of the Receif bebg too much 
weakened already, they could fend him no other reinforcement till the expe&ed fuc- 
coufs fhould arrive from Holland. 

The 21ft, it was refolved by the great council, to proclaim a general faft all over 
Dutch Brazil, to be kept the 28th of June, to return thanks to God Almighty for the 
great mercy fhewn to them on feveral occafions, but efpecially of late, b the timely 
difeovery of the treacherous defigns of their enemies, who intended to have furprifed 
them when they were leaft iware of them. 

The defign of this confpiracy was laid thus by the Portuguefe : they intended, b the 
Whitfuntide holidays, to make folemn rejoicings, with feafting, tournaments, and 
fuch like, ‘on occafion of feveral weddings appointed for that purpofe, unto which 
were to be invited all the chief men of Dutch Brazil, both civil and military; whom, 

‘ after they were flufhed with wine, they intended to murder, b imitation of the Sicilian 
vefpers, or the noted Parifian weddbg; not queftioning but that, when the heads of 
the Dutch Brazil were cut off, the reft, when attacked at once b divers places, would 
fall an eafy prey into their hands. But being prevented in this bloody defign for that 
time, Midfymmer-day was pitched upon, as moft proper for the execution of it, when 
the ftiips were departed out of the harbour of the Receif. For the Portuguefe were 
not ignorant, that we, having received no frefh fupplies,* efpecially ofgunpowder, for 
a confiderable time, out of Holland, our magazines were but very hdifferently fup- 
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plied, both with ammunition and provifions ;\and that confequently we mull foon be 
reduced to great extremity, if they were mailers of the field : they knew alfo, that 
our Ihips, except two, were ready to fail with the firft fair wind, being already fallen 
down tojthe Red Land ; thus being" fenfible of our weaknefe, the Portuguefe proppfed to 
themfelves no lefs than the conqueft of the whole Dutch Brazil at one drake. But 
the whole defign being discovered before Midfummer-day, it vanifhed into fmoke, both 
fides betaking themfelves to decide the matter h,y arms. 

The Portuguefe pretended not fo much the allegiance due to their King, as liberty 
of confidence ; notwithftanding which, we have all the reafon in the world to imagine, 
that this infurreftion was undertaken not only with the knowledge, but alfo at the 
inftigation of the court of Portugal, and of thofe of the Bahia ; it being very improbable 
that Kamaron, Henry Dias, and the reft of the ring-leaders, fhould, without the 
approbation of the King of Portugal, have attempted to attack us by open force. 
Befides this, Mucheron declares to have read, in a Portuguefe commiffion, thefe words : 
“ This revolt and war, undertaken for the honour of God, the propagating of the 
Roman Catholic faith, for the fervice of the King, and common liberty.” He further 
adds, that he has heard feveral Portuguefe fay, that if they mifearried in their defign of 
chafing us 5 ut of Brazil, to deftroy all with fire and fword, thereby to bereave us of all 
future profpeft of receiving any benefit from thofe lands ; which done, they would re- 
tire with their wives and children to the Bahia, or fettle in foine more remote place, 
where they might be fecure againft any attempts of the Dutch. There have indeed 
been fome who, confidering the unfettled eftate of the King of Portugal, and the odd 
fancy of his reign, have thought it very improbable he Ihould involve himfelf in a “war 
with us, or have given his confent to this infinuation ; but the event has fulliciently con- 
tradicted that opinion. 

The 22d of June a letter was delivered to the great council, figned by John Fernan- 
des Vieira, Antonio Kavalkanti, John Pefeoa, Manuel Kavalkanti, ,^RiuQio iJezerra, 
and Cofmo de Crafto Pafos, in which they complained, that they being a confiderable 
time ago accufed by the Jews of a treacherous defign again It the government, had been 
great fofferers upon that fcore ; that now they being informed by the fame Jews that 
they weie in danger of lofing all their mills and lands, to be given to certain Hollanders, 
who were fent for for that purpofe, they defired that the time of five days appointed in 
the laft pardon might be prolonged, as being too Ihort for a bufinefe of fuch moment, 
and that the faid pardon might be granted without exception ; which they refilling to 
grant, they did hereby proteft before God and all the Roman Catholic Princes, that 
they thought themfelves innocent, and not in the leaft guilty of all thofe miferies which 
might enfue from this refufal hereafter. 

The 23d, in the morning, the council was affembled to confider of„the faid letter; 
where, alter feveral harangue! upon the prefent ftate of our affairs, and the enemy’s 
defign againft us, they were divided in their opinions, fomc being for granting a gene- 
ral pardon, without the leaft exception, as the cafe ftood with us at prefent, when we, 
were destitute of fufficient provifion, ammunition, and men ; others maintained, that a* 
letter which contained fo many notorious untruths deferved not the leaft anfwer ; others 
were of another opinion. Whilft they were thus debating the matter, letters were 
brought to the council, written by Lieutenant-colonel Haus, from St. Antonio, that 
he was ready to attack the rebels of Pojuka the next day, not without hopfes of good 
fuccefs, fo that the council, confidering of what moment the event of this aftion was to 
their affairs, refolved to adjourn the md debate till the next day; when they hoped to 
know the iffue of the whole enterprise. 
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. The a8th of June Mucheron arrived v/th his two companies in the Receff, from the 
Ifcgoas, where it wjlfrefolved to difpofe his own company in Qninqneregular fort, of 
whidi, as a place of great confequftnce, he was made commander-in-chief ; the other of 
Captain William Lambert was put in the fort Erneftus. 

By Ujlters from Paul Linge, governor of Parayba, dated the 25th of June, we re- 
ceived advice that the inhabitants thereabouts offered to give him frelh afl'urance of their 
fidelity, by taking a new oath of allegiance, and that he did not obferve the lead motion 
towards an infurre&ion. 

Jacob Daffine, mafter of the fogar-mill Supapema, who had been abroad with a good 
party, made his report to the council, that he had been at feveral fugar-mills, where he 
had met with about two hundred of the enemy’s troops divided into divers fmall bodies, 
compofed of Portuguefe, mulats, and negroes, under the command of Amador de 
Araouje, Antonio de Crafto, one Taborda, and Henry Dias. 

The 29th of June, by fpecial commiflion from the council, Balthafar Vander Voer- 
den examined Antohio d’Oliveira, concerning the defign of the Portuguefe formed 
againft our government. He declared, that about the beginning of this prefent June, 
being then at the houle of Sebaltian de Karvalho, together with Francifco d’Oliveira, 
Bemardin Karvalho, and the before-mentioned Sebaltian de Karvelltf, a certain 
Portuguefe very well known to them all, delivered to him a letter, directed to 
all the perfons there prefent, with another piece qf writing unfealed, which he 
began to ’read ; but finding the contents to be, that the under-written perfons 
promifed to be, and declare themfelves faithful fubje&s of the King of Portugal, and 
that John Fernandes Vieira, Francifco Beringel, Antonio de Sylva, and feveral more, 
whtjfe names he would not look upon, had figxied the fame, he returned the faid 
writing, and refufed to fubfcribe the fame, telling his fon at the fame time, “ You ought 
rather tq fuffer your hand to be cut off, than iign this paper and fo went his way im- 
mediately, one of all there prefent having fubfcribed their names at that time : 

he prote^ed he knew not the hand-writing. After a more ferious confideration, he 
thought it requifite to make a difcovery of it, which he did accordingly within two days 
after to Matthew Reex, defiring him to give an account of it to the great council ; he 
declared further, that the faid writing was figned by above one hundred cf the in- 
habitants. 

The 30th of June, one Digos Lopes Leyte, who was not long ago taken prifonerby 
the Brazilians, was examined by Mr. Bulleltraet, Dortmont, and fome other military 
officers. His confeffion was, that at the full beginning of the defign of the Psrtuguefe 
againft this ftate, they had fent a letter to the governor of the Bahia, Antonio Telles 
de Sylva, to crave afliftan.ce from him, which if he refufed, they wou'd feek for aid 
in Spain ; and jf they did not lucceed there, they would rather furrender themfelves to 
the Turks, than endure any longer the ill-treatment they* met with from the Hollanders* 
That neverthelefs he had heard many dire imprecations made againft John Fernandes 
Vieira ; that he deferved no lels than the gallows, he having nufed this rebpllion for 
no other end, than thereby to free himfelf from the vaft debts he owed to the company. 

The lame day it was agreed to fend abroad a party of twelve foldiers >nd eight Bra- 
zilians, to fetch a good quantity of farinha from St. Lawrence, who wpre put to the 
rout near that place, fo that very few efcaped. At the fame time the council received , 
the unwelcome news, that fome of the inhabitants of Iguarafu had taken up arms 
againft them. * . 

In the beginning ‘of. July it was refolved to draw the fortifications of Maurice’s 
Town into a narrowfer compels, and to add a new line with a. breaft-work. This ta& 

was 



MEHHOFF’s BRAZIL. 


f€6 

was performed by the negroes belonging to^e inhabitants of Maurice’s Towrcand the 
Receif, under the conduct of Vice-Admiral Lichthart, who todte||are to have the fedfe 
perfefted, according to the model drawn by the engineer. 

The fame day advice was brought that John Lawrence Frances and John Dias Leyte, 
inhabitants of Iguarafu, made it their bufinefc to incite the inhabitants to aiwinfurrec- 
tion. Captain Sluyter fent alfo word from Tamarika, that about eighty men, and 
one hundred and ten women and children, all Brazilians of the villages of St. Michael 
and Naflau, were come into that illand for fhelter, and that the Brazilians of Otta 
intended to do the like. The magiftrates and chief Portuguefe of Goyana, gave the 
council frefh aflurances of their fidelity, provided they might, 'in cafe of neceffity, be 
allowed to retire into the faid ifiand, which was granted, and thanks given them'for 
their loyalty. The magiftrates of Iguarafu advifed, that Vieira had caufed a declara- 
tion to be affixed in the fugar-mills of Gonfalvo Novo de Lira, which they had ordered 
to be tom down, and fent a copy of it to the council, alluring them, that they would 
take all poffible care to keep the inhabitants thereabouts under obedience, though they 
found fome of them much inclined to revolt. 

At the fame time Fernandes Vale was examined by Mr. Vander Voerde and Mr. Bas; 
he declared, that having received a letter from Sebaftian de Karvalho, to meet him the 
next morning upon the hills Garapes, becaufe he had fomething to communicate to 
him, concerning no lefs than tfyeir eftates, lives, and honour ; he, without mentioning 
any thing of it to his wife or brother, went thither on horfeback, accompanied only 
by a boy ; notwithftanding he happened at that time to be afflifted with the gravel > 
there he met Sebaftian Karvalho, with one boy only, who told him, that he having 
received a letter, with another writing, containing a proje& of an infurredfion tp be 
undertaken againft the government, he thought it absolutely necefl’ary to give notice 
thereof to the great council ; anil that he defired him to write a letter accordingly to 
the council ; he being pretty well verfed in the Dutch tongue. Tha^Vaie alked him, 
whether any body befides himfelf knew of the matter ; unto which he anfwered, that 
his brother Bernardin did ; whofe opinion was likewife to difclofe it to the council ; 
hereupon they returning each to their refpeflive homes, Vale writ a letter in Portuguefe, 
purfuant* to the inftru&ions he had received from Karvalho, for whom the faid letter 
was left to perufe in a baker’s houfe, on a public fair-day for the fale of negroes ; after 
which he had fent the faid letter inclofed in another, to Dr. Merkado, defiring him to 
fee the fame carefully difpatched to the great council, without mentioning the con- 
tents thereof. 

The great council receiving frequent intelligence that the Portuguefe from the Bahia 
intended to fend a fleet to the afliftance of the rebels, it was refolved to fend orders to 
the four fhips, the Amfterdam, the Blackmore, the North Holland, and Groningen, 
^jthen at anchor near the Red Lind, in order to their return to Holland, to return forth- 
with to the Receif, the government Handing in great need of their afliftance, to prevent 
the conjunction of the forces from the Bahia with the rebels. They received alfo letters 
from Lieutenant-colonel Haus, dated at Pojuka the 26th of June, alluring them that 
he had granted pafies to above two hundred perfons that were returned to their 
duty ; that t\yo or three of the ring-leaders, excepted in the laft pardon, fued for the 
feme favour, and that he had caufed one Francko Godinho, one of the chief of the 
rebels, taken by his people, to be hanged on the gallows he had ereCted himYelf; that 
Amador d’Araouje being gone from thence with a hundred and fifty men to the Vergea, 
to join foith Vieira, he expected their orders whether hejbould follow him, he looking 
upon it as a feint to draw him from thence. He fullher told them,; that with the 
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Brazilians and their wives and children, Ife was above five hundred ftfong * and that 
unlefs they were foon fupplied with provifions from the Receif, they fliould confume 
all the cattle thereabouts. 

The great council fern an anfwer the fame night toiLieutenant-colonel H$u$, requiring 
him to grant free pardon to all who fliould defire it, not excepting the ring-leaders 
themfelves, thereby lo weaken Amador d’Araouje and his ’party. That with what 
forces he could fpare in Pojuka (aftefr Efficient provifion made for the defence of the 
garrifons, according to their own difcretion), he fliould march to the Receif, in ogdtf 
to attack Viera, where" they nee,d not fear but to be able to fubfift upon what the faid 
Vieira had laid up for the ufe of the expected fuccours of the Bahia, and the cattle 
belonging to the rebels. 

But whilft Lieutenant-colonel Haus was employed in fecuring Pojuka againfi their 
attempts, thofe of the Vergea Itrengthened themfelves with all poiliblc diligence ; to 
further which, John Fernandes Viera and Antonio Kavalkanti, who ftyled themfelves 
the heads of this w&r, did not only affix their declarations round about Maurice’s 
Town, and in Iguarafu, inciting the inhabitants to rebellion, by promifing them con- 
fiderable fuccours from the Bahia, but their parties alfo, which they fent frequently 
abroad, forced thofe of the open pountry to take up arms, killing fuch as refufed. 
The fame was praftifed by Amador d’Araouje inPojuca ; fo that, what with provifions, 
what with threats and force, they got together a confiderable body in the Vergea, we 
being not irt a capacity to prevent it, becaufe what forces we had were fri Pojuka. 

But judging it abfolutely for our interefl to flop as much as poflible thefe proceed- 
ings, it was refolved to arm fome of the lufty young fellows with firelocks, which they 
were furnifhed withal by the citizens (there being none in magazines), and to join with 
them a detatchment of the garrifon, befides a hundred Brazilians, that were lately 
arrived pnder Peter Potti. 1 

Puri uant^U) ' this refolution. Captain John Blaar received orders to put himfelf at the 
head of v ree hundred men, with whom he was to inarch with all imaginable fecrecy 
from the R*eceif, and by lying in ambufh near the paffes, to endeavour to intercept 
fome of the enemy’s troops, not questioning but that out of the prifoners they fliould 
be able to learn where Vieira was ported with his main body, and of what.rtrength 
both he and the fuccours from Bahia was reputed to be among them. He had ftridt 
orders not to moleft any of the inhabitants who were not in arms, but to protect them 
and their eftates, and to receive thofe who fought for mercy, and bring them into 
the Receif. Orders were alfo lent to Lieutenant-colonel Haus to march vfith what 
forces could pofiibly be fpared out of the garrifons to the louth, to the Vergea, in order 
to join with Captain Blaar, and endeavour to attack the heads ot the r'oels, which, 
if they could oyce put to the rout, might be a means to quench the whole fire of rebel- 
lion, and to reftore peace to the Dutch Brazil. _ 

The firft of July it was debated in council, whether all fuch perfons as were fuf? 
pe&ed to have a hand in the confpiracy, ought not to be excepted in the pardon, or 
whether it fliould be granted to all that defired it without exception. The* laft was 
refolved upon as conducing nioft to the quieting the fubje&s minds. 

The ad in the evening,, the council received advice from Captain L: a ur, that he 
was ported at Mongioppe, with an intention to attack the enemy, wherever he met 
them. * • 

The 3d he mirchad to Iguarafu. 

The 4th,, they rdceiyed ^tters from Lieutenant-colonel Hate, from St. Antonio, 
importing that after having Vb a garrifon in Pojuka under Lieutenant Flemming, and 
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one hundred Brazilians in St. Antonio, he #us ready to march to the fugar-mill Velho, 
and from thence to Moribeca, where he would expert their further orders. 

At the fame time the inhabitants of Goyana having fortified themfelves in a certain 
houfe, belonging to Liftry their qhief magiftrate, they defired the council to furnifh 
them with fprty mufquets, for the ufe of luch among them as were unprovided with 
arms. Their requeft was granted, and pdfitive orders fent at the fame time to Servaes 
Karpentier, to take this opportunity to difarm all the Portuguefe, either by fair or foul 
means ; to eff'eft which, he fhould keep the Dutch together in a body as much as 
poffibly he could ; his anfwer was, “ he would endeavour to difarm the Porttfguefe 
by fair means, he wanting power to do it by force.” ‘ Befidet. which, he gave notice 
in his letter dated the nth of July, that every thing remained quiet hitherto in Goy- 
ana, but that the Brazilians, (contrary to his exprefs orders) claiming a prerogative 
to be commanded by none but their own officers, purfuant to a decree of the council 
of Nineteen, had, in their paifage to Tamarika, plundered feveral of the Portuguefe 
inhabitants. 

Moft of the rebellious Portuguefe had left their wives and children in their houfes 
and mills, which, as it tended to their no fmall conveniency, fo l'ome of the faithfvl 
Portuguefe inhabitants did propofe on the 3d of July to the great council, whether it 
would not be for our intereft to oblige thofe wives and children to quit their houfes and 
mills, and to fend them after their, hufbands. 

Several reafcns were alledged for it : 

1. Becaufe the rebels being encumbered with their families, mull of neceffity make 
greater confumption of farinha, and other provifions, which would oblige them the 
fooner to alter their meafures, and to change their places. 

2. That thereby they would be much diffieartened, for fear of a vigorous attack. 

3. That they would not be able to march or to change their camp fo conveniently 

as before, or to lurk in uninhabitable places. >r n 

4. That by the removal of thefe women, who ferved them aSf‘ipies by the help 
of their negroes, we fhould take away all opportunity from them, to be,, informed of 
our defigns. 

All which reafons being well weighed, the following proclamation was publilhed : 


A Proclamation for the Removal of the Rebels' Wives and Children. 

“ Tlje great council of Brazil, by the authority of the States- General of the United 
Provinces, His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, and the Weft India company, make 
known unto every body, that whereas many of thofe who have fided with the three 
head rebels, John Fernandes Vieira, Antonio Kavalkanti, and Amador d’Araouje, 
againft this ftate, have left behind them their wives, children, and families, which hitherto 
1 continue in their former dwelling-places ; we do by thefe prefents ftri£Uy command all the 
wives and children, whether male or female, whole hulbands and fathers are engaged,*- hh 
the rebels, to leave their refpeftive houfes within fix days after the publication r‘ te ’f 
proclamation ; and to repair to their refpe&ive hulbands and fathers, or elfe to ' thtj 
the penalties due to rebels ; it being our refolution not to take the fame into o f hei: 
tedlion ; nay, to take away our fafe-guards from all fuch of our fubjefts as '* ,r *h| 
found to harbour or conceal thefe before-faid wives, children, and their effeft^ *hl 
the hufbands and fathers of thefe wives and children lhall, within the limited f ha[f 
fix days, return to their dwelling-places, and fue for pardon to dfe councif. • Vergea 
, “ Thus, decreed in the alfembly of the great council JKBrazil. * 

About 
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About this time near one thoufand Brazilians, among whom were three hundred 
and fixty-nine men, the reft women and 'children* being retired tp the ifle Tamarika, 
to fhelter themfelves againft the rebellious Pprtuguefe, Mr. Dormont, counfellor of the 
finances, was fent thither in thg beginning of July, *as fupretne director of the territory 
of Iguarafu, to fecus * : that ifland which wasyof fo great confequence to the Hate, in our 
interefb f 

The 5th of Jflly, a proclamation wasr iflued againft the three chief rebels, John Fer- 
nandes Vieira, Antonio Ka ^alkanti, and Amador d* Araouje, declaring their lives "and 
eftates to be forfeited, offering a reward for the apprehending of them, as follows : 

A Proclamation for apprehending the three head Rebels . 

# cc The great council of Brazil, by authority of the States-Gcneral of the United Pro- 
vinces, His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, and the Weft -India company, fend greet- 
ing. Be it known *by all, that whereas we are fully fatislied that John Fernandes 
Vieira, Antonio Kavalkanti, and Amador d* Araouje, letting afide their allegiance, 
have a confidcrable time ago entered into a confpiracy againft the ftate, fending their 
letters throughout feveral Fregcfies of our jurifdiftion, to excite our fubje&s to a revolt ; 
that they have gathered and ftill are gathering forces to maintain their treacherous 
defigns againft this ftate, forcing our faithful fubjedls .to join with them, threatening 
with death fuch as refufed to enter into thus rebellion ; nay, having caufed feveral, as 
well Hollanders as Brazilians, to be murdered upon that fcore. That they have affixed 
and publifhed declarations in feveral places, tending to the difquieting and difturbing 
the minds of the fubjects of this ftate, with the name and title of governors of this war, 
(whereas they ought to have ft vied themfelves hiithlefs traitors) covering their villainous 
defigns under the name of the Divine Majefty, befides many other mifdc^ieanors, 
whereby*' t iibr^Ly g^ ren t lered themfelves guilty of high treafon. It is for thefe reafons 
that we thought it our duty to declare the above-named John Fernandes Vieira, Antonio 
Kavalkanti, *and Amador d* Araouje, and by thefe prefents do declare them enemies 
of this Hate, difturbers of the public peace and our good fubjedfs, rebels and traitors 
againft their lawful magiftrates ; and to have forfeited all their privileges, righti, lives, 
and eftates ; arid as fuch, we grant not only free leave to every one to apprehend or 
to kill the laid John Fernandes Vieira, Antonio Kavalkanti, and Amador d* Araouje, 
but alio promiie a reward of one thoufand Charles’s gilders, to luch or fuch perfons 
as fhall do fo fignal a piece of fervice to the company, "as to apprehend either Of thofe 
perfons, fo as they may be brought to juftice ; and the like reward to any perfon who 
{hall kill either of the faid Suitors, befides his pardon for any offence he m«y have com- 
mitted before ; and if he be a flave, his liberty, together with the reward. We alfo 
ftri&ly command by thefe prefents, all the inhabitants df this ftate, of what quality, 
degree or tuition foever, that they fhall not prefume to affift the faid rebels with arms, 
provifions, money, men and ammunition, or harbour, conceal, or advife them in any 
refpeft, or keep the leaft correfpondence with them, under pain of being declared 
traitors, and to be punifhed as fuch with the utmoft rigour/* &c. 

Whilft the great council were thus endeavouring to quench the flame of rebellion, 
they received frequent intelligence, that befides the luccours already come to the rebels 
from the lighia by land, by way of Rio St. Francifco, they expelled a confiderable 
fleet from thence \ refolved to fgnd once more fome deputies to the governor 

Antonio Telles da S$m, to reprefent to him that Kamaron and Henry Dias being 
under his jurifdiflion, * their emfering in an hoftile manner into the Dutch Brazil, could 
vol. xiv. 5 r not 
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n&t be interpreted otherwife, than a breach of £he truce concluded betwixt the king of 
Portugal and Their High and Mightineifes the States- General. 

The perfons 'pitched upon for this’ ^urpoie were Balthafar Vander Voerdc, counfellor 
of the court of jidticc, and Dirk Van Hoogftraten, then commander-in-chief to the 
Cape of St. AuRin, wI^lo being looked uppn at that time as a very loyal perfon, was 
fent for the 4th of July, leaving Barent d/an Tichlenborgh, to command in his abfence. 
Francis Kyrnen Springapple was appointed their fccretary, and Gerhard Dirk Lact, 
Alexander Sylve, and Jacob Swearts to attend them as gentlemen. 

Their inftht&ions were, to lay open to the governor , the true realon and occafion of 
this infurrettion, and the ring-leaders thereof, who would never have dared to attempt 
it without the hopes of fuccours, which were fent them by land through Rio St. F/an- 
eifeo: they were to fe*p*ch into his intentions as near as poflibly they could, and to de- 
fire him to recal K a mar on and Henry Dias with their troops out of the Dutch Brazil, 
and to punifli them according to their deferts. If they found the governor not inclined 
to give them due fatisfaflion, by recalling thofe troops either by* public proclamation, 
or fending fotnc peribn of authority to bring them back, or by giving them fome other 
real demonftrations of his fincere intention before their departure, they were to proted’ 
to, and to declare themfelves innocent of ail the damages, murders, and rapines as well 
againft the Hollanders, as Portuguefc and Brazilians, already committed or to be com- 
mitted by thofe»forces. They were to declare to the governor, that they would look 
ypon it as an open breach of peace and ad of hofiility, of which they mult give an ac- 
count to their mailers, who, without qudtion, would know how to make themfelves 
amends for the damages fuftained ; and to proteft once more, that the Dutch declared 
themfelves innocent of all the miferies which mult enliic from their faking up arms for 
their own defence, after their fo reafonable rcquell had been rejected. 

Accordingly they fet fail the 9th of July 1645, from the Rcccif, in the fhip called the 
Roebuck, and coming to an anchor the 17th in the Bahia, were, i^ulkt- flame of the 
governor Antonio Telles da Sylva, complimented aboard their Ihips by feveral Portu- 
guefc gentlemen, from whom they a Iked leave to come alhore, having federal matters 
of moment to propofe to him in the name of the great council of Brazil. 

The itext day being the 18th of July, about noon, Lieutenant-colonel Andrew Vidal, 
and Captain Pedro Kavalkanti, with fome other officers, came in a brigantine to fetch 
them to the palace; where, after the firll compliments, they delivered their credentials, 
telling the governor, that out of thofe he would underhand that they were fent to treat 
with hitfi of certain points, whicli they were ready to propofe, either now or whenever 
he fhould be difpofed to receive them. The governor, after the ulual return of com- 
pliments and perufal of the credentials, told them, that he w'as ready to hear them 
whenever they pleafed ; whereupon they propofed. 

That fome Portuguefc fubje&s of Their High and Mightinefles the States-General of 
the United Provinces, have entered into a cabal, in order to take up arms and attack 
Pernambuko; to effect which, they have by certain letters foliated their felIow-fubje£ls # 
to enter into a rebellion, and provided themfelves with arms, in hopes of fuccours from 
abroad. That in the beginning of May, Kamaron and Henry Dias with their Brazili- 
ans and negnoes, and fome Portuguefc, being on their march in an hoflile manner to 
Pernambuko ; John Fernandes Vieira, Antonio Kavalkanti, and Amador d’Araoujc, 
with other Portuguefe their accomplices, had no fooner notice of their coming, but they 
abfeonded from their houfes, gathered what forces 'they could* forrfe by* force, fome 
otherwife, publilhed their declarations, llyling themfelves goverrifc of this war for the 
public liberty ; all which they undertook upon hopes of being backed by foreign troops. 

That 
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That through God’s mercy theif matters did not want power to protect their faithful 
fubjeds, and to punifh the rebels according to their deferts : but as thef could not c •■u- 
prehend what it was that could induce thefe foreign troops to enter their territories in 
time of peace, in order to aid their rebellious fu&jeds againft them, fo they were at a 
Hand how to deal vith them. That the great council as well as all the reft of the 
inhabitants, being roo well acquainted with His Excellency’s cxtradion, exquffite kiiow- 
- ledge in Hate-affairs, and the good neighbourly correfpondbncy he had always cultivated 
with our government, th. a to harbour the leaft thought that he fltould give the leaft 
encouragement to anv of his fubjeds, to aid rebellious fubjeds againft their fovereigns : 
that they were feiifible he would ufe all pollible means to prevent it. It was for this 
reafon that they were fent by the great council to give His Excellency notice of the 
hoftilitics committed by Kamaron and Henry Dias, defiring that he would be pleafed 
not only to command them not to aflift the rebels with their troops, but alfo to retire 
out of Pernambuko and the other captainfhips under the Dutch jurifdidion ; that fo the 
rebels being difappointed of their afliftance, might be fooner reduced to their former 
obedience, and our fubjeds enjoy the benefit of the truces ftipulaied betwixt His prefent 
Majefty of Portugal, Don John IV. and Their High and Mightinefles the States-Gcnerai. 
All which, the great council of Brazil highly recommended to His Excellency’s con ft- 
deration, in, a letter which was then delivered by the deputies to the governor, which is 

as follows : • • 

» 


/} Litter from the Great Council to the Governor of the Bahia. 

f It is fufficiently known to Your Excellency with what ftridnefs the truce betwixt 
His M lefty of Portugu 1 and the High and Mighty, the States-Gcnerai of the United 
Pi-winces, has been obferved in all its circuniftances by the inhabitants of >the Dutch 
Brazil, (’veil according to the confutation of thofe of the Bahia and other places, who 
have oi 'ate puffed through our captainfhips ; neither have wc ever received the leaft 
complaints’ upon that account, either from the King your mafter, or from Your Excel- 
lency ; all which gave us fufficient reafon to believe that you would not in the leaft 
confent that your fubjeds fhould attempt pay thing contrary to the laid truce. And 
though forne of the Portuguese inhabitants, fubjeds of the ftates, laying afide their al- 
legiance, have taken up arms and are rifen in rebellion againft this ftate, as foon as Ka- 
maron and Henry Dias at the head of their Brazilians and negroes, befides fome Portu- 
guefe, did without licence or the leaft encouragement from us, enter our ’territories, 
contrary to the law of nations, and joining with’ the rebels exerciled pen humilities 
againft our fubjeds, not like foldiers, but robbers and thieves ; yet can we not be per- 
fuaded that thpfe troops fhould have made this attempt by order or confent of His Ma- 
jefty of Portugal or Your Excellency, againft us your confederates. 

Thanks be ito God, we do not want means to bring our revolted fubjeds to reafon, 
and to deftroy thofe foreign troops ; but to fliew to all the world how ready* we are to 
fulfil the reiterated command of our malters, to maintain inviolably the truce betwixt 
His Majefty and them ; and to remove all finifter interpretations which ■ ight be made 
in foreign courts, upon this-head, as alfo to give fufficient opportunity to'His Majefty of 
Portugal and Your Excellency, to convince the world that you have neither confented* 
to nor Abetted this confpiracy ; we in the name of Their High and Mightinefles the 
States-General, ’Hi^dighnefs the Prince of Orange, and the governors of the Weft-India 
company, have fenPMr. Balthafar Van Voerden, counfellor of the court of juftice, and 
Dirk Hoogftraet, commander-in-chief on the Cape of St. Auftin, as our deputies to you, 
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with full* power to propofe thefe*points to you, ;yrd to defire you forthwith to recall the 
faid Kjunaron, Henry Dias, and other leaders, with their troops, within a limited time 
out*of our territories, .either by public proclamation, or fuch other means as Your Ex- 
cellency fhall think 1 moil for<Able*or •expedient, and to punifh them according to their 
deferts ; and if' they refine 49 ofoey, to declare them open enemies of His Majefty ; it 
being itnpoilible for us to conceive, how due fatisfattion can be given without it to Their 
High and Mightinelles, to tlie Prince of Orange,* and the Weft-lndia cofnpany, which 
neverthelefs we ought and do expect from Your Excellency. 

• “ (Subfcribed) Your Excellency’s well-meaning friends, 

“ (On the fide Hood) ■ Hknuy+I.v.mkl, 

A. Van B i :l lestk atexJ 

“ From the Receif, P. J. Bas, 

“ July 7, 1640. ‘ J. Van Wai.beck, 

and 

HekuV I)IC MuCIIlUtOX.” 

The governor gave immediate anfvver to the deputies propositions, that he was fo far 
from fending any fuccours to the rebels, that he had* not had the lead knowledge of it. 
That the Brazilians and negroes were dilbanded by 1 lis Majefty \s order, and that tilde 
as well as the Poctuguefe among them, that were come to the afiiflance of the rebels, 
could be in no great numbers, confiding (as he fupppfed) in form: vagabonds, ‘or others, 
who having committed mifdemeanors in the Bahia, had taken this opportunity ‘to fhcl- 
ter themfelves, and flee from puniflimcnt, as it frequently happened that fuch-likc per- 
l’ons did come to the Bahia from Pcrnambuko, which neverthelefs had given him not 
the Icaft ftifpicion of the council’s fincerity. lie told them that he was extremely glad 
to underhand the good confidence their inafters repofed in him, of maintaining the truce 
concluded betwixt His Majefty of Portugal and Their High and MighynclVes the States- 
General, affuring them that he never fhould be prevailed upon to act contrary to it, for 
fear of hazarding his life. And that if he had any fuch intention, lie did* not want 
means to attempt it by the abidance of the Brazilians. But that he had never had any 
thoughts that way, notwithftanding he had been provoked to it by the Dutch, who fince 
the truce had taken a Portugucfc fhip and carried it to the Receif, which by the bravery 
of the Portuguefc was delivered f rom the Hollanders, and they and the fhip brought to 
the Bahia ; the Dutch mariners being difrnifled without any punifiimenf. He told them 
further, th’it he was not infenfible what an opinion their mailers entertained of his fince- 
rity ; and that he had reafon to btiievte, that they had at this time as they had done be- 
fore, lent their deputies chiefly to feel his pulf'e, to inquire into his ftrength, and to dive 
into his defigns. That however, lie would communicate the letter to iiiq council, and 
give them a fpeedy anfwer, in order to their return home, purfuant to the requclt of 
their maflers. Tlien the governor arifing from his feat, the deputies took their leave 
and returned aboard. 

The 19th, in the morning, they were fent for afhore by a lieutenant, and brought 
to the houfc of Lieutenant-colonel Pedro Korea de Gama, where they dined in com- 
pany of Andrew Vidal and Paulo de Kunha. Towards the* evening they were again 
conduced to the palace, where the fecretary defired them to tarry a minute, beeaufe 
His Excellency was bufy with clofing his letters ; after fome flay, they were introduced 
to the governor, who told them, that he had underftood the contents of the letter, 
which he found altogether agredltble to the propofitions made to him the day before by 
way of mouth by them, which confifted chiefly in two points. 
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Firft, the good opinion their mailers l^ad of his iincere intention, 'in maintaining a 
good correfpondency with them, in order to maintain the truce betwixt His Majefty and 
the States-General, and the confidence they had of his not being concerned in the re- 
bellion, either by encouraging t or aflifting die famet Wherefore he defired they would 
continue in the fame Untiments, becaufe he never had jnade the leaft infraftion of the 
faid truce, neither ever thought of any thing like it, nor fullered any of his fubjefts to 
aft contrary to it ; notwithftanding, faid he, the Hollanders have broke the lame in 
feveral refpefts, viz. in their expeditions againft Angola, St. Thomas, and Marinho ; 
by the plundering of Pedro Cedar Mines, who had been bafely ufed during his impri- 
fonment, not like a man of quality, being forced to fhelter himfelf among the woods 
afl&r his efcape. They had alfo taken a Portuguefe fhip in his own harbour. Neither 
did the inhabitants of Pernambuko want reafons of complaint, as well as the other cap- 
tainfln'ps ; he had underltood our of feveral letters from thence, how the Jews were 
always bufy in forging accufations againft them, which were taken for truth ; and when 
the Portuguefe had thereupon ablconded thcmfelves out of fear, the Tapoyers, or 
mountaineers, were armed againft them ; among the reft, they had caufed a poor her- 
*mit to be hanged, 'flic great council had always given him l'uflicient proofs of their 
fufpicion, in the laft embally, being intended to no other purpoie (as Captain Hoogftra- 
ten could teftify) than to dive into hisj defigns and ftrength. Thus it was reported and 
believed, that Andrew Vidal and Paulo Kunha, with feyeral other oflicqrs, werefent by 
him into Pdrnatnbuko, though they fnv them here before their eyes. 

Upon the fecond point, concerning the troops faid to be lent to Pernambuko, he 
gave for anfwer, that they mult be lbme Brazilians and negroes lately dilbanded, who 
were of little account, as we were fenlible ourfelves : that if a few Portuguefe were 
among them, they mull be fuppofed to be criminals who were lied from jufticej 
that he was not unwilling to call them back by proclamation, but feared that Jie ftvnuld 
be but j 1 under ly obeyed, by a fort of people who could not he kept in obedience with- 
in his ow: iurifdiftiolf. That to fatisfy our requeft, and to remove all reafons of com- 
plaint, he intended to fend his deputies Ihortly to Pernambuko ; all which he had more 
clearly exprelled in his letter to the great council, wherewith he would, according to 
the requeft of our mafters, difpatch us with all imaginable Ipecd. 

The deputies replied, that their mafters had never entertained any fufpicion of His 
Excellency, neither had they given any orders to dive into his defigns ; but always had 
a favourable opinion of his firm adherence to the truce, as might be evidenced by 
Mr. Andrew Vidal, who, during his flay with them, had liberty to go where he pleafed, 
without any attendance but his own. That what he objected concerning the accufa- 
tions of the Jews was of m moment, the fame being never hearkened to, the intended 
infurreftion being difeovered by perfons of unqueftionable credit. That John Fernan- 
des Vieira, Antonio Kavalkanti, and others their adherents, had always been protefted 
againft any falfe accufations, and had free accefs to all the comd'ellors of the court of 
juftice, and thofe of other colonies, as well as the chiefeft among the Dutch, io that 
they had no reafon to abfeond out of fear for the Tapoyers, who never were intended 
to be employed againft them. That they did not know of any hermit tha- as hanged 
by them, but remembered, that in an engagement with Amador d’Araouje, fuch a one 
was fhot by the Brazilians as he was ringing the bell to give the alarm. 

They fdnther told him, that though they had no orders to treat with His Excellency 
upon any other p’oiitfs than thofe that concern the rebellion, they could eafily make it 
out before all the wolld, .that Angola, and the other places, were conquered accord- 
ing to the rules of war', without the leaft infraction of the truce, it having been ex- 
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prefsly ftipulaled, that the war fliould continue in thofe parts till the fame was pub- 
lilhed there. The Brazilians, negroes, and 'Portuguefe, were come in confiderable 
numbers into our territories, not like dilbanded foldiers, but well armed, and their 
coming was not unexpe&ed, but w<ll-known to the rebels ; but the council was not fo 
much concerned for their number, as to be fatisfied u'nder whofe authority they had 
taken up arms againft them, that they might deal with them accordingly. But 
however it was, they defired His Excellency ty Believe, that their mailers would be 
extremely glad to underftand his good inclinations, that thereby the eflufion of hu- 
man blood might be faved ; intreating him to fend his .deputies forthwith with the 
necclfary inftru&ions. ‘ * 

The governor promifed to fend his deputies foon after their return to Pernambuko, 
telling them, that as he thought himfelf fecure of the good neighbourly correfpondency 
of their maflers, fo he was refolved to continue in the fame on his fide. What he 
had proppfed for the relt, had been only by way of difeourfe, not with an intention to 
enter into a difputc concerning the legality or illegality of it ; though it appeal ed very 
odd to him, that they fliould aflift his mailer at home, and at the lame time wage war 
with him in other parts, under pretence that the peace was not publilhed there; and 1 
what had palled w'ith Pedro C&far de Mines was g thing not jultiliable in his under- 
ftanding. 

After the ufual compliments, he arofe from his feat, telling them, that he would 
fend the letter directed to the council to them aboard the next day, and fo our deputies 
returned aboard their lhip. The 20th, in the morning, the fecretary of the 'governor 
came aboard our veffel, with the governor’s letter to the council, which he delivered 
* to the deputies, requelling in his mailer’s name, to fend him a transition of the letter 
from the council to the governor out of the Dutch into the Portuguefe, lubferibed with 
their, own hands; which they did, and having delivered the fame to the fecretary, he 
took his feave and returned afhore. 

Our people fet fail the fame clay about noon from the Bahia to Ffcrnambuko, where 
they arrived the 28th in the afternoon before the Receif, and gave an account the fame 
day of their ncgociation to the great council, unto whom they alfo delivered the letter 
written by Antonio Telles de Sylva, and directed to them. The contents of which are 
as follows : — 


The Governor’s I.ctlcr to the Council. 

• 

“ Mr. Balthafar Vandcr Vocrden, counfellor of juflice, and Captain Dirk Van Hoog- 
ftraten, commander-in-chief on the Cape of St. Auftin, Your Eordfhips’ deputies, have 
delivered your letter to me, in which you are p leafed to give me notice of the revolt of 
l’ome ol your fubjects againft you. I received this news as I ought to tlo, and Ihould 
not have been able to receive it without the great eft furprife and difeompofure’ of mind, 
if I Had not been allured in my confcience, that Your Lordfliips did not in the leaft 
imagine that this infurreclion could derive its fourcc from our government ; and, ’ 
though I could upon this occafion enter upon a long recital of the proceedings eff my 
government, pending, from its beginning till now, to a fufticient juftification in the eyes 
of all the world, and of the greateft kings and princes of Chriftcndom, that the laid 
good correfpondency has been maintained as ftridtly on our fide, as the fume,i*. promifed 
in Your Lordfhips’ letter : but rather than give the leaft occafion of difguft or differ- 
ence, by enlarging myfelf upon thofe heads, in which your fubje&s have exprefsly and 
manifeftly violated the truce concluded and ratified betwixt the King my mafter, and 
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the States- General ot the United Provinces, I will facrifice the fame to the intereft of 
our common neighbourhood, rather than to enter upon a particular account of thofe 
mifearriages in the expedition of Angola, at a time, when the States-Generjd did affift 
the crown of Portugal with their naval force, when our ambaffadors refilling in the 
Receif were told, tha: thefe troops were not intended to be employed again II any of 
Ilis Majefty’s harbours, but in the* Weft Indies, though at the fame time they were 
embarked tor the conqueft of Angola. The fame may be laid of the taking of 
the iile ot St. Thomas -rut. the city of Luy de Mapanha, and the lei zing of a Por- 
tuguefe fliip upon our coaft,* loaden with l'ugar from Spiritu Sanfto. The corn. 
miliary Greening was dilpatched hither, under a pretext of buying' of farinha, but 
in ell eft to found my inclinations, as he himfelf confcffes, when he lays in a certain 
letter ol his, “ 1 was fent thither with this commiflion, but rather to feel his pulfc and 
try his Iriendlhip, than that we were in want.” 'I he unfaithful dealings of the di- 
rectors ot Angola iv the capitulation with the governor Pedro Casfar de Mines ; the 
ruling of our fort Araval in Bengo; the bafe treatment put upon the faid governor, 
.being a perfon of quality, and a general of His Majefty’s, are matters altogether 
tnconhllent with the rules of war, nay, with humanity itfelf, and contrary to the 
practice not only of the more civilized nations of Europe, but alfo the barbarians 
theaiielves. ,01 the lame ftamp was the anfwer given by your council to our ambaf- 
fador, whti urging a ceffation of arms in the kingdom* of Angola, wa5 anfwered, that 
the fame had no dependency on our jurifdiction, quite contrary to the frncere inten- 
tions always obierved by me in all our tranfadions with you ; for no fooncr did Your 
Lor Jfhips make complaints to me againft one Captain Auguftino Condago and one j 
Domingo de Rocha, who having carried away a barge with lugar, had brought her 
into the uarbour of our city, 1 fent back the laid vefiel immediately, and put the cap- 
tain hi nrifi m till he was fent over to His Majefty. And that time being Informed, 
that two f'ldiers li eug under my jurifdidion, w hole names were John de Campos and 
Domingo hehio Sigilinundo, had committed fome infolencies in your captainlhip of 
Pcrnambuko. 1 caufed them to be hanged immediately, looking upon it as a duty 
not to be difponfed with by me, for the maintaining of our mutual good correl* 
pondcncy ; all thefe before-mentioned infractions having never been able to make me 
forgetful of the reiterated orders of His Majefty, viz. to improve the effefts of the 
peace and alliances made betwixt him and the Starcs-General, to our both Tides fatisfac- 
tion : I tnuft at the fame time confefs, that looking upon my felt as aioldier, (qbltrafted 
from the conlideration of the intereft of the llate, ;jnd the duty of a fubjeft) 1 thought 
I ought not to take tamelv r o many affronts, and to let flip fo many ' iir pportunities 
of doing myfelf juftice ; much beyond what can be fuppofed to a rife from the conjunc- 
tion of a few unarmed Portuguefe, a few difeontented negroes, and fome rebels, whofe 
proteftiou cannot, as 1 laid before, come m any competitio.i with the feveral oppor- 
tunities and provocations palled by on our fide before, for the common intereft ; and 
* that confequently our government cannot as much as be conceived to be the hidden 
caufe of this rebellion,'’ as Your Lordfhips themfelves are pleafed to conHh ; neither 
would I have entered upon a recital of thofe particularities, if 1 had not thought myfelf 
obliged both in duty and affection, to give this latisfaetion to you. To’ give you the 
true accqpnt of the abfenco of Henry Dias, you mult know, that one night he left 
his guard in RiQ Real, and palled over to your fide; Don Antonio Philippe Kamaron, 
captain of the Brazilians, being fent aft. i him, and, not returning, 1 judged that 
they were gone towards Mocainbo, to attack the Palmairas ol Rio St. Krancilco, which 
made me (to avoid all fufpicion of being concerned in any thing that might tend to the 
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breach of peace) fent two Jefuits to perfuade them to return, but in vain, they refufing 
to obey, either for fear of punifliment, or that they were already engaged with the 
rebels# (as | now am apt to believe ^hey were), fo that 1 have heard nothing from them 
fince, except what I have underftood out of Your Lordlhip’s letter. The Portuguefe 
under your jurifdi&ion have font to ‘me the reafons which moved them to this in- 
furre&ion, imploring my affiftance, as fubjefts of the King my mailer 4 they told me, 
that they Hood in fear of being facrificed to the fury of four thoufand Tapoyers, fent 
for that purpofe from Rio Grande ; to avoid which, and dreading Your Lordlhips* 
anger, awakened againll them by the falfe accufations of the Jews (the moll perfidious 
and irreconcileable enemies of Chrillendom), had rather chofen to expofe themfelves to a 
miferable flight, leaving behind them their wives and children, than to indure the 
hardlhips of a tedious imprifonment. I could fcarce have imagined, that you could 
* be fo far milled by the fictions of a people fo much defpifed by all other nations, as 
to be perfuaded by them, that certain perfons were fent from hence into your terri- 
tories, who have been feen here by your deputies. And though 1 am apt to perfuade 
myfelf, that foinc of the Portuguefe would, as the cafe now Hands, be glad to embrace, 
our prote&ion, it being much more natural to be opprelfed by one’s own King or 
Prince, than by foreigners : yet when I ferioully refled upon Your Lordlhips’ pro- 
pofals made by your deputies, viz. to oblige Captain Kamaron and Henry Dias to 
return to the Bahia, and to ufe all other proper means to bring the revolted.Portuguefe 
to reafon ; when, I fay, I ferioully refled upon the public calamities on one fide, and 
how deftitute I am of fuitable means at prelent to fatisfy your defires, 1 cannot but be 
infinitely concerned thereat ; being fenlible that thefe captains will not be brought 
over by perfuafions ; and wanting means to reduce them to obedience, who have now 
fettled themfelves at fo great a cKftance among the woods and forefts. But as I am 
ready to Conform myfelf in all refpeds to Your Lord (hips’ defires, to convince you 
of the fincerity of the Portuguefe nation, which is fuch, that no T»>portiinity, though^ 
never fo great, of promoting their own intereft, does ever Hand in competition with 
what they think they owe to their confederates : I am willing to take upon me the 
office of % a mediator, in order to endeavour to appeafe thefe troubles by my authority ; 
for which end I intend to fend to you with all polfible fpeed, certain perfons of known 
ability, with fufficient inflrudions and power, to the rebellious to return to their 
duty ; which, if they decline, fuch meafures may be taken as will force them to it ; 
which, l hope, may ferve as the moll effedual means to rellore tranquillity to your 
dominions, and to cultivate the good opinion and correfpondency betwixt us ; which 
I wilh God Almighty will be pieafed to continue betwixt thefe two nations, by a perpe- 
tual tie of amity. 

“ Bahia, July 19, 1645. (Signed) Antonio Tellies dk Sylva.” 

Mr. Hoogftraten at the fame time gave a fecret verbal account to the great council, 
that foon* after their arrival there, Andrew Vidal, Captain Paulo Kunha, and John de 
Soufa came to them, the lad of whom fat himfelf down near -him (Mr. Hoogftraten), 
inquiring fecretly after his uncle Philip Pays Batetto, whether he was among the 
mutineers ; to whom he gave for anfwer, that he was ftilf in his mill. AfterVhich, 

* the table-cloth being laid, Soufa was invited to ftay at dinner with them, whfch he re- 
fufed $ becaufe, as he faid, he was upon the guard : before dinner was ended Soufa 
came back, and after the tabje-cloth was taken away, invited Mr. Hoogftraten and 
Kunha to fmoke a pipe with him in a back room, whither thef went, but were followed 
by the fecretary, Mr. Springapple. As they paffed through a gallery, Paulo de Kunha 

took 
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took Sprmgapple a little on one fide ; ‘and in the meanwhile, Soufa tol l Hoogftraten 
with a loud voice, that he was furpnfed to hear that his uncle Philip Fays had not 
lided with the reft : unto which Hoogftraten aiyfwered, “ That he thcyightwlje did 
very wifely to keep himfelf quiet, becaufe it was. likely to turn to no good account.” 
“ That is your opinion,” replied Soufa, “ but have a little patience ; and becaufe I 
know you to have always been a fwentl to the Portuguese, 1 can allure you it will turn 
to a confidcrable account. And it is upon this fcore, I advife you, like a friend, to 
provide for your own* fa fay and your family. You may reft allured, that if you will 
engage to do a piece ef good fervice to the King my mafter, and to the governor, you 
lhall want neither money, fugar-mills, places,' nor preferments.” Mr. Hoogftraten, 
appearing lomewhat difeompofed at this difcourle, told him, “ That though he was not 
unwilling to do the King and governor what fervice he could, he did not know what 
fort of lervic^, he meant.” Unto which Soufa replied, “ 1 am lure you are able to do 
good fervice to the King.” “ But then,” fays Hoogftraten, “ you muft tell me how. 
“ That l will,” anfwered Soufa; “ are you not governor on the cape of St.Auliin?” 
». Unto which Mr. Hoogftraten laid, “ Yes, I am.” “ Then,” replied Soufa, “ all that is 
required of you, is, to furrender the faid fort, with ail its works, into the King’s 
hands, that we may land our men thereabouts : if you will promile to do it, you lhall 
have a very ample reward, and be made commandcr-in-chief of our forces.” Mr. Hoog- 
ftraten gatte for anfwer, “ that tliele were things of litch a nature, as were not'eon- 
ftftent with his oath and honour.” Their difeourfe being interrupted at that time by 
the coining of another perfon into the gallery, John Soufa and Paulo Kunha went out 
another way. Mr. Hoogftraten told his fecretary, Mr. Springapple, with a difcom-* 
poled look, “ What is the meaning of thefe dogs, do they take me for a traitor?” 
He was going on to fay more, -when Soufa and Kunlfit returning into the gallery, took 
him afde, and told him, “ That he might be fare every thing fhould be performed 
^.that had been pro.zifed him ; that il he wanted any money, he lliould have it imme- 
diately ; and for the reft, they would introduce him alone to the governor, to receive 
the confirmation of it from his own mouth.” Mr. Hoogftraten replied, “ What you 
dtefire is not in my power to perform, if I would never fo fain ; becaufe I am .promifed 
to have a commiflion of major immediately after my return, and then I lhall certainly 
be employed in another place.” During this parley, Mr. Vander Voerde entered the 
gallery in company with Mr. Andrew Vidal, who entertained him all the while the 
others were talking together, till Hoogftraten, taking his opportunity as they were 
walking together, whifpered Mr. Vander Voerde in the ear, “ I wilb I was well rid 
of them, to talk a little with you in private, for I know not what their Jefign is ; I 
am afraid they will either kill or detain me here.” Mr. Vander Voerde would willing- 
ly haVe made a reply, but could not, by rcalbn Soufa and Kunha, and Pedro Korea 
de Gama. (the lali of which underftood Dutch), were fo near ta in ; fo that he thought 
it the fafeft way to diffemble, and to pretend as if they had been talking 'about fomc 
* indifferent matter. Mr. Hoogftraten then told Soufa, that he had a great mind to pay 
a vifit to Donna Catherine de Melo, mother-in-law of Philip Pays Soufa ; 1 anfwered 
him, tljjft he would alk the governor, who having given his confent, Hoogftraten went 
thitherward with Soufa, and at his going out of the gallery, whifpered Vander Voerde 
again in the ear, w They have catched a mackerel, lor 1 intend to act the hypocrite to 
the life.” *As they were walking along the ftreet to Madam de Melo’s houfe, Soufa 
and Kunha repeated their former difcourle, endeavouring to encourage Mr. Hoog- 
ftraten, by hopes and proinifes of great reward, both from the King and governor, with 
vol. xiv. 5 g whom 
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whom they faid he lhould confer in private concerning the point in hand, and that in s 
the following manner. 

After* their return from Madam de Melo’s, to the houfe of Pedro Korea de Gama, 
where Vander Voerde expected their coming, Kunha" was to go privately to the 
governor, to agree with him, that when" Mr. Vander Voerde, Hoogftraten, Soufa, and 
Kunha, lhould come to fpeak with him, he lhould By his fecretary defire them to ftay 
a little while. In the meanwhile, Soufa was to alk Mr. Hoogftraten to take a glafs of 
wine with him, and under that pretence bring him to the chamber of the confefTor of 
the governor, where they were to have this private interview." Accordingly, Paulo 
de Kunha went t<j ; the governor, whilft Hoogftraten and Soufa were returning io 
Piedro Corre de Gama’s houfe ; when Soufa cntertainedTiim with nothing elfe, but 
the probability of fuccecding in their enterprife againft the Dutch Brazil, telling him, 
that the governor Itayed only for the coming of Salvador Korrea dc Saa and Benevides, 
who were expected with galions from Rio Janeiro, befides fome other fhips ; and 
that twenty-five hundred men were defigned for this expedition, befides thofe already 
in arms in Pernambuko, who were to be fent from the Bahia, and to be landed on the. 
Cape of St. Auftin ; “ this is,” faid Soufa, “ the governor’s requeft to you.” 

Scarce were they returned to the houfe of Piedro Korrea de Gama, when Andrew 
Vidal came and, told them, that the governor was ready to receive them ; fo*they went to 
the palace, where they were no fooner come within the anti-chamber, but the governor’s 
fecretary came to defire them to tarry a little, the governor being bufy with clofing 
fome letters. So, whilft fome Portuguefe were entertaining Mr. Vander Voerde near 
the window, fays Soufa to Mr. Hoogftraten, “ Come, fhall you and I take a glafs of 
wine in the meanwhile ?” "Which Mr. Springapplc, the fecretary of the embtfffy, 
underftanding, told him, that he would go along with them ; but Paulo de Kunha, and 
fome other Portuguefe, taking him afide, kept him in difeourfe, whilft Mr. Hoogftraten 
was conducted by Soufa into the confeftor’s chamber. * 

Within a few minutes after, the governor, Antonio Tclles de Sylva, entering the 
room, faluted Mr. Hoogftraten very courteoufly, and fetting himfelf in a chair near 
him, ordered the chamber to be locked, nobody being prefent befides themfelvcs, btil 
Soufa. The governor then told Mr. Hoogftraten, that he had always taken a particular 
notice of his character, of his being a friend to the Portuguefe, that he hoped he 
would continue in the fame opinion, and would not refufe the offer made him by Don 
John de 'Soufa, in the King’s and his name; their intention being not to enter into a 
war with the Dutch, but only to repoffefs themfelves of what of right belonged to the 
prefent King of Portugal, Don John TV. and that if Count Maurice of Naffau had 
ftayed any longer in this country, he himfelf would have been inftrumental in bringing 
this matter about. Mr. Hoogftraten anfwered the governor, that he lhbuld be^laid to 
under ftandvrhat it was he could ferve him in. “You have,” fays he, “ underftood 
that from Mr. Soufa, and I defirc you to turn abfolute Portuguefe.” Mr. Hoogftraten 
told him it was beyond his power, becaufe immediately after his return, he lhould be* 
provided with a major’s commiflion, and confequently not be employed in the fame 
place : unto which the governor replied, “ You need not queftion any place q£ honour 
or profit among us, but it will perhaps not be convenient to difeourfe together upon 
this point at prefent, for fear Mr. Vander Voerde lhould fufpedl us : but 1 intend to 
fend two ambaffadors (of which Mr. Paulo de Kunha is to be one)* to your govern- 
ment, who fhall be empowered to treat with you further upon this account. And,” 
lays he, giving his hand to Mr. Hoogftraten, “ reft allured, in the name of the King 

my 



nieuhoff’s brazil 


779 

mymafter, that whatever Mr. Paulo deKunha lhall promife you, will be punctually 
obferved and performed.” ' 

Then the governor took his leave, telling him that he would not detain him any 
longer, for fear of creating a fufpicion in his cqlleague, and fo retired into his own 
apartment. But Mr Hoogftr&ten and John de Soufa were no fooner returned from 
thence, but the governor lent for the faid Mr. Hoogftraten and his colleague Mr. Van- 
der Voerde, to confer with them/ concerning their propofals, made in the name of 
the council ol the Dutch Brazil : as they were walking thither, Mr. John de Soufa 
told again to Mr. Hoogftraten., with a low voice, “ And why are you obliged to accept 
of the major’s commiifion ? It is an eafy matter for you to tell them, that you would 
rather continue governor of the place where you now are ; and be/atisfied, that when 
you come among us, that you will not want any employment fit for a good foldier as 
you are.” Mr. Hoogftraten being not a little moved with this difeourfe, was more 
delirous to get aboard their veflel, as foon as poftiblc he might, to get an opportunity 
of communicating the whole matter to Mr. Vander Voerde ; which he did accordingly, 
as foon as they were entered the cabin, the door of which he ordered to be locked 
* immediately. 

In the meanwhile, viz. the 5th pf July, it was debated in the council of the Dutch 
Brazil, whether, for the fecurity of the country, they lliould not want the affiftance of 
the Tapoyefs, under their King, John Duvvy, dwelling in Rio Grande ; who for that 
purpofe had gathered a good body near Kunhau, ejpecially fince the Portuguefe com- 
mitted all manner of barbarities againft the Dutch, and, had fummoned the barbarians 
called Rondelas, from the Bahia. 

But conlidering the devaftations which mull' needs enfue upon the march of thofe 
barbarous people in the Hat country, it was thought convenient not to come to any 
certain refolution upon this point, until they had ad filed with Lieutenant-colonel Haus, 
to whom a letter was difpatchcd immediately upon that account. * 

1 On t: - 7th of July, the faid Mr. Ilaus lent word to the council, that he intended to 
march the. fame day from Moribeca, and after being joined with Captain John Blaar, 
to attack the enemy at St. Lawrence ; but by another letter of the 1 6th, written by 
Captain Blaar, they were informed that the rebels continued very ftrong at St. Law- 
rence, expetting a certain reinforcement ffom the Matta, where they had forced the 
people to take up arms for them ; deliring a fuccour of fifty men, to drive them from 
thence. Hereupon the council difpatched meflengers both to Blaar and Haus, ordering 
■them to join their troops, and to rout the rebels near St. Lawrence, on which, in a great 
meafure depended the prefervation of the Dutch Brazil. 

The 7th of the fame month the council received alfo a letter from Lie itenant Flem- 
ming,, dated at Pojuka, in which he advertifed them, that he had received ^certain 
intelligence, that Kamaron was marching againft him, and that two companies were 
already ‘come to the fugar-mill of Pikdora. Hereupon oru -rs were fent him, that if 
he found himfclf not in a condition to keep the monaftery for want of proyi lions, he 
fhould, at the approach of Karamon’s troops, retire to St. Antonio, the better to make 
head againft the enemy. The fame day Enfign Iiartftein marched with 1 detachment 
of ninaty foldiers and thirty, Brazilians, of the garrifon of the Receif any itamarika, to 
Ajama and Jegoaribi, in quell of the rebels, but meeting with none, returned about 
noon, ahd the fame evening directed his march towards Haus. ' 

The 8th of July, the council having received advice from Haus that they intended 
the fame day to march from the fugar*mill of St. John Fernando Vieira to attack the 
rebels of St. Lawrefice, if they would abide his coming, it was refolved to fend as 
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many forces as poffibly they could fpare to his relief, confulering that the preferva* 
tioxj of the whole Dutch Brazil* depended on the fuccefs of this expedition ; and accord- 
ingly two companies of foot, of Mucheron and Blaar, were ordered to march thither, 
not queftioning but that before their arrival Haus would be joined by Captain John 
Blaar ; and in cfteft the next following day they received advice from Mr. Haus, that 
he was ready to join with the faid Blaar. 

The 10th of july the council gave an account* by letters to Haus, what intelligence 
they had received concerning the poffure of affairs in St. Antonio and Pojuka, with orders 
to fend as many iirelocks and Brazilians as he could poffibly fpare* to their relief, to keep 
the paflage from St. Antonio to Pojuka and Serinham open ; without which, all com- 
munication betwixtjihem and the Receif would b<*cut off by the enemy. Two letters 
of John Fernandes Vieira and Antonio Kavalkanti were the Tame day read in council, in 
which they complained of the feverity of the two lafl proclamations, but were not thought 
fit to be anfwered ; efpecially frncc Amador d’Araouje had about the fame time retired 
from the pafs of Pinderama. * 

Two days before, viz. that the council had received letters from Mr.Hoek, dated the 
25th of June, at Rio Grande, intimating that hitherto there had not happened any com- * 
motions in thofe parts; that, however, he had difarmed the Portuguese, and that the 
Tapoyers appeared to be well inclined to the government. Orders were font him to cul- 
tivate a good underftanding with, the Tapoyers, for which purpofe they feftt fome pre- 
fents to John Duwy, their King, and that the council approved his dilhrming' the Portu- 
guefe. On the fame day Father Imanuel, Lewis Bras, lmanuel Ferdinand de Sa, Kaf- 
par de Mendoza, Furtado, and Jeronymo de Rocha, all Portugucfe inhabitants of the 
Dutch Brazil, delivered their petition to the council, requeuing that the time of fix 
days, appointed by the lafl proclamation for the wives and children of the revolted 
Portugucfe to leave the country, being expired, they might be allowed to flay in then- 
habitations at leafl till the ways, which at that time were rendered unpartable by the 
overflowing of the rivers, werefomewhat mended. But confideriiTg ta that the Portugucfe 
rebels forced the inhabitants by threats and other unufual methods to take up arms 
againfl the government, their requeft was not granted. 

The 13th of July, the council were advertifed by letters from Haus, dated the 12th, 
that he had paffed the river Kapivaribi, and marching through the Matta to the fugar- 
mills of Arnao d’Ollanda, had met with four hundred rebels, who at the approach of his 
troops were fled to Moribeca, with the lofs of fome of their men, from whence they - 
might, Without any opposition, march to the Matta of Brazil, and that he was ready to 
march direftly to St. Lawrence, whtfre he would exped the further orders of the coun- 
cil. They immediately difpatched their orders to him to purfue and rout the flying 
rebels*with all poffible Speed before they could make head again, which done, heAould 
fix his head-quarters in luch a place where he was fure he might be fupplied with pro- 
vifions out of the adjacent country ; their magazines being fo exhaufled, as not to be in 
a condition to fupply his troops. Haus had already in fome meafure taken effedual care , 
of this point, having in the meanwhile fent a reinforcement of one hundred foot, and a 
company of Brazilians, under the command of Captain Tallo, to Mr. Ley, governor of 
Moribeca and- St. Antonio. The council all'o ordered tiro governor of the Cape of 
St. Augullin to (Lengthen the fort with pallifadoes ; and at the fame time received ad- 
vice from Mr. Ley from St. Antonio, that the rebels under Amador d’Ardouje and 
Pedro Marinha Falkao, had ported themfelves within fight of them, iA the new fugar- 
mill, but as foon as he received'the expe&ed fuccours, he did not queftion to chafe them 
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from thence, Atnador d’Araouje having jn vain attempted to ..force thofe of Pojuka, to 
take up arms againft the government. ' 

He received alfo intelligence from Mr. Carpentier out of Goyana, that* things re- 
mained in quiet there as yet : but whilft Ilaus was b'ufy in making head agaiuft the 
rebels in the Vergea, Petro Marinho Falkao having declared himfelf head of the rebels 
of Pojuka, had gathered a body fullijient to block up the garrifon of St. Antonio, who 
had no other lupplies of provision, but what they received from the circumjacent 
country ; fo that the coun.il being fenfible of the danger, font immediate orders to 
Haus, to haften to the .relief* of that place; who, accordingly directed his march the 
fame night to the fugar-mill of Lewis Bras, leaving Captain Wiltfchut with a com- 
pany of foldiers, and all the* lick, behind at St. Lawrence. # { 

The council received alfo advice by letters from Paul de Linge, dated the 12th of 
July at Parayba, that things were as yet quiet thereabouts, but that with much ado he 
had hitherto kept the Brazilians, inhabiting the villages, from plundering the Portu- 
guefe inhabitants, who were extremely diffatisfied, becaufe fomc of the Brazilians and 
Tapoyers, that had done them confiderable mifehief, were difeharged out of cuftody. 
They ordered him to take all poffible care to keep both the Brazilians and Dutch in- 
habitants, who were both for plundering the Portuguefe, from doing any mifehief to 
them ; for w;hich reafon the council fent the following proclamation to be publilhed 
there : 

A Proclamation. 

“ We the members of the great council, having received frequent complaints, that 
many of the faithful inhabitants of the country, who lately have taken a new oath of 
allegiance to the government, are plundered and robbed by the foldiers and volunteers; 
and being refolved to maintain them in the pofieffion of their eftates and goods, have 
for that reafon granted them fafeguards, and taken them into our peculiar prbteftion ; 
do hereby forbid ah oar officers and foldiers, as well as the other inhabitants under our 
jurifdi&ion, jio attempt to plunder any of the inhabitants, provided with fuch fafeguards, 
or to indamage them any otherwife, either in their goods or perfons, upon pain of 
corporal punimment.” . 

The 15th of July in the evening, the council was advertifed by Mr. Ley, that the 
rebels had killed feme foldiers of the garrifon of St. Antonio, that were fent abroad to 
fetch fome cattle from the fugar-mill Gurapou, and had fo clofely blocked up the 
place, that no provifion could be brought thither ; and as they were not provided with 
neceflaries for above a few days longer, they were In the utmoft danger of being loft. 
Lieutenant-colonel Haus being expected the fame evening with his troops at St. Law- 
rence$8>rders vgere difpatched thither for him go to either : u perfon, or at leaft to fend as 
many abl§ foldiers as he could bring together, under the command of Captain John 
Blaar, to*the relief of St. Antonio, the council being of opinion, that the fafety of the 
- Cape of St. Auftin, and of all the fouthern provinces, depended on the prefeevation of 
this place ; for which reafon, they alfo ordered Captain Falho, who was expefled 
about the fame time with a company of foldiers, and as many Brazilians . Moribeca, 
to niardh dire&ly to St. Antonio, and to ftay there till further orders ; »of all which 
they fent advice to Mr. Ley, and Mr. lleck. Haus having, purfuant to thefe orders, 
direfted nfc. inarch to St. Antonio (notwithftanding the wearinefs of his foldiers, 
tired by a tedious march), Pedro Marinho Falkao had no footer notice of his 
approach, but he raifed the blockade of St. Antonio, ’and with his body of rebels 
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gathered out of the three diftrifts of St. Antonio, Pojuca, and Moribeca, to the num- 
ber of fix hundred, joined with the rebels in the Vergea of Moribeca. 

The 1 7th of July, the council were, advertifed by Haus in a letter dated at Moribeca', 
that having received a meffage frotn Mr. Ley and Mr.,Heck out of St f Antonio, with 
advice, that in Puerto de Gallinas two boats with ammunition were landed by Pedrb ' 
de Kunha, he had fent thither Captain John Blaaf, and Enfign Hartftein, with a good 
body of his ableft foldiers and Brazilians, he himfclf not being in a condition to fojlow 
with the reft, difabled by their late marches ; for which reafoq, he had put them into ' 
quarters of refrdhment in Moribeca, where he would -ekpeft .their further orders, as 
not judging his prefence neceffary at the Receif, now the enemies were fled before 

^1. « .. ..... 

Orders were thereupon difpatched to him by the council the 19th of July, to keep 
his head-quarters in Moribeca, the better to keep a watchful eye over the rebels that 
were retired into the woods ; and to be the nearer at hand to fuccour either St. An- 
tonio or Pojuka, for which Moribeca lay very convenient ; but if* the enemy fhould be- 
come too Itrong for him, he fhould retreat towards the Receif. Advice alfo was fent 
him that Amador d’Araouje, Pedro Marinho Falkao, John Pais, and Kabral, were, 
with the rebels they had gathered in St. Antontio ‘and Pojuka, ^piarched the day before 
in the morning from D’Ingenio Moreno Gardo, to join their troops with thofe of John 
Fernandes Vieira. ' . 

The council likewife receded feveral letters from John Hoek, Rudolph Baro, and 
James Rabbi, dated the 5th, 6th, and 7th of July, concerning the prefent ftare of 
affairs in Rio Grande, and that they being threatened with an invafion by Kamaron oh 
the fouth-fide, and by the Brazilians of Siara and Maranhaon from the north, .they 
had difarmed all the Portuguefb and laid up their arms in the forts of Keulen. They 
had alfo; by the advice of King John Duwy, taken into cuftody a certain Portuguefe 
called Antonio Vetallo,Jwith his fon, being accufed by the find KingJDuwy of having had 
a hand in the murther committed upon the Dutch in Siara, and in the confpiracy of the 
rebels. They further complained of the ill practices of the Portuguefe,' who fought 
by all paeans poflible to oppress the Dutch thereabouts ; adding withal, that King 
Duwy was ready with his Tapoyers to fall upon the Portuguefe, as foon as he received 
orders for that purpofe, which had made many of the Portuguefe fly out of Parayba. 

About the fame time, near one thoufand Brazilians, viz. three hundred and fixty 
nine mpn, the reft women and children, being fled for fhelter into the ifle of lta- _ 
marika, where they wdre maintained out of the magazines, it was refolved the 21ft 
of July by the council, to fend thither Mr. Liftry, to take effectual care to eafe the 
company of that burthen, that they might be engaged to provide themfelves out of 
their refpeftive Aldeas. Things were as yet quiet about that time in It£pnarikaj$Jxoyana 
and Parayba, by the good conduct of Mr. Paul Vander Linge, governor of the 4 $. 
For as foon as the fire of rebellion began to break out in the Vergea, Pojuka, and 
in Olinda, the council being advertifed that they ought to keep a watchful eye ove* 
thofe of Parayba, where feveral were fufpefted of being confcious of the defign, they 
fent the 13th of July Paul de Linge, one of the aflefiors in the court of juftice thither, 
with an ample comtniflion, to endeavour to keep the inhabitants in obediencS, and to 
aft for that purpofe, as he fhould find it moft conducive to the public fecurity. He was 
no fooner arrived there, but he made it his chief care to provide the forts with fufficient 
garrifons, ammtmition, and provifions, which he took from the fhips then lying in the 
road, behind the Red Land : he further took care to fecure all the fufpefted perfons, 

and 
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and furhmoned the reft to take a new oath of allegiance to the government, which 
they did accordingly. ^ 

The council ufed the fame precaution in the diftricl of Pojuka, in the Vergea, 
.Garaflu, and Goyana, where • they obliged fuch of the v inhabitants as had not left 
their dwelling-place'; o take a new oath of obedience. But the late fuccours fent 
thither from the Bahia fruftrated-. al 1 «thefe endeavours. 

t)n the 24th of July, Mr. Ley came with credentials from St. Antonio to the council, 
unto whom he made the following propofitions. 

I . That wher'eas feveral yo’ung and able men, living near St. Antonio, had not 

lifted theinfelves purfuant to the proclamation iflued for that purpofe, they defired 
orders might be fent for all thofe living in the jurifdidfion of Maurice’s Town and 
St. Antonio in the open country, to be obliged to take up arms for the defence of the 
country. " « 

II. To oblige all fuch young men as were not able to ferve as volunteers, at their 
own charge, to lift themlelves for foldiers, and to inftrudl them in martial difei- 

• pline. 

III. That perhaps it might not be unadvifeable to draw the garrifon out of Porto 
Calvo, to appear the more formidable in the field. 

IV. To divide our land-forces into two bodies, the better to maintain theinfelves 
in the open country ; whereas now, upon the leaft motion of the enemy, our whole 
force was obliged to follow them ; and that the garrifon of St. Antonio Ihould be 
reinforced with fuch a number, as to be able to fend abroad a good party, for the 
conveniency of fetching the neceffary provifions out of the country. 

’After mature deliberation, the council was of opinion as to the 

lit. That the young inhabitants of St. Antonio, Pcquka, and Moribeca, ought not to 
be forced to ferve in the fiyrt St. Antonio. . • 

2d. f^at they w.*ld empower Mr. Ley and Heck to take as many of the young men 
as voluntarily offered theinfelves into the fervice for four months, at nine gilders per 
month, and one month’s advance-money. 

3d. They were abfolutely again!! the leaving of the fort Porto Calvo, but that it 
ought to be defended to the utmoft. • 

4th. What concerned the dividing of their land-forces in two bodies, they would advife 
with Colonel Haus, but they approved of the propofed reinforcement of the garrifon of 
St. Antonio, for reafons by them alledged. 

Lieutenant Hans Vogel, by his letters dated the 18th and 27th of July, at Ser’egippo del 
Rey, advifed the council, 'hat he had fent a detachment towards Kamaroa, who could 
not ggt fight either of any Portuguefe or Brazilians, but that they had taken a fingle 
Portuguefe, \tho was charged with letters to be carried to Rio St. Francifco. He told 
them that Kamaron with fome troops was marched through Rio St. Francifco into the 
captainfhipof Seregippo del Rey; and that three or fourfmallvelfcls or caravans, with fome 
troops under the command of Andrew Vidal, were failed from the Bahia to Maranhaon 
and Siara. He likewife fent the letters found upon the faid Portuguefe to the council, 
by which it appeared that the firlt foundation of this revolt had been lai • among thofe 
of the Bahia, or, at leaft, ’that they had been made privy to it, and that they had pro- 
vided thefe fuccours ; for, among others, there was a letter from the bifliop of that, 
place, to a certain friar of the Receif, in which he told him, that he hoped to be with 
him before long; whereupon the fifcal was ordered to examine the matter, in order to 
find out the bottom of this correfpondency betwixt theie two clergymen. 
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In the meanwhile the Tapoyere of Rio Grapde, (according to Mr. Linge's letter- of 
the 19th of July*) had murdered thirty-five Portugucfe in the fugar : mills of Kunha, 
who being of the nujnber of thofe that had furrendered their arms, purfuant to the pro- 
clamation, this caufed nofnffll terror among the reft of the Portugucfe thereabouts, and 
efpecially in Parayba, wl^ere they left their habitations ; fo that, it being to be feared 
they would affociate with the rebels, under pretence of felf-defencc, Mr. Linge defired 
a reinforcement of foldiers to keep the Tapoyer6 in awe. The council therefore com- 
manded Mr. Aftellen and Captain William Lanfbert, with his company of foot, befides 
twenty fuzileers, and a detachment of fifty men out of the garrifon^ of Parayba and 
Rig Grande, to take care of the Tapoyers, and to condud them to the Receif; Jacob 
•I^abhi their commander was ordered to march along with them, and Rudolph Raro ap- 
pointed to provide them quarters upon the road. 

*Haus having by this time fufficiently*refrefhed his troops, writ a letter, dated the firft 
of Auguft, to the council, in which he defired their orders to%o in queft of the rebels, 
and to attack them before they could be reinforced with their expected fuccours ; 
which being granted him, he attacked them in D’Ingenio of Balthazar Moreno, with fuch 
fuccefs, that he beat them from place to place,* till on the 3d of Auguft they retired to 
their intrenchment upon a high fteep hill, acceffible only in oneplace. Notwitliftand- 
ing which, he, relying upon the bravery of his foldiers, and hoping thereby to put an 
end to the war, attacked them vigoroufly in this advantageous poll ; but the rebels 
being fuperior to him both in number and in the ftrength of their camp, his foxes were 
repulfed with the lofs of one hundred men (fome fay five hundred), among whom wa§^ 
Captain Lor. After this defeat, Haps, being fenfible that the enemy expected daily a 
frefh reinforcement from the Bahia, retired to the Receif, where he knew his troops 
were abfolutely necefiary for the defence of the place. 

On the firft of Auguft, Gonfalvo Kabral de Kaldos was |>y the court of jufticc con- 
demned to death, having, at the inftigation of John FernafidesJ^ipira, undertaken to 
head the rebels in the captainfhip of Goyana. The fame fate attended one Thomas Pais, 
an inhabitant of Tienpio, who had endeavoured to raife fome troops for the faid John ^ 
Fernandes Vieira. The fame day the great council received advice out of Serinham, 
(the letters being fent privately in the night-time in a fmall boat- down the river to the 
lea-fide,) that the rebels began to be very numerous thereabouts, that they were mailers 
of the river, had ftaved all the boats, and plundered D’Ingenio Formofa, where they 
carried away the negroes, and killed the beafts belonging to the Dutch, but fpared 
thofe of the Portuguefe. The council being fenfible that nothing but force would be 
able to reduce thefe rebels to their duty, and that they were from time to time rein- 
forced from the Bahia, whereas the Dutch troops diininifhed daily, they refolved the 
firft of Auguft to fend Mr. Balthafar Vander Voerde, counfellor of jufticc, to Holland, 
to reprefent to the council of Nineteen there the true ftate of the alfairs of the Dutdfe 
Brazil, and^ to folicit prompt fuccours. Accordingly the faid Mr. Vander Voerde 
having taken his leave of the council, fet fail the next day with the reft of the fliips that * 
lay- ready to fail for Holland, being inftru&ed with fufficient power and credentials frnm 
the-council, as follows : 

Mr . Vander Voerdcn fent with a Credential into Holland . 

u Moft noble, honourable, and moft prudent Lords, 
cc Notwithftanding the rebels make not the leaft ufe of the royal authority, but cover 
ch<?ir revolt with the cloak of godly liberty, we were always oi opinion that this rebel- 
lion 
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lion of our Portuguese inhabitants has nftt onjy been undertaken wilth the confent of, the 
King of Portugal, or at leaft of his governor of the Bahia, but alfo ericouraged and fo- 
mented by his authority and conduct : for hoW can it be fpppofed ! that Kamaron, Henry 
I.)ias, and the other t .ng-leadeVs, fhould have dared to attempt to attack us bv force of 
arms without his approbation ? It was likewife our conftarii opinion, confidering the 
prefertt unfettled ftate of Portugal, *an 4 the alliance betwixt, that King and the ftates of 
Holland againft Spain, that he would be fore never to acknowledge the tranfa&ions of 
the heads of the rebellion, and the foccours fent them, to have been done by his au- 
thority, left the breaon of faith and all its ill confequences might be one time or other 
laid at his door, till he thought himfelf fore in the entire conqueft of the Dutch Brazil. 
Our guefs has' fince proved more than too true ; for Antonio Telles de la Sj%a, 
governor of the Bahia, (as is evident from his a^fwer to our letters here inclofed) denies 
to have had the leaft knowledge, much lefs any hand, in the contrivance or conduft of 
this confpiracy ; laying the blame of this inforrettion upon their ring-leaders, who re- 
fufed to obey his orders, and offering to fend certain commiffioners to appeafe the fury 

• of the rebels ; and in cafe they fliould refofe to comply, to force them by the King’s 
authority to lay down their arms. ,But how little agreeable this offer of putting an end 
to this rebellion, is tcfflis real intention, is apparent out of the report made by Mr. Van- 
der Voerde and Captain Dieterick Hoogftraten, under-written by their ow r n hands; 
in which you will find thefe exprels words of the governor : ‘ That the Brazilians and 
negroes were difoanded by His Majefty of Portugal’s particular order.’ The abftrads 

*>of the feveral inclofed letters fent from the Bahia, and taken from the meffenger by our 
forces in Seregippo, will put it beyond all doubt,* that feveral inhabitants of the Bahia, 
and among them the bilhop himfelf, had already in May laft fome knowledge of the in- 
tentions of John Fernandes V ieira, and his accomplices ; add to this, the depofitions of 
Captain Dieterick Hoogftraten, fobfcribed by himfelf, concerning the propofilions made 
to him ir nrivate, w'uiMthewas managing the company’s bufinefs there, in the quality of 
one of Siir. deputies ; which as it dire<EUy contradicts the governor’s anl’wer to us, to it 

• unravels the whole fecret of his real intentions. And forafmuch as all thefe things are 
fuffkient forewarnings to us, that the rebels will be conftantly fopplied from the Bahia, 
whereas we on the contrary mult expeCt to bfe weakened more and more in every refpeCt, 
we judged it abfolutely neceffary and requifite for the fervice of our ftate, to fend to you 
the members of the council of Nineteen, Mr. Balthafar Vander Voerde, counfellor in 
our court of juftice, to give you a verbal account of the deplorable ftate of our affairs 
here in a more ample manner than the fame may be expreffed in writing, not queftion- 
ing, but Your Lordfhips will thereby be encouraged to fend us a fpeedy and fofficient 
fuccour, to re-eftablifh our affairs here, and to deliver your faithful fobje&s from the 
imminent danger that threatens no lefs than the ruin and lofs of their lives and eftates, 
*and defiring you to give a favourable reception to the mid Mr. Balthafar Vander 
Voerde. 

Receif, the ad of Aug. 1645.” 

Immediately after the departure of the two before-mentioned envoy§, Mr. Vander 
Voerde, and Captain Hoogftraten out of the Bahia, being the 20th of July, the go- 
vernor, Antonio Telles de Sylva, ordered all the fea and land men thft could be got to- * 
gether in hafte,* to be embarked in twelve fhips ready fitted out for that purpofe, with 
neceffary ammunition, arms, and provifion, for the intended invafion. Hieronymo Ser- 
rao de Payva had thd fopreme command over the fleet, as the Colonels Martin Soares 
Moreno and Andrew Vidal de Nigreiros had over the land-forces, both officers in the 
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fervice of the King of Portugal. * r J^he orders given to- the admiral by the governor, 
dated the 20th of July, contained in fubftance, that the great council of the Dutch Brazil 
haying notified to him the infurre&io^ of the Portuguefe inhabitants of PernambukO, he 
had judged it expedient equip his fleet, in order to put a* fpeedy flop to th$e diforders, 
becaufe he was willing to comply with the faid council’s requeit, in relped of the fincere 
ffiendfhip and correfpondency betwixt the crown of Portugal and them,, which he had 
ftritt orders from His Majefty to obferve ; whereas it is evident, that the great council 
of the Dutch Brazil, in their letter to Salvador Korrea fle Saa Benavides, of the 1 3th 
of Auguft, exprefsly declare, never to have defired any aflidance'from the governor of 
the Bahia, againft the rebellious Portuguefe inhabitants. 

$he farther inftru&ions given to the faid Admiral Payva were, that he fliould di- 
rcftly fleer his courfe from the Bahia to Pernambuko, keeping about twenty or thirty 
leagues diftance at fea, from the fliore : that coming to the tenth degree he fliould 
approach to the Ihore, and if he found the wind to blow hard from the fouth, before 
he came to the before-mentioned height, he fliould be very careful not to pafs beyond 
the land’s point in the night-time. After having taken a view of the country, he 
fliould, with the advice of his beft pilots, endeavpur to land his men in the mod 
fecure place he could meet with thereabouts, either at Una, Legamar, orTamandare; 
being three leagues to the fouth of the ifle of Alexo. But if they could not make 
any of thefe harbours, they fliould enter at Porto Dofler, Nambous, or Lugamar of 
Marakaipe, lying two leagues to the north of Alexo. But if, notwithftatiding all their 
endeavours, they alfo fliould mil's their aim in thofe places, to make themfelves 
mafters of Porto de Gallinhas, and tb land their men betwixt that place and Barra 
Grande. After they had landed their men, with the necelfary ammunition and pi’o- 
vifioi\s, he Ihould fet fail to the bhy of Pernambuko, in order to deliver with his own 
hands the governor’s letter to the lords of the great council. 

Accordingly the faid fleet fet fail towards the latter end of Jtrly from the Bahia, 
and in a few days after arrived in the bay of Tamandare, betwixt the tfveris Olna 
and Formofa, about four or five leagues beyond Alevo and Serinham. They were 
no foonen come to an anchor there, but the Colonels Martin Soares Moreno and 
Andrew Vigal deNigreiros landed the 281 11 of July one thoufand eight hundred or t\Vo 
thoufand landmen, among whom were many reformed officers well appointed, and 
great ftore of arms, ammunition, and other neceflaries. 

The 1 ft of Auguft, towards evening, three fliips with five fmall veflels appeared 
in fight of the Receif, fleering their courfe to the north, whereupon the council dif- 
patched their immediate orders to the two fliips, the Zoutlandia and the Zealandia, 
to make all the fail they could after them, to obferve what courfe they fleered, and 
to prevent their landing of men. About the fame time an advice-boat 'arrived from 
Admiral Lichthart, with letters to the council, intimating, that he had feen* the faid* 
fliips, and. that he fuppofed their intent to be, to land fome men on the fouth of the 
cape of St. Auftin, for which reafon he defired them to fend him fome fliips, and grant 
him leave to take as many of the garrifon of St. Antonio as he fliould judge necelfary 
to attack the enemy; of all which immediate notice was gjven to the northern parts, 
to be upon their guard againft any fudden furprife. . 

* But the next following day thofe fliips being got out of fight, feveral yvafters of 
fmall veflels, that had been near them at fea, reported, that tj?ey were heavily freighted, 
fliips, which by the ftrong north winds were forced near the fliore, fo thatr.it was 
concluded that they had fleered their courfe towards Portugal. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after, Admiral Pay va fet fail froaj the bay of Tamandare, and meeting 
with the fleet under the command of Admiral Salvor Korrea de Saa Benavides, which 
was latterly failed out of the port of Rio Janeiro; he returned with him into the faid 
harbour, aqd on St. Lawrence’s day with their joint forces failed from thence towa|ds 
die bay of Perndmhuko. " , . 

The firft news the council received of it was on the 1 tth of Auguil, by a mafter of 
a fmall veflel,’ called John Hoen, leoitnd for Seregippo del Rey, and by cominiflaify 
John Barents, with advice that they had feen a fleet of twenty-eight or thirty (hips off 
Una, or Rio Formofa, and* that three of them had purfued them, and difeharged 
forne of their guns upon them. Much about the fame time they received letters from 
Major Hoogftraten, from the cape of St. Aurtin, and the fort Vander Dufl'en, intimat- 
ing that Andrew Vidal, Henry Dias, and Paul de Kunha were landed at Una, %tid 
marching to Serinham, had made themfelves matters of the place, where they had 
given quarter to the Dutch, but cut to pieces all the Brazilians. The council here- 
upon took immediate care to fend l'onie ammunition and provifions to the faid cape, 
having already, for the better fecurity of that place, ordered Mr. Ley and Mr. Hoek, 
two days before, to leave the fort of St. Antonio, and to retire with the garrifon to 
the cape of St. Auttin, before they were enclofed by the enemy. That two (hips, the 
Deventer and the Elias, which were in the harbour unlading their goods and provi- 
fions brought along with them for the i’ervice of the company, werp ordered to be 
equipped immediately, in order to join with the other live (hips that lay at anchor in 
... the road, viz. the Utrecht, the Zcalandia, Ter Veer, the Zoutlandia, and the 
Golden-Doe. The fame night advice of all that was part: was fent to Colonel Haus, 
with orders to be upon his guard, and to retire with his troops to the fugar-mill belong- 
ing to Mr. Hoek, or any other convenient place, from whence he might be able to 
maintain a communication with the Receif. I.ctters were alfo difpatched to. Mr„Dor- 
mont in Itamarika, to Mr. Carpentier in Govana, and Mr. de Linge in Parayba, to 
advertifjfc them of the enemy’s arrival. r:*, 

To (upply the want of feamen, many labourers were prelfed on board the (hips, as 
were likewife thirty-five land-foldiers of Moucheron’s company, who had (polled their 
feet by their laft long march ; and out of ( thc fliip Elias were a thouiand pounds of 
gunpowder, and out of the Douchter fix hundred, fent a (bore for the ufe of the 
garrifon. 

Not long after dinner-time the enemy’s fleet, confiding of twenty-eight or thirty 
(hips, appeared ’in fight of the Receif, where they cart: anchor to the north of four 
of our (hips and a yacht, which lay in that road ;* fo that the next following night was 
fpent in ballafting the two (hips, the Elias and Deventer, and in fitting them for the 
fea. The next morning with break of day, the Pornguefe admiral who carried the 
white flag, fent Martinho de Rebeira and Balthafar de Caftilho, as his deputies, aboard 
the Dutch admiral Cornelius Lichthart, who brought four letters, viz. two from the 
governor of the Bahia, Antonio Telles de Sylva, the firft dated the 2 (ft, and the 
fecond the 2 2d of July; the third from the Portuguefe admiral, Salvador Korrea de 
Saa Benavides, and tne fourth from Jeronymo Sarrao de Pavia, datei .he 1 2th of 
Auguft ; befides another letter from the before-mentioned governor, directed to John 
Fernandes Vieira, Anthony Kavalkanti, and the other heads of the portuguefe rebels. 

Admiral Licjithart carried the faid deputies afhore, in order to deliver the letters 
to the council ; which being tranflated, wore read at the meeting of the council the 
14th of Auguft, as weH thofe of the governor from the 2 til, 22d, and 24th of July, 

^ it 2 as 
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as from Salvador Korrea de Saa Miitides, ’cQtnmpdore of the Portuguefe fleets, and 
Jeronymo Sarrao de Pavia, who lad landed Andrew Vidil with his men hear Rio 
Formofa. * 

«The firll letter was as follows : 

p The JirJi Letter t 

“ Purfuant to Your Lordlhips’ letter, and the propofitions made in your behalf by 
your deputies, Mr. Balthafar Vander Voerde, counfeljor of Juftice, aq,d Dieterick 
Hoogftraten, governor of the cape of St. Auftin, in which you Vequelted the recalling 
of the troops under Henry Dias ; I being defirous to fulfil my promife, fent to you 1 in 
my anfwer by the moil effectual means that I could poffibly think of, have fent the 
two colonels, Martin Soares Moreno and Andrew Vidal de Negreiros »(both perfons 
of unqueftionable conduct and prudence), to the captainihip of Pernambuko, with full 
power and inftruCtions to reduce the revolted Portuguefe to their due obedience, for 
which reafon alfo I have fent a letter to the faid rebels, to exhort them to the remem- 
brance of their duty, and to lay down their arms. Which, that it might prove the ' 
more effectual, I have fent thither fufficient force, .which may be ferviceable to Your 
Lordihips, to reduce thofe that remain obftinate to reafon, and to chafe the rebellious 
troops out, of your dominions. I hope that with God’s affiftance this nlay prove an 
effectual means ‘to quench the ‘fire of rebellion, to reftore the peace of Brazil, and 
to encreafe the good underflanding and friendihip which has been eilabliihed betwixt 

both thefe nations. We recommend you to God’s protection, remaining 

* 

“ Bahia, July 21, 1645. “ Your Lordlhips’ affectionate fervant; 

Antonio Telles de Sylva.” 

The fecond letter of the faid governor to the council runs thusT 

The fecond Letter. 

“ I have difpatched my orders to Colonel Jeronymo Sarrao de Pavia, captain-major 
of our fleet (which I have fent to your affiftance), to deliver thefe prefents to you, im- 
mediately after the landing of the forces aboard the faid fleet, and to offer in my name 
all the alftftance he is able to give you, purfuant to my command and Your Lordlhips’ 
requeft. I am very ready to embrace this opportunity to give you thefe marks of my 
zeal for your welfare, efpecially in contributing what in me lies to the reducing of your 
revolted fubjeCts to their obedience. Neither do I in the leaft queftion, but that by 
this expedient the flames of an inteftine war will be quenched, beyond all hopes of 
being ever rekindled hereafter ; and that I lhall have the fatisfa&ion of having been 
inftrumental to anfwer the expectation of Your Lordlhips, purfuant to the propo fols . 
made to me upon that account in your behalf. So recommending you to God’s pro- 
tection, I reft 

“ Your Lordlhips’ affectionate fervant, 

“ Bahia, July aa, 1645. Antonio Telles de^Sylva.” 

Befides thefe he fent another letter by Don Salvador Korrea de'Saa Benavides, 
admiral of the Portuguefe fleet; directed to the council of Dutch Brazil, as follows: 

V* 
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The third Lettogf. 

*« Whilft I was endeavouring to fatisfy the requeft made to me by your ambafladors, 
and btlfiedm embarking the forces deftgned for 5 our fervice, under the command*of 
the two colonels Martin Soares Moreqo and Andrew Vidal de Nigreiros, together with 
Colonel Jeronymo de Payva,' captain-major of the faid forces, Salvador Korrea de Saa 
Benavides, admiral of this Hate, and a member of the council of tranfmarine affairs, 
eftablilhed by authority of the King my mafter, happened to arrive, by God’s peculiar 
direction, tilth his fleet from “Rio de Janeiro, in the Bahia, in order to conduft them 
fo Portugal. But being defirous to redouble my efforts, as well in the conduft of his 
perfon as in the ftrength of his fleet, to render the whole more ferviceable to Your 
Lordfhips, I thought convenient to fend the faid admiral, with the fleet under his com- 
mand, in conjunction with the reft, to the revolted captainlhip ; not queftioning, but 
that, by his prudent condudt and authority, he will be very inftrumental in reftoring 
the peace in your dominions, according to our utmoft wilhes ; and I live in hopes, that 
this may ferve as real demonftrations of the good underftanding and friendlhip I am 
willing to cultivate betwixt thefe two ftates, both as a juft friend and good neighbour. 

I recommend you to God’s protection. 

. “ Your affectionate fervant, 

“ Bahia, July 25, 1645. * Antonio Telles de Sylva.” 

The chief contents of thefe letters tended to perfuade the great council of the Dutch 
Brazil, that the governor of the Bahia had, purfuant to the requeft made by the de- 
puties of the faid council to him, fent certain land-forces under the command of the 
two colonels Martin Soares Moreno and Andrew Vidal de Nigreiros, aboard the fleet 
commanded by Jeronymo Sarrao de Payva, in conjunction with the whole fleet of Rio 
de Janeiro, under the. conduct of Admiral Korrea, to aflift them both by fea and land, 
as is evident from the words of the preceding letters : he alfo requefted by his deputies, 
viz. Captain Martinho de Rebeira, and Auditor-general Balthafar de C.aftilho, that the 
great council would be pleafed to acquaint the King his mafter with it, in a particular 
letter from them to His Majefty. . 

What deferves our particular obfervation in his 1 letter to John Fernandes Vieira, and 
the reft of the rebels, is, that he calls them the King’s fubjeCts, unto whom he has fent 
this fuccour for their defence ; yet with this reftri&ion, in order to reduce them by all 
gentle means to their former obedience to the Dutch government. It being evident, 
that the propofitions made by our deputies to the’ Governor Telles, tended to no other 
purpofe than to engage him to recal Kamaron and Dias, and fuch others as were come 
to join with /.he rebellious Portuguefe, out of the Dutch Brazil, and, in cafe of refufal, 
to declare them rebels and enemies of the King of Portugal • but he, direftly contrary 
to the intention and requeft of the faid ' council, had, inftead of recalling them, fent 
thefe forces to their fuccours ; and, inftead of leaving them to the.difpofal of the coun- 
cil, had caufed them to be landed in a remote place, where the faid Kamaron and Dias 
were with their forces at that time. Neither was the council ignorant of their inten- 
tion, in fending a fleet info the road of the Receif at this juncture ; tending to no other 
end thqn to back the revolted rebels in their defign, and to encourage the reft to take 
up turns againft them. 

The council was fully fatisfied as to this point, when they received advice from the 
cape of St. puffin,- that the garrifon of Serinham had been forced to furrender to 
Andrew Vidal after hit landing thereabouts. 


Their 
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Their chief debate then turned upon? this poipt, by what means this flee^ might Joe 
removed from the road of the Reqaf and our coafts ; confidering, that the whole 
naval force of the Dutch then' ready to fail, coniifted only in five Ihips, viz. the Utrecht, 
Zealandia, Ter Veere, Zoutlandia, and the Golden-Doe, not very well manned, and but 
indifferently provided with ammunition, efpecially with pun-powder, and few foldiers 
could be drawn out of the neighbouring garrifons ; .whereas the Portuguefe fleet con- 
fifted at leaft in eight or ten flout Ihips, the admifal being a two-decked fliip, refeinbling 
at a diftance one of their large galleons ; fo that the attacking of .them appeared to be 
a hazardous enterprize. After mature deliberation, it wds unaniijioully reli&lved in the 
faid council, to return thanks to the Admiral Salvador Korrea de Saa Benavides, f<?r 
the, offered fuccours againft the rebels, and to tell him the reafons that obliged' us to 
deiire him to retire with his fleet out of our road, as will more at large appear out of 
the following letter : it was thought convenient to difpatch the faid letter immediately, 
and whilft we ftaid for his anfwer, to ule all poflible diligence in equipping the two be- 
fore-mentioned (hips, the Deventer and Elias ; that it the Portuguele refilled to comply 
with the council’s requeft, we might be in a condition to attack them, and to drive 
their fleet from our coaft, without which we law but little probability to make our 
party good againft the rebels, as long as they were ’backed by conilant iupplies from 
the Bahia. It was alfo taken into confideration, whether it were not expedient to de- 
tain one of the Portuguele deputies till luch time that Jeronymo Sarrao de Payva ftiould, 
according to the requeft of the council, come aftiore in the Roceif ; but this propnli- 
tion was rejected, for fear of furnifhing the Portuguele with a new pretence of flaying 
in our road : Mr. Gilbert de Wit and, Henry Moucheron, both members of the coun- 
cil of juftice, being ordered to carry the laid letter, they went aboard the Portuguese 
admiral the fame, evening, unto whom they delivered the following letter to Salvador 
Korrea de Saa Benavides. 

A Letter from the Council to the Portuguefe Admiral. 

“ We underftand, both out of Your Lordfliip’s letter, and thole of the Gi — ..... 

tonio Telles de Sylva, delivered to us by Captain Martin de Rebeira, and the Auditor- 
general Balthafar de Caftilho, as alfo by the verbal afluranccs given to us by them in 
your behalf, that your coming with the fleet into our road is with no other defign than 
to aflift us with your authority and council in bringing the rebels to reafon, for all which 
we return Cur hearty thanks to Y our Lordfhip. But at the fame time wc cannot forbear to 
reprefent to you, that the coming with fo confiderable a fleet at this juncture, gives us no 
fmall caufe ofjealoufy, not only becaufe we never requefted any fuch afliltance, but alfo by 
reafon that initead of recalling Kainaron and Henry Dias with their troops, the; two colonels 
Andrew Vidal and Martin Soares Moreno, have, under pretence of reducing thp rebels 
to obedience, landed their men and ammunition without our knowledge, in a far diftant 
place, and, confequently, for the defence of the revolted Portuguefe ; whereas (pur- 
suant to His Excellency the Governor’s promii’e to us) this reduction might ^iave been 
much better obtained by a fevere proclamation, to oblige them to return to the Balna ; 
or at leaft the before-mentioned colonels ought to have made* their firfl; addreffes to us. 
Thefe proceedings have, contrary to Y our Lordlhip’s intention, drawn this ilj confe- 
quence after them, that many of the ^inhabitants, imagining no otherwifq than‘this fleet 
was intended for the afliltance of the revolted Portuguefe, have alfo begun to take up 
arms, in order, to join with them; which obliges us to return our thanks to Your Eord- 
fliip for the offered fuccours, defiring you would be pleafed, with all poflible fpdjd,,Jlo 

retire 
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retire with 4 the fleet out of the road; which, as It will undeceive the inhabitants con- 
cerning the finifter interpretations of Your Lordlhip’s intentions, fo it will ferve as an 
effe&ual means to keep them in quiet, which at this juncture will work upon 08 a An- 
gular obligation. W hat relates to Your Lordlhipfs requefl to take in frefh water and 
fuel here, being ill-jnovided with both by reafon of your fudden departure from the 
Bahia, we lhoyld be very ready to conlply with it, were it not for the before-alleged 
reafons, and the badnels of the fealon, which would make it very tedious, which 
obliges us to beg your excufe for this time upon that account. His Excellency An- 
tonio Telles' de Sylva having told us in his letter that he had ordered Jeronymo Sarrao 
de Payva, immediately after the landing of the infantry under Martin Soares Moreno 
and Andrew Vidal, to give us in perfon a full account with what power he was in- 
( trusted by His Excellency, we delire Your Lordlhip to fend the faid Jeronymo Sarrao 
de Payva without delay to us, to confer with him concerning the inftrudion he has 
received from His Excellency, in relation to the fending and lauding of thefe officers 
and land-forces. For the refl, we refer ourfelves to our deputies, counfellors in our 
court of juftice here, unto whom we defire Your Lordfhip to give full credit, propor- 
tionable to their own merits and the truft we have repofed in them. God proted Your 
Lordlhip. 

“ Signed by Henry Hamel, 

• A. Van-Bullestraet, 

P. J. Bas, , 

J. Van Walbeck, 

G. i>e Wit, 

J. Albrecht, 

Henry ue Moucheron, 
J. Van Raesvelt,* 
and 

“ R $&?!{, Aug. 13, 1645. J. C. Lichthart.” 

This letter was pitched upon by the before-mentioned great c (Hindi, as the beft ex- 
pedient at this jundure, till, by the conjunction of the Deventer and Elias, we’ might be 
put in a probability of diflodging them by force, if they refufed to retire at the council's 
requeft. 

The 14th by break of day, we faw the whole Portuguefe fleet under fail, and for 
the moll part out of fight ; and confidering that the two boats, which carried both 
ours and the two Portuguefe deputies, would fcarce be able to overtake them, and 
that our deputies in their return were to give an account to our admiral on board his 
Ihip, whether, purfuant to the council’s letter, the Portuguefe admiral had confented 
to fend .Jeronymo Sarrao de Payva to the Receif, in order to open his inftrudions 
to the great council, which they had now all the reafon to believe he woujd not, they 
difpatched immediate orders to our admiral Lichthart, to make all the fail he Could "With 
the Ihips under his command, after the Portuguefe, to obferve their m-rions, and to 
endeavour to come up with the flag (hip, on board of which was the laid Jeronymo 
Sarrao, to defire him to return with his Ihips to the road of the Receif, iA order tp con- 
fer with #$he council in perfon, concerning his inftrudions. But after mature deliber- . 
ation, the whole proceedings of the Portuguefe, and the letters of the governor of the 
Bahia concerning the pretended redu&ion of the rebels, being looked upon as mete 
amufements, qrdets Were fent to our admiral Lichthart, to oblige all the Portuguefe Ihips 
he could meet with, to ftrike, and to treat them for the future like enemies. 


The 
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The 28th of Auguft, the council was advertifed by letters dated the 20th, at the fort 
of St. Margaret in Rio Grande, from the governor de Linge, that twelve of the enemies 
(hips, after having landed fome forces near Tamandare, were come into the bay of 
Traikona ; and that according to the depofition of a certain Portuguefe prifoner from 
on board the faid fleet, they intended tor land likewife fome men thereabouts, provided 
they might be joined by the rebels from the Mqtta*; but if they failed }.o come, they 
would return to the Bahia. Whereupon orders were fent to Mr. de Linge, to bring 
what forces he was able together, either of foldiers, Tapqyqrs, or Brazilians, to prevent 
their landing, and their conjunction with the rebels in that captainship. 

The next thing under debate was, whether it were not convenient to fend fome Ships 
sunder the command of Admiral Lichthart that way, to attack the Portuguefe ; after 
^various confutations, it was agreed, to ftay until all the fhips might be got ready for 
tiiat fervice, to fupply the want of feamen by good able labourers from the Receif, and 
fo to render ourfelves as formidable at fea as pofiibly could be. , 

In the meanwhile, the faid Admiral Lichthart fet fail the 1 ft of September with four 
fhips and a yacht only, he himfelf being in the Utrecht, but was forced by ftrefs of 
weather (in which the Zealandia loft a malt), and for fear of the rocks, to come to an 
anchor not for from the Portuguefe, who endeavoured to gain the wind of him. Mr. 
de Wit and Moucheron returned alfo with their boat, having not been able, by reafon 
of the violent winds to overtake the Portuguefe, but had put their deputies on board a 
fmall veflel to fail after their fleet. 

The fame day the council received letters from Mr. Hoogftraten, Ley and Heck, 
from the cape of St. Auftin, that the* enemies had polled themfelves in the fugar-mills 
Salgado, Surhague, and other places thereabouts; and becaufe the Portuguefe flebr, 
which had been feen off the bay *of Traikona, appeared again in fight of the Receif 
the fame Evening, it was thought expedient to order Admiral Lichthart immediately to 
go on board the Utrecht, and with that and the fhip Ter Veere -wad two fmallgr vclfels, 
to keep a watchful eye over the Portuguefe : care was alfo taken to get jhUfliip the 
Overyffel ready againft next day, not qiieftioning that when joined by this and the 
Zoutlandip and Goldfea-Doe, which were fent abroad for intelligence, they fhould be 
able to cope with the Portuguefe, or at lead to force them out of the road. The next 
morning early, the Portuguefe fleet might be plainly difeovered from the Receif, but 
our admiral was not able to ftir by reafon of the contrary winds; neverthelefs the 
Zoutland^a and the Ter Veere, which came from the fouth a cruifing, made all the fail 
they could to efcape the Portuguefe, # which they did, being much the nimbler failors, 
and joined our fleet. 

The 4th of September, Major Bayert and Mr. Volbergen complained to the council, 
that Mr. Vierbergen, Count Maurice’s fteward, had made it his bufinefs to give it out, 
that they being impowered to cut down certain trees, and fome part of the ftabling and 
gardens, for, the better fortifying of the fort Erneltus, had tranfgreffed their commiflion, 
in cutting* down many of the great trees, with an intention, as he faid, to ruin the whole 
plantation ; whereas they declared, that they had been very careful in preferring as 
much as pofiibly could be, all the largeft cocoa-trees that flood not in their way ; that 
by thefe rumours, the rage of the populace had been raifeef to that pitch that they had 
• much ado to appeafe them, they being for the cutting down not only of alj <he trees, 
but.alfo for the pulling down of the whole palace of Count Maurice j all which they 
deflred to be regiftered in the public records, to ferve them for a legal defence in due 
time and place. 
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In the mean-time our Admiral Lichthart being gone out in purfuit of the Portuguefe 
fleet, met with them in the bay of Tamandare, confiding of feven fhips, three fmaller 
veffels, and four barks, the reft being fent loadcn with fugar to Portugal. He was not 
as yet joined by all th ; fhips f/om the Receif; bi t being refolved not to let flip this 
opportunity of attacking the enemy, fent the 7th*of September advice to the great coun- 
cil, that being c,ome m fight of the enetfty’s fleet near the bay of Tamandare, confifting 
in all of eleven veffels, he was refolved to attack them there, defiring them to fend as 
many (hips as pollibly they could immediately. Hereupon it was refolved to join the 
two fhips the Dcvente- and Elias, with the Unicorn and Leyden, then lying ready in 
the. road and bound for Holland, and fuch tenders as were at hand, and to Tend them 
forthwith to the Admiral Lichthart. Purfuant to thefe refolutions, the whole next fol- 
lowing night was fpent in manning the faid {hips, but were the next morning detained 
for fome time by the contrary winds. 

The fame day orders were given to all the foldiers and inhabitants of the ifle called 
Antonio Vaez, to provide themfelves with balkets filled with earth ; and p ilifadocs 
, were planted from the point of the Receif next to the river, to the utmoft point near 
the fea-fide, and five great guns were planted upon a certain wreck, from whence they 
could command the fea-fhore as far as to the fort of five baftions. 

The 8th of September, the Dutch admiral hatting ordered the red flag to be put up, 
boarded the Portuguefe admiral carrying fixty guns and three hundred men : he be- 
haved himfelf very valiantly, having polled himfelf at the entrance of his cabin with a 
flaming fivord in his hand, wherewith he killed three or four, but having received feveral 
wounds, was at laft forced to yield. The reft of the fhips following the example of their 
admiral, had likewife boarded the Portuguefe fhips ; but thefe feeing the flag taken 
down from the admiral (a difmal fignal of her misfortune), they loft all hopes, and threw 
themitti .'es headlong into the lea, to efcapc the fury of the fire and fword ; whithef be- 
ing purfued by the Di'tgh in their boats, many perilhed. before they could reach the 
fhore. Above feven hundred Portuguefe were killed in- this action, befides a great 
number of prifoners, among whom was the admiral himfelf : three fhips were taken 
and fent to the Receif ; the reft were fet on fire, being not in a condition to be carried 
off,’ becaufe they had cut their, cables and wore run afliore, where the Portuguefe had 
planted fome cannon upon batteries, which fo annoyed our people, that fearing they 
might run aground within the reach of the enemy’s cannon, they fet fire to them, and 
with much ado got their fhips clear from among the fire Ives. After this engagement I 
returned to the Receif to take care of my affairs there, and the admiral fent an exprefs 
in a filher-boat, with the folk' wing letter to the council of the Dutch Biazi! : 


A Letter from the Dutch Admiral to the Council. 

« No fooner were the fhips Leyden, the yacht, and the Doe, arrived laft night, near 
•the point of Tamandare, but purfuant to the refult of the council of war, it was refolved 
ro enter the next morning within the bar, which was performed in the following order: 
fir ft the fhip the Utrecht admiral, fecond the Ter Veere, third the ZealandL, fourth the 
Overyfiel, fifth 'the Zoutlamlia, followed by the Doe and Leyden, and the yacht, the 
Unicorn ; the tenders being ordered to be at hand as occafion fhould require. Being _ 
come withlft the Jjar, we found the enemy feven fail ftrong, befides three fmall veffels 
and four barks j and that they had planted feveral pieces of cannon upon two batteries 
on the fea-fhore. We- received a. very warm falute both* from their fhips and batteries, 
and feveral vollie3» of fmall fhot; notwithftanding which, the fhip the Utrecht courage- 
vou XIV. 5 1 oufl y 
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oufly laid the Portuguefe admiral on board, after a Ihort but {harp difpute took the iliip- 
and the admiral’s flag : to be Ihort, the reft of our {hips behaved themfelves fo well, 
that foon after they forced the Portuguefe to quit their {hips ; God be praifed for this 
victory. Jeronymo Sarrao de Paiva the Portuguefe admiral is our prifoner, and at pre- 
fent in my {hip, being forely wounded^ whom I intend to deliver up to Your Lordfhips 
fo foon as I {hall come to the Receif ; in the 1 moan-while, 1 intend to fend back the 
Leyden and the Unicorn to-morrow morning, 'according to Your Loralhips dire&ions. 
And forafmuch as there is likely to be no more action hereabouts, the enemy having 
{Lengthened themfelves near the fea-lhore, I will the firft ‘opportunity return to the Re- 
ceif, where I hope to give in perfon a more ample account of the whole action ; I re- 
commend Your Lordfhips to God’s prote&ion. In hafte, 

** Your Lordfliips’ fervant, 

« From the {hip the Utrecht, within the Cornelius Lichthart.” 

“ bay of Tamandare, September 9, 

“ 1645-” 

The Portuguefe admiral Sarrao de Payva, in his letter dated the j 8th of September, 
gave the following account of his engagement to * the two colonels Martin Soares Mo- 
reno and Andrew Vidal Negreiros : * 

* * 

The Portuguefe Admiral* s Letter to Andrew Vidal. 

“ It being the general difeourfe here in the Receif, which is likewife come to my 
ears, that it is reported by you there* how the Dutch admiral, John Cornelius Lichthart, 
did before the beginning of the laft engagement enter the bay with a white flag, thus 
furprifing our people, killed many of them in cold blood. I thought myfelf obliged to 
acquaint you, that indeed two days before the faid engagement a yacht and a bark with 
white flags appeared at the entrance of the bay, at which one rf our fmall veflels and a 
bark Ihot three cannon-fliot.’ But that day, tvhen the admiral entered the, faid bay, he 
had put up both the Dutch and red flags. Neither is it true what had been faid of their 
killing our men in cool blood, there being not one man flain aboard my Ihip, but dur- 
ing the heat of the engagement, five or fix that had hid themfelves below deck having 
received quarter, and a foldier forely wounded, ordered immediately to be looked after 
with all care, imaginable. Neither was there a ftroke given after the yielding of the* 
fliip, but every body treated and provided for according to his quality and prefent necef- * 
fity. The reafon why fo few had quarter given them was, becaufe moil leapt over- 
board, the feamen firft, and then the foldiers ; I being not able with fword in hand to 
keep them from chufing rather to perifli in the fea than to ftand it out aboard the fliip. 
Two or three perfons of note feeing me forely wounded, freely gave me quarter, without 
knowing either my perfon, or being alked it by me j a convincing argument that they 
would qo? have refufed the fame to all the reft that would have begged quarter. I mult 
confefs myfelf fo much obliged to the humanity and generofity of the admiral, that it is 
not to be exprefled in writing. Befides that, it is unqueftionable that we firft {hot at 
them, both .from our {hips and batteries near the fea-lhoj-e. I have given you a true 
account of the whole matter, of which, as I have been an eye-witnefs myfelf, fo I do 
not queftion you will give an entire credit to what I have written to you on this account. 
God protect you for many, years. 

“ Receif, Sep. 18, 1C45. * Jeronymo Sarrao da Payva.” 


Andrew 
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it a letter in anfwet to this by one of our drummers (fent to the 
enemy upon fome errand), dated the aoth of September, as follows : 

* 

His Anfwcr to the Admiral's Letter. 

<c We are fufficiently fatisfied by "four Lordfhip’s letter, that, inftead of being enter- 
tained according to your merits, you receive the fame ill treatment with the reft of our 
countrymen; though,, coididering that your cafe is different from the reft, you ought 
to have been treated in another manner, Your Lordfhip being come without the leaft 
intention of waging war againft them, (whieft they ought to have made due reflexion 
upon,) but only as you were going to convoy fome {hips homeward, did at their own 
requeft land our forces in that captain (hip ; confidering the ill ufage and tyrannies our 
fubjeds have received at their hands, we are afraid we cannot promife Your Lordfhip a 
much better entertainment ; of all which murders, committed in cold blood, we have 
taken fo circumftantial an account, that we are fure we fhall be able to juftify our caufe 
and ourfelves, both to the ftates of the United Netherlands and the reft of our allies; 
for we have fifhed up many of our Portuguefe with bullets and ftones tied to their legs 
and necks ; fome had the good fortune to be faved as they were fwimming afhore, bbt 
many were burnt alive in the wrecks of the fhips ; the intention of thefe gentlemen 
being without queftion, by making fo general a daughter among their follow-chriftians, 
to cut us from all hopes of returning home : of all which they will be obliged to give 
one day a feverc account, both to God Almighty and thole who fhall require fatisfac- 
tion for it at their hands, it being our conftant opinion that they never will be able to 
juftify their cruelties, and the mifehief done to our people, either before God or the King 
our mailer. We hope Your Lordfhip will reft fatisfied in this prefent condition, and 
put your truft in God and our King, who are Hill alive to demand a fevere fatisfa&ion 
from them God protect Your Lordfhip. 

“ Froip our quarters at St. John in the Vergea, Sept. 49, 1 645. 

“ (Signed) Andrew Vidal de Negrjhros.” 

A certain lieutenant belonging to the enemy, called Francifco Guomes, came along 
with the fame drummer, with a letter from the faid Andrew Vidal dire&ed to the great 
council, the contents of which were as follow : 


Andrew Vidal de Negrciros’s Letter to the Great Council. 

“ I received Your Lordfhip’s letter at Iguarafu, wherein you l’eem to be extremely 
difgufted at the killing of fome Brazilians, with their wives, by our foldiers, under pre- 
tence that’ the abfolute command over them belongs only to you ; which I cannot but 
•be much furprifed at, when 1 confider that Your Lordlhips in your proclamation, 
wherein you command not to give quarter to any Portuguefe inhabitants, ft -nigh na- 
tural fubjedts of the King my nvafter ; you alledge, among other reafons, becaufe they 
had received their birth and education in this captainfhip (which, however, was firft con- 
quered by the Portuguefe kings at the expence of many of their fubjedts), whereas now 
you would* impede this hardfhip upon the fame inhabitants, to give quarter to thofe 
Brazilians, who hot long ago have been maintained and inftrudted in the Catholic faith, 
as being their vaffals, and confequently not your’s, but the King my mailer’s fubjedts. 
Your Lordlhips* ought to remember, that you are not in poffeffion of this country by 
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right of fucceffion, or .any other legal pretegfion, but bafely by force of arms. We 
defire Your Lordlhips to take effectual meafures concerning the methods to be obferved 
in the carrying on of this war^ which we hope will be managed fo by your prudence as 
that quarter may be allowed to the inhabitants of our nation ; if not, I mail be obliged to 
ad as I find it moll confident with n>y honour, tp take farisfa&ion for tfiefe injuries. 
We defire alfo to put a Hop to the murdering cff the women, children, and ancienc 
people, in cool blood, as has been done lately at Tihicupapo, Rio Grandfe, and Parayba. 
God protect Your Lordlhips. 

** From our quarters at St.John, Sc£t. 29, 1645. 

“ (Signed) Andrew Vidal de Negreiros.” 

The great council returned, with the confent of the members of the court of jufticc 
and Colonel Garfman, an immediate anfwer to the faid letter, wherewith they fent the 
faid lieutenant, in company of the drummer, back the fame evening. 

But we mull look back to their proceedings : after Andrew Vidal dc Negreiros and 
Martin Soares Moreno had landed their men, to the number of eighteen hundred or* 
two thoufand, the 28th of July 1645, u '* t ^ good ^ ore °f arms and ammunition, near 
Tamandare, betwixt Olna and Formofa, they were loon after joined, not only by four 
companies whioh had taken thair way by land from the Bahia, but alfo by the troops 
under the command of Kamaron and Henry Dias, who had hitherto kept Porto Calvo 
blocked up by their forces. From thence they directed their march to the city of Serin- 
haim, and laid fiege to the fort in wjiich there was only a garrifon of eighty Dutch fbl- 
diers and fixty Brazilians, commanded by Samuel Lambert and Cofmo de Mouchenon. 
Two days after their arrival near Serinham, the enemy polled themfelves in the D’In* 
genfo of *Daniel Hohn ; about which time Henry Dias was feen in Serinham, notwith- 
standing the Portuguese commanders Andrew Vidal and Moreno difowned to have any 
correfpondence with them at that time. The faid commanders’ had alfo fent the Cap- 
tain-major Paulo de Kunha before to fummon the faid fort, which he did* accordingly 
by his letter dated the 2d of^Auguft, at the fugar-mill of James Peres, and directed to- 
Samuel Lambert. 


The Summons fent to the Fort of Serinham. 

“ I aVn come to this fugar-mill by fpecial orders from Martin Soares Moreno and 
Andrew Vidal Negreiros, our governors, they being very bufy at prefent in landing 
their men ; they have fent ifie before to prevent all mifehief that otherwife might happen- 
betwixt you and us ; and if in the meanwhile you will join your forces with ours, or 
retire with them to fome other place, you may fafely do it, I being ready" to fumiih you 
with paf&s for that purpofe, the before-mentioned governors being come with* an inten- 
tion to put* a flop to the prefent infurre&ion. God protect you. 

“ From the fugar-mill in St. Antonio, Auguft 2, 1045. 

Paulo de Kuniia.” 

Two days after, the before-mentioned commandcrs-in-chief fent anothey* letter to 

Samuel Lambert, verv little different from this. 

* * 
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Afccond Summons from ibe Portuguefe Commanders . . 

“ We fuppofe you not to be acquainted with the intention of onr coming, which 
makes us to be the Id's furprifed at your* handing upon your defence. The great 
council of -the Dutch Brazil have lent an embaffyto our governor-general by fea and 
land, Antonio Telles de Sylva, to define His Excellency to make ufe of his authority 
and forces to appcafe the infurrecti<5n in this captainlhip, which requeft being readily 
granted, in order to be ferviceable to the council, and to free the Portuguefe front 
the outrages they fullered in their houfes and families, we were fent to land our forces 
near thefe fugar-mills of Rio Formofa ; which having been done accordingly, and 
reidy to march further into the country, we thought fit to acquaint you with our 
intentions, which in all probability may have reached your ears, the fame having been 
publilhed in feveral places by our proclamations, of which we fend you one, defiring 
it may be affixed on the church of Serinham. We defire you therefore to lay by 
your arms to remove all fufpicion; not queftioning but that we lhall meet with a 
favourable reception on your fide, as we on the other hand (hall make it our main 
endeavours to reftore tranquillity among the revolted Portuguefe by all gentle means 
that poffibly may be ufed ; affuring you at the fame time, that in cafe you refufe to 
concur with us in this defign, you will caufe no finall difpleafure to the great council 
of the Dutch Brazil. God protect you. 

“ Frdm the fugar-mill of Formofa, Auguft 4, 1 6 45. ’ 

Martin Soares Moreno, 
Andrew Vidal de NEGUEIROs. ,, 

• 

The next following day Paulo de Kunha came in perfon before the place with a 
body of loldiers and boors, provided with arms frftm on board the fleet, and after 
having inverted the place, cut off the water of the fountains and rivers 'from the 
befieged. u\ rhe meanwhile Rowland Carpentier and Daniel Hohn had been fent away 
with paffes* by the commanders of the Portuguefe forces, who embarked their heavy 
cannon on board Carpentier’s veffel, in order to carry it up the river Formofa. Within 
fiye days of the arrival of Paulo de Kunha, the whole force of the enemy appeared in 
fight of Serinham in battle array, and clofely blocked up the fort. The Dutch garri- 
fon was inconfiderable in proportion of the enemy’s ftrength, who had fo well guarded 
all the avenues leading to the place, that they were foon reduced to want all manner 
of neceffaries, efpecially water. Befides this, many of the circumjacent inhabitants 
and volunteers went daily over to the enemy, wfip gave them an account of the con- 
dition of the fort ; and notwithftanding they had fent feveral meffengers to the Receif, 
they had heard nothing from the council for two months lalt pall ; lo that being 
without all hopes of maintaining their poll, they judged it mo -e for the intereft of the 
company to preferve the garrifon, which might be ferviceable in other places, where 
there was fufficient want of good foldiers, than ralhly to expofe themfelvej to the fury 
of the enemy’s fword : accordingly Samuel Lambert, Cofmo de Mouth eron, and La 
Montagny, who commanded in the fort, upon the fecond fummons m.'e by the 
enemy, entered the 6th of Auguft into a capitulation with the Portuguefe, of which 
Moucheron gave an account in perlon the 1 5th of Auguft to the council,* and delivered 
it the acfth of Auguft to them in writing. ■ 

“ We the Portuguefe commanders make known t<j every body that we were lent 
into this country at the requelt of the great council of the Dutch Brazil, to appeafe 
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the revolt and troubles arifen among* the Portuguefe inhabitants. But at our landing 
here, being informed that notwithftanding tHis requeft and our good intention, the 
Dutch had murdered many Portuguefe in^ cool blood (it being evident that they had 
cut to pieces feveral Portuguefe, who were inticed into a, church for , that purpofe), and 
that they had formed a camp to oppbfe us, which ought to be a caution to us, not to 
leave any ftrong holds behind us, whillt we are. marching towards the Receif, we have 
thought it neceffary to enter into this capitulation, till fuch time that we may have 
the opportunity of concerting new meafures with the great council, of which the articles 
are as follow* : • ' 

“ I. The commanders Samuel Lambert and Cofmo de Moucheron lhall have leave 
to march out of the fort and caftle, with the garrifon, with enftgns difplayed, all their 
arms, matches burning, &c. 

“ II. They lhall be permitted to march along the road with their enfigns, and fwords 
drawn, and lhall be fafely conduced by one or more captains, Who alio lhall be ob- 
liged to provide them carriages and boats, for the tranfportation of their perlons and 
goods to the Receif. 

“ III. The Portuguefe oblige themfelves to reftore to Moucheron all what has been 
taken from him, and belonged to him before the liege. 

“ IV. They jlfo oblige themfelves to engage the inhabitants of the city as well as 
thofe of Kamara, to pafs by all pall injuries either by word or deed ; and that fuch of 
the Dutch as are willing to continue there, lhall be maintained in their polfellions in 
the fame manner as the Portuguefe are ; and lhall enjoy the fame privileges and their 
own religion, provided they do not preach in public, and pay due reverence to can- 
fecrated places. They lhall be at liberty to traffic with the Portuguefe, and call in their 
debts as before, neither lhall they be obliged to take up arms againlt the Hates of the 
United Provinces. 

“ V. The Dutch officers lhall reftore to^he Portuguefe aiT their Brazilians, with 
their wives and children, as being fubjefts of King John IV. whom God preserve ; and 
tfhat relates to their reception and entertainment, is to be left to the diferetion of the 
chief commanders of the Portuguefe. 

“ Upon thefe conditions they lhall be obliged to furrender the fort, with every thing 
thereunto belonging, this afternoon, but are permitted to provide themfelves with 
neceffaries fbr their journey, which they lhall have liberty to perform at their own 
leifure. • 

“ (Signed) Andrew Vidal de Neoreiros, 

Alvaro Fregoso d* Albuquerque, 
Diogno de Silveira, 

Lopes Laurenzo, 

Fereiro Betenkor, 

Suppolito Abuko de Verkosa, and 
Sebastian de Guimares.” 

Immediately after the furrender of the fort, Moucheron entered into a long difeourfe 
with the Portuguefe commanders, about their proceedings, which he told them were 
' far different from what the governor pretended in his letters, to wit, the appealing of 
the revolt of the Portuguefe inhabitants, according to the requeft of the great council. 
They anfwered him with tergiverfations, telling him that they would be very careful 
not to ad contrary to the peace eftablilhed betwixt the King his mailer and the States* 

General. 
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General. But it was not long beforq they began to lord it over the country, by 
taking fuch as were in the leaft fufpe&ed to them into cuftody, and taking an account 
of thofe of the Dutch that had married Portuguefe women ; nay, they ereded a court 
of juftice of their own, and forced Moucheron to fell his {laves for the fourth part of 
what they were worth.. They had fo little regar'tl to the late articles, that they caufed 
thirty Brazilians, part of that gar^ifoir, to be tied to the palifadoes, where they were 
ftrangled ; the* Portuguefe a Hedged id their behalf, that they had fuffered death for 
certain crimes they had eonfefled themfelves, though it is more probable they were 
made facrifices to the difcon’fonted Portuguefe inhabitants, that had made heavy com- 
plaints at the Brazilians. However, about thirty of them were fpared, and bellowed 
upon the officers to carry their baggage, and their wives given to the inhabitants. 
The Portuguefe made Alvaro Fregofo d’ Albuquerque governor of the city and fort, 
and made one Francis de la Tour, a French del'erter, captain over forty deferters, who 
had taken fervice among them. , 

They alfo raifed three companies out of the Portuguefe boors or inhabitants, com- 
manded by Pedro Fregofo, Ignatius Ferrcre, and Immanuel’ de Mello, which were 
put into Serinham for the defence of that place, where they alfo caufed two Jews to 
be baptized, called Jacquo Franco tind Ifaac Navare. Moft of the Dutch who had 
any poffcffions or fugar-mills thereabouts had fafe-guards allowed them, fo that none, 
except two, who came to the Receif, left that captainship, of which they had fufficient 
reafon to repent afterwards, being very ill-treated by the Portuguefe, as {hall be {hewn 
more at large hereafter. 

The i jth of Auguft in the afternoon, the garrifon of Serinham, confiding only of 
thirty-two men (the red having daid behind), arrived in a bark at the Receif ; and 
their commander-in-chief appeared the fame day before the council, where he gave an 
account of the reafons that moved him to furrender the place, notwithdanding Which 
he was ordered to be examined by a court-martial, to anfwer the fame. The enfign 
who had concluded the* garrifon to the Receif, delivered the fame day a letter to the 
faid council, from Martin Soares Mtfreno and Andrew Vidal, dated the 8th of Au- 
intimating that they were come into the Dutch Brazil, by fpecial command from 
the governor of the Bahia, and exafperating the outrages, they faid were committed 
by the Hollanders againft the Portuguefe. This letter nad another enclofed from the 
faid governor, dated the 30th of July, with a proclamation, to be publifhed in the 
captainffiip of Pcrnambuko, whereby all the inhabitants were fummoned to appear 
peremptorily before them, within the fpace of eight days, to receive their cliredions 
for reftoring tranquillity among them. The letter from Martin Soares Moreno, and 
Andrew Vidal was as follows : 

'k\ t 

A Letter from the Portuguefe Commanders to tjse Council. 

“ When Your Lordffiips found yourfelves entangled by a dangerous confplracy among 
the Portuguefe inhabitants of this captainffiip, you made your applications Antonio 
Telles de Sylva, governor-general of Brazil, defiring him to make ufe of themoft effedual 
means life could to appeafe this rebellion. About the fame time the inhabitants of this coun- 
try by one unanimous voice implored his aid and protedion againft thofe many affronts, 
plunderifigs, murders, and raviffiments of women they groaned under ; being refolved 
with joint confent to arm themfelves with fticks (the ufe of arms being taken away from 
them by their tyrannical governors) againft thofe oj^reffions, and to defend their 
honour to theiaft gafp j not queftioning but that God Almighty would take vengeance 
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for the blood of fo many innocent people. They reprefented to His Excellency, that 
he was Obliged by his ftation to affiu them in this extremity, as they were his country- 
men ; but if that fhouid not be prevailing enough, real'ons of ftate would induce him 
not to force them to defpair by denyuig them his aid ; which if he did, it fhouid be at 
the peril of his head, and that he rauK give a fevere account of it before God Almighty, 
and others, if they fhouid be conftrained to beg thjit from a foreign power which they 
could not obtain from their countrymen. The governor having taken ail thefe prefling 
reafons into mature confideration, and in refpeft both of Your Lordlhips’ requeft, and 
the heavy complaints of the Portuguefe, made it his ch’ie'f care, to find out the moft 
effe&ual means (which Your Lordlhips feemed to leave to his difcrttion) to appeafe 
this revolt. * Being fenfible that the revolt of the Portuguefe inhabitants had taken deep 
root among them, and was likely to prove more universal againft your government, he 
judged it moft expedient to fend hither certain perfons with fuch forces as he thought 
might either by their prudence, and if that failed, by force of arms, reftore the fo 
much-defired tranquillity. It is upon this account, my Lords, we are come to this place, 
in order to emplpy all our force and affiftance, according to your requeft, purluant to 
the peace eftablifhed betwixt thefe two nations, in regard of which we value not the 
expences we have been put to upon this occafion. * But we fcarce had fet foot afhore, 
when our ears and hearts were ftruck with the doleful outcries of forty innocent Catho- 
lic Portuguefe, .murdered in the church of Rio Formofa, whither they were enticed 
for that purpofe, by thofe that were in your fervice, without the leaft refpect of age 
or fex, the very babes being by the natives barbaroufly murdered as they were lying 
on their mother’s breafts. Neither have the fighs and groans of many noble maids 
efcaped our ears, that were ravifhed in the Vergea and St. Lawrence, by the Brazilians, 
not to mention here what barbarities have been committed in Pojuka, where is the fight 
of many a hermit*and innocent babe who were flaughtercd in a cave. Neither have 
they abftained from holy and gonfecrated places ; they have cut^to pieces the images of 
the faints, and ftripped the queen of heaven, the virgin Mary, "bur bleffed lady, of all 
her apparel ; things fo enormous, and never he«ffd of before, enough to cftate horror 
and alionilhment in a generous heart. And notwithftanding Your Lordlhips had de* 
fired the’ governor-general to interpofe l?is authority, you did form a camp, which 
continues in the field to this day ; and we being obliged by our orders to come to you 
upon the Receif, we judged it not convenient to leave any armed power” behind us, 
which in time might prove the occafion of great inconveniences to us ; we lhall ender- 
vour to ftiew all due rcfpeft and kindnefs to your fubje&s, and carry the garrifon of 
Serinham along with us, until matters may be concerted betwixt Your Lordlhips and 
us, for the fervice of God and the ftate. In the meanwhile, we moft eameftly defire 
a flop may be put to the outrages committed by your foldiers hitharatj to avoid all 
occafion of a rupture on your fide ; we proteft on the other hand, in the name of God 
and John IV. the' King oOr mafter, whom God preferve, as alfo in the name of the 
States-General, whofe power God encreafe, that we defire nothing fo much as the < 
continuation of the late eftftblilhed peace, . which lhall be the guide of all our a&ions ; 
of which we have hrought along with us an authentic copy, to ferve us as a fufficient 
Nullification by all the princes of Europe. And that Your Lordlhips may b# fatisfied 
in the reality of it, we have fent you enclofed a copy of the proclamation publilhed by 
us, at our landing in this captaininip. God preferve Your Lordftrips. f 

“ Serinham, AS»$. 8* 1645, Martin^oares Moreno. 

Andrew Vidal d« Neoreiros.” 

The 
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' The before-mentioned proclamation runs thus : 

, Their Proclamation. 

• 

** We the commandcrs-m-chief of the Portugqef, forces, Marun ooares lvioreno ano 
Andrew Vidal de Negreiros, make known to all pisrfons and inhabitants of the captain- 
Ihip of Pernam&uko : that the great council of tile Dutch Brazil, having by a letter 
lent to the governor and captain-general of Braz&, given advice of the revolt arifen 
among the Portuguefe of this place, defire to endeavour the appeafing of this rebellion 
by.his afliftance ; for which purpofe the faid governor now having fent us with a fuffici- 
ent force into this captainfhip, we command all the Portuguefe, of what condition and 
quality foever, to appear peremptorily within eight days after the publication of thefe 
prefents before us, in order to reftore tranquillity among them, purfuant to the requeft 
of the lords of the council of the Dutch Brazil. We alfo hereby entreat the faid lords, 
in the moll friendly manner that can be, purfuant to the tenour of the ft rid alliance 
, there is betwixt both thefe nations, to ftop the further perfecution of ihe Portuguefe, 
or any other warlike executions, and that if any of their foldiers prefume to ad contrary 
to it, they may, upon complaint made thereof to them, be feverely punilhed. 

“ I Alexps Autunes have penned this proclamation, and I Franco Bravo Defembar- 
quador have approved it. 

Martin Soares Moreno. 

Andrew Vidal de Negreiros.” 

•The great council refolved to give a Ihort anfwer to the faid letter, and to refute the 
proclamation by another ; and confxdering, that the origin and caufe of all thofe trotftles 
and mifdemeanoufs were laid at the door of the council, they ordered the two coqpfel- 
lors of the urt of juftice, De Wit and Moucheron, in conjunfl^on with Mr. "CValbeck, 
afl’effor in the fame court, to anfwer the fame, and thd*eby to reprefent to the council 
of Nineteen in Holland, that they were occafioned by the rebels and their adherents. 

In the month of Auguft, the troops lately come from the Bahia marched from 
Serinham to Pojuka, and fo to the cape of St. Auftin, where, being joined by the forces 
under the command of Kamaron and Dias,’ and the inhabitants, they refolved (after 
our men had quitted Pojuka and the city St. Antonio de Cabo) to attack; the fort Van* 
der Duffen on the cape of St. Auftin from the land-fide } purfuant to which refolution 
they ported their troops all along both fides the river. • 

The council in the meanwhile being forewarned.of the enemy’s defign, had ordered, 
the 2d of Au gu ft, Mr. Adrian Bullertraet, one of their own members, and Admiral 
Iichthart, to ^ thither with allfpeed, and to take efte&ual care that nothing might 
be wanting for- the defence of the place. They were for that end to take a full view 
of the fort Vander Duffen and all its out-works, and to confider whether the redoubt 
upoa the hill called Nazareth, and the battery at the entrance of the hjffjbour, might ljiq 
repaired for the better defence of the fort, Accordingly Mr. Bullertraet and* Admiral 
iichthart left the Receif the 5th of Auguff, and arrived fne fame evening ;u the fort 
Vander Duflen, where, having executed their commiffion, Mr. Bulleftraqt returned the 
9th of Auguft to |Jie Receif, where he gave the following account to the council. 

iThat life left.tlte Heceif the 5th of Auguft, in the morning about rune o’clock, and 
-came the laoie'evening to* the fort Vander Duffen on the cape of St Auftin. 

Tha^the 6th of Augun j after forenoon fennon was -ended, he rid with the admiraj, 
and fome otlfer officers, to the hill of $he cape of St. Aullia \ where, having taken a 
vot. xiv. 5 K - ’wew 
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view of the harbour, he found the ftone redoubt in a condition to be repaired, with- 
out any great charge, the cannon upon the batteries nailed up, but the works towards 
the fea-Tide in pretty good order. 

That he had ordered a draught to be made, to funround the redoubt with palife- 
does, to raife a battery within it, tl» build a guard-houfe, and to widen the ditches. 
He had alfo ordered a ftone breaft-wbrk (for want c of wood) to be made on the back-fide 
of the battery, with a row of palifedoes, and a guard-houfe ; and that with the firft 
fair weather, they fhould fet on fireWll the buihes and brambles on the faid hill, and 
clear the ground round about the church Nazareth. 

Upon view of the fort Vander Duffen, he had commanded the fnajor Hoogftraten 
With all poffible fpeed to put it in a good pofture of defence, the admiral having already 
taken care to have it furrounded with palifadoes. That on the 7th of Auguft, having 
paid off the garrifon, and thofe belonging to the artillery, he paffed through very 
difficult ways to St. Antonio, where he likewifepaid off the foldiery, vifited the retrench- 
' ment, and put every thing in the beft order he could. 

That he hacLbargained with certain perfons to repair the faid redoubt on the hill . 
called Nazareth, and the ftone breaft- work, the building of two guard-houfes, and 
furrounding both the works with palifadoes, according to his draught, for nine hun- 
dred gilders, the whole to be "completed within three weeks time. Here it was he had 
the firft notice., of the landing of fome forces from the Bahia, near Rio Formofe, by 
the fame fleet which the week before was feen off the Receif. But not being able to 
get any fure intelligence, he had fent a meffenger to Lieutenant Montangie, then com- 
mander in Serinham, to give him a true account of the matter, and in what condition 
he jrnd his garrifon were at that time ; encouraging him by fair promifes, all communi- 
cation by land being already cqt oft’ betwixt them. Here he alfo lifted thirty-eight 
volunteers that offered their fervice. 

That the 8th of Auguft hg left the faid place, and notwithftanding the badnefs of 
the weather, rid acrofs the hills of Hegendos to the fea-lhore, ^vhere, meeting with the 
admiral, they went together up the river Sangado with the tide, as far as‘Calandaria, 
where they flayed for fome time, and received the news, that in the laft encounter betwixt 
Colonel Haus and the rebels near that l?ill, above two hundred of the laft, among 
whom were fome officers. Were flain, and about forty or fifty on our fide. One 
Melchior Alvares came on purpofe to tell them, that about three hundred of the 
revolted inhabitants were inclined to accept of a pardon, which he referred to the 
council. * 

That bang ready to take horfe in* order to his return to the Receif, a cer tain foldier 
of our troops, that had been left behind, complained tths* .he had been ftripped ftark 
naked by the fervants of the ferryman of the river Sangado, who hao*’ wounded and 
beat him miferably. Melchior Alvares was ordered to take care of his wounds, and 
Captain Piftor to go with twenty of his men in queft of thefe villains ; who,* coming 
to the fecry, befet the houfe, took the ferryman and his three fons prifoners, but the * 
mulat, who had commktet^the fad, efcap^d their hands. f 

That he purfued his journey on horfeback towards the Receif, notwithftanding the 
violent rains, .and not without great danger paffed the river the feme night *hear the 
fort Emilia. ^ 

That on the 9th of Auguft he was advertifed by fome negroes belonging *to Mofes 
Navarre, whom he had fent with letters to D’lngenio Surfepque, that an ambufh had 
been laid for them near Candafaria, but the enemy durft not attack them, their«aegroes 
being all fuch as were taken prifoners, and afterwards made their efcape'to us. 

Major 
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Major Hoogftraten fent advice by his tetters on the 13th of Auguft, to the council, 
that the garrilon and volunteers of St. Antonio being fafely arrived on the cape of St. 
Auftin, they were now about two hundred and eighty ftrong, viz. two hundred and 
feventeen foldiers and gunners, and fixty-three volunteers. That immediately after, 
our garrilon had left ot. Antonio, Kamaron and Henry Dias had polled themfelves 
with their troops in the fugar-niill ( Alg"odais, near that place, where they expected to 
be joined by Martin Soare’s and Andrew Vidal’s forces, fafely arrived from-the Bahia. 
That lie expe&ed every day to be befieged, aifc^ feared nothing fo much as want of 
frelh water, the fpring being’ dut off by the enemy. Hereupon immediate orders were 
given by the council to fend thither thirty barrels of water, fome ammunition and pro- 
vifion, and what elfe lhould be requifite for a vigorous defence of the place, which 
was fuffitiently provided before with foldiers. The next following day they received 
intelligence from Major Hoogftraten, Mr. Ley, and Mr. Heck, that the enemy's troops 
had taken poll in the fugar-mill Salgado Zuvifiaque and other circumjacent places. * The 
council relied much upon the bravery and fidelity of the officers within the fort, 

, from whom they promifed themfelves a very vigorous defence, they Jjeing all perfons 
who had advanced themfelves in their fervices, and were in expectation of better pre 
ferments, viz. Major Hoogftraten, ‘Cafpar Vender Ley, formerly a captain of horfe, 
John Hick, and Albert Gerritfon Wedda, an old captain belonging to the company ; 
but their upfaithfulnefs and covetous temper over-balanced all thefe coqfiderations ; for 
the faid Major Hoogftraten, commander-in-chief, with the confent of Cafpar Vander 
Ley, and Albert Gerritfon Wedda, treacheroully and villainoufly fold and furrendered • 
the laid fort to the Portuguefe, the 23d of Auguft, for the fum of eighteen thoulimd 
gilders, befides fome other rewards promifed them upon that account. They went 
over with the whole garrifon to the enemy, who made Hoogftraten colonel of a Dutch 
regiment, raifed out of thefe and other foldiers of feveral nations, that had deferted 
our fervicc Thus this^ ftrong hold was betrayed to the Portuguefe, by a perfon who 
owed his whole fortune "to our company. 

Martin Soares Moreno gave the following account of the furrender of this fort to 
the governor, Antonio Telles de Sylva, in his letter, dated from the hill of Nazareth, 
Attgull 26, 1645 : 

A Letter to the Governor of the Bahia , concerning the taking of the Cape of Puntael. 

“ Sunday the 23d of this month, God Almighty, through his mercy, has put us 
into the poffeffion of the for' of the cape of Puntael, which was befieged * y Andrew 
Vidal de Negyeiros: the next day we were rejoiced with the money fent us by Your 
Lordlhip, and* the wine prefented to hie in particular, part of which I have bellowed 
upon entertaining fome of our friends, who are merry with me .'t this time. 

“ We have made an excellent bargain : for, befides the importance of the place and 
itB artillery, we have got the very flower of their foldiers ; befides t^tat,* this will be 
like a fignal to the reft to follow their footf|eps. jf$ 

*« John Fernandes Vieira has raifed, on Saturday laft, the fum of four thoufand 
ducats fbr our ufe, though not without force, but it was very welcome, to us at this 
time, when we were upon ftriking up the bargain for the better fortifying of this place, 
the harbefar of which is not inferior to that of the Receif : but I will not trouble Your * 
Lordlhip any longer witt^his point. 

u Npt long after the furrender of the fort, a bark "appeared in fight, fent to its 
relief from the Receif. We fent Captain Barreiros, . with a well-armed bark, out 
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againft her, who took her, with thirty-five men, and good (tore of gun-powder and 
bullets, all which will prove very ferviceable to us. 

“ I kindly defire Your Lordlhip, that in cafe you fend a nieffenger with this news 
.to His Majcfty, Captain Damian de Lankois may be employed upon that errand, it 
being very probable that the King, besides a good prefent, will reward him with fome 
honourable employment. V 

“ Laft night we received advice, wiat the flofct under Jeronymo de Pa’yva was entered 
the bay of Tamandare ; I am forely afraid they will be attacked by the Drips fent 
thither from the Receif, notwithftanding we have defired hini ( feveral times to come 
into our road. 

“ Kapivara is gone from that place by land to the Bahia, perhaps he has given him 
notice that we are mailers of the cape ; if he thinks fit to bring his fleet to this place, 
he is fafe, if not, it lies at his door. It is difeourfed here, that the Ihip the Bilhop is 
milling, perhaps he has a fancy to convoy Salvador Korrea fome part of the way. 

“ I cannot forbear to let Your Lordlhip know how much you Hand indebted to 
Major Dieterick Hoogftraten, and the reft of the commanders of the fort. We have 
promifed to the firft a commandery of C.hrift. I beg of Your Lordlhip to make my 
promife good to him in His Majefty’s name, as foon as poflible may be, he being a 
perfon who will be ready to do us all the further fervice he can. We have, for the 
prefent, engaged him with fonge prefents of lefs moment, of which we fliall give an 
account to you hereafter. Captain Vander Ley has likew'ife deferved well of. us, and 
fo have all the reft that had married Portuguefe women : it is reported here that he is 
a perfon of note in his country : we have likewife promifed to him a commandery ol 
Chrift, and a yearly penfion for one of his fons : we hope Your Lord fliip will not 
refufe to make good our prornifej becaufc his fons are born of a Portuguefe woman : 
the name. of the eldeft being John, and the youngeft Cafpar Vander Ley. The reft are 
at prefent at their habitations, as foon as they return we mull engage them with fome 
promifes, of which we will give an account to Your Lordlhipi They are all of con- 
fequence to us, having married Portuguefe women. I hope Your Lordlhip will be 
well fatisfied with this piece of fervice, for John Fernandes Vieira fometimes brings us 
more money in an hour than the conqueft of the cape cofts us. He is at prefent -in 
the Vergea among the barbarians, and we in the fort in the cape, till we have got 
every thing in readinefs. Kapivara is about three days ago gone by land, poflihly he 
may be with you before the bark which carries this letter ; I wifli it may arrive in fafety, 
and to Y eur Lordlhip a long life for the defence of this ftate. 

*“ (Signed) Martin Soares Moreno.” 

Martin Soares Moreno and Andrew Vidal de Negreiros had in the meanwhile fent 
feven or eight letters from the cape of St. Auftin, dated the 23d, 30th, and *31 ft of 
Auguft, and the 2d and 6th of September, in which they advertised the Admiral Payva, 
that they were in poffeflion^pf that cape, defiring him by all means to come with his 
fleet into that harbour. The firft of the two laft letters was, thus written : 

Letter from the Portuguefe Commanders to Admiral Payva. 

“ My Lord, * ^ 

“ We are got now into the ffofleflion of the harbour of Nazareth, and that, as the 
faying is, without calling an anchor $ which is . the reafon we intreat you likewife to 

. , 5 come 
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come with your fleet hither, where you may careen your fhips, and provide yourfelves 
with frefli provifions, men, ammunition, and all other neceflaries, till fuch time we 
fliall mutually agree in what is further to be undertaken for the fervice of God and 
His Majefty. The eye: oy has hitherto but one Ihin of ftrength at fea, the reft being 
of no confequence ; neither are they for engaging vith you at this time, but endeavour 
to cut oil' your communication with»thg’fea-coaft. My Lord, you have given fo many 
proofs of your courage before this time, that this/retreat will not abate any thing from 
the fame of your victories : op the other hand, you have to confider, that you are 
anfwerable for fo many thoufand lives of thofe that are in your fleet ; wherefore we 
defire you once more to come hither with the fleet, and fuch officers as are under 
your command, where you will meet with a very kind and comfortable reception. But 
being fenfiblc that it would be a grofs error in us, to urge a matter fo evident it itfelf 
any further, to fo great a commander as you, we live in hopes of your coming, where 
we intend, in the houfe of Nazareth, to receive theblefied facrament, which name wc 
have given to the fort, having, among other things, found a mafs-book here, which 
• is of no finall fervice to us. God preferve Your Lordfhip. 

• Martin Soares Morf.no, and 

“ Puntael, Sept. 2, 1645. Andrew Vidal de NEdREiitos.” 

v • < ‘ 

The contents of the fecond letter to the fame admiral are as follows : 

“ Your Lordfhip being already acquainted with our being mafters of the Puntael 
(cape), we hope you will take the firft opportunity of coming to us ; the enemies having 
two fquadrons of fhips at fea, with one fire-lhip, to force you from this coaft, which 
has been lifeovered to us by a letter writ at the Receif, and directed to the gpvernor, 
and taken bv us in a bark defigned for the relief of that place, of which we thought 
fit to give you immediaifc notice, that you might take yOur meafures according to your 
wonted prudence. Thefe Dutch gentlemen have, by their treacherous dealings, ob- 
liged us to have recourfe to open force, and we defire Your Lordfhip to repay them 
in their own coin, with fire and fword, as they do us. If you defign *0 come hither, 
it muft be done fpeedily, all delay being dangerous at this time. We have a true 
copy of this letter in our journal to ferve for our juftification hereafter. God pre- 
ferve Your Lordfhip. 

“ Dated in the Puntael of the Bleffed Martin Soares Moreno* and 

“ Sacrament, Sept. 6, 1645. • Andrew Vidal de Nijreiros.” 

An account of the furrender of the cape of St. Auftin, and of the further tran- 
faclions betwixt us and the Portuguefe, was lent in a letter by Caipar da Cofla d’Abreu, 
from the'faid cape to his friend Domingos da Kolta, an inhabitant of the Bahia, which 
•runs thus: , ’ . 

“ I wifh this letter may find you in good health, as I Who am your fai:>, "ul com- 
rade defire ; I am in a tolerable good condition in the Puntael of Nazareth, which after 
a fiege of twenty days was*furrendered to us at an eafy rate, becaufe tilde who com- 
manded yithin the fort, had Portuguefe wives, and their eftates thereabouts. The 
captain of Thorfe.was the moft forward of all in furrendering the place; they have ob- 
tained what conditions they 'demanded, and a gratuity of Jour thoufand ducats befides. 
We found in the fort three hundred Dutch, of their Deft troops, and twelve brafs 
pieces of cannon, four of which were four and twenty-pounders, and provifions for 

three 
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three months ; fo that if they had not come with us to a compofition, it would htfre 
coll us abundance of men, whereas now we have gained the place with the lofs of one 
fingle man, who was killed by a random cannon-fliot. We made ourfelves mailers 
of a bark, firing from the Puntael, before its furrender, in which was a gentleman 
with feveral hundred men that were gbing to the Receif. This gentleman and another 
of Serenham (being both magiftatfs in their refpeftive places) we delivered up to the 
i nhabi t ants, who foon killed them, nptwithftanding one was married with a Portuguefe 
woman; for they having been heara to fay, that they hoped ‘to waih their hands in 
the blood of the Portuguefe, the women were fo much exafperated againft them, that 
they foon difpatched them according to their defires. The prifoners are for the moll 
part detained at St. Anthony, in order to be fent to the Bahia j but many among them 
nave taken fervice with us. We fuppofe the number of the dead and Dutch prifo- 
ners amount to near thirteen hundred : we have not feen the fquadron under Salvador 
Korrea de Saa ; we are afraid fome misfortune has befallen him ; fome of our fhips 
were cruifing hereabouts, but within thefe three or four days none of them have ap- 
peared on this coaft. The Dutch have a fleet of twelve fhips at fea, it is well if they, 
do not venture a brulh with us. The Receif with all its forts are inverted ; Lawrence 
Kameiro is at Porto Calvo ; the Jews report, that orders are come to take all the 
Dutch forces out of Rio Grande, Parayba, and St. Francis, in order to tranfport 
them to the Rfeceif. There is ho great harmony betwixt the Jews and Dutch, the firft 
pretending that the others intend to fell the country. Four of their head officers, 
which are our prifoners, are ordered to be fent to the Bahia, and among them their 
mailer of the artillery. The fame* day that we were become mailers of the Puntael, 
a bark arrived there from the Receif with orders to keep it to the laft extremity ; Ve 
tool;; the bark with good ftore* of ammunition and provifion, worth in all about 
fifteen hundred ducats. 

** Sept. 5, 1645. Caspar da Costa d’Abrf.u.” 

From this and the following letters it is apparent that Major Hoogftraten had 
laid the foundation of his treacherous defign of betraying the cape of St. Auftin to the 
Portuguefe, long before ; to wit, ever fiftce he with Mr. Balthafar Vander Voerde was 
fent to the governor of the Bahia, Antonio Telles de Sylva. Thus a certain ferjeant 
fold a redoubt near the city of Olinda to the enemy for three hundred gilders. 

At the beginning of the fiege of the cape of St. Auftin, Andrew Vidal de Negreiros * 
fent two letters to Major Hoogftraten, Ley, and Heck, by one John Guomes de Mello, 
dated the 13th of Auguft; in the firft of which the faid Vidal complains of the ill- 
treatment and murthers committed upon the Portuguefe by the Dutch ; in the iecond 
he requefts them to declare, purfuant to the promifes made by Hoogftraten in the 
Bahia, for the King of Portugal, and to deliver the fort into their hands 

Two letters frm Vidal to Hoogftraten. 

The firft was as follows : 

“ I am come this morning to the village of St. Antonio de Cabo, in hopes of 
receiving news from you and Captain Ley. I giye by thefe prefents, notipe to you, 
that we are fent hither by order from the governor Antonio Telles de Sylva, with 
no other intention than to appfcafc the troubles lately arifen in this country, purfuant 
to the requeft of the council, of which you are a fufficient witnefs. $Io fooner were 
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we arrived at Tamandare, but we received many informations dire&Iy contrary to 
what we expe&ed to meet with here j viz. that in Rio Grande thirty feven inhabi- 
tants had been murthered, many virgins deflowered, and the image of the virgin 
Mary grofly mifufed b* the Dutch ; things fo abominable in themfelves, that it is 
fcarce to be imagined io brave a nation Ihould be .guilty of fuch enormities. Whilft 
I am writing this letter, news is brought me, that <the Dutch have caufed many of the 
inhabitants of Goyana to be furthered,’ though IlLan fcarce give credit to it : for fup- 
pofing this to be true, we could not avoid giving /aft, dance to thefe miferable people, 
though they were the poll qjefpifeable of all nations, confidering they crave our help, 
and are not only Chriftians, but alfo fubje&s of the King our mailer, whom God 
preferve. Wliillt the council was in expectation of the ifl'ues of the intended accom- 
modation, they have furprized and killed many of the inhabitants, which obliges us 
to require you in the name of God, of His Majefty, His Highnefs, and the States- 
General, not to give any occafion for a rupture, but to maintain the late concluded 
peace to the utmoft of your power, as we afe ready on our fide to concert all polfible 
mcafures with the commander-in-chief of this place, which may tend to the tranquillity 
of both parties. The bearers hereof are Captain John Guomes de Mello, and Lieute- 
nant Francis Guomes, who we defire may be difpatched back with all polfible fpeed. 
God preferve you for many years. 

“ Auguft 13, 1645. . Andrew Vidal.” 

The fecond letter was written thus : 

The fecond. letter. 

“ Your proinifc made to us in the Bahia, and what has fince been told by Captain 
Ley to John Fernandes Vieira and Captain John Guomes de Mello, encourages U6 to 
proceed in < former defign, not queftioning but that both you and Captain Ley will 
not in the leall iccede from the engagement you have been pleafed to oblige us with, 
and to tie u» to your fervicc. We are come into this country at the head of three 
thoufand chofen men, backed by two fquadrons of men of war well equipped, one 
of .which has not as yet appeared on this coqft, the other you have feeu yourfelf pafs 
by the other day. I hope this may ferve as a means to fet the poor miferable inhabi- 
tants at liberty ; and as both they and we wilh for nothing more than to fee you em- 
brace our fide, that we not want an opportunity to give you more evident proofs of 
our refped and affection towards you, fo we defire you not to entertain the finifter 
fufpicion of us ; we being re.’ 1/ (for the performance of which we by thele prefents 
give you our words) to accomplilh in every point, what has been promifed to you, 
by John Fernandes Vieira and John Guomes de Mello. And I for my part allure 
you, that I will not fail to perform and agree to whatever you mall further demand 
upon thfc occafion. 

• The inha bitants of this place fhall be provided with paffports, and protected by us, 
in the fame manner as the commander qf Serinham, Carpentier, and foi . others 
were ; and we expeft the fame at your hand. And that you may be fure whom to 
treat with upon this account, we have fent to you John Guomes de Mello, who is in- 
trofted with the wtyole matter ; which if you refute to do, we mull take fuch meafures 
as we ihdH judge mod expedient for us. In the meanwhile God preferve you for 
many years. 

Your affeftionate friend and fervant, 

“ St. Ant. de Cabo, Aug. 13, 1645. Andrew Vidal de Negreirob.” 

Major 
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Major Hoogftraten, Mr. Heck, and Ley, fent an anfwer to this letter immediately, 
containing in fubftance, that they were not* in the leaft. concerned in the outrages 
committed by the Tapoyers againft the Portuguefe, and feemingly refufed to treat with 
De Mello. It runs thus : 

Ilk anfwer ta them. 

“ We have received your letter «;nt by John Guomes de Mello, out of which we 
underltand, that you are come to St. Antonio. We artj^xtreniely well fatisfted, that 
the governor Antonio Telles de Sylva has undertaken to appeafe the tumults arifen in 
thefe parts, and do not quellion but that your prefence will contribute much towards 
the accomplilhment of it. The affronts and outrages you fpeak of by the Tapoyers 
and Dutch foldiers put upon the inhabitants, as they were committed forely againft our 
will, fo I can allure you, that nobody, not fo much as the- leafl child, has been 
fuffered to be mifufed upon our accounts, fo that thefe complaints mull not be made to 
us, but ought to be referred to the council. The treaty you propofe with Captain 
John Guomes de Mello, and Lieutenant Francis Guomes, is beyond our province and' 
power, fo that we earneftly defire you not to ufe any further felicitations tp us upon 
that account. So we kifs your hands, recommending you to, God’s protection. We reft 

“ Your fervants and good friends, 

Casper V.vxDpu Ley. 
D. Van Hoogstraten. 
John Heck. 

* 

Major Hoogftraten took care t to fend thefe two letters, together with their anfwer, 
to the council, with repeated afliirances of their conftant fidelity ; whereupon the great 
council confirmed Hoogftraten in his government, and exhorted Ley and Ileck to per- 
fevere in their brave refolutidn, which they would in due tim? take care to reward with 
better preferments. This difeovery of the enemy’s letters being looked upon as an un- 
deniable proof of Mr. Hoogftraten’s fincere intentions, had fuch an influence upon the 
generality of the people, that there was fcarce any body but what thought himfelf. fe- 
cure of his fidelity and duty. Neverthelels, as thefe temptations could not but raife 
feme jealoufy in the minds of the council, they thought lit to fend Colonel Haus to the 
deceit", to order hitn to the Cape of St. Auftin. 

The council in the meanwhile being, by Vidal’s letters to Hoogftraten, fufEciently 
convinced, that the intended recalling of the rebellious troops were nothing but amufe- 
ments, fent immediate orders to their admiral IJchthart, that, for the future, he fhould 
treat ajl the Portuguefe fliips he could meet with as enemies. 

The 1 5th of Auguft, Colonel Haus being come to the Receif, propofell to the coun- 
cil, that he judged it abfelutely neceflary for the fervice of the ftate, that finfce by the 
iuccour? cbme from the Bahia to the afliftance of the rebels under Martin Soares Mo- 
reno and Andrew Vidal, they were grown very ftrong and numerous, the troops en- 
camped in the field fhould be drawn into the Receif, ‘becaufe they being, befidts the 
Brazilians, not above three hundred ftrong, they might eafily be cut off. ifl place 
where they could not be feconded in the Receif, where they were wanting for jhdlaife* 
fence of that place, which being the capital of the whole Dutch Brazil, vKfold^in ah 
likelihood, be attacked with the utmoft vigour by the enemy. 

Againft this opinion many Yeafens were alleged too. 

jli'By 
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I. By fo doing, they mull quit all the opjp country from whence they were now 
fupplied with cattle and meal, which they Hood highly m need of, till fuch time that 
they could receive new fupplies from Holland, and that, in fuch a cafe, they mull 
expert the enemy immediately At their gates. 

II. That thereby the number of the enemy world be increafed ; the inhabitants of 
the country, bcipg freed from the dread/of our troops, would join with them again ft us. 

III. That by fo doing, we i.iuft leave the Tape ers, that had taken up arms at our 
requeft, and were to be joined by our troops near Machiape or St. Antonio, to the 
enemy’s mercy. To this, it was anfvvercd, 

ift, That as to the fupplies of cattle and meal from the country, they fnould be its 
a much better condition to be furnilhed withal when their forces could be fent aboard 
into all circumjacent parts ol the country, whereas now they were forced to remain in 
one certain place. Befides that, we being mailers at fea, might embark at any time a. 
certain number of men, and land them where we found it moll convenient, which 
would oblige the enemy, inftead of befieging the Receif, to divide his forces, for the 
.defence of the country. What related to the increafe of the enemy’s forces, by the 
acceflion of the I'ortuguefe. inhabitants of the country, was to be looked upon as (ft' no 
great confcquence againft us ; it being more for our intcreft to fee them appear as de- 
clared enemius than dilfernbling friends; it being generally known, that their inclina- 
tions were bent for their countrymen, and that, notwithstanding all their fpecious pre- 
tences, they miffed no opportunity of giving intelligence to the enemy of what palled 
among us ; whereas, if they were once declared enemies of the dates, we lliould have 
a fair opportunity of feizing upon thcii cattle, proyifions, and other moveables, for the 
ufc* of the Receif; which being thus provided, would difeourage the enemy from at- 
tempting to reduce it by famine. » 

What was alledged concerning the danger of the Tapoyers, was acknowledged to be 
of no fmali . oment ; bn]*, confidcring they had received jio news as yet of their mo- 
tion, it was not judged of fuch vaft conlequence, as to be put in balance with the 
welfare of the whole Dutch Brazil, which depended in a great mcafure on the fafety 
of thefe troops. 

After mature deliberation of the whole matter, it was refolved, on tne 15th of Au- 
guft, by the council, with the approbation of the members of the court of juftice, that, 
confidering the danger the troops were expofed to, and that on their fafety depended 
the prefervation of the Receif, they lliould with all poffible fpced march thither, and 
that only fifty men lliould be left in the houfe of De Wit, under Captain \ 7 ; VTchut, in 
order to command fomc part of the circumjacent country, and to ferve as a retreat for 
our parties that Ihould be fent abroad to fetch in cattle, an>l farinha or meal. 

Purfuant to th ; s relblution, Colonel Iftaus v ent thither on h^rleback the fame day, 
to put it in execution the lame evening, if poftible he could, or, at fartheft, the next 
morning’. But it feems Colonel Haus was fo neglectful, as to delay the march of thefe 
* troops not only tTfat afternoon, but alfo the whole next following day ; and’, inftead ol 
retreating towards the Receif, parried in the fame fugar-mill, without havin :he leall 
intelligence of the enemy’s approach ; lb that on the 17th of Auguft, being furprifed 
by the troops of Andrew Vidal, much more numerous than his, before they could be- 
take theiyfelves to their arms they were put to the rout. The council being advertiled ; 
that Colonel Haus with his^troops were attacked by the enemy in the fugar-mill of M. 
de Wit, they called the city militia to their arms ; Mr. Bulleftraet and Do Bas went tc 
the houfe of Ba villa ; from whence, as being nearer at* hand, they might give the ne 
cefi'ary orders,* according as they lliould receive advice from Haus : and twelve fire-lock 
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were ported ill this houfe for the better $ecurjty of the bridge acrofs the river. Dietericlr 
Hamel, and the counfellors of juftice, took care to look after the Receif. Imme- 
diately after, word being brought to the council that Colonel Haus had been overthrown, 
and was retired to the houfe of De Wit belonging to the fugar-mill, it was confulted,. 
whether by any means they might he*able to relieve him } and, though by reafon of 
the weaknefs of the garrifon, it wAs no eafy'matter to do it, nevertpelefs, it was re- 
folved, with one hundred volunteers of the inhabitants, and one hundred and fifty 
foldiers, to attempt his relief. But ^before this could be put in execution, a certain 
Brazilian that had been prefent at the whole a&ion, and having, by changing his 
clothes with a Portuguefe, found means to efcape the Receif, brought the unwelcome 
news, that Colonel Haus, with the forces under his command, had furrendered the 
houfe belonging to the fugar-mill, and themfclves, upon promife of quarters, at 
difcretion. 

It was generally believed, that this misfortune was chiefly occafioned by Colonel 
Haus’s own negledt, who did not, till it was too late, put the foldiers into a pofture of 
defence, which was afterwards confirmed by the depoiition of William Jacobfon, latq 
captain-lieutenant of Colonel Haus’s own company, made before the great council the 
6th of July, 1646; 

It was not till the night before our defeat, that Colonel Haus received the firft in- 
telligences from a prifoner, a negro, that the enemy, with a ftrong body, .were broken 
up from Moribeca. The next morning, one of our fafe-guards brought word to the 
colonel, that the enemy was palling the river ; and foon after, the colonel’s groom, 
who had been to water his mailer’s .horfe in the faid river, came in a full gallop, telling 
him likewife, that the rebels were parting the river, fo that we foon after heard them 
fire upon our advanced guard, .who retired immediately to the main body. Colonel 
HaOs did not call the foldiers to their arms, or caufed the alarm to be given, until the 
enemy came within fight of us, and charging our out-guar^, when we fir ft began to 
ikirinifti with them : but they charging us with their more numerous forces in the front, 
whilft Kamaron with his troops endeavoured to cut off our retreat to the Receif, which 
we were not able to prevent, by reafon of the fmallnefs of our number, Haus alked Cap- 
tain Wiltfchut, Blaar and Liftry, “ What was beft to be done ?” Wiltfchut anfwered, 

“ You never alked our advice before, do what you think beft.” Whereupon Haus 
ordered to retreat to the houfe of Mr. de Wit : Captain Blaar, who expefted no quar- 
ter, being on the other hand for fighting our way through to the Receif. The houfe • 
was bravely defended for four hours, but at laft powder and ball beginning to fail, be- 
caufe half a barrel of gunpowder \which was all they had left) blew up by accident, 
they furrendered at difcretion to Andrew Vidal, under condition to have their lives 
faved, as well for themfelves as the Brazilians among thejp j which agreement being 
figned by Vidal, and two or three more of the chief commanders of the Portuguefe, 
was delivered to Colonel Haus. Notwithftanding which, the Brazilians were cut to 
pieces by the inhabitants, with the confent of the Portuguefe comirftnders, as foon ai 
we had quitted our port in the houfe. The Brazilian women feeing their hulbands 
murdered before their faces, dalhed molt of their children’s brains againft the walls, 
for fear they'lhould fall alive into the hands of the Portugnefe. All the Dutch, about 
two hundred and fifty ftrong, among whom were Colonel Haus, Captain JBlaar and 
Liftry, were made prisoners of war, and were for the firft foyr or five, days Kept in the 
fugar-mill of Hacq, when John Fernandes Vieira, and many of the inhabitants folicited 
Andrew Vidal, to deliver the fald prifoners up into their hands, with an intention to kill 
them, but Vidal refufed to grant their requeft, and caufed them forthwith to be fent by 
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land to the Bahia : they were indifferently well treated in their journey thither ; but 
fuch as either by reafon of ficknefs, or any 'other accident, were left behind, fell into the 
inhabitants’ hands, who cut them to pieces, and would have done the fame with all the 
reft, had it not been for their cpnvoy. After their arrival in the Bahia, an account 
being taken of their names, they had certain quarters afligned them, and thirty-one 
pence halfpenny per week for their pay, and a nieaf .,re of meal for every ten days. 

They had liberty to walk up and down within fie city where they pleafed, except 
Colonel Haus, Captain IVikfchut, and Liftry, wfio were confined to their lodgings, 
and durft not, without fpeciaf -leave, talk with anybody. Colonel Haus was at laft 
fent to Portugal, and Wiltfchut and Liftry, in June 1647, P ut on board a {hip with 
two hundred and thirty Dutch prifoners ; about fixty of our men took fervice among 
them there, but they refufed the natives of Holland. 

The enemies being greatly encouraged by thefe fucceffes, and their ftrength in- 
creafmg daily by the great concourfe of the Portuguele inhabitants, who in the captain- 
{hips of Parayba and Goyana, which hithesto had remained in quiet, and engaged 
themfelves to the government by a new oath of allegiance, now alfo took up arms 
figainft us j fo that it was thought convenient to recall our garrifons out of thofe 
parts. 

But to return to the cape of St. Auftin, after the furrender of which the garrifon 
was carried to’St. Antonio, where they were forced to deliver up their arms. Among 
the reft of our prifoners there was Ifaac Zweers, afterwards vice-admiral of Holland 
and Weftfrifeland, Abraham Van Millingen, and John Broekhufen, both ftill living 
in Holland. Major Hoogftratcn addreffed himfelf to them, endeavouring to bring 
them over to the Portuguele fide, by the allurements of captain, lieutenant, and enfign’s 
places, telling them, that it would now be in his power to promote them to much 
higher employments ; but when he faw them refufe ftis offer, he fwore they fhopld 
repent it. At the fame time he preferred three Dutch men, to wit, Winfel ’Smith, 
formerly his lieutenant; Alexander Boucholt, and Claes Clacfen, a native of Amfter- 
dam, to captains places ; the laft of thefe three being an intimate friend of Zweers and 
Broekhufen, told them, and confirmed it by many oaths, that he had taken fervice 
among them for no other end, thqn to get an opportunity of returning to us. , They 
had alfo liberty given them to walk abroad, bht not without a guard to keep a watch- 
ful eye over all their aftions. 

Not long after, the Portuguefe provider, Mor, fent for John Broekhufen, arid after 
the firft compliments were palled, told him, that if he would ferve the King qf Por- 
tugal in the quality of commi<f'’ry-general, he Ihould go along with him to the camp, 
where he Ihould receive one hundred gilders per month, and be welcome to his table 
beffdes ; and that if he refufed his offer, and ltayed behind, he would be in danger 
of being murdered by the inhabitants. He replied, that being engaged by his oath to 
the company he could not break it, though with the hazard of his life. “ And,” faid 
the provider, “ will you choofe rather to ferve a company of mob than a King ? We, 
are juft now upon the point of executing defign which is infallible, and then Vou will 
begin to fee that the King’s cauf* is the jufteft, and will be crowned with fuccefs for 
ever.” Then he gave him a cup with brandy, of which after Mr. Broekhufen had 
taken a good draught, he took his leave and returned to his comrades, unto whom he 
gave an account of what had pafled betwixt them. 

Thefe had in *the meanwhile been informed by fome Portuguefe, that this defign 
was upon the ifle Itamarika, and being certain that the council did not forefee this 
danger, they were contriving dll poflible means to giVe them notice of it, but could not 
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pitch upon any perfon fitly qualified for this undertaking. At Iaft, Ifaac Zweers, by 
vaft promifes of reward, prevailed fo far 'upon a Dutch trumpeter, called Martin 
Stomp, that he undertook to carry this piece of news in perfon to the council, and at 
the fame time to requeft the releafing of the Dutch pr t ifoners ftill remaining at St. An- 
tonio. Every thing being agreed upon betwixt them, the trumpeter took his leave of 
Mr. Zweers, and let out on his j&urney to. the Receif about midnight, leaving his 
wife and children behind him. Mr. Zweers'and Mr. Broekhufen appeared very well 
fatisfied, but neverthelefs were in tl|eir hearts not a little concerned for the ifi'ue of this 
enterprife. 

They would often call upon the trumpeter’s wife to enjoin her filence, and ordered 
her, that if any enquired after him, to tell them he was run away from her, in <5rder 
to take fervice in the camp in the Vergea. 

Some days after they met with one Peter Ritfau, formerly baker to the garrifon of 
the cape of St. Auftin ; Broekhufen having a mind to feel his pulfe, and finding him 
not averfe to fuch a talk, he at laft with*fair words prevailed upon him to undertake 
the fame journey the trumpeter had done before ; that in cafe he Ihould mifearry, 
which they much feared he might, the council might neverthelefs be advertifed of thd 
enemy’s intended expedition againft Itamarika. .The baker having delired a certificate 
from them, teftifying, that he never had taken fervice among the Portuguefe, prepared 
himfelf for his journey, which he intended to begin with the firft dark night. 

The fame night they were forewarned of a defign againft their lives,' by a certain 
Italian called Jacomo da Perugalho, fo that Zweers and Broekhufen gueffing, not with- 
out reafon, that fome of the Portuguefe had got feent of their fending away the 
trumpeter and baker, thought it rfot advifeable to ftay longer in this place, but to, afk 
leave from Colonel Pedro Marinho Falkaho, to go to the Algodais, where they could 
not want conveniency to go alc'ng with the reft of the prifoners, that were intended to 
be fent to the Bahia, which was readily granted. 

In the meanwhile the baker having taken the firft opportunity to fet out on his 
journey, was met by two Portuguefe in the fugar-inill Trapicfia, who having found 
the before-mentioned certificate about him, carried him prifoner to St. Antonio de 
Cabo, .where being put to the torture, it made fuch 5 noife among the inhabitants, .that 
they all rofe up in arms, protefting, they would not be fatisfied till they had fetched- 
Zweers and Broekhufen from the Algodais, and cut them to pieces ; for w'hich pur- 
pofe they alfo obtained feven foldiers from Pedro Marinho, and had certainly put it in 
execution if Captain Ley had not oppofed it j for, as good luck would have it, they 
happened at that time to be in hi& fugar-mill, and the baker had flood it out bravely, 
without difeovering the matter. The next morning Captain Ley gave them a vifit, 
telling them what had happened ; and fays he to Broekhufen, “ What is your mean- 
ing by this ?” But lie having no great confidence in Ley, denied every thing to the 
utmoft. 

But the 2d of October, the whole defign was likely to have been difeovered by the 
imprudence of the before-mentioned trumpeter’s wife, who being got drunk, told 
fome of her acquaintance, that her hufband was gone to the Receif. She was carried 
a prifoner the cape of St. Auftin, where Ihe was miferably tortured, but being a 
refolute woman, would not confefs any thing : it was however Major Hooglbraten’s 
advice, that the Portuguefe ought not to keep the Dutch any longer in B*nambuko, 
but that all fuch as refufed to take fervice among them, ought to be lent to the Bahia. 
Accordingly, all the Dutch prifoners then about the cape and St. Anthony, were fent 
to the Algodais, where every one was alked by Colonel Peter Marinho, whether they 
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would take fervice under the King of Portugal, and that fuch as would not, fhould 
be fent forthwith by land to the Bahia,* a tedious journey ; befides, that they ran the 
hazard of being murdered by the way. Many took fervice for fear, but Zweers and 
Broekhufen being afked again, whether they were not willing to ferve the King, they 
anfwered, they would rather die than bear arms againft their own nation. 

The 5th of October, all the prifone/s under u convoy, both of foldiers and boors, 
were carried from the Algodais to ’Pojuka. But fcarce were they come thither, when 
Zweers was ordered to be lent back to the cape of St. Aullin, where he was put to 
the rack, to extort from him a confeflion concerning the trumpeter’s journey to the 
Receif, who, as they fuppofed, had difcovered their defign upon Itamarika ; but not. 
being able to bring him to make the leaf! difcovery, they fent him, after an imprifon- 
ment of five weeks, to the Bahia. 

In the meanwhile Mr. Broekhufen, with the reft of the Dutch prifoners, had been 
forced to travel day and night till the 28th of November 1645, when they came to a 
caftle called Tapuao, on the fea-fhorc of j:he Bahia, about half a league from the city 
of St. Salvador, after a dangerous journey : they were carried in ten boats to the city, 
on that fide where it is belt fortified, the Portuguefe being not willing to let them 
have a fight of the fortifications on the land fide. Mr. Broekhufen was by order from 
the governor Antonio Telles dc Sylva, made a prifoner in a citizen’s houfc, and the 
foldiers difpofed into quarters. The next day they heard the drums beat up for volun- 
teers, evtfry one being invited to ferve the King of Portugal, of what nation foever, ex- 
cept the Dutch. 

The next following year, on the 1 8th of January 1646, Zweers and Broekhufen 
intercepted a letter written by Hoogilraten to Hondius, concerning feveral tranfa&ions 
to be communicated to tiie governors, of which Captain Ley having got feent, gave 
immediate notice thereof to the governor, the ill df February, who threatening them 
with no Ms than the gallows, fent them to a loathfome prifon ; with ltrift*orders that 
nobody fhould be permitted to fpeak with them, nor that pen, ink, or paper, fliould 
be allownd them ; nay, whilit the clerk was letting down their names, a captain came 
and told them from the governor, that they were the traitors who kept correfpondence 
.with the Dutch in the Receif; and ordered that a centinel fhould be fet at the, 
prifon door, to keep the inhabitants from laying violent hands upon them ; for as * 
they were carrying to prifon, they made a horrible noife, crying, “ To the gallows 
with thefe impoftors and traitors.” They remained five whole days in this prifon with- 
out any victuals or drink, till being almoft fpent with hunger and thirft, they got leave 
to write to the governor, reprefenting to him.tluir deplorable condition; who gave 
immediate orders that victuals fhould be given them for the future : the Portuguefe 
keeper being afraid, that if they fliould give them plenty of victuals at firfl, it might 
turn to the danger of their lives, was fo cautious, as to lend them no more than each 
a piece of bread well dipt in wine at firfl, and after fome hours, fuch another, but 
fomething bigger, till by degrees their ftomachs were reltored to their fprmer digeflive 
faculty. * * 

The lafi day of February the governor gave public audience (which :s done three 
times every year) for the releafing of thofe that are prifoners on the King’s account • 
Upon this occafion, a free accefs was likewife granted to our people fo the governor. 
They faffed through the anti-chamber, lined on both fides with his guards, into 1 the 
room of audience, adorned with damafk hangings of divers coloflrs : here they found 
the governor fitting in an elbow-chair, on the right fide of which flood the royal throne, 
raifed fourdteps higher from the ground than the governor’s feat, which was furround- 
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ed upon the floor with very fine tapeftry. Juft behjnd him ftood his fecretary, and 
fome halbardiers ; on both fides fat feveral counfellors and lawyers, their heads covered, 
and behind them the officers of the army, all uncovered. The governor, as foon as 
he law our prifoners, gave them a fign to come nearer, which they having done ac- 
cordingly, Mr. Broekhufen, upon his knees, fpoke to him thus : — “ We fuppofe Your 
Lordfttip not to be ignorant, that now for a whole month we have been detained in a 
miferable prifon, without being confcious of any, crime committed againft you, unlcfs 
it were, that we have detained the letter Your Lordffiip knows of ; if, in this, wc have 
committed a fault, we beg Your I.ordffiip’s pardon.” 

“ And,” replied the governor, “ fuppofing you had done fuch *a thing in Holland ?” 
Upon which, Broekhufen anfwered, “ That His Lordffiip would be plealed to remem- 
ber, that it was no more than a private letter, and not directed to His Lordffiip.” The 
governor, after having paufed for a little while, gave immediate order for their dif- 
charge ; from that time they had liberty given them of walking abroad, but were fain 
to carry themfelves very fwimmingly, for fear of the inhabitants, who kept a watchful 
eye over them. 

The yth of May, Ifaac Zweers and John Broekhufen were carried on board a yacht 
called the St. Francis, in order to be conveyed to the Ifle of Terceira ; and as they 
were the firft Dutch prifoners that were fent to that ifland, every one looked upon it 
no otherwife than a pretence to throw them over-board after they were come to lea. 
Here they met with worfc treatment than before, being forced to ftand to the pump 
during the whole voyage, and yet were ready to be ftarved, notwithftanding the fea- 
men catched more filh than they could confume. At laft, the 28th, being arrived in 
the road near Terceira, they faw within an hour after, a Dutch ffiip coming to anchor 
near them j they called to the ffiip till the mafter fent fome of his people aboard them,' 
unto whom they made their complaints ; and, underftanding that the mafter was a na- 
tive of Niewendam, called Martin Peter Honing, they began to be a little cheerful, 
though the Portuguefe would not allow them to go aboard theJDutch ffiip. But the 
29th, being left alone with the fteer-man, and only one boy in the veflel, tljey found 
means to go in fpite of their keepers aboard Martin Peter Honing, who promifed to 

# fee them delivered. The fame afternoon, Mo<jr, the governor of this and the adjacent 

• iflands, refilling in Terceira, fent for Zweers* and Broekhufen, and told them that he* 
had received a letter from the governor Antonio Telles de Sylva, in which he had de- 
fired him to detain them prifoners in the caftle for a twelve-month j but that he did not 
think hitnfelf obliged to follow his directions, he having no other dependence but on 
the King, who being not concerned in this war, his orders were, to fend all the pri- 
foners brought thither to Portugal j that they might rely upon it ; and, for their pre- 
fent fuftenance, till a ffiip ffiould be ready to go, ordered them nine rix-dollars. 

The 1 3th of June, they met with a mafter of a French veflel, who offeree^ to carry 
them, without any reward, to Portugal, which they willingly accepted of : here they 
met with many of their fellow-prifoners, who had imagined no otherwife, but that the 
Portuguefe had thrown them over-board. They continued here till the 10th of Sep- 
tember, when Zweers and Broekhufen embarked themfelves at Lifbon aboard a man of 
war, called the Prince Henry, and at laft, the 4th of December, after a thoufand dan- 
gers and miferids, which they had fuftained fince their departure from the Dutch’ 
Brazil, arrived fafely in the Maefe. ,, . 

* But we muft return towards the Receif. The unexpected jdefeat of Colonel Flaus 
put all the inhabitants of the Receif under great confirmation ; but the council left 
no ftone unturned to put the place,* with all the adjacent forts, in a condition to make 

a vigorous 



nieuhoff’s brazil. 


a vigorous defence, in cafe it fhould be,attacked by the enemy ; and, that every thing 
might be performed with the beft order that could be, Peter Bas was conftituted com- 
mander-in-chief in the Receif. Admiral Lichthart was to take care of the batteries 
and artillery thereunto belonging ; Henry Moucheron was made commander in Mau- 
rice’s Town ; all their thoughts being now bent upon the defence of thefe places, which 
before they judged out of danger. , 

The ftables and out-houfes for the ufe of the negroes, as likewife the walks and 
gardens belonging to Count. Maurice’s houfe, being no fmall impediment to the fort 
Erneftus, it being to^be feared that, under favour of thefe houfes and trees, the enemy 
might unexpectedly furprife the fort and Maurice’s Town ; and the inhabitants eameftly 
requefted the pulling down of thofe ftables, out-houfes, and trees, and what elfe might 
prove dangerous to the place ; orders were given to Mr. Valbergen and Major Bayert, 
commanding in the fort Erneftus, to fee the fame put in execution, with as little da- 
mage to the houfe as poffibly could be. The houfes near the fort Bruin were likewife 
ordered to be pulled down, and the horn-work belonging to it, to be levelled at the 
requeft of the citizens. Many negroes were alfo employed under the conduct of Ma- 
jor Beck and the captain of the city-militia, to break down all the houfes in Maurice’s 
Town, which lay too near the retrenchments. All Portuguefe prifoners were ordered 
to be diftributed in the ihips ; and feveral volunteers, who had committed many out- 
rages in the country, and were detained in cuftody, were taken into fervice for three 
months*. A rumour being fpread abroad that eighteen of the enemy were come into 
the Affagados, a company of citizens were got in readinefs to aflift them, but it proved 
not true. 

• The fame day, the ffiip called the Orange-tree, ‘arrived near the Receif, being come 
out of the Maefe the 21ft of May with thirty-five faldiers for recruits. The watches 
were fo difpofed, that in Maurice’s Town Mr. de Wit and Raetfield (befides the or- 
dinary offi its'), and in jhe Receif, Mr. Aldrich and Valbergen, fhould go the rounds. 

Balthafar Dortmund, governor of Itamarika, fent advice to the council the 17th of 
Auguft, that Kavalkanti was with fome troops come to Iguaraku, and had fummoned 
the Brazilians to join with him in four days, under forfeiture of their lives. 

* The 1 9th, the citizens prefented a petition, ihewing the neceflity of haviqg the houfe 
of Count Maurice pulled down, as hindering the prolpeft from the fort Erneftus, and, 
if once pofleffed by the enemy, they might from thence annoy both the fort and the 
Receif itfelf with their cannon. But the council having advifed with Mr. Walbeck, 
Admiral Tichthart, Aldrich, De Wit, Raetfield, Moucheron, and Valbergen, thought 
fit not to agree to it for that time, being in hopes ‘that it might be made uleful for their 
defence. Mr. de Wit and Hamel were commanded to g^* from hence to each houfe in 
Maurice’s. Town, and to take an exaft account of what negroe s were able to bear arms, 
and to furnifh them with mufkets and pikes ; the fame charge was given to Admiral 
Lichthart and Captain Bartholomew Van Collen, for the Receif. All the fick that 
were in a ftate of reconvalefcency in the caftle were likewife ordered to fee* armed for its 
defence. 

At the fame time, an anfwer was fent to Mr. Dortmund, with orders to draw as 
many Brazilians as poffibly he could into the ifle of Itamarika, and to provide himfelf 
with as /nuch cattle and meal (farinha) as he was able to get out of the adjacent places ^ 
but that *f hejound himfelf not in a condition to maintain the whole ifland, or the city* 
of Schoppe, he fhould retire into the fort Orange, where he might be fupplied by fea, 
and, confequently, make a vigorous defence. Mr. Carpentier was likewife forwamed 
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to be upon his guard, and to retire in time into, the ifle of Itamarika, with his foldiers 
and Brazilians, if he found the inhabitants ready to take up arms againft him. 

The 1 9th, at night, a party went abroad 6» get intelligence, "but met with no enemy. 
Some negroes were alfo fent towards the enemy’s quarters to know their ftrength. The 
fame evening the council received a letter by Lieutenant Francis Meades from Andrew 
Vidal, in which he profeflfed his readinefs (till tb maintain the peace, complaining, at 
the fame time, of outrages committed by our foldiers, as may be feen out of the fol- 
lowing letter : — 


A Letter from Vidal to the Council. 

** We have fent you advice before by Lieutenant Manuel Antonio, of our arrival in 
.this captainfhip, by ordere from the governor Antonio Tclles de Sylva, and at your 
own requeft, in order to reftore tranquillity here by the molt effe&ual means we could 
devife. We alfo did reprefent to Your Lorcflhips the many innovations and unaccount- 
able proceedings which had reached our ears, by the lamentable cries of feveral noble 
ravilhed virgins, and the doleful complaints of the inhabitants of Rio Grande, where 
forty perfons of note, together with a prieft, and the' other day two more in the Salinas, 
were murdered in cool blood. I can fcarce mention without horror (and the refpect 
every one ought to have to facrod places forbids me to particularize) the outrages com- 
mitted againft the images of faints, and efpecially that of the mother of God, and facri- 
leges committed by your foldiers : all which confiderations, together with that we found 
you in a warlike condition, with yout troops in the field, natural right of felf-defencc 
eftablilhed by the conftant cuftom of war did teach us, not to leave an armed power 
behind our backs, which upon oocafion might have proved fatal to us before we could 
come to a refolution in conjunction with Your Lordlhips, what meafures were belt to 
be taken for the re-eftablilhment of that tranquillity, which t^as the only aim of our 
coming into thefe parts ; according to which we have regulated ourfelves in our march 
towards the Receif, till we come to the town of St. Antonio de Cabo ; whCre, having 
caufed John Fernandes Vieira to be taken into cuftody, under a guard of twelve fol- 
diers, we* were furprifed at the vaft numbers of inhabitants,, children, women, and re- 
ligious men, who, to (heller themfelves from the outrages and robberies committed 
againft them by Captain Blaar in the Vergea, came to feek for (helter among us. They 
gave us an account how that the laid captain, not fatisfied with having plundered their 
houfes, Had carried away three of the nobleft ladies of the country, -after they had been 
grievoufly difgraced before ; the inhabitants, being exafperated by thefe violences, did, 
againft our will, leave our camp fo fuddenly, that whatever hafte we made to inarch 
after them, we could not overtake them before they were engaged with fome of your 
troops, in the fugar-mill of Ifabel Gonfalves, which they intended to have let on fire, 
had it not been for our men, who were forced to interpofe betwixt them and your fol- 
diers, to .their no fmall danger and our lofs, as being expofed to the volleys of your 
fmall (hot, which confided for the moft part of bullets cut in pieces and made four 
fquare. As the hoftilities committed daily againft our troops afford frefli occafion of 
revolt among the inhabitants, fo we cannot but lay before Your Lordlhips the late pro- 
clamation and ratification of peace betwixt us, protefting now and for ever, in the name 
' of God, John IV. our King, as alfo in the name of the States- General, ana all our 
allies, that Your Lordlhips will not let things come to a rup'ture, and not give us new 
caufe of adfing offenfively, or to* declare war againft you. We cannot longer diffemble 
.pur opinion, that the reiterated complaints of the inhabitants may, at lead m fome mea- 
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^. r ?* ^ erve excufe, if not a juftification, of the proceedings of John Fernandes 
Vieira, concerning whom we are fufnciently fatisfied that his firfl: intentions were only to 
afford protedion to fome innocent perfons Areatened with definition ; which though 
it was in his power to do, yet did he retire from place to place with his forces, in hopes 
of avoiding any engagement, till forced thereunto by neceffity, he was constrained to 
repel force by force. We beg of Your*Lordfhips to take this letter into ferious confi- 
deration, being’ of fo much confequenfce to our both fides fafeties ; for it feems as if 
Heaven itfelf were offended at our proceedings. /God preferve Your Lordfhips. 

“ From De Ingenio of Sr; John Baptift 

, “ de Venies, Aug. 19, 1645. Andrew Vidal de Nkgreiros.” 

An anfwer from the council was fent the next following day by the fame lieutenant : 

The Council’s t>A nfwer. 

“ Out of our anfWer to your letter, dated at Serinham, the 3 th of Auguft, you may 
fufficiently fee that the proteftations made, both by the governor, Antonio Telles de 
* Sylva, and by yourfelf, concerning the maintaining of the peace betwixt Iiis Majefty 
of Portugal and the ftates-general of the United Provinces, were never looked upon 
by us as fincere, or to be relied upon, fince your aftions did in no wife agree with your 
words. The treacherous propofals made to one of our, deputies, to betray one of our 
beft ftrong holds into your hands ; the landing of fo formidable a force in our territories 
without any knowledge, under pretence of a mifinterp reted fenfe of our letter to His 
Excellency ; the coming with a ftrong fleet into our road ; the taking of the 
fort of Serinham ; the flaughter of fo many ’Brazilians, our fubjects, in cool 
blood ; the fummons fent to the Cape of St. Auflin for a furrender ; nay, the at- 
tacking and furprifmg of our troops, who were forced to keep in the field* for 
the bridling of our rebellious inhabitants ; all thefe, we fay, cannot by any unbiafled 
perfons be looked upon otherwife than manifeft infractions of the faid treaty, and open 
hoililiries. «\Ve on our fide can, without the leail contradiction to truth, pofitively de- 
clare, that our armament was not in the leaft intended againft His Majefty of Portugal, 
but againft the rebels and their adherents ; which we were compelled to, when we faw 
many armed troops to penetrate into our territories crofs the river St.Frandfco. The fur- 
priftng of fome of our barks in the Salgados ; the taking of the houfe Marecape, and 
, making our fifeguards prifoners there, as well as at Cambao, and feveral other places ; 
the gallows that were ere&ed on purpofe to terrify our inhabitants into a compliance 
with the revolted party ; the killing of three of the faid inhabitants of Pojuica in cool 
blood, and the furprifmg of feveral of our foldiers and Brazilians fent to St. Lawrence 
to fetch farinha ; the plundering of the houies and {hops of feveral tradefmen in the 
country, with many fuch-like violences committed by the revolted party ; and what is 
the word?, before ever we appeared in arms, but endeavoured, by proclamations of par- 
•don and maintaining them in their pofleflions, to divert the danger ; all tftefe, actions, 
we fay, will not admit of any other interpretation but of open hoftilities. 

« How can it be fuppofed that in the llation we are, we could, after all thofe provoca* 
tiops and flights of our kind offers, defift any longer from drawing the fward ? What- 
ever, in the mean-time, has been tranfa&ed contrary to the cuftom of war, has been done 
without otfr knowledge and intention ; being occafioned by the treacherous dealings of 
the rebels, and confequenttyto be looked upon as deferved punifhments, rather than the 
confequences of a juft, war ; befides, that neither His Excellency Antonio Telles de 
Sylva, neither you nor any body elfe, has any legal power to call us to an account con- 
1 vol. xiv. 5 M cerning 



8 1 8 


nieuhoff's brazil. 


ceming the government or punifliment of thf fubje&s of. the States-Genefal, no more 
than the King of Portugal is anfwerable to us for what is tranfa&ed upon that account 
in his kingdom or other dominions. 

“ Notwithftanding which, we would have you not in the lead lay the before-mentioned 
crimes and violences at our door ; we are fo far from having encouraged or commanded 
the Tapoyers to kill the Portuguefe inhabitants in.Kunhao, that for thefe feveral years 
laft pad we have endeavoured to prevent it ; for having, by the ill treatment they had 
received from the Portuguefe, been erafperated againd th,em, they were for killing mod 
of the inhabitants of that captainlhip, and had adually put it in.execution, had we not 
interpofed our authority, and ordered our garrifons to take them into their particular 
prote&ion. What you fay of ravilhing of women, is not only beyond our knowledge, but 
even beyond whatever we heard of before, having taken all imaginable care to prevent 
fuch violences by our proclamation, pu^lilhed for that purpofe. It is known to all the 
world that we afforded our peculiar protection to the women of Be Ingenio, of St. Ar- 
nout d’Orlanda, and what concerns the taking of the ladies by Captain John Blaar, was, 
as we are informed, done with no other intention, than to exchange them for his wife tj 
or at lead to keep them as hodagcs for her, he having received intelligence that fhe was 
very ill treated by you at Serinham. The rebels t'hemfelves made the fird ftep towards 
thofe robberies and rapines that have been committed by our foldiers fince, which, how- 
ever, cannot come into balance with thofe cheats, frauds, and rapines, wherewith thofe 
rebels have defrauded and robbed their creditors of their debts and goods ; • notwith- 
ftanding which, we have, by granting fafeguards and otherwife, done all what in us lay 
to prevent the fame. 

“ The late murder upon the perfon of the Salinhas was committed the 1 7th of 
Auguft, without our knowledge, to our great diffatisfaftion, by the flying Brazilians, 
who, being enraged at the killing of their men, women, and children at Serinham, 
without any diftinftion of age or fex, took this opportunity of revenging themfelves. 
You may eafily guefs that the papers difperfed by Antonio Kavalcanti at Iguaracu have 
alfo contributed not a little to this enterprife. ’ 

“ Of the bullets mentioned by you to have been ufed in the laft encounter, we have 
more reafon to complain than you, it being our conftant order not to recede from what 
is the cuftom of war in thefe cafes. 

“ The courtefy (hewed in faving and receiving our foldiers we are ready to acknow- 
ledge, and to return upon the like occafion, defiring you would fend us back your refo- 
lution upon this point by the fame drummer. 

** It being evident from what has been alledged, that all the part misfortunes ought 
to be imputed to the rebels, unto whom we endeavoured by all requifite means to re- 
ftore tranquillity and peace ; but they, perfifting in their rebellious defigns, deferve 
rather condign punilhment than the leaft excufe at your hands. For which reafon it is 
that we proteft before God and the whole world, againft the proceedings of His Ex- 
cellency Antonio Telles de Sylva, and what elfe has been committed by yourfelf con- 
trary to the treaty concluded betwixt His Majefty of Portugal and the ftates-general of 
the United Provinces ; not questioning but that upon the receipt of thefe prefents, you 
will retire with your forces to the Bahia, and thereby put ah end to the further violation 
of the faid treaty. Thus, expe&ing your anfwer, we reft, 

“ Receif, Aug. 20, 164$, Sir, yours, ‘&c. M 

The fame night word being brought that fome of the enemy's troops were advanced 
to Olinda, notice was given to all the circumjacent forts to prepare for a vigorous de- 
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Fence, and two batteries ordered to be railed on the back-fide of the dwelling-place of 
the negroes, from whence they might fcommand the avenues to the Receif along the 
river fide. Several volunteers lately comA from the fiat country, were incorporated 
into one company, unde- the command of Secretary Hamel, as captain, and Jeronymo 
Holman their lieutenant : two advanced guards were placed, one betwixt the fort Bruin 
and the triangular fort ; the fecond betwixt the laft and Count Maurice’s plantation : 
part of the bridge of Boavifta was’brdken down to hinder the enemy’s pafiage that 
way ; and confidering the importance of the triangular fort, a detachment of twenty- 
fix foldiers, out of feveral companies, was ordered to reinforce the garrifon there. 
The fame care was taken for the fecurity of Maurice’s Town, Antonio Vaez, the fort 
Erneftus, the quiquangular fort, and all the reft. 

Major Bayert was ordered to have the remaining walls of Count Maurice’s ftables 
pulled down, becaufe they hindered the profpeS: from the fort Erneftus; and 
Henry Vermeulen was commanded to employ thirty negroes in clearing the plantation 
of Count Maurice and the ditches from aft rubbilh ; and the before-mentioned Bayert 
ordered to remove the palifadoes from the faid gardens, and to put them round his 
fort. The engineer Pifteor had orders given him to fet a row of palifadoes on that 
fide of the fort of Erneftus, where it fronts the before-mentioned gardens, and to 
extend therq five rods into the river. And this fort being not fufficiently ftored with 
heavy-cannon, commiffary Sticht was to carry thither two great pieces, then planted at 
the bridge-foot, and inftead of them to place there two culverins ; likewife, the. entrance 
of the channel of Maurice’s Town was flopped by a double row of palifadoes. The 
members of the council, in conjunction with thofe of the court of juftice, took pother 
view of the fuburbs of Maurice's Town, to coniult whether it were belt to maintain 
or to defert that port, but the refolution thereof was deferred till the next day. Two 
great cannon were planted in the quinquangular fort, to command the ijver»fide ; 
and in conf deration that^the horn-works belonging to that fort required a confiderable 
number of men for their defence, the governor of the fort was ordered to have the 
fame levelled by his Brazilians and foldiers, and one hundred negroes ; and the woods 
betwixt the faid fort and the Affagados, were ordered to be cut down by the Brazilians 
belonging to the fort, when it was alfo refolved to draw the fortifications of »Maurice’s 
Town into a narrower compafs, and to repair the walls round the Receif ; fo that by 
the indefatigable care of the council, all the fortifications, both of the Receif and the 
other adjacent places, were put into fuch a good pofture of defence, that the enemy, 
though very ftrong, durft not attempt any thing thereabouts for that time. Mr. Dort- 
mund had drawn near fourteen hundred perfons into Itamarica, feven nundred of 
which being women and children, he defired fome fupplies of provifions, but for the 
reft, had put the ifland in a good pofture. 

Mr. Linge, by his letter, dated in Parayba, the 2 ad of Aug aft, fent advice to the 
council*, that after notice given him of the defeat of Colonel Haus, he®had judged it 
moft convenient to remove the garrifon and inhabitants of Frederick jnto i the forts; 
that however the Portuguefe were pretty quiet as yet, notwithftanding ffis .’ ole force 
confifted not in above four hundred foldier§, one hundred inhabitants, and fifty Bra- 
zilians, among whom were a good number of fick and maimed men,; and that the 
Tapoyers had flain about twelve or fourteen labouring countrymen. Major Hoogftraten, 
Ley,’ anfl Hecjc, had not long before given notice to the council, that they had burnt* 
all the houfes, but efpecially the magazine and church without the fort, for its better 
■defence, and that the enemy haft polled themfelves on the hill of the cape, and on the 
fouthern ifiarfd. 
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On the 2 5th of Auguft, upon another review of the fortifications of Maurice’s Town, 
the fame were ordered to be brought forthwith to perfection. 

The fame day the council received letters from Mr. Linge, by the way of Itamarica, 
dated the 1 8th and 1 9th of Auguft, in Parayba, that William Barents had fent him 
advice from Kunbao the 14th of Auguft, that he and Rudolph Bawn had a troop of 
Tapoyers ready for our fervice, every thing being very quiet thereabouts ; but that the 
faid Tapoyers had carried away all the cattle belonging to Peter Farcharfon, which had 
occafioned no fmall fcarcity of frefh f^efh thereabouts. , , * 

It was alfo judged abfolutely necelYary by the council, to take into their ferious con- 
fideration the prefent condition of the forts in Rio St. Francifco and Seregippo del Rey, 
which being provided but with flender garrifons, and all communication cut olf betwixt, 
them and the Receif, and in great danger of being loft ; it was judged abfolutely 
neceflary, after the defeat of Colonel Haus, to endeavour the prefervation of them, 
and confequently of the whole Dutch Brazil, by removing them from thence to 
the Receif. * ' 

To accomplifh this with all imaginable fecurity, Mr. Walbeck was deputed by the 
great council to the council of war, to know their opinion, by what means thefe gar- 
rifons, as well as that of Porto Calvo, might be with fafety brought to the Receif, or 
whether, confidering that they would be forced to leave their cannon behind them, 
they fhould be ordered to defend themfelves to the laft extremity, in hopes of receiving 
fpeedy fuccours from Holland for their relief. * , 

The council of war having well weighed the whole matter, unanimouily agreed upon 
the following refolution : 

The Refolution of the Council of War, 

“ That it was their opinion, confidering the capital city was in danger, for want of 
a fufficient garrifon, the garrifons of the before-mentioned forts, which in all proba- 
bility could not make any long refiftance, ought to be taken from thence, with as 
much ammunition and cannon as could be done, and carried to the Receif. But in 
regard that the fort of Porto Calvo lay pretty deep into the country, where the river 
was very narrow and fhallow, the garrifons* of Rio St. Francifco and Seregippo del Rey 
were to pafs that way, in order to join them, and that they (hould. bury or break their 
cannon. * 

* tt By order from the council of war, Auguft *4, *645. 

(Signed) Korn’elis Bayer, 

Albertus Oosxerma> 
L.. Van Harkeman, 
John Dennewg, 

Samuel Lambartz,. 
Henry Advocakt, 
Frederick Pistoor, 
Captain Haelmeister, 
Rene de Mouchy.” 

Accordingly two barks, wkh the fhip Zealandia, were ordered for the exebutibn of 
ftiis enterprife, to Rio St. Francifco. * * 

The laft day °f Auguft, one of the captains of thefe two barks returned,, and gave 
an account that he, hgjig advanced into the river of Rio St. Francifco, within a league 
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of the faid fort, he received fo warm falute of fmall fhot from a Portuguefe vfeffel 
full of fire-locks, that he was forced to return, without being able -to penetrate any 
further up the river ; that the other bark being difcouraged thereat, durft not venture 
to go to Seregippo, but that they thought fit to retreat back with the fhip Zealandia ; 
he further added, that it would be very difHcult.to put this defign in execution, unlefs 
they were provided with fome galiot # s and yachts well armed. 

Purfuant to 'this advice, the council ordered the yacht called the Sprew, with three 
other barks, thither, to ♦join with the fhip Zealand, for the more effe&ual execution of 
this defign. 

They fet fail from the Receif the 2d of September, Captain William Lambartz com- 
modore. He returned with the faid yacht and the Zealandia, the i ft of October, to 
the Receif, where he gave the following account of his expedition to the council : 

We came, the 22d of September, within a half league of the fort of Sr. Maurice, 
where we met with a bark, whish, at the difeharge of one of our cannon, failed away 
before us up the river. As we were in puffuit of her, we efpied another fmall veflel, 
in company of the bark belonging to John Hoek, both full of foldiers : we faw the 
fir ft of thefe two run afhore, and the foldiers landing, who fkirmilhed with an oppofite 
party for the defence of the veflel : *our yacht, under favour of our cannon, boarded 
the laid veflel, with an intention to fet it on fire ; but finding it loaden with the baggage 
of our foldiprs, fell to plundering firft ; and foon after .efpied a boat, wjth a white flag, 
making all the fail they could towards them : Major Pappenheim, late commander of 
the fort of Rio St. Francifco, and Mr/Hoek, were in this boat, being fent- by the 
enemy to let us know, that if we fet fire to the veflel, he would cut all the prifoners, 
with their wives and children, to pieces, fo that we defifted from it. They gave us an 
account, that the faid fort had been forced to,furrendpr three days before, for want of 
wood and provifions, after a liege of twenty-fix days : that the Portuguefe, having laken 
a ferjeant, . ! th four folcjiers of the garrifon of Seregippo, had killed the foldiers, and 
fent the ferjeant back with a convoy of two hundred’ men, to fetch the garrifon of 
Seregippo, which had not 'above ff>ur days- provifion left, from thence. That about 
eight days before the furnender of the fort. Colonel Haas, Captain Liftry, and Captain 
Wiltfchut, paffed by that way, in their journey to the Bahia, whither they,' purfuant 
to their capitulation, were to be carried, with the reft of the prifoners, and from 
thence to Portugal, and fo further to Holland, without any other lofs except their 
baggage, being for the reft indifferently well treated. They further added, that the 
Portuguefe, not long ago, detached two hundred men to the ifland of Melchio.* Alvares, 
in hopes to cut off the retreat of ouf men, and to prevent their excurfions, but came 
too late, our people being retired before. That the enemy had likewife made them- 
felves mailers of *he fort Dos Affagados, where Mr. Bulleftraet being made a prifoner, 
was now <m his way to the Bahia. Captain Lainbartz hearing this account,, thought it 
his belt* way to retreat towards the mouth of the river, where, having. IJient two days 
in refitting nis fhips, he returned the ift of October to the Receif. - * , 

The fame ill fuccefs attended us at Seregippo and Porto Cairo ; for tfie c wncil hav- 
ing fent a bark with provifions to their religfi the fame, contrary, to her orders, came 
to anchor before Rio St. Erancifco, where being feized by the enemy, the garrifon of 
Seregippo being thereby difappointed in their hopes, were forced to furrender,. after they 
had Fpenf all tljeir provifions. After this misfortune, there was not the lead probability 
left of faving the garrifon t>f Porto Calvo, which, lying deep into the country,: the river 
was not navigable thereabouts, by reafon of its narrownefs,. and that the enemy was 
mailer of the* field on both tides, fo that they were likewife obliged, to furrender for 
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want of neceffaries. The garrifons of thefe three forts were, contrary to their capitula- 
tion (by virtue of which they were to be conduded to the Receif), carried prifoners to 
the Bahia ; but thofe that could not follow the reft, by reafon of ficknefs, or otherwife, 
were cut to pieces by the Portuguefe. . 

Many of the foldiers belonging to thefe as well as other garrifons, and of the troops 
under Colonel Haus, dreading the danger of the land journey to the Bahia, did take 
fervice among the Portuguefe : but Captain Nicholas Nicholfon being lent with fixty- 
four of thefe Dutch to prepare an amtjulh for fome of our forces, took this opportunity 
to join with us, which exafperated the enemy to that degree, that they difarmed all the 
Dutch that had taken fervice there, and murdered them in cool blood, the like they did 
with the Dutch inhabitants that had ftaid behind in the country. 

In the meanwhile the captainlhip of Parayba, through the good condud of their go- 
vernor Paul de Linge, remained in obedience, at lealfc in outward appearance, till the 
25th of Auguft 1645, when the inhabitants, having received intelligence of the defeat 
of Colonel Haus, and the furrender of the cape of St. Auflin, and being at the fame 
time encouraged by the fuccours of five companies, and good (lore of arms, fent to them 
by Vidal from Pernambuko, they began alfo to take up arms, with an intention to cut 
off the communication betwixt the garrifon in the monaftery of St. Francifco, as the in- 
habitants of Fredericia (a place of no flrength), and the forts near the fea-lhore ; but 
Mr. linge Ihreiydly ful'peding tjieir defign, did, with confent of the reft of the officers 
there, order all the citizens with their effeds, and the before-mentioned ganrifon, to 
withdraw within thefe forts, to prevent their being furprifed by the Portuguefe, and to 
ferve as an additional ftrength for the defence of the forts ; for which reafon alfo the 
Brazilians inhabiting with their families in thofe parts, were commanded to intrench 
themfelves under the cannon, whjch ferved for outworks to them. The enemy finding 
themfelves by the conjunction of thefe forces, difappointed in their defign ol making 
themfelves matters of Parayba by force, had recourfe to their wonted artifice, not quef- 
tioning but they might have the fame fuccels in purchafmg the forts of Parayba, as they 
had had at the cape of St. Auftin. To cncompafs Which, they fent in September 1645, 
one Ferdinand Rodrigo de Bulhaus, clerk of the court of juftice of Parayba, with a let- 
ter diredted to the commander-in-chief, Paul Vander .Linge, offering him the fum*of 
nineteen thoufand gilders, if he would furrender the faid fort into their hands. But 
this meffage had not the defired effed, the meffenger being, by order from Mr. de 
Linge taken into cuftody, and hanged the next day; of which he fent notice to the 
council the 16th of September. In the meanwhile, (according to Mr. de Linge’s let- 
ter from the 6th of September) five companies irfbre of the enemy's troops, making in 
all about three hundred men, were arrived in Parayba, which being joined by the ableft 
of the inhabitants, had polled themfelves near Tibery, where they had publilhed by 
proclamation, for every one to repair to his fugar-mill, under pain of forfeiting the 
lame. * 

The paffage betwixt the Affagados and the quinquangular fort, where the cattle be- • 
longing to the Receif were kept at pafture, being much infefted by the enemy’s parties, 
one of which had taken good part of it, ^ finall wooden fort was ordered to be ereded 
in the moll c«nvenient poll, for the fecunty of the meadows thereabouts. 

Some time before, viz. the 26th of July, orders were fent from the council to Semes 
Carpentier, to difarm the inhabitants of Goyana, who thereupon petitioned the faid 
council to be excufed from furrendering their arms, confidefing that thuty-feven Portu- 
guefe of Kunhao, who had been difarmed, were murdered by the Tapoyers, and that 
they were daily in J*ar of the fame treatment, till they were further removed from their 
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borders. The council anfwered, that the murder committed upon thefe Portuguefe had 
been done without their knowledge, and’contrary to their orders ; that in cafe they per- 
filled in’ their allegiance, they had nothing to fear from the Tapoyers, whilft they were 
under their prqte&ion : neither ought they to imagine that the difarming of them, was 
done with an intention to leave them a prey to the Tapoyers, but for our own fecurity, 
and to fumilh them with a plaufible excufe not to join with the rebels, whenever they 
ihould be prompted thereunto by tfiem*. At the fame time they repeated their orders 
to Mr. Carpentier, not? to defift from difarming $hofe of Goyana, notwithftanding their 
petition to the contrary, but that he Ihould be very careful, that neither the foldiers nor 
Brazilians of Marni might be burthenfome to them. The council alfo deputed Mr. 
Aftclle and Captain William Lambartz, with letters to John Duwy and Karakara, the 
firft king, and the fecond commander-in-chief of a troop of the Tapoyers, with prefents 
to all the reft of their commanders, in order to engage them to join with us, they hav- 
ing complained of their not having been prefented, like as John Duwy was before ; ac- 
cordingly the faid Mr. Aftelle and Captain 'William Lambartz having taken their leave 
the 28th of Auguft of the council, took Clipping for Parayba, in order to go from 
thence to Kunhao to treat with the Tapoyers. 

The members of the court of juftice and the council of war, in conjunction with the 
magiftrates,, having reprefented to the great council the abfolute neceffity of having the 
houfes in Maurice’s Town pulled down and laid levej with the groupd ; an order of 
the faid council was publilhed the 29th of Auguft by beat of drum, enjoining the inha- 
bitants to pull down fuch houfes, within the fpace of two days, and in cafe of failure, 
every body to be at liberty to break down the > fame for his ufe ; the houfe of Mr. 
Rechterer only excepted, which was to be converted into a redoubt, for the defence of 
the adjacent plain. The fame day John Denninger, .lately lieutenant to Colonel Haus, 
fucceeded Captain Baar, now a prifoner with the enemy, in his command ; ,and many 
negroes oil* red to lerve jhe company under a captain of their own choofing. 

The 30th of Auguft, Captain William Lambartz, with part of his forces returned to 
the Receif from Parayba, where he gave the council an account of his negotiation : that 
not without a great deal of trouble they at laft obtained two hundred Tapoyers from 
their king John Duwy, who pretended that, he dreaded an incurfion from one of his 
neighbours, who in the abfence of his troops might perhaps kill him with all his family, 
and demanded at the fame time, . that all the Portuguefe might be killed in Parayba. 
That he marching with thefe Tapoyers into the faid captainlhip of Parayba, they a&ually 
flew all the Portuguefe they met with in their way, to the number ’of one hundred per- 
fons, and plundered their houfes ; and as foon as they found him prepared to appeafe 
them, one half of them, with what negroes and other booty they had got, returned 
home ; but continuing his march with the reft through Goyana towards the Receif, 
the Tapo/fers did no fooner underftand that they were likely to meet with fome oppofi- 
tion by the way, but they followed the footfteps of the reft homewards, fo that he was 
forced to retire with all fpeed to the fort of St. Margaret in Parayba, . ( fxdm whence he 
returned by fea to the Receif. Hereupon the council difpatched fome*let . s the 16th 
of September for Rio Grande, dire&ed to king John Duwy, Jacob Rabbi and Rudolf 
Baro, exhorting them to join their arms with ours, for our mutual defenoe, and to chafe 
the Jforjuguefe that were on their march thither, from thence. 

The 13th of September 1645, Jeronymo Serrao da Payva, late admiral of the Portu-* 
guefe fleet (made prifonefs in the late fea-engagement in the bay of Tamandare) ap- 
peared before the council, where being examined concerning the defigns of the governor 
of the Bahia ‘in fending a fleet, and landing his forces in the bay of Tamandare, as like- 
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wife concerning the fleet under the command of Salvador Korrea de Saa, he refufed to 
give any other anfwer, or to make the lead confefiion, but that he was fent with the 
laid fleet and forces to oiler his affillance to appeafe the revolt arifen among ,us. He 
defired alfo leave to fend a letter by a drummer to the colonels Martin Soares Moreno 
and Andrew Vidal, about the exchanging of his perfon, and fome other Portuguefe pri- 
foners, which was granted. 

Some of the citizens having conceived a jealoufy, as if their prefling circumftances 
and the need they flood in of prefent relief, had not been fufficipntly reprefented to the 
council of Nineteen in Holland, it wa‘s thought fit by the* council to communicate the 
contents of the two JaA letters to their fatisfa&ion. ' 

The 19th of September, about noon, our whole fleet retired from the bay of Tamin- 
dare into the road of the Receif, with two men of war and two fmall veffels, taken from 
the enemy ; where I was arrived long before, having left them immediately after the 
engagement. The fame night Servaes Carpentier, who died the day before, was in- 
terred. The fame day the yacht called the Doe, and one of the fmall velfels taken from 
the enemy, and called by us the Receif, were fent a cruifing to the cape of St. Aultin, 
to prevent the enemy receiving any fupplies by fea thereabouts. 

The conncil being fenfible that the enemy made it his chiefell endeavour to drive 
away their cattle, and to prevent them by llrong parties from fetching of wood and 
fi filing, a company of fuzilceis were ordered to be erefled out of other companies, who 
were to be comihanded by Captain Renbagh, and to ferve as a conllant gifard againlt 
the enemy’s flying parties. The 2.1 11 of September, the following proclamation of par- 
don for luch as had taken fervice with the enemy, was publilhed. 

« 

A Par ion publijhed. 

**■ Irhe'great council of the* Dutch Brazil being made fenfible, that many of their 
fubje&s being fallen into the enemy’s hands, have either fox* fear of being killed or 
tranfported, and out of other confiderations, taken fervice among the enemy’s troops, 
and confidering that moll of them have been inveigled by their commanders, and 
perhaps a;e in a fair way of repenting of their error, # have thought fit, by thefe pip- 
lents, to grant our pardon to all Inch as lhall return to our fervice, for all pall offences ; 
with our promife, that they lhall receive the advantage of the fame llation they were 
poffeffed of among us before ; and fuch as are willing to return to their native country, 
(hall bav^ pafiports granted them for that purpofe: from the benefit of which pardon, 
are however excepted Pirck Hoogfiratcn, and the other traitors, who being com- 
manders of forts, have treacheroufly delivered up the fame to the enemy.” 

By this time the enemy had blocked up all the avenues by land, leading to the 
Receif, in hopes to reduce us by famine, having polled both all the Portuguefe forces 
fent to their .aid from the Bahia, and the rebellious troops from the city of Olinda to 
the Barettu, in«the form of a half- moon ; and made about half a league from the fort 
of Affagodas an entrenchment provided with fix pieces of heavy cannon, brought 
hither from Porto Calvo ; but durlt not attack us by force, knowing we were prepared 
for their reception. 

, Mr. Dortmund having by his letters reprefented to the council, the neceflky there 
was of fending one of their members to provide for the fecyrity of Itatliarika, and to 
keep the Brazilians (confilting of fifteen hundred men, women, and children), by 
his authority in their duty agaiml the folicitaiions of Kamaron, who left mo flone un- 
turned 



NIEUHOFP r S BRAZIL. 825 

turned to bring them over to his fide;, they defired Mr. Bulleftraet to take upon him 
this province; who accordingly, the 23d of September, fet fail thither in the fhip the 
Deventer, and returning the 29th of September to the Receif, gave the following 
account to the caunc: , * 

He arrived about noon at the entrance of ‘the river Maria Farinha, where being 
informed by J[ohn Vos, matter of a bark, that the enemy had twice attacked the city 
of Schoppe, and continued before it ftill, he went in a fhallop with five or fix Tea- 
men to the fort Orailge, but was no fooner efpied by the garrifon, but they de- 
fired him not to com^ nearer, they being ftill fmartly engaged with the enemy upon the 
hill, and doubtful of fuccefs : whereupon he font two Teamen, with a letter to Mr. 
Dortmund, who being encouraged by the reward of two reals, brought an anfwer 
from him the fame night, intimating that the enemy had been forced to retire. 

The 25th of Augutt, by break of day, he went in a fhallop to the city of Schoppe, 
and finding that the enemy, what with the brave refittance made by the garrifon, 
what with fear of this fhip, had abandoned not only the city, but alfo the whole ifland, 
he ordered the fortifications to be forthwith repaired, and to be put into a good pofture 
of defence. 

For the enemy perceiving that it was in vain to attack us upon the Receif, fent 
great part of their forces, embarked in eight boats and a bark, againft Itamarika, the 
20th of September ; where having furprifed and vigosoufly attacked our forces, potted 
on the hill near the city (our deferters making the firft attack), that they the third time 
made themfelves matters of it, forcing our troops to retreat into their entrenchments 
of the church. 

About three days after, viz. the 23d, Mr. Bullettraet, as we are told, arrived in 
the ft ip Deventer, to give the neceflfary orders for»the defence of the place; and to 
keep the Brazilians in awe, he brought along with him fome volunteers chofetf from 
among the citizens, the»garrifon of the Receif being fo weak as not to be rendered 
ufelefs by any further detachments ; befides that there were four hundred Brazilians 
capable of bearing arms at Itamarika. He was charged by the great council, and the 
members of the council of war, to watch above ai! things for the defence of the fort 
Orange, which was to be maintained to the laft, if they were not able t <5 keep the 
whole ifland on the lull. 

Mr. Bullettraet, after his arrival there, found it abfolutelv neceffary to preferve 
likewife the city of Schoppe, from whence the laid fort mutt be fupplied with wood, its 
fituation being fuch, as that fo long as we were matters at fea, we could maintain a 
correfpondence betwixt the laid fort and city;* for which purpofe alfo, the yacht 
called the Golden-Doe, had her flation appointed botwiV the fort Orange and the hill, 
to maintain the paflage of the river between both. But to return to the fiege of the 
city: th^enemy made three vigorous attacks upon the entrenchment on the hill, but 
was repulfed with the lofs of one hundred and fifty killed , though a barber, who 
after the fight deferted them, made their lofs amount to four hundred- and fifty, 
Kamaron and Hoogftratcn were wounded, and we had only fifteen killed -ad fixteen 
wounded. The Brazilians lately tranfported thither, from the villages of Goyana, 
Iguaracu, and other places, behaved themfelves to a miracle upon this oCcafion, though 
it mult fee allowed that the arrival of Mr. Bulleftraet did not a little cool their courage, 
which made them abandojn the ifland in the night, betwixt Sunday and Monday. 

The 2d of October the 1 great council entered upon a fecond debate concerning the 
prefervation .of Itamarika, they having received certain intelligence, that the enemy 
had undertaken the laft expedition againft that ifland, upon hopes of being feconde;! 
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therein by certain perfons of our party, with whom they kept a fecret correlpondency 
and though they were in the dark upon whom in particular to fix the intended treachery, 
yet did they think it conducing to the fafety of that fo important place, to remove 
Captain Sluyter with his company from thence, and in* their Head jp fend thither the 
company commanded by "Captain William Lainbartz, and to intruft him with the 
lupreme cnmmandfjjof all their forces there, wind} was put in execution accordingly 
the next day. The entrenchments round the' church and the fort Orange were alio 
ordered to be flrengthened with palifndoes ; and the firft (pursuant to the advice of 
Garftman and Dortmund), 1 ordered to be lurrounded with a copnterfcarp, within the 
compafs of which a company of Brazilians were lodged, with their wives and children, 
and the reft to be employed in the defence of the fort Orange; fo the redoubt 
which commanded the place, from which the fort was fupplied with water, was ordered 
to be repaired againft a fudden attack, without which the fort could not long fubfift, 
or hold out againft an enemy. 

Letters were about the fame time delivered to the council, dated* the 5th of O&ober, 
by Major Auftin de Magethaes, fent by Andrew Vidal, to treat about the exchange of 
prifoners; he told them, that fince Admiral Serrao de Payva had by two feveral 
letters folicited his releafement, he defired that the fame might be exchanged for other 
foldiers, or be ranfomed by Antonio, Telles de Sylva, governor of the pallia. He 
defired alfo that a cartel might be agreed upon for the exchange of the foldiers ; and 
that in the meanwhile fuch of the Portuguefe inhabitants, as were prisoners with 
us, might be releafed for reafonable ranfom, which was not accepted -of by the 
council. 

In the meanwhile (purfuant to the letters from the commander-in-chief of Rio 
Grande, and John Hoek of the 6th of OQober), Jacob Rabbi, with a fmall troop of 
Tapo^ers*and Brazilians, in conjun&ion with thirty Dutch inhabitants, made themfelves 
mafters of the feat of John Leftan, with the flaughter of jjfteen Portuguefe. But 
they had not the fame fuccefs at Fernandez Menda’s houfe in the Potigi, which being 
defended by fifty Portuguefe, they were repulfed with fome lofs. ' 

, The enemies finding themfelves difappointed in their delign of gaining Parayba by 
treachery,* did again apply all their care to .block up the avenues leading to the Recerf, 
in hopes of reducing it by famine. This occafioned many fkirmifhes, in which the 
Brazilians, who got the greateft part of their provifion out of the country, did a 
confiderable mifehief to the Portuguefe ; who for their greater fecurity built a fort in 
Pernambuko (as they likewife did in the Vergea of Parayba) near the fugar-mill of 
George Huomo Pinto, but {lightly ‘fortified, and not able to hold out againft any 
vigorous attack. In Rio Grande the Tapoyers played the mafters over the Portuguefe ; 
for as we told you before, that according to their cuftom they entered the faid captain- 
fhip in July 1645, w hen being informed of the rebellion of the Portuguef? in Per- 
nambuko, they out of an in-born hatred to that nation, attacked the 16th of July fome 
of them in tfxs, fugar-mill of Kunhao, and killed every foul of them, the Dutch inlia- 
bitants thereabouts not being ftrong enough to prevent it. From thence the Tapoyers 
marched to Monpobtt, Goyana, and Potofi, places belonging likewife to Rio Grande, 
where finding* a body of Portuguefe entrenched with palifadoes in the nature of a 
Palanka, they forced them, in conjunction with fome Brazilians, to furrender, under 
'condition that their fives Ihould be laved, provided they did nqt give any furtlfer occa- 
fion of difturbance. But fome of the Portuguefe flying afterwards into Parayba, the 
Tapoyers looking upon this as a breach of the late treaty, did with the before-mentioned 
Brazilians agree to put the reft to the fword wherever they met with thenf, which they 
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did accordingly, the Brazilians exclaiming againfl: the tyranny committed upon thirty 
or forty of their comrades, who, by Andrew Vidal’s order, were tied to palifadoes in 
Serinham and ftrangled, which had this good effeft, that Rio Grande for that time 
was entirely purged of ihe rebellious crew, except fome few who efcaped their hands. 
Their ellates and cattle were afterwards difpafed for the benefit of the company, 
and others their creditors, which fjurnifhed the public magazines with good (tore of 
fieih, at a very feafonable time. The* Portugueie being lenfible that we drew con- 
fiderable fupplies of provilions from that coujitry, endeavoured to prevent it by 
fending feveral bodies of their troops thither, but were always forced to retire to 
Parayba, whither they carried as much cattle along with them as they could. 

According to the depofition of Captain Nicholas Nicholfon (who came over to us 
the 1 ath of November, as we fhall fee anon) the four companies of Dutch quartered 
in the Vergea were as follows : 

The company of Nicholas Nicholfon, fixty-threc men, and among them twenty- 
three mufqucts. ' 

The company of Alexander Buchhalt, of forty-three men, among whom thirty-fix 
mufquets. 

The company of Captain Anthody, who was mortally wounded in a late engage- 
ment, confined of thirty-fix men, and among them thirty-two mufquets. 

The company of John de Wit, of forty men, but raiierable wretches, and among 
them only twelve mufquets. 

Befides thefe they had two other Dutch companies in Goyana, one commanded by 
George Peterfon of feventeen men, all pikes, the, other by La Cour of nineteen men, 
lihewife nmft pikes. They had alfo two more in Parayba, one under the command of 
Captair Peter Gendre of nineteen men, molt pikes ; ahe. fecond by Edward Verfman 
of twenty men, among whom was but one mufqueteer. So that the whole number of 
thefe eight . •'unpanies ampunted to no more than two hundred and fifty-feven men; 
their colonel was Hoogftraten, and Francis la Tour, late alderman of Serinham, major, 
a profefi'ed enemy to the Hollanders. Molt of the Dutch prifoners were put under a 
neceffity of taking fervice with the enemy, being otherwife in danger of being murdered 
in their way to the Bahia, as it ■happened tq forty-two prifoners taken at the cape of 
St. Auftin, who were all flam in the fugar-mill Konjau, near Serinham. He further 
declared, that the enemy’s forces in the Vergea confilted of about feven hundred men, 
fent from the Bahia, divided into nine companies, well armed with mufquets and five- 
locks. That befides thefe, they had about one hundred men, gathered from* among 
the Portuguefe inhabitants, they having forced all * the young men from the fouth of 
Huma, as far as St. Lawrence, to take up arms: fome being armed with fire-locks, 
others with mufquets they had taken from us ; they were for the inoft part mulals, 
and an urxfifciplined rabble, commanded by John Fernandes Vieira as colonel, and 
Anthony Dias, (who came from the Bahia) their major. Their captains moll in efteem 
♦among them were, Simon Mendes, Domingos Fagundos, and John d’^dbuquerque. 
Kamaron commanded one hundred Brazilians armed with blunderbufies, am. Dias two 
hundred negroes (among whom .fifty were purs), provided with very good guns; 
befides fome Tapoyers. Each foldier had for his daily allowance, a pound of meat, 
and about a pint of farinha or meal, and twelve gilders per month ; a captain one hun- 
dred and twenty gilders, an enfign forty-two, a ferjeant twenty-one, and a corporal 
fifteen gilders per month. .’But they only paid the Dutch troops with ready money, 
the account with the Portuguefe from the Bahia being m&de up but once a year. They 
were at that tirfte bufy in railing of a fort with four fmall baftions and a powder-houie, 
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betwixt Bierbrom’s fugar-mill and Cafa de Sabrodo, upon each of which were to be 
mounted three pieces of cannon, eight pieces having been brought for that purpofe 
from Porto Calvo, among which were five of metal. Round about this fort the fol- 
diers from the Bahia had their quarters affigned them, except the company commanded 
by John de Magehais, whiih was quartered in the Barefta, with four Dutch companies, 
viz. the Dutch tl^t were iri the fugar-mill of Bierbrom, and thofe commanded by 
Captain Peter Kavalkanti, and Anthony Jaconib, and two or three companies of the 
Portuguefe come from the Bahia, in f the fugar-mill Brito ; the reft being Portuguefe, 
mulats, and other idle fellows they had forced to follow 'them from the fouth. Thefe 
were armed for the moll part with fire-locks and mufquets, the reft with pikes. Andrew 
Vidal, John Fernandes Vieira, and Major lloogftraten, were at that time in the Cafa 
de Sabrodo ; all thefe confided not in above fix hundred men. About the fugar-mill 
of John de Mendonce were quartered three companies, two at the houfe of Sebaftian 
Karvalho, and two more in the fugar-mill of Mengao. Tfie reil were polled in the 
Salines, Barctta, and the city of Olinda.® Some of Kamaron’S troops were in the 
fugar-mill of Van School, and in the houfe of John Kordero de Mendoje, upon the 
bank of the river, being their advanced guard ; Henry Dias with his troops had his 
port in the houfe of Mr. I.uffelen. The redoubts belonging to the city of Olinda were 
manned only with feventeen foldiers. 

In November the great council received intelligence, both by letters from Paulo de 
Linge out of Parayba, as all’o by feveral deferters, that the enemy had lent four hun- 
dred men, two hundred of which were foldiers, the relt inhabitants, from Rio Grande 
into Parayba, to make 'themfelves mailers of the open country, or at lead to drive away 
the cattle ; whereupon it was refolved, with confent of Colonel Garfman, to endeavqpr 
to hinder the execution of the eqemy’s defign. 

Tiie V2th of November, Captain Nicholas Nicholfon, a native of Amflerdam, came, 
as we told you before, over to us to the Receif. - He was among other prifoners of the 
cape of St. Auftin, carried from thence to St. Antonio, where he took Ter vice among 
the Portuguefe, but with no other intention than to defert them upon the fir ft opportu- 
nity ; he being entrufted with a captain’s commiffion, to command a company of Dutch 
foldiers forced to lift themfelves from amopg the prifoaers they had taken, was ordered, 
at the recommendation of lloogftraten, and Albert Geuitz Weddo, with the approba- 
tion of Vidal and John Vieira, to lie in ambufti for fome of our people in the Salines, 
with a detachment of fixty men, out of the four Dutch companies in their fervice ; and 
four more companies were ordered for a referve, to allift him upon ail occafions. The 
fupreme command of the whole bcfdy being committed to him, he approached as near 
as he could with his- Dutch to the fort Bruin, where he took the opportunity to pafs 
the river by break of day, and to go with them (they being all willing to follow) over 
to us to the faid fort. Captain Nicholas Nicholfon, had the command over the faid 
company confirmed to him by the council, they being all willing to epter into their 
fervice. . But the enemy had no fooner notice of it, but they difarmed all the Dutch, 
and under pretence of fending them to the Bahia, caufed them to be murdered by the 
way, with their wives and children. . 

The 2d of November, the council had received advice from Mr. Linge from Paray- 
ba, that Andrew Vidal had entered that captainfhip with two hundred men, and that 
Kamaron had by letters ftrongly folicited Peter Potty, to defert our fervitfe with his 
Brazilians, but had received a fmart refufal ; the council* lent him two pieces of fine 
linen cloth as a reward of his fidelity. For it ought to be obferved, that the Portuguefe, 
when they firft began to take up arms againft the government, did with letters and 
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great promifes tempt the regiddres or commanders of the Brazilians to join with them, 
but they were fo far from hearkening to them, that they fent all the letters written upon 
that account, both by Kama ran and the reft of the rebellious ring-leaders, without 
opening, to the count- !, thereby to avoid all fufpicion of keeping any correfpondence 
with the enemy, Petei Potty being a near kinfman of Kamaron ; and ever fxnce that 
time they have behaved themfelves for well upon all occafions, and have done fuch 
confiderable mifehiefs to the Portuguefe, by plundering and killing them, wherever 
they could meet with them, .that we had not the leaft reafon to miftruft the fmcerity 
of their intentions. 

.The laid Mr. fringe did alfo fend word November the 4th, that the enemy had at- 
tempted nothing as yet ; and from November 14, that a party of three hundred of our 
people being joined by fome Brazilians of Parayba, had engaged eight hundred of the 
enemy’s troops, whom after a fmart engagement they put to the rout, with the {laugh- 
ter of a good number of their men. The Brazilians being encouraged by this fucccfs, 
did over-run all the flat country, and meeting with a good number of Portuguefe, who 
were merry-making upon St. Martin’s eve in the fugar-mill of Andrew Dias de Tjgeire- 
da, they attacked them fo furioufly, that after a {lender rcfiftance they put them all to 
the fword, even the foil of the fatd Tigeireda himfelf, and a prieft, without giving 
quarter to any body, except to a very beautiful maiden ; who, though almoft diffracted 
at the death of her father, and fome of her other relations, that lay wallowing in their 
own blood, had fuch a powerful influence upon the hearts of thefe barbarians, that they 
brought her a prifoner fufely to the fort of Parayba. 

The 2 1 ft of November towards the evening, tljree hundred and fixty foldiers (twenty 
<*>f whom were taken from the Receif ) let fail in fmall boats to the bay of Traican, and 
continued their inarch the fame night, under the ccynmand of Lieutenant Berge, Juf- 
tice Hock, and the receiver-general of Pernambuko, towards Kunhao, ii\ order to 
attack the .neiny that were lately come into Rio Grande from Parayba ; but thefe 
enemies having got fome intelligence of our defigns, were retired from Kunhao to a 
retrenchment among the bogs, which being accellible but in one place, they fo warmly 
fainted our forces that would have forced them from thence with their {hot, that they 
were obliged to retreat, with the lofis of fony? dead and wounded, to the caftle*of Keulen, *. 
partly to refrofh their men, partly to prevent their penetrating deeper into the council. 

The 4th of December it was rcfolved to fend the fliip the Overyflel, and the yacht 
called the Sprcw, towards the Bahia a-cruizing, to get intelligence of their naval 
flrength thereabouts, and to endeavour to take fome prizes. The cth < f "December 
the great council fent for ail the commanders of* the Brazilians, to inform them, that 
they had received confiderable fupplies of powder, ball, tnd all other forts of ammuni- 
tion, by the fhip called the Swan, with letters from Holland ; that they were equipping 
a confiderable fleet for their relief, at which the Brazilians were extremely rejoiced ; 
the Portuguefe commanders having made it their bufmefs to perfuade them, that no 
fuch thing was expeded from Holland. * , 

The fame evening a Brazilian deferter declared, that all the Dutch -w j killed by 
the rebellious inhabitants, anti their wives and children made Haves. The fame thing 
was confirmed by a negroe deferter, concerning Captain Bochholt ; who having taken 
leryice^’ith the enemy, and being afterwards fufpeded by them, had caufed him to be 
murdered, as they had done with all the reft of the Dutch in their fervice, who weri 
{lain in their way to the Bahia. 

The 7th of December, it was refolved in council, fo ered four companies of fuzileers, 
the. fame being found by experience to be more Serviceable at this juncture, for which 
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S fe, the companies of Colonel Garfman, Captain Jurian Remberger, Captain Ni- 
; Nicholfon, and Captain John Taylor, were pitched upon before all the reft. 

In the fame month of December, a certain Portuguefe, Gafper Gonfalves, was taken 
by the Brazilians in the ifland of Itamarika, fent on purpofe to perfuade the Brazilians, 
that the Dutch intended to deliver them up to the Portuguefe for a certain fum of 
money, and they to retire with their effects into Holland, which caufed no fmall com- 
motion among the Brazilians, who began to give credit to the relation. And becaufe 
Gonfalves had fpread this rumour abroad fome time before the arrival of Cafpar Hony- 
houfe, (who the 28th of Auguft was appointed commander-in-chjef of the Brazilians of 
Itamarika, inftead of Liftry, taken prifoner by the enemy), he was hardly put to it hpw 
to remove this jealoufy from among them. Jacob Rabbi, purfuant to his letters of the 
•1 ith of December, was about the fame time preparing to enter eighty leagues further 
into the country towards the Tapoyers, to folicit their afliftance : he at laft came to 
Oyepe, fon-in-law to King Duwy, who promifed, in cafe thofe of Siara would fervd 
their troops to us, he would endeavour to rttlfe as many of his vaflals as he could ; but 
King Duwy excufed himl'elf, under pretence that many of his troops died by ficknefs 
in the Sartan. 

The night before the 27th of December, the endmy had, by means of a boat, faft- 
ened two puppets with fire-works to the fhip called the Swan ; but being difeovered as 
foon as it took fire, was foon quenched without doing any damage to the veffel ; which 
made the fhips to be conftantly upon their guard for the future. 

The 30th of December, two fuch puppets, found by two foldiers in a fmall boat near 
•the fort Bruin, were prefented to the council. This boat, which queftionlefs was lent 
on purpofe to falten thefe puppets to fume fhip or other, being difeovered by the ceu- 
tinels, the men quitted the boat, paving the laid puppets behind them. 

Mr«de JLinge, by his letters dated the 30th of December, from the fort St. Margaret 
in Parayha, advifed, that a certain negroe, who had deferted .the enemy’s quarter of 
St. Andrew, had declared, that the enemy had built two large barks in order to tranf- 
port three hundred men in each, in order to attack Peter Potty, commander of the 
Brazilians, in his intrenchments. That Kainaron had been near three weeks in Parayba, 

‘ the enemyks troops confiding thereabouts ii\ lixteen companies ; but that they had many 
fick among them for want of provilions, and that they had drawn all their forces out of 
Rio Grande. 

The 6th of January 1646, Peter Bas, one of the members of the great council, 
did, by order from the faid council, fet fail with the two fliips the Lichthart and the 
Receif, and a bark, called the Blue-Boar, towards the captainlhips of Parayba and Rio 
Grande. His inftrudions were, to confult with Mr. I.inge commander-in-chief in Pa- 
rayba, and the reft of the officers there, how to put the intrenchments and other works 
of the Brazilians, into a pofture of defence. From thence he was to go to RifrGrande, 
there to take an exaft account both of the real eftates and chattels of fuch Portuguefe, 
as by reafop of their being engaged with, the rebels, were forfeited to the company ; 
he was alfo to ule his endeavours to have thofe goods which were upon that account 
concealed or embezzled, reftored for the benefit of the faid company. He was alfo 
ordered to aft in all other refpccls, but efpecially in providing for the fecurity of the 
captainlhip and the fort, as he found it molt confiftent with our prefent intertjft, find 
to exhort the inhabitants to remain fled fall in their duty, and not to negteft the culti- 
vating of the grounds and breeding of cattle. ' 

The 1 2th of January, Peter Dunkerke arrived from Parayba, where he had been a 
cruifing before the Receif in the fhip Hamel j he brought a letter from* Mr. Linge, 
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dated in the fort St. Margaret, the 1 1 th of January, who fent alfo one Mr. Steenhuifen 
to the council, he having deferred the enemy when they began to kill the Dutch in 
their fervice. This Steenhuifen brought advice to the council, that Kamaron, with 
five hundred well-appointed foldiers,. was marched out of Parayba into Rio Grande to 
be mailers of the field there ;* and, confequently, to keep our garrifons from being 
fupplied with cattle and farinha from thence. Pie further added, that the enemy were 
in want of meat, oil, and other neceffaries ; but- that the inhabitants flattered themfelves, 
that, for Van t of provifiom. we fliould fhortly be obliged to furrender our forts into 
the hands of the Portuguefcu This being lik<*wife confirmed by Mr. Linge’s letter, 
dated the 10th of January, a council was called againll the 13th of January, Dirk 
Hamel and Mr. Bulleftraet being prefent, both members of the great council, befides 
the affeflbr Walbeck, as likewife Lieutenant-Colonel Garfman, Mr. Raetsfield, Mr. de 
Witt, Aldrich, Volbergen, and Sans, in order to deliberate concerning the prefent 
exigency, confidering, that in cafe we fliould, by the enemy’s being mailers of the 
field, be bereaved ofc the fupplies of cattle and farinha of Rio Grande, at a jun&ure 
when Iramarika ami Parayba are clofely befet by their troops, it would be next to an 
impoflibility to maintain ourfelves in the polfellion of the Dutch Brazil, till the arrival of 
the expedit'd fuccoursfrom Holland., It was therefore taken into confideration, whether 
this captainfliip might be belt fecured by a powerful diverfion, or by endeavouring to 
drive him frftm thence. But being fenfible that the enemy were fo powerful near the 
Receif, Parayba, and Itamarika, as not to be attacked nn any of thele«places, without 
expofing the whole Dutch Brass 1 to an imminent danger, it was refolved, that in order 
to attempt the relief of the captainfliip of Rio Grande, Mr. Dortmund fliould be or- 
dered to fend fixty foldiers under the command of Captain Welling, and one hundred 
Brazilians, in the barks fent him for that purpofe, from Itamarika to Rio Grande : 
at the iaire time, orders were difpatched to Mr. Ling.*, commander in the fort St. Mar- 
garet in Parayba, to fend the fame number of foldiers under Lieutenant Breffnatf, and 
of Brazilians, to Rio Grande, to join with -the relt that were to rendezvous there. 
Thefe forces, confiding of one hundred and twenty foldiers and two hundred Brazili- 
ans, fet fail the 19th of January for Rio Grande, and were thought fufficient tooppofe 
the enemy’s defigns on that fide. 

Mr. Dortmund and William L’anibartz, by a letter dated the 1 5th of January, gave 
notice to the council, that they had fent a body of fixty foldiers and one hundred Bra- 
zilians abroad, as far in the Aldea by Oubus, and from thence to the fugar-mill Arra- 
ripe, but did not meet with any enemies in that part of the country, though they. had 
feveral guns difeharged at them from among the woods; fo that they returned to Ita* 
marika by the way of Tapafima. 

Mr. Linge, not long after, fent advice by his letter dateu the 2 2d of January, at the 
fort of St. JVIargarci in Parayba, to the council, that Peter Pott) with one hundred and 
fifty Brazilians, had attacked the enemy four hundred ftrong in the Aldea of Magrebbe, , 
and put them to flight with the lofs of twenty killed, and many wounded, whereas they 
loft but onp Brazilian. • • 

The 29th of January, it was refolved in council, to bring the (hips the Elias, Orange- 
tree, Deventer, Omlandia, and the Swan, into the road of the Receif, to be ready 
upon all occalior.s, in cafe 'the enemy fliould again appear at fea. * 

Mr. Bits, purfuant to his letter from the caftle of Keulen, in Rio Grande, dated the 
23d of January^ could not* by reafon of a tempeft, land his forces at Kunhao, in order 
to join them with thofe under Captain Rhineburgh ; but was forced to land his forces 
the tgth and 25th near Peringi. In the meanwhile, Kamaron having found means to - 
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break in through the Matta, had furprifed rifcny of the inhabitants in their Fazendas, 
and killed them without diftin&ion of age or fcx : he had fince polled himfelf with his 
forces, confifting of four hundred foldiers, as many Brazilians, and eighty Tapoyers, 
under the command of Antonio Jacomo Beferro, at a houfe of Henry Hamme in Mom- 
pabou, to cut ofF the provifions from us. Our forces ionfifting of about one thoufand 
foldiers, Brazilians and Tapoyers, m&rched the 23d of January to a houfe of John 
Leflan Navarre, to attack the enemy, and to force* them to quit the captainfhip of Rio 
Grande. Befides thefe, Jacob Rabbi, and the Ions of King Duwy, were the 19th, paid 
by the fort Keulen, at the head of fixty Tapoyers, and were daily followed by others, 
that came to our affiftance. Mr. Bas folicited alfo fome fuppliesof provifions, of which 
they Hood in great want, there being above one thoufand five hundred Brazilians, men, 
women, and children, lodged under the callle. He defired alfo fome money, ammu- 
nition, linen, and lilks, to prefent to the Brazilians and Tapoyers ; all which, together 
with fome pieces of red cloth, was fent him by the council. 

According to this advice, it being much jo be feared the enemy would force (land 
the brunt in Rio Grande, but retire into Pa ray bn, it was taken into ferious eon Adora- 
tion the 29th of January, whether it would be advifeablc, in cafe the enemy Ihould be . 
forced by our troops, or voluntarily retreat into Parayba, to purfue them thither, and 
thereby endeavour the recovery likewife of that captainfhip : but confidering that, by 
reafon of the weaknefs of our garrifons, we were not in a condition to. fend any further 
fuccours from fhe Receif, ItamUrika or Parayba, without running a nianifell hazard to 
our troops there ; whereas, on the contrary, the enemy did not want opportunity to 
relieve theirs from the adjacent places of Parayba, and that we lived in daily hopes of 
fuccours from Holland, it was judged the bell way, that the welfare of the whole Diitcb 
Brazil ought not to he put to the hazard by iuch an enterprize as this. 

Accordingly orders were fenf to Mr. Bas and the reft of the commanders of our 
troops tlfcre, to a£l with all imaginable caution, and rather than expofe our men, in 
following rite enemy into Parayba, to be contented with the recovery of the captainfhip 
of Rio Grande. 

The 30th of March, Colonel Garfman was, by fpecial order from the council, fent a 
fecond time with fome troops to the captainfhip of Rio Grande, to inform himfplf, 
whether any troops of the enemy were polled in that captainfhip, and in what numbeii ; 
his inductions were, that fo foon as he had received intelligence of the enemy, he 
flvould, with what forces he was able to bring together, endeavour to flop their pro- 
grefs. But if he found himfelf not ftrong enough to oppofe him, he Ihould fend 
fpeedy advice thereof to the councjj, that they might fend him fpcedy fuccours, and 
that he was to take all imaginable care not to engage the enemy, before the arrival of 
the faid fuccours. But if he found the enemy already fo ftrongly entrenched as to be 
rqafter of the country, without any hopes of forcing them from thence, the defence 
of the fort Keulen Ihould be his chiefefi care, as likewife of the Brazilians^’ Myth- their 
wives and children ; and fince, in cafe the faid fort of Keulen fhould be in danger of, 
being attacked- by the enemy, it would be of ill confequence, to have thefe women 
and children enclofed within thefe fortifications, for fear of want of provifions, he was 
ftriftly ordered to tranfport them in timd, to fome place of fecurity, fuch as Siara, or 
the like, where they might be able to fubfifl, and be fecurfe againll any attempt from 
the enemy. He was ordered alfo in his return to the Receif, to take cn (if it 

could be. done without inconveniency) a view of the fortififations of Itatnarika and P«- 
rayba, in order to give an account of their condition to the council. • 


But 
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But to return to Mr. Bas : according to his letters dated the 30th of January from 
the fort Keulen, Captain Rhinebergh had with his body made fix feveral attacks upon 
the enemy, who was retired from Mompabou and Kunhao into a bog, without being 
able to force their entrenchments ; we loft about one hundred killed and wounded 
in this adfion, and retreated to the houfe of John Leytan with order to get fome cattle, 
which was very fcarce thereabouts,, our 1 * forces feeding mod upon fifhes, which they 
caught by the nelp of two large nets ; twenty-eight of our wounded men were brought 
to the Receif, with advice that notwithdanding this unfuccefsful attack on our fide, 
the enemy were retreated into Parayba. Mr. Bas alfo folicited fome frelh fupplies of 
men and ammunition, in order to purfue them ? into Parayba, but the, rdblution upon 
this head was deferred until they fhould hear further from Mr. Bas. The 7th of 
February, it was refolved by the council, with the approbation of Admiral Lichthart, 
to equip the Hollandia and the Swan, together with the yachts, the Flight, the Hamel, 
Bulleftraet, and Lichthart, for cruizing. By letters from Mr. Linge, dated the nth 
of February, at the fort Margaret in Pa&yba, the council was advifed ; how that, 
according to the depofition of a negro deferter, Kamaron was come with all his troops 
into the city of Parayba, with an intention to attack our forts on that fide ; an anfwer, 
with what was thought neceffary fof this prefent purpofe, was immediately fent back 
in a bark by. the council. By another bark fent by Mr. Bas from Rio Grande, they 
were advertifed, that he lay ftill encamped with his troops near the houfe of John 
Leftan, where with much ado he could get provifions for them, the enemy being ftill 
polled at Momguappe, and guarding all the avenues into the country ; that he had 
lent feveral fpies abroad, to get intelligence concerning the prefent pofture of the 
enemy. The 1 7th of Feb r dlrv, the Ihip the Swan and the yaqjlt called Bulleftraet 
were ip'dered to go out a-cruizing ; the 1 8th, the yacht the Flight, and the 20th, the 
Ihip Hollandia, fet fail for the fame purpofe. The Ihip the Overyffel was alfo ordered to 
go out, to :• "ve for a fpy-fhip on the coaft ofParayba. 

The 21ft of February, the council received a letter from Mr. de Linge, dated the 
1 8th, in the fort of St. Margaret, intimating that he had heard nothing fince of the 
enemy. Yet that he willed the forces he had fent to Rio Grande might be returned 
with all convenient fpeed, to make ufe of them for the defence of his forts, ih cafe of 
an attack. The 24th of February, a -party under command of Captain Killion Taylor 
and Captain Nicholas Nicholfon, were fent abroad towards the ifland of the Barette 
to get fome prifoners, but they returned the 20th to the Receif, having met with, 
nobody except a man, at a confiderable diftance. Another party which had taken 
their way towards Olinda and Bracco de St. Ja£o, but with the fame fuccefs, the 
enemy having only {hewn himfelf at a diftance, as they were returning to the fort 
Bruin. The 27th of February, the enemy appeared with a ftro. ig body in the Salinas^ 
but being Ip.luted by fome cannon-lhot from the fort Bruin, retired without attempting 
any thing. * 

• In the meanwhile, according to Mr. Linge’s letter, from the 2d of March, three 
barks with foldiers were arrived in Parayba from Rio Grande, fo that the iv;i, under 
the command of Mr. Bas, being five hundred in number, might be hourly expected 
at the Receif. He further .advifed, that he had feen no enemy of late; But being in- 
formed that a confiderable body lay encamped in a valley near the village of Maga- 
rebbe," he*had ordered thither one hundred md twenty foldiers, and one hundred 
Brazilians, to beat up their .‘quarters, and to get fome prifoners. In effefb the 4th of 
March, he, with his troops confiding in five hundred rrten, arrived from Rio Grande 
at the Receif, and the 5th of Ma$h gave the council an account of his expedition. 
vol. xiv. 5 o The 
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The 9th of March in the night, the enemy appeared in three bodies near the fort 
Prince William, and gave us feveral volleys or fmall fhot, but being anfwered with our 
cannon, retired immediately. The fame day a party of fifty men were fent abroad 
under Lieutenant Mos to get intelligence j being met by two companies of the enemy, 
a Sharp encounter enfued, our forces retiring without any confiderable lofs, under the 
fort Wardenburgh, and the enemy retreated At tl\e difcharge of fome of out cannon. 
By letters from Mr. Linge, dated the 8th of March, at fort St. Margaret in Parayba, 
the council received the unwelcome nyws that the enemy jn Rio Grande had by a pre- 
tended flight drawn the 5th of March Lieutenant John de" Vael wjth forty-eight Soldiers, 
&ho were tod eager in the purfuir of them, into an ambuih, where they had killed 
thirty of them, though, according to the report of fome defertera that were prefent at 
the engagement, not without confiderable lofs alfo on their fide ; Kamaron, Andrew 
Vidal and fome other Portuguefe officers of note, were alfo prefent. About the fame 
time fifteen Brazilians furprifed five men, fix women, arid eight children, m an entrench- 
ment, feven leagues above Iguaraku, called Papeku. 

In the meanwhile the Tapoyers, who according to their cuftom come once a year, 
about Midfummer, from among the mountains, fome hundreds ftrong, into the 
captainfhip of Rio Grande, were, after they had carried away all the horfes and mares 
they could light on, retired to the “hills ; a thing very fortunate for us, for without it 
our garrifons would not have been able to fubfift there. Provisions growing every 
day fcarcer in the Receif, it was agreed the 6th of March by the council, to -fend the 
Brazilians raifed in Rio Grande with a company of fu?ileers to Itamarika, to eafe 
©ur magazines of that burthen, whilft they might provide themfelves with farinha- 
roots in that ifland. Much about the fame time the two majors Bayert and Piftoor, 
appeared before the council, intimating, that being informed that the citizens began 
to murrttur at their ftaying at home, pretending that they were fufficient to guard the 
forts ; for which purpofe, as it* was reported. Admiral Ljchtfiart had offered three 
hundred men, they were come on purpofe to offer their fervice, and were ready to 
take the field with thofe few forces they had left in the garrifons ; though they at the 
fame time protefted, that they were of the fame opinion, .which had been approved 
fome days before, to wit, that this undertaking, by reafon of their fmall number, 
would be full of danger, and yet not anfwer the end of bringing provifions into the 
Receif. Admiral Uchthart being thereupon afked whether he mid made any fuch 
offer, he declared not to have fpoken any thing like it, his fhips being fo ill manned, 
that he could fp&re no men for any other fervice. 

The night before the 1 3th of March, the enemy appeared both on the other fide 
of the river and the dike feading to the fort Bruin,* discharging their mufquets and 
hjunderbufles at our centinels, but upon the firft Salute from the cannon of the fort 
retired. The fame they did near the fort of Affagados. The feme evening betwixt 
nine and ten o’clock they made an attack upon the 'Wooden fort, built betwixt the 
Affagados 'and the Quinquangular fort, for the defence of the plain, which they con-* 
tinued until one o’clock, cutting down fome palifadoes, and bringing great (lore of dry 
reeds, in order to fet it on fire, but in vain, being forced to retreat with the lofs of 
fome of theil then 5 on our fide two were killed, and fear or five wounded, among 
the laft was Lieutenant Cafper Ferdinand Van Grol, who received two dangerous 
wounds.^ The next morning the broken palifadoes were repaired, and aifother row 
ordered to be, fet beyond the firft, and foot-angles to be laid betwixt both. The 17th 
of March the bark called the Parayba coming from' Siara, brought advice, that the 
Brazifians were gone ft om Siara to Komefi, having* refofed to return to Rio Grande, 
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'for fear they fliould be called to a fevere account there for the murder of feveral inha- 
bitants, committed by them before. * 

By the fame bark Mr. Linge fent advice from the 14th of March, that the enemy 
had appeared of late in a confiderable body near the northern fort, but was retired 
now, but whether to Rio Grande or St. Andra, he was not able to tell. They had 
fpoiled all the farinha-root fields in the Aldeas Magarebbe, and thereabouts ; fo that 
the Brazilians being for the future to be furnifoed with provifions out of the magazines, 
he defined a fupply of wine and oil : immediately advice thereof was fent to Dortmund 
commander-in-chief of Itamirika, and fome ammunition, befides one thoufand gilders 
in ready money. The fame fum was tranfmitted to Mr. Linge in Parayba, and a 
barrel of oatmeal, a pipe of wine, a hogfoead with oil, and another filled- with dry 
peafe, befides good ftore of ammunition. He was alfo ordered to fend the Brazilians . 
back to Rio Grande for defence of that captainfhip, and to get intelligence whether the 
enemy had direded his march thither, in order to oppofe his defign. 

hi the meanwhile, Admiral Lichthart (purfuant to his letter of the 2 iff of March to 
the council) had embarked fome foldiers and Brazilians in Itamarikt, and taking his 
courfe to the north entrance of the river, was got up as far as to the ifle of Tapetco, 
from whence they had brought back a great quantity of farinha-roots, for the ufe of 
the Brazilians in Itamarika, and of the magazines there. 

The 30th of March it was refolved, with the approbation of Admiral Lichthart, to 
fend tha following fhips a cruifing before the Bahia j the Uliffingen, the Ter Veer, and 
the yachts the Greyhound, the Heemftede, Spjrew, and Bulleftraet 5 and on the 6th 
of April, the Swan, the Zouteland, the Flight, and the yacht the Lichthart, were 
ordered to go a-cruifmg before the cape of St. Auftin, and fet fail the 1 oth of April 
accordingly. 

The 31ft, letters were brought to the council, dated the 25th of Marc^i, ist Rio 
Grande, : timating that, Paulo de Kunha and Kamaron were entered Kunhao with 
eight hundred men, among whom were three hundred mufqueteers, to carry away the 
cattle from* thence to Parayba. 

But, according to Colonel Garfman’s letters to the council, upon his arrival, which 
was the 4th of April, the enemy were already retired out of Rio Grander without 
undertaking any thing againft our pepple, who, confifting only in four hundred foldiers 
and three hundred Brazilians, lay encamped near the houfe of John Leftan, yet they 
carried off fome cattle. 

About the fame time they received letters from Mr. Linge, th$ the enemy had 
made feveral falfe alarms near the forts, without attempting, any thing. And, in effeft, 
in June, they did not appear any more thereabouts. 

In the year 1646, the 5th of Inarch in the night, Jacob Rabbi was, at the mitigation 
of Lieutepant-colonel Garfman, near Potofi, about three leagues diftant from die 
caftle of die fame name, villainoufly foot with two bullets, as he was going home from 
•one John Miller’s houfe, where he had been entertained that evening m*comgany with 
Colonel Garfman. Rabbi had a confiderable time before (as he had ae< . ved to his 
friends) fufpe&ed the treachery of Garfman, and was for that reafon juft upon his 
departure out of Rio Grande, in order to foelter himfelf among the Tapoyers. The 
council refented this villainy to the higheft degree, fince, confidering that this Jacob 
Rabbi w 3 ls in great efteera among the Tapoyers, and his wife a Brazilian, k was to be 
feared, that this would exafperate both the Tapoyers and Brazilians againft us. So 
that Garfman returning the 1 9th of March to the Receif, after he had given an 
account of his expedition to the Council, was, by their particular order, the 24th of 

502 March, 
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March, taken into cultody, and fent on board the Hollandia, Major Bayert being 
ordered in the mean-time to fupply his place. ' This Jacob Rabbi, a native of Germany, 
had been employed by authority of the itates-general, HisHighnefs the Prince of 
Orange, and the company, to engage and keep the Topayers in the intereft of our 
government ; in which commiflion he had acquitted himfelf fo well, that he brought 
thefe Uapoyers feveral times, out of the mountains (their habitations) to our afliftance. 
His dwelling-place was in the fort Keulen, in' Rib Grande, where he' had married a 
Brazilian woman. Gafper Honyhoufe, commander of the Brazilians in Itamarika, 
being flain in the laft engagement in that ifland, Mr. Vincent Van Drillenberg was, at 
their requeft, con {lituted their commander by the council. 

The 17th of April, fome papers were delivered to the council, which had been dif- 
perfed by the enemy, to debauch our foldiery ; in return of which, they feat abroad 
their fummons, upbraiding each of their fubjedls as were in the enemy’s fervice, with 
treachery, and exhorting them to return to their duty. It was alfo agreed to publilh a 
copy of a letter delivered by the Portuguese ambafiador at the Hague, to the Itates- 
general, from the King his matter ; with the anlwer of the dates to the laid letter: 
for fince the King of Portugal in this letter did difown the war, and the proceedings of 
Antonio Telles de Sylva, and his fending of his tr&ops into the Dutch Brazil, they did 
not queftion but by this means to open the eyes of the Portuguefe inhabitants, not to 
flatter themfelves with vain hopes of afliftance from Portugal ; befldes, that we were 
in hopes thereby to fow the feeds of miftrult betwixt them and the Portuguqfe com- 
manders from the Bahia. 

The 24th of April, two Portuguefe companies, commanded by Captain Lawrence 
Karnero and Peter Kavalkanti, confiding of about forty men each, marched from ttye 
Vergea and the city bf Olinda mlguaracu. 

They .were headed by Vidal and Hoogftraten in perfon, who having got intelligence 
that Admiral Lichthart and John Nicholfon were gone to Itamarika, to get fome 
farinha-roots. The 25th of April, as they were marching c from Iguaracu, a certain 
German furgeon, named Chriftopher Mars, who was formerly taken prifoner by them, 
happening to flay fomewhat behind, whilft he was flopping, was furprifed by one of 
our parties near Tapafino. Upon examination by Mr. Walbeck, he declared, that 
not long ago there Were nine companies of the enemy’s forces quartered in the Baretta, 
the city of Olinda, and in the mills of Bierboom and Brito ; each company confided 
of betwixt forty or fifty men. That there were five companies more, much of the 
fame ftrength, pqfted in the Salinas $ and Henry Dias, with two hundred rnulats and 
negroes in Gafpar Cox’s houfe, but*they had then no forces in the Vergea. 

That after Nicholas Nicholfon was come over to us with his troops, Martin Soares 
Moreno had caufed two hundred and fixty Dutch, both foldiers and inhabitants, 
(among whom were fix women and two children,) to be killed by a company of the 
country-militia, in the woods of Tabatinga, betwixt Sibero and Deriba, in their way 
to the Bahia, befldes thofe killed by his order in other places, amounting in all to • 
three hundred* , 

By this time there began to be great*fcarcity of meat in the Receif, notwithflanding 
which, the garrifons in the outworks, as well as the Brazilians in Itamarika, with their 
wives and children, were to be fupplied from thence ; and the farinha roots being 
either all taken up before by our own people, or elfe deftroyed by the enemy, Ift the 
ifland oMtamarika : to fupply this prefling neceflity, it was refolved by the great 
council, to feada detachment of four hundred men in barks to St; Lawrence de Praja 

or 
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or Tujukapa, to fetch mandinka or farinha-roots from thence. This detachment was' 
compofed out of thefe following troops : 

Out of Captain Nicholas Nicholfon’s company, nine men. 

From the Quinquaugular fort, twenty-five. 

From the Affagauos, twenty-five. 

Out of the company of Captain # William Lambartz, fifty. 

Volunteers From Itamarika, thirty. 

Brazilians, one hundred ajid fifty. 

The 29th of April the council was, by lettefs from Itamarika, advertifed, that our 
forces being fent abroad to fetch fome farinha, had chafed the enemy out of two or 
three entrenchments; but retiring into another, furrounded with a deep ditch, 
they were there alfo, with more courage than conduit, attacked by our troops, being 
forced to retire, with the lofs of fixteen killed and twenty-fix wounded, among whom 
was Captain William Lambartz : the enemy had likewife not a few killed on their fide. 
Mr. Dortmund, commander-in-chief of Itamarika, therefore defiring to be fupplied 
with meal, his magazines being quite exhaufted, the council fent thither, the ill of 
May, twenty barrels with meal, two with oatmeal, two with dry peafe, befides a 
pipe of wine and brandy, and oile thoufand gilders in money, for the ufe of the 
Brazilians. , 

The 3d of May the council received advice, by a letter dated the 2d of May, from 
Mr. Dortmund, that the enemy had carried away ten negroes, four belonging to the 
company, the red to one Mr. Seulin, and four other men from Itamarika ; and that 
the Brazilians there had been fo far debauched by their intrigues, that they retired into 
a wood, md being twice fummoned to rejoin our troops, had refufed fo to do. That 
at lad Mr. Apprifius (minider of the Brazilians) having been fent to reduce them to 
their duty, either by perfuafions or threats, his arguments were fo prevailing* that 
theyretm. *d quietly, alleging for their excufe, that they were forced to fly thither 
for want of fubfidance. Hereupon Dortmund defired frelh fupplies for his magazines, 
that a perfon of authority might be fent thither, and that another company might be 
put in place of that of Captain Vodermau, his men being ready to revolt. 

* To remove all thefe obdacles, it was refolved immediately to diipatch thither Mr. * 
Bulledraet, a member of the great council, who was to agree with certain private per- 
fons to provide our garrifons with fifh, and to aft in every thing there as he fhould find 
it mod expedient for the fervice of the company. 

Accordingly, Mr. Bulledraet fet fail the 4th of May, in the yacht the Greyhound, 
and arrived the fame day in the afternoon in Itamarika ; where, having executed liis 
commiffion, he returned the 10th of May to the Recejf, and gave the following 
account to the council : that he had taken a view of the city of Schoppe, and the fort 
Orange,, both which he had ordered to be drengthened; as alfo, to fortify the old 
brick-houfe, formerly the dadthoufe, with palifadoes againd any fudden attempt ; that 
he having called before him all the commanders of the Brazilians, hod itprefented to 
them that we were in daily expeftation of a powerful fuccour from Hollan . exhorting 
them to remain ftedfaft in their duty, aijtPfo keep their foldiers under the bed 
difeipline they could ; he. had alfo presented their commander with cloth for a fuit of 
clothes, and the reft with fome wine and money, which they very thankfully accepted : 
he fiad %n pajj/mt taken a view of the plantations of Conradt Pauli, where he had • 
found about one hundred and fixty cocoa-trees cut down by the Brazilians, being 
forced by famine to feed upon the fruit ; the like they had done in feveral other places j 
that he had endeavoured to treat with feveral private perfons for a certain quantity of 
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fifli to be delivered at the Receif, but could > meet with none that would accept his 
offers ; they alledging, that moil of their negroes being either run away or taken by 
the enemy, they did catch no more fifh but what they could readily fell in the ifland, 
without the charge of fait and tranfportation ; that he *had likewife propofed to the 
commander-in-chief of the Brazilians, *to give them for the future money inftead of 
meal ; and that they were to be fumifhed with, th^ee nets to catch filh for their own 
ufe ; that the commander promifed to propofe it to the reft, and gave him fome hopes 
that they would accept of the f.iid oil'cjj. , • . 

To fupply the prefent want of provifions, which began to bp fcarcer and fcarcer 
every day in Itamarika, Parayba, Rio Grande, and the Receif, by reafon that the 
expedlcd fupplies from Holland were not as yet arrived, and we were clofely blocked 
up by land ; it was thought fit to give all imaginable encouragement to the fifhing trade ; 
for which purpofe the two members of the great council, Mr. Hamel and Mr. lias, or- 
dered, the 7th of May, to buy up as much yarn as poflible could be got, to make 
filhing nets of, which afterwards flood us in' good ftead. 

A certain Portugucfe, who had committed man-flaughter in Angola, and was fled 
from thence to the Receif, having accufed John Vieira d'Allegoas, he was by order 
from the council taken into cuftody. 

This Portuguefe declared, that the Paid Vieira had delivered to him a certain piece 
of parchment, written in characters, and a box, wherein were feveral other, papers, in 
order to carry them to the enemy, which parchment and box he produced* in the 
prefence of the members of the council. John Vieira denying the matter, was put 
to the rack, but continued refolute in, his denial ; till at laft the key of thefe charac- 
ters being found among his papers, and a certain Jew having uncyphered thefe letters; 
it appeared that he had given an account of the whole pofture of our affairs to the 
enemf, with directions how to make themfelves mafters of the Receif ; fo that finding 
hitnfelf difeovered, he confeffed that he bad written and delivered thefe cyphered 
papers to the Portuguefe; and was executed the 29th of May. 

The magazines being by this time almoft exhaufted, there being fcarce* provifions 
, left for a few weeks, it was propofed by the council to the majors Bayert and Piftoor, 

’ that confidering it was not advifeablc to exgfpcrate the’foldiery at this junfture, by re- 
trenching their allowance of bread and other eatables, whether inftead of a pound of 
meat, they might not be prevailed upon to take fixpence, by this means to preferve 
that fmall ftore of flefh they had left ; which thefe two majors undertook to propofe 
to jthe foldiers, not without hopes of fucceeding in their project. And that nobody 
might be exempted from bearing his Khare in the public calamity, it was ordered that 
the loaves which ufed before to weigh a pound and a half, Ihould be reduced to one 
pound weight, and that each citizen and others depending on the company, nay the 
members of the great council themfelves, Ihould have an allowance only, of two 
loaves per week ; the fame was to be given to all feaman, captains, lieutenant^, and 
enfigns ; but* the reft, from the ferjeant to the common foldier, Ihould have three 
pounds of bread allowed them per week, • 

Mr. Linge advifed from the ill of May, out of Parayba, that the enemy had not 
attempted anything againft the forts, and that a party of Brazilians was gone abroad 
towards Tapoa, in hopes to take fome prifoners. Much about the fame ^nie.the 
* council received advice, that Colonel Garfman, without orders from the council, had 
endeavoured by fome prefents, to draw the Tapoyers into Rfo Grande, under pretence 
of keeping them at hand, to entef into a confederacy with the new members ef the great 
council that were expected from Holland. The council being not a little* furprifed at 

this 
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tliis undertaking, fince by the coming of the Tapoyers into that captainfhip, they 
fhould be difappointed of a confiderabie part of thofe fupplies iliey received from 
thence ; they fent word to Rudolph Barro to leave no (tone unturned to draw the 
Tapoyers by fair means back their habitations ; bat that if they would fend fome of 
their commanders to the Receif, all imaginable fatistaction fhould be given them con- 
cerning the murder of Jacob Rabbi ; and the more to engage Barro to do his utmoft, 
a prefent of wine, brandy, and forfie toys, was ordered to be fent him. For as the 
cafe then flood, it was, abfolutely neceffary for us to remain mafters of Rio Grande, 
till the arrival of the fuccourfc from Holland ; the vaft numbers of Brazilians that were 
fled to Itamarika, hafing confumed all forts of provifions there to that degree, that 
that ifland could not only not fend any fupplies to the Receif, but molt of the women 
and children of the Brazilians mud be fupplied out of the magazines there ; fo that 
Rio Grande was the only place left from whence they received a confiderabie quantity 
of farinha and cattle ; which in fome meafure abated the fcarcity of provifions in the 
Receif, and by the prudent conduit of the,council, was the chief means that the place 
continued in tolerable good health till the arrival of the fuccours, which without it, 
it would in all human probability have been impoflible to be done ; and no queltion 
but this captainfhip might for a confiderabie time after, having furnifhed the garrifons 
to the fouth with neccflaries, had it not been for the following accident. 

The expected fuccours from Holland being detained by the winter-feafon and con- 
trary wipdsj the Brazilians of Goyana, who with their drives and children had fheltered 
themfelves in Itamarika, were reduced to the greateft extremity for want of food ; 
for after they had confumed all what the ifland could afford for their fubfiftence, and 
ajl the avenues by land being blocked up by thfe enemy, they had no other fupplies- 
but what they received from our magazines : thefe being now exhaufted to fuch a 
degree, that each citizen had but one pound of bre£d allowed him per week (which 
however ^ that rate would not hold out above fourteen days longer), the council was 
under an abfolute neceflify to have it propofed to the Brazilians, to retire with their 
wives and qhildren (in all about twelve hundred) to Rio Grande, where they might 
fubfift fome time upon what the country afforded. Accordingly they writ to Mr. Dort- 
mund the ill of May, and fent Mr. Walbeck thither in perfon, to perfuade ,the Bra- 
zilians to fend at leaft five hundred womeh and children, with a certain number of 
their men, to Siara and Rio Grande, there being at that time in all near fifteen hun- 
dred Brazilians, men, women, and children in that ifland, among whom were only 
five hundred fit to bear arms, under the command of Cal'par Honyhonfe, who had 
each fcarce a pound of bread allowed them per week. 

Provifions, as I told you before, growing daily l’carcer' and fcarcer, by reafon the 
fuccours from Holland were detained beyond all expectation, by contrary winds ; a 
general council was called, where the three members of the great council, Mr. Hamel, 
Mr. Bulleltraet, and Mr. Bas, being prefent, as likewife Admiral Lichthart, and the 
.two Mayors Bayert and Piftoor, the following points were taken into debate. 

Firff of all, the fending of the Brazilians from Itamarika to Rio ■G* ntle bang 
looked upqp as unavoidable, immediate orders Were given to get the neceffary tranfport 
veflels ready for that purpofe. It was alfo taken into consideration, whethgr it were not 
feafible to gather a fuffleient force out of the forts, who In conjunction with the Bra- 
zilians might ^attack fome place or other, from whence to provide ourfelves with 
farinha ; but to* this it was objected by the Majors Bayert and Piftoor, that the garri- 
fons of the forts could not be weakened by any detachment, without running a great 
hazard j befides that it was a hard matter to pitch upon any place where there was any 
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ftore of farinha, the enemy having either confumed, fpoiled, or carried it away before ; 
fo that we muft expofe our men to an apparent danger, without a fure profpedl of in- 
tereft ; for, fuppofing we fhould be fuccefsful, the quantity that might be got, would 
not be fufficient to maintain our garrifons for any confiderable time. It was however 
agreed to take an exaft account of all, the garrifons, to* fee whether upon an occafion 
fomething might be undertaken for the fervice of the ftate. Accordingly thefe two 
majors, Bayert and Piftoor, having prefented at lift* of thefe forces the next day to the 
council, it was concluded that no troops could be fpared out, of the forts, except it 
were out of the Affagados, but theyiwere but few in nutnber. At the fame time it 
was refolved to fend Captain Niger with his company of Brazilians to Rio Grande, 
and the Omlandia and Greyhound yacht were ordered forthwith to fail to Itamarika, 
to tranfport the Brazilians to Rio Grande. 

The 30th of May the council, the admiral, and two majors, entered into a fe- 
cond debate, whether it were poffible to attack the enemy, and in what place : againft 
which it was allcdged, that their chiefeft ,forcc was at prefent #in the Vergea ; but 
fuppofing it was not, no farinha was to be got there, becaufe they were fupplied with 
it themfelves from far diftant places. That the farinha-fields nearefl to the Receif 
were about St. Lawrence, at lead five leagues from thence ; that the nearefl farinha- 
fields to the fouth were about St. Antonio and Moribeca, where, by reafon of the 
ftrength of the enemy and the great "diflance from us, there was no probability of 
incompafling odr defign ; and that the farinha-fields to the north were likewife at i'uch 
a diflance from the fea-fide, as could not in any likelihood anfwer our expectation. It 
was farther taken into confideration, whether fome forces might not be fpared in Itama- 
rika, but it was carried in the negative ; becaufe fince the Brazilians were ready to de- 
part for Rio Grande, it was not advifeable to expofe the reft of our troops there to a 
hazard. After ferious deliberation, what forces poffibly could be raifed out of the 
forts (their places being in the meanwhile to be fupplied by the inhabitants), it was 
found that the Affagados could furnifh about feventy or eighty men r the Quinquan- 
gular fort and Maurice’s Town, the fame number, and that of St. Antonio Vacz 
about fifty. But, confidering that the city-militia of the Receif confifled only of fix 
companies of feventy or at the mofl eighty men eaqh, and that they were obliged .to 
be upon the guard every night there (the- place being without a garrifon), if a con- 
fiderable number of them fhould be employed in the forts, this muff needs expqfe the 
capital place, which the enemy chiefly aimed at, to an imminent danger. The fea- 
men being not above two hundred and fifty in all, could likewife not be employed in 
that fervice, unlefs we could leave .our fhips quite unmanned and iifelefs. So that 
after many arguments on both fides, it was agreed to chufe the fecurefl \vay, and ac- 
cording to the orders of the council of Nineteen in Holland, to expedt the fuccours 
from thence -swith patience, and in the meanwhile to provide for the fecurity of 
our forts. *• 

The fame day the council received letters from Mr. Walbeck, that fome of the Bra- . 
zilians of Itam'arika had deferted, a rumour being fpread among them, that we intended 
to leave them to the mercy of the Portuguefe, which had put all the reft< 4 pto a great 
confternation fc but that Mr. Dortmund hafl convinced them to the contrary. IR ’ Mr. Wal- 
beck and Dortmund had in the meanwhile reprefented to the Brazilians, that they be- 
ing many in number, and confequently very ill provided for at this jundlure, yhetjaer it 
were not belt for them to go for fome time to Rio Grande^ ' They were at firft averfe 
to his propofals, for fear of being deferted by us, neverthelefs the urgent neceflity of 
nmvirlimr for theft!* fuftenance. and to fiiew their rnmnlianre with the .government’s 
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orders, were fo reconciled with them, ap to refolve to go to Rio Grande, provided they 
might be furnifhed with convenient tranfport-iitips, provifions, and fome ammunition 
for their defence, and fifty men of regular troops. Mr. Dortmund having again foli- 
cited for provifions, bine werfe fent (fuflicient for fourteen days) immediately, with fome 
gun-powder, bullets, and other ammunition. ’ 

Accordingly above one thoufand twp hundred Brazilians, mofl women and children, 
v- hole hu (bands and lathers had been flaiii in our fervjce, embarked aboard the Oinlandia 
and fome yachts, a prfund of fait cod-filh being allowed to each for the whole voyage 
without bread. At 'heir arrival in Rio Grande they were fo emaciated by famine, that 
tf}ey appeared more like dead carcafes than living bodies, and laid hold of every thing 
they could meet w'ilh to fatisfy their greedy llonrach, fo that in a little time they con- 
fumed all the farinha that was left there. 

Mr. Linge, by his letters from the •25th of June, fent advice to the council, that there 
appeared no enemy at that time in Parayba, but that ten Tapoyers, vafials of king John 
Duwy, being come into Rio Grande, had%cwn themfelves extremely diilatisfied at the 
murder of Jacob Rabbi, whereupon it was refolved to reconcile that king to our inte- 
relt by the following prefents : 

Two hundred gilders in ready money. 

One thoufand ells of Ofrtaburg iineu-cloth. 

One hupdred gallons of Spanilh wine. 

Tv>o calks of brandy. 

forty gallons of oil, and a barrel with powdered beef. 

The Brazilians in garrifon in the fort the Bruin, the Quinquangular, and fome other 
forts, be';xg diilatisfied at their being detained there for eight months lull pall, petitioned 
the council the 12th of June, to be fent back into Rio Grande. 

The opinion of the two majors being alked thereupon, they advifed, that cbnfulering 
they did j. extraordinary fervice there, they might well be Ipared; fo that it was re- 
folved the 14th of June in council, to pay them their arrears, and to fend them back to 
Parayba and Rio Grande, to inhabit their villages as before. 

In the Quinquangular fort, the company of Immanuel Barros wav ordered to keep < 
guard inftead of the Brazilians,’ who wero commanded to depart the 20th of June. 
The 11th, 1 2th, 13th, and 14th of June, the enemy loot in the night-time very fiercely 
agamft the fort de Atfagados, a redoubt called Kirk, and the houfe Boavifla. 

The 15th of June it was propofed to the council by Admiral Lichtbr't, aryl the two 
majors, Bayert and Pi floor, to beat up the enemy’s quarters in the hoa'.e of Immanuel 
Kavalkanti,*and in the Barctta, with the following troops : 

The company of Captain Killian Taylor, forty men. 

The company of Captain Nicholas Nicholfon, of fevenly nen, which were to be 
joined lw> Captain de Niger with thirty men out of the fort Frederick, with Lieutenant 
Mos from the fort Erneltus with ten men, and Lieutenant Katnar iron* tlje fort Prince 
’ William with twenty men. 

In all two hundred men. 

About fine hundred volunteers were fuppafed to be raifed From among the citizens, 
under the Colonel Walbeck ; and Immanuel Baros with his negroes, confifting in fifty 
men a the^e joined with the other two hundred, would make up a body of three hundred 
and fifty men,. to be commanded in chief by Major Piitoor, and to be conducted by fek 
by -Admiral Lichtbart to tlieir landing-place, viz. the regular troops to the loath of the 
Baretta, and the negroes upon the ifland on the north-fide, from whence they might 
break through the marlhes to the Afiagados, and fo further to the houfe crofs the 
vol. xiv. 5 p river 
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river, where they were to make a falfe attack,, whilft the troops landed at the Baretta 
affaulted them from before ; the admiral, with his tranfport veffels, to lay ready all this 
while to receive them, and to fecure their retreat upon all occafions. This propofition 
being approved of by the council, partly to animate our'foldiers, partly to^ get at leaft 
fome provifions for the fick, it was refolved to be put in execution the next day, but 
the wind proving contrary, and afterwards the tides, being unfeafonable for the conve- 
nient landing of our men, this project was laid afide, efpecially when inftead of one 
hundred volunteers fcarce twenty-five offered themfelves for; this ftrvice, notwit hftanding 
the council gave them all imaginable encouragement, by promifing them to receive the 
fame treatment as the other fervants of the company had, in cafe they fhould be wound- 
ed or come to fome other misfortune. 

In the meanwhile, the enemy having been informed by fome of our deferters, that 
by the departure of the Brazilians from Itatnarika the garrifons there were much weak- 
ened, they thought fit to lay hold of this opportunity', to land fucji a force there, as 
ihould be beyond out power to drive from thence. The 1 5th of June, with the break 
of day, they furprized our fpy-fhip there, called the Sprew, with feveral bafks and boats 
at the entrance called Paffoos (Markers) ; they got three prifoners, the reft efcaping with 
the lofs of two of their comrades killed. 

The fhip before Tapafnna was fet on fcre by our own people, leaving tho galiot that 
lay hard by, to the enemy, after they had taken out all her men, who went aboard the 
yacht called the Golden-Doe, lying before the north entrance. They landed with about 
two thoufand men in fhalops and other tranfport velfels, and Andrew Vidal and John 
Ferdinand Vieira wrote the fame night the following letter to Mr. Dortmund, com- 
mander-in-chief of ltamarika. which thev fent bv a bov thev had taken Drifoner in the 
Sprew t : 


Their Letter to Mr. Dortmund. 

“ Moft honourable and moil brave, 

“ You are doubtlefs not unacquainted with the refolution of the inhabitants of this 
ountry to retrieve their former liberty ; to effeft which they neither want power nor 
ny other means ; but their chief aim being to encompafs their defign without effufion 
of blood, we thought fit to let you know that we are ready to attack you in this iiland 
with all oar forces, unlefs you will prevent it by a treaty. For being fenfible that you 
are paffed all hopes of relief, we were willing to advife you to treat with us, according 
to the cuftom of war ufed in fuch cafes ; that in cafe hereafter things Ihould fall out 
contrary to our expectation, by the fury of the conquering fword, you may not lay the 
fault thereof at our doors ; for which reafon it is, that we offer to you and the reft of 
the commanders there, all their arrears due to them from the company. Whereupon 
we expert, your anfwer to-morrow. 

“ From our head quarter, June 15, 1646'. Andrew Vidal de Negreiros. 

John Fernandes Vieira.” 

* 

The 17th of June the council received advice from Mr. Dortmund of their ^antjing, 
‘dtfiring prompt fuccours, without which he would not be in a condition to maintain the 
iiland againft them. It was therefore taken into debate, whether it were poffible for us 
o bring together fuch a force, as* without much hazard might be able to force the ene- 
tmy from thence j but it was carried in the negative. * 
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For it was alledged, that without manifeft danger not above two hundred foldiers 
could be taken out of the forts of the Rnccif, which number was nor fufficieht to attack 
the enemy, who had already intrenched himfelf there, with hopes of fuccefs : and, con- 
fidering that thefe for- os mult, be tranfported thither by fea, we wanted (hips (there be- 
ing at that time not above two harks at the Receif) both to convey them thither, and 
to cut off the communication with the .continent to the enemy. Befiues, that at lead 
fourteen days*proviftons were reqdired for this expedition, in c .le the enemy fhould 
Hand his ground, which at this juncture was not to be done, unlefs we would leave the 
magazines of the Receif quite empty; there b<#ing then no poffibility of attempting its 
relief. The next thing under confideration was, whether the intrenchments on the hill 
might be defended or not ? Againll: the maintaining of it was objected, that without 
frefh fupplies of provifions this fort could not hold out a week, efpecially fmee the ene- 
my, by cutting off the pipes of the fpring that furnilhed them with f refit water, would 
foon put them under a neceffity of coming to furrender ; when it was evident, that they 
might poft themfelves betwixt the fort of Orange and this hill, and confequently prevent 
their receiving any fupplies front thence. 

Befides, that the hill, being of a confiderable compafs, was the more difficult to be 
maintained by our forces, the fort iffelf being irregular, and but (lightly fortified on that 
fide, efpecially where the old church-wall, making up part of the curtain, would not 
be proof againft the enemy’s cannon, and confequently expofe the whole fort, with the 
garrifon, to the mercy of the enemy : fo that it being beyond all difpute in the enemy’s 
power to cut off all communication with the fort Orange, it was unanimoufly refolved 
and ordered to leave the faid intrenchments, and to retire with the garrifon, and what 
provifioir and ammunition they had, into the fort Orange, before their retreat was 
flopped by the enemy’s troops ; it being paft all doubt, that in cafe they could maintain 
themfelves in that fort, they could at all times, if they were mailers of the fieljl, recover 
the hill a; 1 the whole ifland. 

The council were the’more forward in coming to this refolution, becaufe they had 
received certain information, that the enemy, who knew the importance of the fort 
Orange, had gained fome of the gunners and volunteers of the fort by prefents, who 
had engaged to affign them a place where it was eafieft to be attacked, whereabouts 
they were to charge the cannon with gun-powder only, to facilitate their attack. Two 
of the gunners were hanged the 23d of June for this treachery ; the refl made their 
efcape to the enemy. For the better prefervation therefore of this fort, our people left 
the entrenchments upon the hill the 21ft of June, where the enemy poP d* a ftrong 
body of their troops immediately after. The council likewife ordered the yacht the 
Heemflede to cruize in conjunction with the Golden-Doe, before the north entrance 
of the ifland, to keep open free communication for us with >ur garrifon, and to pre- 
vent the enemy from receiving any fuccours that way ; and at the fame rime fome 
provifions were fent thither for the ufe of the garrifon. 

But whilft things were thus tranlaCting with various fortune, though* for the molt 
part to our difadvantage, and the fo long expe&ed fuccours from IioUai . not arriv- 
ing, the want of neceffaries encreafed more and more every day in the Receif to fuch 
a degree, that whatever was found fit for fuftenance, either in the public magazines, 
or with private perfons, was applied to the common ufe, which however amounting 
to nb more than one pound of bread a- week for each Angle perfon, many died for 
hunger ; their* legs beginning to fwell firft, which was the fore-runner of certain death ; 
cats and dogs, of which we had great quantities, wene looked upon as dainties at that 
time ; and you might fee the negroes digging the half-rotten bones of dead horfes out 
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of the ground, and to gnaw "them with incredible eagernefs; neither was the want of 
frefh water lefs infupportable, by reafon of thfe heat of the climate, and the conftant 
ufe of fait meats, all lprings that were dug being brackifh. The poor flaves, who had 
the leaft (hare of what was left, looked lb ghaftly and wild, with their eyes and jaws 
funk, as appeared terrible to the mod. undaunted of men. At laft (notwith (landing 
all the cape taken by the council) things came to that pal’s, that the allowance of one 
pound of bread per week was fain to be taken away from the inhabitant^, and allotted 
the foldiers ; who, by the enticements of the Portuguefe beginning to defert apace, 
had two pounds of bread allowed theif., as long as there \vas any left ; but when all 
was fpent, and no remedy was to be found againft this lingering evil, it was propofed 
by the council, and unanimoufly refolved, rather to die bravely than llarve, and fo- 
fight their way through the enemy. The foldiers were to lead the van, the women,, 
children, lick, and other unable people to keep in the middle, and the members of 
the great council, with the inhabitants, to defend the rear. The Jews were above all 
the reft in a defperate condition, and therefore refolved rather fo die with fword in 
hand than be burnt alive, which is their doom in Portugal. 

But when we ivere juft reduced to the laft gafp, all horfes, cats, dogs, and rats 
being confumed, and a few quarterns of farinha Ibid at the rate of betwixt eighty or 
ninety gilders per quartern, which however could not fuflice for above two days longer, 
on the 22d of June (a day never to be forgotten) we faw two vcflels with Dutch 
colours making all the fail they could towards the Receif; they had no kroner caff 
their anchors, and given us the fignal by the difeharge of three guns each, that they 
came from Holland, but you might have read in ail our faces the fudden joy ne con- 
ceived at this relief in our laft extremity ; there was nobody that could ftand upon 
his legs for want of bread, but tjjd crawl to the harbour, where you might hear the 
cries Gf the people weeping for joy at a great diftance. Thefe two (hips, called the 
Falcon and Elizabeth, were freighted for the chamber of Amfterdam, and had left 
the Texel the 26th of April; they brought us the welcome news, that we might hourly 
expect the whole convoy. The captain of the Elizabeth told me himfelf, that having 
a very fair wind one day, he faid to his crew, “ I am lure they are in great extremity 
at the Rsceif, God lend us fair wind and weather to relieve them in time,” which 
happened thus accordingly. The captains were each prefemed with a gold medal, with 
the following inicription ; “ The Falcon and Elizabeth did relieve the Receif.” 

The 23d of June, Mr. Eas, a member of the council, was fent to Itamarika, to a (Tilt 
in the defence of the fort ; by his letters of the 28th he advifed that the enemy 
continued ftill in his poll on the hiH, and that he had fent abroad fome fpies to get 
intelligence. The 7th of July, the faid Mr. Eas returned to the Receif with the com- 
panies commanded by Captain Bluecock and Conrad Held, leaving the two companies 
of Reinard Sikkema and Dignus Byllerman there in garrifon. The enemy had fome 
days before, after having blown up the fort on the hill, and fet lire to their* camp, 
left the ifland, carrying along with them all the cannon, and among them two In*. > Is 
ones. For when they favv that we were reinforced with fcveral fhips from Holland, 
they did not think fit to abide there til] we fhould flop their paflage back by our 
veflels ; neith»r were they inlenfible, that without being mailers of the fort Orange, 
they could not promife themfelves the poffeflion of the ifland, the fouth entrance being 
. commanded by the faid fort, and the north paflage by our yachts. * 

The 29th of June, the council received advice from our* head quarter at the houfe 
of John Leftan, in Rio Grande, ’that two Ions of king John Duwy, with twenty- three 
Tapoyers, were fent thither by their father, to affure our people of his good inclination 
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and fervice ; but they refufed to come into the fort Keulen before they had fpoken with- 
Rudolph Baro, who had been fent foi - upon that account. About this tune feveral 
merchants fet out fome privateers, but as this could not be done without great charge, 
and there were but f< w {hips at fea of the Portuguefe, this turned to no great account, 
and confeqtitently continued not long. A very odd accident happened to me much 
at the fame time; for fome of the labourers who were employed to unload a veffel 
belonging to the company, were got lb drunk, that they had killed a man, and hurt 
feveral others, by letting a .pipe of wine fall upon them; 1 went thither to prevent 
any further diforder, # but was no fooner entered the fhip, when on a fudden I found 
the filver galoons upon my coat turn black, and myfelf bereaved of my light, which 
however 1 recovered by degrees in a few days after, the caufe of which I attributed 
to the ftrong exhalations of the wine, that had been elofed up for a conliderable time 
before. Much about the fame time a difference arofe betwixt the officers of the army 
and the city-militia, about the chief command of the head guard in the Receif, which 
the citv-ollicers laid*claim to. • 

J 

But 10 return to our fo long expected fuccours. 

'flic reiterated letters from the council of the Dutch Brazil to the States-General, 
and the directors of our company* wherein they prefented their dangerous "condition 
to them, luid had liich an influence upon the firft, that they advifed the directors of 
the compapy to fend us a reinforcement of live or lix # thoufand men, and a good fleet ; 
for w hich purpofe they fent them twenty-five companies of their regular troops, and 
gave leave for the raffing as many more, as in all amounted to four thoufand land 
ioldiers, befidcs featnen and volunteers. 

• This feet, confiding of a good number of brave fliips, was ready to fail in November 
164 :, but by rcafon of a fudden and hard f’rofi, were detained in the road of 
Ulieffingcn, till February 1646. One Mr. Bankert, admiral of Zealand, had the chief 
commanu if this fleet, 411c! at the fame time the following five gentlemen, who were 
appointed members of the great council of the Dutch Brazil, and were to relieve the 
old ones,* were fent to their ftations there; to wit, Walter Schonenburgh prefident, 
Michael van Goch penfionary of Olieffingen, Simon van Beaumont iifcal of the city of 
Don, Henry Hacks, and Mr. Trow ens, tyvo great merchants of Amfterdam, and Mr. *. 
Heremite a lawyer of Dort* their fecretary. One Sigifmund Schoppe, formerly under 
Count Maurice, and who had commanded the land forces of Dutch Brazil, w'as now 
fent in the quality of commander-in-chief of thole forces ; he w r as a moft experienced 
captain, and w ho always kept a hriet difeipline among the foldiers. • 

Never did any fleet fent from Holland to Brazil meet with fo many unfortunate 
accidents as this, during the fix months they were at Ha. For within two days after 
they had left the Dutch coaft, they were forced to call and or in the Downs oppolite 
to Newport, where they loft tw'o of their fliips by ftrefs of weather. After a flay of 
three* days, the winds being fomewhat allayed, the fquadron under Mr. Van Goch fet 
fail again, but was in two days after again forced into St. Helen’s in the ifle of Wight ; 
three days before their arrival, a rich Dutch fliip, valued at two millions ». . iivres, then 
lately come from Brazil, was loft among the rocks, fo that of three' hundred perfons 
no more than thirty werq faved. Here they were detained by foul weather and contrary 
\viq<;ls Jeven weeks, when another Dutch fliip coming from Brazil chanced to call 
anchor near them, and told them, that their countrymen in the Receif were drove to. 
the lalt extremity ; pay,* that perhaps the place was furrendered by this time, they 
having no more than two months provifions left at the* time of his departure. Hereupon 
it was refolded to continue their voyage with the whole fleet, notwithffaading the winds 
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were againft them, but on the coaft near Portland were again overtaken by a violent 
llorm, in which they faw a Scotch Ihip with tfyo hundred perfons in her perilh. The 
fleet under Mr. Van Goch came with much ado to an anchor behind a rock, where they 
ftayed till the fiercenefs of the tempeft being allayed, .they profecuted their voyage. 
But fcarce were they got through the channel, juft as they were entering the Spanifh 
fea, but a difference arofe betwixt Mr. Van Goch and Mr. Beaumont about the flag, 
the Zealanders (in a council of war held for that purpofe) allotting the ‘precedency to 
Mr. Van Gbch ; whereas the Hollanders pretended the fame to belong to Mr. Beau- 
mont; but Mr. Van Goch perfifting'notwithftanding to‘ claim ^the precedency, Mr. 
Beaumont gave a fignal to the Holland fhips to follow him, and fo bid adieu to IVJr. 
Van Goch, who after a troublefome and tedious voyage, in which he loft many of his 
men by ficknefs, and efpecially the fcurvy, he arrived the 14th of July with his Ihip 
in the road of the Receif, being the firft of the five new lords of the council that 
arrived in the Dutch Brazil. The 3 iff of July 1646, the (hip the Bluccock, and the 
Ulieflingen of Zealand, came likewife to an anchor there ; in the firff came Mr. Trowens, 
and in the laft Golonel Sigifmund Schoppe. 

The 6th of Auguft the faid colonel gave ttk account to the members of the council 
how, purfuant to their orders, he was advanced with four hundred and fifty men as far 
as the fort of Olinda, to difcover the countenance of the enemy, and to take fome pri- 
foners ; that they had made a fhew of attacking us, but after fome flight fkiymifhcs re- 
tired, and with a body of their troops marched through Bracer de St. Jago, to cut-off our 
retreat ; but our people forced them to retreat again with the lofs of feveral of their 
men killed and wounded ; whereas we had but one wounded during the whole aftion, 
befides Colonel Schoppe himfelf, who* received a flight hurt on his leg. 

The 8th of Auguft the Arms of Dort, and in it Mr. Beaumont, arrived before the 
Receif; he was conducted the next day with all imaginable refpeft to the Receif. 

The 1 2th, late in the evening, Mr. Walter Schonenbergjj, prefident of the new 
council, and Henry Hacks, arrived in a bark from the north in the Receif, where they 
were received by all the citizens and foldiers in, arms; they had been forced to leave 
their fhip, called the Middleburgh, before the north entrance of Itamarika, as likewife 
* the Dolphin, laden with provifions on account of the chamber of Zealand, both which 
were feen the 30th of July, off Olinda ; but being forced back by contrary winds, 
the laft of thele two did not come to an anchor near the Receif till the 13th of Auguft. 

The fame day a certain negro deferter coming to the Receif brought information that 
the enemy* intended to eredi a fort on the pafs of the Baretta, to prevent our excurfions 
into the open country ; whereupon it wasrefolved, with unanimous confent of Mr. Scho- 
nenbergh and the whole council, as likewife with the approbation of Colonel Schoppe 
and Admiral Lichthart, to prevent the enemy’s defign by fortifying and maintaining the 
faid pafs, as being the only inlet we had left for the recovery of the wholg Dutch 
Brazil, all the other paffes being fo ftrongly fortified by the enemy, as not to *be at- 
tempted without great hazard. 

Accordingly the faid Colonel Schoppe matched the fame night with all the forces he 
could bring together, ordering the boats la*len with materials for the intended fortifica- 
tions, to follow him the next tide. The colonel at his arrival having loon chafed the 
enemy from thence, and poffefled himfelf of the houfe of the Baretta, fent for iiume- 
•diate orders to the council, to know whether he fhould continue in that poll all night ; 
who, with the approbation of the new prefident Schonenbet^h, difpatched Mr. isulle- 
ftraet thither immediately to take *a view of it, and to make his report accordingly ; he 
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returned the 14th againft. night, and reported to the council that he had found the work 
there very far advanced already, and th£ fortifications in fuch a Hate, that they would 
foon be in a pofture of defence againft any attempts from the enemy. 

The 13th of AuguP Rudolph Baro, who, as we told you, was fent with fome pre- 
fents to John Duwy, 1 mg of the Tapoyers, brought a letter front the Hid king, dated 
the ift of July, to the council, wherein* he thanked them for the prefents, and defired 
they would be’pleafed to lend him* fome iron weapons, he being then in war with the 
Pojukas, and that, aftor he , had humbled them, he would march with all his forces 
againft the Portuguese. * 

By this time the prefident, W alter Schonenbergh, and the other members of the new 
great council, be ing arrived at the Receif, and having delivered their comtniflions from 
l'heir High and Mightindfes, the States-General, His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, 
and the council of Nineteen, conftituting them joint-governos of the Dutch Brazil, the 
late members of the laid council ; to wit, Henry Hamel, Bulleftract, and Peter Bas, 
ordered all the colleges and other perfons of note to be called together, to be prel'ent at 
the inftalment of the future lords of the council. 

Accordingly all the members of the c®rt of juftice, and of the finances, next the 
magilti ales and commifiaries of Maurice’s Town, then the minifters and church council, 
together with the lea and land officers, the heads of the Jews, and laft of all the factors 
and book-keepers of the company, being affembled, Mr. Walbeck told them, in the 
name of the council, that Mr. Henry Hamel, Mr. Bullelfraet, and Peter Bas, had called 
them together, to lay down in their prefence the reins of the government, and to fur- 
render the fame to Mr. Schonenbergh, and the reft of the lords appointed by 'l’heir 
High and Mightineffes, by His llighneis the Prince of Orange, and the council of Nine- 
teen, for the fupreme management of the government of the Dutch Brazil ; returning 
them their hearty thanks for the fervices each in his rel’pe&ive ftation had dtjne to the 
government and for their conftant fidelity during thefe inteftine commotions, exhorting 
them to perlevere in the fame obedience to the new council ; whereupon the new prefi- 
dent and other members having received the congratulations, firft of the old council, 
and then of the other colleges, they from thenceforward tranfa&ed every thing by their 
own authority, though they, in ffil affairs of moment, took the advice of the laid mem- 
bers of the old council, during their ftay in Brazil ; for which purpofe they defired 
them, the 20th of Auguft, to appear every day at eight o’clock at their affembly, and 
to affift them with their counfel for the better management of the affairs of the company. 
The 1 9th of Auguft Mr. Trowens died late at night. * 

The 3d of September was ..ppointed for a general mufter of all the forces in garrifon 
in the forts near the Receif. Mr. Heck and Commiffary Zweers were ordered to take 
a review of thofe in the fort Erneftus, Wardenburgh, and Boavifta ; Mr. .Beaumont 
and Moucheron in the fort of Anthony Vaez and Maurice’s i own ; Mr. Van Goeh, 
Hamel* and Aldrich, at the Receif, and of thofe belonging to the artillery ; Mr. Raets- 
‘ field and Crowranger, at the Baretta and adjacent quarters ; Mr. Volbergtn and Com- 
miffary Stricht, in the forts William and Fredenck-Henry ; Mr. Bulleftraet a . ’ De Witt, 
in the fort Bruin, and the land and fea fort. . 

The 4th of September, # a pardon being agreed upon by joint confent of the old and 
new council, the fame was, the 6th, fent by a drummer to the enemy, with a letter to 
the Portifguefe commanders from the Bahia, defiring them to withdraw their forces. 

The 10th 0 $ September .being appointed for a review of the militia of the Receif and- 
Maurice’s Town, the fame was found to confift of 700 men ; they received the thanks 
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of the old council for their faithful fervices during the prefent inteftine war, and then 
retqrned their thanks to them for the prudent'management of the government. 

• The 1 3th of September, the letters written by the Portuguefe colonel the 1 1 th of 
September, in anfwer to ours of the 6th, were read in the great council, filled with un- 
truths and fictions of their own invention. They pretended that they were prevented by 
the inhabitants from retiring to the Bahia ; befides, that they wanted tranfport veffels, 
their fhips being detained in the bay of Tamandare, and that they niuft expert the 
King’s orders for that purpofe. 

They took alfo a great deal of pains to magnify their flfrength.^ The 12th and 13th 
of September fcveral letters were difperfed abroad by the Portuguefe, directed to Juftice 
Daems, to Matthew Bek, Balthafar de Fonfeca, Duarte Sarayva, Cafpar Francis do 
Coda, being all merchants, and written by John Fernandes Vieira, in which they again 
exaggerated their own number, and fpoke very defpicably of ours, threatening that, in 
Cede they fhould be forced to quit the country, they would dellroy all with fire ami 
fword, as they had already done in fome parts of Parayba. The ‘contents of thefe let- 
ters were as follows : 


A Letter from Vieira to fome Merchants in the Dutch Brazil. 

# 

“ Experience has, without quefliou, convinced you fufficiently of the reafons that 
iftoved us to undertake this war, and the fuccefs we have met with is an ample- teflimo- 
ny that God was pleafed to inflict this punifhment upon our enemies for the many out- 
rages committed againft the inhabitants of this country. This is, however, in a great 
meafure to be attributed to the general confent of the laid inhabitants, who having now 
forced themfelves from the tyrannical yoke of their oppreflors, ought to expett from 
me, who, though unworthy, am appointed the chief manager of this war, to be backed 
in fo brave a rel'olution. 1 would not have you be ignorant of our flrength, which, in 
comparifon of yours, exceeds all that can be faid upon that head j I will only tell you 
that, as by our .quitting the captain fhips of Parayba and Goyana, we are oonfiderably 
increafed in number ; ib it is moll evident from thence that the inhabitants chofe rather 
to lofe their pofieflions than to endure any longer tke indignities that were put up6n 
them, which was the true caufe of their inlurreCHon, and not, as it is given out among 
you, becaufe they were unable to fatisfy their creditors ; bccaufe they left more than 
what would have paid their debts. But if it fhould happen fo, that the faid inhabitants 
fhould not be able to maintain themfelves by force of arms, they are rclolved to lay all 
the other captainfhips defolate in the .fame manner. 

“ Having, therefore, well weighed the reafons which fcctn to promife us a good iffue 
of this war, I thought myfelf obliged, as a friend, to advife you, that that party is 
backed by reafon, and the unanimous refolution of many thoufands ; for, I can anure 
you, we are at leaft fourteen thoufand flrong, befides the negroes and Tapoyers, dif- 
perfed in feveral places, from Rio Grande as far as Rio St. Francifco. Kamaron com-* 
mands fix hundred mufqueteers, Henry Dias eight hundred negroes, two hundred 
Minos, and feven hundred Tapoyers j and thofe of the Sertan are at our devotion, 
whenever we are pleafed to call for them ; but, above all the reft, we have- God on 
our fide. We are not ignorant, that before the arrival oi Mr. Sigiftnund Schoppe, 
your whole force confided not in above fix hundred men, and that the fuccofirs come 
along with him do not amount to'above one thoufand two hundred more ; molt of which 
are boys, and the reft either dead or lick. You fee I am well acquainted with your 
flrength, having killed and taken prifoners about two thoufand fix hundred of your 
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beft foldiers, and five hundred Brazilians, befides the wounded that were carried to 
the Receif ; when our troops had no other arms than pointed flicks and clubs. Thefe 
are bleflings from heaven, for if we are able to perform thefe things without powder 
and ball, what may n> .t be expected from our forces, now they are Rrengthened with 
good troops, and pr.vidcd with fufKcient arms and ammunition? All which 1 confirm 
to you upon my word, to be nothijig ljut the real truth ; and, had it not been in re- 
fpecl of thofe ‘colonels fent from the Bahia, and of Ifis Majofiy of Portugal, I had by 
this time been mafler rtf tiie.Receif, or foine of the forts, or at leafl 1 might have done 
much greater mifehiejf : but If matters are not ''brought to a happy conduit on, I am 
refolved to ad like a delperate man, and not leave any fiigar-mills, cattle or negroes 
in the country, but will rather turn all to ruin and ddtrudion, before we will be com- 
pelled to fubmit again to your obedience. 

“ As thefe prelents may ferve as a warning to you, fo 1 hope you, and the reft of 
the merchants, will not delay to enter with us into fitch articles of agreement, as may 
be rnoft conducing to the prefervation of four pofleliions ; for 1 would have you cafl 
to mind, that there are many ingenious (tmlls) reduced at prefent to fuch a flate, as not 
to be likely to be in a condition to be ulew thefe ten years next to come. The Vergea 
is in no better condition than Parayba and Guyana, and the cattle (without which the 
mills cannot, fubfift) deftroyed in moll places. 

“ Colonel Sigifmund Schoppe, I fuppofe, pretends to keep the field againft us, as 
he did in the laft war, but he will find himlelf egregioufly miltaken, becaufe the in- 
habitants will not be of his fide ; for if I fhould hear of one that was, I would caufe him 
to be hanged immediately. You allege that we are valfals of the company, but when 
was ever any conquered nation treated thus as we were, world than the vileft Haves, of 
which you are fenfiblc as w r ell as we ; fo that, being* forced to break our chains, wc 
do not owe you any further obedience. If we had not been in hopes of tllis oppor- 
tunity, wc- would long before have implored the afliftance of the King of Spain or 
• France ; and if thofe had failed us, to have had recourfe to the 1 ’urks and Moors. 

I defire yoa not to throw away this letter, becaufe experience will convince you of the 
truth of it ; and that we fhall purfue the fame methods here as we have done in other • 
places ; wherefore, I would havd you not give credit to any body, except to*thofe that 
eome in perfon from thofe places ; I having told them nothing but the bare truth, 
which you will find in effect thus : in the profecution of this war, 1 hope you will con- 
lider what is moft for your intereft, in which I am ready to ferve you ; for thqugh your 
governors do not dirett their letters to me, it is I that have the chief management of this 
war, and under my command ; the power of the* colonels come from the Bahia ex- 
tending no farther than over thofe troops they have brought along with them. A Reyal 
tie bon Jefus, September 11, 1O46. 

« On the 10th of this month, the before-mentioned colonels having fent an anfwer to 
a letter clire&ed to them from your council, by one of our captains, feve^al infnaring 
' queftions were afked him concerning the prefent war, which he, perhaps, not anfwer. 
ing according to their expectation, they replied more like drunken cowardo than fol- 
diers ; if they will be pleafed to come out and tell me thefe things, I will try whether 
their fwords are as nimble as their tongues are, and teach them what refpect is due to 
the jnefiengers of thofe perlons who have the fupreme command here. This I write 
to you at prefent, but (hall not fail in due time to make my words good by the fword, 
of which your people feel file daily effects as often as they dare to come out of tfyeir 
forts. ’Pray be not deceived, for Brazil is not allotted to you ; not queftioning but 
that God will blefs our arms, and if we happen to die, we fhall lofe our lives in the 
vol. xiv. 5 defence 
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defence of our holy religion and liberty ; and all thofe that have refufed to accept of 
our offers will pay for it with the lofs of their lives, poffeflions, and debts. 

“ A Reyal, Sept. 12, 1646. (Signed) t John Fernandes Vieira.” 

The 14th of September, a man of war, called the Ter Veer, equipped by the cham- 
ber of Zealand, (aboard of which was Colonel Hinderfon) arrived before the Receif, 
after a voyage of fourteen weeks. The 24th of September, the enemy caufed feme 
pamphlets to be difperfed, promifing, iii very haughty terras, a general pardon, and a 
compofition of their debts, in cafe we would leave the ifland. l'he 27th of Septem- 
ber, Colonel Schoppe returned with fomc troops from Goyana, by the way of Itama- 
rika ; I had not met with any enemy, but had found all the fugar-mills burnt in the 
firlt place, but the fugar-reed and farinha fields in a pretty good condition ; we received 
afterwards further information, that the fugar-mills of Goyana were not quite burnt 
down. The 27th of October, a conference*’ was held betwixt the bid council and Mr. 
Van Goch, unto whom they imparted their advice concerning feveral matters relating to 
the ftate of the Dutch Brazil, and efpecially to the planting of the mandioka or farinha- 
roots, and the killing of cattle, which they advifed io be done with great circumfpec- 
tion, Brazil being not able to fubfill without a confiderable number of oxen, which 
were continually, employed in carrying of fugar-reeds, wood, and other neceffaries, to 
the mills. 

For the planting of farinha-roots they propofed Itamaiika, Rio Grande, andParayba, 
which countries were thought fufficient to fupply their prefent occafions ; provided it 
were done before the feafon was elapfed. 

In the meanwhile, Colonel Sclioppe having made feveral, but, for the moll part, un- 
fuccefSful 'attempts, upon the enemy, our forces were thereby fo diminifhed, that we 
were not in condition to make head againll the Portuguefe near the Receif ; which 
made our council take a refolution to endeavour the recovery of Rio St. Francifco, the 
execution of which being committed to the management of Colonel Hinderlon, proved 
more fortunate for us, he meeting with little refiftance thereabout. 

Accordingly, the 24th of October, the fallowing Ihips, Count Eano admiral, Loanda 
vice-admiral, the Arms of Dort rear-admiral, the Bluecdck, the Watchful Dog, the 
Gieyhound, Eagle, the Star, Heemltede, and the Flight, with eight barks, fet fail under 
the command of Admiral Lichthart and Colonel Hinderfon to the fouth. The 1 7th 
of November the council received advice, that our troops under Colonel Hinderfon were 
fafely landed at Korafippa, and, marching from thence to Rio St. Francifco and the fort 
St. Maurice, had met with no oppofition from the enemy, who had begun to rafe the faid 
fort. That they had been feconded by the fmall veffels, which had followed them up 
the river, which our forces had paffed, and were marched to Seregippe del Rey, having 
left fome behind to repair the fort ; and that four Portuguefe had requefted t'neir par- 
don, which was promifed them. Whilft our forces were employed thereabouts, I was • 
ordered thither to take care of the neceffary provifions (of which there was great plenty) 
for our troops ; having accordingly caufed my cargo to be embarked aboard a fhip 
called the BsoVnfifh, Francis Frantz mailer. 

I fet fail the 24th of November. We were carried with a briik gale as far as the 
mountains, called by our people the Saddle-hills, from their fhape, the coaft ill there- 
abouts being white land downs. About half an hour after fun-fet, we law ourfelves 
off the bay of Tamandare, and* from thence continued our courfe with a fair wind, 
which in two days after brought us happily to the entrance of that great fiver, which 
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is fo broad at the beginning, that a fix-pounder can fcarce reach acrofs it ; it falls with a 
very foft current into the fca, its waters hieing low in the winter, but increafe in the fum- 
mer, perhaps by reafon of the fnows that are melted by the heat of the fun. About fifty 
leagues from its mouth is a great cataraft or waterfall, furrounded by a great many iflands ; 
the fea at its entrance meeting in tempeftuous weather with the current, are fo boifterous, 
thatthey ftrike terror into the ftoutelt mariners, and carry away great pieces of the continent 
along with thtem. We entered the faid river, but were forced to call anchor imme- 
diately after fun-fet, for wai\t of an eaft wind to carry us higher up, which commonly 
begins to blow thereabout af three in the mornihg. The country appealed very plea- 
fant on both fides, and we faw abundance of wild beafts near the river-fide, and feveral 
htfts made of ftraw. We were detained near twenty-four hours upon a fand-bank, 
which, after we had pafl'ed, we came at lalt to the village called Penedos, fituate upon 
a high hill ; here we landed with our boats, and found a few houfes which were rebuilt 
by our people, the rell being burnt by the enemy before their flight. In the fort was 
formerly, in the tinfe of the Portuguele, n church, which we turned into a magazine ; 
it was furrounded with a goodly wall, the river palling by it on the north fide, where 
the hill is very fteep. 

The 30th of November Admiral 'Lichthart was feized with a fudden and violent illnefs, 
occafioned by his drinking too much cold water after he had over-heated himfelf before ; 
he was carried into a boat, with three foldiers under tjie command of an officer, lower 
down the river, but foon after loft his fenfes, and in my prefence expired. The next 
day his corpfe being put in a coffin was carried aboard the Golden Star, being con-, 
dueled by the chief officers there prefent, and four companies of foldiers, to the river- 
fide, who gave three falvoes with their mufkets,* as did the cannon from the fort and 
fhips, in order to his interment at the Receif. , 

Towards evening, as I was going aboard our fhip, the boat overturned by*the*fwift- 
nefs of the current, and, had I not been a good fwimmer, I had infallibly been drowned ; 
the mafter threw out a great cable over-board, by the help of which, and God’s mercy, 
I got fafely into the fhip. The foldiers in the meanwhile fcoured the country, and brought 
feven hundred oxen, (of which there was plenty,) and three hundred calves, into our quar- 
ters, having been at pafture in one of the adjacent iflands of the river, under thfi guard of 
fome foldiers ; they were not extraordinary fat, but tolerable good meat. The fol- 
diers’ huts were for the molt part planted on the north fide of the hill, which being 
compofed of branches and leaves of trees, took fire accidentally the 3d of December, 
with fuch fury, that in a quarter of an hour the whole quarter was in a Mme, not- 
withftanding that the alarm was given immediately, by the beating of drums and the 
founding of trumpets ; fome loldiers that were then fwimming in the river, loft all their 
cloaths by this accident. It was well it happened by day ; for if it had been in the 
night it would have put us under a great confternation, it being generally reported that 
it had bden done by treachery. 

• There was at that time a plentiful crop of tobacco upon the circumjacent fields, but 
was not quite fit for reaping, which muft be done at a certain feafon, bel \ «_* the low 
grounds overflowed. The colonel defired me to provide thofe who had loft all, with 
new cloaths, and to dedudl it out of their pay ; but I told him that I* being only a 
fa&or, could not do it without fpecial order from the council, fome having but little 
pay 8ue*to them. The 25th of December we received intelligence that the enemy 
began to appear in a configurable body, whereupon the companies of Captains Coufin, 
Schut, Gyfeling, La Montayne, and of a Brazilian captain, called Tomee, were fern 
• jq 2 ’ in 
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in quell of them, with orders to fet their (tables on fire, and bring the cattle to our 
quarters. The next following Monday, word was brought us, that our troops were 
fo narrowly enclofed by the enemy, that it was feared fcarce one of them would 
efcape with life. Whild we were in a great condernation, not knowing what refolu- 
tion 10 take, a Brazilian brought us the unwelcome news, that our whole body was 
routed and difperfed, and Captains Schur, Coiffin, and La Montayne, killed upon the 
fpot. He had fcarce finifhed his doleful relation before a German foldier, who had 
efcaped the fight, by his bleeding wounds and his words gave us a confirmation of 
what had been told u? before, with this addition, that Captain Gyfeling's lieutenant, 
La Montayne’s enlign, and one Kilmer, belonging to Captain Schut, had fought their 
way through the enemy, with about thirty foldiers, and would foon be here. This 
mifhap was chiefly attributed to the fool-hardinefs of our troops, who contrary to 
Colonel Hinderfon’s command, having at once difcharged all their mufqucts againd 
the enemy, fell in pell-mell, without any regular order, with fvvord in hand upon the 
enemy, which the enemy perceiving, retreated back and drew them into an ambufli. 
Towards night we faw feveral foldiers miferably wounded with darts come to our 
quarters, fome who had thrown away their arms, were forced to call: lots for their 
lives, the misfortune of which fell upon a Dutchman and a Brazilian, who being tied 
to a flake to be (hot to death, were however pardoned by the colonel. Captain 
Gyfeling’s lieutenant, who camp without his arms to the fort, was fent immediately 
to the Receif, where his fword was broke over his head, and he declared incapable of 
ferving the company for the future, notwithdanding he had done them faithful fervice 
for feven years laft pad. 

By this time I was fent for to the Receif, fo that after having taken my leave of the 
colonel and Mr. Dames, I embarked on board the Bat the 16th of December, and wc 
were ihe fame evening with a fair wind and dream carried to the mouth of the river. 
It being a fine moon-light night we catched abundance of Zaggers, as we call them, a 
fi(h of a very good tade, and continued our courfe with a brifk gale : not far f rom the 
river’s mouth we met with four of our fhips, who told us they were to fetch, provifions, 
but in cafe they could not, were to return forthwith to the Receif. The 1 8th, we 
advanced ‘but little, the fhips being not out; of fight of us, near the river’s mouth, blit 
did catch more filh than we were able to eat. The 20th *we were likewife becalmed, 
and we perceived the moon to be half eclipfed for the fpace of two hours. The next 
following day wc failed fo near to St. Antonio, that we could fee them walking along 
the fca-ftiore. Towards night we difeovered Porto Calvo, about thirty leagues from 
Rio St. Francifco. We were often* becalmed, but catched abundance of king’s-fifh 
and cods, and faw fires in many places along the coad. The 24th of December we 
came fo near to the cape of St. Audin that we difeovered five fhips and feven row- 
barges in the harbour ; we might have reached fome of thofe that went alhore with 
our (hot, had it not been for the fand-bank which hindered our nearer approach. 
About neon' we came before the Receif, but it was fo foggy that we could fcarce dif-* 
cover the water-fort ; nevertheless we ventured in, and I got aftiore immediately, with 
an intention to give an account of the date of affairs in Rio St. Francifco to Mr. 
Schonenberglt, being conduced thither by Colonel Schoppe, who happened to meet 
me immediately after my landing. 

The 27th of O (Sober the enemy had laid two ambufhes in the way to, the f< 5 rt Prince 
William, beyond the redoubt Kiik. They did not dir tin towards noon, when per- 
ceiving a company of our foldiers marching along the dike, they fired fo brifkly upon 

8 • them, 



NIEUHOFi’s BRAZIL. 853 

them, that they killed eleven, wounded twelve, and took three prifoners j yet not 
without the lofe of fome on their fide. * 

In the meanwhile the Tapoyers being much exafperated at the murder of the before- 
mentioned Jacob Rabbi their, commander, had left our party ; the council did what 
they could to appcafe them, imprifoned and hanilhed Garfman the author of it, and 
confifcated his eftatc, -notwithftanding which, the Tapoyers could not be prevailed upon 
to join with as before. 

The 1 8th of November Mr. Van Goch entered into a conference with the members 
of the old council, whethet it might not be Seafible to embark what forces we were 
able to fpare on board our great /hips, and to attempt to make a powerful diverfion 
to the enemy by attacking him in fome place or other. But thole of the old council 
having reprefented to him the danger of this enterprife if it Ihould mifcarry, whilft 
they were blocked up in the Receif, the further debate thereof was deferred till the 
next day. It was then propofed, upon fecond thoughts, that in cafe we could bring 
all our forces together, fomething of moment might be undertaken without manifelt 
hazard, whereby to oblige the enemy to withdraw his forces from the Receif ; but 
Mr. Van Goch apprehending no final! danger in cafe we mifcarried, they came to no 
refolution for that time. 

It being found by experience that all our promifes of pardon had proved ineffectual, 
it was propofed by Mr. Van Goch the firft of December, whether t it was not moli 
expedient to give no quarter for the future ; unto which it was anfwered, that very 
feldom quarter had been given by us, and few prifoners were taken, and that the' 
enemy had likewife killed molt of our people that were fallen into their hands, but 
a hey judged it not convenient to refufe quarter !o all without diftinftion, which would 
induce luch of the inhabitants as ‘had remained qqiet hitherto, to betake themfelves 
likewif; to their arms. . » 

The ?. ?d of November we laid an ambulh for the enemy near die fort of Affagados, 
who being by fome few fent out for that purpofe engaged in a fkirmifh, and purfuing 
our men with great eagernefs under the cannon of the fort, were fet upon by thofe 
lying in ambulh, who killed and wounded many of them. 

* The 12th of December the corps of the late Admiral Lichtharf was interred, one 1 
company of the city-militia,* and two of foldiers appearing in arms upon that occafion, 
gave him three falvoes with their mufquets. 

The 30th of December the Eagle yacht brought letters to the council, dated in Rio 
St. Francifco the 4th of December, intimating that in an illand a little above the fort, 
one Colonel Rebellia was arrived with two hundred men from the Baida ; and that 
they expected another reinforcement, as well from thence as from the Vergea ; that 
our people being fent higher up the river, had attacked fome of the enemy's troops; 
but they made their efcape to the other fide, leaving the'r arms and clothes be- 
hind <Kem. 

The 2d of January 1647, Colonel Schoppe, who had been with three hundred fuzi- 
leers in Goyana, returned to the Receif, 1 giving an account that he had taken a view 
of all the rivers thereabouts, but met with qo enemy. 

The 5th of January the council received an account of the before-mentioned attion 
in Rio St. Francifco, viz. five companies of our forces being fent to Orambou, ,to 
bea? up^the enemy’s quarters, they met with a body of one hundred men, whom they* 
attacked and put to flight ; but foon alter our forces were attacked by a much 
ftronger body, who put them to the rout, with the lofs of one hundred and fifty men ; 
of our officers one captain was killed, and five taken prifoners, viz. Captains Samuel 
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Lambart, La Montagne, Gerrit Schut, Kilian Taylor, Daniel Koin, and three lieu- 
tenants, Jooft Koyman, Anthony Baliart, Jero'nymus Hellemen, and one enfign. 

The 8th of January Mr. Van Goch, in the name of the new council, advifed with 
thofc of the old council, that it being refolved among them to fend for a confiderable 
number of their forces out of Parayba,. in order to gather a body of troops for fome 
important defign, they defired to be informed concerning the prefent condition of the 
faid captainfhip ; and whether the city of Parayba and St. Andrew might be defended 
by a fmall garrifon ; whereupon thole of the old council replied, that the town of 
Frederica had no frefh water but whatr they mull fetch af a mile’s diftance, and con- 
fequently might be cut off by the enemy; the lame thing might be done at the 
paffage leading to the river fide ; befides, that there was no fortifications belonging to 
the place but the monaftery, which was of no great confequence, and the Guarte 
Domaiges church, which had been fortified by the enemy in this war. As to St. Andrew 
it was no more than a fugar-mill, about four hours diltant from the city of Parayba, 
fituate upon the bank of the river ; that the* communication of th& place with the fort 
of St. Margaret might ealily be cut off by the enemy, as being likewife about four 
leagues from thence, but it might be relieved from the water-fide, and yet not without 
great difficulty. Mr. Van Goch told them he would make his report thereof to the 
council. 

The 1 2th of January the council received advice, that the enemy were, with a ftrong 
body of troops, entered Parayba, and advancing very near to the fugar-mill of St. 
Andrew’s, had in the night-time furprifed fome Dutch and Brazilians, to the number 
of fifty men, women and children, of which they had killed fome, and ripped up the 
women’s bellies. 

The 13th of January fome pamphlets were again ’difperfed by the enemy, containing 
in fubftanpe, that fince the inhabitants of the Receif were now beyond all hopes of 
further relief, it would be their fureft way to come to an accommodation ; for they 
were refolved to venture all before they would lay afide their defign ; but if all failed, 
they would deftroy the whole country, and fo leave it : they exhorted them not to be 
deceived by the infinuations of thofe who belonged to the company, and called them 
rebels ; they being no more to be ftyled fo than the Dutch theinfelves, who had afierted 
their liberty againft Spain. 

The 17th of January four negroes belonging to one Ifaac de Raffier, who had been 
taken prifoners fome days before in Parayba, came over to us into the Receif, and 
brought advice, that the enemy, after having tarried but a little time in that captain- 
fhip, where they had killed five Dutchmen and fome Brazilians, were retired from 
thence. 

' The 2 2d of January, early in the morning, the enemy began to batter the wooden 
fort near the Baretta, from a battery on the bank of the fouth fide of the river, which 
he continued the whole day, but defifted at night ; the garrifon having been reinforced 
about noon with five companies of foldiers, and fome provifions ; becaufe Mr. Hamel, 
one of the members of the old council, did reprefent to Mr. Van Goch, that though 
the fort itfelf was fo inconfiderable, as fierce to be worth the trouble of defending it 
by a good garrifon, yet at this juncture, when the enemy had made his firft attempt 
upon it, it would not be advifeable to defert it, for fear of giving encouragement 
to the enemy to attack the other forts ; but that on the contrary, as long as -they did 
meet with a brave refinance here, they would not be fo forward to attempt others ; 
efpceially fince' we had the conveniency of relieving them with boats at high water, 
V&h low tide by land by the way of the fand-ridge ; and that we might annoy the 
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enemy with the cannon from our yachts in his trenches, as we had done that day. 
About the fame time, a map was ordered to be made, (hewing the true fituation of 
the Receif, with the turnings and windings of the adjacent rivers and marihes, as far 
as the Baretta, for the better ipftruttion or the council. 

The 24th of Janua: / in the morning, news \yas brought that the enemy had raifed 
the fiegc of the fort of the Baretta the. night before, and carried off all their cannon, 
being fenfible chat as long as they touM be annoyed from the fea-fide, and we be able 
to reinforce them daily, with frern troops, they could promife themfelves but (lender 
fuccefs : but bdides that, our people were to (Iruggle againft the enemy and famine, 
’hey were frequently troubled with defertions ; many of our foldiers, nay, even to the 
I'oi’jcants and other officers, who begun to defpair of our cafe, running over to the 
.■nemy, even at that time when the before-mentioned fliips, theFaulcon and Elizabeth, 
ere in fight of the Receif. 

Now the members of the- old council began to prepare in good earned for their 
return to Holland, ihey had already, in December 1646, folicited Mr. Schonenbergh, 
prdident of the new council, to order fome (hips to be got ready to tranfport them 
thither, and the Ulyeffingen had been appointed for that purpofe ; but the fame bang 
not as yet returned from cruizing, they applied themfelves, the 25th of January 1647, 
to Mr. Van Goch, and told him, that whereas, according to their commiffion, one of 
them ffiould return after the expiration of three years, they had continued in Brazil 
thefe fi? years, Mr. Kodde having indeed been ordered to return about that time, but 
his place not being fupplied by another, he died before his 'departure : that they had, 
for thefe three years lad pad, folicited their return, and had two years ago received 
promifes of being relieved by others ; which had not been performed till within thefe 
few months, to the great prejudice of themfelves and their families : Mr. Van Goch 
pron.ifed them to take effe&ual care to have the (hips got ready, and to fend fpr the 
(hip the Ulyeffingen, in order to their return home. At the time of the acceffion of 
the new council to the government, and the departure of Henry Hamel, Adrian Bulle- 
ftraet, and, Peter Bas, late members of the great council, the following forts remained 
dill in the poffeffion of our Weft-India company : 

• The fort of Keulen, at the mouth of Rio Grande, provided with twenty-eight brafs 
and one iron cannon. 

The redoubt of St. Antonio, on the north fide of the river Parayba, with fix iron 
pieces of cannon. 

The fort Reftanguets, in an illand of the fame name u ithin the river Parayba, with 
four brafs and five iron pieces of cannon. 

The fort Margaret, on the fouth fide of the river Parayba, with fourteen brafs and 
twenty-four iron pieces of cannon. 

The fort Orange, in the ifle of Itamarika, with fix braft and feven iron pieces of 
cannon.' 

Noffa Senhora de Conceptiano, an old battery upon the hill of Itamarika, with two 
brafs and eight iron pieces of cannon. 

The redoubt called Madame de Bruin, three iron pieces of cannon. 

‘ The fort Wardenbrugh, alias the Triangular Fort, betwixt the Bruin and the Re- 
ceif ; the firft provided With four brafs and five iron pieces of cannon ; the lad with 
fourteenibrafs guns. 

The Land Fort, alias St, John's, with eleven iron guns. 

The Water Fort, at the mouth of the river of the .Receif, with feven brafs guns. 
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The fort Erneftus, with five brafs and three iron pieces of cannon, and the battery 
With five brafs and two iron pieces of cannon. • 

The Receif. 

Maurice’s Town, upon the ifland of Anthony Vaez. . 

The fort Frederick Henry, alias the Quinquangular Fort. 

The redoubt of (lone near this fort. 

The redoubt Kiik, betwixt the fort FrederickHcrfry and the fort Prince "William. 

The fort Prince William, upon the river Aflagados. , 

The forts then in pofiefiion of the Portuguefe, and taken by them from the Dutch, 
are thefe : * 

Seregippo del Rey, Rio St. Francifco, and Porto Calvo, being reduced by famine, 
were rafed by the Portuguefe, being fenfible that our people could not maintain thetn- 
felves there without eroding of new ones, which was not to be done without a vafl 
charge. Near the point of Tamandare, the place where the Portuguefe from the Bahia 
firft of all landed their men ; and where afturwards their fleet was •beaten by ours, the 
enemy laid the foundation of a fort for the fecurity of that harbour, where fhips of 
great burthen might fafely ride at anchor. 

The 23d of January, Mr. Beaumont was fent by* the new council to confer with the 
late members, concerning the prefen r condition of Rio St. Francifco, and what was bell 
to be done there: they anfwered him as before, that the fort as it was 110‘w could do 
but little fervice, r and that therefore it would be worth our confideration, Whether the 
propofals made by them in writing might not now be put in practice. The faid Mr. 
Beaumont further propoled, whether it would not be requifite to ered an earthen 
redoubt for the defence of the Baretta'; unto which thofe of the old council replied v 
that confidering the vaft charge, and the final 1 benefit which could be expeded from 
it, th& fa rye might be more conveniently built in fome place or other, to facilitate our 
paflage into the open country. Beaumont was of opinion, that thereby the enemy 
would be prevented from advancing to the fort Frederick Henry ; but the old members 
told him, that notwithlfanding we had how a fort on the Baretta, we could pot hinder 
the enemy’s coming upon that ifland near the fort, unlels we would keep a con- 
’ fiderable force there for that purpofe ; that we need not fear their tranlporting any 
cannon thither, becaufe their retreat might'be cut ofl’at high tide; neither could they, 
from thence, do any irtifehief to the Receif, it being evident, that the fhot of our 
biggeft cannon in the fort Frederick William could not reach the faid ifland. The 
feme evening, Mr. Van Goch and Hack came to tell the members of the old council, 
that the Hollandia and Ulyeffingcn would be ready in a little time, in order to conduit 
them to Holland, the Ulyeflingen being ordered forthwith to return from the Bahia, 
whither fhe was lent a-cruizing. 

By this time the enemy had blocked us up fo clofely in the Receif, that on the land 
fide we durft fcarce look without the gates ; and a certain Portuguefe had prepaled us a 
worfe entertainment, having invited all our chief commanders abroad to his daughter’s 
wedding, during which time the enemy were to have furprifed the city ; but this defign 
being timely difeovered by fome Portuguefe and Jews, mifearried. 

About the 15th of October, the Portuguefe began to rebuild the fort Bon Jcfus, as 
it is called by them, but by us Altena, on the other fide of fhe river. We had fome 
notice of it by deferters, but could not difeover the truth of it, becaufe thejf kept us 
from advancing that way by their cannon, and the place was furrounded on all fides 
with 'woods ; btrt as foon as they had caufed thefh to be cut down, we difeoveted it 
bdth by fight' and the roaring of their cannon, which thundered inceflantly againft 
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the city, caufed fuch a conflernation, as is not eafy to be exprefl'ed, moil people 
/heltering themfelves in vaults, to avoid the fury of the enemy’s cannon. Of this 
1 faw a moft miferable fpeftacle in a certain young lady, a niece of the late Admiral 
Lichthart, who being :ome to* vifit one of her acquaintance lately married, had both 
her legs foot off by a cannon bullet, which at the fame time killed the new-married 
woman upon the lpot. At the outcry of thefe miferable wretches I ran thither inftantly, 
my houfe being juft by, where I was an eye-witnefs of their mifery, the poor young 
lady grafping my legs with fitch an agony, tha^lhe could fcarce be pulled off with all 
the ftrength I had ; fit being a moft doleful fpettacle for me to fee the floor covered 
with the legs and arms of thefe miferable wretches ; the poor young lady died likewife 
within three days after. It was not long after that I narrowly efcaped the fame misfor- 
tune ; for whilft I was talking with fome of the inhabitants of the city, as I was going 
the rounds, two of them were killed by a cannot bullet, and another had both his hands 
foot off as he was lighting his pipe. Nay,, we were forced to remove all the foips out 
of the harbour for fear of being funk. Colonel Schoppe, in the meanwhile, had made 
himfelf mafter of and deftroyed Taperika, 2,000 Portuguefe only having faved them- 
felves by flight ; but by the many uofuccefsful encounters we had with the Portuguefe, 
our forces decreafing daily, whereas theirs increafed, Colonel Schoppe was ordered to 
command Ccflonel Ilinderlon to leave Rio St. Francifco, and to join him in Taperika ; 
but this, flood us but in little ftead, being not long ‘after obliged tef leave likewife 
Taperika for the relief of the Receif. All our force confifting of about i,8oo men, 
being now come to the Receif, (where they had not provifions for above l'even months 
left) it was l’everal times taken into confi deration, what was beft to be done at this 
juncture. Colonel Schoppe, with fome other officers, were of opinion not to hazard an en- 
gagement, our forces being fo much inferior to the enemy, but to flay for a more fa- 
vourable opportunity ; but it was carried by the majority to venture a general fally for 
the relief oi the Receif, the chief command thereof being given to Colonel Brink, be- 
caufe Colonel Schoppe was not as yet cured of his wounds he had received in a late en- 
counter, Our forces marched towards evening as far as Guerapes, a place fatal to us 
the year before by the defeat of our people, the fields thereabouts being as yef covered 
with their bones. The Portuguefe no foon£r perceived us to be upon the march, but 
they left the fort Altena, of which we having got notice, poffeffed ourfelves of it imme- 
diately,, and thus drew the thorn out of our foot. But the 16th of May proved the 
moll fatal of all we had feen for many years before in Brazil. For though our forces 
attacked the enemy with bravery, and maintained the fight with great obftinrey for fome 
time, yet the enemy, flufhed with their number and late fuccefs, with 2,500 of their 
belt men, at laft forced our men to give way, and afterwards to fly, being purfued by 
150 Portuguefe horfe ; fo that both in the fight and flight, wc loft above 1,100 men, 
among yvhom were Colonel Brink, and ahnoft all the reft of our commanders : we loft 
alfo nineteen colours, and all our cannon and ammunition we had carried along with us. 
It was not till five days after before leave could be obtained to bury oifr dead, which 
began to corrupt and ftink moft naufeoufly, by reafon of the burning heat 01 the fun. 
This was the laft effort we were likely to maKe in the field ; all our futiye care being 
for the prefervation and defence of the Receif, unlefs we ftould be fupplied with frefh 
fuccodrs from Holland : but the fame arriving but flowly, moft people began to fear, 
that, in cafe Go*d Almighty did not fend us fome unexpected relief, we foould be at laft 
forced to leave that place likewife to the mercy of the enemy ; the great council laying 
the fault of our late misfortunes upon the council of war, and thefe again upon them, 
alledging that the foldiers were ill-provided for, and wanted their pay. As for myielf, 
vol. xiv. 5 K ' being 
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being fenfible that things would be worfe ai\d worfe every day, I thought it the fafeft 
way for me alfo to defire a paffport for my return to Holland, which at laft with much 
ado I obtained, and fo prepared every thing for my voyage. But before 1 leave Brazil, 
I ought to give you a fhort account of the products of the faid country. 

.* . * 

The captainfhip of Pernambuko, and Brazil in general, being not only •well flored 
with cattle, but alfo with feveral forts of herbs, trees, $nd ffuits, we will give you a 
Ihort view of them, and begin with tfie Mandiiba, and its root, called Mandioka, unto 
which the Brazilians Hand chiefly indebted for their fuftenance. The moil parts of 
America are ignorant hitherto of wheat or any other grain, inftead of which, nature has 
furnilhed them with a certain fhrub, the root of which dried and powdered, and after- 
wards boiled and baked as we do our bread, is the common food of the inhabitants of 
America. This fhrub grows in vaft plenty every where, being by the Brazilians called 
Maniiba and Mandiiba, and its root Mandioka. There are divers kinds of it, diftin- 
guifhed by the Brazilians by different names, but the root is in general called mandioka. 
Their leaves are finall, green, and long, pointed, at the end, which grow upon large 
ftalks or branches, each of which has five, fix, or feven leaves, growing in a clufter, 
refembling a ftar, called by the Brazilians, Manikoba. The flock or 41cm is dillin- 
guifhed by certain knots, not above an inch thick, but generally fix, fometimes feven 
feet high, from whence fprout forth feveral branches, which producing again leffer 
ftalks, bear the before-mentioned leaves. It bears a finall flower of a pale yellow 
colour, and of five leaves only, with finall ftalks within, which at laft turn to feed. 
The root mandioka refembles our parfnip in fhapti, being two or three foot long, afid 
about a man’s arm thick, but grbws thinner towards the bottom. Its outward rind re- 
fembles ‘that of a hazel-tree, but its fubftance is white, affording a milky fharp juice, 
which is pernicious to beads. This fhrub grows in dry, barren, and fandy ground, its 
nature being fo averfe to moifture, that they are obliged to plant it only in the fummer 
months, where it is mod expofed to the fun. For this purpofe it is, that' the inhabit- 
ants cut jlown the woods on the hills and in the plains, which they burn, and fo pre- 
pare the ground for the production of this 'root ; thefe fields are by the Brazilians called 
Ko, by the Portuguefe, Roza or Chokas, and by our people, Roffen. Thefe fields are 
turned up into finall round hills like mole-hills ; the Portuguefe call them Montes 
de Terra Cavada, or Hollowed Hills, the Brazilians, Kujo. % Thefe hills they make about 
two foot and a half afunder, each being about three foot in circumference, and half a 
foot high, that the rain may be carried off with the more cafe. In each of thefe hills 
they commonly plant three fmall taks of this fhrub, of about nine or ten inches or a 
foot long, without leaves ; notwithflanding which, they grow and foon bear frefli leaves, 
and in time produce new roots, which cannot be tranlplanted, becaufe no {boner are 
they taken eut of the ground, but they begin to putrefy and ftink. After thefe tak§ 
have been aboftt ten days in the ground, they begin to bud and produce as many frefh 
taks as they have knots ; each of thefe taks is about a finger long, from whence fprout 
forth many I«ffer ones of a purple colour.* The fields muff be three or four times a year 
cleared of the weeds, which grow in great plenty amongft it,* and choak it up before it 
comes to its full growth. The fmall taks and leaves of thefe fhrubs are mightily in- 
fefted by the pifmires, and likewife coveted by the wild-gojts, oxen, hovfes, and fheep, 
for which reafon they are very careful to fence thefe plantations with ftalks and branches 
0fc|r%es. Tbe bees, conies, and fome other Brazilian creatures, are mighty fond of the 
«5ot, which takes no harm, though the fhrub be ftripped of all the leaves^ provided the 
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root itfeli be not touched. This root does not come to its full perfection till a year after 
planting of the tales, though, in cafe of neceflity, they may be drawn in fix months; but 
afford but little farinha. Each fhrub produces two, three, four, nay fometitnes twenty, 
roots, according to the goodnefa of the ground, and after they arc come to full matu- 
rity, will keep two or three years under-ground ; ‘but it is much more lafe to take them 
up at the year’s end, lor clfe many of thefn will rot ; nay if the feafon happens to prove 
very wet, they hiuft of neceffity be drawn, though they are but half ripe. The root, 
after it is taken out of* the ground, will not keep above three days, but (links, take 
what care you can ; for^which reafon they feldom ditaw more at a time than they can make 
immediately into farinha or meal. That kind of mandioka, commonly called Mandibuka, 
grows falter and ripens fooner than any other, and affords the bell farinha ; it thrives bed 
in fandy and hot grounds. But that kind which is molt generally ufed is called Mandiik- 
parata, and grows indifferently in all grounds. The farinha is prepared thus : the root 
after it is taken out of the ground is purged from its outward rind by a knife, and waffled 
in fair water ; then the end of the root is held clofe to a wheel of about four or five 
foot diameter, which being covered round the edges with a copper or tin plate full 
’ of lharp fmall holes, not unlike a nutmeg-grater, and the wheel being turned round 
continually, grates the faid root into’ fmall particles, which fall into a trough under- 
neath. The \vheel is by the Brazilians called Ibecem Babaca, and by the Portuguefe, 
Roda de farinha, or the flour-wheel ; the trough the Brazilians call Mukaba, and the 
Portuguefe, Koche de rater Mandihoka. But the poorer fort are fain to be contented 
t with a hand-grater, called Tapiti. The root thus grated is put into a bag, made of the 
rinds of trees, about four inches wide, called by y the Portuguefe, Efpremondouro de 
Mandihoka. This bag with the root is put into a prefs, and all the juice prefled out, 
(it having a venomous quality) which is by the Brazilians called Manipoera, or Muni- 
puera, and by the Portuguefe, Agoa de Mandihoka, i. e. the water of Maifdihbka. 
The next th : ug to be done.is to. beat the root through a fieve, called by the Brazilians, 
Urupema ; and then to lay it upon a copper-plate, or earthen pan, over the fire, and 
to ftir it continually with a wooden fpoon or fpattle till it be quite dry. This pan or 
vefiel the Brazilians call Vimovipaba, and the llice Vipucuitaba. The farinha, before 
it be quite dry, is called by the Brazilians, Yitinga, and by the Portuguefe, Tarinha 
Relada ; but when it is completely dried and fit for keeping, the Brazilians call it 
Viata or Viccia, and the Portuguefe, Farinha Seca, or dry meal ; or Farinha de 
* Guerra, war-meal, becaufe it is moll ufed in time of war. For the more it is dried the 
better it keeps, but never keeps good above a year, the leaft moifturc be'ng* apt to 
taint it ; which is the reafon, that both the Portuguefe and we, in imitation oi the Brazi- 
lians, make bifeuits of it upon a grate iron, with hot coals underneath, for the magazines. 

The juice Manipuera, which is prefled out of the root mandioka, put into a veflel, 
gets in two hours time a white fettlement at the bottom, called by the Brazilians, 
Tipioja, ‘llpiaka, and Tipiabika ; this dried, affords a very white meal, called Tipi- 
odui, which, baked into cakes as before, called by them Tipiacika, tafte as well as 
wheaten bread. This juice is alio boiled to pap, and eaten, and ferves like’ . 's inftead 
of.ftarch or pafte. The Portuguefe take this pap, mix it with fugar, rice, and 
orange-flower- water, which. they make into a conferve of a delicious tafte; they call 
it Marriielajla de Mandihoka. The juice Mandiga or Manipuera is of a fweetifh tafte, 
which is the reafon the beafts covet it, but commonly die foon after they have drank 
of it, it being pernicious, qa / mortal, both to man and beaft. If the juice be kept 
twice twenty-four hours', it produces worms, called by the Brazilians Tap.ucu ; yet it 
has been found by experience, that this juice lofes its pernicious quality after it has 
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flood twenty-four hours, there being many of the Brazilians who boil arid dririk it 
without any harm. The root mandioka, is likewife immediately after it is taken oiit 
of the ground, iliced in pieces, and laid in frelh water for four or five days ; when 
it begins to be foft it is called Puba, or Mandiopuba, and MandiopuBb. This the 
wild Brazilians inhabiting the deferts and woods, roaft in the alhes and eat ; becaufe 
it is done without much trouble. The fame mandiopuba, toafted before the fire, is 
called Kaarima, which being afterwards beat to powder with a wooden peftle in a mor- 
tar, they call Kaarimaciu ; of this they make a pap with boiling water, which, feafoned 
with fome Brazilian pepper, or Nhs mbi flowers, affords a very good difh, efpecially 
with the addition of fome fifh or meat, when it is called Minguipftinga by the Brazilians, 
who look upon it as one of their bed dainties. It is alfo very wholefome, for' this 
Kaarima, and the flower Tipiaka, boiled in orange-flower-water and fugar, to the con- 
fiftency of a fyrup, affords a very good antidote. They make alfo a kind of ftarch of 
the flower called Kaarima, which they called Mingaupomonga ; as likewife very fine 
cakes, by mixing it with water, butter and fugar. There is a kind of meal prepared 
from the dregs of the mandioka or mandiopuba root, thus flecped in water, called by 
the Brazilians, Vipuba, and Viabiruru, and by the Portuguefe, Farinha Frefca, or ' 
frefh flour, and Farinha d’Agoa, or water-flour. It is very well tailed, but will not 
keep above twenty-four hours. But if you make it up with water into balls and rolls, 
and let them dry in the fun,' they will keep good for a confiderable time ; thele they 
call Viapua and Miapeteka. Idle Tapoyers, and almofl all the other Brazilians, pre- 
pare it thus, and afterwards mix it with another meal called Viata, which affords it a 
more agreeable tafte.* 

The mandioka root is likewife prepared thus ; after it has been cleanfed, and cut in 
thin flices, they beat it with a wooden peftle, find fqueeze the juice out with their 
hands only, which being dried, they call Tina and Mixakuruba ; another way of 
preparing the mandioka root is, to cut it into pieces of about two fingers long, and 
two inches thick, which, without being fqueezed, is expofed to the fun, and after- 
wards beat to powder in a wooden mortar, called by the Brazilians, Tipirati, by the 
Portuguefe, Farinha de Mandioka Crua, or the flour of raw mandioka ; the pieces before 
they afe beaten to powder are very white, and may be ufed inftead of chalk. Out of 
this flour they make very good white bread and bifeuhs, called Maipeta, the laft of 
which are chiefly ufed in the camp, becaufe they will keep a great while. 

Out of the root Aipimakaxera, the Brazilians boil a certain pleafant liquor not unlike* 
our whey, called by them Kavimakaxera. „ The fame root, chewed and mixed with 
water, furnifhes them with another liquor they call Kaon Karaxu. The cakes made 
from the flour of this root, laid in a calk with water, till it ferments together, affords 
them likewife a fort of ftrong and very good beer. 

All thefe different kinds of mandioka roots, if they be eaten frelh, prove mortal to 
mankind, except that called Aipimakaxera, which roafted, may be eaten Without dan- 
ger, and Is of a good tafte. But all forts of beafts, both wild and tame ones, do not 
only feed upon the faid roots and leaves, without the leaft hurt, but alfo grow fat 
with them, notwithftanding that the j,uice of both is mortiferous as well to men as 
beafts. The negroes and Brazilians bruife the leaves of the mandiiba in a wooden mor- 
tar, which being fpoiled, they put oil or butter over it, and eat it as we do our 
fpinage ; this is fometimes done by the Portuguefe likewife, and^ the f)utch, who 
make a kind of fallad of the fame leaves. The Brazilians prefer thejpread made of the 
‘mandioka root before ours,* but it is not fo natural to the Europeans, it being, if 
*fed in a great quantity, pernicious to the nerves and ftomach, and corrupts the blood. 

About 
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, About three bufhejs of this meal (at the rate of two gilders per bulhel) will fuffice a 
■ ftrong labouring man for a whole month, and a piece of ground planted with this 
root, produces four times the quantity, as if it had been fown with wheat. There is 
a certain 'kind of n andioka.root called Pitinga by the Brazilians, the flour of which 
cleanfes and heals '"id ulcers. This root is likewife found in the ille of St. Thomas, 
and in thofe of Hifpaniola, Cuba, and others thereabouts, and in moll parts of the 
continent of America ; the inhabitants of which call it Yuka and Kaffave, and thofe of 
Mexico, Quauhkamoth, ayd the bread which is made of the flour, Kazabis, Kazabi, or 
Kakavi. The mandioka toot is originally tlje natural produd of Brazil, and from 
thence tranfplantccf into o her parts of America and Africk. Its flour furnifhes all 
the inhabitants of Brazil, as well the Portuguefe and Dutch, as the natives and negroes, 
with bread, which next to wheat is the belt of all, fo that our foldiers would rather 
chufe to have their allowance in farinha, than wheaten bread out of the magazines. 
Since the war in 1645, the price of the farinha was rifen to three or four gilders per 
bulhel, which, as* it tended to the uttar deltrucHon of the fugar-mills, fp by fpecial 
orders from the great council of the Dutch Brazil, all the inhabitants of the open 
country were enjoined, under a fevere penalty, to plant a certain quantity of mandioka 
yearly, in proportion to their abilities, by which means the price of the farinha was 
fo confidprably abated, that three bufhels were fold for two Ihillings ready money, 
at the Receif, and for lefs in the country. 

Brazil * produces a certain herb called Kaaeo by the Brazilians, bf the Europeans in 
Latin, herba viva , becaufe it feems to {brink when you touch it, and fo it does like- 
wife about fun-fet ; its feed has been tranfmitted into Europe,* where it grows to its full 
perfection. 

The Kalabafles are a kind of pompions, their. rind, if dried, being fo thick and 
ftrong, as to ferve for materials for cups, porringers, and fuch like utenlxls. But what 
is mofi Murprifing, is, .that they always grow of a different lhape, fome "being long, 
others round, others oval, fome thick before, others at the end. They bloffom and 
bear fruit once a month, the bloffom being yellow mixed with green •, the pulp is 
white at firft, but turns to a violet colour ; they are of a tolerable pleafant tafte, but 
very unwholefome, by reafon thqy are too aftringent. , 

The tree called Imakafu by the Brazilians, is of a middle fize, its trunk round an 3 
its bark grey, covered with fmall thirties of the fame colour. Its branches fprout 
forth on the top, with broad leaves of an oval figure, edged likewife with fmall thirties 
of thorns. There is alfo another kind of Imakaru, much larger than jhe former, 
called Kakabu by the Brazilians, and Kardon *by the Portuguefe. This fprouts forth 
firft of all in the form of a large o&angular leaf, upon which grows cro{fwife many 
thorns ; this produces other leaves of the fame kind, each being three, nay fometimes 
fix foot long, and of the thicknefs of a man’s arm. B) degrees the firft leaf turns 
intd a woody fubftance, of a greenifh colour, but fomewhat ipungy ; thofe leaves that 
grow next to this ftem are inrtead of branches, which produce other leaves. The ftem 
bears only one large white flower, the fruit of which is of an oval figure, find of about 
twice the bignefs of a hen’s egg, of a dark brown colour, and fit fox uie. This tree 
grows to a great height. There is alfo another kind of Imakaru, befog altogether the 
fajne f with the former in refpeCt of its largenefs, bloffom and fruit, except that its 
leaves are of a triangular figure. • 

What the Brazilians* call Pako Kaaunga, the Portuguefe commonly call Canodo 
Mato, or wild reed or canes. The ftem or ftalk is like that of other canes, abgut an 
inch thick, containing a white marrow or pith, of a fweetifh tafte,* on which grow 
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leaves of eight or nine inches long, and three inches broad, fhaped like a tongue, fmooth 
and pale, green on one and covered with a white woolly fubftance on the other fide. 
The fruit of which is not unlike a pine-apple, about ten inches long, growing on the 
top of the Item ; it is divided into feveral partitions, whiclk, opening by degrees, a pale 
grey flower appears betwixt each, containing underneath twenty or more grains of a 
black Ihining feed. The ftalk chewed draws therheum from the head, and breaks the 
(tone in the bladder. It is looked upon as an excellent remedy againft th£ involuntary 
cmiflion of the feed throughout Brazil, and cures it in eight days time. 

All over Brazil, but ei'pecially in the tide of Itamarika, grows a certain tree called 
Kasjui or Kasjou, bearing a fruit of the fame name. Its leaves are dark-green, broad 
and round, interfperfed with many fmall veins. It bears two different bloffoms and 
fruits. The white bloffom which appears in the lower branches produce a juicy 
fpungy fruit like an apple, of a very cooling and allringent quality ; but the red blof- 
fom on the top a kind of chefnut. The Brazilians draw no fmall advantage from this 
tree ; out of the apples they make a very good cyder called by them* Kasjouwy, which 
is fouri(h, but if mixed with fugar, makes it as pleafant as Rhenifh wine, and has this 
excellency, that though it foon feizes the head, yet it pafl'es off without any harm. 
The other fruit they eat like as we do our chefnuts. * 

Among the products of the Welt and Eaft-Indies is a tree called Papay by the 
Javanefe and Dut,ch, and Pinoguacu or Mamoeira by the Americans ; and fometimes 
entitled with the name of the melon-tree by our people, by rcafon of the refemblance 
of its fruit to our melons. This tree is of two different kinds, to wit, the male and 
female. It grows and perilhes again in a fliort time, its trunk being fo fpungy that 
it may be cut as eafy as a cabbage-ftalk* ; the leaves it bears are very large and broad, 
not unlike our vine-leaves, growing on long (talks' round the top of the tree, and 
covering the fruit, which hangs in a knot, and is green at the firft, but turns yellow at 
laft, refembling in (hape a pear, but of the bignefs of our fmjffl melons, unto which 
its pulp refembles both in colour and tafte, when come to maturity, but whilft they are 
green, they are boiled with meat, and give it a tart tafte. • 

The red-pepper, known by the name of Brazil-pepper, and called Chili Lada by 
the Brazilians, grows on knotty (talks of about five or fix foot high ; the rind being a* 
dark-green, diftinguilhed with white rings, from whence (hoot forth fmall crooked 
branchy of a hand’s-breadth in length, bearing a fmall white flower, which produces 
a green hu(k, and turns red by degrees as it ripens, with a certain feed within it, being 
as hot and biting upon the tongue as the common brown-pepper, and fo does the hulk. 
In the Eaft Indies they preferve it, and* call it Aetzar, and ufe it raw in their fi(h- fauces. 
In Brazil, they cut two or three of thefe hulks, whilft they are green, in dices, and 
mix them with oil and vinegar, or fome lemon -juice, to acuate their appetite, but it is 
too hot for thofe that are not ufed to it, which is allayed by a good quantity of fait. 
This kind of pepper grows likewife in the Eaft-Indies, in the ifland of Java, in Bengal, 
and feveral. other, places. I have feen it alfo in fome of our gardens in Holland. 
There is another (hrub which grows frequently in the Eaft Indies, not unlike this in 
(hape and bignefs, which bears a yellow flower ; it is called Halika Kabus by the Ara- 
bians or Alkekeligi, and fufficiently known in thefe parts. The flower produces a fmall 
bladder which contains the fruit and feed ; they are not fo big as ours. The jndijns 
and Chinefe mix it with a certain fruit called by them Poma d’Oro, Tatnatas’by the 
Portuguefe, and Melanfana by the Italians ; they alfo eat it With Chili Lada, or Brazi- 
lian jJepper. The Portuguefe cut the Poma d’Oro and the hulk of the Brazilian pepper 
in this dices, which being mixed with oil and vinegar, they eat as fallad,* and look 
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' upon ii as a proper remedy 10 cut the rough phlegm of the ftomach, a diftemper very 
common in thofe parts. The Brazilians, as well as the Dutch, chew this pepper for 
the fame purpofe, but it is very burning upon the tongue. 

The lugar-canes reeds, tailed by the Brazilians Viba, are the product both of the 
Weft and hall Incl.v .% but grow in great plerlty throughout all Brazil, but efpecially 
in the captainlhip of Pernambuko, r I’hey are of two different kinds, one bearing l'mall, 
the other larger leaves. The laft, which is accounted the bell, fprouts up into a long 
ftem of the thicknefs t)f a qhild’s arm, the leaves growing all on the top in a clufter, 
being of an oval figure, and a dark-blue coloifr. The rind is diftinguilhed by certain 
jqints or knots ; the other kind bears finall leaves from the top to the bottom. The 
fugar-canes are propagated from their fmall fprouts, which being put in the ground like 
our vines, grow up to the height of twelve foot, if they are planted in good foil, and 
arc kept free from weeds. Six months after they have been planted, a brown feed 
appears on the top ^ then it is fit to be cut ; for if they (land longer in the ground their 
juice ditninilhes, dries up, and turns four. The juice, if taken immediately after it is 
drawn, catties a loolencfs. The low grounds arc much more convenient for the plant- 
ing of 1'ugar- reeds than the hills, efpecially near the river fide, where the banks are 
overflown by the ftream. There are a certain kind of winged worms, called Guirapea- 
koka by die Brazilians, and Pao de Galinha by the Portuguefe, which are great ene- 
mies to the fugar-canes, efpecially in moilt grounds, ivhere they gnaw, and confume th' 
roots. The fugar, which is the product of thefe canes, is not procured without a 
great deal of toil and labour, in which, for the moll part, are employed flaves, under 
the tuition of certain overfeers appointed by th” mailers of the lugar-mills, who were 
*for the noil part Portuguefe, the Dutch being hitherto not arrived to the utmoft per- 
fedion in that art. In the captainlhip of Pernambtfko, many line Ingenhos or fugar- 
iniils, with their adjacent plantations, were eroded for this purpofe, amounting^ in all, 
to above me hundred in number, and the labourers, negroes, and other African flaves 
thereunto belonging, to near forty thoufand. The whole yearly produd of fugar of 
the Dutclf Brazil is computed to be betwixt two hundred and two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand chefts. . 

In the year 1642, one Gillin Venant brought fome indigo-feed from the Americaif 
iflands into Brazil, who having certain lands afligned him near the fmall river Mercera, 
and being provided with all other conveniences by the fpecial command of the great 
council, ereded feveral plantations for the producing of Aniel or indigo : but it being 
found by experience, that the pifmires confumed moft of the leaves, ib faid Mr. Ve- 
nant, by employing many labourers and negroes, to deftroy thefe pifmires with burn- 
ing and digging, at laft fo well cleared the ground, thin the indigo came to its full per- 
fedion, feveral patterns of which werefeni into Holland. Mr. Venant having made an 
agreement with Mr. Chriltopher Eyerlhettel to inftrud him in the moft necelfary points 
relating to the coagulating the indigo, he was treating with the great council concerning 
certain grounds for the planting of indigo^ fo that there was a fair profped of bringing 
this defign to a confiderable perfedion here, if the fame had not been p • ented by the 
•inteftine war. * # 

The wild aniel, which grows in Brazil in great plenty, has a great refemblance to 
the Xru^ indigo in outward appearance, but affords no good colours. Some pretend to 
have feen alfo a kind of wild cochineal in Brazil, and the ground would produce good* 
ftore of cotton, but that* the inhabitants draw much more profit from the fygar- 
plantations. 

Some 
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Some ginger is likeuife planted in Brazil, bui; not in fuch quantities as to be tran- ' 
fported into other parts, no more than the Mechoaconna, China, and fome other me- 
dicinal roots ; and the Iierba de C.ubra or Herba de Noffa Senhora, which is looked 
upon as an infallible remedy againft the gravel ; and the root called Paquoquanha, 
which is the univerfal medicine of the Brazilians. There are alfo many tranfplanted 
hither from other parts, as ginger, tobacco, rice, cotton, Turkey wheat, anjel, or indigo, 
and the fugar-reeds were firft of all tranfported by the Portugucfe from the Canary 
Iflands. The fruits in daily ufe among the inhabitants, aye Arianas, Bananas, Man- 
gaba, Akaju, Arakou great and fmall, Guajaba, divers kinds of Mtirukuja, Ibapiranga, 
Mazaxanduba, Akaja, Aratiku, Guitakori, Biringela, Mamaon, Cocoa-nuts, and feveral 
forts of Indian figs. The roots chiefly in ufe, are the Batatas, Nhambi and Uinbi, and 
the Indian acorns, called Tembi, which are of a delicious tafte. 

The whole country of Brazil is extremely fertile and plealant, being watered by 
many rivers and Handing waters, mod of which arife from the hills,, and pafs through 
fpacious plains, the lafl of which are clayey and marlhy grounds (called Vergeas by 
the Portuguefe), which produce all forts of fruit, but cfpecially fugar-canes, in great 
plenty. Their meadows and pafture-grounds do nog appear fo pleafant in the fummer 
as in the rainy feafon, when they are very green ; wheat and rye grow foon rank here, 
which is occafioned partly by the nature of the foil, and partly by the heat of the fun ; 
to prevent which,* they never let their grounds lie fallow, and manure them, with fand 
inftead of dung. The fame muft be obferved with all other foreign feeds here, that 
require to be kept a confiderable time under-ground. In February and March 
(which is the rainy and winter-feafon of this climate), they fow their feeds, and that 
towards evening, not by day-time, or about midryght. They take great care not’ 
to plant any thing too deep under-ground ; for whatever is planted beyond the 
fun-beams Yeldom produces any fruit, which our people have learned to their coft. 
There is a remarkable difference betwixt the feeds and fruits which are produced on 
the hills, and thofe of the marlhy grounds, as to their time of ripening ; though the 
cocoa and palm-trees are tranfplanted here without the leafl regard to their age, bignefs, 
•or the feafon, and grow very well. Moll of their own trees and lhrubs bear flower? 
and fruit throughout the whole year, fo than, at one* and the. fame time, you enjoy the 
benefit of the fpring, fummer, and winter; the like is obfervable in the vines, citron, 
lemon, and other trees, brought by the Portuguefe from Angola into Brazil, and in 
feveral roofs, pot-herbs, and other fruits, tranfplanted thither by the Dutch. Thofe 
who covet ripe grapes throughout the .whole year, do only prune their vines at divers 
times, which produce a fine grape, and a wine as fweet as molaffes. The worlt is, 
that they are much infeffed by the pifmires, which fuck all the juice, and leave nothing 
but the hulks to the owners ; feveral other forts of trees have been tranfplanted thither 
from Holland, which thrive extremely, and bear very good fruit. * , 

The Handing waters of Brazil are, for the mofl part, covered on the furface with green 
fhrubs and 1 herbs; that they appear rather like ( land than water, and feed both land and wa- 
ter-fowl. At the entrance of moH of their rivers (where you meet with valt quantities of 
oyflers and cra^s), the country is fo overflotked with a certain kind of a tree called Gua- * 
paraba, or Mangle, by the Brazilians, that they render it impaffable for travellers. In 
fhort, the whole Brazil is well Hored with trees, lhrubs, and ufeful woods, the*? being 
fcarce a place, either in the valleys or riling grounds, which are clayey, or among the hills, 
whiyh do not produce fomething that is ufeful ; and that in Inch plenty, that the Por- 
tuguefe, after their firff arrival here, were forced to cut their way through thefe trees 
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with incredible pains and charge. The hills furnifh alfo great ftore of wood, which is 
of a very good fcent, and is ufed by dyers j as for inftance the Brazil wood, which is 
from hence tranfported into Europe. 

The Item or trunk </f this t*ee is knotty, of a very agreeable fcent, and fometimes 
two or three fathom 1 ’ thick : its leaves are dark-green, and fmall, thorny at the end, 
and grow on fmall ftalks ; the bark, which is about three inches thick, is generally taken 
from the trunk, before it is fitted for fale : it fprouts from its own root, and produces 
neither bloffom nor fruit. RJoft of thefe trees grow about ten or twelve leagues from 
the fea-fide, where they cut them down, take off the bark, and carry them upon wag- 
gons to the fea-lhore, from whence they are tranfported into Europe for the ufe of the 
dyers chiefly ; the Brazilians call this tree for its excellency’s fake, Ibirapitanga. After 
the Dutch had conquered part of Brazil, they found gre&t ftore of this wood ready cut 
and fitted for ufe by the Portuguefe, who fold it to the Dutch company ; fmee which 
time it was cut down promifcuoufly by the Portuguefe as well as the Dutch, and fuch 
vaft quantities of it were tranfported in 164.6 and 1647, that the members of<he great 
council of the Dutch Brazil, Mr. Henry Ilamel, Bulleftraet and Kodde, being made 
fenftble of the definitive methods that were made ufe of in cutting this wood, which 
muft in time have tended to the uttdr extirpation of thefe trees, did by their proclama- 
tion regulate, thefe abufes. They have another kind of very fine wood in Brazil, called 
by the Portuguefe, Pao Santo, as likewife thofe called^Gitayba, Vio Wood, Maffaran- 
duba, cedar, and divers other woods fit for cabinet-work. The tree called Tataiba by 
the Portuguefe, the wood of which the Portuguefe call Pao Amaretto, affords a yellow 
colour for the dyers. The bark of the tree Araiba is of an afh colour, but boiled in 
water gives a red tinfrure. The tree Jakaurandfa, or Jaturiba, or the white-cedar, as 
well as feveral other trees, fumifh tile inhabitants with,materials for building, being very 
hard and durable. The Brazilians make alfo matches and a kind of hemp opt of the 
bark of f ”’»e trees. , 

The moft barren places of Brazil do produce a certain kind of trees without leaves, 
which they call Timbo or Tibo ; out of thefe they make hoops, by reafon of their flexi- 
bility, and the bark ferves the fhip-carpenters inftead of hemp. 

* The Brazilians light their fires'by.ftriking two pieces of wood, of the trees Karaguata 
Guacu and Imbaiba, together, as we do with our flint-ftones and iron. The firft is a 
tree of an admirable nature : its ftem grows fourteen or fifteen foot high, which being 
come to its full perfe&ion, bears yellow flowers on the top, and abundance of large, 
long and thick leaves. Out of the ftem they make flicks to hang their mattraffes on, 
the leaves afford the fifhermen fluff for yam to make nets of ; and out >f the leaves 
iffues a certain un&uous liquor, which ferves inftead of foap. The trees and woods of 
Brazil are never feen to be covered all over with leaves at a time ; but whilfl fome caft 
their leaves, you fee others bring forth new ones ; nay, fome lines one tree is half co- 
vered With leaves, and bare on the other fide. Brazil likewife abounds in fhrubs and 
'reeds, fome of which creep along the grounds, whilfl others twift themfelves up to the 
top of the higheft trees, which affords a very agreeable fpeclacle at a di ft ance, and a 
pleafing fhadow to men and beafts, tired will; the heat, hunting, or any ouier exercife. 

Among other fruits, Brazil produces very fine oranges of divers kiiids ; the other 
vegetables, which, befides the mandioka root, ferve for the fuflenance of the inhabitants, 
are rice, millet^ Patatas, Ananas, Bananas, melons, pompions, water melons, cucumbers, 
beans, figs, Bakovas, Marakuja, Mangavas, Arataku, Ape, cabbages, raddifh, lettuce, 
purflane, parfley, chervel, carrots, &c. * 
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Nothing is fo much in requefl among the Brazilians, as the Akaju, a kind of wild 
apple, which furnilhes them both with food and drink, being very juicy ; fo that this 
tree feems by kind nature to have been planted here for the peculiar comfort of the in- 
habitants : it fpreads its branches round about in a great compafs, but does not grow to 
that height as many other trees in this country : its wood, which is very folid, is very 
fit for the building of fhips, from whence-ilTueS.a very clear gum in the fummer-feafon. 
Its leaves, which are red, refemble thofe of our walnut-trees, efpecially when they firft 
fprout forth in the fpring, but are of a much finer feent, -which they never lofe but by 
being diftilled. The blolTom is a flower confiding of five fmall Jeaves, which grow to 
the number of about a hundred in one duller ; each of thefe flowers has a ftalk, with 
a fmall head in the middle. At their firft coming out, which is in September, they are 
very white, but turn foon after to a rofe colour ; they are very odoriferous, and fill all 
the circumjacent grounds with their agreeable fmell. This tree bears a double fruit, 
viz. an apple, and a chefnut : the apple is of an oval figure, very juicy ; its pulp fpongy, 
full of kernels, and of a tartifh tafle. The juice taints linen with a certain colour, 
fuch as we call iron-molds, which is never to be taken out, but returns as often as thefe 
trees ftand in bloffoms ; it is of a whitifh colour after it is profit'd out, and tartifh, but 
changes both its colour and tafle by fermentation, "and becomes very ftrong. The rind 
of the apple, which is very thin, is white mixed with red. The chefnut, .which grows 
on the top of tfie apple in the fliape of a lamb’s kidney, is covered with a thin {kin, over 
which grows a thick afh-coloured fhell, full of a hot, fharp and burning oil, which bites 
the tongue; to correct which, they roaft the chefnut in the afhes, break the fhell with 
a hammer, and eat the pith or kernel, which tafles better than a common chefnut, and 
will keep good for feveral years. The Brazilians are fo fond of this fruit, that they 
often fight for it ; then they encamp among thefe 'trees, and remove not till they have 
confismed all thereabouts, unlefs they are forced thereunto by the enemy. They num- 
ber the years of their ages by this tree, becaufe it bears frujt but once a year, which 
ripens towards the latter end of December or in January, there being none to be found 
on the trees after February in Pernambuko. About the time the fun returns back from 
the tropick of Capricorn, it commonly rains in Brazil, which the inhabitants call the 
rains of Akaju, for, if the fame happens to be moderate, they promife themfelves great 
plenty of this fruit. The chefnuts are hot in the fecond degree ; if eaten raw with wine 
and fait, they tafle like walnuts, but if roafled or preferved with fugar, they are of a 
delicious tafle. The oil which is taken out of the fhell, is an excellent remedy againlt 
the hairworm ; it is hot in the third and fourth degree, and frequently applied to can- 
cers and other malignant ulcers. The gum, powdered and taken in a convenient ve- 
hicle, opens the obflru&ions of the womb. The juice of the apple furnilhes them with 
good cyder. 

There are many forts of palm-trees to be met with in Brazil, forne of which grow 
wild, fome are planted and cultivated by the inhabitants. Among the firft file palm- 
tree caljed Pinflava by the Brazilians, which grows very tall, claims the preference, of 
which there are whole woods to be feen in* the open country. In the more remote and 
unfrequented places, grows a certain pajjn-tree called Karanatham and Anachekaira by 
the Brazilians, and by an Arabick word among the Portuguefe, Tamar, or date, which 
this fruit refembles. The tree grows as high as a common' date-tree, its wood is red 
and very folid, but of no great ufe. The bark is grey, which from ;he ground up- 
wards to a certain part of the tree is diftinguifhed by many feales, which are largeft at 
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the bottom, ami fmall by degrees, till about the middle of the tree they quite difappear ; 
thefe fcales being nothing elfe but the remnants of the branches, which fall off by de- 
grees, as the tree grows higher ; and continue only towards the top, fpread round about 
the ftem, like the Afrcan dat£-trec, but much finer. Each of thefe branches is about 
two or three foot Ion flat on two fides, and covered with fmall thorns ; they grow to 
a vaft thicknefs. At the end of en^h branch grows one Angle leaf, which is very large 
and green, plaited like a fan, and about the middle divided into feveral other leaves, 
like thofe of the comm On dafe-tree ; each of thefe laft is about two foot long. Betwixt 
thofe branches, on vvjiich grow the leaves, fpririg forth other branches of four or five 
foqt in length, and thefe again are full of other white fprouts, which flowers, with three 
pale yellow leaves ; thefe produce a fruit of the bignefs of an olive, which is green, bit- 
ter, and not eatable, but turn black when they^ ripen, which is in February. The Bra- 
zilians call this fruit Tirade, and eat it raw ; but our people never took any fancy to it. 
With the leaves they cover their huts, and make bafkets of them. The palm-tree called 
Pindava by the Brazilians, has inftead of tlTe bark a white and rough wooden fubftance, 
which contains a fpongy fulphureous fubftance, out of which the Brazilians prepare a 
fining lee. This tree" is for the reft but of fmall ufe, being rather efleemed for orna- 
ment’s fake, by reafon of 'its height and fine fpreading branches, which however fumifh 
the inhabitants with leaves to cover their huts, and to make balkets of ; the Portuguefe 
plant them near their walks and harbours, and round their churches.* The leaves of 
this tree do* not hang downwards like thofe of the cocoa- tree, but (land upright. Juft 
by thefe leaves fprout certain branches, on which hang bunches of flowers, which pro- 
duce the fruit, refembling in fliape and bignefs ope of our largcft hen-eggs, being lharp 
at the end, and fattened to the bunch on the other like the pine-apple. The outfide is 
of a green yellow colour, inclining’to a chefnut ; being compofed of a hairy fubftance 
like that of the cocoa-nuts, but not near fo thick, fcarce exceeding in thicknefs'twd egg- 
shells. Under this Ihell is an infipid faffron yellow pulp, which, however, is ufed by 
the negroes, who eat it with f'arinha. Within this pulp is a hard nut, of an oval figure, 
not unlike the cocoa-nut, of the fame thicknefs, but without holes ; it contains a pith or 
kernel, as white and big as a walnut, but is not near fo fweet as the cocoa-nut ; they are 
eaten both by the natives and fttangers, wjio are furnilhed with them throughout the 
whole year, and called by the Brazilians, Inajarniri, i. c. the fmall cocoa-nut. The ker- 
nels of thefe nuts furnilh them likewife with a white cooling oil, which is ufed inftead of 
our oil of rofes, and when frefh drawn mixed among their fallads, but when decayed, 
in their lamps. The fhell affords an oil of the fame nature, but not altogether fo cool- 
ing. Out of the top of the tree flows a fine and odoriferous gum, ufed h re inftead of 
gum-arabic ; they alfo pick a certain pith or marrow out of the top, which has a tafte 
like our walnuts,' and, when eaten with bread and fait, Is accounted very nourifhing. 

There alfo gr-uv cocoa-trees in Brazil, called by the natives Inajaguacuiba, ,and the 
fruit Jnaiaguacu. They are very different from the juft-now-mentioned Pindava-tree, 
their trunk or ftem being feldom llraight, but commonly crooked, fometimes from 
feven to fourteen foot thick, and fifty foot 'high ; it is without branches, having only 
fifteen or twenty leaves round the top, each ?f fifteen foot long. They b..>c alfo good 
ftore of the common date-trees both male and female. The vaft quantity of pifmires 
whecewilh Brazil abounds, are great enemies to all the produfts of their grounds, which 
they entfeavour to deftroy by fire and water ; it is further to be obferved, that fome 
fruits as well as creatures, ‘which are accounted venomous in Europe, are commonly 
eaten in Brazil; as, on the other hand, certain things 'are poifonous there, which are 
not ip Europe. For they have a land of frogs, and fome fifties, which are extremely 
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poifonous ; whereas a certain fort of great pifmires and adders, toads, worms, and wild 
rats, are eaten by the natives, without any harm. 

The raoft univerfal food of the Brazilians, is the flour made of the mandioka-root, 
called by them Vi, and Farinha de Mandioka by the Portuguefe, as has been {hewn 
more at large before. They feed alfo upon the flelh of feveral wild beafts and birds, 
crabs, craw-filhes, fruits, herbage ; theif meat, whether boiled or roqfted, they eat 
half raw. They boil in earthen-pots, called Kamu, which they make themfelves. Their 
flefh they roaft thus ; they dig a hole in the ground, the '.bottom of which they cover 
with leaves of trees, and upon them Irfy meat to be roafted, whioh being covered with 
the fame leaves, they throw fand or earth upon them. Upon this they light a good 
fire, which they continue till they think it fufliciently roafted. If they hit it right, it 
eats very well, exceeding in goodnels all other roafted meats ; they call it Biaribi. 
Their fifties, whether roafted or boiled, they ear with Inquitaya, that is, fait and pepper. 
They boil their crabs or craw-filhes with fait, and eat them with inquitaya. .Small 
fifties they wrap in leaves, and roaft them in the allies. They take the flour of the 
mandioka root with their three hindermoft fingers of the right-hand, and fo throw it 
into the mouth ; in the fame manner they do with beans, and fuch like things; they 
eat often, both by day and night, they having no fet times for their meals, without the 
leaft noife, or any drink, which they referve till after they have done. They feldom 
ufe any (poems,.- but inftead of that their fingers, or fome oylter-lhell or other ferves 
their turn. The flelh of feveral wild beafts is much in efteem among the Brazilians ; 
as for inftance, that of the great and lelfcr wild boars ; they have a bunch like a camel 
on their backs, and are very good food, as well as the flelh of the river pigs, called 
Kapiverres by the Portuguefe, which is of a very agreeable tafte. 

The raoft general and mod Wholefome liquor ufed among the Brazilians, is their 
river hr fountain-water, which, by reafon of its coolnefs, is a great refrelhment to fuch 
as are tired by the heat, or the fatigues of other exercifes ; this is chiefly to be under- 
ftood of their fpring- water, which, though ufed here in great quantities, never caufes 
any griping in the guts, or other inconveniences in the bowels, but, on thfe contrary, 
occafions a good appetite, and is foon evacuated by fweating. 

The wSters of the rivers Paray and Parafybi, are accounted a good remedy againft 
the ftone and gout, which is the reafon that many arrive to the age of above one hun- 
dred years, who drink nothing but thole waters, and are never troubled with any of 
thofe diftempers ; for thofe who are advanced in age are as nice in the different taftes of 
thofe wafers as the Europeans in their wines ; and they look upon thofe as indifcreet 
who ufe the waters without diftinction. For, fince mod of their fprings arife among 
the high eaftern hills, they receive no addition either from the fnows or any metallic 
bodies, and, being well digelted and purged from their dregs by the heat of the fun- 
beams, foey are very clear and wholefome ; though it mult be confeffed, that; in the 
winter-months, fome waters, by reafon of the rains, are not fine and cool as during . 
the fummer-feafen. The negroes make fometimes a nalty mixture of black-fugar and 
water only, without the leaft fermentation, which they call Garapa ; this, as it is very 
cheap, fo both men and women fit at it for twenty-four hours together, {pending their 
time in drinking, finging, and dancing, but feldom quarrel, unlefs they have conceived 
fome jealoufy of one another. Sometimes they add to it fome leaves of the Al(aju«tree, 
which, by reafon of their hot quality, make it the more heady. The Portuguefe and 
Dutch frequently make a kind of forbette, of water, fugar,’and lemons. Others pour 
wafer upon certain herbs ; others'put a lemon only in water. But beftdes thefe, the Bra- 
zilians know how to make wines, or cyder, out of feveral roots and fruits) which they 
io drink 
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drink at their merry-meetings ; efpecirlly of the Bakovas, Ananas, Mangaba, Janipaba, 
Karaguata, &c. For though the vines here bear grapes three times a year, neverthe* 
lei's are they not fufflcient to furnifh them with wine. They make a kind of cyder, 
called by them Kooi, >f the apple Akaju ; thefe they ftamp in a wooden mortar and 
fqueeze the juice ou r with their hands, which after it is fettled they /train ; it appears 
at fir/t like mijk, but turns to a paJe colour in a few days ; its tafte is tarti/h, and apt 
to feize the head if drank in any quantity ; after fome time it turns four, and makes 
very good vinegar. The wine or liquor called by the Brazilians Aipy, is made two 
different ways : firft,» the flices of the root Aipimakakara, a kind of mandioka, are 
chewed by old women till they are as fluid as a pap, which they call Karaku ; this they 
put in a pot, and boil it with a good quantity of water, ftirring it continually till they 
think it fit for expreflion, which done, they call it Kaviaraku, and drink it luke-warm. 
Or elfe they take the fame root purged and fliced in thin pieces, which they /lamp and 
boil with water as before, which produces a whitifh liquor, not unlike our butter-milk 
or whey ; they drink it likewife warm, its tafte being agreeable enough ; they call it 
Kacitnakaxera, though both kinds are generally comprehended under the name of 
Aipy. The liquor called Pakoby is. made out of the fruit of the tree Fakobete. What 
the Portuguese call Vinho da Millo, is a liquor called Abaty by the Brazilians, and 
made of barley and Turkey wheat, called maize by the Indians ; the liquor Nandi has 
alfo derived -its name from that excellent fruit called Napa of Ananas, being the ftrongeft 
of all their wines or cyders. There is another fort of liquor called Vinho da Batatas 
by the Portuguefe, becaufe it is made of the root Batatas: the natives call it Jetici. 
Thus the liquors called Beeutingui and Tipiaci, are both made out of the farinha of the 
mandiok' 1 root, viz. of the Beju and Tepioja. 

The Brazilians are alfo great admirers of French or Rhenifh brandy, called by them 
Kacitata, and fwallow it very greedily as often as they can come at it. They ate no 
lefs fond r tobacco, the ‘herb of which they call Petima, and the leaves Petimaoba. 
After they have dried the leaves in the air, they lay them before the fire, to render 
them the more fit for cutting. They fmoke in pipes made of the fhell of the nut Pin- 
doba, or of the Urukuruiba, Jocara, Aqua, or fuch like ; to wit, they cut a hole in. 
one end of the fhell, take yut die kernel, .and, after they have poltfhed thtftn, put a 
wooden pipe or piece of reed in the hole. The Tapoyers ufe very large pipes made of 
/tone, wood, or clay, the holes of which are 'lb big, that they contain a handful of 
tobacco at a time. Sometimes the Brazilians make ufe of our European pipes, called 
by them Arnrupetunbuaba, and Broken Katunbaba by the Portuguefe, and Kktgebouw 
by the Dutch. Whenever the Tapoyers, efpecially thofe inhabiting the villages, de- 
feended from the Tapoyers called Kariri, prepare the liquors Akavi and Aipy, it is 
done at the fame time ; then a day being appointed for general merry-meeting, they 
meet eajly in the morning at the firft houfe of the village they belong to, where they 
.confume moft of the liquor, and make themfelves- merry with dancing^ this done, 
they go to the next houfe, where they play {he fame game, and fo from, houfe .to houfe, 
till nothing be left or they can drink no longer. When they find themfelves over- 
charged with liquor, they fpew, and fall to drinking again ; and thus, he ..no can fpew 
and drink moft, is accounted the braveft fellow of the company. 

Of th* coaft of Brazil. 

On the north- weft coaft of Brazil are feveral confiderable falt-pits : that near the houfe 
called the Defert, is about three or four leagues diftant from the river Aguarama, of which 
one branch extends to the eaft, and difeharges its water in this fait-pit with a fpring-tifie, 
which is here commonly with the new moon. It is about five hundred and fifty paces 
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from the fea-lhore, ind receives no other water but from the river Aguarama. Then" 
is no bay or harbour near it, but only a flat 1'ahdy bottom for about half a league dif- 
tance from the lhore, where you may anchor at three fathom deep. The land-wind 
which conftantly blows on this coaft, commonly ceafes* towards evening, fo that the 
veffels take the opportunity of the night to load fait. This falt-pit produces every 
month a certain quantity of fait, provided they're careful to fliut their fluices as foon 
as the fame is filled with water, for elfe they are in danger of lofing what they had got 
before, by the next high-tide. To the eaft of this falt.-pit.are the famous rocks called 
Baxos, which at low-water may be feen from thence ; they extern^ about three leagues 
deep in the fea, but do not begin till about a league from the lhore, betwixt which ^nd 
the rocks there is a palfage, where you have ten foot depth at low-water. It ebbs here 
with the lowefl: tide about eight foot, and a weft-fouth-weft wind raifes the water to the 
higheft. 

-About five or fix leagues to the weft of the houfe called the Defert, is the great falt- 
pit Karwftratama, which receiving its water from the lea, and being detained by lluices, 
produces very good fait in three weeks’ time. Five leagues further to the welt is the 
river Mariiouva, the fecond in rank in thofe weftern parts, but has not above twelve 
foot water at high-tide. On its eaft point, not abqVe half a league within the mouth, is 
a very convenient falt-pit : thefe falt-pits are computed to be manageable with the 
afliftance only of ten or twelve negroes, ten chriftians, and about thirty Brazilians, and 
to afford two thouland tuns of Fait per annum, which may be tranfported froni thence 
into the other parts of the Dutch Brazil in fmall barks, during the fummer feafori. 
About half way betwixt Rio Grande and Siara, as likewile in Siara, near the river 
Wapanien, are likewife feveral Salinas or falt-pits. • 

The chief traffic of Brazil confifts in fugar, Br&zil-wood, and fuch like ; as alfo in 
tobacco, Glides, preferves, ginger, and cotton, which grows wild here ; fome indigo 
was likewife planted there before my departure ; but among tljefe, the fugar and Brazil- 
wood are ftaple commodities. For fince the tobacco began to be tranfported into 
Holland from the American iflands, the planting of it was neglected in Bmzil, where 
labourers’ wages being exceflive high, they could draw much more profit from the fugar, 
of which? according to computation, betwixt twenty 'and twenty-five thoufand cherts 
were yearly made only in the fugar-mills of the Dutch Brazil, if the harveft proves 
very good. . 

The inhabitants ofBrazil may at prefent be divided into free-born fubjefts and Haves ; 
and theft again confift of divers nations, both natives and foreigners. The free inha- 
bitants of Brazil were the Dutch, Portuguefe,, and Brazilians, the laft, the natives of 
the country. But the Portuguefe did not only furpafs all the reft, at leaft ten to one 
in number, during my abode in Brazil, but alfo were in poffcflion of all the fugar-mills 
and lands, except what was poffeffed by a very few Dutch, who had applied them- 
felves to* fugar-planting, but were, for the moft part ruined by the inteftine waf,* being 
forced tq leave ^11 behind them in the country : befides thofe of the free inhabitants,* 
who made it their bufinefs to mahure the grounds, there were many merchants, factors, 
and handicrafts-men : the merchants fohj their commodities generally with vaft profit, 
and would Have queftionlefs been rich men, had they not vended their goods upon 
credit to the Portuguefe, who were refolved never to pay them, as the event v has/uffi- 
ciently fhewn. The handicrafts-men were able to get three, four, .five, nay, fix 
gilders a day, fo that many returned very rich to Holland} Thofe that kept public- 
hdufes and chtlndler-ljhops were* likewife great gainers here, and carried off abundance 
of ready money. Tlie officers in the company’s fervice whether civil or military, were 
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•likewife punftually paid, which made many who had lived in the country before the 
beginning of the civil war, and had ferved the company before, take fervice again, who 
were all entertained according to their refpe&ive qualities and former ftations. 

Among the free inhabitants «f Brazil that were not in the company’s fervice, the Jews 
were the mod confid: cable in number, who had tranfplanted themfelves thither from 
Holland. They had a vaft traffic beyond all the reft ; they purchafed fugar-tnills and 
built ftately hbufes in the Receif. * Th%y were all traders, which would have been of 
great confequcnce to the I)u|ch Brazil, had they kept themfelves within the due bounds 
of traffic. * # 

The flaves of Hutch Brazil were either negroes or n'atives of the country ; the lail 
of* which were either bought in Maranhaon being prifoners of war, or from the 
1'apoyers, who likewife had made them captives, and otherwife, according to their 
cuftom, would have put them to death. For it being rcfolved immediately, at the firft 
entrance of the Dutch in Brazil, that none of the natives fhould be made flaves (except 
they were either bofight from the Tapoyen* or brought from Maranhaon) the Brazilians 
were fettled in certain villages to enjoy their own liberty under certain limitations, and 
permiflion was given them to affift the Portuguefe in the management of their mills 
and grounds, for certain wages appointed for that purpofe ; by which means many 
Alicas 01 villages were filled with Brazilians in Parayba and Rio Grande, who during 
the time of our government enjoyed the fweets of a perfe£t liberty. 

Vaft numbers of negroes of divers nations were entertained in the Receif, and the 
open country, for the manuring of the ground, and working in the fugar-mills of the 
Portuguefe, which could not be done without them, by real’on of the extremity of 
<he heat of the climate, and the incredible toils' they are fain to undergo ; fo that in 
my time near forty thoufand negroes were employed in the fugar-mills betwixt Rio 
Grande and St. Francifco. Moft of thefe negroes are brought hither from the t king- 
doms of Congo, Angola^ and Guinea ; a black fhining fkin, flat nofe, thick lips, and 
ffiort-curtcd hair, is their chief beauty. The luftieft and moft laborious ufed in time 
of good trifle to be fold in Brazil for feventy, eighty, or one hundred pieces of eight, 
nay, fometimes for one thoufand four hundred or one thoufand five hundred gilders, 
blit thefe underftood fomething more than ordinary : but when trade began^to decay, 
they were fold for forty pieces of eight. Thefe was fcarce a Hollander of any Jub- 
ilance but what had feveral of thefe flaves. . They are moft miferably and beaftly 
treated by the Portuguefe, though at the fame time it mull be confefied that it is 
abfolutely neceflary they fliould be kept under a ftrict difeipline ; for they ye full of 
rogueries, fuperftitious to the higheft degree, and forcerers : they would often pre- 
tend to tell us what Ihips were at fea from Holland for Brazil, though mey were yet 
on the other fide of the line, and 'how to recover ftolen goods. 1 remember I hap- 
pened once to he at a friend’s houfe of mine, when 1 law an old negro enter the 
kitchen*, who came thither to cure a negro-flave of his illnels, which he told us was 
•occafioned by witchcraft. He made the patient rife from his chair, and taking a piece 
of wood from the fire-hearth, he ordered him to lick three times with' his toftgue that 
end which was burning-hot with the glowing coals. The fame end of V* wood he 
afterwards extinguilhed in a bafon of water, and rubbed the coals in it, till it turned 
as black as ink. This he ordered the fick negro to drink off at a draught, which he 
did Jccrfdingly, and was immediately feifed with a flight griping in the guts. This 
done he rubbed both his foies, and taking hold with his hand of a piece of flelh and 
fat above the hip, he made an incifion there with a kijife he pulled out of his pock/et, • 
of two inches deep, out of which he drew a bundle of hair and rags, with a little of 
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the black water that was left he wafhed the wound, which foon after was healed, and 
the patient cured. They are very dexterous a rt fwimming and diving, and will fetch a 
fmgle piece of eight from the bottom of the fea, where it is very deep. They are alfo 
excellent filhermen, and get a great deal of money by it, They tie three or four great 
pieces of wood together, this they manage withjone oar, and upon it go a good way 
into the fea, where they catch great quantities -of fifli with their hooks, and To return. 
It happened in my time, that a certain negrcf, who was very expert in filhing, was 
fold three times in a little while ; this he took fo much to < heart, that the next time he 
went thus out a filhing, he tied a fto^ne to his leg and ‘drowned himfelf. Another 
negro having conceived a hatred againlt his mailer cut his throat^ cut out his tongue, 
and made a houfe of office of his mouth, according to his own confeffion ; he Was 
broken alive upon the wheel, which he endured with an incredible obllinacy. A 
negro woman was brought to bed in my time of a child, the hair and (kin of which 
were Qot black, but red. I faw alfo a young lad born from negro parents, whofe 
fkin was* white, and his hair and eye-brows, the like, but curled, ‘with a flat nofe like 
the other negroes. Sometimes I have feen old negroes with long grey beards and hair, 
which looks very fine. 

The natives of Brazil confifts of divers nations, diftinguilhed by their proper names, 
to wit, the Tubinambos, Tobajaras, Petiguaras, and Tapuijas, or Tapuyers, or Tapoy- 
crs. The three firlt ufe one and the fame language, and differ only in 'the dialed ; 
but the laft are* fubdivided into feveral nations, differing both in manners ‘and. tongue. 
The Brazilian men, which lived among us and the Portuguefe, are middle-fized, 
ftrong and well-made, with broad fhoulders. They have black eyes, a wide mouth, 
with black curled hair, and a flat nofe ; the laft of which is not natural to them, bu{: 
the parents, looking upon it as t a great beauty, Squeeze their children’s nofes flat, 
whilft thgy are very young. They paint their bodies, and fome Iikewife their faces 
with divers colours ; they have generally no hair about their mouth, though fome 
have black beards. Their women are Iikewife of a middle llature, well limbed, and 
not ill-featured; they have Iikewife a black hair, but are not born black, # but by the 
heat of the fun-beams acquire by degrees a yellow brown colour. The Brazilians 
come foon to maturity, and arrive to a great age, # and that without diftempers ; they 
alfo feldom become grey, which is likewile obifervable in .many European inhabitants 
here, who come to the age of one hundred or one hundred and twenty years. This 
mud be chiefly attributed to the temperature of the climate, which is fuch, that in 
former times many Spaniards that laboured under fome lingering diftemper, whether 
in Spain or the Eaft Indies, ufed to come to Brazil to partake of the benefit of that 
excellent air and water ; it is true, moft of the children of foreigners are troubled 
with lingering fickneffes, fo that fcarce one in three arrives to a ftate of manhood ; 
but this muft not be attributed to the air, but rather to the bad nourilhment. Few 
cripples' or crooked people are to be met with among the Brazilians, they being gene- 
rally very ftraight and nimble, which is the more admirable, becaufe they never do their, 
children up in l’wathling cloaths, except their feet, looking upon it as unwholefome. 

Before the Dutch got footing in Brazil, the Portuguefe had made all the natives 
their flaves, and looked upon it as the greateft piece of policy quite to extirpate them', 
which they did fo effectually, that whereas about one hundred years ago, the captain- 
ships of Rio Grande alone could raife one hundred thoufand fighting m8n, fcarce 
three hundred were to be met within 1645 to 1646, which had created a mortal 
hatred in the Brazilians againft.the Portuguese ; though it muft alfo be confefled, that 
the late war 'and fome epidemical diftempers did fweep away many o( the natives. 
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•The remainders of them lived in certain Aldens or villages afllgned them for that 
purpofe, where they had their plantations ; befides which they ferved the Portuguefe 
in their fugar-mills for a certain monthly pay, which furnittied them with clothes and 
other neceflaries. Their huts are made only of wooden (talks, covered with palm-tree 
leaves. They can tv- endure the yoke of flavei’y, nor any toil, cl'pecially the Tapoy- 
crs; they live very quietly among ond anqther, unlefs they get drunk, when they 
fometimes finjt and dance day and night. Drunkennefs is a vice belonging to both 
fexes here, of which they are (p fond, as to be part remedy, though this occafions 
often quarrels and pther enormous vices among them- They are likewile much 
addicted to dancing, "Which they call Guau ; they have fcveral ways of dancing, one 
of 'which is called Urukapi ; they commonly fing whilft. they are dancing. The 
children divert themfelves with divers forts of games, one is called Korupirara, another 
Guaibipaie, and a third Guaibiquaibibuku. They will deep fonuiimcs :i whole day 
and eight, and would not ftir then if they did not want victuals. Near their hammocks 
they keep a fire day and night, in the da/ to drel's their victuals, in the night to allay 
the rawnefs of the air, which here is colder than in mod parts of Europe, becaufe day 
and night is altnofl of an equal length here throughout the year. v 

The inland Brazilians of both fexes go quite naked, without the lead covering. But 
thofe inhabiting nearer to the fea-fhore, who converfe with the Dutch and Portuguefe, 
wear only a fliirt of linen or calico ; though, in my time, fome of the chiefcd among 
them began to take a pride to clothe themfelves after the European manner. The 
wife conuantly follows her hufband wherever he goes, even in the war. He carries 
nothing but his arms, but the poor woman is , loaden like a mule or fumpter-horfe. 
tor befides a great balket which is tied to her back (called by them Patigua), (he has 
another upon her head, with ail the “houfehold duff ire it, or a great balket with flour ; 
befid es which, feveral other fmaller veffels hang on both fides, wherewith they* take up 
water for their drinking. , The child is carried in a piece of calico, which is fattened 
to her, aria hangs down from her right (houlder. It lies there, with its legs wide 
open, one being ftretchcd acrofs the mother’s belly, the other over her (houlder. After 
all this, (he carries a parrot or ape in one hand, and leads a dog in a dring with the 
other. Thus they proceed on thfeir . journey, without any farther p.ovifion, except a 
fmall quantity of farinha ; the hedge or open fields ferve indead of inns, which furnilh 
them with neceflary food, as the rivers and fprings with drink ; and fo does the tree 
called Karageata, which contains always fome rain-water within the hollownels of its 
leaves, to the great relief of travellers, who, in fome barren places, do ofmn not meet 
with a river or fpring for twelve leagues together? Towards night they hang their 
hammocks on trees, or elfe faden # them to dalks neatly ; they make a fire to drefs 
their victuals ; and againd the rain defend themfelves with palm-tree leaves. When 
they are at home, the hufband goes commonly in the mornu.g abroad with bis bow 
and araow, to (hoot fome wild bead, or catch birds, or elfe to the fea-fide, or next 
river a fdhing, whild the women are employed in the plantations ; fome women go 
abroad with their hulbands, and carry home the prey. The wild-beads a- caught by 
them in a different manner ; lome they kill with arrows, others they catch in pits dug 
for that purpofe, and covered with the leaves of trees, under which is liidden fome 
carrion, the feent of which draws them to the pit ; this they call Pctaku. They make 
alfo certaifl wooden traps, and ufe divers other ways of catching the wild beads, each 
of which they didinguilh by their proper names. To catch birds they ufe three forts 
of fnares or nets, called by them Jukana ; the fird forf catches the birds by the feet, 
this they call Jukanabiprara j the fecond entangles them by the neck, which they call 
von. xiv. 5 x , Jukana, 
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Jukanajuprara ; the third enfnares their bodies, called by them Jukanapifereba. They 
kill the fillies with arrows, or catch them witli ftlhing-hooks, their baits being com- 
monly worms, crabs, or iome 1'mall fillies. They bait the water where they intend to 
filh, with the leaves of Japikai, or with Timpotiana, Tiilguy, or with Tinguiri ; fomc- 
times with the fruit called Kururuape,’ the root Magui, or the bark of the tree Anda, 
which make the filh fwim on the furface of thq watpr like dead, when they take them 
with a kind of a lieve, called by them IJrupema, made of cane or reed, which they 
eall Uruguiboandipia. Their fea-fifh they catch with iron; hooks, the bait being lbme 
carrion; they go a good way -into the* feu, only upon three pieces of wood falleued 
together, which they call Igapeda, and the Portuguele, Jangada ; the wood is com- 
monly of the tree Apiba. 

The Brazilians are not burthened with much jtoufehold Hull', their hammocks being 
their chiefelt care in this kind ; they call them Ini, are wrought of cotton like net- 
work, of about fix or feven foot long, and four broad. Wlgn they are going to 
fleep, they fallen them either to two beams of their huts, or elfe in the open air to 
two trees, and feme diltance from the ground, for fear of fome obnoxious creatures, 
and to a/oid the peftiferous exhalations of the earth. The Tapoyers, called Kariri, 
have very large hammocks, of twelve or fourteen loot long, which contain four perfons 
at a time. The Portuguefe women make fome very fine hammocks, wrought with 
divers figures ir. them. In lieu pf dillies and cups they ufe the Ivalaballek, cut in the 
middle, which are painted without with a certain red colour, called Ib uku, ail’d within 
with black. Their cans, cups, and mugs, are likewife Kalabalies of divers kinds, 
called Kuite, Jaroba, and Kribuka. jOne of the bigged of thefe kalabalies hold thirty 
or thirty-five quarts; this the Brazilians call Kuyaba, but when cut through the mid- 
dle it is called Kuipeba. The poorer fort make certain knives they call Ituque, of 
ft one’, a:? alfo of cane, which they call Taquoaquia, but the better fort ufe Dutch 
knives. Their balkets they make of palm-tree leaves, they call them Patigua ; they 
have alfo fome made of reed or cane, thefe arc with one general name called Kara- 
memoa. They make alfo large broad balkets of reeds and branches twilled together : 
thefe they call Panaku, and arc chiefly ufed for the carrying of the mandioka root. 
In their journeys they always make ufe of the patigua, but the panaku is ufed by the 
flaves and negroes in the Receif for the conveniency of carriage. 

The arms of the Brazilians are only bows, arrowy, and wooden clubs. Their bows, 
which they call Guirapara and Virapara, are made of very hard wood, called Guira- 
pariba and Virapariba : the bow-drings are made of cotton twilled, and by them called 
Guirapakuma ; the darts they call Uba, and are made of wild cane. The points of 
thefe darts are either of wood hardened, or of fifli teeth called Jacru, or of bones or 
cane well lharpened ; fome have feveral points, others but one. 

Being not in the lead acquainted with arithmetic, they compute the number of their 
years and ^ge by the chefnuts which grow on the fruit Akaju, which chefnuts*they call 
Akaguakaya, us likewife Akajuti and Itanjabara, of which they lay one by every year, 
this tree producing fruit but once each feafon, viz. in December and January. They 
begin the computation of their years with the rife of a certain dar, called by them 
Taku, or the Rain-dar, which is always there in May ; they alfo call the year by the 
fame name. ^ , 

The mod barbarous of the Brazilians inhabiting the inland countries fcarce know 
apy thing of religion, or an Almighty Being. They have fome knowledge remaining 
of a general. deluge, it being their opinion, that the whple race of mankind were extir- 
pated by a general deluge, except one man and his own filler, who being with child 

before, 
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before, they by degrees re-peopled the world. They know not what God is, nay, 
they have no word exprefling the fame, unlefs it be Tuba, which fignifies as much as 
fomething mod eycellent above the rcll ; thus they call the thunder Tubakununga, 
i. e. a noife made by the Supreme Excellency, for Akununga implies as much as a 
noife. They are unacquainted with heaven or hell, though they have a tradition among 
them, that ’the fouls do not di£ with the “bodies, but that they are either tranfplanted 
into devils or fpirits, .or ci£e enjoy a great deal of pleafure with dancing and finging in 
fomc pleafant fields, which they fay are behind the mountains. Thefe fields are en- 
joyed by all the Tirave men and women, who have killed and eaten many of their 
dncmics ; but fuch as have been idle, and never did any thing of moment, are tor- 
tured by the devil, unto whom they give many names, viz. Anhanga, Jurupari, Ku- 
rupari, Taguaiba, Temoti, Taubitnama. They have, however, fome fort of priefts 
among them, whofe bufinefs is to facrifice, and to foretcl things to come } thefe ape? 
efpecially confulte’d when they are to undertake a war or journey ; they call* them Paye 
and Pey. They dread fpirits to the highclt degree ; they call them Kuripira, Taguai, 
Macachara, Anhanga, Jurapari, and Marangigona, though under difl'erent fignifications : 
for kuripira implies as much as the god of the mind or heart ; macachara, the god or 
patron of travellers ; jurupari and anhanga fignify the devil ; marangigona implies as 
much as the manes or remainders of the lbul after death, which are fo much dreaded 
by the Brazilians, that fome of them, upon an infoginary apparition of them, have 
been {truck with fudden death. They do not perforin any worfhip or ceremony to 
thofe fpirits, except that fome pretend to appeal'e their wrath by certain prefents they 
. fallen to certain (takes fixed in ^je ground for that purpofe. Some of the Brazilians 
acknowledge the thunder for the? Supreme Being, .others the LefierBear in the firma- 
ment , others fome other (tars. The Potiguaras, a nation among the Brazilians, are 
accounted fuch l'orcerers, that they bewitch their enemies even to death : they call this 
manner of witchcraft Anbamombikoab. ' The Brazilians that lived among the Poriu- 
guel'e ami Dutch, did in fome meafure follow the Chriftian do&rine, but fo coldly, 
that few, when they come to an advanced age, {hew much zeal for it ; becaufe the 
•fundamental articles of our faith ape not eafily imprinted in them, unlefs in their tender 
years, and when (hey are* remote from tlieir parents. However, feveral of the Dutch 
minifters, viz. Mr. Doreflaer, and after him Mr. Thomas Kemp, have had good fuccefs 
in converting many of the Brazilians in the Aldeas or villages where they preached, the 
lad of thefe two being well verfed in the Brazilian tongue. Neither were Dionyfius 
Bifcareta, an honed old Caflilian, and Johannes Apricius, lefs remits m performing 
their duty to inflrudl thele infidels. There were likew'ife three Dutch fchool-maflers 
among them, who taught their young people to read and to write, but thefe were 
forced to leave their aldeas or villages during the lad intekine commotions railed by 
the Pertugucfe. 

Many didempers which are common in Europe are unknown in Brazil : they ufe 
nothing but Ample remedies, and laugh at our compofitions. They are very dextrous 
in applying their remedies, efpecially their antidotes : they draw blood by fudtion with 
’ horn -cups, by fcarification, or opening a vein ; indead of a lancet they ufe the tooth 
of a lamprey, called By them Kakaon, without which nobody dirs abroad. So foon 
as Iny^ne of their acquaintance is fallen ill, they all meet, each offering his remedy , 
which he has found good by his own experience : then they begin to cut and flice 
the mod mufculous parts of the body, either with the thorns of the tree Karnaibar, oi 
with filhes.teeth, till they have drawn as much blood as they think fit, and for that 
purpofe fuck the wounds with their mouths, by which means they pretend to draw all ill 
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humours from the affefled part. Vomiting they procure by means of the leaves kar- 
naiba, which being twifted together, they force down the patient’s throat. When all 
thefe pretended remedies prove ineffectual, they proceed to no others ; but after fome 
confutations, quite defpairing of his recovery, knock him on the head with their 
clubs, looking upon it more glorious' to be thus bravely delivered from their mifery, 
than to expert death till their laft gafp. They'exercife as much barbarity upon the 
dead carcafles of their friends as of their enemies ; upon t{ie firft out of love, againfl: 
the laft out of revenge for they tear them to pieces with their teeth, and eat the flefli 
like a dainty bit. " , 

The Brazilian women are extremely fruitful, have very eafy labours, and rareiy 
mifcarry : for no fooner is a woman delivered, but up Ihe gets to the next river, and 
without any farther help waihes herfelf there : in the meanwhile the hulband keeps the 
bed for the firft twenty-four hours, and is made as much of as if he had been lately 
brought to bed. The mothers lament the death of their infants* with howling and 
crying for three or four days. 

They receive their friends after a long journey with open arms and tears, and beat- 
ing their foreheads againfl: their breafts, in remembrance of the misfortunes they have 
undergone during their abfence. Though the Brazilians were always fuppofed to be 
defcended from the race of mcn-caters, yet by their converfation with us and other 
nations, many of them have laid kfide their barbarity, and arc become as affable and 
civilized as molt of the European nations. 

The Tapoyers inhabit the inland country of Brazil to the weft of thefe countries 
in the poffeflion of the Portuguefe and Dutch, betwjxt Rio Grande and the river Siara, 
as far as Rio St. Francifco. They are divided into fcveral nations, diftinguiflied both by 
their language and names : for the Tapoyers bordering upon the utmolt confines of 
Pernambuko, are called Kariri, under their king Cerioukejou ; the next to them the 
Karirivafu, whofe king was Karopoto ; then the Kariryou, and lo farther the Tararyou ; 
the laft of which were belt known unto us ; Janduy or John Duwy being tfieir king ; 
though fome of them lived under the jurifdiftion of one Karakara. Divers were go- 
verned by other kings, viz. Prityaba, Arigpaygn, Wahafewajug, Tfering, and Dremenge. 
Thofe under king John Duwy inhabit to the weft beyond Rio Grande, but change their 
habitations pretty often : about November, December, and January, when the fruit 
Kajou begins to ripen, they come towards the fea-fide, becaufe little of it is to be met 
with in tke inland countries. The Tapoyers are very tall and ftrong of body, ex- 
ceeding both the Brazilians and Dutch both in ftrength and tallnefs by the head and 
fhoulders. They are of a dark brown colour, black hair, which hangs all over their 
fhoulders, they only (having it on the forehead as fa! as to the ears. Some are ihaved 
according to the European falhion ; the reft of their bodies they keep without hair, 
even without eye-brows. Their kings and great men are diftinguiflied from the vijJgar 
by> the hair of their heads and their nails ; the firft, their kings, were Ihaved in the 
fhape of a crown, and have very long nails bn their thumbs ; but the king’s relations 
or other officers of note, wear long nails on all their fingers, except their thumbs ; 
for long nails is accounted a peculiar ornament among them. The Tapoyers are very ' 
ftrong $ prince Maurice being one time in a humour to try their ftrength and Ikill 
in fighting with a wild bull, caufed one to be brought within his ward courfjr which 
was furrounded with palifadoes, in order to engage two Tapoyers appointed, for that 
purpofe. There was a great coneourfe of people to fee this fpeaacle, when on a fudden 
two Tapoyers '(the reft with their wives being only fpeftators) came in ftark naked, 
without any other arms but their bows and arrows. The bull faw them no fooner 
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enter, but he made towards them,*whb being extremely nimble, avoided the ftrokes 
he made at them with great dexterity, and in the meanwhile fo galled his flanks with 
their arrows, that the beaft roared moft terribly, and being all in a foam, fet upon 
them with all his vigour, which they avoided by Retiring every foot behind a tree that 
ftood in the middle oi the court, and from. thence continued to pierce his fides with 
their darts, fill finding the beaft ’begin to languifh by the lofs of blood, one of the 
Tapoyers got upon his back, and laying hold of his horns, threw him upon the ground, 
and being feconde^ by his comrade, they b®th killed bull, roafted him under- 
ground with a fire above it, according to their cuftom, and feafted upon their meat, 
with the other Tapoyers there prefent. 

The Tapoyers of both fexes, from the king to the common fellow, go quite 
naked, only that the men hide their privities, by tying the yard in a little bag or net 
made of the bark of trees ; this they clofe up with a fmall ribbon called Takoayn<f 
haa ; upon occafio’n they untie it, and Sire more cautious in expofing then- privities 
than fome of the Europeans : in the fame manner do the reft of the Brazilians in- 
habiting the inland countries. The women of the Tapoyers cover their privities only 
with a handful of herbs, or a firtall branch of a tree, with the leaves on them : this 
they thrult barely under a fmall cord or rope which is faftened round their middle like 
girdles: in *1 he fame manner they cover their backs, but fo carelefsly, that both be- 
fore and Behind, great part of both is cxpofed to ’view ; they change it every day. 
The men wear alfo a kind of garland made of the feathers of the bird Guara or 
Kanindc, upon their heads, from which certain feathers of the tail of the bird Arara, or 
.Kamud, hang down behind upon the back ; fome only tie a cotton firing round their 
hands, 'n which fome red or blue feathers are faftoned behind ; this they call Akan- 
bua'-aba. ( They have alfo cloaks made of cotton thread, and woven like «a net ; in 
each of the holes they ftjck a red feather of the bird Guara, and intermix them with 
black, 6 ’en, and yellow feathers of the birds Aakukara, Kazinde, and Arara, which 
lie as clcfe,together as fifh feales : there is a kind of cap on the infide of this cloak, 
which with the reft covers the heau, fhoulders, and the body, fomewhat below the 
middle, fo that it is worn both fgr ornament and conveniency’s fake, it bring proof 
againft the rain ; they call thefe cloaks m their tongue Guara Abuku. They alfo 
fallen certain combs of birds with wild honey to their foreheads, thefe they call 
Aguana. 

If their fathers or mothers die, they pull every hair out of their heads ; they have 
holes in their ears fo big, that you may thruft a *finger into them ; in this they wear 
either a bone of an ape c* Med Nambipaya, or elie a piece of wood, wrai . up in cotton 
thread. The men have holes in th’eir under-lips, in which they wear either a cryftal, 
fmaragd, or iafper, of the bignefs of a hazel-nut : thi; ftone they call Metara, and if 
it be green or blue, Metarobi ; but they are moft fond of the green ones : they have 
•alfo holes in their cheeks on each fide of the mouth ; in thefe the married men wear 
a piece of wood of the bignefs and thicknefs of a good goofe-quill : fometimes they, 
wear a ftone in it called Tembekoareta : in tfye holes of their noftrils, fome have alfo 
tuch like fticks of wood, which they call Apivata: their bodies are a.:' over painted 
with a certain juice of blown colour, fqueezed out of the apple Janipapa ; this is even 
ufed ‘arriving the women and children. Befides this, they flick feathers of divers 
colours with wild-honey or «naftick to the Ikin of their bodies, which -make them ap- 
pear at a diflance like large birds ; this they call Akamongui. Thus they adorn ttieir 
arms with garlands made of red and yellow feathers of feveral birds, called Aguami- 
ranga ; fometimes they mix corals among them, which they call Arakoaya. They 
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make alfo a kind of bracelets of the rind of the 'fruit Aguay ; thefe they wear round 
their legs, and make a noife when they are dancing. Their {hoes arc made of the 
bark Kuragua, and call them Miapakabas. Some nations of the Tapoycrs ufe no "bows 
or arrows, but throw their darts with their hands, but the Kariri have bows. Their clubs 
are made of very hard wood, are broad on the top, and full of teeth or bones, well 
Iharpened at the end. Round the handle they' wind a piece of calico, Or fomc other 
fluff, and at the end a bufh of feathers of the tail' of the bird Arara ; fuch another 
bulh is faflened round the middle ; tly.-y call them Atirallebe and Jatirabcbe. Their 
trumpets, which they Kanguenka, are made of men’s bones ; but thole allied Nhum- 
bugaku, which are much larger, are of horn ; they have alfo another fort made* of 
cane, called Meumbrapara. The Tapoyers are not fo good foldiers as the red of the 
Brazilians, for upon any fmart encounter they trull to their feet, and run away with 
incredible fwiftnefs. They neither low nor plant, not as much as the mandioka root, 
their cortmion food being fruits, roots, hei*bs, and wild beafts, and fometimes wild 
honey, which they take out of the hollow trees. Among all other roots they are ex- 
tremely fond of a certain kind of wild mandioka root, which rifes up to the height 
of a fmall tree. Its Item and leaves referable tire other mandioka root, but it is not 
near fo good ; the inland Brazilians call it Cugua$uremia, but thofe inhabiting hear 
the fea-fhore Cpaijumandiiba. 

They eat alfo men’s flelh ; for if a woman- happens to tnifearry, they eat the child im- 
mediately, alledging that they cannot beftovv a better grave upon it than the belly, from 
whence it came. The Tapoyers lead a kind of vagabond life, like fomc of the Arabians, 
though they always remain within their certain bounds, within the compafs of which 
they change their habitations according to the different feafons of the year ; they dwell 
for the mofl part among the woods, and live upon hunting, in which perhaps they ex- 
cel all other nations ; for they will fhoot a bird flying with their arrows. So loon as a 
woman has conceived, flic abftains from her huiband ; after /he is brought to bed, Ihe 
goes into the next wood, where flic cuts the child’s navel ftring, with a {jjell, boils it 
afterwards with the after-burthen, and eats them both. She waflies herfelf and the 
child evely morning and evening, neither does her, hufband keep her company, as long 
as fhe gives fuck, unlefs he has but one wife. If a woman be difeovered to have had 
an unlawful commerce with another man, her huiband turns her away, but if they are 
catched in the aft, he may kill them both. The mothers take extraordinary care that the 
nuptials l>f their daughters are not confummated until after they have had their monthly 
times, which they give notice of to their phyficians, and thefe to the king, who then gives 
them licence to go to bed with the bridegroom, who pays his acknowledgement to her 
mother, for the care Ihe has taken of her daughter.' If a young maiden be marriageable, 
and yet not courted by any, the mother paints her with fome red colour about the eyes, 
and thus carries her to the king, who orders her to fit down near him upon a carpet, and 
blows the Imoak of tobacco in her face *. For the reft of the Tapoyers, are the worft 
of all the other Brazilians, being ignorant ‘of any thing that relates to God or religion ; 
neither will they receive any inftruftion qf that kind. They have certain priefts or ra- 
ther forcereri, who pretend to foretel things to come, and to raife fpirits, which they 
fay appear to them in the {hape of a fly, or any fuch like infeft : when thefe fpirits dif- 
appear, the women make mofl horrible cries and lamentations, in which cctofifts the 
main point of their devotion : they avoid night-journeys, for fear of ferpents and other 
venomous creatures, neither wiH they fet on a journey until the dew be dried up by the 


* A very indelicate paflage is omitted. 
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fun-beams. Several tW ons G f the ' 4 'apoycrs, efpecially thofe under king John Duwy, 
lived always in a 'Q& o r refpondeijcv with the Dutch, unto whom they afforded at 
divers times confiderabll 4 biriCt > ; though they did not fubmit to their jurifdidtion, but 


divers times cotmaeram« hhince ; though they did not fubmit to their jurifdidtion, but 
were governed by theirnn . JJngg. Ki:*g ’.>hn Duwy had fixty children by fifty wives, 
though lomo! ines he h&d i. ^ lbovt , fourteen wives at*a time; thele Tapoyers having a 
mortal hativ. u> the 1 ortuge, , u p ed * u Bill them wherever they could meet with them. 
And thus much may fur ice crt *\ erB i n g manners, way of living, cloaths, &c. of the 
natives of Brazil ; I will now PV eed to „; ve y OU an account of my voyage back into 
Holland. • \ • 

Being fenfible, as* I told you \p r e, that things grew worl’e and worfe everyday 
with us here, I with much ado g°tV. lve IO depart, and accordingly the 23d of July 
1649, I went aboard the lhip ca ec V Union, manned with eighty failors, under the 
command of Captain A >cit . ants, a n h, ( . 0 f Groningen. We let fail the lame day in 
company of the Blue Eagle, and a yacht, ]led ;he Brazilian. We left the city of Olin- 
da to the fouth-wefbm the evening ; the ^ we were under 30 ( y with a noi -th-north^ 
eaff courfe; we laded that day about tyve • ht j ^ ' Tho next day paf r ed 

the line, wit 1 toy an weat ter am uin , x ec' continued our courfe without any re- 
markable accident until the firfl of .Auguft, , Q en about noon we found 0lft .f e lves un- 
der 9 0 46 , having failed twenty-nine eagues m ^ laR twcm four hours . The f ame 
evening we Jaw the t.rlf time the north pole f an ^ we haJ 7 ffeJ t , K> Hne . Th(J 2d 

r>l Augufl we failed twenty-three leagues with a ^ j and found •urfelves under 
, 1 ' 13'. We continued this our courfe with a untiI the l6th of Auguft, 

when we were becalmed ; we did not advance abem ■ , that d bei 

yler 20“ we found it exceeding hot. 1 he 20th of A y ^ we had buf a fl ender £ uth _ 
calf wind ; we found ourfelves undei; a 9 l 45 i were h troubIcd with heat for 
want of the coo: winds, that the knives m the cabirr \* r u . . . M , , , 

hold them in his bare hand., nor any one could touch f - V, ? ’ , \ Oiin ' 

hands or feet. We cwrinued our' courfe thus until tP fe " ,th *“ 

y ” made about eight leagues that day. The 3 <J -. orlo «mber, bein| und“ 
the 40° iJT, we dpied a fail, which we found to be a vefiel ^ yj rr j n ^ ry 

wards evening we were forced to ftay fome time for the Br. * ° r . . °" 

loft one of her malts. The next following day in the morning ^ aC 1 ’ f . a ' m S 

of Corfu, whither, we directed our courle. v, 

Corfu and Floris are two of the nine iflands the Dutch common. \ , ,,, 

Iflands. The biggeft is Tercera, being about fixteen leagues in c, \ e , t; ’ mmin S 
rocky, but fuiitful, producing a confiderable quantity of oxen, and abt \ » ^ if vei A 
and other birds. Here is a fpring that turns wood into llotte, : nd ft*. V,? r" a . nar ^ 

in which you may boil an egg. The ground feems to be full of conca V ’ 

the realon of the many earthquakes here, which overturn and deffroy hoi 
beads. The ifland called the Peake has a rock which reaches to the very \^ n an |? 
.which’ as fome fuppofe, may be parallelled for its height to the peake o£ 

Ifland itfelf. Betwixt the coaft of Brazil and the faid iflands, the compafs 
fouth and north. We were gone eight degrees farther to the weft, than we 
•About noon we found ourfelves under 40 0 34'. We continued ar courje witm^f^J, 
remarkable accident, until the 16th of September, when we fuppofed ourfelves^) . * 
not fer Stem land, which we difeovered the fame evening to the north-north-eaft\ 

The 17th wo were becalmed, and catched more fifh than we were able to eat. \ lt *j 
1 8th we difeovered the Ifle*of Wight to the north of us, whereabouts ‘one of our uW j 
was feparated from us j not long after we faw the point* of Dover. The /9th we paffai 
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